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ABSTRACT 

This dissertation is the result of an interest in the 

description of al-Yaman and the ~agramawt found in medieval Arabic 

texts. 

These texts have never been translated into English to any 

important degree, and this research represents therefore a pioneer 

effort. 

The dissertation begins with an overview, a summary of how 

medieval Arabic geography began and developed through the influences of 

Greek, Indian, and Iranian thought to the classical period of Arabic 

geography and subsequently declined into an age of compilation. 

This is followed up by a section on the life and works of each 

author, how the work here translated fits into his career, and how each 

work relates to the knowledge and information available to that author 

in his contemporary learned society. 

The main part of the dissertation deals with the translations 

themselves. Selections of the important texts are presented to reveal 

the context of the major geographical themes described. 

The last major section focuses upon the major themes in the 

translations. The significance of what information emerges from the 

texts is analyzed and those elements appearing in each author's work 

that give it unique importance are discussed. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This dissertation is the result of an interest in the 

description of al-Yaman and the Hadramawt found in Medieval Arabic • • 
texts and the accuracy of the different geographers in describing the 

geographical environment of the urban areas and related hinterland. 

These texts have never been translated into English to any 

important degree and represent a pioneer effort in the translation of 

geographical description of South Arabia. 

My purpose is to show how these texts are an important part of 

knowledge that is emerging from al-Yaman and the Hadramawt. . , propose 

to put the text translations into the context of scholarship of the 

Medieval period by giving an overview of the field of Medieval Arabic 

geography. This overview is a summary of how this field began and 

developed in the classical period of Arabic geography and declined into 

an age of compilation. I plan to demonstrate how each author 

translated fits "into the overall picture of Medieval Arabic geography. 

After this section comes the life and works of each author and 

how the work translated properly fits into his career, and that each 

work relates to the knowledge and information available to that author 

in his contemporary learned society. 

The next section contains the translations themselves with 

the selections of the important texts for the reader to see and 

1 



understand the context of the major themes described in the next 

chapter. 

After the translations comes the chapter about the major 

2 

themes of the translations. This systemization of the material quotes 

each author when he describes the environmental elements of al-Yaman 

and the Hadramawt. This chapter analyzes the significance of what . . 
information emerges from the texts, and the conclusion discusses what 

elements appear in the dissertation to give it a unique importance. 

The geographers whom I have translated painted word pictures 

of the areas in which they traveled and/or were interested in learning 

about. They based their accounts both on their own observations and 

reports of others who have traveled there and/or lived in the area. 

Their main purpose was to give their readers a sense of what it is 

like to be in that particular part of the world. 

The geographers from whom I have translated are of several 

different orientations and employ various methodologies. They range 

from the brief description of Ibn Hawqal to the extensive passages by -
al-QazwTni and al-Qalqashandi. My reasons for using these particular 

geographical texts are the clarity of descriptions and the fact that 

they portray the geographical environment with a minimum of extraneous 

material contained in them. I have translated geographical 

descriptions relating to the physical environment, plants, animals, 

the agricultural milieu, and the cities and towns and their 

hinterlands and omitted texts that only portray personalities, lists 

of kings, towns, and tribes. 
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It would have been much easier to translate one geographer, 

but the comparison of descriptions of one particular area by different 

people may be of some value in the assessment of Arabic geography and 

its contribution to the overall field of Muslim geography. 

My purpose in translating the works is to show that the 

Medieval Arabic geographers describe al-Yaman and the ~a~ramawt and 

give accounts that show the environment as people of the times 

understood it and relate the current information available to them. 

Even though few passages about personalities have been translated in 

this dissertation, several geographers have good narratives of what 

kind of people one would encounter if he traveled to this area of the 

Arabian Peninsula. 

This type of research is not widespread and few scholars have 

ever made available to the English-speaking public the portrayal of 

the Medieval civilization of al-Yaman and the Hadramawt. Other works . . 
are available for translation relating to al-Yaman, and those who are 

willing to delve into these little-translated texts will receive great 

intellectual rewards. 

The system of transliteration is based upon the International 

Journal of Middle East Studies (IJMES) system, and the dating system 

is a combination of hijri/miladi dates. This means that the dates 

are based upon the Islamic calendar which is a lunar calendar that 

begins in 622 with the emigration (hijrah) of Mu~ammad from Makkah to 

al-Madinah. The miladi is the calendar which is used presently in the 

Western World and is known basically as the Gregorian calendar. 



The selections of the texts which I have translated are from 

Ibn Rustah, al-Hamdani, Ibn Hawqal, al-Hamadhani, al-QazwTni, .. 
al-'Umari, and al-Qalqashandi. 

4 

Ibn Rustah, al-Hamdani, Ibn ~awqal, al-Hamadhani, and 

al-'Umarf have been selected because they likely traveled/lived in 

South Arabia and described the daily life and geographical milieu with 

litle extraneous material. Al-Qazwini's text has been chosen because 

he has compiled extensive passages from Yaqut and others and added a 

tale, legend, or unusual custom when he describes a particular place. 

Since he is a good compiler, it is likely that what he mentions was 

extant among the society of his day in regard to the facts and 

traditions commonly believed about a particular place. 

Al-QalqashandT is included because he has extensive quotes of 

his-mainly-contemporary scholar, al-'Umari, who also extensively 

quotes al-QalqashandT. 

The different texts which were translated are each a unique 

literary work and each of these selections has its own 

characteristics. 

Ibn Rustah is one of the most interesting geographers whose 

description is complete, yet concise. His work, al-a'laq al-nafisah 

(The Valued Precious Things), is one of the earliest works extant 

about al-Yaman and the Hadramawt, Ibn Rustah's account of San'a), . . . 
contained in this work, is the only one translated into English among 

these seven geographers. 
, -, 

His listing of the crops of ~an a and the 

hinterland is valuable because other geographers listed but a few 
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until al-'UmarT and al-QalqashandT briefly discussed these plants over 

500 years later. 

These three accounts show stability in agricultural crops and 

practices through the centuries of the later Medieval period. The 

text of Ibn Rustah is very enjoyable to translate because it is 

clearly and logically written and well-editE!d by M. J. de Goeje. 

Al-Hamdani's text entitled ~ifat jazirat al-'arab (Description 

of the Arabian Peninsula) is very difficult and a hard text to 

translate because of the archaic nature of its phrases and allusions 

to tribes and totally unknown place-names which are likely local names 

known centuries ago by peoples who have long since disappeared. His 

style is also more archaic than the other geographers and often 

unclear to modern syntax of Arabic. It is a text which should be 

translated ex~ensively by someone who has great knowledge of the area 

and is an experienced tribal historian and ethnographer. The 

selection which I translated represents general geographical 

description and not archaic tribal or place-names. It is impossible 

to understand their importance without extensive research or being a 

member of one of the tribes and a tribal historian. 

Ibn Hawqal is a descriptive text entitled either Kitab 
• 

al-mamalik wa-al masalik (Book of Roads and Kingdoms) or Kitab surat . 
al-ard (Book of the Shape of the Earth). about al-Yaman and the . 
Hadramawt that gives the basic facts and generally supports what the . . 
other writers have described. 
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Al-Hamadhani's text known as Kitab al-buldan (Book of 

Countries) is enjoyable and fruitful to translate. He quotes the 

Qur'an and important ~adrth and quotes learned men of al-Yaman--famous 

locally--about relevant facts to support his conclusion. As stated 

above, al-Qazwini is included because he compiled extensive passages 

from Yaqut and others and added a tale, legend, or unusual custom when 

he described a particular place. Often al-Qazw1ni does not give 

credit to the source he quotes. This is not considered proper in 

today's world. However, in al-Qazwini's time, this was often the 

standard practice of scholars. His work entitled Athar al-bilad wa

akhbar al-'ibad (Monuments of the Countries) is divided into the 

se~en regions and he describes various places in Arabic alphabetical 

order within each region. 

Al-'Umari's text is a small part of his work which has been 

edited by lyman Fu'ad Sayyid. The only part readily available is the 

section of the Masalik al-ab~ar f1 mamalik al-amsar (Roads of Sights 

in Kingdom of Camps), known as al-Qism al-khass bi-mamalakat al-yaman 

(The Special Part about the Kingdom of al-Yaman). Al-'Umari's text is 

well-edited and generously footnoted with sources outlined in a 

special section. Al-'Umari and al-Qalqashandi's main value is that 

they quote all the important writers and their works in the entire 

field of Medieval Arabic geography. Also, the editor of the work of 

al-'Umarl sets the context of Masalik al-absar by reviewing what works 

were used before and a summary of previous authors and their works. 

Then the editor gives a brief summary of the author's life and works. 



This text could be the subject of a treatise that translates the 

entire part and discusses the sources of this s~ction of al-4 Umari ' s 

work. 

7 

Al-QalqashandT' s description of al-Yaman and the Hadramawt is . . 
part of a large ten-part encyclopedia called ~I al-acsha fi ~ina'at 

al-anshij' (Light of the Blind in the Occupation of Correspondence). 

Even though he did not personally travel to tIle many different areas 

of the Islamic world, he has quoted a great number of scholars about 

these areas that he has described. Many of the authors and their 

works are only known by names which are listed in the indexed volume 

of the text. Al-Qalqashandi's text is interesting and informative and 

usually gives credit to each author from whom he takes material to 

support his description. 

The three authors, al-Qazwini, al-'Umari, and al-Qalqashandi, 

all quote a large number of authors and show clearly the trend toward 

compilation of original sources and less originality that 

characterizes Medieval Arabic geography after the seventh/thirteenth 

century. It is likely that the sources used by the early authors such 

as Ibn Rustah and al-Hamdanl are known in part. As with scholarship 

and facts from the Ancient and Medieval times, few original sources 

have survived the ravages of time and the vicissitudes of history. 

Other Medieval Arabic geographers who wrote on al-Yaman and 

the ~a~ramawt include Yaqut al-~amawf, al-Bakri, al-Mas'udi, 

al-Ya'qubi, Ibn Khuradadhbih, Qudamah, al-Muqaddasi, and Ibn 

Battutah. .. . 
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Yaqut al-Hamawi ' s famous Mu',jam al-buldcl'n (Dictionary of the . -

Countries) is one of the standard and greatest works of Medieval 

Arabic geography. However, due to its scope of listing in a 

multi-volume set every town, country, city, river, etc. of importance 

known to Yaqut, this has the basic facts only of the areas of al-Yaman 

and the Hadramawt. . ., 

Al-Bakr1 l s work, Mu'Jam_ma ista'"jam (Dictionary of What is 

Obscure), is an encyclopedia work similar to Yaqut's in that it lists 

every important sea, river, town, city, mountain range known to 

al-BakrT. The same reason as with Yaqut for not translating the 

selected parts dealing with al-Yaman and the ~a2ramawt is, namely, 

only the basic information can be found. 

Al-Mas'udi wrote Muruj al-dhahab wa-ma4 adin al-jawahir 

(Siftings of Gold and Mines of Precious Stones). This is one of the 

great works of Arabic literature, but al-Mas'udi's separate 

description of al-Yaman and the ~a9ramawt is clearly limited to a 

discussion of the various reasons that these have their particular 

names and little else. 

Al-Ya'qubl's work is Kitab al-buldan (Book of the Countries). 

This text is merely a listing of towns like a modern bus or train 

timetable, at least the part dealing with al-Yaman and the ~a~ramawt. 

Ibn Khuradadhbih wrote Masalik wa-al-mamalik (Routes and 

Kingdoms). This work, like al-YaSqubi's, is a listing of the towns 

and cities along the routes mainly used as a government guidebook for 

officials. 



Qudamah wrote Kitab al-kharaj (Book of the Land Tax). This 

work has very little of al-Yaman and the ~a~ramawt aside from the 

listing of some places for tax purposes. 

Al-Muqaddas1 l s magnum opus is Absan al-taqasTm ff ma~rifat 

al-agalim (The Best of Divisions in the Knowledge of the Climes). 

9 

This work concerns al-Yaman and the Hadramawt as a part of the Arabian 
G • 

Peninsula which he describes in a section of his work. 

Ibn Ba!tu~ah wrote Rihlat Ibn Ba~tITtah (Journey of Ibn 

Ba~~u~ah). This work is concerned with discussion of the leading 

personalities which he met and talked with in his vast travels which 

took most of his life. The description of the geography of a place 

often seems incidental to the leading men of a particular city, 

country, or town. Since my main purpose is to describe more of the 

geographical environment and omit texts that are more about persons, 

did not translate this magnum opus of Ibn Ba~~u~ah. 

These then are most of the Medieval Arabic geographers who 

described al-Yaman and the Hadramawt. . . 



CHAPTER II 

OVERVIEW OF MEDIEVAL ARABIC GEOGRAPHY 

Introduction 

Medieval Arabic Geography is one of the most studied areas of 

the history of geographical thought. This subject has been studied in 

a number of summaries which show trends and how this area of 

geographical thought developed into the classical schools of Arabic 

Geography and their subsequent decline. 

Such authors as Guy Le Strange (1890), D. M. Dunlop (1971), 

Nafis Ahmad (1972), and R. A. Nicholson (1969) have all contributed to 

the knowledge found in English texts about medieval Arabic geographic 

thought. 

This chapter will focus upon the origin of the word 

"geography" and the origin of this discipline in Greek science, and 

how this developed through the pre-Islamic and early Islamic periods. 

The transmissions to the Arabs of the geographical knowledge of the 

Indians, Iranians, and Greeks are then described. Each influence has 

had its importance in the development of Arabic geography. One 

additional influence is the indigenous one which developed out of 

trade between the Arab lands and other lands and peoples 

(Krachkovski--'Uthman Hashim, 1965, 1:175 ff.). 

10 



All these influences are like tributary streams coming 

together forming a broad river of Arabic geographical knowledge. The 

classical period of Arabic geography occurs between the 3rd/9th and 

the 5th/11th centuries. After a period of translation of the Indian, 

11 

Iranian, and Greek geographical science into Arabic, a great period of 

originality developed. The high point of this period was under the 

reign of the ~Abbasid Caliph al-Ma)mun (ruled 813-833) due to his 

patronage of learning and scholarship. Such geographers as Ibn 

Khuradadhbih and Qudamah who, as heads of government ministries, 

described routes and their related towns and cities of the caliphate 

for the use of the caliph, his court, and the government oficials of 

several bureaus. 

The flowering of the classical school of Arabic geography came 

in two manifestations: the 'Iraqi and the Balkhi schools. Each of 

these is important in its own way to medieval Arabic geography. The 

characteristics and the representative geographers of each school are 

described and the significance of their works is given. 

Another branch of descriptive geography in the classical 

period is related to trade and travel of the period. Since these 

activities were interrelated, information about distant lands and 

peoples was eagerly sought (Dayf, 1969, p. 48) • . 
The overview's last section concerns the gradual decline from 

original works to a period of compilation of these works into world 

geographical accounts, cosmological works, geographical dictionaries, 

travel accounts, and regional geographical literature. 
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The Term "Geography" 

The term "geography" has been taken from the combination of 

two Greek words, .9i, meaning "earth, II and graphein meaning lito write. II 

So gegraphein means to describe the earth's surface. 

The Greek authors, Marlnus of Tyre (ca. A.D. 70-130), and 

Claudius Ptolemy (ca. A.D. 90-168), used the term "geography" in the 

title of their works. The Arabs often translated this term into 

Arabic as §urat al-arq (picture of the earth). The Arabs did not 

understand geography in the modern meaning of the term. Arabic 

geographical literature was scattered over a number of disciplines and 

separate works on various aspects of geography under such titles as 

~ al-arQ, Kitab al-buldan, al-Masalik wa-al-mamalik, and Mu'jam 

al-buldan (Dictionary of the Countries). 

The geographer, al-Muqaddasi, used most aspects of geography 

in his work Absan al-tagasim fi ma'rifat al-agalim (Most Excellent of 

the Divisions in the Knowledge of the Regions) and brought together 

the various aspects of geography. 

Arabic Geography in the Pre-Islamic and Early Islamic Periods 

(To 3rd/9th Century) 

In pre-Islamic times, the Arabs' knowledge of geography was 

limited to place names and to descriptions of the desert, animals, and 

plants mentioned in the pre-Islamic poetry, the first source of 

geographical lore. The other two basic sources which are full of 
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geographical references are the Qur)an and the Sunnah. In the Qur)an, 

geographical information is mainly in the Makkan surahs (100:6-7, 

9-10; 101:7, 47-48; 128:1-4, 8-10; 130:24-31; and 132:1-3). The 

composite picture of the universe is basically a Babylonian concept in 

which the earth is surrounded by water and then by another belt of 

mountains upon which the firmament rested. There was water under the 

earth as well as around it. Other traditions attributed to' Ali ibn 

Abl Talib (d. 40/660), Ibn 'Abbas (d. 66-9/686-8), 'Abd Allah ibn 'Amr 
• 

ibn al-'A~, et ~ are summed up by comparing the main land mass of the 

earth to a big bird whose head was China; right wing, India; left 

wing, al-Khazar; the chest, Makkah and al-Hijaz, Syria, 'Iraq, and . 
Egypt; and the tail, North Africa. The idea of the land mass became 

the basis of the geographical writing of the Balkhi school. 

Indigenous Influences 

Trade in the Arab lands from most ancient times necessitated 

the transmission of accurate information about trade routes and 

different lands and peoples and their trade goods. The countries of 

the Arabs always played the role of intermediary in the trade 

relations between India and East Africa with respect to the land of 

the Tigris and Euphrates and the Roman Empire on the other hand. It 

is likely that the knowledge which the Arab merchants gathered during 

their long journeys was transmitted to us through their descriptions 

of different routes. When the merchants sent back information, it 

usually told the location of the most important wells and watering 

places, mountains, and tribes in the lands that the trade routes 
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crossed. Sections of this information which came down to us directly 

from the local inhabitants are found in some literary works of the 

Ancient Classical world. One example of these works, which is 

possibly of Arab origin, is by the author, Isidorus Characensis, who 

lived in the first century A.D. along the shores of the Persian Gulf. 

He left for us a description of the tribal routes between Antioch and 

the borders of India (Krachkovski--'Uthman Hashim--1965, 1:175 ff.). 

The Arabs were interested in the countries that they entered 

as a result of their great political expansion after the rise of 

Islam. Their conquest of the areas of North Africa, the Iberian 

Peninsula, and all of Southwest--and much of Central--Asia caused them 

to need information about the lands and peoples which had come under 

their rule. The Arabs were interested in the description of the 

countries which they conquered. They spoke about them in their first 

historical writings, calling them by the names ·in their commentaries 

of the ayahs of the Qur)an. In the 'Abbasid period, they began to 

translate other works into Arabic from works written by Persians, 

Indians, and Greeks. As far as geography is concerned, the Arabic

speaking Muslims were especially interested in translating Ptolemy's 

Geography. 

Greek Influences 

The main influence of Arab geography was from Greek 

civilization, found particularly in the fields of science and 

philosophy (Ahmad, 1954, 2:577). As one of the sciences, geography . 
came into the Muslim world from Greek science through translation from 
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Greek to Arabic directly, or from Syriac to Arabic. The process began 

with translations of the works from certain Greek writers. 

In classical antiquity, the geographical discipline was 

divided into descriptive and mathematical geography. Strabo (died 

after A. D. 21) and Ptolemy (ca. A. D. 90-130) were the leading 

representatives of each of these areas of geography. Strabo appears 

to have been completely unknown to the Arabs. Ptolemy's Geograp~, on 

the other hand, was early known because it was translated into Arabic 

by the philosopher al-Kindi (died ca. 870). According to some 

scholars it was not a good translation, and somewhat later, Thabit ibn 

Qurrah (died 901) translated Ptolemy's work. It seems certain that 

the availability of Ptolemy's Geography, because of its excellence for 

the time, had a direct effect upon the progress of the science of 

geography among the Arabs (Dunlop, 1971, p. 150). The first extensive 

use of Ptolemy known is by Mu~ammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi (ca. 

780-850) in his work, Kitab surat al-ard. In this work, al-Khwarizmi 

produces an elaboration of Ptolemy's material made with liberties 

taken to make it more acceptable to Muslim thought (Ibid.). At about 

the same time, Ibn Khuradadhbih composed his work entitled Kitab 

al-masalik wa-al-mamalik. He mentions in his volume that he utilized 

and translated Ptolemy (Ibn Khuradadhbih, 1889, p. 3). According to 

the famous Dutch Arabist De Goeje, the book was written in two 

editions, the first completed in 846-7 and the second in 885-6 (Ibid., 

p. xv). However, J. Marquat, another authority states the opposite. 

Marquat says that Ibn Khuradadhbih's work had only one edition which 

.. 
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was completed in 885-6 (Dunlop, 1971, p. 151). Another author, Ahmad 

ibn al-Tayyib al-Sarakhsi (died in 899) wrote a geographical work of 
• 

the same title, Kitab al-masalik wa-al-mamalik. Al-Sarakhsi was a 

student of al-Kindi (Rosenthal, 1943, p. 60 ff.). At the same time, 

al-JayhanT, a vizier of the Samanids, composed yet another work with 

the same title. Its contents were different from the work by Ibn 

Khuradadhbih, but it was likely based upon this (Ahmad, 1954, 2:581) • . 
Another Greek author who influenced the development of Arabic 

geography was Marinus of Tyre. Marinus was an older contemporary or 

immediate predecessor of Ptolemy (Dunlop, 1971, p. 151). The work of 

Marinus has been lost in its original form, and a scholar of ancient 

geography has said that the very name of this geographer would have 

been unknown to us had it not been for the criticisms and references 

of his successor Ptolemy (Ibid.). The Book of Geography of Marinus is 

called in Arabic, Kitab jughrafiyah li-marinus, and was known by 

al-Mas'udi who mentions him in his Kitab al-tanb1h (Ibid.). Also, it 

is conjectured that Marinus was used by al-Khwarizmi because 

al-Khwarizmi divided the inhabited world into the four-part division 

the Greek geographers used (Ibid., p. 153). 

The areas of geography most influenced by reek thought are 

mathematical, physical, human, and bio-geography. The Ptolemaic 

system of division of the earth into the seven regions was modified, 

but carried on well into the modern era (Abmad, 1954, 2:577). 
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Indian Influences 

Indian geographical and astronomical knowledge passed on to 

the Arabs through the first translation into Arabic of the Sanskrit 

treatise Surya-siddhanta sometime during the reign of al-Man~ur (ruled 

754-775). The knowledge gleaned from this includes such things as the 

fact that the earth's center is a city named Udhayn. Udhayn is a 

place where the hours each day of all the seasons does not exceed the 

hours of night and vice versa. When someone descends from the place 

called the cupola or summit and goes north or south, the hours of 

night and day differ as one goes farther away from the center, also 

called a cupola. This fact subsequently became the main basis of many 

works produced in this period, such as Kitab al-zij (Book of 

Astronomical Tables) by IbrahTm ibn ~abib al-Fazari (fl. ca. 170/786), 

and the Sind Hind of Mu~ammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi (d. after 232/ 

847). Other Sanskrit works such as Kitab al-Shahryan were translated 

into Arabic during the early 'Abbasid period (Ibid., 2:576). 

The influence of Indian astronomy was much stronger than that 

of Indian geography, and although Greek and Iranian ideas were longer 

lasting, the Indian influence on geography was well known. 

Among the different geographical ideas widely circulated among 

Arab learned circles was the view of Aryanhata that the heavens 

rotated daily, caused by the rotation of the earth on its own axis, 

and that the proportion of land and water on the surface of the earth 

is about half and half. Some other ideas of this were: the northern 

hemisphere was the inhabited part of the earth; the longitudes were 
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calculated by the Indians from Ceylon (Sri Lanka); and the prime 

meridian passed directly through Udhayn which was called the center or 

cupola of the earth (see above) (Ibid.). 

Iranian Influences 

Iranian geographical influences were more indirect than either 

the Indian or Greek influences. The Iranian, pre-Islamic city of 

Jundeshapur was a great learning center of Middle Persian (Pahlavi) 

learning. One important Iranian geographical concept was that the 

world was divided into seven equal geometric circles, each 

representing a kishvar, a complete region within itself. 

Persian traditions greatly influenced Arab maritime literature 

and navigation with such maritime technical terms as bandar (port), 

nakhuda (shipmaster), rahmani (book of nautical instruction), and 

daftar (instructions for sailing) show Persian/Iranian influence. 

Another important influence that can be inferred is the fact 

that most--if not all--Arab geographers had access to maps drawn by 

Iranians. Scholars such as J. H. Kramers state that the Balkhi school 

of Arab geography likely used these maps in their works (Abmad, 1954, 

1:577). 

The Classical Period of Arabic Geography 

(3rd/9th--5th/11th centuries) 

The Golden Age of al-Ma)mun (Ruled 813-833) 

After about fifty years of translation from Greek, Indian, and 

Iranian, geographical science, from the time of the 'Abbasid Caliph 
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al-Mansur (ruled 754-775) up to the time of al-Ma'mun, Arabic . 
geographical science changed most of its concepts. Such ideas as the 

fact that the earth is round and that it occupies the central position 

in the universe were introduced to the learned circles of the Arabic 

scholars for the first time in a systematic way. 

Al-Ma'mun's patronage of learning and scholarship gave great 

impetus to the production of geographical literature. During his 

reign, a world map was prepared based upon the maps of Ptolemy and 

Marinos of Tyre reported on by al-Mas'udT who compared them in his 

work Tanbih (p. 33). Those maps are not extant. 

Soon after this, the era of geographical writing began with 

the compilation of the world map. Because of this, the Arabs 

described their large nation which extended from India and the borders 

of China to Spain and the mountains of the Pyrenees, and from the 

Caucasus Mountains and Asia Minor to the Sudan and Africa south of the 

Sahara. They also described the empires and peoples close to them. 

The Mariners of Muslim ships helped the Arabic geographers by 

fUi'nishing much information from the nations and islands of the Indian 

Ocean. These geographers followed a method in the description of 

their world and universe familiar to them. They discussed the customs 

of the nations and peoples and their characteristics and what ancient 

monuments and wonders were located in these countries. They also 

related the legends and fables circulating among all classes of 

peoples at that time. Thus, their geographical books became literary 

works. These books rely upon witnesses and accounts of what they saw 



with their own eyes and heard with their own ears from supposedly 

reliable witnesses (Dayf, 1969, p. 48) • 
• 

General Geographical Literature 
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The 3rd/9th century saw a considerable amount of geographical 

literature being produced in Arabic, and it is likely that some Middle 

Persian works were available on geography, topography, and routes for 

postal stations and governmental officials to use. The emerging Arab 

administration needed reliable information about routes, peoples, 

cities, towns, agricultural lands, and water sources for the purposes 

of administering the empire. It is not surprising that early writers 

such as Ibn Khuradadbih, Qudamah, and others described the routes, 

peoples, etc. They were heads of ministries, postal offices, and 

bureaus of correspondence. 

During the 3rd/9th century, a number of works each entitled 

al-Masalik wa-al-mamalik appeared. The first extant work bearing this 

title was authored by Ibn Khuradadhbih (ca. 231/846). This 

publication became the basis and model for writers on general 

geography and was highly valued by almost all geographers who utilized 

it. 

Ibn Khuradadhbih was the Director of the Post and Intelligence 

Department and was also a man of learning and scholarship. This 

governmental responsibility prompted him to write such a geographical 

work--as mentioned above--at the request of the caliph to meet the 

needs of the government and caliphal office because the ruler might 



need such information for his travels or if he found it necessary to 

send out his troops. 
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The 4th/10th century saw an increase in geographical works 

which were divided into two main categories: (1) works about the 

world as a whole with particular focus upon the 'Abbasid Empire, and 

(2) works focusing on Arabia and Makkah. The former attempted to deal 

with general information of a non-religious nature. The writers 

described the topography and routes of the 'Abbasid Empire and 

discussed mathematical, astronomical, physical, human, and economic 

geography. The writers of the first category include Ibn 

Khuradadhbih, al-Ya'qubi, Ibn al-Faqih al-Hamadhanf, Qudamah, and 

al-Mas'udf. Since 'Iraq was the most important center of geographical 

learning at that time with many geographers belonging to it, it can be 

called the 'Iraqi School of Geography. Within this school, there was 

a division into two groups of writers: those who present the material 

following the four directions, i.e. north, south, east, and west, and 

usually considering Baghdad as the center of the world, and those who 

present the geographical information according to various iglims 

(regions), and mainly considering Makkah as the center. The second 

category is the one which has works centering upon Arabia and 11akkah. 

