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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FACULTY SENATE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA
Room 101, Law Building Monday, January 4, 1954

The meeting of the Faculty Senate convened in regular session at 3:40 P.M. on Monday,
January 4, 1954, in Room 101 of the Law Building. Thirty-one members were present with
President Harvill presiding.

The minutos of the meeting of December 7, 1953, as previously distributed to the
members of the Senate, were approved.

COMMITTEE OF ELEVEN. ELECTION OF: President Harvill announced the election of the following
faculty members to the Committee of Eleven: Professor Solve, Chairman; Prof. . D. Houghton,
Assoc. Prof. B. P. Cardon, Prof. E. W. Haury, Prof. H. D. Rhodes, Assoc.Prof. P.G.Hudson,
Miss Patricia Paylore, Prof. R. C. Ewing, Prof. W. H. Brown, Prof. John Shirer, and
Prof. Edwin Carpenter.

NEW M4BER5 OF THE SENATE, ANNOUNCEMENT OF: New members of the Senate were also announced
as follows: Prof. Victor H. Kelley, Member-at-Large, to succeed Dr. Edwin McKee, resigned,
and the College Representatives - Assoc. Prof. Robert Humphrey, Prof. Lauren W. Casaday,
Assoc. Prof. C. B. Merritt, Prof. Heliodore Marcoux, Prof. Andrew Buchhauser,
Prof. Chester &iith, Prof. A. L. Muir, Prof. F. W. Galbraith, and Assoc. Prof. B. A. Bialk.

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE, APPOINTMENT OF: The President reported that the following individua)
had been appointed as members of a Committee to Study Registration Policies and Procedures
and to report to the Senate on the basis of their observations at timo of registration for
the second semester: Assoc. Prof. B. P. Cardon, Asst. Prof. J. M. Gill, Prof.H.A.Marcoux,
Prof. H.D.Rhodes, Assoc. Prof. J. P. Scott, and Registrar C. Z. Lesher - Chairman.

REGISTRATION PLANS FOR SECOND SENESTER: The Registrar announced that there were no changes in
the plan of registration for the second semester. Following the academic holiday on Monday,
Jan. 25, registration of all classes will be held on Tuesday and Wednesday, Jan. 26 and 27,
with classwork starting on Thursday, the 2at.h. In this connection President Harvill remincW
the Sonate of action taken which makes it possible for students who enroll for not more than
f ive semester hours of credit to have a waiver of the late registration fee providing they
complete their registration by the end of business on the first day of the class sessions.
The Secretary was asked to give publicity to this provision. Mr. Lesher also reported that
he had given information to the Arizona Wildcat student newspaper about the appointment of a
Registration Committee and the action by which the Senate had denied a student proposal to
hold pre-rogistration at mid-year.

Dr. Solve reported that Arizona State College at Tempe had instituted a plan of pro-
registration at mid-year. The two weeks prior to the Christmas vacation had been devoted to
consulting and advising on student prograins,and pro-registration in courses would be allowed
during the period following resumption of classes and the beginning of semester examinations
It was Dr.Solve's impression that the plan made more demands upon the faculty than otherwise
would be the case. The Senate was interested in the outcome of the plan at Tempe, and the
Secretary was asked to obtain some information on this point.

ABSENCES RE CLASS HOLIDAYS: President Harvill asked the opinion of the Senate regarding
absences just prior to and immediately following holiday periods such as the Christmas
vacation. A number of students, especially those who have sane distance to travel, leave
for home before the beginning of the vacation and return late. The President was interested
in discovering whether such a situation had developed to the point where it created a
problem.
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Dr. Roberts remarked that at one time he had given quizzes immediately before

the holiday but that he had abandoned this practice. Dr. Muir reported that he heard

of one case where the instructor had dismissed his class without authority and that

others arranged special programs for the class session immediately preceding the holiday.

President Harvill stated that no member of the teaching faculty has authority to dismiss

his class. Various comments were made regarding these final class sessions and how the

problem of student absences could be handled. The imposition of a fine for missing the

last class before or first class after vacation was suggested but comment indicated doubt

as to the effectiveness of such a plan.

Reference was made to the closing of dormitories during the holidays. President

Harvill indicated that there was no real reason why dormitory facilities could not be

made available to tlhiversity students throughout the holiday period. A mistake has been

made in not offering such facilities in past years. In the future, the President indi-

cated, arrangements will be made to accommodate in campus dormitories those student8 who

do not leave the University during the holiday period or those who must remain for a

timeafter the opening of the holiday season in order to obtain transportation to other

points. It was the President' s opinion that there was no real problem in connection with

student absences just before or immediately following the holiday period.

ABSENCES, GENERAL, PROBLE( BE: Dr. Roberts stated that he found no problem in connection
with absences immediately before or after holidays but recurring absences throughout the

semester, especially in large classes, constituted a serious problem. He stated that in

his Freshman Chemistry class some twenty absences are recorded each session. He reports

three consecutive absences to the Dean of Men or Dean of Women in accordance with Univer-

sity policy; but the problems are occasioned by periodic absences over an extended

period. University policy provides that the instructor can recommend that the student

be dropped from the class but it. is expected that the record will show that the student

has no chance of passing the course. It was his thought that some automatic regulation
affecting students with excessive absences might be adopted. He was concerned, however,

not with failing students but with finding some means of encouraging more regular attendance.

The Senate discussed at some length this matter of absences and the present means of

reporting and checking on protracted absences. Both Dean Canson and Dean Slonaker reported

on the mechanics of the plan and the large minber of absence reports that come to their

offices. Mention was made of the time lag between the instructor' 8 report to the Dean of

Men and Dean of Women and the final report to the instructor from the office of the Dean of

the College. This was explained by the time necessary in contacting the student and ïn

checking on the reason for his absence. The problem in this connection 8eemed to be occa-

sioned by the fact that many students are tardy in responding to notice from the Dean's

offices.

The discussion seemed to indicate an active interest on the part of the Senate in

having the whole question of absences reviewed and upon motion by Dr. Roberts, with a

second by Dean Canson, the Senate voted that a Committee of five be appointed by the

President to study the problem.

AMERICAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, MEETING OF: President Harvill called attention to

the recent meeting on campus of the American Anthropological Association and the Folklore

Society and other related groups. These meetings were planned by Dr. Haury and his

associates, including Prof. Frances Gilimor of the Folklore Society. Officials of the

organizations reported the meetings as among the most effective that had been held.

Dr. Haury reported a total registration of 536. The visitors came from every section

of the country and were highly pleased with the program and the facilities made available

by the University. It was President Harvill' s feeling that the meetings were of great value

to the University as were others of similar nature held on the campus from time to time.

Whenever we can accommodate such groups it is to the interest. of the ,institution to do so.

Meeting adjourned at 4:45 P.M.
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