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 With the popularity of shows such as “16 and Pregnant,” “Teen Mom” and “The 

Secret Life of the American Teenager,” it would seem as though many Americans have 

an interest in the topic of teen pregnancy. The opinions formed on teen pregnancy based 

on watching these television series, however, can be misguided. Despite their attempt, 

reality shows cannot paint an accurate picture of the experiences of a teenaged mother 

because the audience thrives on drama, therefore it is “common to see teenage mothers 

represented as a manifestation of a problem” (Kirkman, Harrison, Hillier & Pyett, 2001, 

p. 280). Because of this slanted representation, these television shows cannot be 

considered an accurate representation.  

Instead of relying on television, however, we can look to academic studies to 

better understand the rates and effects of teen pregnancy. Social scientists have been 

studying teen pregnancy for decades and most of them have come to the same 

conclusion: teen pregnancy is a problem. Study after study indicates that teen mothers 

and their offspring face severe adversity (Keown, Woodward & Field, 2001). Even if they 

rely on their family members for support there is a strong chance those family members 

also are “impoverished and struggling for survival, and the support they can give is 

limited” (Cramer & McDonald, 1996, p. 161). Many of the studies indicate that teen 

pregnancy occurs in families that cannot afford it or to those who do not have the 

mental capacity to become a parent.  

This becomes even more problematic when the rate of teen pregnancy is elevated 

and there is a high frequency of families experiencing these circumstances, which is the 

case in the United States. Teen pregnancy rates in the United States are “twice as high as 

England and Canada and nine times higher than Japan and the Netherlands” (Kapinus 

& Gorman, 2004, p. 691). One study indicated that as many as, “35% of teenage women 
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become pregnant at least once before the age of 20” (Wines, 2007, p. ix), which is about 

one million pregnancies per year (Arehart-Treichel, 1978).  

Of the estimated one million United States’ teenagers to get pregnant in 1988, 

Nanci, a sixteen year old from Livermore, California, was one. Relying on statistical 

findings alone, we can predict and, possibly, understand Nanci’s family background as 

well as life as a result of an early onset of motherhood.  

First, we can assume that as a pregnant teenager, Nanci came from a “socially 

disadvantaged family background,” including exposure to “difficulties such as domestic 

violence, incest and drugs” (Thomas & Rickel, 1995, p. 201). The likelihood of Nanci 

completing high school is slim, considering only about 51% of teen mothers earned a 

diploma by the age of 22 (Perper, Peterson & Manlove, 2010). Whether a result of not 

obtaining a high school diploma or meeting the demands of motherhood, Nanci and her 

baby would have had a strong likelihood of “spending a substantial fraction of their 

lifetimes in poverty and are more likely to rely on government support” (Hotz, McElroy 

& Sanders, 2005, p. 684). The relationship between the mother and child would also be 

strained due to the likelihood of “a wide range of heath and social problems, including 

child abuse and neglect” (Klerman, 1993, p. 309). Nanci and her child likely experienced 

some form of: “short-term and long-term medical risks to mother and child; increased 

rates of maternal depression; lower educational and employee statistics, and low 

optimal parenting practices” (Bunting & McAuley, 2004, p. 207). None of which is a 

promising environment.   

The outcome of Nanci’s baby’s life can also be predicted by way of statistics. The 

data suggests that the baby would be “worse off than their peers, and that the 

differences last throughout childhood” (Yardley, 2008). One study found that the 
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infants of teenage mothers are “more likely to abuse drugs, have poor childhood health, 

have difficulty learning, and are 83% more likely to become a teen mother themselves” 

(Wines, 2007, p.1).  

Even though these studies paint a more accurate picture than the aforementioned 

television series, they are still not precise. It would be impossible to represent all the 

cases of teen pregnancy in one study or even hundreds. By putting these young women 

and their babies into categories of failure and hardships, we miss out on the possibilities 

and resilience of young mothers (SmithBattle, 2000). There are successful cases that 

generally involve a mother who has “coped well with early childbearing and who also 

provide supportive environments for their children” (Luster, Perlstadt, McKinney, Sims 

& Juang, 1996, p. 255). Such is the case with Nanci.    

