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MINUTIES OF SPECIAL METING OF PliE FACULTY SENATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
Monday, January 17, 1955 Junior Ballroom, Student Union Building

The Faculty Senate convened in special session at 3:40 P.M. on Monday,
January 17, 1955, in the Junior Ballroom of the Student Union. Thirty-two members
were present, with President Harvill presiding. Dr. Sparks and Dr. Buehrer
attended.

The minutes of the meeting of January 10, 1955 were approved with the fol-
lowing exception:

Dr. Roberts called attention to an oversight in not listing a motion which
carried at the last meeting of the Senate. This referred to the Catalogue
Committee for consideration and recommendation the need for checking
catalogue stininaries in the degree curricula to see that these agreed with
the statement of degree requirements. Dr. Roberts suggested that the matter
could be clarified by including a footnote in the new catalogue or working
out a new method of listing sznmaries when the catalogue is next prepared.

Catalogue Material, additional items. Mr. Lesher called attention to several dis-
crepancies in the previous reports to the Senate and pointed out that the course
in Personal Health should have been listed as withdrawn. The new course in
Hebrew was reported as approved but it. does not carry graduate credit. And it was
exp).àined that the request of the Graduate College for permission to hold the oral
examination for the Master' s Degree on course work only, without requiring a
defense of the thesis, had been withdrawn.

Dr. Haury raised a question about the academic calendar as suthiitted, par-
ticularly with reference to the schedule of final eim1 nations. Mr. esher
reviewed the calendar as approved by the Advisory Council and pointed out that the
academic year will begin on Monday, September 12, for the first semester, and that
registration for the second semester will be held on Monday and Tuesday rather
than on Tuesday and Wednesday. This deletion of Monday as a day in which to check
records was made for the purpose of balancing the loss of classes on Friday morning
of the first day of examinations. This one-half day had been assigned to a study
period as requested by a student committee. Except for this change, the calendar
follows the general pattern for preceding years and provides a net increase of
one-half day of class work each semester.

It was decided, in connection with the discussion of the dalendar, that
reference to the one-half day for a pre-examination study period would be de.ed
and that the calendar would indicate the termination of classes and laboratory work
on the day prior to the opening 'of final examinations.

Dr. Houghton moved that Washington's Birthday be used for classes, and that
Monday following examinations for the first semester be held free for checking
records and planning for the second semester. The motion was seconded by Dr.Roberts
and was lost.

Dr. Roberts referred to the degree rogram in the College of Fine Arts,
page 146 of the catalogue, with reference to the listing of "science or foróign
language, 444.' He pointed out that the statement was not quite clear and that it
implied the deletion of either foreign language or science as a degree requirement.
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Dean Crowder explained that the intention was to have the first two years follow
the requirents of the first two years for the Bachelor of Arts degree, and
Dean Garreteon pointed out that "requirement" was meant to include both two years
of foreign language and a year of science, but that the student was allowed a
choice-as towhen these courses would be taken.

on motion by Dr. Roberts, with a second by Dean Roy, the Senate referred the
matter to Dean Crowder and Mr. Lesher for clarification of the point in the new
listing. -

Dr. Roberts then referred to the request of the College of Fino Arts to
adjust group requirements for the degree of Bachelor of Music and Bachelor óf Fine
Arts. This request provided for the selection of three out of five subject-matter
groups which were made available. He suiarized the present listing of the group
requirements and pointed out that the change would emphasize still further the work
in Fine Arts to the detriment of the foréign language and science groups. He then
moved that the request be disapproved and the motion wa8 seconded by Dr. Carpenter.

Dean Crowder reviewed at length the developuent of the degree curricula in
F me Arts, including music, and pointed out that the pattern for such degree has
been established in part by the need of accommodating the training formerly c-
pleted in conservatories which emphasized the professional approach. Attention was
calledto the work of the National Association of Schools of Music, now thirty
years old, which has functioned as an accrediting agency. There has been much
misunderstanding, he said, in connection with the developnent of the program and in
the effort to bring together the applied arts and the ademic procedures. The
effort is to provide sufficient academic training but it is necessary at the same
time to devote a considerable amount of time to the teaching of skills. There is
a wide variety in the nature of programs given, and here at Arizona the faculty of
the College of Fine Arts feels the preparation of students in these fields is its
major responsibility. It would be helpful if a five-year program were available.
It is not so much the nature of the subjects required that is at issue, he said,
but rather the distribution of the academic credits.

