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Evaluation Activity for the NSDL 2005 Annual Report – OCLC WorldCat Data April 2005 
 
Submitted by Ron Vetter (7 May, 2005) Email:  vetterr at uncw dot edu 
 
As part of annual evaluation activities and in preparation for the NSDL 2005 Annual Report, it 
would be very helpful to know how many NSDL projects are submitting records to OCLC 
WorldCat.  Please send one response/project to Ron Vetter, vetterr@uncw.edu by May 6, 2005. 
 
Name of NSDL Repository Records being 

submitted to 
OCLC 
WorldCat? 
 

If yes, how many?  If not, why 
not? 

iLumina Digital Library Yes 1,407 
MathDL No Unaware of its existence 
PER-CENTRAL No Not online yet 
National Library of Virtual Manipulatives No Unaware that WorldCat accepted 

such records 
Atmospheric Visualization Collection No It's true that I am unaware of 

WorldCat.  
 
In addition, we have no library 
partner.  
 
Depending upon the amount of 
effort involve lack of funding may 
also be an issue in contributing 
records for this material. 

BEN Collaborative No No library partner to submit them 
The Digital Library for Earth System 
Education (DLESE) supplies the following 
collections to NSDL: 
 
- DLESE 
- EMVC Geology Materials 
- COMET 
- SERC Starting Point 
- SERC Cutting Edge 
- SERC Earth Exploration Toolkit 
- DWEL (Digital Water Education Library) 
- NASA ESE Reviewed 
- NASA Edmall 
- NASA SVS (scientific visualization studio) 
- CEIS (Discover Our Earth) 
- AVC (Atmospheric Visualization Collect.) 
- GLOBE 

No No plans as of right now.... mainly 
just lack of time. 
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- Visionlearning 
- CURL (Cirricular Resource Library) 
Kinematics for Design Digital Library 
(KMODDL) 

No - but because 
KMODDL is 
included in the 
Cornell University 
Library Catalog a 
collection record 
for KMODDL 
exists in WorldCat

Unaware - that OCLC would want 
in worldcat. Unaware that 
WorldCat  
accepted individual records- if so 
they could harvest from NSDL or  
KMODDL OAI server 

TeachEngineering Digital Library No We were unaware of OCLC 
WorldCat and that we could 
submit MARC records for it. 

The Computational Science Education 
Reference Desk 

No I was unaware that WorldCat 
accepted such records. 
Additionally, we do not have a 
traditional library component. I 
think this would be a useful 
feature for many digital libraries, 
and am curious if some sort of 
connection could be explicitly 
made between NSDL and 
WorldCat. I am curious what the 
price model might be for a purely 
digital partner with OCLC, and 
whether that would be something 
done individually for each 
collection or through the NSDL as 
an entity. 

MERLOT No Well aware of WorldCat.  We 
pursing the federated search 
strategies rather than union catalog 
strategies. 

Materials Digital Library (matdl.org) No We are in discussions to do this.   
Alsos Digital Library for Nuclear Issues No, but have 

submitted a 
collection level 
record. 

We have submitted a collection-
level record to WorldCat for Alsos 
Digital Library for Nuclear Issues 
via the library at Washington and 
Lee University in 2001. In our 
judgment, the collection level 
record was the most appropriate 
type of record for WorldCat. If 
you think differently, please let us 
know. 

Geotechnical, Rock and Water Resources 
Library (GROW) 

No Need to understand all the 
parameters. We are currently 
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working on this. 
 

Microbial Life Educational Resources No OCLC WorldCat is the big catalog 
of all such records (pretty much 
records for all books and journals 
and such).  I wasn't aware they 
were collecting records for web 
sites (apparently they are).   They 
use MARC format records (not the 
DLESE or NSDL default metadata 
type).  They are also only 
accessible through an institution 
that is a member (presumably 
Carleton is). 
 
So to get our stuff into WorldCat 
we'd need to get it into a different 
metadata format (I don't know if 
there's a cross-walk available) and 
then do some sort of coordination 
with a member library to get 
records to them on a regular basis. 
 
So the answers would be "no we 
don't".   We didn't know they 
accepted those sorts of records; 
and that it sounds like the sort of 
thing that  would be infinitely less 
work if the NSDL CI   facilitated 
the sharing of the entire collection 
(since they have all the metadata 
in one format, sitting in one place) 
rather than having each collection 
coordinate its own one-off sharing 
arrangement. 
 

Electronic Encyclopedia of Earthquakes 
(E3) 

No We were unaware of OCLC 
WorldCat's accepting such 
metadata records, and indeed, are 
still unclear on what would be 
required to provide records to 
OCLC WorldCat. 

Animal Diversity Web Yes It took us some time, but yes, the 
Animal Diversity Web is 
catalogued with OCLC WorldCat 
via the University of Michigan 
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Library system. 
 
Although we did receive this email 
requesting information from the 
educational impact and evaluation 
standing committee.  I'd like to 
note that we are not currently, nor 
have we been previously, funded 
by NSDL.  We recently submitted 
our first NSDL grant proposal.  I 
thought this might be important to 
weigh the relevance of our 
response. Please see the UM 
library reply to our query below: 
 
“I'm just following up on your 
question about ADW in OCLC's 
WorldCat database. There is a 
record for this wonderful resource 
already in WorldCat.  It looks like 
this was entered as an electronic 
resource in 1998 (is that 
possible?). [If you'd like to see the 
record, simply enter the title in 
WorldCat, or search 
44356417 as the record accession 
number.) The University Library 
routinely contributes cataloging 
records from Mirlyn to the OCLC 
WorldCat database, and we're very 
proud to add unique UM electronic 
resources thereby increasing 
access to the wonderful stuff 
created here on campus.” 

 

 4