Background 

 Nanci was born to Lorraine and Walt Hawkins in July 1972. She was the first 

child of both Lorraine and Walt, but the sixth child between the two. Each had children 

from previous marriages. Walt had two children prior to meeting Lorraine—Walter and 

Debbie Jean. Lorraine had three daughters—Sheryl, Debbie Leigh and Vicki. Since each 

partner had a daughter named “Debbie,” the daughters were often called by their first 

and middle names. By the time Walt and Lorraine had Nanci, the other children were 

much older, with Vicki being the closest in age to Nanci at eight years older. Although 

she grew up with her siblings in the house, by the time Nanci was a teenager they had all 

moved out and started families of their own.   

 Nanci had close relationships with her family members. Since many of her sisters 

were married, they also had children. Nanci often looked after her nieces and nephews 
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and spent time with them regularly. She had a strong relationship with both of her 

parents, but was able to communicate better with her father.  

By the time Nanci reached high school, she was very involved in school and 

extracurricular activities. She maintained a B grade point average and was a star player 

on her basketball team, playing point guard. Participating in her high school’s 

leadership class was one of her passions. Throughout high school Nanci held various 

positions including: Freshman Class Treasurer and Student Body Activities Director. 

When she was not busy with academics or athletics, she was with her friends. Although 

she had a large array of friends, Gail Brinkhaus and Katie Guidry were her best friends. 

She had known the two since eighth grade but did not become close until freshman year 

of high school. She also worked as a baker at a local bakery, Nolan’s Cake Shop.  

 In 1986, during Nanci’s freshman year of high school, she met Joe. He was a 

seventeen-year-old junior at Livermore High. Joe’s mother and father, Candy and Joe, 

were divorced. Joe lived with his mother, twin brother and younger sister. Nanci and 

Joe began to date shortly after meeting her freshman year and continued to date until 

the summer of 1989.    

The Pregnancy  

 Although she was sexually active, getting pregnant was the farthest thing from 

Nanci’s mind. As a high school junior, she was looking to her future. She had aspirations 

of attending the University of California, Santa Barbara and eventually becoming an 

event planner or paralegal. All of that changed, though, when Nanci discovered she was 

pregnant. Immediately she began to cry, because she was afraid of what the pregnancy 

meant. What was she going to do?  
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While she did not know the answer to the question in terms of the future, she did 

know that she was going to keep the baby. For Nanci, neither abortion nor adoption was 

an option. She did not believe in abortion and could not imagine living life knowing she 

had given birth to a baby that was being raised by another family of strangers. 

Unexpected or not, the baby was hers!  

In terms of statistics and information about other girls in her situation, Nanci’s 

knowledge was not there. Aside from hearing that within a year of her first pregnancy 

she would end up pregnant again, Nanci had not heard any other facts on the subject. 

Her school did not cover the topic in its curriculum and she was the first one in her class 

to get pregnant.  

As soon as she found out about the pregnancy, Nanci turned to her best friend 

Katie because she knew Katie would not only listen but also be sympathetic. The two 

decided the best thing to do was go to Katie’s mom, Judy, who worked on their high 

school campus. Judy was understanding and suggested that Nanci go to her parents.  

 Knowing that she could not tell her parents of the news without some support, 

Nanci first went to her sister, Debbie Jean. Debbie Jean agreed to be there for moral 

support when Nanci told their dad, Walt. Initially, Walt did not respond well. He 

immediately forbade Nanci from marrying Joe, the baby’s father, claiming Joe would 

not amount to anything. Together, Walt and Nanci delivered the news to Lorraine when 

she got home from work. She took it even harder than Walt. She began to weep at the 

thought of her baby having baby. After a few days of anger and tears, both Walt and 

Lorraine suddenly embraced the situation; they went from upset to supportive within 

the week. Looking back, Nanci believes that both of her parents were accepting because 

there was no other positive option.  
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 Once they got over the shock of their daughter’s news, Nanci’s parents wanted to 

discuss her future plans with her. The two agreed that finishing high school needed to be 

a priority of Nanci’s. In a family where only one of Nanci’s five older siblings had 

graduated high school, Lorraine and Walt had hoped that Nanci would be different, so 

they were not going to let the pregnancy stand in the way of her graduating from high 

school. In terms of finances, Nanci’s parents agreed to help her out. They offered for 

Nanci to continue living in their house, even when the baby arrived. She did not have to 

worry about medical insurance as Walt’s covered Nanci and the delivery. Once the baby 

arrived, Nanci paid for Medical for her infant but remained on her father’s insurance.   

