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Extended Abstract Comment Form 

Preconference Symposium "Interrogating Information Realities of Information and 
Communication Systems" ASIST 2006. 

Please fill out the following information about the abstract that you are reviewing for the 
preconference symposium.  Use as much space as you think is necessary.   

Name of commenter _Lisa Nathan________________________ 

1. Title of abstract reviewed: Appreciating context in social informatics: from the outside 
in, and the inside out.  

 2. Eprint # of abstract reviewed: 1460 

3. The main question or concern this research addresses is: Investigating the plurality of 
understandings which have developed around the term context as it is used both within 
and across disciplines. 

4. The most interesting thing about the research described by the abstract is: The term 
context is ubiquitous in the discourse of Information Science and stating that context is 
important has become a trivial argument (Mai, 2006).  However, a thoughtful reminder 
of the various ways language is worked may assist researchers as they work through 
which aspects of a situation they are referring to when they use the term context.  

5. The biggest question I had after reading the abstract was:  How might different 
interpretations of the term context change the analysis of empirical data and thus 
influence the findings?  Examples of different analyses based on the same data set but 
utilizing different interpretations of the term context might help researchers understand  
the implications of their (often implicit) understanding of what context signifies within 
their research. 

6. The author should look at the following topics or sources as they continue their study:  
Wittgenstein [Philosophical Investigations) on language as a fluid, adaptive tool. 

Wittgenstein, L. (2001). Philosophical investigations: The German text, with a revised English 
translation (G. E. M. Anscombe, Trans. 3rd ed.). Malden, MA: Blackwell. 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for completing the comment form.  Please save this form to your desktop, 
and if possible convert to PDF format.   You will then need to upload the completed form 
to dLIST.  Please see the following website for further instructions on how to upload 
your comments:  

http://slisweb.lis.wisc.edu/~kreschen/dlistcomment.html 


