




































































































































































































































































































































































168 

8A View of the Present State of Ireland, ed. W. L. 
Renwick (Oxford:--Clarendon Press, 1970). Irenius, of 
course, speaks for Spenser in the dialogue, responding in 
numerous instances to Eudoxus' plea for antiquarian lore. 

9Joanne Craig, "The Image of Mortality: Myth and 
History in the Faerie Queene," �~�,� 38 (1972), p. 521. The 
Variorum editors suggest that Spenser either idealizes what 
has been or, where history and poetic episode correspond 
poorly, describes what should be; yet Book V is thought to 
reflect a reasonable justification of Elizabethan foreign 
policy. See vol. 5 of The Works £! Edmund Spenser: A 
Variorum Edition (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1936), 
pp. 299-335, which relies heavily on Edwin Greenlaw, Studies 
in Spenser's Historical Allegory (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
Press, 1932). 

10 Ornstein, p. 11. 

11The phrase is from Harry Berger's discussion of 
Spenser's "retrospective vision" in Spenser: A Collection 
of Critical Essays (Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1968), 
p. 8. 

12Fletcher, pp. 38-40. For an outline of Renaissance 
cyclical philosophies of history see Frank E. Manuel, Shapes 
of Philosophical History (Stanford: Stanford Univ. Press, 
1965), pp. 46-60. A thorough review of classical, medieval, 
continental, and native historical theories current in 
Spenser's day can be found in an unpublished dissertation by 
Patrick O'Dyer Spurgeon, "The Poet Historical: Edmund 
Spenser--A Study of Renaissance Methods and Uses of History." 

13The phrase is from C. S. Lewis, The Discarded 
Image: �~� introduction to medieval �~� Renaissance 
literature (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1964), 
pp. 174-75, quoted in Fletcher, pp. 41-43. 

14Berger, p. 8. See also his related work on poetic 
vision in "Archaism, Vision, and Revision: Studies in 
Vergil, Plato, and Milton," Centennial Review, 2 (1967), 
pp. 24-52. 

15Fletcher, p. 40. 

16He terms this Spenser's "stereoscopical" image; in 
Spenser, p. 10. 
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17F. Smith Fussner, Tudor History ~ the Historians 
(New York and London: Basic Books, Inc., 1970~p. 228. No 
detailed examination of the pre-Aramda popularity of his
tories yet exists. 

18See Louis B. Wright, Middle-Class Culture in 
Elizabethan England (1935; rpt. Ithaca: Cornell Univ. Press, 
1958); and Herschel Baker, The Race of Time: Three Lectures 
£ll Renaissance HistoriographY'(Toronto: Univ. of Toronto 
Press, 1967). 

19Wright, p. 310. Spurgeon also mentions the 
patriotic cause while noting, as I do, the profusion of 
historical titles in years immediately preceding the Aramda. 

20Douglas Northrop, "Spenser's Defense of Elizabeth," 
Univ. of Toronto Quarterly, 36 (1969), p. 277. 

21Baker, pp. 15-16, summarizes this view. 

22Basil Willey, The Seventeenth Century Backtround: 
Studies in the Thought of the ~ in Relation to Poe ry and 
Religion-rLondon, 1934; rpt. Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday 
Anchor Books, 1953), p. 14. 

23V· 1 ~ew, p. . 

24These points are discussed in J. R. Hale, 
"Sixteenth-Century Explanations of War and Violence," Past 
and Present, 51 (1971), pp. 3-26; and Nicholas P. Canny, The 
Elizabethan Conguest of Ireland: A Pattern Established 
1565-76 (New York: Barnes & Noble-Books, 1976). 

25Michael O'Connell, Mirror and Veil: The Historical 
Dimension of Spenser's Faerie Queene-rGhapel Hill: Univ. of 
North Carolina Press, 1977), pp. 133 ff; and Northrop, passim. 
In chapter five O'Connell discusses "Myth and History in the 
Legend of Justice," treating historical content as inter
mittent typological allusion or continuous historical alle
gory. 

26Fletcher, p. 42. 