To this second category belong the works of al-Istakhri, Ibn Hawqal, . . . 
al-Muqaddasi, and Abu Zayd al-Balkhi, for whom the Balkhi school has 

been named. This Balkhi school really developed out of the ~Iraqf 

school. This second group of geographers in the Balkhi school limited 

their accounts to the Islamic world describing each province as a 
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separate region and only treating frontier regions and areas outside 

the abode of Islam hardly at all (Ahmad, 1954, 2:579) • . 
The 'Iraqi" School. The works of Ibn Khurad1idhbih, al-YaC"qubi". 

and al-Mas'ITdi are distinguished from the writing of the other authors 

of geographical works of this school because of two particular 

features: first, they follow the Iranian kishvar (see p. 16) system 

and second, they consider 'Iraq in a central position in Arab regional 

and descriptive geography. The central kishvar was Iranshahr which 

included Khurasan, Fars, Jibal, and 'Iraq. They considered that these 

divisions were arbitrary and had been made chiefly for political and 

administrative purposes. With the founding of Baghdad as the capital 

of the 'Abbasid Empire, ~Iraq naturally assumed primary importance in 

the world of Islam. Ibn Khuradadhbih and al-Ya'qubf both considered 

'Iraq the center of th0 world and Baghdad the center of 'Iraq. 

Al-Ya'qubi and al-Mas'udT both believed that ~Iraq had a moderate 

climate, intelligent and handsome people, and that Baghdad was the 

best city in the world. 

Other writers of this school, such as Qudamah, Ibn Rustah, and 

Ibn al-Faqih al-Hamadhani gave Makkah and the Arabian Peninsula 

precedence somewhat over the writers,of the BalkhT School. Qudamah 

writers that Makkah was the center of the earth and that all roads led 

to Makkah. He discusses Baghdad and 'Iraq, however, as the center of 

administration of the Islamic world. Ibn Rustah similarly considers 

Makkah and al-Madinah as the foremost places in his organization of 



geographical material, and uses the Greek model of seven iglims 

instead of the Iranian kishvars (Ibid., 2:580). 
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An important characteristic of such geographers as Ibn 

Khuradadhbih, al-Ya'qubi, and Qudamah is that they all consulted Greek 

texts and that the material in their works is organized and described 

following the four directions--north, south, east, and west--according 

to the division of the world into four quarters. It is probable that 

this kind of division is based upon some Iranian geographical 

tradition. Al-Mas'udi states that both the Persians and the Nabateans 

divided the inhabited world into four parts, the four directions. 

Ibn Khuradadhbih laid down the style and pattern for writing 

geography in Arabic, and is considered an important founder of Arabic 

geographic writing. He likely used previous Iranian models along with 

Ptolemy's work to compile his treatise (Ibid.). 

Ahmad ibn 'Ali Ya'qubi ibn Wadih al-Katib al-Ya'qubl (d. . . 
284/897) recounts to have traveled much and collected information 

directly from the inhabitants in areas which he traveled. He also 

relates that he only used trustworthy people from those particular 

regions. He states that his goal in writing is to describe the routes 

leading to the frontiers of the Empire and adjacent lands. His 

treatise deals with topography and itineraries and arranges his 

material similarly to Ibn Khuradadhbih (Ibid.). 

Qudamah ibn Ja'far al-Katib (d. 4th/10th century) discusses 

the post stations and routes of the 'Abbasid Empire in part of his 
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work. His overall objective is to describe the Islamic Empire and its 

frontiers (Abmad, 1954, 2:580). 
, - -Ibn Rustah's work entitled al-A lag al-nafisah (The Valued 

Precious Things) is similar to Qudamah's in that it describes Makkah 

and al-Madinah, but it recounts general information about the whole 

world. His work, with its interesting variety of information, is 

really a miniature encyclopedia of historical and geographical facts. 

Its material is organized on a regional basis and is concerned with 

the Greek iglim system (Ibid.). Ibn al-Faqih al-HamadhanT arranges 

his work like Ibn Rustah in the iqlim system. 

Abu al-~asan 'Ali ibn al-~usayn al-Mas'udi (d. 340/956) 

combined his talents as a keen observer of geographical phenomena with 

other qualities of an experienced traveler. Several of his extensive 

works have been lost and only two works are extant, his world-famous 

Muruj al-dhahab wa-ma'adin al-jawahir (Siftings of Gold and Mines of 

Precious Stones) and his Kitab al-tanbih (Book of Admonition). He 

used the earlier geographical writings in Arabic as well as 

contemporary travel accounts and literature of sailors and sea 

travelers. He also used information collected by himself during his 

travels or from people whom he met. He does not give any systematic 

topographical account of the 'Abbasid Empire or di~cuss routes of the 

state or postal stations, but he relates an excellent survey of 

contemporary Arab knowledge in mathematical and physical geography. 

However, his main contribution is in the field of human and general 

geography. He challenged the prevailing theories of his day and even 



25 

some ancient theories of the Greeks, i.e., the existence of a land in 

the southern hemisphere. (Of course, there is land in the southern 

hemisphere.) In the field of human and physical geography, he 

emphasized the influence of the environment and other geographical 

factors on the characteristics of animals, plants, and people (Ibid.). 

As stated previously, al-Mas'ad; followed the Iranian geographical 

traditions considering 'Iraq as the central and best region of the 

world and Baghdad as the best city. 

The Balkhi School. The main geographical writers of this 

school are al-Istakhr1, Ibn Hawqal, and al-Muqaddasi, as well as Zayd . . . 
A~mad ibn Sahl al-Balkhi (d. 332/934) for whom this school is named. 

Al-Balkhi wrote his geographical work, Suwar al-agalim 

(Pictures of the regions)--mainly about maps--about 308/920. He had 

traveled widely before his return to his hometown and had acquired a 

high reputation for knowledge and erudition. His geographical work is 

not separate and distinct in the manuscripts extant. De Goeje says 

that the work of al-IstakhrT is really a second and enlarged edition .. 
of al-Balkhi's work, compiled between 318/930 and 321/933, which was 

in the lifetime of al-BalkhT (De Goeje, 1950, p. v). 

The geographers of the BalkhT school gave a clear Islamic 

coloration to Arabic geography. The writers both limited their books 

to Islamic lands, and emphasized such geographical concepts as found 

also in the Qur)an or the Hadith. They compared the earth's land mass . 
to a big bird (described above). As previously stated, this school 

assigned the Arabian Peninsula--centering upon Makkah and al-Mad1nah--
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central place in their writings. The Balkhi school became the 

dominant feature in this discipline. The main aim of these later 

geographers was to describe only the Islamic world which they divided 

into twenty regions. The basis of the division of these regions was 

neither the Iranian kishvar system nor the Greek ig11m system, but a 

system based upon territorial and physical divisions or regions 

(A~mad, 1954, 2:581). 

The geographers of this school enlarged the scope of the 

discipline by including in it new topics trying to make it more useful 

and interesting. They drew a round map of the world showing the 

various regions of the world whose aim was to bring them into the 

relative position and size of each. Even though this attempt was not 

really accurate in the modern sense, it was likely the first 

experiment of its kind in Arabic cartography. The maps of al-Istakhri .. 
and Ibn Hawgal are, in this way, better and more accurate than • 
al-I~~akhri alone, who divided the seven latitudinal climes into ten 

longitudinal sections each and drew a map for each section separately. 

This resulted in the maps being geometrical divisions and not 

geographical units. Al-Istakhri, Ibn Hawqal, and al-MuqaddasT present . . ~ 

for the first time the concept of a country as defined in geographical 

terms, even to defining its borders (Ibid.). 

Abu Is~aq Ibrahim ibn Mu~ammad ibn Arymad al-Muqaddasi (d. 

390/1000), the author of Ahsan al-taqasim fT ma4: r ifat al-aqa11m, was a 

very original and scientific geographer of his time. He correctly 

claimed to have put Arabic geography on a new foundation and gave it a 
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new meaning and wider scope. Since he considered the subject useful 

to many sections of society, he discussed a wide variety of subjects 

ranging from physical features of the iglim (region) discussed to the 

mines, languages and racial groups of the peoples, customs, religions 

and sects, weights and measures and the routes and distances (A~mad, 

1972, p. 34). Al-Muqaddasi operated on the premise that the best way 

to gather data was through direct observation and personal knowledge. 

He used also trustworthy testimony from persons and what was written 

on the subject previously. Al-Muqaddasi is one of the few Arabic 

geographers who discussed geographical terminology and special 

connotations of certain phrases and words used while also giving a 

summary and an index of the regions in the introduction of his work to 

help those who wanted to have an idea of the contents of his work 

quickly or use it in their travels (Ibid.). 

Linguistic Geography of the 3rd/9th Century 

In the 3rd/9th century, mathematical geography first appeared 

in Arab countries. Near the middle of that century, descriptive 

geography began to be developed. By the latter part of that century, 

literary works began to appear which were written by linguists. The 

linguist was concerned with the observations of what storms and other 

phenomena of climate and the linguistic and non-linguistic notes 

associated with these concepts in literary works. The ancient Arabs 

connected the storms and other phenomena with lunar phases or said 

that they caused them. The language was obscure and the linguists 



needed to understand the words and explain them. They sought 

explanations wherever they could by inquiring about the meanings of 

obscure words in ancient texts from rawis (reciters of poetry), 

religious scholars, and their contemporaries (Ziyadah, 1979, p. 11). 
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The linguists eagerly spent time in the desert traveling 

around with the bedouin. They traveled to the watering places, camp 

sites, market settlements, and along the routes connecting these areas 

with each other (Ghanaym, 1974, p. 70). A combination of scholarly 

research and travel helped the linguists to classify place-names 

mentioned in pre-Islamic poetry. They looked at three types of 

place-names: routes, halting places or camp sites, and watering 

places--either wells or oases. Often the watering places would 

consist of only one or two solitary wells almost lost in the vast 

surrounding desert landscape (Ibid.). Most of the place-names 

mentioned in the pre-Islamic poetry are/were in the Arabian Peninsula. 

The linguists of the 2nd/8th and 3rd/9th centuries compiled their data 

into their works which had a geographical utility that often the 

geography books themselves might not have (Ibid.). 

The most famous of these linguists are al-Asma'f, Ibn Durayd, 

and al-Azhari. Al-Asma'i, Abu Sa'fd, 'Abd al-Malik (ca. 740-828) was 

from al-Ba~rah and was among the leaders of linguists. He is the 

prime example of those who traveled the desert routes and lived with 

the bedouin seeking philological knowledge (Ibid.). 

Ibn Durayd, Abu Bakr ibn Mu~ammad al-Azdi (837-933) is also 

classified with the linguists of al-Ba~rah, but he lived much of his 



life in Baghdad. He did not travel in the desert like al-Asma'i to 

find out place-names and other geographical phenomena, but he used 

other sources to compile his works (Ibid., p. 76). 
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Al-Azhari, Abu Mansur Muhammad ibn Ahmad (895-980) is esteemed ., . 
among scholars. His work, Kitab tahdhib al-lughah (Book of the 

Instruction of Language), is one of the oldest books on linguistics 

that has come down to us. This work contains a collection of accounts 

of many places in the eastern part of the Arabian Peninsula. 

Al-Azhari lived in that part of the Islamic world at a time when the 

Qarmatians were one of the main powers in the world. He later became . 
part of that group (Ibid., p. 77). He devoted his attention to 

authenticating many of the place-names and describes some of the 

habitats where these places were located (Ibid.). 

These linguists of the 3rd/9th century were important because 

they added to geographical knowledge which was used by subsequent 

scholars. 

Travel and Trade of the Period 

As stated before (p. 1~), travel and trade were often twin 

necessities reenforcing each other. Both the powerful and small 

merchants traveled frequently to distant lands to trade their goods 

and gain wealth and fame. They did not neglect to stop at any unknown 

island or coastal Jrea if trade was possible. They reached the coasts 

of the Pacific Ocean in East and Southeast Asia and did their best to 

generate trade between these seaports in the Islamic World and India, 

China, Southeast Asia--including what is now Indonesia, Malaysia, and 



the Philippines. After these trading expeditions, merchants 

penetrated into the heart of Africa from Zanzibar and East Africa 

westward. They set down their feet in Europe and its eastern and 

southern heights and penetrated deeply into Asia and its deserts and 

its mountains. They also traveled around through India and the Gobi 

Desert and the Steppes of Mongolia to China. 
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The Arabs did not write down the accounts of the first 

explorers, so we cannot establish a connection until the 3rd/9th 

century. When we read their geographical and historical books, there 

is little knowledge of the accounts of the nations around them even 

though there was a large amount of travel and trade (gayf, 1969, p. 

49). Many travelers wrote down accounts of their travels (i.e. Ibn 

Jubayr, Muhammad ibn A~mad, 1145-1217). 

The Caliph al-Wathiq (ruled 842-847) sent Ibn Wahb al-Qurayshl 

on a mission to a China. Ibn Wahb said that he was able to meet the 

king of China and show him pictures of the prophets--especially 

Mu~ammad (May God bless him and grant him salvation). According to 

Ibn Wahb, this journey occurred around A.D. 870. After merchants were 

established in the realms outside Islam, peoples who had extensive 

contact with them would often request religious missions from Baghdad, 

and the caliph would send such a mission. One of the early missions 

was sent by 'Abbasid Caliph al-Muqtadir (ruled 908-932) to the 

Bulghars, who lived in the basin of the Volga River. The later famous 

journey of Ibn Fa~lan, who wrote an account of this trip which 
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occurred in the years around A.D. 921, was because of a religious 

mission. His account was used by subsequent geographers who wrote on 

this area of the world. His work, called Riblah (Journey) was parti

cularly useful to Yaqut al-~amawl for his Mu'jam al-buldan (Ibid.). 

The Period of Compilation 

(6th/12th--10th/16th Centuries) 

This period of geographical literature is characterized by a 

steady decline in originality and a strong movement toward compilation 

of past original works and/or knowledge. These fall into several 

categories which include world geographical accounts, mu jam litera

ture or geographical dictionaries, cosmological accounts, travel 

accounts, and regional geographical literature. 

World Geographical Accounts 

One of the most important works of this period in this type of 

literature is the treatise of al-Idrlsi in his book for the Norman 

King of Sicily Roger II (ruled 1130-1154). Roger gathered a group of 

astronomers and geographers to his court and put al-Idrisi in charge. 

This group of scholars produced the first world atlas with seventy 

regional maps based upon the Ptolemaic system of climes, and a large 

silver disk was made. 

Another important geographer who falls into this category is 

Ibn Sa~rd who wrote Kitab al-jughraflyah fi al-agalim al-sab'ah (Book 

of Geography in the Seven Regions). In his work, he based his 



division upon the clime system and gave the longitudes and latitudes 

of many places which facilitated their reconstruction into a map. 

A third geographer of this genre is Abu al-Fida) is particu

larly important with his treatise called Tagwim al-buldan (Table 
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of the Countries). Besides giving the latitudes and longitudes of 

places and treating the subject material on a regional basis, he 

arranged in a very systematic way the descriptive, astronomical, and 

human geography. He also is very valuable in that he quoted the 

not-now-extant authors' works on that particular place. Subsequent 

geographers used his material extensively and often quoted it 

wholesale. A good example of this is al-Qalqashandi who used Abu 

al-Fida' extensively in his encyclopedia work Subb al-a'sha fi sina'at 

al-ansha'. Syria had become a center for geographical studies and 

Vaqut along with Abu al-Fida) are products of this center of 

scholarship. 

Mu'jam Literature or Geographical Dictionaries 

One of the most famous of the geographical dictionaries is the 

MU'jam al-buldan by Vaqut al-~amawi (d. 626/1229). It has been called 

one of the most useful works in Arabic geographical literature. Yaqut 

completed this encyclopedic work in 1224. He had a multitude of 

quotations that are unique to yaqut. He arranged his information in 

Arabic alphabetical order and gave basic facts about each place he 

discussed. 

The other important geographical dictionary extant now is the 

one by the Hispano-Arab, ~Abd Allah ibn 'Abd al-~Aziz al-Bakri 



al-Andalus1 (d. 487/1094). He was the best-known geographer of the 

5th/11th century. He is the earliest of the Western Muslim 
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geographers whose works have survived. His encyclopedic work, similar 

to Yaqut, is entitled Mu'jam rna ista&jam. He also arranged his 

material in Arabic alphabetical order. Both of these geographical 

dictionaries are very valuable as reference works. 

Cosmological Works 

This period also is characterized by important cosmological 

texts compiled by now-famous geographical authors. These include 

Tubfat al-albab wa-nukhbat al-'aja)ib (Curiosity of the Minds and 

Selected Items of Wonders) by Abu Hamid al-Gharnati (d. 1169-70), . . 
'Aja)ib al-buldan (Wonders of the Countries) and Athar al-bilad 

wa-akhbar al-'ibad (Monuments of Countries and Accounts of Devotion) 

by al-QazwTni (d. 682/1283), and Kharibat al-'aja)ib wa-faridat 

al-ghara)ib (Destruction of Wonders and Pearl of Marvels) by Ibn 

al-Wardl (d. 861/1457). 

The main objective of these works seems to be to present the 

knowledge of the world in a clear, systematic way that will appeal to 

the educated reader of Muslim society. 

Writers who compiled these works used earlier sources such as 

al-QazwTni who utilized Yaqut al-Hamawi's Mu'jam al-buldan, often 
• 

without giving credit for the material he used (Kowalski, Vol. 8 

[1967J p. 43). 
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These works really show the decline of originality and the 

drift toward compilation of previous sources which continued unchecked 

throughout the rest of this period. 

Travel Accounts 

The interesting works in this type of geographical literature 

are several which Ibn Ba~tu~ah's Riblah (Journey) and the Rihlahs of 

al-Naba~i (d. 636/1239), Ibn Jubayr (d. 614/1169), and al-Tijan1 (d. 

708/1308). These accounts are all by geographers who traveled in 

quest of knowledge of lands and peoples and wrote about their 

experiences. 

Regional Geographical Literature 

Between the 7th/13th and 10th/16th centuries, a great number 

of works in geographic~l l~teraturc came into being on a national or 

regional basis. Some well-known authors in this genre are al-Nuwayri 

(d. 625/1332), al-Maqrizi (d. 845/1441-2), Ibn Fa~l Allah al-'Umari 

(d. 749/1348), and al-QalqashandT (d. 821/1418). 

The works by these authors are really encyclopedic works for 

the learned society of their day. Their authors wanted their works to 

be used in understanding the world of their time. 

Al-'Umari and al-QalqashandT--whom I translated--were compiled 

for the use of the government officials in the execution of their 

duties. Both al-1Umari and al-Qalqashandi were members of the Mamluk 

government in Egypt and Syria at different times ~n their lives. 
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Conclusion 

This then is the overview of Medieval Arabic geography. Both 

Arabic and English sources have been used to present a composite 

summary of how Arabic geography began and developed to its greatness 

and then declined slowly to an age of compilation of dictionaries and 

encyclopedias. Each writer and each period of geographical literature 

and even each work can be the subject of extensive research and 

publication. This overview will hopefully be helpful in understanding 

the place of the writers translated in the overall picture of this 

subject. 



CHAPTER III 

LIFE AND WORKS OF EACH ARABIC GEOGRAPHER TRANSLATED 

In the previous chapter, an overview of Medieval Arabic 

Geography was enumerated. Now let us give an account of the life and 

works of each Arabic geographer translated. Each section covers the 

life and work of one geographer whose text appears in this 

dissertation. His importance is shown and the context of each work 

translated is given within the life of that particular writer. These 

sections on each geographer are taken from both English, which have 

been enumerated in the Introduction, and Arabic sources (al-Ghunaym, 

1974, Krachkovski--'Uthman Hashim--1965, and Ziyadah, 1979). 

Ibn Rustah 

Abu' Ali Ahmad ibn (. Umar ibn Rustah flourished in the early . 
tenth century. The only facts known about him are that he was born in 

Isfahan and traveled to the Hijaz in 903. He wrote the Kitab al-a'laq ... -
al-nafisah, of which only the seventh volume has survived, making the 

original work likely very extensive. 

His Kitab al-a'laq al-nafisah discusses mathematical, 

descriptive, and human geography and a variety of historical and 

miscellaneous topics. The first chapters cover·the celestial sphere, 

the signs of the zodiac, the planets, the position of the earth in the 
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universe, and its size, shape, and spherical properties. Ibn Rustah 

relates mathematical and astronomical geography systematically and 

attempts to give the sources of his information and the views and 

theories of the Arab, Greek and Indian astronomers on the subject. 
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Among the authorities cited by him are Abmad ibn Mu~ammad ibn Kathir 

al-Farghan1 (ca. 833) and Ahmad ibn al-Tayyib al-SarakhsT (died 899). 
~ . 

However, he quotes numerous verses from the Qur'an in support of his 

views on astronomy. After the introduction, he follows with a 

description of Makkah and al-Madinah, a descriptions of the wonders of 

the world, the seas, rivers, and the seven climes; then follow 

descriptions of Constantinople, of the Khazars, the Bulghars, the 

Slavs, the Russians and other people. Ibn Rustah then gives the 

itineraries of some places, and ends with a description of some 

categories of Muslim names, religious groups and schisms, and names of 

people having special physical characteristics. The selection of the 

text translated is in this section. Besides the descriptions of the 

Islamic lands, there are detailed accounts of many regions outside of 

the World of Islam. Thus, considering the variety of subjects covered 

in the book, it may be defined as "a short encyclopedia of historical 

and geographical knowledge." (A~mad, 1954, 3:920-921.) From 

the perspective of its arrangement and the presentation of the 

geographical material, the work is usually classified as in the Balkhi 

school. 

As previously stated, Ibn Rustah gave some interesting 

descriptions of Makkah, al-Madinah, Southern Arabia including the city 
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of San&a', al-~Iraq, the city of Baghdad, and the country of Egypt • 
• 

Regarding Constantinople, he tells us about the awesome procession of 

the emperor to Haghia Sophia. Then he describes the church itself and 

talks about the clock existing in it and that its making is linked to 

a certain Apollo of Tayani. (It is natural that one part is different 

from every other part.) He is descriptive in his special attention to 

San'a), the Byzantine Emperor, Eastern India, the Slavs, the Altai 
• 
peoples, and the districts of the city of Isfahan • . 

His style is more literary than Ibn Khuradadhbih and has the 

twin purposes of writing for the educated public and the officials in 

the diwans of the government. Occasionally his presentation is 

limited to giving place names, but he is sometimes inclined to stories 

which entertain as well as inform. This, of course, is a wide-spread 

method of the learned circles in Medieval Islam (Krachkovski--'Uthman 

Hashim, 1:164 ff.). 

Al-Hamdani 

Al-~asan ibn A~mad al-Hamdanf is known as al-Ha#ik (the 

weaver). He was a South Arabian scholar specializing in antiquities, 

genealogy, geography, and poetry. 

He was born in San'a) in the latter half of the ninth century 
• 

likely about 898 (al-Hawali, 1963, p. 62). He received an excellent 

education in all branches of learning and then traveled extensively 

throughout Arabia. His great work on this is reflected in his classic 

geographical description of the Arabian Peninsula called Sifat jazirat 
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al-'arab (Description of the Arabian Peninsula). He also visited 

'Iraq, lived a long time at Makkah, and visited with scholars coming 

to Makkah for pilgrimage, which was a well-known practice for scholars 

(Lofgren, 1954, 3; 124). The selection translated is from the section 

on South Arabia. 

The main authority of al-Hamdan1 for South Arabian archaeology 

and genealogy is Abu Nasr Muhammad ibn 'Abd Allah ibn Sa'id, known as . . 
al-Yahari and al-~anbasi because his castle, located near ?an~a', was 

called Bayt ~anbas. Al-Hamdani collected records of the tribe of 

Khawlan at Sa'dah, and other unidentified literary and oral sources 
~ 

and produced his magnum opus, the encyclopedic work, al-Ik11l, of 

which four of the original ten parts exist only in manuscript form 

(Ibid.) The extant part translated into English is Book Eight (Farls, 

1938). Al-Iklll is about the antiquities of South Arabia. Nabih 

Faris has extensive and interesting notes to go along with the 

transl~tion of the text. 

Al-Hamdani spent the greater part of his life in Raydah in 

al-Yaman and later moved to Sa'dah. There he became involved in • 
political struggles and was in and out of prison until he died in 

prison in San'a) about 945 (Ibid.) 3: 124) • 
• 

Of his other works besides al-Ik11l and Sifat jazirat 

al-'arab, there are the two extant: 1. Kitab al-jawharatayn 

al-'atigatayn (Book of the Two Precious Metals), and 2. Sara)ir 

al-hikmah, an astrological work extant in fragmentary form (Ibid.). 
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Ibn ~awqal 

Abu al-Qasim ibn 'Ali al-Nasibi ibn ~awqal is an Arab 

geographer who flourished in the second half of the tenth century. He 

is best known for his geography based on direct observation and 

experience in the areas in which he traveled. 

Ibn Hawqal was born in Nissibin in upper Mesopotamia in an 
• 

area known as al-Jazirah between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in 

what is now northern' Iraq. He grew up there and in Baghdad and 

remained in that city until in Rama9an 331/943 when he began wandering 

around as a traveling merchant engaged in commerce (Krachkovski-

'Uthman Hashim, 1965, 1:200). 

While in Baghdad, he read what preceded him and what was 

contemporaneous with him in the way of geographical books. He soon 

became infatuated with this science. Then he decided to compose a 

work in geography but not to take it from the mouth of the people, nor 

from what he read only, rather he would take it from his own observa-

tions and what he personally witnessed. Then, after 943, he traveled 

around for thirty years and afterwards wrote his books. During this 

period, his travels took him to at least the Maghrib, Spain, the 

southern edge of the Sahara, Egypt, the northern regions of Islam such 

as Armenia, Azerbayjan, al-Jaz1rah, 'Iraq, Khuzistan and Fars in what 

is now southwestern Iran, and Khwarizm and Transoxiana in what is now 

Iran and Afghanistan. He visited the Fa~imid Court in Egypt and 

became a da~T (propagandist) for the Shi1ite doctrine. He traveled 
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somewhat later to Sicily where he became lost to history (Ibid.)(gayf, 

1969, p. 13). 

Except for the work on Sicily, not extant, Ibn ~awqal IS main 

contribution to Arabic geography is a description of the Islamic 

countries in his work known by two titles: Kitab al-masalik wa-al

mamalik (Book of Roads and Kingdoms) or Kitab surat al-ar9 (Book of 

the Shape of the Earth) (Miguel, 1954,3:787). 

So far, it has been impossible to establish clearly the 

history of the text. Nevertheless, it seems certain that it appeared 

in several editions. The first edition appeared before 967 because it 

was dedicated to the ~amdanid Ruler, Sayf al-Dawlah, who died in 967. 

The second edition, which is full of criticism of the ~amdanid Dynasty 

and is dedicated to an as-yet unidentified person, appeared about 977 

(Krachkovski--'Uthman Hashim, 1965, 1:201). A complete and later 

edition appeared in 988 and has contributed to the obscurities of the 

work. He also likely extracted the text of al-I~~akhri who described 

many of the places in which Ibn ~awqal traveled (Ibid.). 

Even though Ibn ~awqal took large sections of al-I~~akhrrls 

work, as was the practice of the time, he corrected facts and details 

of the areas he visited. He sought to have an up-to-date work about 

the a~eas he visited, and later described. Ibn Hawqal was less . 
interested in rare or expensive products that he was in the basic 

agricultural and manufactured products, and he was able to observe on 

site a given economic situation related to a particular period. He is 



the only Arab geographer of the period who actually painted a vivid 

picture of production (Miguel, 1954, 3:787). 