There was only one other person, or family, to tell—the baby’s father and his 

family. Nanci dreaded telling Joe’s family more than telling her own. Joe’s mother, 

Candy, began to cry when she heard the news. She was upset that Nanci was going to be 

just like her—young and pregnant.  Although Candy was very sweet and supportive 

through the pregnancy and infancy, she did not have the financial means to help Nanci. 

Considering that her own parents were already onboard financially, Candy’s lack of 

financial help was not a problem. When the baby arrived, Candy remained supportive. 

She always offered to baby-sit and to help out in other non-financial ways. According to 

Nanci, Candy “was more support than the rest of Joe’s family offered, including Joe.”  

 Outside of their initial discussion, Nanci did not believe her parents treated her 

any differently. The desire for Nanci to become more responsible came from within. She 

wanted to prove to her parents that she was responsible and not just going to take 

advantage of them. One of the ways she showed her maturity was by contributing to the 

bill paying. After school or work, she would get the mail and if there was a bill that she 
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could afford to pay, often times the Pacific Gas & Electric bill, then she would take care 

of it without consulting her parents.  

 Coming from a large family and strong friend base meant that Nanci had plenty 

of support, especially early on. Emotionally, Nanci relied on her sisters, Katie and 

Katie’s mom, Judy. Of her four sisters, Vicki was Nanci’s “most supportive sister. We 

were never close before but once she found out I was pregnant, she was right there. She 

was always wanting to help.” Nanci took great comfort in knowing she had such a 

reliable support network.  

Impact of Pregnancy 

 Since Nanci was secure with her decision to keep her baby, she did not worry 

about what others thought of her. She did, however, worry about the impact her 

pregnancy would have on her parents’ reputation. Her mother belonged to a Lioness 

group, and Nanci feared the women would treat Lorraine differently upon learning that 

her teenaged daughter was pregnant. Nanci “was embarrassed that my mother and 

father would have to explain the situation. I especially worried about my mom’s feelings 

being hurt.” To Nanci’s surprise, Lorraine did not face the judgment she feared; instead, 

Lorraine’s friends were very supportive throughout the pregnancy.  

For the most part, Nanci also got the same positive reaction from her peer group 

as well. To Nanci’s knowledge, no one said anything about her pregnancy, and many of 

the organizations she had been a part of, including leadership, were encouraging. Even 

her math teacher showed his support by letting Nanci sit at his desk when she was close 

to full-term. As Nanci remembers it, “nobody really stopped being my friend because I 

got pregnant. I was pretty much the first in my class to get pregnant and no one ever 

gave me a hard time about it. If they did, it was behind my back because I never knew 
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about it.” One friend that openly stopped associating with Nanci, though, was her close 

friend Gail. Gail’s parents were strict and forbade her from spending time with Nanci. 

Even still, Gail remained supportive. 

 When Nanci told Judy the news of her pregnancy, Judy suggested Nanci speak 

with the assistant principal, Mr. Reid. Nanci agreed, and was surprised that someone in 

his capacity was so sympathetic. The two discussed her academic options, but he leaned 

toward Nanci enrolling in a local program called School Aged Mothers. As its title 

suggests, the program was for School Aged Mothers and provided soon-to-be mothers 

and new mothers a place to finish their education as well as receive information on 

being a parent. After considering her other options, which included remaining at 

Livermore High or dropping out of high school altogether, she decided that School Aged 

Mothers was the best option for her, because it would allow her to work more 

independently. Even though she would be attending a different school for the majority 

of her classes, Nanci would still have to take a math class offered only at Livermore 

High, thus ensuring that she would not have to completely abandon the life she knew 

before.  

 Nanci enrolled in the School Aged Mothers program at the start of the second 

semester of her junior year. Upon enrollment, she quit her job at the bakery in order to 

focus completely on school. School Aged Mothers proved to be a great option for Nanci. 

Not only could she focus on earning her diploma, but she also had the opportunity to 

meet other soon-to-be young mothers. She immediately became close with two of her 

fellow classmates, Cory and Stephanie.  