27Rosemund Tuve, Allegorical Imagery: Some Mediaeval 
Books and Their Posterity (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 
1966),p. 417. Tuve suggests that "Spenser's choice of 
mediaeval romance settings, characters and conventions is to 
be seen as a choice of fashionable 'modern' idiom, the choice 
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of a genre with a filip of topical contemporary interest, not 
nostalgic return" (p. 342). 

28Fletcher, p. 41. He does not illustrate this 
attitude in Spenser's poetry, however. 

29~ Ruines of ~, 11. 69-70; in Craig, p. 524. 

30The Historical Revolution: English Historical 
Writing and Thought 1580-1640 (London: Routledge and Kegan 
Paul, 1962T, pp. 163-90. Fussner is primarily interested in 
seventeenth century territorial histories (pp. 175-85). 

31As Fussner notes, Augustine's theology of history 
dominates medieval historiography, and it is basically 
"linear": "There could be no cycles in the Augustinian 
world, for to admit them would be to walk in the circles 
of the pagans • •• " (p. 11). 

32Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 207, who adds a 
note on the widespread popularity of universal history: 
"Like most of his contemporaries, Raleigh was inclined to 
assume that the past was a spectacle witnessed from the 
present, that mutability did not reign, either in nature or 
in history, and that the lessons valid for all time could be 
drawn from few or singular historical examples" (pp. 205-06). 

33Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 185. 

34See Fussner's account in his Historical Revolution, 
pp. 278-88. 

35Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 164. 
Fussner's definition includes a few works of decidedly 
medieval or modern historiography, yet such histories are 
exceptional. Elizabethan historical writing in which a 
"territorial point of view" operates generally exhibits a 
tentative rejection of medieval authorities and only 
conditional acceptance of the newer historiography. In the 
present work, "territorial history" refers only to this 
"transitional" form of history writing. 

36Quoted in Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 157. 

37For a general survey of these works see May 
McKisack, Medieval History in the Tudor Age (Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1971), pp.-r2b=54. W. G. Hoskins, Local 
History in England, 2nd ed. (1959; rpt. London: Longman, 
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1972), argues that English local history begins with William 
of Worcester's itinerary (1477-1480), although Hoskins 
considers William of Worcester and John Leland mere 
topographers, not historians (p. 17). 

38II.Proem.2.3-4. In the present study all 
references are to Hamilton's edition. 

39The following analysis is heavily indebted to F. J. 
Levy, Tudor Historical Thought (San Marino: The Huntington 
Library, 1967); Wallace K. Ferguson, The Renaissance in 
Historical Thought: Five Centuries of Interpretation 
(Cambridge: Riverside Press, 1948); Peter Burke, The 
Renaissance Sense of the Past (New York: St. Martin's Press, 
1969); and Arthur B. Ferguson, Clio Unbound: Perception of 
~ Social and Cultural past in Renaissance England, Duke 
Monographs in Medieval and Renaissance Studies, number 2 
(Durham: Duke Univ. Press, 1979). 

40For French influence in the development of a modern 
historiography see Julian H. Franklin, Jean Bodin and the 
Sixteenth-century Revolution in the Methodology of Law and 
History (New York and London: Columbia Univ. Press, 1963T. 

41From his Course of Lectures, III (Feb. 3, 1818), 
quoted in Fletcher, p. 42, n. 36. 

NOTES TO CHAPTER 2 

1Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 230. 

2Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 165. 

3The Lives of the Noble Grecians and Romanes • • • 
Translated out of Gree~into French Bx lames Amyot • 
out of French into Englishe Bx Thomas North, 1579. 

4See , for example, chapter 9, "The Utility of 
History," in Wright, pp. 297-338. 

5Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 151. 

. . 

6William Lambarde: Elizabethan Jurist 1536-1601 (New 
Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers Univ. Press, 1965), p. 37. 



Dunkel's reference to 
Burghley is on p. 43. 
Kent: Conteining the 
that Shyre, 1576. ---
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the communication between Parker and 
For Lambarde, see A Perambulation of 

description, Hystorie~ and Customes of 

7For detailed accounts of the antiquarian and 
political implications of the Saxon revival see Levy, pp. 
114-22, and Rosemund Tuve, "Ancients, Moderns and Saxons," 
ELH, 6 (19-39), pp. 177-90. 