Al-IstakhrT and Ibn Hawqal began their works after a short 
• • r 
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introduction mentioning the country of the Arabs because the Ka~bah is 

in Makkah which is the mother of villages and the center of the 

Islamic world. Both texts follm'/ descriptions of the Arabian 

Peninsula with those of the regions of the Maghrib, Egypt, the land of 

Syria, the Mediterranean Sea, al-Jaz1rah, al-'Iraq, Khuzistan, the 

country of Sind, Armenia, Aran, Azerbayjan, the region of Jibal, 

Daylam, the Caspian Sea, Khurasan, Sijistan, and Transoxiana. The 

section about al-Yaman comes in the description of the Arabian 

Peninsula. 

The scope of geography which the authors selected is limited 

to Islamic regions which is consistent with the characteristics of the 

geographers of the Balkhi school. 

If each author included twenty-one maps, they greatly 

resembled each other in that they had a round map of the world and 

followed it with regional maps supporting the text. Then the two 

books mentioned in a great degree of accuracy the countries and 

cities, and the distances between them. 

The two existing editions of the text are those of De Goeje 

(Leiden, 1873), and Kramers (Leiden, 1938). A translation of the text 

into French was published by G. Wiet entitled Configuration de la 

terre (Paris--Beirut. 1964) (Ibid.). 
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Al-HamadhanT 

Ibn al-FaqTh al-Hamadhani is an author of Persian descent who 

wrote a geography in Arabic. He lived in the late ninth and early 

tenth centuries in the ~ Abbasid province of Mah in the city of 

Hamadhan and has been called al-HamadhanT. Little else is known about 

his life and his only surviving work is a shortened version called 

Kitab al-buldan (Book of Countries) (De Goeje, ed., 1967, Praefatio vi 

ff.) . 

Ibn al-Nadim, the author of al-Fihrist, at the end of the tenth 

century mentioned that he was among the people of culture and his name 

was Aomad ibn al-Faqih (p. 171). Ibn al-Faqlh was familiar with the 

literature of the day and is supposed to have compiled a work about 

poets which is known only by its title in al-Fihrist. His geograph-

ical work was originally of large size containing about 1,000 pages 

(Lofgren, 1954, 3:761). However, it is known only in its summary 

which was done by al-ShlrazT in 413/1022, which is about 100 years 

after the date of al-Hamadhani. 

Since Ibn al-Faqih is connected with the style of al-Jahiz, he . 
is suspected of using that style known as adab literature. His work 

is a literary collection about the countries of the Islamic world in 

which is preserved a large quantity of poetry and stories. He 

discusses in his treatise: present-day Iran, Arabia, 'Iraq, Syria, 

Abyssinia, Rum (Byzantium), Egypt, al-Jazirah, Nubia, the Maghrib, 

al-Andalus (Islamic Spain), and the Sudan. The selection on al-Yaman 

and the Hadramawt is located in the passage on Arabia. He wrote more • • 
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about present-day Iran than any of the other areas. However, it must 

be noted that we only have the extant work through al-Shirazl who may 

have changed the original work to suit his tastes (Ibid.). 

The general content of the work provides an important 

contribution to the history of culture in the second half of the ninth 

century, and was important enough to be subsequently used by 

Al-MuqaddasT and Yaqut (Ibid.). 

Al-Qazwini 

Abu Yahya Zakariya ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud al-Qazwlni is a . . . 
famous cosmographer and geographer who was born into a Persianized 

Arab family which is likely descended from an Islamic legist, Anas ibn 

Malik. He was born in Qazwin in 1203 and probably received his legal 

education there. He left his native town and went to Baghdad and on 

to Damascus about 1233 where he met the famous philosopher and mystic 

Ibn al-'ArabT. He apparently traveled on to al-Maw§il where he met 

~iya· al-Din ibn al-Athir (died 1239) (Lewicki, 1954,4: 865). 

Sometime later, he traveled to Sinjar and Persia, and later to 

al-Kufah where he lived for a while. After Baghdaa was conquered and 

destroyed by the Mongols, he retired from public life to devote 

himself to scholarly pursuits. He was fortunate to be under the 

protection of JuwaynT, the Persian historian and high government 

official under the Mongol conqueror, Hulagu. He dedicated his 

Cosmography to Juwayni. Al-Qazwini died in 1283 (Ibid.). 
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Al-QazwTni is by nature a copyist and provides for us a living 

example for the literature of the era of decline, and he is this 

despite his sweeping generalizations and abundant information except 

that he does not bring forward a new presentation or does he create a 

basic theory. His education helped him to succeed in everything 

because of his special method from which he channeled it at the last 

to compile his constructive literary work collecting all the 

information of his era (Krachkovski--'Uthman Hashim, 1965, 1:360). 

Al-Qazwini as a writer is distinguished clearly in the 

literary style which has a high degree of reality. He is without a 

doubt a man of genius at simplifying learning which shows his 

scientific discipline in great skillfulness inasmuch as he does not 

have an aversion to the general reader. He has superior ability in 

the presentation of most phenomena that are is complex, and that his 

method is to collect a mosaic of narratives of the previous authors 

about the subject he is discussing (Ibid.). 

Al-Qazwini is responsible for two works, one in cosmography 

and one of geography. His Cosmography is entitled ~Aja)ib 

al-makhlukat wa-ghara)ib al-mawjudat (Wonders of Things Created and 

Miraculous Aspects of Things Existing). This work is divided into two 

parts, the first of which discusses heavenly things and the second 

treats earthly things (Lewicki, 1954, 4: 865). 

In the discussion of the heavenly world, al-QazwlnT describes 

the heavenly bodies such as the sun, moon, and stars; the inhabitants 



of the heavens which are angels; the reckonings of time; and Syrian 

and Arabic determination of longitude and latitude (Ibid.). 
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As for the second part, it is dedicated to the earth and its 

phenomena and is generally about the four elements: fire, water, 

earth, and air. This part includes a description of the division of 

the inhabited world into seven climes, or regions, for the occurrence 

of earthquakes, the formation of mountains, and the origin of rivers, 

wells, and springs, and his attempt to support these theories in 

natural and geological explanations not lacking originality. He 

follows this quick presentation with the three kingdoms of nature 

which are the mineral, plant, and animal kingdoms. The last kingdom 

begins with a discussion about the human being and his moral 

qual ities, anatomy, and his organic structure, and the characteristic 

traits of different peoples. He follows this with a discussion about 

other created beings beginning with jinn and ghouls (ibid). From each 

one of these discussions, it becomes clear to many scholars that there 

is a picture of many colors adorning an abundant geographical 

discipline often repeating the subject matter of his other literary 

work in geography (Ibid.). 

As for the other work of al-Qazwini, which is designated by 

some scholars as "geography," it is known in turn by two accounts, one 

of which carries the title 'Aja'ib al-buldan, traced back to the year 

661/1263, while the other carries the title "/\th"ar al- biliid wa-akhbar 

al-'ibad. Its date goes back to the year 674/1275 which differs from 



the other greatly and has important additions. The edition of 

WUstenfeld relies upon the second account (IbidJ. 
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In this work al-Qazwini divided the world into seven regions 

and included in every region a description of the countries, cities, 

mountains~ islands, lakes, rivers, and other features in the order of 

the letters of the Arabic alphabet. It is in his discussion about 

each place that he speaks about what merits attention in it and 

mentions with regard to this place historical details just as he does 

not neglect other details when he discusses the journeys of famous men 

(Krachkovski--'Uthman Hashim, 1965, 1: 360-364). The first region of 

the world contains the various places located in al-Yaman and the 

~a~ramawt. 

The geographical work is similar to the Mu'jam al-buldan 

authored by Yaqut al-~amawi in the organizational scheme and 

disposition of the material over seven different climates or regions 

of the earth. Certain articles in the geographical work can be found 

in the cosmographical work that are almost word-for-word (Lewicki, 

1954, 4:866). 

Besides the two Arabic versions of the Geography, several 

Persian revisions and Turkish summaries of this work are extant. 

About 1403, al-Bakuwi brought forth a new version of it which 

is independent of the two Arabic versions mentioned above. 

The sources of the Athar al-bilad have been studied 

considerably. The first serious study of the sources of the Geography 

has been made by M. Kowalski (vol. 8, 1966, pp. 41-88), in which she 
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gives a detailed analysis. From this analysis, it appears that nearly 

360 articles out of about 600 which form the total of al-QazW1ni ' s 

geographical dictionary contain data borrowed from the Mu'jam 

al- buldan of yaqut. Thus Yaqut's work is the major source for 

al-Qazwini. Kowalski's study shows that all quotations from the two 

risalahs of Abu Dulaf, and the risalahs of al-Ya'qub1, Ibn al-Faq1h, 

Ibn Fadlan, Ibn Hawqal, and al-Muqaddasi are borrowed from the Mu'jam • • 
al-buldan and not the original sources. F. WUstenfeld's (Yaqut 

al-Hamawi, 1979) edition of this work has been the basis of later 
• 

translations and studies of particular chapters. 

Although several scholars have strongly criticized al-Qazwini: 

and von Grunebaum (1967, pp. 301-302, 304) points out that by the 

thirteenth century, a real decline had begun in critical scholarship. 

Al-Qazwlni did plagiarize Yaqut's work without giving him credit. 

However, al-QazwTni's work did exert a considerable influence 

on subsequent Arab cosmographers and geographers such as Shams al-Din 

al-DimashqT (died 1327), Hamd Allah al-Qazwfni (died ca. 1349), . 
al-Damiri (died 1405), Ibn al-WardT (died 1457), and others (Mehren, 

1874, pp. 165, 168, 179, 186-189, 198) (Lewicki, 1954, 4:867). 

Al-'Umari 

Shihab al-Din ibn Fadl Allah al-'umari was a distinguished 

author and administrator of the Mamluk period who served ~ultan 

al-Na~ir Mu~ammad ibn Qalawun in the chancery (an office of official 

records and public archives) of Cairo and Damascus and wrote important 



works describing the organization and administration of the Mamluk 

state (Salibi, 1954, 3: 758). 
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Al-'Umarf was born in Damascus in June of 1301 to a Shafi'i 

family prominent in the service of the Mamluks in Damascus where he 

was educated by the most prominent scholars of his day. He accepted 

the office of judge in his early adulthood before he attained a 

position in the chancery. His father, Hu~yi al-Din ibn Fagl Allah, 

headed the chancery, first in Damascus and later in Cairo. Al-'UmarT 

succeeded his father and was in charge for some years. Later, after 

heading the chancery in Cairo for some time, he lost the favor of the 

sultan and was thrown in prison. He was subsequently released from 

prison in 1339 and was soon appointed as head of the chancery in 

Damascus. This situation lasted until 1342 when he was dismissed and 

replaced by his brother. He lived in retirement in Damascus until his 

death in 1349 (Ibid.) (Ziyadah, 1979, p. 98). 

His main works were likely composed during the last years of 

his life in Damascus. Al-'Umari was only marginally successful in his 

public career because of his outspoken nature and the fact that he 

made enemies readily and easily. However, his real talent was as a 

writer and expert on a large number of subjects related to politics 

and administration. A manual of administration entitled Al-ta'rff bi

al-mu~talab al-sharif describes the organization of the Mamluk empire 

in the different parts and explains how correspondence is carried on 

between the central chancery in Cairo and the other central and pro

vincial offices. The encyclopedic work, Masalik al-ab~ar fi mamalik 



al-am§ar (Roads of Sights in Kingdoms of Camps) discusses many 

subjects such as literature, history, geography, religion and law, 

politics and administration, and is designed as a work on adminis

tration. The edited section of this work is concerned with al-Yaman 

and the tla~ramawt. The two works have an excellent reputation as 

important sources on the administration of the Mamluk Empire. These 

works are imitated with proper references by al-Qalqashandi in his 

work, Subh al-a'sha fi sina'at al-ansha'. This fact is well estab

lished by the copious footnotes of the editors of the texts of al

'Umari and al-Qalqashandi (Ziyadah, 1979, p. 98). 

Al-'Umari presents his work to us by saying: "I read topics 

about the circumstances of regions and what is contained in them. 
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did not find anything of the conditions of the regions about their 

shapes, because most of those books do not include anything except the 

ancient reports, and the situation of past kings and nations. Some of 

the practices disappeared from the nation when its people departed and 

it is no longer mentioned (Ibid., p. 99). 

The only other important work that al-'Umari left is a history 

of his family which he traced back to the second Caliph 'Umar ibn al

Khattab, hence the nisbah, al-'UmarT. His ornate Arabic prose style .. 
was highly esteemed by writers of the Mamluk period (Salibi, 1954, 

3:758). 
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Al-Qalgashandi 

Shihab al-Ofn Abu al-'Abbas Ahmad ibn 'Ali ibn Ahmad ibn ·Abd . 
Allah al-Fazari al-Shafi'i al-Qalqashand-r was born in 1355 at 

Qalqashandah, north of Cairo, hence his name--al-Qalqashandi. His 

family were noted scholars and this led him to go to Alexandria for 

his education. He concentrated his study upon literature, tradition 

and law, planning to be a gagi of the Shafi'i school of law. In 

1376-7, he received his license (ijazah) to give judicial opinions and 

to lecture 011 Shafi'i law and tradition (Bosworth, 1954, 4:509). 

In 1389, after teaching a while, he became a secretary in the 

chancery of the Mamluk administration in Cairo. This position 

required that he accompany the chief secretary when the latter sat 

with the sultan for the dispensation of justice. He died in 1418 at 

age 65 while likely still employed by the chancery. 

Al-Qalqashandi·s scholarly works fall into three categories: 

law, adab (refined and cultured literature), and kitabah, (the 

secretarial art, together with its genealogical and historical 

ancillary disciplines) (Ibid.). 

In the law group, he composed commentaries on the works of 

earlier scholars. First on the Jami b al-mukhtasarat ff furu' al-Shafi 

'{Yah (All of the Summaries in the Branches of the Shafl'ism) of the 

Shafi'l scholar Kamal al-oin A~mad ibn 'Umar al-Nasa1i al-Madliyi 

(1292-1355); and second, on the treastise al-HawT al-saghfr fi al

furu' (The Small Collection in the Branches) of the Sufi Shaykh Najim 
• 
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al-Din i Abd al-Ghaffar al-Qazwini (died 1266) (Ibid.). They 

apparently are not now extant. 

In adab literature, al-Qalqashandl wr?te the short work Hilyat 

al-fadl wa-zinat fi al-mufakharah bayn al-sayf wa-al-qalam for the 

bearer of the royal inkstand. Like so many scholars, he wrote a 

commentary on Ka'b ibn Zuhayr's poem in praise of the Prophet Banat 

su'ad. This work is extant in manuscript form (Ibid.). 

However, the most famous and important works of al-QalqashandT 

are in the realm of secretaryship and related topics. The magnum opus 

is his Subh al-a'sha fi iina'at al-ansha l • This is the full-flowering 

of his genius. This is the culmination of the secretarial manuals and 

encyclopedias of the Mamluk period. These manuals and encyclopedias 

were meant to be reference works for government officials and scholars 

(Ziyadah, 1979, p. 103). The Subb al-a'sha was completed in 1412 and 

comprised seven volumes, having an introduction, ten discourses, and a 

conclusion (Ibid.). The section which I translated is in the middle 

of volume five. Within his work, al-Qalqashandi gives a detailed 

conspectus of the theoretical sciences and the practical skills 

required by a secretary concerned with official correspondence. The 

contents have been analyzed in detail by Bjokman (1928). Large 

numbers of original documents, which al-QalqashandT cites, pertain to 

the Fatimid period of Egypt onwards and are especially valuable . 
(Bosworth, 1954, 4:509. Al-QalqashandT's sources include most of the 

entire body of Arabic writers on kitabah and related fields, such as 

history and geography, but his main sources were the works of two 
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authors of the fourteenth century: (1) Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Fadl . " 

Allah al-'Umari (died. 1349) who wrote al-Ta'rTf bi-mu$takh al-sharif 

([The] Description in the Idiom of the Sharif), its supplement, the 

'Urf al-ta~rif (Knowledge of the Description), and his geography, the 

Masalik al-abiar, and (2) the ga2i Taqyi al-Din 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 

Muhibb al-Din, called ibn Nazir al-Jaysh (died 1384), who wrote . . 
Tathgif al-ta~rif (Ibid.) (Ziyadah, 1979, p. 104). 

In the Subb al-a'sha, al-QalqashandT was trying to be 

encyclopedic and exhaustive, but he later made a resume of it called 

Qaw' al-subb al-musf1r wa-jam'al-daw' al-muthmir (Light of the Dawn of 

The Fruitful Collection),which was dedicated to Kamal al-Din Mu~ammad 

ibn al-Barizi, who later became the chief secretary. The Daw) al-subb 

al-musfir has a few items not found in the Subb al-a'sha. 

Geneaological studies, besides that in the SubO al-a'sha 

(Bosworth, 1954,4:510), are dealt with in two works of al

Qalqashandi, the main one being Nihayat al- arab fT ma'rifat ansab 

al-'arab (End of the Gold in the Knowledge of the Genealogy of the 

Arabs). This was dedicated to one of the amirs and contains much 

information on the science of genealogy as well as early Arabian 

history of the Ayyam al-'arab (Days of the Arabs). However, its main 

textual material is an alphabetically arranged dictionary of Arab 

tribal names (Ibid.). 

Al-Qalqashand1's remaining work is a treatise on the 

constitutional position of the caliphate, the qualities that make a 

good caliph, his duties, the documents issued by them, and a history 
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of the caliphs and a few of the later sultans called Ma'athir al

inafah fi ma'alim al-khilafah (Remnants of Understanding in the 

Characteristics of the Caliphate). This particular work was dedicated 

to the 'Abbasid cal iph in Cairo, al-Hu'tadid ibn al-Mutawakkil (1414-• 
1441). Because of this fact, the Ma'athir al-inafah was likely 

written after the ~b al-a'asha in the last years of al-Qalqashandi's 

life as he died in 1418 (Ibid.). 

Conclusion 

Now that a brief discussion of the life and works of each 

geographer and how the works translated fit into the context of the 

writer, the time has come to focus upon the texts in translation. 



CHAPTER IV 

TRANSLATIONS 

Introduction 

The translations which appear in this chapter focus upon the 

description of al-Yaman and the ~a~ramawt. 

Importance of al-Yaman and the Hadramawt 
• 0 

South Arabia has been important in the history of trade and 

commerce since ancient times. The main impetus to the vast trading 

kingdoms for many centuries was the production and export of 

frankincense and myrrh from al-Yaman and the Hadramawt, and adjacent . . 
areas of Africa across the straits of the Bab al-Mandab at the 

southern end of the Red Sea. This area in the ancient world very 

early became the middleman between the kingdoms of India, China, 

Southeast Asia, and East Africa and the kingdoms of Egypt, Palestine, 

Greece, and Rome. In fact, people of these areas of the Mediterranean 

area thought that a1-Yaman and the Hadramawt were the source not only . . 
of spices like frankincense and myrrh, but spices from India, China, 

and Southeast Asia, and slaves, ivory, and ebony from East Africa. 

The people of the ancient Sabaean kingdoms of South Arabia kept the 

knowledge of the monsoon winds secret for many centuries until early 

in the Christian Era when a Greek employed by the Roman rulers of 

Egypt found out about the monsoon system, and told his employer. 

55 
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Subsequent to this, the Romans began to use it to trade directly with 

the Orient, and the kingdoms of South Arabia declined. 

The monsoon system makes possible a vast sea trade because 

winds blow steadily from the southwest toward the northeast from May 

through September, and reverse themselves from about November through 

April. This makes it possible for sailing ships to sail from South 

Arabia in the spring and summer to South and East Asia, and return 

westward in the fall and winter. 

Before the discovery of the monsoon system, the Romans dubbed 

al-Yaman and the Hadramawt, "Arabia Felix," translated either as . . 
"Happy Arabia" or "Fortune Arabia" because of the idea that all exotic 

products came from South Arabia. 

Medieval al-Yaman and the Hadramawt were just as mysterious . . 
because of the mostly unknown areas due to its isolation from the rest 

of the Islamic World. 

The Arabic geographers who described this area told their 

contemporaries about this land of spices, vipers, legendary cities 

buried under the sands of the desert or perched on top of hills or 

mountains, and the rugged terrain. 

The order of the texts of the geographers is chronological as 

best can be determined given the information available. Short 

interruptions in the texts of translations are indicated by three dots 

( ••• ), and a longer interruption in the texts by three asterisks (***) 

to mark this phenomenon. This is because I have not translated every 

line, but those sections dealing with geographical description. 
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Ibn Rustah--Al-a'lag al-nafisah (Pp. 109-115) 

Description of the City of San'a) . 
It is the city of al-Yaman. There is not in al-Yaman, 

Tihamah, or the Hijaz a greater city than it. Neither are there more . 
people of noble origin or more delicious food than in ~an'a). It is 

basically a mountainous inland city with a temperate climate. Its 

pleasant weather is equal throughout the year, and is spring-like and 

temperate and only one covering is used in one place all the time. 

Two crops of wheat and three and four crops of barley and 

rice1 reach maturity during one year. Among their fruits and grapes 

are those that produce twice per year also. 

It [San'a)] is a city with many inhabitants and nice houses, 
• 

some of which are above others. Most of these houses are embellished 

with plaster and baked brick and dressed stones. Among them are those 

whose foundations are of plaster and baked brick and the rest of them 

are beautiful dressed stone. Some floors (foundations) of their 

buildings are plaster and baked brick and some of them are plaster, 

and most of their roofs are covered with stones (gravel) because of 

the abundant rain. Its rain has times well known to them, indications 

of which they do not mistake. It rains in the summer one month and in 

the fall, all of four months,2 then the rain stops. Then it does not 

1Likely in other parts outside ~an'a) (Sarjeant and Lewcock 
1983, p. 126). 

2Little rain is normal in fall (kharlf). Ibid., p. 127. 
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rain at all until that time next year in the rainy season. The rain 

begins mostly a little after noon and perhaps the sky will be clear 

and there is no sign of rain, and some of the people urge others to 

finish their work mindful of the rain coming. Then the clouds build 

up by this time and it rains and most of the rain is from the time of 

afternoon until the time of sunset. As a result, the flash flood 

washes away all the dust and cleans that district completely and that 

water flows to their fields in channels which they make for this 

purpose so that nothing impedes this water. They did not have walls 

in ancient times; they were built after the riot of Ibn Ya'fur3 their 

king. Their city has a street that splits into two halves. It goes 

to a wadi into which the floods flow the days of rain the width of the 

Tigris River or smaller than it. This wadi is named al-Sirar. On its 

two banks are establishments built of plaster, baked brick, and 

stones. The people of these establishments are tanners and to it also 

are the openings of its alleys. Its market is in one side of that 

which adjoins it from the north and some of these streets. Everyone 

of the lanes has two gates, one of which opens on this street and the 

other to the town walls. Near its wall is a Friday mosque built of 

stone and plaster. It is a large mosque and the fagihs of that place 

mention that this mosque was built on the order of the Messenger of 

God (God bless him and grant him salvation) in his time, and that in 

3Ibn Ya'fur rebelled in 247/861 and became master of San'a'. 
His son, Muhammad, was recognized by the 'Abbasid caliph as governor 
of San'a) in 259/873 (Sarjeant and Lewcock, 1983, p. 127) • 

• 
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the place of the mibrab is the tomb of one of the prophets who was 

famous before the building of the mosque. One of the Companions of 

the Prophet (God bless him and grant him salvation) took charge of its 

building. In front of the Friday Mosque nearby about a distance of 

ten cubits is a citadel whose foundation is of rock. It is known as 

Ghumdan, the place of the Tubba' kings. Sam ibn Nu~4 built it, and 

their faqihs mention that it is the first building built after the 

Flood. Its elevation is very high. When it was torn down, the stones 

from it were used until they said that there were sufficient stones 

from it making it unnecessary to transport stones to that place from 

elsewhere. It is said that there is a well of Sam ibn Nub in this 

citadel. In the citadel is another well which is the well in which 

was found one of the Muslims killed in the caliphate of ~Umar. Seven 

individuals participated in his killing, and 'Umar killed all of them 

for it and said: "If the people of San'a) had joined against him, I . 
would have killed them." This is a well-known badith which Sa'id ibn 

al-Musayyid 5 and others have related on the authority of Umar. 

If you climb up to the remains of the buildings of Ghumdan, 

all of ~an'a> can be overlooked. §an'["s mosque has twenty-two 

muezzins all of whom call to prayer each prayer-time, one right after 

the other except in the evening prayer. Then altogether, they take 

4Shem, son of Noah. 

5Traditionalist who died in al-Madinah in 93-94/711-713 
(Serjeant and Lewcock, 1983, p. 128). 
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minaret to line up for prayer where they finish with the second call 

to prayer. 
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In everyone of their houses is a well from which water is 

drawn for drinking. They find well water preferable to spring water. 6 

A faqih of theirs weighed their well water with a like amount of water 

from the Tigris and found the well water lighter than water of the 

Tigris. Near each one of their mosques--except the smallest of them--

is a watering place in which is water for a public fountain and places 

to perform the greater and the lesser ablutions, each being a cistern. 

In the cistern is a large arch which is put together with stones. 

Nearby are the jazarin7 which the people mention that in this place in 

early times, sixteen prophets were slain. 

Their food is clean wheat (wheat free of impurities and dirt) 

and 'als, which is similar to bintah (regular wheat) except it is 

finer than regular wheat and its ear does not resemble the ears of 

wheat. On them are two husks, one of which is the husk of the 

musnabalah8 and the other is close to the husk of rice. When it is 

threshed, milled, and baked, its taste is better than the taste of 

wheat bread. 

6Water from underground ghayls, the Yamani version of ganats 
--underground streams dug in the past (Ibid.). 

7Place of sacrifice. 

8Ear (spike) of grain like wheat and barley. 
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In their area, the notable fruits are several kinds of apples 

and plums (bargug), which are apricots (mishmish), and firsaks of 

several kinds, which are peaches (khawkh), and several kinds of pears 

(ijjas) that are not found in Khurasan, and pears (kummathra) of many 

kinds. In their areas also, so they claim are nearly seventy kinds of 

grapes. 9 There are date palms in the villages outside the capital and 

bananas are numerous in every place. These bananas ripen every forty 

days. The fruit falls and their picking is never interrupted. 10 In 

and around ~an'a) are found tender beans (baqla},11 sugar cane, 

walnuts, almonds, pistachios, pomegrantes, figs, quinces, and fine 

melons not good, therefore, they are eaten without sugar, cucumbers 

(giththa», several kinds of vegetables, and citrons (utrujj}12, there 

are numerous, large and sweet to the taste. There are also all kinds 

of aromatic plants (rayahln) and roses and jasmine and narcissus and 

lilies-of-the valley (sawsan) of all kinds. Perhaps all of them are 

found at the same time flowering. There is found much honey, and the 

people prefer beef over mutton all of which is bought at one price. 13 

9Al-Hamdani, ~ifat, p. 196. 

10Bananas only grow at lower elevations in the highlands and 
in the Tihamah (Sarjeant and LewcocK, 1983, p. 128). Contrary to the 
implication of Sarjeant and Lewcock, there is no explicit evidence in 
Ibn Rustah's text that bananas did not grow in San'a) • . 

l1Sifat, p. 197. 

12Utrujj--modern itranj is only grown in wadi Dahr near San'a) 
today (SarJeant and Lewcock, 1983, p. 128). • 

13Now, however, mutton is preferred over beef (Ibid, p. 235). 
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From there, leather and musha~'arah (unscraped leather) 

sandals are exported as well as leather mats and uniformly high-priced 

stripped cloth and a loose, outer garment (al-argiyah), which amounts 

to a robe (burd), which could reach a price of 500 dinars. 14 They 

&lso export various kinds of precious stones and containers of 

bagaraniyah and sa'waniyah, and onyx (jaz,)15 and several kinds of 

pearls. A ring stone of bagaraniyah attains one hundred dinars and 

more. 