Dean Crowder then called upon Dr. Sparks of the Department of Speech to
present a report for the Curriculum Ccamnittee of the College of Fine Arta. Dr.Sparks
referred to the distinction between the professional degrees and the Bachelor of Arts
degree asgiven in the College of Fine Arts. The group requirements at issue were a
part of the outline leading to the degree of Bachelor of Fine Arts and Bachel of
Music, which are professional degrees. The Committee's proposal, he stated, was to
make such changea as in its opinion would strengthen the opportunity of students in
the professional areas. He emphasized Dean Crowder's remarks regarding the trend in
professional curricula generally, and that they were making all five groups or
fields of study available to their stents, even though only three might be selected.
They also suggest to the student who wants both the broad professional training and
a broad academic program that he arrange to follow a five-year program.

Dr. Roberts expressed some hesitancy in speaking against the request, especiafly
in light of the fact that it had been reviewed not only by the college committee,
but by the Curriculum Committee and the Co-ordinating Committee, as well as by the
Advisory Council. He asked the indulgence of the Senate in speaking at some length
on the matter. He expressed his interest in general education and his own ap-
preciation of the value of the fine arts subjects. He then reported at length on a
study of the program in other institutions, mentioning a number in which more



-149-

emphasis was given to academic subjects than would be evident in the revised re-
quirements as suthitted. He stressed the value of the academic subjects euch as
f oreigu language and science to the graduate with a professional degree. He

j ustified the lack of ccxnparable academic training in the fiLd of engineering by
pointing out there is a great demand for engineers whereas it is difficult for
the graduate in music to find employment after hi s university training.

Dr. Solve called attention to a report by the Modern Language Association of
September 1953, which lists a number of conservatories which give emphasis to
language both as admission credits and in the professional curriculum.

Dr. Genhe1mer explained that in forwarding the Fine Arts request to the
dvisory Council the Co-ordinating Committee cafled attention to the increasing

tendency to emphasize the technical nature of the training to the exclusion of
academic work.

Dr. Sparks then caUed attention to the requirements for the professional
degrees as given in a number of accredited state universities and explained that
almost always the requirements in these schools are less stringent than the re-
quirements here at the University of Arizona. He also emphasized the fact that
the college is not eliminating science and foreign language fri its curriculum.
These subjects are retained and many students, in all likelihood, he stated, will
be required to take these courses, depending upon the field of specialization.
The faculty of the College of Fine Arts had considered very carefully the recom-
mendation as sttnnitted and feels that it would strengthen the professional degree
as a whole in that college.

It would doubtless be possible, Dr. Roberts said, to cite examples among
accredited cólleges aal universities of any type of program that one might wish
to support. He objected to the cc*tinued trend toward specialization and felt
that this trend should be reversed. While it was apparent the college was not
deleting science and foreign language from its program, it would be possible for
the student, he said, to avoid these subjects entirely, to the end that serious
gaps would appear in the general-education preparation.

Dr. Carpenter supported the position taken by Dr. Roberts and questioned the
wisdom of emphasizing the technical field of study to the exclusion of the liberaliz-
ing subjects.

Dr. Roberts expressed the view that in considering this type of question it
would be preferable to vote by ballot and he moved that this be done. It was ex-
plained that a motion to vote by ballot was in order even though another motion
was before the house. Dr. Houghton seconded the motion.