BLevy , pp. 129-30, 13B-39. 

9Levy, p. 140 

10The complete title of Camden's work is Britannia: 
or, ~ Chorographical Description of ~ Flourishing Kingdoms 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland, ~ the Islands Adjacent; 
from the Earliest Antiguity. All references in the present 
study refer to the 1607 edition, ed. Richard Gough (1806; 
rpt. Hildesheim and New York: Georg Olms Verlag, 1974). 

11Camden, p. xxxv. 

12Camden, p. 307. 

13John Stow, A Survey of London, vol. 1, ed. 
Charles L. Kingsford TOxford: Clarendon Press, 190B), p. iii. 

14Levy, pp. 33-78. 

15In his dedication to Wotton in the 1596 edition of 
the Perambulation, Lambarde compares his own work to the 
miner's: "to digge and gather the Owre: Then by fire to 
trie out the Metall, and to cast it into certeine rude 
lumpes ••• And lastly to commit them to Artificers, that 
can thereof make things seruiceable and meet for use. 
Somewhat after which sort, I my selfe, being very desirous 
to attaine to some knowledge ••• of the Anitguities of 
this Realme, which (as Metall conteined within the bowels 
of the earth) lie hidden in olde bookes hoorded up in cor
ners, did ••• my selfe digge" (sig. A2r). 

16History, Guilt, and Habit (Middleton, Conn.: 
Wesleyan Univ. Press, 1979~pp. 48-49. 

17Levy, p. 287. 

1BHuizinga, p. 203. 



19Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 299. 

20Camden, p. xxxvi. 

21 Camden, p. xxxvi. 

22Camden, p. xxxvii. 

23Fussner, Historical Revolution, pp. 300-05. 
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24The Renaissance in England, eds. Hyder E. Rollins 
and Herschel Baker (Lexington, Mass.: D. C. Heath, 1954), 
p. 20. 

25Rollins and Baker, p. 19. 

26Levy , p. 130. 

27Rollins and Baker, p. 42. 

28Wotton also cites Alexander Nevill, probably out 
of political necessity. 

29Thomas More, lhe History of King Richard III, ed. 
Richard S. Sylvester, The Yale Edition of the Complete Works 
of St. Thomas More, II (New Haven and London: Yale Univ. 
Press, 1963), p. 9. 

30M ore, pp. 12-13. 

31See J. Huizinga, The Waning of the Middle Ages 
(1949; rpt. Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1954), chupter 15, 
"Symbolism in Its Decline," pp. 200-14. 

32Fletcher, pp. 37-43. 

33Camden, p. xxxv. 

34Stow, p. lxxxi. 

35Barfield, in S~eaker's Meaning (Middleton, Conn.: 
Wesleyan Univ. Press, 19 7), p. 14, points out that it is 
Coleridge who first uses the word in its present sense. See 
Burke on Petrarch, pp. 23 ff. 

36Barfield, Speaker's Meaning, pp. 13-14. 
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37Levy, p. 8. He continues: "the whole history of 
England needed to be rethought. The emphasis on the secular, 
and especially on the political, meant that the standards of 
accuracy had to be revised." 

38Valla's work was translated into English as early 
as 1534; see Levy, p. 84. 

39Levy, pp. 132-34. 

40Burke, p. 4. 

41 Franklin, p. 51 in chapter III, "The Attack on the 
Authority of Roman Law," pp. 36-58. 

42See , e.g., Charles Bowie Millican, Spenser and the 
Table Round, Harvard Studies in Comparative Literature, 8 
(Cambridge: Harvard Univ. Press, 1932), pp. 25 ff. 

43Levy, p. 64. In his edition of Three Books of 
Polydore Vergil's English History (London: John Bowyer 
Nichols and Son, 1844) Sir Henry Ellis cites Sir Henry 
Savile's contemporary note that Vergil's foreign status alone 
discredited him: "homo Italus. et in rebus nostris hospes" 
(p. xxi). 

44Quoted in Rollins and Baker, p. 8. 