Although the program was working out well for Nanci, there was one problem she 

had with the school—the daycare. If she continued to attend the School Aged Mothers 
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after the arrival of her baby, then she would have to leave her baby in the care of other 

teenaged mothers at the daycare. After visiting it, Nanci was not comfortable with this 

arrangement. In order to bypass using the onsite daycare, Nanci decided to fulfill her 

diploma requirements by completing her coursework ahead of schedule. So rather than 

taking the year and half needed for a semester of junior year and a complete senior year, 

Nanci earned the required units within a semester. During this time, she worked 

diligently and maintained a 4.0 grade point average. Even though she completed her 

diploma requirements in the spring semester of 1989, she waited an entire academic 

year before receiving her diploma.   

Birth 

 Soon it was July and whether she was ready or not, Nanci was going to have a 

baby. Despite having a due date of July 4, there was no sign of the baby making an 

appearance until the ninth of July when Nanci’s water broke. She immediately went to 

the hospital, where they sent her home. The nurse informed her that it was only a false 

alarm; Nanci’s water had not broken. The next day, “I started having contractions, but I 

didn’t want to go in to the hospital only to have them tell me I was just a stupid teenager 

who didn’t know about labor,” said Nanci. As the contractions continued, though, 

Nanci’s sister Vicki was able to convince her to go to the hospital. It was during this 

second visit that they discovered “the nurse was wrong and my water had broken. I was 

in labor, and had been since the day before.” Like any other mother, Nanci was afraid 

because she did not know what to expect during the labor and delivery process. She 

opted to have a natural childbirth, which lasted an agonizing six hours. During 

childbirth she broke out in a fever, a result of the failure to recognize that her water had 

broken the previous day.  
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 Finally at 6:17 AM on July 10, exactly one week before Nanci’s seventeenth 

birthday, the life changing moment Nanci had been preparing for for the past nine 

months arrived—she was a mother to a nine pound, twelve and a half ounce baby girl. 

The baby was seemingly healthy but she was more susceptible to infection because of 

the water-breaking ordeal. As a result, the pediatrician required the baby to stay in the 

hospital for three days. Nanci was to be discharged before this time, but as she recalls, 

“my doctor knew I did not want to leave my baby so he pretended that he was worried 

about my risk of infection, and recommend I stay for an extra three days as well.” 

During their hospital stint, Nanci and baby had a variety of visitors; all of which showed 

their love and support for Nanci and her little one. After the third day in the hospital, 

Nanci and her baby girl were able to embark on their new lives together.  

 Once Nanci had her baby, the two had an instant bond, which was of no surprise 

to Nanci. She had believed that “we would always be close because what I experienced 

was a life-changing thing, and more than anything I wanted to be close to her.” The 

closeness Nanci desired was both emotional and physical. When the two came home 

from the hospital, Nanci always wanted her daughter in her room or nearby.  

Motherhood 

 When asked about her readiness for motherhood, Nanci cited her big family as 

her most valued resource, “coming from a big family helped. I had always watched my 

sisters’ babies and helped Aunt Sharon (Nanci’s great aunt) with her twins. I had just 

always been in a big family with lots of babies.” When it came time to create her own 

parenting style she was able to draw from her big family and take a little bit from each of 

her sisters as well as her childhood. She also received some information while enrolled 

at School Aged Mothers. Nanci, however, did not find it to be the most effective resource 
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for parenting, claiming, “at school-aged mothers we learned health, nutrition and 

parenting—we learned how to be a good parent. It wasn’t exactly helpful. It was real 

basic stuff that I had learned early on from being involved with babies my whole life.” 

The experience that Nanci had watching her sisters’ children gave her the confidence to 

be a mother. She remembers, “I just knew what to do most of the time. I was very 

mature for my age.” 

Nanci quickly learned that as much experience as watching the babies and young 

children in her family had given her, it was far from actually being a mother. As a 

mother, Nanci had to be the sole caregiver to her new child. Waking up throughout the 

night and trying to figure out her baby’s temperament was no easy task, especially once 

she returned to work. One of the hardest parts of being a new mom for Nanci was 

“taking sick days when I didn’t want to miss work. Unless the baby was really sick, she 

could stay with Vicki, but there were days when I had to call in.” Nursing was also 

another struggle the mother-daughter duo endured, which ended with Nanci giving up 

on the process and turning to formula.  

From day one, she had doubts in her mind about whether or not she was fit to be 

a mother. Nanci remembers, “for the most part I stayed positive, but did have my share 

on nights crying, because I was not out with my friends. I also remember holding her 

and crying, hoping that I made the right decision and that I was not going to ruin her 

life. I was afraid of not giving her everything I thought she deserved. I was young and 

even though I was around babies, what if I made a mistake?! Most of my crying was 

because I was so worried that I would not be able to provide for her. I thought it should 

not be my parents’ job.” 
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Luckily, Nanci had a large support system to help her cope with her struggles. 

