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Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor
The Institute of Physics, UK, and the Ger-
man Physical Society have launched the New
Journal of Physics, an entirely electronic
journal. I had a chance meeting with a senior
IoP official involved in this venture and
learned from him that the journal was an
international journal and that there were
about twenty editorial board members from
different countries. As physics is an area with
many individuals and groups working in
developing countries and contributing some
world-class work, I asked how many phys-
icists from developing countries were on the
editiorial board of the new journal. The
answer was ‘none’. I was not surprised by the
reply as there is nothing unusual about it.

A European friend suggested that such
things happen, not out of prejudice but,
simply because nobody has considered it. In
the case of the New Journal of Physics she
may very well be right, but I see a general
problem of attitude.

An editor of a leading American medical
journal has stated that developing countries
require, not advice on editing and publishing
journals, but help in the areas of  health,
nutrition, and the like! Obviously in his view
there is little worthwhile science in such
countries.

Fortunately, there are others who are
concerned about science and scientists in
developing countries. Richard Smith, for
instance, editor of the British Medical Journal,
has made web access to his journal absolutely
free, and Bruce Alberts, President of  the
National Academy of Sciences, USA, has
pleaded for inexpensive high bandwidth
access to the internet to be made available to
all scientists in developing countries, even at
the expense of subsidizing such access.

I am sure the New Journal of Physics will
soon invite some physicists from developing
countries to serve on its editorial board. Not
because the journal should have statutory
representatives from those countries, but

because some of their physicists are as good
as any you can  find in  the  UK, Western
Europe, and the USA.

Sincerely,

Subbiah Arunachalam
Distinguished Fellow
M. S. Swaminathan Research Foundation
Taramani Third Cross Street
Chennai 600 113, India

[Many journals published by commercial companies do have
editorial board members from developing countries, believing
it might encourage papers for publication in addition to
subscriptions from those countries.]

The Bloomsbury Group Statement on
Digitization

Introduction

The Bloomsbury Group Agreement was
formulated through the International Asso-
ciation of Scientific, Technical and Medical
Publishers, for political reasons, and to
expedite solutions to some of the issues that
have been raised between publishing and
user organizations in relation to the pro-
posed EU Copyright Directive. It is not our
role to persuade or dissuade publishers from
signing this agreement; that will be their
decision, based on their own priorities. In
practical terms, however, publishers have a
specific decision to make as to the basis on
which they would want   some of their
materials to be used.

Background

Publishers may be aware of the joint state-
ment, recently issued by the International
Association of Scientific, Technical and
Medical Publishers (STM) and the European
Bureau of Library, Information and Docu-
mentation Associations (EBLIDA) on
incidental digitization and storage of STM
print journal articles. This statement repres-
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ents a very positive gesture on the part of
publishers to recognize the wishes of libraries
for uncomplicated, and free, digitization of
printed material.

In brief, the statement recommends that
libraries of all types be permitted to scan
printed journal articles, published before
1995, to create and store electronic copies.
The libraries are not   required to   seek
rightsholders’ permission, nor to make any
payment. ‘Authorized users’ (staff, students,
and contractors of academic institutions, or
all staff of other organizations) are allowed to
print or download copies, while other users
may view and print, but not download, on
library premises only.

Publishers are being asked to indicate their
commitment to this agreement by adding
their names to a list to be maintained by
STM and EBLIDA; they may exclude
individual journal titles in cases where they
do not themselves own or manage all the
relevant rights. If they choose, they may
include post-1995 articles as well.

Copyright Licensing Agency

The Copyright Licensing Agency will also be
issuing licences for digitization of both books
and journals, early in 1999, to higher educa-
tion and pharmaceutical industry libraries;
other sectors will follow. These licences will
be slightly different from the Bloomsbury
Group Agreement in that:

d All such digitization (regardless of the age
of the material) will be paid for at rates
specified by the publisher

d Where appropriate, a share of the revenue
will be passed to authors via the Authors
Licensing and Copyright Society

d The licences will include carefully worded
terms and conditions including, most im-
portantly, minimum quality standards and
a specified covering note to appear on
each copy

Things to think about

Publishers who are considering participating
both in the Bloomsbury Group Agreement
and in the CLA licences need to be aware of
certain factors:

d Libraries seeking permission to digitize
journal articles published prior to 1995 will

be charged at the publisher ’s specified
rates if they go through CLA, but will be
able to digitize free of charge under the
Bloomsbury Group Agreement. CLA will
not be able to check whether or not this is
the case, nor would it be economically
feasible for them to grant free permission

d CLA’s systems are not configured in such
a way that they can charge different rates
for articles published before a certain date.
Libraries will need to check the EBLIDA
or STM website, every time they make a
request, to discover
(a) whether the publisher is a signatory to
the Agreement
(b) if so, whether the journal in question
has been excluded
(c) if not, whether it is a scientific,
technical or medical journal
(d) whether the article was published
prior to 1995
(e) if not, whether the publisher has
included post-1995 articles

d According to British Library Document
Supply Centre figures, 51% of requests for
photocopies of journal articles are for
material published more than 4 years
previously. If, as seems likely, demand
for digitization follows a similar pattern,
participation in the Bloomsbury Group
Agreement in 1999 would result in a
reduction of more than half in the income
the publisher might otherwise receive
from this source. While photocopying
revenues are relatively modest, they can
represent a useful additional source of
income for some journals. However, since
the cut-off date will remain fixed at 1995,
this reduction will decrease in subsequent
years.

Conclusions

Participation in the Bloomsbury Group
Agreement has both advantages and dis-
advantages. Publishers should consider the
pros and cons carefully before deciding
whether or not to become a signatory.

John Davies
Publishers Association

Sally Morris
Association of Learned and Professional Society
Publishers                                          June 1999
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