The people have a separate suq in which only mizmars (oboes) 

are sold. These instruments are arranged in the shops and tied in 

bundles. 

There are many caravansarais (khans) and shops in which are 

many people who make vessels of onyx and several kinds of beads 

(kharaz). 

Their mosques do not have inner courts except the Friday 

mosque. Their prominent ones are a people from the descendents of Say 

ibn Dhi Yazan,16 who are extremely high minded and have nobility 

surpassing men in other districts. They are a people who originally 

had generosity and nobility. The meat of their sheep and cattle has 

14~, p. 202. 

15Jaz' is of two kinds: muwashsha and musayyar found in Jabal 
Nuqum--a mountain overlooking San'a', and Wadl Dahr--a wadi flowing 
through part of San'a' and its"hinterland (Sarjeant and Lewcock, 1983, 
p. 128). " 

16Famous Yamani warrior, founder of a dynasty which ruled 
~an'a) ca. 840s until 1004. 
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special features, that is to say that they are not well done except on 

live coals and fuels which heat them and do not cook them well. 

Their estates are the most splendid estates and most of them 

have abundant fruits and are of three kinds: one kind of them is 

watered by the rain; another kind is based upon springs; a third kind 

is based upon wells which have water drawn out from them by camels and 

cattle. Another kind is the most beautiful and most in value is based 

upon water of a dam. A dam occupied a chasm of the mountains and the 

estates surrounded the water near the dam. Canals were dug from the 

water to their estates. Their villages were assessed a tithe before 

the rule of Ibn Ya'fur. Then Ibn Ya'fur in place of a tithe taxed 

them the equivalent of 200,000 dinars. 

Business transactions of the people of the country are in 

dinars with a ring around them, and six-sided dirhams and the fils. 

So he minted with dirhams, perhaps he raised from sixty to one hundred 

in a dinar and the fils are twenty-four in a dirham. Each dirham 

equals the weight of one-sixth of a dirham. They have calabashes, 

which are big things like a big jar, which are sold by amnans 17 and 

which are cut into pieces, the largest being most moist. 

Their [al-Yaman's] women are noble (free-born) and the people 

disperse in the necessary things to do during the day and gather 

together in meetings of the legists and the like after dark until a 

time when a small drum beats, which is set up on Ghumdan so all the 

17A manna (p. amnan) is a dry measure of about 1.85 lbs. 
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people of the country can hear. Those who are found before the sound 

of a drum would not be harmed, and those who are found outside after 

that are imprisoned and punished. Most of the common people and the 

rest of al-Yaman are partial to the Shi'ites. Most of their faith is 

exercised when they swear an oath by the life of and recognize the 

AmTr al-Mu)minin (Commander of the Faithful) to be 'Ali (ibn Abi 

Talib). It is claimed that from San'a>, it is six parasangs to a • • 
citadel belonging to Ibn Ya'fur, the ruler of al-Yaman. This citadel 

is named al-Shibam. There is no way to al-Shibam except one narrow 

passage which ascends to it from a mountain difficult to climb. A 

bridge is erected upon it which one crosses to it. On it (the 

fortress) are many forts which exceed 500, and many villages which 

exceed forty. These villages contain springs, rivers, cultivated 

fields, gardens, date palms, a large number of livestock including 

camels and riding beasts and the like. In the heart of Shibam is a 

large market and a Friday mosque. This citadel and all that is in it 

are villages especially for this Ibn Ya'fur and a large number of his 

chiefs and his relations, according to its people. In it [the 

citadel] are mosques and corrals which have the capacity of thousands 

of riding beasts and many springs of water cross it [this citadel]. 

Description of the City of Sabal of the Hadramawt . . 
From Shibam to the area of the Hadramawt to the city of Sab~ . . 

is three days journey. The city of Saba) is a city of the tribe of 

Madhij, whose ruler is Ibn al-Rubah. He provided a guest house there 

since the days of the Jahiliyah. There are in that area gold mines 
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which Ibn al-Rubah does not share with anyone. As a result, he has 

much wealth which comes to him. In the city of Saba) was the palace 

of Bilqis which contained her throne and traces of it remain until 

today. Her [Its] inscriptions are evident in the stones of her 

palace. Stone pillars are still in those places to this time. Beside 

it are traces of a city of wondrous buildings which the people of 

Saba' claim was the city of Saba' before. It is the city of Saba' 

which had the palace of Sheba. 18 It is that which God (May He be 

exhalted) mentioned in His Book when He said: "There was indeed a 

sign for Sheba in their dwelling place: Two gardens." (Qur)ln 34: 

15) It was two great cities the length of which each was more than one 

day's journey facing each other. In both of them are many fruits 

having trees intertwined and many gardens and the walker walks among 

the fruit-bearing trees, and upon his head is a large basket. He does 

not walk but a little way until the basket fills from the fruit of 

those trees without picking or gleaning. Its people were proud of the 

splendid landed estates and wondrous buildings and numerous expendi

tures since they were wealthy owners of riches and livestock. They 

did not show to anyone obedience over themselves except for the one 

who was made king. They obeyed his leadership and they had made idols 

which they worshipped. So God (May He be exhalted) sent to them a 

prophet who lived among them for some time calling them to God. They 

disbelieved him and he threatened them and filled them with fear, and 

18Ancient Sabaean ruler, dates of reign unknown. 
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urged them to thank God for that with which He blessed them, but they 

did not pay attention to his teaching and disdained it saying: "Bring 

to us that with which you are threatening us with if you are telling 

the truth." Then they slaughtered him as a blood sacrifice. Their 

king had most of their wealth and cattle and landed estates and 

palaces and crops. 

Now there was among them a soothsayer who told them in saj'19 

that a great event was going to take place and that they would lose 

their wealth and estates. This is written and preserved until today 

upon stones containing ~imyaritic writing which is dated. So the king 

believed this saying and hid it from his subjects and began to send 

his cattle, silver, and other possessions secretly to the country of 

'Akk20 • So when he disposed of most of that, he began to sell his 

landed estates for a cheap price in order to interest the people in 

buying them. Then the people took the opportunity of that, and 

promptly rushed to buy his estates. It so happened that all of their 

estates were near the dam, and so God (May He be exhalted) sent the 

rats against that dam. They began burrowing into the bases of the dam 

and destroyed it until the matter became serious. The people of Saba 

began repairing what the rats had destroyed by day, and the rats 

returned to it by night. Then when the damage became extensive, the 

people feared for the outburst of that water on them. Some of them 

19Rhymed prose. 

20A tribe in the Tihamah in Medieval times (Sarjeant and 
Lewcock, 1983, p. 54). 
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were occ~ped with repairing that dam while others were transporting 

their possessions and driving the cattle to the high mountains which 

were around it. Then that dam burst and the water came upon the 

people of those two cities. There did not remain anything of the 

wealth or cattle in them. The traces of the two cities were washed 

away and they became as a wadi in which there was no agriculture or 

stock farming. When this befell them, they believed in God and ask 

Him for forgiveness; then they repented and surrendered to God. Then 

Almighty God accepted this from them and strengthened them and He 

joined forces and aided them so that they built two great cities more 

beautiful than the two which the water destroyed, and God increased 

their blesSings more than before. Their cities contained tamarisk and 

lotus trees and the importance of the cities grew and their villages 

and landed estates became numerous. The sands of the desert adjoined 

these vi 11 ages. 

But then they [the people of these cities] disbelieved after 

that and they changed and returned to what they were before, and said: 

"We have no need of these adjoining villages and flowing springs and 

productive trees. The deserts are dearest to us more, and they are 

preferable to this in our opinion." Then God (May He be exhalted) 

sent upon them the water from the outburst of the dam and they lost 

their wealth, estates, and cattle, and they dispersed into scattered 

parties going in every direction and a small remnant of these people 

remains until today. The sites of these cities, villages, and landed 

estates became canyons and wadis until today. 



Al-Hamdani--Sifat Jazirat Al-~Arab (Pp. 50-55) 

Information About the Detail of this Peninsula in the 
View of the People of Yemen (pp. 50-55) 
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In the opinion of the people of al-Yaman, the peninsula is 

Yaman and Shalm [Syria], the south of it being al-Yaman and the north 

of it al-Sha'm, Najd and Tihamah. The Najd is that which is elevated 

of it from al-Sarah, from whose peaks it appears extending to the east 

in a level plain aside from that which descends to al-~Aru1.21 The 

Hijaz is that which forms a barrier [hajaza] between al-Yaman and . 
al-Sha'm. Sarah is that which extends and stretches out in the land 

from the mountains of this peninsula like the highest part of Sarah. 

'Arug is what spreads out from these places eastward to the northeast 

sector. 'Iraq and Shihr: 'Iraq is land that run parallel to fresh • 
water and the sea, taken from the sutures ['iraq] of the well bucket. 

Al-Shihr is taken from "shahara the land", which means to fertilize • 
the land and chickpea beds. We shall arrange in sections the 

description of each part of these countries separated under their 

names. And what there is in it in the way of a small town we shall 

ferret out, as with al-'Aru~ and Najran for example, and what there is 

in the way of an extensive town, the least of whose parts exceeds the 

most of al-'Aru~, we shall that because of the extent of the country 

and the multitude of describe it generally at length. We shall not be 

capable of other than inhabited sites. 

21A mountain chain from'Arafat to Najran. 
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Description of al-Yaman the Verdant 

Al-Yaman was named the verdant for the plethora of its trees, 

fruits, and cultivated fields. The sea encompasses it from the east 

to the south, then returning to the west. A single line separates it 

from the rest of the Arabian Peninsula; a line from the borders of 

'Uman and YabrTn to the border of what is between al-Yaman and 

al-Yamamah, to the borders of al-Hujayrah and Tathlith and the rivers 

of Jurash and Kutnah sloping in al-Sarah on the peak of 'Anz to 

Tihamah on Umm Jahqam to the sea opposite a mountain which is called 

Kudummul near Hamiqah and that which is the boundary of what is 

between the town of Kinanah and Al-Yaman from the depression of 

Tihamah. The seals first surrounding of al-Yaman is from the 

direction of Dama, then Tanwa, al-Jumhah, Ra's al-Fartak, and the . . 
edges of the mountains of al-Yubmad and what falls and follows from 

them to the area of al-Shi~r, then al-Shibr follows and the basin of 

al-Khays, and the basin of al-Ghayth, the depression of Mahrah, and 

the basin of al-Qamar (the Moon) which is the same word as the moon in 

the sky. Then comes the basin of al-'Uqar, the depression of Mahrah 

also, thence to al-Khayraj and al-As'a'. Halfway from this coast 

eastward between 'Uman and 'Adan is Raysut, which is a refuge like a 

citadel, but a citadel built on a mountain with the sea surrounding it 

except from one side. He who wants to 'Adan must go to it, and if he 

wants to enter, he enters. But if he wants to continue his route, he 

does not go to it. Between the route which branches off to it and the 

route leading to 'Uman is a distance of one mile. It is inhabited by 
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the Azd [tribe] of the Banu Judayd who had been a people of al-Qamar 

at the beginning of our era. They put up for the night whoever is 

there at night and among those they killed there was a man called 'Amr 

ibn Yusuf al-Judaydi, one of the chiefs of its inhabitants, an Azdi. 

Those who experienced that from al-Qamar were the Banu Khanzirit. 

Those who remained of its inhabitants went out from it and dispersed 

to the country of al-Ghayth from Mahrah and settled in a place of it 

called Hasik and Marbat for a while. . . 
* * * 

The Account of the Islands of the Sea 

As for what is beyond the coasts of al-Yaman in the way of 

islands that are in the sea surrounding it, there is Dahlak and 

Kamaran. The latter is a fort for whoever rules the Yaman, coastal 

plain. Then there are also the Farasan Islands and the island of 

Zayla', in which is a suq to which goats from the country of Abyssinia 

are imported. Their skins are bought and most of their carcasses are 

thrown into the sea. The island [peninsula] of Barbara is a piece 

from the edge of the coasts of al-Yaman extending into the sea at 

'Adan from about the rising point of Canopus and going east from it 

and in what is adjacent to 'Adan. Facing it is Mount Dakhkhan and the 

island of Suqutra. Ascribed to it is Suqutri aloes. It and the . . 
island of Barbara are among what lies established or the route between 

'Adan and the land of Zanj. When one leaves 'Adan to go to the 

country of Zanj, he would take a way as if he wanted to go to 'Uman 

and the island of Suqu~ra, heading parallel to it on the south until 
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it comes to an end. Then he turns in the direction of the Sea of 

Zanj. The length of this island is eighty parasangs,22 and in it are 

representatives of all the tribes of Mahrah and in it are some 10,000 

warriors who are Christian. It is mentioned that a people from the 

land of Rum (Byzantine Empire) were banished to it by Kisra. 23 

Subsequently, tribes of Mahrah settled with them and some of them 

became Christians. In Suqutra are many date palms and ambergris 
• 

reaches it. In it also is Dragon's Blood which is a tree called 

Ayda', and many aloe plants. 

As for the inhabitants of 'Adan, they say that no one from Rum 

had entered it but its inhabitants were monks. Then they vanished and 

Mahrah settled it and a clan of a people of the Shurah. Then the 

mission of Islam appeared in it and the Shurah became numerous in it 

and attacked those in it who were Muslims and they killed them except 

for ten people. In it now is a mosque in a place called al-SITq. 

* * * 

The City of San'[l . 
It is the "Mother of al-Yaman" and its pole because it is at 

the center of it between ~Adan and the border of al-Yaman with the 

land of Najd and Hijaz • . Its name in the JahilTyah was Azal and the 

people of Syria named it San'[l al-Qassabah [Approximately: . . . liThe 

22Actually eighty miles. 

23The Arabic name for the Persian king. [Kisra is derived 
from the Persian form of the name Chosroes (II), Persian king in the 
early 7th century.] 
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artificer of brocade".] The Arabs say that San'a) is a necessity even 
• 

if the trip is long. The nisbah of San'5) is San'ani like Bahra) and . . 
Bahrani because they consider the nun lighter than the waw [in 

replacing the hamzah]. Khawlan is not attributed to it except when 

lengthened as San'awi in origin.... San~a) is the oldest city on . ~ 

earth because Sam ibn Nuh24 was the one who founded it. compiled • 
information on it in ancient times in the Kitab al-Iklil. Hence we 

have abstained from mention of its ancient days (in this place in a 

single page} •••• 

Ibn ~awqal--Kitab surat al-arg (Pp. 36-39) 

As for Tihamah, it is a part of al-Yaman with mountains 

interwoven. The first of Tihamah overlooks the Red Sea then continues 

westward and eastward to the region of ?a'dah, Jurash, and Najran, and 

northward to the borders of Makkah and south from San'a' for about ten . 
days' journey. I made a map of some of the mountains of Tihamah in 

the map of countries of the Arabs. 

The country of Khawlan includes villages, cultivated fields, 

and water. It was made prosperous by its people and it spread out and 

in it are various tribes of al-Yaman. 

Najran and Jurash are two cities close together in size. In 

both of them are date palms, and they include many sections of 

al-Yaman. 

24Shem, son of Noah. 
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?a'dah is larger and more prosperous than the two [cities of 

Najrin and Jurash]. In §a'dah is made that which is made in San a in 

the way of leather. In Najran and Jurash and al-T;)if is manufactured 

a large quantity of leather, more than in ~a'dah. In the latter is a 

meeting place of merchants and wealth, and the ~asanite [a descendent 

of ~asan, son of ~Ali ibn Abi !alib, is al-Qasim al-Rassi] and he is 

known as al-RassT, and is a resident in ~a6dah. 

There is not in all of al-Yaman a city that is larger nor with 

more facilities nor more populous than San'a). It is a place on the 
• 

equator and is even of climate to the extent that no one changes from 

one place winter or summer during his lifetime. The,hours of day and 

night are close to each other because the axis of the sun upon it is 

even. Leprosy is apparent in it due to weakness of the sun there, and 

the insignificance of its effect on their bodies. 

In San'[> were the residences of the kings of al-Yaman . 
previously mentioned and in it are remnants of a great building that 

was destroyed. It is a great hill known as Ghumdan which was a palace 

for the kings of al-Yaman. There was not in al-Yaman a building 

higher than it is in the ruined state. 

Al-Mudhaykhirah is a mountain in which was al-Ja'farl. was 

told that its height was twenty parasangs. In it are cultivated 

fields and water and in it grows the ~, which is a red plant 

included by the term "saffron," sold two mannan25 for a dinar. It is 

25Cf p. 156. 



used as a dye. It [al-Mudhaykhirah] is impregnable and lofty and 

there is no road to it and as it is known from the foot of the 
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mountain to the west as Mount Nufusah, which is impregnable and has an 

abundance of water and trees and good soil and an abundance of fruits. 

The Khawarij dwell in it. It is a place of refuge for them, and CAbd 

Allah ibn Wahb al-RasibT and 'Abd Allah ibn Ibad died in it. There is . 
no access to it except one way. Al-Mudhaykhirah in old times belonged 

to As'ad ibn Abi Ya'fur. 26 Subsequently, Muhammad ibn al-Fadl . . 
al-Da'i27 conquered it for the people coming from the west. 

Shibam is a great, inaccessible mountain also, in which are 

villages and cultivated fields and many inhabitants, and in it is a 

mosque. It is distinctive among the mountains of al-Yaman and 

carnelian and onyx and a stone known as amethyst is taken from it. 

Seekers acquire it in the area unpolished like the rest of the stones, 

but when it is worked, it appears as a jewel with fire and beauty. 

heard that it is picked up in the deserts from among colored pebbles. 

'Adan is a small city famous because it is a sea port in which 

maritime travelers stay. In al-Yaman are cities larger than it, but 

there is not one of them as famous. 

In al-Yaman also are a band of Khawarij near Hamdan and 

Khawlan. They are a people originally supporters of 'Ali ibn Abi 

26Unidentified person. 

27Unidentified warrior. 



Talib,28 but fought against him and were defeated and scattered and 
• 
some of them ended up in al-Yaman. Jam 6 is a town which is the most 

prosperous of land in those districts in the way of villages and 

cultivated fields and most abundant of them in regard to water. 

The Hadramawt is east of 'Adan near the sea and its sand is . . 
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very abundant and is known as al-Ahqaf. It [the HadramawtJ is also a . . . 
small city and has a region and vast districts. In the ~a~ramawt is 

the tomb of Hud the Prophet (Peace be upon him) and near it is 

Barahut, which is a well that it is not known what person settled 

there. 

The country of Mahrah, whose capital city is named al-Shibr, 

is a desert country. Their languages are very strange, and one can 

hardly understand their words. There are in Mahrah no date palms and 

no cultivated fields, rather their wealth is in camels and goats. The 

camels and riding beasts are fed small fish known as waraq. They and 

the rest of their animals do not know bread nor eat it. They eat 

fish, milk, and dates. They have a noble breed of camels which are 

superior to all the breeds in travel and fineness of gait, and 

frankincense which is exported throughout the world from there. Their 

houses are spread out in it, and their land is in a remote wadi. It 

is said that it is one of the administrative districts of 'Uman and 

the length of Mahrah is four-hundred parasangs. 

* * * 

28Fourth orthodox Caliph, Ruled 656-661. 
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In the land of Saba) of al-Yaman are bands of Himyar and . 
likewise in the Hadramawt, and [also in it are] the abodes of Hamdan, 

• r 

Ash'ar, Kindah, and Khawlan. The towns are spread out in the spaces 

of al-Yaman. In the spaces between the towns are provinces and 

cultivated fields. In [Sab~] is a wadi and villages which are 

included in some of the Tihamah and some of the highlands. The 

highlands of al-Yaman are east of Tihamah. It has few mountains and 

has level places. The highlands of al-Yaman are not of the highlands 

of al-~ijaz. However, the south of the highlands of al-~ijaz is 

connected to the north of the highlands of al-Yaman. Between Ba~rayn 

and 'Uman is a trackless desert. 

In al-Yaman are many apes. I heard that they increased until 

they were uncontrollable except in a large group. When they assemble, 

they have a leader whom they extol and follow like the queen of the 

bees. In Saba' is a quadruped called the 'udar, which I was told 

hunts human beings. When it attacks a man, if that beast succeeds in 

wounding him, the insides of the human become wormy and he bursts. 

There are related about ghouls in it, wonders that I do not think are 

fit to tell. 

Al-Hamadhani--Kitab al-buldan (Pp. 33-36) 

The Account Concerning Al-Yaman 

Al-Kalbl said: It was called al-Yaman because Yaq~an ibn 

'Abir ibn Shalikh ibn Arfakhshad ibn Sam ibn Nub (Shem, son of Noah) 

entered after the departure of thirteen adults of the sons of his 



father. Then he settled at the place of al-Yaman. 29 The Arabs said 

that the Bani Yaqtan had gone south (tayammana). So it was named 
• 

al-Yaman. It is said rather it was named al-Yaman because it is on 

the right (yamin) of the Ka'bah. When the people of al-Yaman came, 

the Messenger of God (God bless him and grant him salvation) said: 
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"The people of al-Yaman have come to you with more tender of hearts 

than you. They are the first who came to us in greeting.,,30 He also 

said: "Faith is Yamani and wisdom is Yaman1 and Islam is Yamani.,,31 

He said also: "The people of al-Yaman are the ornament of the 

Hajj."32 Mujahid said: "A muj"ahid about the works of God (May He be . 
exhalted) said: 'God will bring a people who love Him and whom He 

loves.,,,33 He said: "They are Sabi 34 of al-Yaman." He also said: 

"A man approached Nu man ibn al-Mundhir35 and said: 'Tell me about 

the people of al-Yaman.' Then he replied that they have the most 

Sayyids and the most in population." He said: "Tell me also about 

the Banu 'Amr." He said that they have the rumps of women and necks 

29Unidentified quotation. 

30Unidentified s~ying. 

31Bukharl, Sahlb 42:557. 

32Unidentified quotation. 

33Qur'an 5:54. 

34The Sabi are people of the remnants of the South Arabian, 
pre-Islamic kingdoms. 

35The last important king of the Lakhmid Dynasty, ca. 
505-554. 



78 

of gazelles. He said: "And the Tamim?" The man told Nu'man: "A 

stone, if you fall upon it, it will hurt you, and if falls upon you, 

it will hurt (you)." The Messenger of God (God bless him and grant 

him salvation) said: "If it is difficult for one of you to find a 

place to live, then he should go in that direction," and he pointed to 

al-Yaman and His [God's] speech (Nay He be exhalted) is "If you turn 

away, He will exchange you for some other people (and they will not be 

the likes of you).36 Al-Kalbi said: "They are the people of al-Yaman 

with many virtues."37 He also said: "Al-Yaman has thirty-three 

minbars (pulpits) from ancient times and forty modern minbars.,,38 

~an'a) was named for ~an'a) ibn Azal ibn Yaq~an, he being the 

one who built it. In His [God's] account (May He be exhalted): [It 

is] a fair town and a much-forgiving 10rd."39 He said: "?an'a>." 

There is in His account (May He be exhalted), "Coming to it is a month 

and leaving it is a month." He said that Sulayman ibn Dawud (May 

peace be upon him) said that who goes at the beginning of the day from 

Persepolis and comes at the end of the day to ~an'a) and inspects the 

shaypns in Rayy." It is said that ~an'a) is the most pleasant of 

countries having pleasant weather and much water. The people of 

al-~ijaz and al-Yaman say that it rains in the winter twice and in the 

36Qur'an 47:38. 

37Unidentified quotation. 

38Unidentified quotation. 

39Qur'an 34:14 (15). 
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summer twice. They have rains all summer and they have plenty of 

vegetation in in winter. It rains in §an'a' and what is adjacent to 

it in June, July, August, and some of September from noon until 

sunset. When a man meets another man, he says: "Hurry before the 

downpour because rain is inevitable these days." Ibn 'AbOas used to 

say that MUjahid is the scholar of the inhabitants of al-Hijaz, Sa'ld . 
ibn Jubayr is the scholar of the people of 9J-'Iraq, Tius is the 

scholar of the people of al-Yaman, and Wahb is a great scholar. 

In al-Yaman among the kinds of produce and wonders of fruit 

and oddities of trees which grow in the land of Persia (the Kisras) 

and Byzantium (the Caesars)40 is of little value. The Byzantines and 

Persians were proud of building and competed in al-Yaman, but they 

were incapable of the likes of Ghumdan, Ma)rib, the Hadramawt, the . . 
palace of Mas'ud, the dam of Luqman, Salhin, Sirwah, Mirwah, Baynun, . ... . 
Hindah, Hinaydah, and Falthum Buraydah. Is there often Baynun or 

Sal bin a ruin and after Baynun will the people build a structure? In 

San'a) is Ghumdan, a wondrous palace built with four fa~ades, a fa~ade . 
with a white covering, a facade with a yellow covering, a fa~ade 

covered in red, and a fa~ade covered in green. The covering is of 

stone. It was erected on its interior making it solid on its 

foundation a palace of seven stories. Between each two floors is 

forty cubits and its roof is one slab of marble. On each corner was 

put a statue of a lion like the greatest of lions. When the wind blew 

40Caesar is the name used for the Roman ruler. 
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from the side of one of these statues, it would enter its interior 

from its rump and would exit from its mouth and a roar would be heard 

like the roar of a lion. He [the ruler] used to order lamps to be lit 

in the marble chambers until daybreak. Then the palace would glow 

from its interior like flashing of lightning. 41 

If a man overlooked it at night, he would say, "I see in 

?an'a-) severe 1 ightni ng and much rain." He did not know that that was 

from the light of lamps. It was thus until it was burned down, and on 

one of its corners was written: "May you be safe, Oh Ghumdin, your 

destroyer will be killed!" 'Uthman ibn 'Affah42 destroyed it, and then 

he was killed. They say: "He who built it was Sulayman ibn Dawud and 

that is because he ordered the shay tans to build for BilqTs three 

palaces in ~an'a); one of them Ghumdan, and [another] Sal~Tn, and [a 

third] Baynun. About them the poet has stated: 

Is there often Ghumdan or Salhin a ruin and 
after Baynun will the people build a structure? 

Abu 'Ubaydah43 said to the people of al-Yaman, "Four things 

are unique: the Yamani corner in the qiblah, the Yamani Canopus in 

the sky, the YamanT Sea among the seas, and al-Yaman among the 

countries." They have Sabaean writing, ~imyaritic numbers and 

reckoning, and ~imyaritic script. 

41Cf. Al-QazWin1, p. 51. 

42Third of the Orthodox Caliphs, killed A.D. 656. 

43Abu 'Ubaydah, Arabic philologist, 728-825. 
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Al-Bakri44 said: "The infidels of Egypt are the Copts, the 

unbelievers of Syria are the Jarajimah,45 the infidels of al-JazTrah46 

are the Jaramiqah,47 the infidels of the sawad (the southern part of 

al-'Iraq) are the Mandeans,48 the unbelievers of Sind are the 

Sababijah,49 the infidels of 'Uman are the Mazun,50 and the 

unbelievers of al-Vaman are the Samuran. 51 

Carnelian is exported from the province of San';) and the best . 
of it is that which comes from a mine named Muqra, and another village 

named al-Ham, and a mountain which is called Qusas. Some of it 

(carnelian) is worked in al-Vaman and some of it is transported to 

al-Ba~rah. Vazid ibn Harun 52 related on the authority of ~umayd 

al-lawi153 (the Tall) on the authority of Anas ibn Malik 54 who said, 

44Al-Bakri, famous geographer of the Muslim west, d. 1094. 

45People of Syria in the Period of the Crusades, ca. A.D. 
1100-1200. (Hitti, P. K., History of the Arabs), p. 204. 

Rivers. 
46Area of northern 'Iraq between the Tigris and Euphrates 

47Unidentified people. 

48Known also as "Christians of St. John," centered in southern 

49Unidentified people. 

50Tribe in 'Uman. 

51Unidentified people. 

52Unidentified learned man. 

53Unidentified learned man. 

54An Islamic traditionalist. 