45Frances A. Yates, Giordano Bruno and the Hermetic 
Tradition (1964; rpt. New York: Vintage Books, 1969), 
p. 398. 

46See Fussner's discussion, Historical Revolution, 
pp. 287 ff. 

47Lambarde, pp. 59-60. 

48Lambarde, p. 61. 

49Lambarde, p. 61. 

59. 50Lambarde, p. 

51Geoffrey's 
Rhenatus' Germania. 

England rivals the translatio imperii of 
See Levy, pp. 124-29. 
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52The European practice of applying antiquarian 
techniques to the study of national origins is discussed by 
Levy, pp. 124 ff. 

53Franklin gives a good account of Bodin's study of 
the .jus gentium, in chapter 4, "Jean Bodin and the 
Comparative Approach to Universal Jurisprudence," pp. 59-79. 

54Burke, p. 21-49. 

55Franklin, p. 152. 

56Franklin, pp. 116-36. 

57See Levy, pp. 106-10, for Rastell and Jewell. 

58Stow, p. 1. His rejection of Berosus' forgeries 
is mentioned by Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 216. 

59Camden, p. liVe 

60Fussner, pp. 92-3. The best study apparently 
remains an unpublished disseration by Linda Van Norden, "The 
Elizabethan College of Antiquaries"; and see also chapter 7, 
"The Elizabethan Society of Antiquaries" in McKisack, 
pp.155-69. 

61 "Ancients, Moderns and Saxons," p. 177. 

62Fussner, Historical Revolution, pp. 175-76. 

63Leonard F. Dean, "Sir Francis Bacon's Theory of 
Civil History Writing," ELH, 8 (1941), p. 172. 

64From The Works of Francis Bacon, ed. Spedding, 
Ellis, and Heat~Boston, 1860-1864), 8, 419; quoted in Dean, 
p. 181. 

65Bacon's Works, 8.424-25. Changes in territorial 
history suggest, roughly, an evolution in scope from 
universal inclusiveness in medieval histories to national 
history (Brut, e.g., which adapted the traditional seven 
books of universalism to national form), to county (Lam
barde), to city (Stow), to institution (Selden), and finally 
to Bacon's emphasis on "the smaller passages" of men. 
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66Sir Walter Raleigh, The History of the World, ed. 
C. A. Patrides (London: Macmillan Press, 1971)7 pp. 75-76. 
Patrides, p. 34, notes that Raleigh's emphasis is "often 
placed on the inadequacy of explaining human affairs through 
a consideration of secondary courses only." In his 
introduction to The Evolution of British Historio~raphY !!£m 
Bacon to Namier TCIeveland: Meridian Books, 1964 , J. R. 
Hale sees Raleigh as a "transitional" writer: "In precept 
he stressed the role of God as a cause, but in practice he 
pursued the secondary causes of accident and motive; on the 
title page we meet an allegory of history with the eye of 
Providentia watching over all, but we close the book with 
the feeling that man's destiny is largely in his own hands" 
(p. 14). For a useful study of epic and history, see 
Robert E. Burkhart, "History, the Epic, and the Faerie 
Queene," English Studies (Amsterdam) 56, (1975), pp. 14-19. 

67The complete title is Poly-Olbion. Q£ A 
Chorographicall Description of Tracts, Rivers, Mountaines, 
Forests, and other Parts of this renowned Isle of Great 
Britaine ••• Digested in ~ Poem, 1612. 

68F. J. Levy, "Sir Philip Sidney and the Idea of 
History," Bibliothegue d'Humanisme et Renaissance, 26 (1964), 
pp.615-16. 

NOTES TO CHAPTER 3 

1Such was the view of H. S. V. Jones, cited in 
Spenser's Prose Work, edt Rudolf Gottfried, vol. 9 of The 
Works of Edmund Spenser: A Variorum Edition, eds. Edwin 
Greenlaw et ale (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins, 1949), p. 500. 
Quotations from the text referring to the View will be taken 
from A View ~ the Present State of Ireland, edt W. L. 
Renwick-rDXford: Clarendon Press, 1970). 

