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ABSTRACT 

 

“Blurs and Reflections” is the first annual group exhibition of Honors College students 

and Honors Studio students.  Opening with a reception from 4-7pm on May 7
th

, 2011, the 

exhibition will be held at Stone Dragon Gallery and run for two weeks.  “Blurs and Reflections” 

contains artworks of many media, including oil, lithography, watercolor, and metal sculpture. 

Artworks cover themes of personal identity, family history, childhood memories, and completely 

abstract compositions. 

 

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Over the course of the semester, I created three oil paintings for the “Blurs and 

Reflections” group exhibition.  Techniques and ideas were drawn from previous works of mine, 

including realistically-rendered oil paintings, watercolor paintings focusing on nature and the 

outdoors, rough pencil sketches of compositions, and photographs of inspiration.  I have usually 

been drawn to depicting outdoor scenes in a realistic manner in the past, but for my thesis, I 

pushed myself to abstracting scenes using color and composition.  I looked at the works of Josh 

Keyes, Lisa D. Manner, and Peter Doig, who are all artists that paint abstract landscapes.  I also 

referred back to eighteenth and nineteenth century art movements; the lightheartedness and 

playfulness of Rococo and the moody, colorful brushstrokes of Impressionism.   

 My paintings will be exhibited at Stone Dragon Gallery with six other artists from the 

University of Arizona School Of Art.  All of the artists are either in the Honors College or 

Honors Studio.  We will hang up the group exhibition on Wednesday, May 5, 2011, and host an 

opening reception on Saturday, May 7
th

 from 4-7pm.  The reception was advertised through 

press releases, bookmarks, class announcements, and emails on school list serves.  It will have 

music and refreshments, and give the public an opportunity to view the works and possibly make 

offers to buy them.   

 Although the reception or the culmination of my honors thesis is not until May 7
th

, the 

paintings I made for the exhibition were successful both as a series and individually.  The thesis 

and exhibition forced me to view plein air painting in an entirely different way.  Painting 

realistically does not necessarily convey emotion or feeling as well as if I had been able to tweak 

the colors and composition to my liking. The paintings convey a sense of childhood wonderment 

and work satisfactorily as a series.  Furthermore, I am not only satisfied with my paintings 

aesthetically and conceptually, but I have appreciated learning about how to plan an exhibition 

and reception. 

 

  



ARTIST STATEMENT 

 

Nostalgia is a representation of the simple pleasures in life, which can lead to the deepest 

emotional and spiritual connections to the world around us.  Majestic mountain landscapes and 

lush green forests that I have seen signify the progress of earth and splendor of our natural world, 

which may often go unnoticed, but compel me to be grateful to live amongst it.  Being 

surrounded by the beauty that is Mother Nature inspires the landscapes and earthy subjects of my 

paintings. 

I create art as a means of viewing the world through optimistic eyes.  Nostalgic subjects 

from my past, such as cultural subjects and familiar landscapes are only depicted in a charming, 

upbeat manner, and void of any negative truths.  Bright color palettes and idyllic scenes 

represent my desire to return to a former time in life, because I often consider the grass greener 

in the memories of past experiences than today.  Constant layering of paint, fleeting brushwork, 

and the addition of subjects that do not quite fit within their context are used to create the most 

accurate vision of these desirous, and somewhat fabricated themes of nostalgia that are conjured 

in my mind.  

 

 

STATEMENT OF ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 Kashka Stitt & Nicole Lavely – press release 

 Chelsey Yingling – artwork labels for exhibition and bookmark 

 Christine Broduer – intermediary between artists and gallery 

 Dena Eichen – name tags for artists at reception 

 Stephanie Dammer – collecting artist biographies, artist statements, and photographs of 

works 

 Lauren Russel – refreshments for reception  

 Maxine & Steve Murray – gallery owners; provide the space for the exhibition, and 

music, paper products, and tables for reception



DITIONAL ATTACHMENTS 

Copy of exhibition postcard, 1.8” x 7”, cardstock 

 

 
 

Cherry Hill Summer, 24” x 36”, oil on canvas 



 
 

We Can Go As We Are and Not Be Questioned, 36” x 60”, oil on canvas 

 

 

 

It Never Rains on Fridays, 36” x 30”, oil on canvas 



 