"The Messenger of God (May God bless him and grant him salvation) 

said, 'Gabriel said to me, "Oh Muhammad, put on the ring of . 
carnelian. 11 Then said, "What is carnelian?" He said, "A mountain 

in al-Yaman which bears witness to God of His unity and to me of my 

apostleship, to you of your prophethood, to 'Ali of his commission, 

to his children of the imamate, and to their partisans (the Shi4 ah) 

of Paradise."I" In al-Yaman is a mine of onyx and it is of several 

kinds. All of these kinds are brought from the mine of carnelian. 

The most excellent of these kinds is bagarani, and the most costly 

of them is 'arwani, farwi, habash1 (Abyssinian), mu'assal (honey

colored), and mu'arrag (veined). 

Al-Asma'i said, "Four things fill the world which are only 

in al-Yaman: ~ (saffron-like plant), kundur (frankincense), 

~ (yellow wood, used as a dye), and 6usab (a vine).55 As for 

the veined (mu'atrag) of the onyx, containers are made from it 

because of its size and magnitude which has more value than other 

types. 

Al-Yaman has Yamani clothing (robes), ~Adani56 and Sa6 idi57 

clothing, and YamanT alum, which is water that comes forth from the 

summit of a mountain and flows down its side. Before reaching the 

55Cf. YaqUt, 5:448. 

56Clothing styles as worn in the port of 'Adan. 

57Clothing styles as worn in the Sa'id, or Upper Egypt. 
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ground, it congeals and becomes this white Yamani alum. They have 

~ (saffron-like plant) which is something that falls from the trees 

like manna (tarnjabin). They have trunk which is said to be of the 

wood of the gum acacia (~ghaylan). Among its buildings is the 

so-called Qashib. 

Introduction 

Al-Qazw'Tn'i--Athar Al-Bilad Wa-Akhbar Al- 'I bad 

(pp. 15-102; 126-127) 

This text is arranged alphabetically within a particular 

region of the world. 

Iram of the Many Pillars 

[It is] between San'a) and Hadramawt, built by Shaddad ibn . . . 
'Ad. 58 It is related that Shaddad ibn 'Ad was one of the tyrants. 

When he heard of paradise and what God promised his saints in it in 

the way of palaces of gold and silver and houses beneath which rivers 

run and rooms which are above rooms, he said: "I shall make in the 

land a city in the fashion of paradise." He then entrusted that to 

one hundred of his authorized representatives and under each 

authorized representative were one thousand assistants. Then he 

commanded them to seek the best plain in the land of Yaman. They 

chose that with the best soil, and he provided them with wealth and 

gave them a plan for the manner of its building and he wrote to his 

58Legendary sheikh of ancient tribe of South Arabia. 
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agents in the other countries to collect all the gold and silver and 

jewels in their countries. So they collected of it heaps like 

mountains. Then he ordered the making of bricks of gold and silver. 

He built the city with them, and ordered that its walls be coated with 

jewels of sapphires, pearls, chrysolite, onyx, and sapphire. He 

caused to flow to it a river from forty parasangs underground then 

emerging in the city. He caused that river to flow in canals in the 

lanes and streets and he ordered both banks of the river and the 

canals be coated with red gold, and made its pebbles of [different] 

kinds of red, yellow, and green jewels. He also planted trees of gold 

on the two banks of the river and the canals, and made their fruit of 

jewels and rubies. Then he made its walls very high, and built in it 

300,000 palaces, silver-plated with their interiors and exteriors with 

different kinds of jewels. 

Then he built for himself on the shore of that river a lofty 

palace towering over all those palaces. He placed its gate to open on 

a wide wadi and set upon it the two leaves of a gate of gold mounted 

with different kinds of rubies. He made the height of the houses and 

walls 300 cubits, and he made the soil of the city from musk and 

saffron, and the exteriors of the city 100,000 towers also of gold and 

silver for his army to dweil in. He continued in its bulding 500 

years. So God--May He be exhalted--sent to him the Prophet 

Hud 59_-upon him be peace. He called them to God--May He be exhalted. 

59The name of the earliest of the five Arabian prophets 
mentioned in the Qur'an (Wensinck and Pellat, 1954, 3:537). 



But he persisted in unbelief and tyranny. At that time, he had 

ruled 700 years. 50 Hud warned him of the punishment of God--May 

He be exhalted, and frightened him with the end of his reign. But 

he would not refrain from what he was doing. Thereupon those in 

charge of building the city appeared to him and told him of its 

completion. So he resolved to go out to it with his army. He 

went out with 300,000 men from the people of his family. He 

appointed as his successor Murthad ibn 5haddad, his son. He was 

the Murthad about whom is said: "Faithful to HGd--upon him be 

peace". So when Shaddad reached the vicinity of the city within a 

day's journey, there came a cry from heaven. He and his companions 

and all of the stewards and workers and laborers involved with the 

city died. No inhabitants remained in it, and God concealed it. 

No one entered it after that except one man in the days of 

Mu'awiyah,60 who is said to have been 'Abd Allah ibn Qilabah. 61 He 

mentioned in a long story, here summarized, that he went out from 

San'a) seeking camels that had strayed. The journey took him to a . 
city whose description is what we have mentioned. He took from it 

some musk, camphor, and rubies. Then he went directly to Syria and 

told Mu'awiyah about the city and sh~wed him the jewels he had 

taken, but they had altered with the length of time. Mui'awiyah 
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60Founder of the Umayyad Dynasty in Damascus. Ruled 661-680. 

61Cf. al-Tabari, 9:486. 



then summoned Ka6b al-Akhbar62 and asked him about that. He said: 

"This is Iram of the many pillars which God--May He be exhalted-

mentioned in his Book, and which 5haddad ibn 'Ad built. There is no 
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way to enter it and no one will enter it except a man whose 

description is such-and-such, and that description was the description 

of "Abd Allah ibn Qilabah". So Mu'awiyah said to him: liAs for you, 

Oh 'Abd Allah, you advised well, but there is no way to it." And he 

ordered him a reward. 

It was also re1ated that they knew about the tomb of 5haddad 

ibn '~d in Hadramawt. That was because they came upon an excavation. . . 
It was a house in a mountain hollowed one hundred cubits by forty 

cubits. And in its heart was a great throne of gold upon which was a 

man of large body. At his head was 0 tablet on which was written: 

Consider, 0 you de~eived by long life, 
I am 5haddad ibn 'Ad, Master of the lofty palace 
And the brother of power and courage and envied rule 
The people of the land--all without exception-
Yield to me from fear and my threats 
Then Hud came and we had been in error before Had 
He summoned us, if we would accept him, to rightly-guided 

instruction 
But we defied him and he summoned us (saying): "ls it 

unavoidable?" 
Then came to us a cry coming down from the far horizon 
Then we were roasted like crops in the middle of a desert 

harvest •••• 

And God is the guarantor of success to that which is correct. 

62Died 32/652 (Faris, 1938, p. 69). 
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Bakil 

It is a province in al-Yaman. 'Umarah said in his history: 

"In this province, there is a kind of tree for tribesmen fixed in the 

land for them. They economize with it and guard it from others like 

the balsam tree in the land of Egypt. It is not like that tree except 

that they take from it a poison with which kings kill." 63 He 

['Umarah] mentioned that most of the kings of the Banu Najah and their 

ministers kill with this poison. 64 

Jawf 

It is a wadi in the land of 'Ad. It has water, trees, green 

grass (herbage) and numerous resources. From it [Jawf] is ~imar ibn 

Muwayli'.65 He had sons who went hunting. A bolt of lightning hit 

them and killed them, everyone. Then ~imar became a strong 

disbeliever and said: "I shall not worship a lord who would do this 

to me!" And he called his people to unbelief. Whoever opposed him, 

he killed He used to kill whoever passed by of the people. Then fire 

from the lowest part of al-Jawf came near and burned him and those in 

it, and its water receded and the Arabs applied a proverb to him 

saying: 

Because of the calamity of injustice and oppression long ago 
Jawf has become empty and ~imar is gone. 

63Al-'Umarah, one of the learned men. 

64Unidentified quotation. 

65Tribesman from the remnant of the people of 'ad. 
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Hurath . 
It is an extensive land in al-Yaman with many gardens and much 

water, good weather and fresh water. Hurath is named for Dhu Hurath . . 
the ~imyari, whose name is Muthawwab. Hisham ibn Mu~ammad al-Kalbi66 

said: Dhu Hurath was from the people of the house of the king. He 
• 

enjoyed traveling the country, so he spent some of his time in the 

towns of al-Yaman. He invaded an aromatic land of many gardens. Then 

he ordered his companions to camp and said, "Oh People, this land has 

importance." When he saw its waters and its gardens and did not see a 

person in it, he penetrated deeply until he came to a great, clean 

spring in which he vanished and which three hills surround. At its 

drinking place there is a temple of stone idols, around which are 

hills of skins and bones of wild animals. 67 

Hadramawt . . 
It is a region in al-Yaman including two cities one of which 

is called Shibam and the other Tarim. It [the Hadramawt] is near the . .. 
sea east of'Adan. It is an ancient country. 

* * * 

In the Hadramawt is the well of Barahut. and it is that of . . 
which the Prophet--God bless him and grant him salvation--said: 

Verily in it are the spirits of unbelievers and hypocrites. It is a 

66Famous learned man of al-Kufah. (737-819-ca. 820). 

67Unidentified quotation. 



deep, ancient well in a waterless desert and a gloomy wadL Il And on 

the authority of IAli--May God be pleased with him--he [the Prophet] 

said: liThe most odious of places of Almighty God is the Wadi of 

Barahut in the Hadramawt in which is a well of whose water is black, . . 

89 

foul-smelling and in which hide out the spirits of unbelievers. 1I68 

Al-Asma'i 69 mentioned on the authority of a man of Hadramawt (Hadrami) . .. . , 

that he said: We find in the region of Barahut a very respulsive, 

evil smell. Then came the news to us that one of the powerful 

unbelievers had died. A man related that he spent a night in the Wadi 

of Barahut; III heard all night long 'Oh Dumah, Oh Dumahl.1I I 

mentioned that to a certain man of learning. He said in response, 

liThe king in charge of the spirits of unbelievers is named Dumah. 1I70 

In the ~a~ramawt is the water of effeminacy. Ibn al-Faqlh 71 

said; IIIn the ~a~ramawt the water is between it and Nubia. He who 

drinks it becomes effeminate. 1I72 

Dalan and Damuran 

These are two villages near Dhamar in the land of al-Yaman. 

They said that there is not in the land of al-Yaman a prettier face 

than of the women of these villages. They say also that the harlots 

68 - -Cf. Yaqut, 1:405. 

69Famous philologist. d. 828. 

70Unidentified quotation. 

71Al-Hamadhan'i. 

72Unidentified quotation. 



in them are many and people from far awa.Y places come to these towns 

for immorality. They further say that Dalan and Damuran were two 

brother kings. Each one built a village and named it by his name. 

90 

They were infatuated with women and competed in loveliness and beauty. 

Then the people brought from far areas for them women possessing 

beauty. Hence this beauty came to the people of the two villages. 

Were it not for that, beauty in the land of al-Yaman would be as fish 

on dry land. And God is the guarantor of success. 

Dhat al-Sha'bayn (Having Two Peoples) 

It is a province in al-Yaman. Mu~ammad ibn al-Sa}if73 said, 

"A man of Dtlu al-Kala' told me that a flood came in al-Yaman and tore 

up a place, revealing a vaulted chamber. In it was a throne upon 

which was a dead man and upon him was a gold embroidered jubbah. 

Between his two hands was a staff of gold on the top of which was a 

red ruby. And a tablet was there on which was written: 'In the name 

of God, the Lord of ~imyar. am Hasan ibn IAmr the chief. But there 

is no chief but God, I died at the time of Kharbid and Mahid in which 

12,000 chiefs perished. I was the last chief (of them). So I came to 

Dhat al-Sha'bayn to find sanctuary. But they shunned me.' They said, 

'Perhaps that was the time of the plague and those who died from the 

corruption of the air died.' So Hasan came to Dhat al-Sha'bayn . . 

because the air in it was healthier, due to its blowing from 

al-Sha"bayn. So what was safe from the plague was safe". 

730ne of the learned men. 
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Dhamar 

It is a city in the country of al-Yaman. Abu al-Rabi~ 

SUlayman al-Zanjani74 related: He is the witness of Dhamiar. 75 And he 

saw, at a day's journey from it, traces of an ancient building, of 

which there remained six marble columns. Over four of them were four 

columns, and beneath them was much flowing water. The people of that 

country mentioned to me that no one was able to plunge into those 

waters to those pillars. And that no one plunged in except that he 

disappeared. The people of that country are agreed that it is the 

throne of Bilqis. 

Saba) 

It was a city three days' journey from San'a). Saba) ibn 
• 

Yashjub ibn Ya'rab ibn Qahtan built it. It was a fortified city with .. 
many people, good weather (climate), fresh water, many trees with 

delicious fruits, and many kinds of animals. It is the one which 

God--May He be exhalted--has mentioneo: lilt is for Saba l in their 

dwelling a sign. [It has] two gardens on the south and north. Eat of 

your Lord's blessings and thank Him. A good town and the Lord is much 

forgiving." 76 There is not found in it flies, mosquitoes, nor any 

vermin such as snakes, scorpions, and their like. There was gathered 

74Unidentified informant of al-Qazwlni. Cf. M. Kowalski, p. 
83. 

75Unidentified ruler of Saba). 
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together in that place many waters of flash floods which would flow 

between two mountains and give out in the deserts. Between the two 

mountains is a distance of two parasangs. At the time of Bilqis, the 

queen, she built a dam between the two mountains with rock and pitch. 

A great amount of water was left behind the dam. She put in the dam 

drains--the highest, the middle, and the lowest (parts) to take from 

the water all that they needed. Then that which was below the dam 

became dry and its irt'igation continued. The people made it prosper 

and built and planted and cultivated the land. So it became the most 

beautiful of the countries of God--May He be exhalted--and most 

abundant of them in goodness. As God--May He be exhalted--said: "The 

two gardens are on the north and south".77 Its inhabitants are 

brothers and cousins of the Banu ~imyar and the Banu Kahlan. God--May 

He be exhalted--sent to them thirteen prophets, but they disbelieved 

them. Then God--May He be exhalted--inflicted large rats upon their 

dam [until it burstJ. 

* * * 

Saluq 

It is a city in the land of al-Yaman. Ibn al-Ha'ik 78 said: 

it was a great city and it has great extant remains in which are found 

them pieces of gold, silver, and jewelry.79 There were in it also 

77Qur l an 34: 15 (16). 

78Al-Hamdan'i. 

79Unidentified quotation. 



makers of webbed, sturdy coats of mail •••• In Saluq, there are 

hunting dogs. That is because the dogs interbreed with wolves and 

become saluqi dogs which are the most vicious of dogs •••• 

* * * 

Al-Shihr 
o 
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It is an area between 'Adan and 'Uman on the coast of the sea. 

Shihri ambergris is associated with it because it is found in its . 
coasts. In it are many thickets in which is found the nasnas 

[legendary half-man with half a head, face, and body and with one arm 

and one leg]. 

* * * 

It is a mountain in al-Yaman in which are towns and villages. 

Its inhabitants are called al-Shi'bihun. Al-Shanfara1 [poet of the 

Mu'al~])80 was killed in it. 

* * * 

Shamkh 

It is a village in the land of al-Yaman. Among its wonders is 

a crack piercing through to the other side [of the mountain]. He who 

is not a legitimate child cannot go through it. 

* * * 

80Lived sixth century, A.D. 



It is the capital city of the country of al-Yaman. Of the 

cities of al-Yaman, this has the finest buildings, the healthiest 

climate, the freshest water, the sweetest soil, and the fewest 

diseases. It was mentioned that when water is sprinkled in its 

houses, the smell of ambergris emanates from the houses. It has few 

plagues and illnesses and few flies and vermin. If a human being 

falls ill outside of it and is carried to it, he will recover. If 

camels fall ill, and are allowed to graze in its pasture-lands, they 

will recover. Meat remains in it a week without spoiling. 

San 6al ibn Azal ibn 'Anir ibn 'Abir ibn Shalih built it. It . . 
compares to Damascus in the multitude of its gardens, the abundance 

of its waters and the variety of its fruits. 

94 

MUQammad ibn A~mad al-HamadhanT said: The people of ~an'aJ in 

each year spend the winter twice and spend the summer twice. When the 

sun descends to the point of Aries, the heat becomes excessive to 

them. Then when the first part of Cancer descends from directly 

overhead, it will be winter. When the beginning of Libra descends, 

the heat returns to them a second time, and it is summer, and when it 

comes to Capricorn, they spend the winter a second time. However, 

their winter is close to the summer in the nature of the climate. 81 

iUmran ibn Abi al-~asan82 said: There is not in the land of al-Yaman 

81Cf. Al-Hamadhani, p. 34. 

820ne of the learned men. 
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a city larger than San'-a l
• It is a city on the equator. Since it is 

" 
moderate of climate, a person does not need to travel winter or 

summer. The hours of its day and of its night are near each other. 

Among the marvels of San'a) was Ghumdan which the Tubba' kings 
• 

built. It is said: Its builder is LTsharkh ibn Yabsub. Ibn al-Kalbi 

says: He made it with four facades: a red facade, a white facade, a 

yellow facade, and a green fa~ade. He built within it a palace of 

seven stories. Between each story is forty cubits. When the sun 

rises, its shadow is seen on water three miles distance. 83 He put on 

the top of it a majlis (audience chamber) built of colored marble. 84 

Then he made its ceiling one slab of marble. On each of its corners 

the statue of a lion was fashioned. When the wind blew one would hear 

from them the roar of a lion. When the lamps were lit in it at night, 

the rest of the palace was shining from its exterior as flashes of 

lightning. 

* * * 
It was related that it was said to 'Uthman ibn 'Affan--May God 

be pleased with him--when he ordered the destruction of Ghumdan: The 

soothsayers say that the destroyer of Ghumdan will be killed. Then 

they said to him: If you spend on it the revenue of the whole earth, 

it would not be restored as it was. So he abandoned it. When one of 

its pieces of wood was found, this was found written on it: "Be 

83Unidentified quotation. 

84The Yemeni pattern is to have a majlis (sitting room) on 
the top floor for entertaining. 
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secure Ghumdan! Your destroyer will be killed!" 'Uthman ibn 'Affan85 

razed it, and he was subsequently killed. 

* * * 
In San'i1 is the mountain of Shibb (alum). It is a mountain 

• 
on the top of which is water flowing on every side and which congeals 

into stone before it reaches to the ground. It is the white Yamani 

alum which is transported to the world. 

Among the wonders of San'i) is what has been mentioned that 
• 

there was in it a great dome of the skull of a man. And in San'a1 is . 
the kind of wheat with two grains in each ear. There is nothing like 

this in any other country. In it is ~, which is a plant with a pod 

like sesame. It is planted one year and remains twenty years. 

It was related that the governor-general of al-Yaman when he 

returned to Abyssinia, Abrahah ibn al-Sabbah86 built in San'a' a 
• e 

church than which the people had never seen anything finer. He named 

it al-Qullays and adorned it with gold, silver, and jewels. He then 

wrote to the Negus" "I have built for you a church of which none of 

the kings has the likes. I want to direct to it the pilgrimage of the 

Arabs." Then a certain one of the tribe of M~lik ibn Kananah87 heard 

that and came to it and defecated in it. Abrahah asked about him, and 

they replied: "He is one of the people of the Ka'bah to which the 

85Third Caliph (ruled 644-656). 

86(Ruled as viceroy, 537-ca. 570}. 

87Title of the ruler in Abyssinia. 
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Arabs make a pilgrimage. So he became angry and swore that he would 

indeed travel to the Ka'bah and tear it down. Then he came with his 

army and his elephant. But Almighty God sent upon them the ababi-l 

bfrds that pelted them with pellets of baked clay. They made them as 

stalks of grain eaten. 88 

In San'a) is the garden whose owners swore to leave in the . 
morning. It is about four parasangs from §an'a). This garden 

belonged to a virtuous man who used its fruit for his family and used 

to give alms to the wretched. When the man died, his friends refused 

to give anything to the wretched. They departed and agreed together 

in secret not to let the poor person enter it unto them that day. 

When they saw the garden, they said: "We have gone astray", meaning 

this is not the way to our garden. Then when they saw the garden 

being burned, they said: "Nay, we are sinners." Then that wadi was 

named al-Darwan, and is a cursed wadi whose stones resemble the fangs 

of dogs. No one is able to set foot in it nor grow anything nor is a 

bird able to fly over it. When anyone comes close to it, he turns 

away from it. It is said: The fire has been burning in it 300 years. 

* * * 
Zhafar 

It is a city near San loa) • 
• 

The residence of the kings of 

Himyar was in it .... 
• 

* * * 

88Qur'an 105:3. 
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Qal'at al-5haraf 

It is a fortified citadel in al-Yaman close to Zabid. The 

forcible collection of taxes is not possible because it is among 

mountains to which there is no connection except through a mountain 

pass only wide enough for one man and it is one day's journey and part 

of another. Beneath the pass is a forest in which 'Ali ibn al-Mahri 

al-Himyari, the ruler of Zabid, sought refuge in 550 A. H. And God is • 
the guaranteer of success. 

* * * 

It is a district between ~a~ramawt and ~an~a'. Only three 

villages named al-Darub still thrive in it. Each village is 

attributed to a tribe from al-Yaman. They plant crops in it with 

water which comes from the area of the dam. They irrigate their land 

with one watering and plant crops upon it three times each year. 

Between the planting of barley and its harvest in that place is about 

two months. There was in it the flood of the dam whose mention occurs 

in the 5urat 5aba'.89 

They mentioned that the waters of its mountains and many flash 

floods collect there. It has one exit. 50 the original inhabitants 

blocked the exit with a well-constructed dam. They also made the 

necessary spillways. The water collected over long periods of time, 

and it became a great lake behind the dam. Below it were buildings 

89Qur'an 34:15 (16) 
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and gardens and cultivated fields. God empowered the rat over the dam 

which it dug with its teeth and tore out with claws until the wadi 

which was below the lake was clogged toward thelake, and he opened 

that which adjoins the dam. Then the country was flooded until 

nothing remained except what was on the tops of the mountains. The 

gardens, orchards, landed estates, houses, and palaces vanished, and 

the flood carried sand which engulfed them, and it is like that today. 

As God Almighty has told. 90 God made them lessons, and tore them up 

each one who was torn. The mighty dam was built by the kings of Yaman 

with stone and pitch as a barrier between the flash floods and the 

landed estates. But a rat caused the dam to burst in order to be more 

apparent in the wonder. 

* * * 

Mudhaykh i rah 

It is a fortified citadel near 'Adan located on the summit of 

a mountain with no conceivable way to tax it since there is no pass to 

it except a single road, which is very difficult. In it is a large 

spring on the top of the mountain which irrigates a number of 

villages. Al-Istakhri says: . . liThe highest part of this mountain is 

about twenty parasangs." In it are cultivated fields and abundant 

water. Its plants are the wars. 91 

90Qur>an 34:15 (16) 

91Saffron-like plant which has pods like sesame and whose 
scientific name is Flemminga rhodocarpa. 
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It is a city between ~a~ramawt and 'Uman. It is the seaport 

of ~hafar, because ~hafar's anchorage is not good. Frankincense is 

transported from it to the rest of the world. It is revenue for the 

king. 

Miswar 

It is a province of al-Yaman in which are many villages and 

cultivated fields and wadis. Its marvelous pecularities is that hard 

wheat, barley, and sorghum remains in it for a long period without 

change. It is mentioned that they stored wheat and saw after thirty 

years that nothing had changed about it. 

* * * 

Maqra 

It is a village about one day's journey from San'a'. It 
• 

contains a mine of carnelian. The dark blue is the best kind of 

carnelian. Dealers in it relate that they found a piece about twenty 

manna. 92 It was broken and thrown in the sun at the time of intense 

heat. Then the oven was heated for it with camel dung, and they put 

it in something covering it from the touch of the fire (flame). The 

water starts flowing from it in a channel they make for it. Then they 

remove it and nothing remains of it except the gem and what was left 

had become ashes. 

92A manna is dry measure of approximately 1.85 lbs. Cf. p. 
58. 
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Mahrah 

It is a land in al-Yaman. Ibn al-Faqih says: It contains a 

tree from which water poured during the sacred months. Then the 

cisterns and water jugs are filled from it, and when the sacred months 

pass, the water ceases. The Mahriyah breed of camel comes from 

Mahrah. It is a very noble breed. 93 

Al-Layth says:94 "It is a land between al-Yaman and the 

mountains of Yabrin among the sites of 'Ad. When they were destroyed, 

God bequeathed their land to the jinn and no one of the people came 

close to it. The people of Sayr say: It was named for Wabar ibn Aram 

ibn Sam ibn NUQ--upon him be peace." It is between al-Shi~r and 

~an~al some 300 parasangs. 

Abmad ibn Mu~ammad al-Hamadhinl says: "Wabir is the best 

lands in regard to good and most fertile of them in regard to landed 

estates and most abundant in regard to trees, water, and fruit. 95 The 

tribes increased in it and their wealth became enormous, and they 

became vain and they did not know the actuality of the blessing of God 

upon them. Almighty God then changed their nature and made them 

nasnas. Each one of them has half a head, half a face, one eye, one 

93Cf. Al-Hamadhan1, p. 38. 

94A Yamani scholar. 

95Cf. Al-HamadhanT, p. 37. 
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hand, and one leg. They went out browsing in those thickets on the 

seashore as cattle browze. They [the nasnas] are in that which is 

between Wabar and the land of Shi~r and the borders of al-Yaman. They 

wreck agriculture, and the inhabitants of those areas hunt them with 

dogs, and chase them from their fields and gardens. 

* * * 

Warwar 

It is a well-fortified castle in the mountains of ~an~a'. He 

who rules it, his brain becomes unbalanced, and he lays claim to 

prophethood, the caliphate, or the sultanate. When ~Abd Allah ibn 

Hamzah al-Zaydi took possession of it, he laid claim to the imamate, 
• 
and the people of al-Yaman responded to him. He claimed that he was 

from the offspring of A~mad ibn al-~usayn ibn al-Qasim ibn Isma'il ibn 

al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn ibn 'Ali ibn Abi Talib. But the transmitters ., . 
of lineages say Ahmad did not follow. He was the possessor of 

~ 

linguistic skill and eloquence. He has writings in the law school of 

the Zaydites. 

* * * 

Al-Yaman 

It is an extensive land from 'Uman to Najran. It is named 

al-Khadra l (the Green) because of the abundance of its trees and its 

cultivated fields. They [the fields] are planted four times per year, 

and each crop is harvested in sixty days. Their trees bear twice per 

year. 
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Its inhabitants are the most tender-souled of people and the 

most knowledgeable of the truth. Almighty God named them lithe people" 

when He said: "Hasten onward from the place when the multitude 

hastens onward." 96 And he [Mu~ammadJ--May God bless him and grant him 

salvation--said: "When God said, I shall find the soul of the 

Merciful from the direction of al-Yaman." 97 He meant by it aid of the 

Aws and the Khazraj ."98 He said al so: liBel ief is Yamanl and wisdom 

is Yamani." 99 

Al-Asma 4f said: Four things fill the world and are only in 

al-Yaman: ~,100 frankincense, yellow wood,101 and carnelian. 102 

In al-Yaman is al-Ahqaf103 and it is now sand dunes between 'Adan and . 
Hadramawt. The places of 'Ad are the most prosperous land of God and .. 
most abundant of them in buildings, fields, and trees. Then when 

Almighty God inflicted the wind upon them, He covered it with sand. 

It is until now under those sand dunes. Almighty God made it as a 

warning to observers and a lesson to those who remain, as Almighty God 

96Qur 1 an 2: 199. 

97Qur1 an 2:199. 

98The Aws and Khazraj are originally Yamanite tribes. 

99Bukhar1, Sapio, 42: 557. 