2~ Dialogue 1£ English Literature, Yale Studies in 
English, 42, edt Albert S. Cook (New York: Henry Holt and 
Company, 1911), p. 59. 

3Merrill, p. 65. 
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4View, pp. 189-90. To my knowledge no one has made 
a study of Spenser's philosophy of history, territorial or 
otherwise, in the View, although Renwick discusses the View's 
modernist tendencies: "Generally, Spenser belongs to the 
newer sceptical school, and was applying the latest methods 
as laid down by Jean Bodin--indeed, modern methods, though 
his judgment of authorities was that of his time and not 
ours" (View, pp. 194-95). 

5paul Johnson, Elizabeth 11 A BiographY (New York, 
Chicago, San Francisco: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1974), 
p. 377. 

6View , p. 183. 

7View, p. 169. 

8View , p. 182. 

9Spenser's affection for Ireland is known yet still 
requires emphasis. Consider, for example, the implications 
of A. L. Rowse's observation that only Spenser among his 
peers was interested enough in Irish poetry to have it 
translated--The Expansion of Elizabethan England (London: 
Macmillan, 1955), p. 157. -rn The Elizabethans and the Irish 
(Ithaca: Cornell Univ. Press, 1966), David Beers Quinn 
deprecates Elizabethan methods for colonizing and 
satirizing the Irish, although he admits that the English 
"did produce a fairly coherent picture of what Irish life 
was like" (p. 21). He lists Spenser with Campion and 
Harington among those who demonstrated some tolerance for 
Irish ways. 

10Helena Shire, A Preface to Spenser (London and 
New York: Longman, 1978), p. 51. -

11Variorum, vol. 9, p. 43. 

12fu.l!, p. 2. 

13See Renwick's helpful explanation of Spenser's 
knowledge of this practice, p. 193, n. 32, 1. 4. 

14View, pp. 2-3. 

15View, p. 62. Spenser is neither gleeful nor 
horrified by this specter, as some have argued. Rather, he 
quite objectively observes the remnant of a Gaulic custom. 



16View , pp. 18-19. 

17Fussner, Historical Revolution, p. 157. 

18Fussner, Historical Revolution, pp. 178-79. 

19~, p. 60. 

20View, pp. 87-88. 

21 J 6 ohnson, p. 38 • 
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22J • W. Allen, A History of Political Thought in the 
Sixteenth Century (London, 1928; rpt. London and New York: 
University Paperbacks, 1960), p. 406. 

23Richard Hooker, Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical 
Polity: An Abridged Edition, ed.-X:-S:-McGrade and Brian 
Vickers (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1975), pp. 18-23. 

24Hooker, pp. 141-42. 

25View , pp. 168-69. Spenser cites Machiavelli on 
the need to give such governors absolute power while having 
them "dearly answer" for abusing that power. See Renwick's 
note on Spenser's accuracy, p. 228 n. 169, 1.3. 

26View , p. 53. 

27Rowse, p. 108, comments on Spenser's lenience in 
matters of religious abuse. In the View God's providence is 
invoked in only one place, a minor reference to the fortu
nate mixing of nations in the early history of Ireland 
(p. 47). 

28 Allen, p. 11. 

29View, p. 84; see also p. 161. 

30View, pp. 141-42. 

31"Spenser as an Historian," p. 329. The reference 
is to the View, p. 50. 

32"Spenser as an Historian," p. 329. 

33T. D. Kendrick, British Antiguity (London: Methuen 
& Co., 1950), p. 141. 



34Shire, p. 51. 

35Rowse, p. 103. 

NOTES TO CHAPTER 4 
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1See , for example, "Myth and History in the Legend 
of Justice" in O'Connell, pp. 125-60. Dunseath's study of 
Book V does not refer to the View at all, and one finds only 
seven minor references in James Nohrnberg's exhaustive work, 
The Analogy of the Faerie Queene (Princeton: Princeton 
Univ. Press, 1976T. 

2Dunseath cites Lewis (see above, p. 3), Grierson 
("The political fifth is the dullest of all."), and Hamilton 
("Spenser's fiction seems to break down in Book Five."). 
Dunseath believes that V is the least popular book of 
the Faerie Queene (p. 3). 

