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REVIEW OF: Dejan Sunderic. (2003). SQL Server 2000 Stored Procedure & XML 
Programming. 2nd Ed. Emeryville, CA: McGraw-Hill/Osborne 
 
by Yan Han 
 
Stored procedure is defined as "a precompiled collection of SQL statements and optional 
control-of-flow statements stored under a name and processed as a unit…”. (Microsoft, 
2002, 499) SQL Server 2000 Stored Procedure & XML Programming identifies key 
concepts and best practices to use stored procedures and XML programming in the SQL 
Server 2000 environment. The intended audiences are novice and intermediate SQL 
Server developers. The previous version of the book was published in 2001 with title 
SQL Server 2000 Stored Procedure Programming. It is clear that the author updated 
some topics and introduced a new section, programming with XML. 
 
The book consists of 15 chapters arranged in two parts, along with an appendix. The first 
part, comprised of the first 12 chapters, covers stored procedure programming in the SQL 
Server 2000 environment. The second part, chapters 13 to 15, introduces the basic 
concept of XML, XML Schema and XML interaction with SQL Server 2000. In addition, 
a sample database is available for downloading from the author's website and notes on 
the installation are also provided.  
 
Each chapter describes one conceptual topic as well as related practices. Chapter 1 is the 
introduction to contents of the book and procedures to set up the SQL Server 
development environment. Chapter 2 gives an overview of the SQL Server 2000 
environment, including the SQL Server 2000 tools (e.g. Service Manager, Query 
Analyzer, Enterprise Manager) and basic operations on stored procedures (e.g. execution, 
editing). Other chapters are dedicated to concepts and best practices of using stored 
procedure, including design concepts, the Transact-SQL programming language, 
Transact-SQL constructs, built-in functions, and interaction with the SQL Server 
environment. General best practices on topics such as naming conventions (chapter 1), 
debugging and error handling (chapter 7) are critical for both novice and intermediate 
developers. Intermediate readers may also find chapter 12 (stored procedures for web 
search engines) of particular interest. 
 



The book, published in 2003, is current and well written. The author is a principle 
consultant in an IT consulting company and published the first version of this book in 
2001. His writing style is clear and concise, as the book is clearly written and includes 
many examples. Examples are not complex and are usually accompanied by screen 
captures, which adequately explain related concepts or topics. The introduction to SQL 
Server 2000 and the procedure to set up the database are very useful for novice users to 
quickly get into the topics. The book is very well organized with a detailed table of 
contents and a thorough index. It is printed on quality paper with regular fonts and font 
sizes. In addition, different contents or concepts can be easily distinguished because 
multiple fonts and sizes are used for easy recognition. 
 
However, readers may find that introductions to XML and XML Schema are not 
adequate. The author obviously missed the concept of “prolog”, a component of XML, in 
the topic. The introduction to XML Schema is limited of scope with only 11 pages, 
ignoring some advanced concepts (e.g. datatypes, structures). In addition, due to rapid 
development in the XML field, some information on XML Schema is outdated. For 
instance, the MSXML parser now supports the W3C final recommendation for XML 
Schema. The official XML and XML Schema standards on the web 
(http://www.w3.org/XML/ and http://www.w3.org/XML/Schema) are highly 
recommended for reading and reference.  
 
Finally, readers should be aware of an error in Microsoft Computer Dictionary as well as 
an incorrect perception: stored procedures are pre-compiled. Stored procedures are not 
pre-compiled or partially pre-compiled. According to Microsoft's description: "SQL 
Server 2000 and SQL Server version 7.0 incorporate a number of changes to statement 
processing that extend many of the performance benefits of stored procedures to all SQL 
statements. SQL Server 2000 and SQL Server 7.0 do not save a partially compiled plan 
for stored procedures when they are created. A stored procedure is compiled at execution 
time, like any other Transact-SQL statement. SQL Server 2000 and SQL Server 7.0 retain 
execution plans for all SQL statements in the procedure cache, not just stored procedure 
execution plans."(Microsoft, 2004)  
 
The book is a great starting point for novice readers to explore the world of stored 
procedures and XML programming in SQL Server environment.  Its coverage on stored 
procedures is adequate and is highly recommended for novice and intermediate readers 
who have interests in the topic of stored procedures SQL Server 2000 environment. It can 
be a good Computer Science book for public and academic libraries’ collections. 
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