100Saffron-like plant. Cf. p. 68 

101Plant used as dye. 

102Cf. Yaqut 5: 448. 

103Qur1 an 3: 46. 
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has said: "Have they not travel ed in the 1 and and seen the nature of 

the consequence for those who were before them? They were stronger 

than these in power, and they dug. the earth and built upon it more 

than these have built." 104 

In it also are two of the palaces of 'Ad. When Mu'awiyah sent 

'Abd al-Ra~man ibn al-~akam to al-Yaman as governor, he heard that on 

the coast of IAdan are two of the palaces of lAd, and that in its sea 

is a treasure. Desiring it, he went with one-hundred horsemen to the 

coast of 'Adan next to the two places. Then he saw that what was 

around them of land was salt marshes in which were traces of wells. 

Then he saw a palace built with stone and lime. On a certain one of 

its doors is a great white stone on which was written: [Ten verses of 

poetry are not translated.] 

He then proceeded to the other palace and between them are 

four parasangs. He saw around it ruins of gardens and orchards. He 

said: "We drew near to the palace, and saw it was made of stone and 

lime. The water of the sea had overcome it. We saw upon its door a 

great stone upon which was written (an inscription) [Seven verses of 

poetry not transl ated.] He sa id: We were amazed at 'that. Then we 

went on to the coast in which it had been mentioned there was a 

treasure. We ordered divers. They dived and brought out jars of 

brass. We did not doubt that it was money until many jars were 
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collected. We opened a certain one of them, and a shay tan came out 

from it and said: "Oh, Ibn Adam! Until when will you keep us 

imprisoned?" While we were amazed at that, we saw a great blackness 

approaching from an island near the coast. We were frightened. Then 

it dived into the water and came near to us. Behold, they were apes 

whose number only God knew; who had come together. That island was 

their place of refuge. In front of them was a great ape on whose neck 

was an iron tablet hanging by a chain. It came near to us and raised 

the tablet toward us. We took the tablet from his neck, and behold, 

in it was writing in Syriac. There was with us someone who was 

proficient in reading it. When he read it, it said: "In the name of 

the Almighty, Godis most great. This is a book of Sulayman ibn Dawud, 

Messenger of God for the apes who are in this island. 105 ordered 

them (the apes) to keep these shay tans. The prisoners in this region 

are in these brass jars. Thus I made them safe from all jinn and men. 

Whoever wants them or concerns himself with them, he will be absolved 

from me and I will be absolved from him in this world and the next." 

We wanted to take the tablet to Mu'awiyah to show it to him, but when 

we turned around, the apes all stood in front of us and surrounded us, 

and cried out. So we returned to them the tablet, which they took and 

they plunged into the water and returned to the island. 

105Solomon, son of David, is considered king of all 
magicians. 
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Among the wonders of al-Yaman is that which Ibn Fanjuwayh 

mentioned that in the land of ~Ad is a statue in the shape of a 

horseman. All the waters of that land are salty, but when the sacred 

months come, much fresh water flows from that statue and continues to 

flow until the end of the sacred months. Their water cisterns fill to 

the brim with that water which sufficed them for the entire year. 

In it [Al-Yaman] is the Mountain of Shibb (Alum). On top of 

this mountain water runs from every side and congeals into stone 

before it reaches the earth. White Yamani alum is from that. In it 

also is the Mountain of Shibam. Mu~ammad ibn Abmad ibn Is~aq 

al-Hamadhini says: ~It is a large mountain near ~an'il. Between the 

mountain and San~al is one day's journey. It is hard to climb, there 
• 

being only one way to it. Its top is wide and in it are many landed 

estates, cultivated fields, vineyards, and date palms. The road to it 

is in the royal residence. The mountain has one gate whose key is 

with the king. He who wants to descend to the plain asks permission 

of the king to permit him to open the gate. 106 Around those landed 

estates and vineyards are towering mountains with no roads to follow, 

and no one except God knows what lies behind them. The waters of this 

mountain pour out to a dam there. When the dam is filled with water, 

the dam is opened to let the water flow to ~an~al and its provinces. 

In it [al-Yaman] also is the mount of Kawkaban. It is near to 

~an'a), upon it are two palaces built with jewels which sparkle in the 

106Cf. Al-Hamadhani, p. 32. 
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night like two stars but there is no road to them. It is said: 

"Truly, they are among the buildings of the jinn." 

In al-Yaman is the river of al-Yaman. The author of Tubfat 

al-Ghara)ib107 says: "In the land of al-Yaman is a river which flows 

from the east to the west at the rising of the sun and at its setting 

flows from the west to the east." 

In [al-Yaman] is al-'als, a kind of wheat with two grains of 

it in a husk, found only in al-Yaman, and it is the food of the people 

of San'a-1 
• . 

In al-Yaman is ~, a plant with pods like sesame. They 

mentioned that it is planted one year and remains twenty years. 

In [al-YamanJ are bananas, which resemble grapes except they 

are sweet and greasy. Its tree bears only once. 

In [al-YamanJ is a kind of pear. Whoever eats one of them 

will be divorced ten times, and if he eats two, he will be divorced 

twenty times, and if he eats three, he will be divorced thirty times. 

From it honey is made. If a person who has colic licks some of it, he 

will be opened immediately. 

Swords are exported from al-Yaman, the likes of which are not 

found in any other land. Yamani collyrium is also exported from it. 

Its apes are the most vicious of apes, but are quickest to accept 

teaching. 

!07Anonymous treatise possibly com~osed by Ibn al-Athir 
al-Jazari~ The quotation is found in 'Aj~ ib al-makhlufat of 
al-Qazwlni. Cf. M. Kowalski, p. 84. 
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* * * 
It was related on the authority of al-Shafi' i

l08 that he said: 

"l entered a town of the country of al-Yaman and I saw in it a human 

being who from the waist down had the body of a woman, and from the 

waist up had two separate bodies with four hands, two heads, and two 

faces. They exchanged blows at times and made peace at other times. 

They both ate and drank. Then I was absent from them for two years 

and when I returned, I asked about her, and was told, IGod does 

rightl. May God console you concerning the one of the two bodies. It 

died, and it was tied off at the bottom with rope until it dried up, 

then it was cut off. The other body you can see coming and going in 

the market." l09 

* * * 

The Island of Suqutra . 
It is a large island opposite to 'Adan, in which there are 

cities and towns. Aloe and dragon1s blood are exported from it. As 

for aloe, it is the resin of a tree not found except in this island. 

Aristotle,110 the secretary of Alexander,lll was entrusted with the 

command of this island because of this aloe, which has many uses 

especially as aperients (iyarajat). Alexander, consequently, sent a 

l08Founder of a school of Islamic law. 

l09Unidentified quotation. 

llOFamous Greek philosopher and learned man, 384-22 B.C. 

lllFamous military conqueror, 356-332 B.C. 
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group of Greeks to this island and conquered all those who were in it 

from India and settled it. When Alexander died, and Christ appeared-

Upon Him be peace--they became Christians and have remained Christians 

until this time. They are descendants of the Greek sages. There is 

not in the world, by God, a more knowledgeable people than the 

descendants of the Greeks. Others preserve their lineages and no one 

else is introduced among them. The length of this island is about 

eighty parasangs. 112 In it are 10,000 Christian fighters. 

Khatt .. 
It is a village in al-Yaman called Khatt or Hajar [Hagar, .. 

mother of Isma~ilJ. Khatt lances are attributed to it. They are the .. 
best kinds in lightness, hardness, and craftsmanship. They are 

transported to it from the country of India. The manufacturers there 

make them the best crafted. 

'Adan 

It is a well-known city on the coast of the Indian Ocean of 

the region of al-Yaman. It was named for 'Adan ibn Sunin ibn 

Ibrahfm--Upon him be peace. There is no water nor pasturage in it, 

the people drinking from a spring a day's journey away. 'Adan was 

empty space in the middle of a mountain on the shore of the sea. The 

empty space encircles the mountain on all sides, but an iron gate was 

cut in the mountain which became a way to the hinterland. 

112See p. 65. 
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It is a port for the ships of India and a town of merchants 

and profitable businesses of India. For this reason, the people 

convene in it, and to it the goods of India, Sind, China, Abyssinia, 

Fars, and 'Iraq are brought. Al-Istakhr1 says: "In 'Adan there is 

pearl diving. 113 

In it is the Mountain of Fire (jabal al-nar) which is a 

mountain with a very red color in the middle of the sea. They say: 

lilt is the mountain from which fire comes out, which is one of the 

signs of the Day of Judgment. The inhabitants of 'Adan claim that 

they are among the descendants of Harun (Aaron)--Upon Him be peace. 

They are ship pilots. 

In 'Adan is the abandoned well Almighty God mentioned in the 

Qur)an. 114 And among the ~adith about it is that the people of 

Sali~--Upon him be peace--after his death, dispersed in Palestine .. 115 

Part of them reached ·Adan. When the rain was withheld from them, 

they became thirsty and used to carry water from a distant land. Then 

God gave them a well. They were pleased with it and built upon it 

pillars to the number of the tribes. There was for each tribe in it a 

leather bucket. They had a just king ruling them. When he died, they 

mourned over him and the Shay tan made an idol for him in the shape of 

that king. And he spoke to the people from the interior of the idol: 

1132Cf. Al-IstakhrT, p. 25 • •• 
114Qur'an 22: 45(46). 

115Qur)an 26: 58. 
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"My lord had clothed me in the robe of divinity, and now I do not eat 

nor drink, and I shall inform you of hidden things. So worship me, 

and truly I will bring you near to your lord in servitude!" Then the 

idol used to order them and forbid them and all of them bent down to 

worship the idol. Their prophet said to them: "If you do not stop 

worshipping the idol, the water of your well will seep away!" They 

killed him, and they began to find not a drop of water in the well. 

They then proceeded to the idol and the ~an did not talk to them 

when he saw the descent of the angels of punishment. A cry came to 

them and they were destroyed. Then Almighty God has related about 

them and about their idols: "How many a township have We destroyed 

while it was sinful, so that it lies (to this day) in ruins, and (how 

many) a deserted well and lofty tower!"116 This is in the ~a9ramawt, 

and it has been mentioned before. It is said that Sulayman ibn 

Dawud--Upon him be peace--imprisoned the devils shackled in this well 

and it is their jail. 

Naj ran 

It is among the provinces of al-Yaman in the direction of 

Makkah. Najran ibn Zaydan ibn Saba) ibn Yushjab built it. Mubammad-

May God bless him and grant him salvation--said: The villages 

safeguarded are four: Makkah, al-Madinah, Iliya,117 and Najran. And 

116Qur)an 22: 45 (46). 

117Jerusalem. 
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there has not been a night except has descended upon Najran 70,000 

angels who greet the martyrs of Najran. 118 Then they will not return 

to it ever again. In it was the Ka'bah of Najran. 'Abd al-Madan ibn 

al-Riyyan al-~arithi built it to resemble the Ka'bah. And he made it 

magnificent and called it the Ka'bah of Najran. There were in it 

resident bishops. They were those who came to the Messenger of 

God--May God bless him and grant him salvation--to curse each other. 

Hisham ibn al-Kalbi says: IIIt was a dome of leather of (made 

out of) 300 skins. Whenever a fearful person came to it, he was safe; 

or the seeker of a need had his need provided; or the one who asked 

for help was helped. And the dome was on a river which produced a 

revenue of 10,000 dlna~ completely filling the dome. 118 

Introduction 

Al-'Umar1 h Masalik Al-Absar Fi Hamalik Al-Amsar 
(pp. 43-65) 

••• Al-Yaman is an extensive region of ancient account. 

Al-Bakri 120 mentioned that its width is sixteen days' journey. Its 

length is twenty days' journey. A day's journey is six parasangs. 121 

[Al-Yaman] is the seat of government of the Tubba' king of ~imyar. In 

it was Saba) (Shebah). In Saba l was Bilqls [the Queen of Sheba] and 

118Qur)an 85:4-7. 

119Reference not extant. 

120Cf. al-QalqashandT, fn. 146, p. 118 

1210ne parasang is three miles. 
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her throne which is mentioned in the Qur ' an.122 Its borders are to 

the north, the place known as Tal~ah al-Malik,123 to the west Hawakun, 

to the east Hadramawt, and to the south 'Adan. [Al-Yaman] includes a . . 
number of towns and citadels and strong fortresses. However, the land 

separates its cities. Its land varies, highlands and coastal plains. 

The highlands have a cool climate and good habitation, and the coastal 

plains are very hot. The royal capital in it is Ta'izz and Zabld. 

Ta'izz in the highlands is built on a lofty mountain and Zabid of the 

coastal plains is built in lowlands. 

Rule is divided in al-Yaman. Some of it is in the hands of 

the Sharifs obedient to the Zaydi imam, obeying only their establ ished 

imams one after another. The capital of his kingdom is San'al
• Some 

• 
of al-Yaman is in the hands of Kurds rebellious to the kings of 

al-Yaman. Still other sections are in the hands of Arabs who do not 

recognize any authority. This discussion about it is general; now let 

us discuss it in detail. 

Those Areas in the Possession of the Rasulids 

As fo,' the majority of al-Yaman, it is under the control of 

Ta'izz and Zabid. Both of their rulers are what is indicated when it 

is said lithe ruler of al-Yaman". What I shall mention of its 

conditions was related to me in a sentence by Abu Ja~far A~mad ibn 

122Qur)an 27:23. 

12JA wadi in al-Yaman. 
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Muhammad al-Muqaddas1, known as Ibn Ghanim. 124 It is from the Kitab . 
al-insa l

• He was in Cairo and Damascus,125 then entered al-Yaman and 

served there as its ruler at that time, al-Mu'ayyid Dawud ibn 'Umar126 

--May God have mercy upon him in writing al-Insa}, for which he is 

noted, and Abu Muhammad 'Abd al-Baqi ibn 'Abd al-Majid al-Yamani, the . 
secretary.127 Now all of what I mention about them is as follows: 

The ruler of al-Yaman spends the summer in Ta'izz and the 

winter in Zab1d. Ta~izz is a city of much water, cool weather and 

abundant fruit: grapes, pomegranates, quinces, apples, peaches,128 

mulberries, bananas and green and yellow watermelons. 

There is found in [al-YamanJ many other kinds of fruits, 

although in lesser amounts. As for bananas and lemons and citrons and 

that which is similar to them, they are extremely abundant. There 

also exists in al-Yaman many aromatic plants and flowers except 

violets and water lilies. Its inhabitants may need to wear furs at 

times. 

As for Zab1d, it has intense heat and neither its water nor 

its climate is cold. It has more extensive area and more buildings 

and it has a river flowing on its outskirts. 

124The famous al-Muqaddas1 or al-Maqdis1. 

125Unidentified reference. 

126Ruled as King--696-761. 

1270ne of the learned men. 

128And/or plums. 
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As for the residences of the king in these two cities, they 

are the ultimate in majesty with panels of marble and painted 

ceilings. The intimate friends of the king in it are the eunuchs. 

Tiley are his special, personal favorites. He devotes most of his time 

to his pleasure and enjoyment in his palaces with his slave girls and 

his female singers. He has lords and officials of state and in his 

affairs he follows the example of the ruler of Egypt. 129 He would 

listen to news of him and try to imitate him in his methods in the 

customs of his state although it was not connected with this purpose, 

nor that flag wave over him because of the brevity of his country in 

extent and the small number of his soldiers •••• 

The ruler of this kingdom has fine gardens and parks which he 

frequents at times and stays to walk about in them. This king does 

not stay in his travels except in one of the well-built palaces of his 

well-known stopping places of his country. When he stops in a 

campsite, he finds in it a well-built palace in which he stays. 

In al-Yaman are found superior Arabian horses 130 and mules of 

two kinds; saddler mules for riding and Ethiopian mules for pack 

animals. In al-Yaman are also camels and donkeys and other kinds of 

beasts in the way of cattle and sheep, and birds such as geese, 

chickens, pigeons, and others. 

129Cf. Al-Qalqashandi, 5:35. 

130Ibid., 5:16. 
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A1-Yaman is a comfortable country with many grains, the least 

of which are wheat and barley, and the most are rice, sorghum, and 

sesame. Also in a1-Yaman is much honey and several kinds of balsam 

trees. Its fuels include sa1bat, which is sesame oil. Neither olive 

oil nor olives are found there unless imported from Syria. All of 

a1-Yaman has much rain and clouds do not depart from it. The rain 

falls from noon until the end of the day. This is generally the time 

of its rain. 

A1-Yaman has flowing rivers, wide meadows, and thick trees in 

some places. 

It has a tax in accordance with wealth. Most of its wealth is 

from the waves of merchants arriving from India, Egypt, and Abyssinia 

together with wealth from the revenue of the country. 

As for authority in al-Yaman, it applies to one who is not an 

amir. The true authority by which flags are raised and for which 

drums are beat belongs to few. Perhaps the number of amirs there does 

not exceed ten. In a1-Yaman there are lords and high officials in the 

way of the na)~ (deputy),131 the wazir,132 the chamber1ain,133 the 

confidential secretary,134 the secretary of the army, and [the head 

of] the bureau of the treasury. 

131Ibid., 14:19-20. 

132Ibid., 5:448, called wizarah (ministry). 

133Ibid., 4:16-17. 

134Ibid., 4:28 and 5:44. 
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In [al-Yaman] are the posts of reciter and police chief which, 

as we previously mentioned,135 resembles the Egyptian situation. 

In al-Yaman is tAdan, which is among the largest harbors in 

it. It is about third after Ta-izz and Zab1d in reputation. It has 

the stronghold of al-Samran (sic) famous for great invincibility and 

which has a citadel.136 It is the treasury of the wealth of the kings 

of this region. 137 

* * * 

The kings of al-Yaman still seek to attract from Egypt and 

Syria groups of master craftsmen, which are few in number in al-Yaman. 

There is liot in al-Yaman continuous, sufficient markets. Rather when 

it is Friday, imported goods are brought to the market and the master 

craftsmen and merchants bring out their goods according to their kinds 

and markets are ~et up on that day. There is selling and buying and 

he who lacks something at noon on Friday can hardly find it except 

edibles. Then it is always like other towns (countries), the prepared 

foods for sale in the markets are few, rather he who wants something 

must make it for himself. 

As for the clothing of their king, and the common soldier, 

there is the Islamic agibiyah (outer garment) with narrow sleeves 

135Ibid., 4:19 and 5:449. 

136Ibid., 5:11. 

137Ibid., 5:11. 
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tight on the forearm and belts. 138 On their heads are takhfifa~. On 

their feet are the dalakisat, which are slippers of satin brocade, 

tabbi cloth, and other materials •••• 

* * * 

Al-Hakim Salah al-Din Muh.ammad ibn al-Burhan said: The name . .. 
of al-Yaman is old. Its country is not considered among the fertile 

countries. Most of its revenue is from what is taken from the 

merchants and traders by land and sea. The kingdom of the Banu Rasul 

(Rasulids) is the sea coasts and that adjacent to it. Because of 

this, their kingdom is greater in wealth than the kingdom of the Zaydi 

Sharifs in ~an'a) and whaE goes with it as will be ~entioned in its 

place. 

[Al-Burhan] said: The emblem of this sultan is a red rose on 

a white field. 139 I [al-'Umar1] said: I saw myself the Yamani banner 

and it had been raised on Mt. 'Arafat in the year 738 [A. H.] It is 

white and contains many red roses. He said: However, wealth was 

collected from them because of the smallness of expenditure for basic 

needs and expenditures that go out in the capacity of living expenses 

and duties, and because India assists them with its ships and 

transports to them its goods. I asked him about what fruits were in 

[al-YamanJ. He mentioned that, for the most part, it is what is found 

in Egypt except he described at length the quinces in it. He also 

138Ibid., 5:34. 

139Cf. Ibn Battutah, 1:202. .. . 
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said: "Wheat is found, but it is expensive and meats are inexpensive. 

Sugar and soap are manufactured there, but not as in Egypt or Syria." 

[Al-BurhanJ said: liThe people of al-Yaman have rules (saydahs), which 

are preserved among them and sa'adahs noted by them, the major ones of 

which are fortunate to have a comfortable life and ease and diversity 

in food. There is cooked in the house of a certain man among them a 

number of dishes, in which he puts sugar and galub (tender herbs) and 

scents the containers with perfumes and incense. The man has a 

retinue of servants and Abyssinians. In his house is a goodly number 

of slave girls. At his door is a group of servants, slaves, and 

eunuchs of Indians and Abyssinians. They have splendid residences and 

elegant structures even of marble and painted in gold and lapiz 

lazuli, for he is one of the favorites of the sultan with whom none of 

the subjects or the notables share in it, rather their houses are 

covered with stucco and that which accords with it. 140 

He said: "Their sultan has a garden known as al-Na'iyat. He 

climbs up to it and stays in it for several days for amusement. It 

contains a royal dome and a sultanic hall, covering both of which 

inside and out is colored marble. And in the two are rare pillars 

among which water flows from fountains filling the eye with beauty and 

the ear with joy by the purity of its babbling and flowing. Windows 

of both look out on trees that have been brought from every place 

collected from the fruits of Syria and India. An observer cannot stop 

140Cf. Al-Qalqashandi, 5:7. 
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at a garden more entirely beautiful than it, nor more perfect of form 

or concept. The east wind shakes the swords of its breeze as if there 

were in al-Yaman the remnants of Saba2 • 

* * * 

As for San'a?, it is the residence of their king. ••• It was . . 

the seat of the government of al-Yaman in ancient times. All of its 

seasons correspond to the equinox in regard to pleasant weather and 

the multitude of the fruits. Rain and hail fall in it, but hardly 

extinguishes live coals. It [~an'a)J is similar in al-Yaman to 

Ba~alabakk in Syria for its beautiful perfection and its perfect 

beauty. 

* * * 

The distinguished sage Salah al-Din Muhammad ibn al-Burhan 
,,~ . 

told me that al-Yaman is divided into two parts: coastal plains and 

mountains. The coastal plains belong to the Biinu Rasiil and all of the 

mountains or most of them are in the hands of the sharifs. 141 The 

latter provide less income than the coasts because of the aid of the 

sea to them and the connection of its communication to it and the 

interruption of aid from the latter country is due to the cutting of 

its routes from all sides. 

141I.e., the zaydi imams. 
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Abu Ja'far ibn Ghanim told me that this land of the sharifs 

connects with the country of al-Sarah142 to al-Ta'if, and to Makkah 

the Magnified, and that al-Sarah is the way that he followed on his 

return to al-Yaman. He said: "Al-Sarah are very high mountains 

having artesian springs and waters flowing to adjoining villages. One 

is side by side with another but one has no connection with another 

because each one has its inhabitants who turn their command over to 

their eminent men and the rule of a king does not contain them nor 

does the authority of the sultan unite them. No village among them 

lacks trees and vines having fruits, most of which are grapes and 

almonds. It also has cultivated fields most of which are in barley. 

Its inhabitants have cattle that are enclosed by pens and contained by 

fences. 

He says: "Its peopl e are peopl e of integrity and generos ity 

and hold fast to the Shari~ah and stand on it and cling stubbornly to 

their religion. All who pass by them stay with them, and they receive 

hospitality during the time of their stay until he leaves them." He 

says, "When they slaughter for their guest a sheep, they offer to him 

all of its head, feet, stomach, liver, and heart. He eats what he can 

and takes with him what he can. He s,ays: Not one of the people of 

his country, leaves his village except with a companion whom he 

requests to accompany him to protect him, otherwise they are not safe 

because of the enmity among them and discord between them." 

142Mountain on the border between Tihamah and the plateau. 
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Now we shall return to the completion of the discussion 

concerning the kingdom of the sharifs. We shall say (but God is the 

guarantor of success) it includes a number of impregnable fortresses 

and a country of fertile, productive soil. The tribes of Arabs and 

confederations and Kurds are in obedience to these sharifs. The emirs 

of Makkah have a complete inclination toward them because of their. 

kinship to them and because they follow their rite. [The Zaydis are 

Shafi'i. The Sharifs of Makkah were appointed by the Ayyubids or 

Namluks of Egypt to serve in al-Yaman.J The imam in this country 

firmly believes in himself and his followers firmly believe in him 

that he is an infalliable imam requiring obedience. The community is 

knitted together with him and in their opinion all the kings of the 

land and sultans of the regions are required to obey and follow him, 

even the 'Abbasid caliphs, and that all who died among them died 

rebellious in neglecting to follow and pay him homage. They claim and 

it is claimed for them that fortune will turn from the nations in 

their favor, and he will rule it with the utmost care that swords will 

not attack nor ranks subdue. 

* * * 

Al-Qalqashandi--Subh al-a'sha {f sina (. at al-anshci) 
(Vol. 5: pp. 6-17; 37-43) 

The First Section: Al-Yaman 

He [Ibn al-AthirJ said in al-Lubab: and it [Al-yamanJ is part 

of the Arabian Peninsula. It is bounded on the west by the Ba~r 
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al-Qulzum [Red Sea]; on the south by the Indian Ocean; on the north by 

the Persian Sea [Persian Gulf]; on the east by the borders of Makkah 

where the site known as Tal~ah al-Malik is, that is on the road from 

there to the Persian Gulf. 

And the Sunnah exists of his [Mu~ammad's] esteem in his 

statement (God bless him and grant him salvation) [when] he said: 

Belief is Yamani. 143 

There is disagreement concerning the reason for its being 

named al-Yaman. 

It is said: It was named for Yaman ibn Qa~~an. And it is 

related: Qahtin [Joktan] himself used to call it Yaman. And it is , « 

related: It was named for Yaman ibn Qaydar. And it is said: It was 

named because of their going south to it. 144 Ibn'Abbas said the 

people were arrayed and they were Arabs who went south to al-Yaman. 

So it was named for that. And it is said: The Banu Yaq~an went 

south to it, and thus it was named for that. And it has been said: 

When the people became numerous in Makkah, they dispersed from it 

(Makkah), and the Banu Yaman went to Yaman and it is the southernmost 

land. 

And it is a vast region which is of ancient repute in which 

were the people of Saba' [Sheba]. Their information is specified in 

143Bukhari, Sa~i~ 42: 557. 

144It is the southernmost part of the peninsula. 
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the Surat Sabl145 and the throne of Bilqis is mentioned in the Surat 

al-Naml. 146 

And al-BakrT mentioned that its width is sixteen days' 

journey, and its length is twenty days' journey.147 

He [al-'Umar'iJ said in Masalik al-Abiar: It is of ancient 

repute, and has much rain, but clouds do not go from it. The rain 

falls--in most cases--from noon until the ends of the day.148 

Al-Hakim Safah al-Di"n Muhammad ibn al-Burhan said: Most of 
• • to , 

its rain is from the last days of spring until the middle of summer. 

And it inclines to heat and in it are flowing rivers and extensive 

meadows and dense foliage trees in some of its places. It has a good 

return from the wealth, and most of its wealth is the duties of the 

traders arriving from India, Egypt, and Abyssinia together with wealth 

from the interior of the country.149 It was mentioned on the 

authority of the same al-HakTm Salah al-DTn, that for the people of . .. 
Yaman, the notables among them are preserved. Notables are well 

regarded by them, for its eminent people are endowed with luxuries and 

ease of life and variety in the food. A great number of dishes are 

cooked in the house of a man among them, and sugar and tender herbs 

145Qur'an 34:15. 

146Qur)an 27:23. 

147Cf. al-'Umarl, p. 43. 

148Ibid., p. 48 

149Location unknown. 
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are put in them and its containers are made pleasant with perfumes and 

incenses and each of them has retinues of slaves. And in his houses 

are a goodly number of slave girls. And at his door is a group of 

servants, slaves, and eunuchs of Indians and Abyssinians. They have 

great dwellings and elegant structures even of marble and covered with 

gold and lapiz lazuli. If he is among the special ones of the sultan, 

no one else of his subjects shares the house with him. Moreover, the 

houses of their notables are plastered with stucco and the like. 