30'Connell, p. 132. 

40'Connell, p. 131. 

50'Connell, p. 132. 

6See , for example, Hooker, pp. 141-43. Spenser 
suggests a change in "only such defects in the common law, 
and inconveniences in the statutes, as in the beginning we 
noted and as men of deep insight shall advise ••• " (p. 
142). 

70 'Connell, p. 158. 

8The Metamorphoses, Book I, trans. Horace Gergory 
(New York: New American Library, 1958), p. 37. 

Faerie 
RES, 21 

9Fletcher, p. 138. 

10W• Nicholas Knight, "The Narrative Unity of the 
ueene V: 'That part of Justice which is Equity,'" 

1970), pp. 267-94. 
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11View, p. 86. Irenius continues: "For if his body 
were neglected, it is like that his languishing soul, being 
disquieted by his diseaseful body, would utterly refuse and 
loath all spiritual comfort. But if his body were first 
recured and brought to good frame, should there not then be 
found best time to recure his soul also? So it is in the 
state of a realm." To at least one reader, however, this 
conventional metaphor is one of several in the View that 
merely disguises colonial aggression. See Eamon Grennan, 
"Language and Politics: A Note on Some Metaphors in 
Spenser's A View of the Present State of Ireland," in Spenser 
Studies, 3, eds. Patrick Cullen and Thomas P. Roche, Jr. 
(Pittsburgh: Univ. of Pittsburgh Press, 1982), pp. 99-110. 

12See especially chapter 3, "Power and Law," in Jane 
Aptekar, Icons £! Justice: Iconography & Thematic Imagery ill 
Book V £! The Faerie Queene (New York and London: Columbia 
Univ. Press, 1969); and "The Custodian of Europe" in 
Nohrnberg, pp. 409-25. 

13Spenser does not necessarily advocate the 
substitution of specific English laws for Irish ones. As 
Hooker observes, "one kind of laws cannot serve for all 
kinds of regiment ••• " (p. 141). 

14Thomas P. Roche, The Kindly Flame: A St(dy of the 
Third and Fourth Books of Spenser's Faerie Queene Prince
ton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1964), pp. 43-50. 

15Kendrick, p. 128. In one ms of the ~ Spenser 
compares a weakness in Irish historians with those English 
historians who too easily accept the Historia of Geoffrey: 
"But the Iryshe doe hearin no otherwise then our vayne 
Englyshemen doe in the tale of Brutus, whome they devise to 
haue firste conquered and inhabited this lande, it beeinge 
as impossible to prove that their euer was anie suche 
Britons of Albanye ••• " View (p. 197). 

16Anthea Hume, Edmund Spenser: Protestant ~ 
(Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1984), p. 154. Carrie 
Anna Harper, The Sources of The British Chronicle History ill 
Spenser's Faerie Queene, Diss. Bryn Mawr 1910 (Philadelphia: 
John C. Winston Co., 1910), argues that "Spenser was at heart 
a topographer and an antiquarian" (p. 22) who had probably 
planned his chronicle of British kings in Book II as a 
separate poem (pp. 187-90). 
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17See Aptekar, pp. 18-20 and Samuel Chew, The Virtues 
Reconciled: An Iconographic Study (Toronto: Univ. Toronto 
Press, 1947). 

18Hamilton comments on xi.41.n.6-9; Dunseath, 
pp. 126, 221. 

19Variorum, vol. 9, pp. 236-45. 

20Fletcher, p. 247. 

21Brief Note, p. 243. 

22Renwick discusses the specifics of Tyrone's rise, 
in View, p. 218. 

23 Brief Note, pp. 238, 242. 

24This analogy is exploited by Nohrnberg, p. 366, in 
a general cqmparison of Books II and V, pp. 352-71, and 
especially in the association of temperance and justice as 
virtues of the mean between extremes, pp. 389-94. 

25William Nelson, The Poetry of Edmund Spenser: A 
Study (New York and London: Columbia Univ. Press, 1963), p. 
268; Fletcher, p. 279; and O'Connell, p. 150. See also 
Nohrnberg on "The Art of Equity," pp. 372-94. 