Despite being a single parent for the most part, Nanci never felt alone. She remembers 

there “always being somebody, even when I didn’t want them. I always had support. I 

think that is part of being in a big family.” Nanci’s sister Debbie Leigh worked nearby so 

she came over every day on her lunch break to be with Nanci and her little one, and 

everyone else came to visit as often as possible. Because her support network remained 

loyal throughout her journey to motherhood, Nanci wanted to ensure that her daughter 

was close with each of them, as she grew older.   

Two months after becoming a mother, Nanci had to leave her baby’s side to 

return to work. Unlike most teenagers in her position, Nanci had no trouble finding a 

job. School Aged Mothers had an agreement with Farmer’s Insurance that allowed the 

mothers who finished their schooling to be hired on at the insurance company. This 

meant that there was a familiar face at work—Nanci’s friend Cory from School Aged 

Mothers also began to work at Farmer’s. Nanci started as a file clerk but was promoted 

to department lead within a few months.  

 While Nanci was at work, her daughter was in the care of one of Nanci’s mother’s 

closest friends, Lenora. Lenora had been a teacher in Portugal but since moving to the 

United States, she wished to open a daycare out of her home. She took the opportunity 

to pursue her dream when Nanci had her baby. Nanci had known Lenora for years, so 

she felt very comfortable leaving her child in Lenora’s care. According to Nanci, Lenora 

did not run an average daycare; she cared for the children and used her experience as a 

teacher to teach the young children. Even Nanci’s co-worker and friend, Cory, trusted 

Lenora with the care of her son. The new moms were able to receive quality childcare for 

a price they could afford on their single-parent income, since the state of California 
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offered a program that funded the food for daycares, cutting the price significantly. 

Nanci would continue to use Lenora and her daycare for three years.  

 After three years at Lenora’s daycare, Nanci decided to take her daughter 

somewhere new. After exploring her options, Nanci chose to enroll her daughter in a 

pre-school near her workplace. Nanci chose the pre-school not for the benefits of early 

education but because she “had heard good things about it, and price wise, it was ideal.”  

 Once their babies had arrived, Nanci and her School Aged Mothers friends did 

not remain as close. In fact, Nanci started to see them as people she did not want to be. 

When Stephanie had her daughter, she got married and moved out. The move put a 

strain on their relationship. Cory was in a complex situation. Her baby’s father had also 

fathered another child that was born within a few months of Cory’s son. Despite his 

unfaithfulness, Cory believed she and her baby’s father were meant to be. She continued 

to go out with the father and relied heavily on her mother to care for the child. Neither 

of these situations seemed healthy to Nanci, so she chose to separate herself from them.  

 Becoming a mother was not the only hardship Nanci faced in 1989. Shortly after 

the arrival of Nanci’s little one, her parents announced their divorce. This proved to be 

hard for her; even though everyone knew it was coming, it was not easy for the 

seventeen year old. Not to mention, the question of finances came up. Despite working 

full time, Nanci still relied on her father as her main source of income, so with him left 

the family’s income. Lorraine was so emotionally distraught from the divorce, that 

Nanci did not think she in a position to help if Nanci needed it. As it turned out, Walt 

felt guilty about abandoning the family for another a woman that he tried to help 

financially more than ever.  
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 After the divorce, Lorraine, Nanci and baby moved into an apartment. The living 

arrangement lasted until June of 1990, when Nanci and baby moved in with Nanci’s best 

friend, Katie. When Katie could no longer afford to live on her own, she moved back in 

with her parents, and Nanci’s mother, Lorraine, filled the vacant room in Nanci’s 

apartment.  

Part of the agreement between Nanci and Mr. Reid, the assistant principal at her 

original high school, was that she could participate in her class’ graduation ceremony in 

the spring of 1990. He also agreed to allow Nanci to visit her high school campus 

whenever she pleased and to participate in her class’ senior activities when the time 

came for them.  