However, Ibn al-Burhan detracted from Yaman in the course of his 

discussion when he said: The name of Yaman is bigger than it. Its 

lands are not counted among fertile lands. 150 

And it was related in Masalik al-Absar that there is not in 

al-Yaman sufficient permanent sugs. Rather, a su~ is set up on 

Friday: livestock is brought to it, and the owners of wares and 

merchandise bring out their handicrafts and their merchandise. Then 

those who sell, sell, and those who buy, buy. He who is in need of 

something at noon on Friday, can scarcely find it except food. 151 

Al-Yaman is divided into two parts: 

150Reference unidentified. 

151Cf. Al-1Umari, pp. 51-2. 
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FIRST PART: THE COASTAL PLAINS 

They are the low areas of the country. He [al-'Umar1] said in 

Masalik al-Absar that it is a cold climate, pleasant of habitation, 

and has four parts. 152 

First Part: Seats of Government and Cities. 

Al-'umar'i said in Masi:ilik al-Abs'ar: It includes many towns and 

citadels, and strong fortresses, but the land separates some of them 

from others. And in it are two seats of government. 153 

The First Seat of Government: Ta'izz. 

It is the summer residence of the ruler of al-Yaman. Abu 

al-Fida)said: Its location is in the first of the seven regions, and 

the measurement is the longitude is 65' 30', and the latitude is 13' 

40'. He said: And it is in our time the seat [residence] of the 

kings of Yaman [meaning the BinTI RasQl, or RaiDlids], coming in our 

discussion of its kings. Then he said: It is a fortress in the 

mountains overlooking the coastal plains and the lands of Zabid. And 

on top of it is a park called Mahallah. The ruler of Yaman trans

ported to it waters of the mountains which are above it. Built on it 

152Ibid., p. 45 

153Ibid. 
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are great edifices of extreme beauty located in the middle of a garden 

there. 154 

Al-Dhahah1 said in al-Rawdah al-Mi'tar: It is still a 

fortress of the kings. He said: It is a town of much water, cold 

weather, and much fruit. He further said: Their sultan has a garden 

known as al-Yana'at. In it is a royal dome and royal seat, whose 

furnishing and coverings are of multi-colored marble, and in it is an 

unusual pillar with water running in it from jets which fill the eye 

with beauty and the ear with delight, by the clearness of abundant 

water and the sound of its splashing. Its windows look out on trees 

which have been transplanted from every place, collected from the 

fruit trees of Syria and India. The observer does not stop at a 

garden better assembled than it, nor more beautiful, nor of a more 

perfect form or concept. 155 

The Second Seat of Government: Zabld 

It is the winter residence of the ruler of al-Yaman among the 

Banu Rasul [Rasulids]. Abu al-Fida) said in Tagwim al-Buldan: It 

is a city of the coastal plains of al-Yaman. 156 Al-Dhahab1 said in 

al-'Ibar: Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, Ibn 'Ubayd Allah ibn Ziyad ibn Abihi . 
built it in the caliphate of al-Ma)mun. 157 Its location is in the 

154Cf. Abu al-Fida), p. 91. 

155Al-'Umari, p. 52. 

156Cf. Abu al-Fida', p. 89 

157Ruled A. D. 813-833. 
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beginning of the first of the seven regions. It is said in al-Atwal 

that the longitude is 64° 20', and the latitude is 14°, 10'. It was 

said in al-'Ibar: 158 It is a walled city in which was the residence 

of the Banu Ziyad [Ziyadids], kings of al-Yaman, who are those who 

built it. Then the Banu al-SulayhT took possession over it. It . . 
subsequently became the seat of government of the Banu Rasul. It is 

the capital of the coastal plains and is built on level ground. From 

the sea it is less than a day's journey. Its water is from wells, it 

has many date palms, and it is surrounded by a wall with eight gates. 

Al-Birunf said: It is the seaport of Yaman, and in it is the meeting 

place of traders from the ~ijaz, Egypt, and Abyssinia. From it are 

exported goods of India and China. 159 Al-Muhallab1160 said: It has a 

seacoast known as Ghalafiqah. Between Zabid and the coast is fifteen 

miles. He [al-'Umari] said in Masalik al-Absar: It has intense heat. 

and neither its water nor weather are cold. It is an extensive area 

and is most numerous of buildings. It has a river flowing on its 

outskirts. The houses of the sultan have a large amount in the 

covering of marble stories. 161 

In al-Yaman also are a number of cities other than the 

c6pitals previously mentioned. 

158Reference not extant. 

159Cf. Al-BirunT, p. 12. 

1600ne of the geographers of the Fa~imid state. 

161Cf. Al-'Umari, pp. 46-7. 
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Abu al-Fida'said in Tagwim al-Buldan: It is outside, to the 

south, of the first of the seven regions. It is said in al-Atwal: 

The longitude is 67°, and the latitude is 19°.162 The author said in 

al-Rawgah al-Mi'tar: The first one who settled in it was 'Adan ibn 

Saba). It became known by him.163 Abu al-Fida l said in Tagwlm al

~ldan: And it is called 'Adan Abyan. Yagut said in al-Mustarik on 

the authority of Sibawayh that 'Adan ibn Saba) is a man of ~imyar to 

whom 'Adan is attributed. He [Al-Dhahabi] said in al-'Ibar: He is 

Abyan ibn Zuhayr ibn al-Ghawth ibn Aymun ibn al-Mamaysa' ibn 

~imyar.l64 

Al-Azhar1 mentioned that the reason of its name is that the 

Abyssinians crossed to it in their boats, and went out from it. So 

they called it 'Adunah meaning "We 1 eft. II Then it was named 'Adan for 

that. And it is said to be taken from their statement 'Adan [Eden] 

meaning the place in which he stayed. It is on a coast having 

unloading and departure of ships.165 Al-'Umari said in Masalik 

al-Ab~ar: It is the greatest anchorage in Yaman, and almost third 

after Ta'izz and ZabTd which have been mentioned. In it is a strong, 

fortified citadel and it is a treasury of the wealth of the kings of 

162Cf. Abu Al-Fida), p. 92. 

163Al-Dhahabl ' s work is not available. 

164Cf. Abu al-Fida', p. 93. 

165Cf. Al-Azhari, 2: 378. 
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Yaman. But there is no agriculture or stock-raising. 166 It is the 

seaport of Yaman, and the stopping place for the journeys of 

merchants. It has remained a town of commerce from the time of the 

Tubba' kings 167 until now. Here ships arrive coming from the ~ijaz, 

Sind, Hind, China and Abyssinia. The inhabitants of each region 

collect there that which their region requires of goods. Salah al-Dln . . 
ibn al-Hak1m168 said: One week does not go by without a number of • 
ships and merchants arriving there, as well as various kinds of goods 

and various transactions, and the setting up in it of abundant profits 

and lucrative trade. The arrival of ships and their departure has 

well-known seasons. If one wanted to take a trip on a ship to some 

direction, there was established in 'Adan a sign especially for it. 

It would be made known to the merchants about its voyage and the 

people hear about it from each other. They then remain there for many 

days in that manner. There is interest in the departure, and the 

merchants hurry to transport their goods. Around them are slaves with 

private goods and useful arms. The markets are set up upon the shore 

of the sea, and the people of Adan come out to observe there. 

He [Al-DhahabiJ said in al-~Ibar: Surrounding it from the 

direction of north far off is a mountain turning toward the sea that 

is dissected from its two sides with two passes as two doors. Between 

166Cf. Al'-UmarT, p. 50. 

167Ruled 4th-7th centuries A.D. 

1680ne of the learned men. 
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them on the ridge of the mountain is a journey of four days. There is 

not for its people an entrance nor an exit except over these two 

passes or by sea. 169 And its rule was by the Banu Ma~nin ibn Za)idah. 

Then by the Banu Ziyad, the masters of Zab1d. Then Abmad ibn 

al-Mukarram al-SulayhT took the rule from them. The rule was devoted . ~ 

exclusively in it to the Banu al-Zuray' among them. And it remaineG 

in their hands until Turanshilh ibn Ayyub reigned over them. He was 

the first of the kings of Yaman of the Ayyubids. And from the 

Ayyubids, power was transferred to the Banu Rasul [Rasulids], kings of 

Yamane 

And it was mentioned in ~1asalik al-Absar on the authority of 

al-~akim ~ara~ al-Dln ibn al-Burhan that he stayed in it for a time 

and he said: The stay in it requires an outlay in expenditure because 

of the high prices in it for food and drinks. And the resident in it 

needs what cools himself off repeatedly during the day in the time of 

the intensity of the heat. He said: But they aren't concerned with 

the great number of expenses, nor the misfortune of the resident 

because of the great amount of growing wealth. 

Dhafar 

[Abu al-Fida'] said in Tagwlm' al-Buldan: It is on the coastal 

plains of Yaman, and it is from the beginning of the first of the 

169Location unidentified. 
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seven regions. [Al-BiruniJ said in al-Qanun that the longitude is 67' 

and the latitude is 13' 30 1
• 170 

Al-SulayhT said: It is a great city which Malik ibn Abrahah . . 
Dhu al-Manar built. 171 It is mentioned in allIbar that it was the 

house of the rule of Tubba', and ADmad the Shipmaster (al-Nakhudhah) 

destroyed it the year 619 A. H. because it did not have an anchorage. 

He built it on the shore of the city of Dhufur and he named it 

al-Ahmadiyyah. 172 . 
[Abu al-Fida)] said in Tagwim al-Buldan: It is a city on the 

shore of a bay which goes out from the southern sea and projects into 

the land northward about 100 miles. And the city of Dhafar is at the 

end of it. The ships only leave from Dhafar in this bay with wind 

from the land, and they set sail from it in the afore-mentioned bay to 

India. He said: It is the capital of the country of al-Shi~r. Many 

of the plants of India like the coconut palm and bettle-nut are found 

in its land. And north of Dhafar are the sands of Al-A~qaf in which 

the people of 'Ad were [located], as mentioned in the QurJ an. 173 And 

between it and ~an'al is 24 parasangs. And he further said: And 

according to some of them it has gardens which are irrigated with well 

170Abu al-Fida', p. 92. 

171Fatimid governor in al-Yaman in the eleventh century A.D • . 
172Location unknown. 

173Qur)an 46: 21. 
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water drawn by camels. 174 [Al-'Umari] said in Masalik al-Ab2ar: It 

[Dhafar] in our time is in the hands of the Banu of al-Wathiq, cousin 

of the ruler of al-Yaman. He said: Even though we give the title of 

king to them, they are his deputies. He mentioned that the goods of 

it are transported in skiffs until they go out from its bay. Then 

they load the goods on the ships.175 [Al-Dhahabf] said in al-'Ibar: 

It was the residence of the kings in the beginning of two dynasties. 

Haly . 
[Abu al-Fida)] said in Taqwim al-Buldan: It is a town in 

Yaman which is located in the first region. It is said in al-Atwal 

that the longitude is 66°, and the latitude is 13° 30 1
•
176 AbU 

al-Fida) said in Taqwim al-Buldan: It is on the borders of al-Yaman 

in the direction of the Hijaz and is named for Haly ibn Ya'qub. 177 . . 
Al-Mahjam 

[Abu al-Fida1
] said in TagwTm al-Buldan: It is a city of the 

coastal plains of Yaman which is located in the first region. It was 

said in al-Atwal that the longitude is 64°, and the latitude is 16°. 

He continued: It is among the most splendid cities of Yaman. It is 

from ZabTd three days [journey], and is east and north of Zabid, and 

174Cf. Abu-Fida), p. 93. 

175Cf. Al-'Umari, p. 49. 

176Cf. Abu al-Fida' , p. 92. 

177Ibid., p. 93. 
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from San'a) about six days' journey. Al-Idrisi said: And from 'Adan . 
is about six days [journey].178 

Hisn al-Dimlawah . 
[Abu al-Fida)] said in Tagwim al-Buldan: It is one of the 

fortresses of Yaman located in the first of the seven regions. AbU 

al-'Aqul said: The longitude is 64° 40' and the latitude is 14·. Abu 

al-Fida J further said: It is a fortress in the north of the mountain 

chain extending from the south to the north. It is the 

treasury of the ruler of Yaman. 179 Proverbs have been recited about 

its aloofness and impregnability. 

Al-Sharjah180 

[Abu al-Fida)] said in Tagwim al-Buldan: It is a port on the 

seacoast, which is located in the first of the seven regions. 

[Al-BTrun1] said in al-Qanun that the longitude is 65°, and the 

latitude is 17·, 30 minutes. 181 Abu al-Fida l said in TagwTm al

Buldan: It is small and its houses are hovels. 182 

178Ibid., p. 89. 

179Ibid., p. 90. 

180Not the seaport by that name on the Persian Gulf. 

181Ibid. 

182Ibid., p. 91. 
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Jublah 

Abu al-Fida) said in Tagwim al-Buldan: It is a city between 

San'a) and 'Adan located in the first region. He said that in . 
reference to the account of Abu al-'Aqul the longitude is 65°, and the 

latitude is 13°, 10 minutes. It is located on two rivers, and is 

therefore called the city of two rivers. A certain one who is 

reliable said: And between it and Ta'izz is less than a day's 

journey. It is east from Ta'izz and scarcely a mile to the north. 183 

Al-Janad 

Ibn al-Athir said in al-Lubab: It is a city north of Ta'izz 

about one-half day's journey. It is locat2d in the first of seven 

regions. The author of al-Atw'al said: The longitude is 65°, and the 

latitude is 14° 30'. It is from San'a' about 45 parasangs, and 

from Dhafar about 24 parasangs.184 And the sharif al-Idri'si said: It 

is between Dhamar and ZabTd, and is a splendid town in which is a 

congregational mosque that is attributed to Mu'adh ibn Jabal the 

Companion [of the Prophet Mu~ammadJ--May God be pleased with him. 185 

Nearby to al-Janad is Wad'f Sahul. From it one travels in deserts to a 

mountain whose length is 21 parasangs. Then the wadi travels in a 

desert and sands to the city of Zabid. Al-Janad is a filthy town of 

utmost unhealthiness. Its people are Shi'ites. 

183Ibid. 

184Cf. Ibn al-Athir, 3:417-8. 

185Cf. Abu al-Fida), p. 91. 
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Sirrayn 

Ibn al-Athir said in al-Lubab: It is a town some 19 parasangs 

from Haly to the north. It is located at the extremity of the first . 
region. 186 It is said in al-Atwal: The longitude is 66° 40', and the 

latitude is 20°. And al-Muhallabi187 said: It is a city on the shore 

of the sea (seashore) about 40 days journey from Nakkah. Al-Idrisi 

said: It is near the village of Yalamlam; a meeting place of the 

people of Yaman for those who put on the ihram for pilgrimage. 188 

Abu Al-Fida-" said in Tagwim al-Buldah: It is a small town on 

the coast of the bay of Dhafar previously mentioned. He said: It is 

outside of the first of the seven regions to the south or part of the 

first region. The author said in al-Atwal: The longitude is 72°, and 

the latitude is 12°. Ibn Sa id said: It is east and south of Dhafir. 

Al-IdrTsi said [in NuzQat al-Mushtag]: The tomb of Hud (Upon him be 

peace) is five days' journey from it. He said: in the mountains of 

Mirbat grows trees of frankincense and from them supplies go to other 

countri es .189 

186Cf. Ibn al-Athir, 3:417-8. 

187Geographer of Fatimid Egypt. , 

188Cf. Abu al-Fida), p. 99. 

189Ibid. 



137 

The Land of Mahrah 

I explained the account accordingly in my book called Nihayat 

al-arab fi ma'rifat qaba'il al-'Arab the derivation of r~ahr is one of 

the tribes of Yamane The location of the land of Mahrah is in the 

first region. 190 It is said in al-Atwal: Its end is the longitude is 

75°, and the latitude 16°. Abii al-Fida) said in TagwTm al-Buldan; 

There is not in it date palms or agriculture, rather, the wealth of 

its people is camels. He said: Their languages are outlandish. They 

can hardly be understood. From Mahrah are the preferred hybrid 

camels. Frankincense is transported from it to distant lands. 191 

Al-Shihr 
• 

Yaqut al-~amawi said, "It is a small town,,,192 and did not add 

to that. It appears that it has a zone ascribed to it. Shi~ri 

ambergris comes from it according to what has been stated earlier in 

the discussion and description of the writer's needs in the First 

Art icl e. 193 

190Cf. Al-Qalqashandi, p. 428. 

191Abu al-Fida), p. 101. 

192Yaqut, 3: 327. 

193Ibid. 



The Second Section 

(Yaman's animals, grains, fruits, and aromatic 
plants and its businesses and prices) 

138 

shall mention a brief sentence from that which [al-~Umari] 

has mentioned in Masalik al-ab~ar on the authority of Abu Ja'far Abmad 

ibn Muhammad al-MuqaddasT, known as ibn Ghan1m, the writer' of the . 
treatise about it, and Abu Muhammad ·Abd al-BaqT ibn 'Abd al-Maj1d . 
al-Yamani', the secretary. 

As for its animals, in Yaman among the animals are outstanding 

Arab horses, mules good for riding and portage, donkeys, camels, 

cattle, sheep. and goats. And among the birds are chickens, geese, 

and pigeons. Among the wild animals in al-Yaman are the giraffe, the 

lion, the gazelles, monkeys, and others. 

And as for its grains, it has wheat, barley, sorghum, rice, 

and sesame. The major food is sorghum and the lesser are wheat and 

barl ey. 

As for its fruits, in it are grapes and pomegranates, quinces, 

apples, peaches, mulberries, bananas, lemons, citron, and other kinds 

of fruit in lesser amounts. And in it is watermelon--both green and 

yellow. 194 Ibn al-Burhan195 said: [And] Most of 'Ihat is said in 

Egypt of fruits is found in al-Yaman except that he [ibn al-Burhan] 

went to greatest length in describing the quince in al-Yaman. As for 

194Cf. Al-'Umari, p. 48. 

1950ne of the learned men. 
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wheat is high, and meat prices are low. 196 

The Third Section 

(Routes Connecting to al-Yaman) 

139 

It has two routes: One route by land, and one route by sea. 

As for its land route, the route from Egypt to Makkah is well known. 

Abu al-Fida' said in Tagwim al-Buldan: From Makkah to 'Adan is about 

a month's journey. He said: And it has two routes; one of them is on 

the seacoast and it is the longer, and the second is by Naj ran, and 

Jurash, and Sa 6dah and San 'ii), and it is the shorter. .. . 
As for the sea route, it is from Cairo to Suez three days' 

journey by land. Then one can travel by sea to Zabid and 'Adan. Per

haps the travelers may take a side trip from Suez to Tur [Mt. SinaiJ. 

Then the route is longer by land, and shorter by sea. And perhaps the 

traveler comes to Qu~ on the Nile River or by land. Then from Qu~ to 

~Aydhah to al-Qusayr. Then he travels by sea to ZabTd or' Adan.1 97 . 

SECOND PART: THE HIGHLANDS OF AL-YAMAN 

They are those which are elevated, and in th'.!m is the 

residence of the Zaydi Imams now. Al-'UmarT said in Masalik al-Ab~ar: 

196Reference not available. 

197Cf. Abu al-Fida', p. 83. 
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And they are strong of heat, and included in them is a part of Yaman 

even though it was in the hands of the Banu Rasul [Rasulids], it is 

the part of greatest abundance. 198 This part is in four sections. 

[Only the first two are translated.] 

Section One: The Regions, Cities, and Towns of al-Yaman 

Al-'Umari said in Masalik al-Absar: Al-HakTm Salah al-DTn ibn . ~ ~ 

al-Burhan told me that the Yaman is divided into two parts: seacoasts 

and mountains, and that all of the seacoasts are ruled by the Rasulids 

and all of the mountains, or most of them, are ruled by the SharTfs. 

He said: They are less accessible than the seacoast because of the 

extensions of the sea to the latter, and connection of the routes from 

it, and the blockage of the extension from this country for the 

cutting off of its route from all sides. He said: Abu Ja'far ibn 

GhanTm told me that the towns of these Sharlfs adjoin the towns of 

al-Sarah. 199 He said: They are towering mountains having artesian 

wells and waters flowing to adjoining villages side by side to each 

other. One is not dependent upon the other, rather, for everyone, 

the inhabitants of each deliver their command to their chief. The 

rule of a king does not embrace them nor does the rule of a sultan 

gather them together. The village has fruit trees and vines--most of 

198Cf. Al-'Umari, p. 45. 

199The mountain range which runs to Ta'if and Makkah the 
exhalted. 
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which are grapes and almonds. They have crops--most of which is 

barley. And its people have cattle which lack pens, but fences 

constrain them. 

Al-'Umari said: Its people are a people of integrity and 

charity and adhere to the Shari'ah and support it. 200 They cling 

stubbornly to their relig'ion, and they receive hospitably everyone who 

passes by. They take in hospitably a guest for the period of time of 

his stay until he leaves them. And if they slaughter a sheep for 

their guest, they offer him all its meat, its head, feet, liver, heart 

and stomach. He eats and carries with him what he can carry. Not one 

of them travels from one village to another except with a companion 

which he asks to accompany him for protection because of the 

occurrence of hostility between villages.' It includes a number of 

fortresses and fertile country towns. 

Its capital is the city of ~an~a). [Abu al-Fida)] said in 

Tagwim al-Buldan: It is a city of the highlands of Yaman, and located 

at the beginning of the first of the seven regions. The author said 

in al-Atwal: The longitude is 67°, and the latitude is 14° 30 1
•
201 

It is said in al-Rawdah al-Mi'tar: Its name first was Uwal. When the 

Abyssinians appeared in San a and looked at its building, they said: 

"This is .an~ah"; and its meaning in their language is Ilfortified." 

So it was named San'a) from that time. He said: Its nisbah is . 
200Ibid., p. 54-5. 

201Cf. Abu al-Fida), p. 93. 
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San~ani, following no analogy. It is said it is the first city built 

in al-Yaman, but there is disagreement. It is said that Sam ibn 

Nuh 202_-upon him be peace--built it. He requested a place moderate of . 
heat and coolness. He did not find that except in the place of 

San'a). So he built this city there. It is also said that 'Ad built 
• 
it. 

[Abu al-Fida)] said in TagwTm al-Buldan: It is among the 

greatest of cities of al-Yaman, in which are su~s and many shops. It 

has similarity to Damascus because of its abundance of water and 

trees. Its weather is moderate, and the hours of winter and summer 

are about equal to each other. 

vertical pole has no shadow. 

In the longest day in the year, a 

He said in another passage: It [San~a>J . 
resembles Ba~labakk in Syria because of the perfection of beauty and 

abundance of water and trees. Its weather is moderate, and the hours 

of winter and summer are about equal to each other. In the longest 

day in the year, a vertical pole has no shadow. He said in another 

passage: It [~an'a>] resembles Ba'labakk in Syria because of the 

perfection of beauty and abundance of the fruits. Rain and hail fall 

on it. It was the seat of the kings of al-Yaman in ancient times, and 

is said to have been the residence of the rule of Tubba'. It is said 

in al-Rawdah an-Mi'tar: It is on a small river coming to it from the 

mountain to the north. 203 The river then empties into the Indian 

202Shem, son of Noah. 

203Cf. Abu al-Fida), p. 95. 
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Ocean. Its buildings are adjoining. There is not in the towns of 

al-Yaman one with older buildings nor a wider circumference. Abu 

al-Fida) said in Tagwim al-Buldan: It was the seat of the kingdom of 

al-Yaman in ancient times. He said: And in it is a great hill known 

as Ghumdan. It was a castle in which its kings lived. It is said in 

al-Raw9ah al-Mi'tar: It (Ghumdan) is one of the seven houses which 

were built based upon the name of the seven planets. Al-Dahhak built 

it in the name of the Planet Venus, and nations made pilgrimage to it. 

Then 'Uthman--May God be pleased with him--destroyed it and it became 

a great ruin. Abu al-Fida·) said in Tagwim al-Buldan: It is northeast 

of~Adan in the mountains with a number of towns and fortresses in its 

districts. 204 

Kahlan 

It is a citadel of a district of San'E> to which it is near • . 
Ibn Sa'id said: There was in it the first part of the fourth century 

(A. H.) the Banu Ya fur among the remnants of the Tubba~ kings. He 

said: But the town had no dynastic time until the Banu Sulayhi205 . . 
lived in it. The Zaydis 206 conquered it. Then the Sulaymanis [ruled] 

after the Banu ~ulay~i.207 

204Ibid. 

205Ruled 1047-1138. 

206Ruled 1138-1174. 

207Ruled 1214-1229. 



144 

Najran 

Al-Azhar1 said: It was named for Najran ibn Zayd ibn Sabi 

ibn Yashjub ibn Ya'rub ibn Qahtan. It is one of the towns of the . 
tribe of Hamdan. It is located in the first region. 208 [The author] 

said in al-Atwal: The longitude is 67°, and the latitude is 19°. 

[Abu al-Fida'] said in Tagwim al-Buldan: It is a small town in which 

there are date palms, between 'Adan and the ~a~ramawt, in the 

mountains among villages, cities, buildings, and waters. It is 

included in the sectors of al-Yaman; and in it leather is made. It is 

northeast of ~an'a) .209 In it are trees, and between it and ~an4a) is 

ten days' journey. From it [Najran] to Makkah is twenty days' 

[journey] in a level route. The ruler of al-Kimam made it an area 

detached from al-Yaman. 

Sa'dah . 
Abu al-Fida quoting the author of al-Atwal said: Its nisbah 

is Sa'idi, without analogy. [Al-Biruni] said in al-Qanun: It is 

named Ghayl also. It is a town some sixty parasangs from ~an'a) 

located in the first of the seven regions. It is related in al-Atwal: 

The longitude is 67° 20', and the latitude is 16°. It is said in al

'Az1zi: It is a fertile, inhabited, prosperous city, and in it are 

208Cf. Al-Azhari, 2:378. 

209Cf. Abu al-Fida), p. 95. 
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sandals. 210 

Khaywan 

145 

Abu al-Fida> said in Tagwim al-buldan: It is a region well 

known in al-Yaman located in the first region. The author related in 

al-Atwal: The longitude is 67° 21', and the latitude is 15° 20'. Abu 

al-Fida' said in Tagw1m al-buldan: It is a country containing 

villages, cultivated fields, and water, and which made prosperous by 

its people, who are of several kinds from the various tribes of Yamane 

Al-Muhallabi said: It is the limit of the stopping places of the Banu 

al-Dahhak of the Ya'fur from the remnants of the Tubba' Abyssinian 

[kings]. Its waters are from the sky.211 Al-IdrTsf said: Between it 

[Khaywan] and Sa dah is sixteen parasangs. Al-Muhallabi said: 

Between them [the two places] is 24 miles. 212 

Jurash 

Abu al-Fid[' said in TagwTm al-buldan: It is a town in 

al-Yaman located in the first of the seven regions. It is said in 

al-Atwal: The longitude is 66° 50', and the latitude is 17°. It is a 

town in which are date palms and is included in the regions of 

al-Yaman. Much leather is made in it. It is mentioned in al-'AzTzf 

210Ibid. 

211The water supply is from rain instead of irrigation water. 

212Ibid. 
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that it is an agreeable town around which are innumerable acacia trees 

and in it are many tanneries. Al-Idrisi said: It and the city of 

Najran are similar in extent and buildings. They have cultivated 

fields and landed estates and between [the two of] them is six days' 

journey.213 

Abu al-Fida)mentioned that he saw it recorded in the 

authenticated badiths, and further stated: It is a city some three 

days' journey from §an~a located in the first of the seven regions. 

It is said in al-Atwal: The longitude is 68°, and the latitude is 

14°. Abu al-Fida) continued in Tagwim al-buldan: It is at the end of 

the mountains of the Hadramawt, and is said about it that it is called . , 
the city of Saba'). It was named that by its builder and in it was the 

dam. Abu al-Fida' concluded by saying that it was the seat of 

government of the Tubba~ [kings], and is today a rUin. 214 

The Hadramawt 
• • 

Abu al-Fida' quoted the following authors in this section as 

follows. It is one of the regions of al-Yaman whose districts are 

extensive, having trees, date p~lms. and cultivated fields. Al-AzharT 

said: It was named ~a~ramawt for Hadir ibn Sunan ibn Ibrahim who was 

213Ibid. 