26See above, pp. 62-63. One finds the rather 
conventional metaphor in a discussion of mercy in Pierre de 
La Primaudaye's French Acadamy (translated into English by 
Thomas Bowes, 1586); cited in Nohrnberg, p. 382. One would 
expect to find a "marriage" of common law and equity in one 
of two Elizabethan courts: Chancery and Requests. Accord
ing to G. R. Elton, The Tudor Constitution: Documents and 
Commentary (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1960), the 
primary responsibility in Chancery was equity: "The 
chancellor applied principles of natural justice, common 
sense and common fairness, and originally equity meant no 
more than that" (p. 151). The Court of Requests, as Lam
barde noted, "doth participate with the nature of the 
Chancery; but in that the bills here be exhibited to the 
majesty of the king only ••• " (p. 187). Unlike Chancery, 
Requests was a special court of equity "for poor men's 
causes" (p. 186). Both courts were established in part 
to cover situations not specified in common law. Spenser, 
one recalls, was Clerk of Faculties and Recognisances in 
Chancery Court in Ireland (1581-2); as Renwick observes, 



his "survey of the courts, laws, and police is thoroughly 
competent" (View, p. 183). 
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27Donald V. Stump, "Isis Versus Mercilla: The 
Allegorical Shrines in Spenser's Legend of Justice," Spenser 
Studies, 3 (1983), pp. 87-98. 

28Stump, p. 96. 

29For the distinction between "mischief" and 
"inconvenience" in the law see above, p. 76. The statute 
involved is the Second Treasons Act of Elizabeth, 1571: 13 
Eliz. I, c.I, naming any persons who "maliciously, advisedly 
and directly publish, declare, hold opinion, affirm or say 
by any speech, express words or sayings, that our sovereign 
lady queen Elizabeth during her life is not or ought not to 
be Queen of this realm of England and also of the realms of 
France and Ireland ••• " (Elton, p. 73). 

30Johnson, pp. 289-92. 

31 View, p. 5. 

32Judith Anderson, "'Nor Man It Is': The Knight of 
Justice in Book V of Spenser's Faerie Queene," PMLA, 85 
(1970), pp. 65-77; rpt. in Essential Articles for the Study 
of Edmund syenser, ed. A. C. Hamilton (Hamden, Conn.: Archon 
Books, 1972 , p. 451. 

33Anderson, p. 449. 

340 'Connell , p. 156. 

35O'Connell, p. 150. 

36Nelson, p. 275. 

37O'Connell, p. 155. 

380 'Connell, p. 155. In Endlesse Worke: Spenser 
and the Structures of Discourse (Baltimore and London: Johns 
Hopkins Univ. Press~1981), Goldberg argues that Spenser has 
misread the nature of power. For Goldberg, Book V speaks 
"the language of power as Machiavelli describes it" {po 168); 
Artegall is recalled, ironically, by a court that "depends 
upon its fictions of justice and mercy, of pity and 
restraint, and ••• Lthat] must punish those who do what it 
wants done"--Envy and Detraction, it seems, have spoken the" 
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truth (p. 168). Goldberg concludes that Spenser, "giving up 
the fiction that the poet speaks in the text at all," takes 
authority for his treatise on justice and also adopts a 
"voice of authority" in it~ and by failing in both, the poet 
"is doubly undone" (p. 169). 

NOTES TO CHAPTER 5 

1Nohrnberg, p. 352. 

2In n. i.2.7-9. 

3Kathleen Williams notes that Spenser would have 
felt a duty to discuss his ideas in terms of contemporaneous 
issues yet would also have agreed with her own conclusion 
"that actual political and social occurrences were no more 
likely in the sixteenth century than in our own to embody 
justice, but only to approximate more or less nearly to just 
action"; in Spenser's World of Glass: A Reading of The 
Faerie Queene (Berkeley and Los Angeles: Univ. of Cali
fornia Press, 1966), p. 152. 

4Gouge, following Todd, makes this suggestion in The 
Faerie Queene V (Cambridge: Oxford Univ. Press, 1921), pp. 
165-66. 