Mr. Leeher then spoke in defense of the request of the College of Fine Arts.
H e agreed that it would be highly desirable if the university graduates in pro-
f essional courses had a better opportunity in academic subjects. He pointed out,
however, that the Advisory Council had refused the request of the College of Fine
A rts to establish a Bachelor of Arts degree and had definitely defined the Fine
Arts and Music degrees as professional degrees. Under the circumstances the College
of Fine Arts should be allowed the same amount of autonomy as is given other col-
legos of the university and the judent of the faculty of that college should be
a ccepted in determining the nature of the required curricula. The question should
not be settled in the College of Liberal Arts. Whatever our preference might be
in emphasizing the liberal arts academic core in all curricula, he said, variation
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should be allowed by reason of the principle already established in the university and
in con5ideration of the judnent of the faculty in the professional field.

When Dr. Roberts 8tated that. thi5 position would mean that the niatter should be
finally settled in the College of Fine Arts, Mr. Lesher replied that the matter
would, of course, be settled in the Senate, but that the Senate ahould give as much
consideration to the judient of the faculty of Fine Arte as it has to other faculties
i n the UniverSity. The attainment of our graduate8 in engineering, he said, suggests
that breii language is not necessarily a factor in professional success.

Dean Crowder said he welcomed this discussion about the recommendation df the
faculty of the College of. Fine Arts. He appreciated the liberal arts tradition; on
the other hand, he said, we have the responsibility of competing with other in8titutions
and of providing the training which students seek in enrolling at the University of
Arizona. The recommendation as suitted represented the unanimous opinion the
Fine Arts faculty, but it was recognized that the Senate has final authority to act
upon the recommendation. He regretted that Dr. Roberts had requested a secret ballot
since it had been his intention to ask the Senate to go into coeunittee of the whole
to test its position and discover if it would be possible, in event the recommendation
was discouraged, to adopt some satisfactory modification of the proposal. It had not
occurred to him, he said, that the question of voting in the usual way on an academic
matter of this kind would bé regarded as a personal or secret matter.

The question was then called for and the motion to hold a secret ballot was
passed.

Dr. Harvill then referred to the original motion to deny the request of the
College of Fine Arts to adjust the gxoup requirement for the professional degrees of
Bachelor of Music and Bachelor of Fine Arts. It was explained that to vote in favor
of the motion the ballot should indite "Yea." Dr. Vavich and Dr. Haury were ap-
pointed as tellers.

The results of the vote were announced by the President to include 19 affirmative
and 12 negative votes; the motion, therefore, carried.

Dr. Carpenter called attention to a statement with reference to page 147 of the
catalogue to the effect that drama majors must obtain permission of the head of the
department before appearIng in public performances. It was his thought that a general
statement covering all departments would be desirable, but Dean Crowder pointed out
that in some fields little opportunity is offered for public appearance and a general
statement would not be necessary. He said also that the regulation was designed more
to protect students than anything else since they would be subject to many demands
from various individuals and groups for their services. The President pointed out
that the same problem had been considered in connection with the Radio Bureau programs.

It was indicated that the Senate had now considered all of the catalogue material.
Several additional items might be processed later including a proposed adjustment in
Chemistry la-b, which is being considered in the College of Liberal Arts.

The President called attention to the report of the Committee on Faculty Member-
ships which is ready for consideration. Other committee reports pending include one
on Honorary Degrees and another on faculty salaries and promotions. It was explained
that the Faculty Membership report is of interest at this time because it is related
to the preparation of the new catalogue.
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Dr. Caidwell raised a question regarding the status of the field of Entomology

a s related to the newly-established major in Plant Science in connection with the

Ph.D. degree. Dean Patrick explained that while Entomology is not regarded as a

Plant Science, it is a related field and the qution could be answered by restating

the major in Plant Science to include Agronomy, Horticulture, Botany, Plant Pathology

and related fi1.ds of Economic Entomology and Soils or Soils Science. He felt that

this change could be incorporated in the adjustment of the original statement now

being prepared by Dr. Humphrey. This proposed adjustment was satisfactory to

Dr. Caidwell.

The President adjourned the meeting at 5:40 P.M. He indicated the next. meeting

would be held on February 7 at the usual place. The Senate expressed it8 agreement,

however, to having a special meeting if this were requested by the Catalogue Com-

mittee.

er Lesher, Secretary