In June 1990, when her senior class began to participate in senior activities and 

prepare for graduation, Nanci was a mother to an eleven month old. The agreement to 

participate in senior activities that had once sounded ideal to the pregnant teenager was 

not as tempting to the working mother. Since she was working full-time, Nanci “didn’t 

have enough vacation hours to participate in all of the senior activities. I had one week 

vacation and it had to be taken consecutively, so I saved it for the week of graduation.” 

Nanci made this decision alone, stating, “I was not forced or even told how to handle the 

situation. I knew it was my responsibility, plus the baby was so fun when she was little 

that I wanted to spend all of my time with her!” Even though she had tons of capable 

babysitters, Nanci did not want to leave her baby’s side. 

Toddler Years 

 As her baby grew into a toddler, the young mother faced new challenges. Unlike 

immobile babies, toddlers are very active and tend to get into everything and “teenagers 

aren’t always the most responsible at putting everything away.” Because of this, there 
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were some problems with the toddler getting into her mother’s things. Also, Nanci’s 

daughter turned into a biter when her teeth came in. She bit her cousins as well as kids 

at daycare. As a means of teaching her daughter a lesson, Nanci and her babysitters 

would bite the child, but she continued to bite well until she was four. Aside from these 

minor setbacks, the transition into the toddler years went smoothly.  It was also during 

this time that Nanci began to date again. After trying to work things out with Joe for 

seven months following the birth of their child, Nanci called off their relationship. By 

the time her daughter was one, Nanci was ready to date again and left her daughter 

under the supervision of her sister, Vicki, while she went out.  

Conclusion 

Nanci and her daughter have come a long way in the twenty-two years that have 

passed since their story began. Nanci married in August of 1994 and has since had two 

more daughters. She works as the Executive Assistant in the Newman-Crow’s Landing 

School District in Newman, California. Although she and her daughter have lived in 

different states since August of 2007, the two are closer than ever. This year marks an 

accomplishment in both of their lives, the daughter that undoubtedly changed Nanci’s 

life forever will be the first in their family to graduate from college, with a Bachelors 

degree in communication from the University of Arizona. The two have a lot to be 

thankful for and it all starts with Nanci’s maturity and dedication to becoming an 

amazing mother, despite her age. Thank you, Mom. I love you.  

Author’s Note 

Growing up, I never knew that the odds were against my mother and me. Looking 

back on my childhood, I have nothing but fond memories. If you told me that my mom 

struggled in the least or that times were ever tough, I probably would not believe you. I 
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had a loving mother and an amazing extended family, with cousins like sisters and aunts 

like second moms. Obviously everything was not picture perfect, but how boring would 

that be? My mom and I have had our fair share of arguments and shouting wars over the 

years, but that has never taken away from the fact that I love and respect her. We have 

always overcome any hardship that comes our way.  

I do not recall how old I was when I found out my mom had me as a teenager. By 

the time I reached high school, I knew that my mom had given birth around my age, but 

I never thought it was too out of the ordinary. In no way did my mom make it seem like 

we had a unique situation and neither did anyone in my family. I just thought she had 

me young and everything sort of fell into place. It wasn’t until MTV’s “16 and Pregnant” 

aired in 2009 that I began to realize that maybe our situation was a little more unique 

than I had realized and maybe my mom was a little more extraordinary than I had 

already thought. I began to ask a few questions about my grandparents’ reactions and 

where we lived when she had me, but I did not want to bombard my mom with 

questions so I left it at that. Thankfully this thesis gave me the opportunity to discuss in 

depth the circumstances surrounding my birth and early years. It has been an eye-

opening experience. I already knew that my mom was an amazing mother and woman 

but interviewing her for this piece made me see a different side of her that I had never 

realized existed.  

When I look at my mom, I see an extraordinary woman.  She is a woman of 

strength and determination, yet she remains so affectionate and selfless. Despite 

everything she had to give up when she had me and all of the struggles she had to 

overcome in order to provide for me, I am her pride and joy. This probably isn’t 

surprising to most since mothers are known to love their children unconditionally, but 
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to me there is something special about it. Faced with the same situation as her, even 

now at the age of twenty-one, I do not think I could have as much fortitude as my mom 

did at the young age of sixteen. It goes to show that love really can move mountains and 

odds can be beaten. The love and respect I have for my mother is deeper than any ocean 

and stronger than any hurricane. She is my rock and the reason I constantly strive to be 

a better person.  
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Appendix A 

 

July 10, 1989: My mom holding me for the first time.  

 

 

  