5Above, p. 121. 

6Gough, p. 176. 

7The Second Treasons Act of 1571 held that the goods 
of anyone judged guilty of high treason would be forfeited 
to Elizabeth (Elton, p. 74). Hamilton points to the Mosaic 
story in Deuteronomy 9.21 (n. 2.27.9); see also Exodus 32. 
7-20. 

8Hamilton's note at II.viii points to the scattered 
instances of providential intervention in the Faerie ~ueene, 
those regarding Arthur as God's instrument: I.vi.34., 
I.vii.12.3, I.viii.1, III.v.27., III.viii.29, IV.vii.23, 
and V.vi.34. 

9Nelson, p. 265. 



10In n. ii.36.7. 

11Hooker, pp. 142-43. 

12Above, pp. 107-08. 
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13Sanglier and the Squire agree to his terms. See 
Hamilton's note at i.25.1-4. 



GLOSSARY 

antiquarianism - the private or institutional study of 
documents, records, registers, physical artifacts, 
monuments, and other antiquities, including the 
subsequent, often nostalgic, historical reconstruc
tion of the origins of peoples, places, laws, myths, 
religious rites, and social customs 

chorography - a combined form of history and geography; the 
study and description of a particular area such as 
a city, county, or state, based on the direct 
observation of that area and its historical artifacts 
and structured in spacial rather than chronological 
or alphabetical order 

chronicle - occasionally synonymous with "history," specifi
cally a detailed record of natural or human events 
arranged in chronological (often annual) order and 
offered as statements of fact, traditionally without 
comment, interpretation, or analysis 

cyclical theory - a philosophy of history in which the 
vicissitudes of history are considered subject to 
a periodic order discernible in the general charac
ter of distinct historical ages (states, customs, 
institutions) and their eternal and sequential 
recurrence 

developmental theory - a philosophy of history in which 
historical change occurs in a generally organic, 
progressive manner along continuous lines of 
causal connections 

historical allegory - discourse that refers intermittently 
or continuously, in a metaphorical or symbolical 
way, beyond literal expression to actual historical 
experience 

inconvenience - a legalistic term for the general moral, 
ethical, or political harm resulting from an 
unavoidable conflict of rights in law or from 
a specific law improperly framed, administered, 
maintained, or observed 
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linear theory - a philosophy of history in which historical 
events or ages, acting in harmony with divine, 
natural, or rational laws, conform to an ordered 
movement of a generally progressive or regressive 
nature, usually toward an end either predestined or 
fixed in the course of the movement itself 

local history - a form of territorial history, often choro
graphic in form, focusing on a particular city or 
county 

problematic history - a type of history limited in scope to 
specific social, economic, or political problems in 
which isolated laws, customs, scholarly disciplines, 
and institutions (especially those examined in 
seventeenth-century English histories of Church, 
Parliament, and Courts of Law) are considered from 
a developmental point of view 

prophecy - a visionary expression of divine or eternal truth 
immanent in history that argues the subjugation of 
public experience to a higher moral order 

prophetic historicism - according to Angus Fletcher's defini
tion, a philosophy or "shape" of history in which the 
historian discovers metahistorical or transcendental 
as well as historical truths and by which the epic 
poet develops, in a universalizing way, allusions to 
topical events that "go through their historical 
particularity ••• [to] a level of transcendent 
meaning" (The Prophetic Moment, p. 42) 

territorial history - according to F. S. Fussner's analysis 
of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century historiography, 
a type of history limited in scope to local, 
national, biographical, and episodic historical 
matter as it illuminates the contemporary concerns 
of the nation state, especially in the developmental, 
antiquarian, and sometimes chorographic study of the 
origins and cultural development of indigenous 
peoples 

universal history - a type of history of universal scope 
(especially world histories and histories of 
histories) in which the ages, cultures, or experi
ences of man are united in a single coherent cycli
calor linear scheme 



187 

view - the term occasionally synonymous with "survey" and 
"history," specifically a legalistic and historical 
title derived from the practice of viewing and sur
veying land and used to denote territorial histories 
chorographic in nature and local or national in 
scope 
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