214Ibid. 



the first one who stayed there. The author of al-'Ibar said: The 

country, ~a~ramawt, belonged to 'Ad along with Babrayn and ~Uman. 

Then BanTI Ya'rub ibn Qahtan conquered it from them when he made his 
r~ 
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sons governors and granted this land to his son, ~a~ramawt. Then it 

became known for him. And the nisbah to it is ~adraml. Its seat of 

government is the city of Shioam. Ibn al-Athir made a mistake in 

al-Lubab when he made Shibam a tribe and not a town. Abu al-Fida) 

said in Tagwim al-buldan: It [Hadramawt] is outside of the first of 
~ . 

the seven regions--to the south. It is said in al-Atwal: The 

longitude is 71', and the latitude is 12° 30'. The Hadramawt is a . . 
citadel on top of an impregnable mountain in which are villages and 

many cultivated fields. Al-Muhallabi said in al-'Azlzi: And in it 

are many inhabitants, and in it also is a mine of carnelian and onyx. 

Between it and ~an'a) is 21 parasangs, and is said to be an eleven-day 

journey, and between it and Dhamar is a one-day journey.215 

THIRD PART: CONCERNING THE"ROUTES CONNECTED TO THIS KINGDOM 

It was previously mentioned that the route from Egypt to 

Makkah is well known. Ibn-Khuradadhbih said: Then from Makkah it 

goes to Bi)r ibn al-Murtafi' and on to Qarn al-Manazil, which is a 

large village. 216 Also, it is a meeting place of the people of 

215Ibid. 

216Cf. Ibn Khuradadhbid, p. 134. 
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al-Yaman for the ~ajj from which [villageJ they enter into the state 

of ihram [put on the ihramJ. Then [onJ to al-Futuq which is a large 

village, then on to Saqr; then to Turabah, which is a large village. 

Thence to Kudayya, which has in it date palms and springs. Then on to 

Ranyah, which has date palms and spring in it also. Then on to 

Tabalah, which is a large city in which are flowing springs. Then to 

Jasada), in which is a well but no inhabitants. Then on to Kashah, 

which is a large village containing springs and a garrison. Now to 

Bishatu Yaq~an, which has in it surface water and vinyards and a 

garrison three miles away. Now on to al-Mahjarah, which is a large 

village in which are springs. And that which is between Surum Rab and 

al-Mahrajah is a Talbah al-Malik, a large tree. And there is a border 

between the district of Makkah the Exhalted and the district of 

al-Yaman. Then from it to 'Ariqah, which has little water but no 

inhabitants. Then to Sa'dah, previously mentioned. Then on to 
• 

al-A'mashiyah, which has in it a small spring but no inhabitants. 

Then to Kaywan, previously mentioned. Then to Athafat in which are 

cultivated fields and vineyards and springs. Finally, on to the city 

of ~an'a), which is the capital of this kingdom according to what was 

previously mentioned. 

Conclusion 

I have attempted to make accurate translations of the texts 

used. The methodology involved is to be as close to the essential 



meaning of the text as possible while keeping in mind the necessity 

for correct expression. 

These translations have their own characteristics and each 

text passage has been approached in a different way. 

The information was analyzed and the major themes are 

enumerated in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER V 

ANALYSIS OF MAJOR THEMES 

The major themes in the translations will be enumerated by 

topic in this chapter. 

Major Themes in the Translations 

This chapter proposes to analyze the major themes of the 

translations and compare the types of information available to the 

reader. 

The City of ~an'a} 

The most extensive and detailed description of San'a) is the . 
one by Ibn Rustah. His account is the only one translated into 

English. As with other Arabic geographers, his textual material 

includes the related subjects to the urban pattern such as the envi

ronmental elements present in and around the city and its hinterland. 

His detailed description of the plants and some of their varieties is 

quite valuable given the date of his text (tenth century). He has 

some fascinating facts that he reports, such as that the weight of 

well water in §an'a) is less than the water of the Tigris River (Ibn 

Rustah, 1894, p. 111). Another interesting area that Ibn Rustah 

reports on is the type of money present and its value relative to 
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currency within and without al-Yaman (Sarjeant and Lewcock: 1983, 

pp. 126-128). 

Al-Hamdani" s account could have been more except that his 

text is very difficult and a very advanced knowledge of Medieval 

Arabic is necessary to gain full advantage of his description. 

Al-HamdanT traces the history of the name of ~an'a") and refers the 

reader to his other famous work, Kitab al-iklil (al-Hawa11, 1963), 

for a historical account of San'a' in pre-Islamic days (Al-Hamdani, 

1968, p. 50). 
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Ibn ~awqal's account focuses upon the evenness of climate, 

even though he is mistaken about it being on the equator. This, of 

course, is a remarkably good locational thesis given the state of 

scientific astronomical knowledge at that time (Ibn ~awqal, 1967, pp. 

36-37). 

Ibn ~awqal also comments upon the presence of leprosy 

positing that it is due to the weakness of the sun there and its 

insignificance to their bodily health. He also mentions--in 

passing--about the imposing ruin of Ghumdan, the famous fortress of 

~an'a)'s Pre-Islamic period (Ibid.). 

A l-HamaJha,ii gi ves some account of the name of ~an 'ii> and 

quotes Surat Saba' (34: 14 [15J about San'ii'.5 (Al-Hamadhanl, 1967, . 
p. 34). He also talks about the evenness of the climate year around 

and the summer monsoon which has similarity to those in several other 

areas of the world. 



Al-Qazw'ini, quoting his extensive sources, gives an 

excellent description in the sense of how his thirteenth-century 

society viewed the area. He discusses what Ibn al-KalbT, a learned 

man of al-Yaman, said about Ghumdan in its glory (Al-QazwinT, 1960, 

p. 51). Interestingly enough, al-Qazwini traces the history of the 

Abyssinian expedition to attack Makkah in A.D. 570, the year 

Mu~ammad the Prophet was born (Ibid., p. 52). This account is in 

good Islamic tradition. 

Al-'Umari briefly discusses ~an'a) in the context of its 

being a capital city for many centuries and notes that San a in 

al-Yaman is similar to Ba'labakk (Balbek) in Syria--now Lebanon-

for its IIbeautiful perfection and perfection of beautyll (Al-'UmarT, 

1974, p. 64). 

Al-QalqashandT has an extensive account of ~an'a) and shows 

the trend toward compilation of original sources prevalent in his 

day (late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries). He quotes 

al-'Umar1 and Abu al-Fida) extensively and includes numerous other 

authors in his description of ?an'a' and al-Yaman. 

Spatial and Commercial Interaction 

Trade Routes. Relating to the merchants and markets is a 

discussion by al-Qalqashandi about the trade route connecting 

al-Yaman with Egypt through Makkah by land and sea. 

Al-QalqashandT says that there are two routes: one by 

land, and one by sea. As for the land route, the route from Egypt 

to Makkah is well known. He then quotes Abu al-Fida) in TagwTm 
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al-buldan discussing the fact that from Makkah to 'Adan is about a 

month's journey and it is possible to go either along the coastal 

plains or there is a longer route which goes through present-day Saudi 

Arabia and the Tihamah of al-Yaman. The shorter land route is through 

the highlands of Saudi Arabia and al-Yaman and passes through Najrin, 

Sa~dah, San'a>, and Ta'izz, and approaches ~Adan from the north. The . . 
route through the highlands is shorter and likely was used in spring, 

summer, and fall, or during the warm seasons of the year, and the 

coastal route was used in winter when cooler weather ruled the 

highlands and it was milder in the Tihamah. Again quoting Abu 

al-Fida), al-Qalqashand1 relates that the sea route is from Cairo to 

Suez on land, then by sea to Zabld or 'Adan. It takes three day's 

journey from Cairo to Suez, and more than a month from Suez to Zabid 

or 'Adan (Al-QalqashandT, 1983, p. 17). 

Another combination land-sea-route is possible as 

al-Qalqashandi relates that perhaps the travelers may take a side trip 

from Suez to Tur (Mt. Sinai). Then the route is longer by land and 

shorter by sea. Another possibility is for one to travel from Qu~ on 

the Nile River overland to al-Qusayr on the Red Sea, and then on to 

Zabid or 'Adan (Ibid.). Here, al-Qalqashandi is giving alternative 

routes or the government officials who might need to travel to 

al-Yaman on business or the wandering scholars who traveled 

throughout the Islamic World seeking knowledge. As with al-'Umari, 

al-QalqashandTwas an official of the MamlITk government and wrote 

this work, Subb al-a'sha fi sina'at al-ansha), for use in the 
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government. Many of the other geographers who wrote about other 

lands were government officials who were interested in the practical 

use of their texts as guide-books for the potential traveler. The 

texts of Ibn Khurrdadhbih, al-Ya 6qubT, Qudamah ibn Ja'far, and others 

could be used for this basic purpose. In the case of Qudamah ibn 

Ja 6far, his text was also for taxing purposes by the government of 

his day. 

Merchants and Markets. Five of the geographers discuss 

markets and merchants in interesting ways. Each one gives an account 

of different aspects of this topic. 

Ibn Rustah relates about money and the six-sided dirhams and 

the fils. He narrates that the ruler minted the dirham, and raised it 

from sixty to one-hundred in a dinar and the ~~ are twenty-four in a 

dirham. Each dirham equals the weight of one-sixth of a dirham. Here 

the author is talking about what the value of the dirham was in 

al-Yaman in relation to other currencies in circulation in other 

Islamic countries (Ibn Rustah, 1894, pp. 112-113). This is important 

because the currency and its relation to other denominations within 

the region and other areas is unique in these descriptions. 

Al-HamdanT describes the sug on the Farasan Islands and a 

particular island called Zayla~ off the northwest coast of al-Yaman 

near the Saudi Arabian city of Jizan. It is a meeting place for 

merchants of al-Yaman and other nearby parts of the Arabian Peninsula 

and Abyssinia. This sug is for goats brought from Abyssinia. 

Al-Hamdani likely only described a small part of the total picture of 



trade and commerce in these islands. There is a paucity of 

information about commerce in this area of the Red Sea north of the 

straits of the Bab al-Mandab at the southwestern tip of the Arabian 

Peninsula (Al-Hamdani, 1968, p. 51). 
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Besides the suq for goats, it is likely to have had sugs for 

all trade goods in the area and a meeting place for merchants coming 

and going from Africa, Southwest Asia, and most particularly from 

Jiddah and 'Adan on the sea lands. Al-Hamdanl, like other 

geographers, gives a picture of unusual or different markets and does 

not feel that the usual or normal markets for food, clothing, and 

other goods--such as handicrafts and minerals--are worthy of mention 

because his contemporaries would not be interested in his account of 

things everyone experienced in daily life. 

Al-Qazwlni relates about the village of Khatt and its fame as ... 
maker of lances, and Adan and its importance as a port (Al-QazwlnT, 

1960, p. 91). 

As was previously stated above, al-Qazwini describes unusual 

manufacturing products that the learned men of the time would think 

interesting. 

Al-QazwTni emphasizes the importance of 'Adan as an 

international port for an extended time period. He gives a good 

description giving the occasion of the naming of 'Adan and its 

critical importance as a port for the ships of India and a town of 

merchants and profitable businesses of India. It is very clear is 

numerous geographical and historical descriptions that 'Adan was and 



is a meeting place for merchants from India, China, Abyssinia, East 

Africa, Persia, 'Iraq, and other areas of the world (Ibid., pp. 

101-102). 

Al-'UmarT describes the temporary sugs in al-Yaman--most 

particularly in the present capital, San'a' (Al-'Umari, 1974, pp • . 
51-52). Since the work of al-'Umari was destined to be used by 
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government officials of the Mamluk government, such facts as the sugs 

being temporary would be very important to travelers to the area given 

the modes of travel at that time. It is important to understand this 

fact in buying provisions for journeys to al-Yaman since travelers 

were more responsible for their own food and drink and other supplies 

than at present. Today, such hotels as the Ramada, Taj Sheba, ?an'a', 

Sheraton, Sam City and the Raw~ah Palace provide excellent 

accommodations for travelers to ~an'a' and al-Yaman. Also today 

~an'a>, Ta'izz, ZabTd, and other cities and towns have extensive 

markets which seem to be flourishing, importing goods from allover 

the world. This is due to the end of al-Yaman's isolation in recent 

decades. The emergence of al-Yaman into the modern world took place 

as a result of the death of the ruler, Imam A~mad, in 1962 and the 

ensuing struggle for power between the Imam's son, Imam al-Badr, and 

Colonel 'Abd Allah al-Sallal, commander-in-chief of the Imam's armed 

forces. This struggle, called the Yaman~ Civil War, lasted through 

the 1960's until about 1970 when peace was achieved. 

Al-Qalqashandi, quoting a learned man, Salah al-Din ibn .. . 
al-~akim, has an excellent description of the active maritime trade of 
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'Adan (Al-Qalqashand1, 1983, p. 11). This description quotes 

al-'Umari and supplements al-'Umari in declaring 'Adan's importance as 

a port. In ~Adan also, as in other Yaman1 cities and towns, temporary 

~ are set up on the seashore. The people of 'Adan come out to 

observe them and buy and sell goods and services. Another aspect of 

the account is that al-Qalqashandi says that the arrival of ships and 

their departure has well-known seasons. This clearly shows that there 

was a thorough understanding of the monsoon winds in the Indian Ocean 

and what times of the year sailors could expect the southwest monsoon 

and the northeast monsoon. The large volume of trade and commerce is 

shown by the narration of al-Qalqashandi's quote of ~ala~ al-Dln ibn 

al-Hakim that one week does not go by without a number of ships and . 
merchants arriving there, as well as various kinds of goods and 

(various) transactions, and the setting up (making) of abundant 

profits and lucrative trade in and around the port of 'Adan (Ibid.). 

Since 'Adan's climate is warm to hot all year, there is no time when 

trade and commerce cannot be carried on, at least as far as climate is 

concerned. Another interesting fact that emerges about JAdan and the 

nearby Hadramawt is the direct link with India, Southeast Asia, and 
• # 

China. Present architectural styles and people of the Hadramawt show 

direct connection with the islands of Sumatra and Java and the rest of 

present-day Indonesia (Allfree, 1967). 

Setting 

Geomorphology. Al-Hamdani in his ~ifat jazlrat al-tarab shows 

the most extensive description of the landforms of al-Yaman and the 
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Hadramawt. He describes the general features giving the setting for • • 
the present division of this region. His recounting of the landforms 

of the Hadramawt shows considerable knowledge of the arrangement of 

the various physical features of that area. The geomorphology of the 

Hadramawt is described as mountainous with narrow valleys spread out 

into the arid desert plains once they leave the mountains. 

Al-Hamd'anf narrates that these valleys, basins, and 

depressions are still there today. He uses the Medieval place-names 

that are in current use today and gives the location of the physical 

features in sequence along the trade and travel routes (Al-Hamdanl, 

1968, p. 51). 

Ibn ~awqal discusses each of the two main divisions of 

al-Yamar by relating how the Tihamah (coastal plains) overlooks the 

Red Sea and runs north and south along the coast to near Makkah on the 

north to the coast of the Hadramawt on the south. The Tihamah runs 

along the western and southwestern coast of the Arabian Peninsula from 

near Makkah along the straits of the Bab al-Mandab, then eastward past 

'Adan along the coast of the ~agramawt for many miles (Ibn ~awqal, 

1967, p. 36.) 

Ibn ~awqal 's description of the highlands shows that they are 

actually a continuation of the highlands of al-Hijaz. In viewing a 
• 

map of the Arabian Peninsula, it is clear that these are connected and 

run parallel to the coastal plains on a north-south axis. Also, the 

highlands of the Arabian Peninsula slope down to the deserts in the 

interior of the peninsula. 



In this way, the description of Ibn Hawqal concerning the . 
main physical features of al-Yaman is borne out by the actual 

geomorphological structure. 

Al-'Umarf also narrates the fact that al-Yaman is mainly 

159 

divided into coastal plains and highlands. He quotes a learned man of 

al-Yaman, Salah al-Din Muhammad ibn al-Burhan, to support his 
• r • 

contention (Al-'UmarT, 1974, p. 63). 

Since al-'Umarf lived approximately five hundred years after 

Ibn ~awqal, the majority of geographers in the Medieval period go 

along with this two-fold division even though there are mountains 

within the highland zone. 

Al-Qalqashandf quotes Ibn al-Athir in giving the location and 

boundaries of al-Yaman. There is some problem with his quotation that 

the Persian Gulf is on the north and on the east by the borders of 

Makkah where the road to the Persian Gulf intersects with the one near 

Makkah (Al-Qalqashandi, 1983, p. 6). Actually, the Persian Gulf 

borders the Arabian Peninsula on the east, and borders the region 

known as al-Yaman on the northeast. 

Al-Qalqashandi then quotes al-Dhahabi when he describes one of 

the mountains in Asir or near al-Ta)if overlooking the coastal plains 

of present-day Saudi Arabia (Ibid., p. 17). Since this mountain is 

high and is a barrier to travel, the description includes such 

information that would be important to travelers and their caravans 

such as the time necessary to go through the mountains and what routes 

are available. 



Al-Qalqashandi moves on to discuss the fact that the Zaydi 

Imams rule the highlands (Ibid., p. 37). 
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His last account of the landforms is a quote of al-'Umar1 who 
- -in turn quotes Salah al-Din ibn al-Burhan, the learned man of . ~ 

al-Yaman, that al-Yaman is divided into seacoasts and mountains. This 

is different from the terms used by other geographers as al-Yaman1s 

two-fold division of coastal plains and highlands. This is because 

scholars use different terminology for the same physical features. 

Al-Qalqashandi adds parenthetically that the mountains are less 

accessible than the seacoasts because of the proximity of the sea and 

connection of routes from the sea and the much more difficult travel 

conditions that exist in the mountains (Ibid., p. 38). 

Climate. All of the geographers describe the climate of 

al-Yaman similarly regardless of the century in which they lived. 

Ibn Rustah1s description of ~an'a) includes the fact that this 

particular area of al-Yaman has a temperate climate with equal 

temperatures throughout the year. The nearest descriptive term is 

spring-like weather. ?an 4a) has such even temperatures that one 

covering is enough at night for the inhabitants most of the time. 

Ibn Rustah1s description of the rainfall is very similar to 

the Summer Monsoon in the American Southwest. Also, the flash flood 

flows along as in arid lands washing the dust away, cleaning the 

landscape, and going through channels unimpeded except by barriers to 

guide the flow. The people of §an'a) and al-Yaman use the flash flood 
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water as a very important source of irrigation water (Ibn Rustah, p. 

109). 

Ibn ~awqal gives a summary of the climate of San a and the 

fact that no one changes from one place to another, winter or summer, 

due to seasonal changes (Ibn Hawqal, 1967, pp. 36-37) • . 
Al-Hamadhani also discusses the climate of San'a) as the most 

r 

pleasant of countries having good weather and much water, and the fact 

that the people of al-~ijaz and al-Yaman spend the winter twice and 

the summer twice. He also relates that the people use the winter to 

harvest crops and manufacture goods after the rains of summer and 

early fall. He quotes a Yamani showing daily rainfall during this 

Summer Monsoon (Al-Hamadhanl, 1967, p. 34). 

Al-Qazwini describes similar characteristics of the climate of 

San'a) even though three centuries had passed since Ibn Rustah was in 

the area and compiled his work (Al-Qazwini, 1960, p. 50). 

Al-'Umari, two centuries after al-Qazwini's compilation, gives 

good but brief descriptions of the climate of San a and al-Yaman 

(Al-'Umari, 1974, p. 44). 

Al-Qalqashandi's description of the same climatic conditions 

in the same area are quotations of al-'Umarl and Abu al-Fida} 

(Al-Qalqashandi, 1983, p. 37). 

An interesting feature is the tracking of the movement of the 

sun along its solar path which gives this area two winter and two 

summer seasons. This is difficult to establish, but it is likely tied 
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to the variation of the intensity of the sun's rays during different 

parts of the year. 

Most of the geographers focus upon the abundance of water in 

comparison to the rest of the Arabian Peninsula. During these 

centuries, routes of travel were very closely tied to sources of water 

and its local usage as was the usual practice in all arid lands. 

In analyzing the descriptions extant and current climatic 

data, it is apparent that the climate has shown little overall change 

from the Medieval period to the present. Evidence to the contrary is 

not available at this time. 

Environmental Components 

Plants. All of the geographers discuss al-Yaman's crops to 

varying degrees. 

Ibn Rustah talks about the main crops of al-Yaman as wheat, 

barley, and rice and that it is possible to have two crops of wheat, 

and three and four crops of barley and rice depending upon the 

temperature range and the availability of water. He adds that many 

fruits have two harvests each year compared with one main harvest in 

most areas where these crops are grown. Many of the fruits are 

usually grown in more northerly areas such as Syria and Lebanon, but 

the high elevation of the highlands of al-Yaman causes cool 

temperatures most of the year and makes it possible for these types of 

fruits to grow there. In comparison to the other parts of the Arabian 

Peninsula nearby, al-Yaman is an island of abundant water, cultivated 
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fields, and many different kinds of fruits and vegetables (Ibn Rustah, 

1892, p. 109). 

Ibn Rustah continues by giving a unique description of the 

wheat. This wheat is called 'als and is similar to hintah (hard 

wheat), but has finer grains and two husks similar to rice. This is 

like hybrid wheat grown mainly in al-Yaman and possibly in the 

Abyssinian Plateau west of al-Yaman across the straits of the Bab 

al-Mandab (Ibid.). 

Ibn Rustah follows this by enumerating the many fruits grown 

in the highlands. He uses the word bargug for apricots even though 

many Arabic lexicographers use it for plums. He delineates the kind 

of pears and gives the main species as kummathra. He then enumerates 

such crops as seventy kinds of grapes, date palms, and bananas 

(Ibid.). 

It is particularly important that he lists the following crops 

grown in and around ~an'a}: tender beans (bagla), sugar cane, 

walnuts, almonds, pistachios, pomegrantes, figs, quinces, and sweet 

watermelons, citrons, and numerous aromatic plants and flowers such as 

roses, jasmine, narcissus, and several kinds of lilies-of-the-valley. 

Ibn Rustah also describes, in general terms, the crops of 

other cities in al-Yaman such as Saba) and Shibam (Ibid., p. 115). 

Generally speaking, Ibn Rustah is complete but concise, and 

his description is very readable and gives the reader a good picture 

of the agricultural abundance. Given the early date of his account 

(early tenth century), the technical skill required for growing these 
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crops shows great advancement of Islamic civilization in agriculture 

and their propensity for spreading cultivation of plants from many 

parts of the world--especially along the trade routes. 

Al-Hamdani reports about the famous tree known as Dragon's 

Blood, on the island of Suqu~ra. This type of tree is still grown 

there. Other plants of Suqutra given by al-Hamdani include date palms 

and aloe (Al-Hamdani, 1968, p. 51). 

Ibn ~awqal describes the important plants such as ~, a 

saffron-like plant with a red color. It is grown for the purposes of 

using its parts as a dye which sells for two manna (A manan is equal 

to about 1.85 lbs.) for one dinar (Ibn ~awqal, 1967, p. 37). 

Al-HamadhinT describes how the plants of al-Yaman grow as in 

Persia and Byzantium. Al-Hamadhan"i quotes al-Asma'T in the four 

things that fill the world not found except in al-Yaman: al-wars (see 

above), kundur (frankincense), al-Khitr (yellow-wood used as a dye), 

and al-'usab (a vine). The main source of this quote ended up in 

Yaqut's work. This maxim may have been a famous saying of al-Asma'i 

circulating among learned circles (Al-Hamadhinl, 1967, p. 36). 

Besides al-Hamadhani, al-Qazwini quotes Yaqut from his Mu'jam 

al-buldan. 

Al-QazwinT has much information about plJnts from different 

places, but he is now known to have taken information from Yaqut 

without giving him credit much of the time. This does show that 

al-Qazwfni demonstrates the tendency toward compilation from original 
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sources that dominated scholarship at that time. Al-QazwTnl describes 

these different plants using Yaqut as his primary source. 

Al-'Umari describes most of the same crops given by these 

geographers much earlier, but he gives the fruits around Ta'izz the 

main city of the southern highlands. The crops are similar to those 

in and around ~an'a'. He lists such crops as grapes, pomegrantes, 

quinces, apples, peaches, mulberries, bananas, and green and yellow 

watermelons. He mentions fruits in lesser amounts such as lemons and 

citrons. He tells also that al-Yaman contains wheat, barley, rice, 

sorghum and sesame. Other earlier geographers fail to mention the 

last two crops. It is not known whether or not they were grown in 

earlier centuries. He does add that several kinds of balsam trees are 

found there. He is one of the few geographers who mentions that 

neither olive oil nor olives are grown in al-Yaman, but have to be 

imported from Syria (Al-'Umarf, 1874, p. 48). 

Al-'Umari has a particular statement that is unique to his 

work: Namely, that no village in the country of Sarah-the mountain 

range--lacks trees and vines having fruits, most of which are grapes 

and almonds. Barley is also cultivated in the villages located in the 

highlands (Ibid., p. 64). 

These crops can be seen even today in the villages. The 

almond trees in bloom are still one of the beautiful sights in 

al-Yaman. 

It is likely that the crops named by these two geographers 

were not all grown in the same ecological/geographical zone, but found 
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their way to the markets both in the coastal plains and in the 

highlands. 

Al-QalqashandT, writing in the later half of the fourteenth 

century, quotes Abu al-Fida) in describing the main crops of the ~ag

ramawt and nearby area of Dhafar on the coast of the Indian Ocean in 

the present-day Sultanate of 'Uman (Al-Qalqashandi, 1983, p. 12). The . 
two main kinds of trees are the coconut palm and the beetle-nut tree, 

both imports from India brought by ship along the sea-trade routes. 

According to al-Qalqashandi's quote of Abu al-Fida}, the 

mountains of Mirba! near Dhafar grow the best frankincense (Ibid.). 

(These mountains today are called the Qarri' Mountains.) 

In his description of the ~agramawt, al-Qalqashandi relates 

that the oases have date palms with cultivated fields interspersed. 

His description seems to portray a picture like the present-day city 

of Qatif in eastern Saudi Arabia • . 
Al-Qalqashandi mentions the grains of al-Yaman as wheat, 

barley, sorghum, rice, and sesame, and that the major food is sorghum, 

and the lesser ones are wheat and barley. Sorghum in its various uses 

can be either human or animal food. He mentions the fruits as grapes, 

pomegranates, quinces, apples, apples, peaches, mulberries, bananas, 

lemons, citrons, and other kinds of fruits in lesser amounts (Ibid., 

pp. 16-17). 

Crops today are predominantly the grains of sorghum and 

millet, maize, wheat, barley, and sesame. Other crops includes beans 

of various types, potatoes, vegetables of numerous types, and 
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different fruits, numerous varieties of grapes, tobacco, coffee, and 

dates (Speece, 1982, p. 55). However, the crop gaining in acreage in 

some areas is qat, the plant whose leaves are chewed causing a mild 

narcotic effect. This practice is called a IIqat-chew, II It is a very 

important, daily, social event in all levels of the Yamani society. 

One glaring weakness that is shown in the discussion by the 

authors of the plants is the lack of coverage of natural vegetation. 

As has been shown in the preceding sectinn, the concentration of the 

geographers upon grain crops and fruits is almost total. Also, the 

geographers translated did not discuss where each crop was grown under 

dry farming (rain-fed conditions) or under irrigation. This can be 

explained in part by the fact that th~y did not give a detailed 

geographical description or have an understanding of which crops are 

mainly grown in rain-fed conditions or under irrigation This also due 

to the very rugged character of many of the mountain-slopes and 

valleys where villages are located. 

There is also no description of soils due to the fact that 

soil science did not come into being until later. 

Animals. The geographers whom I translated were mainly 

interested in giving an account of domesticated animals and their 

usefulness. Very little data is available about the fauna of the area 

except apes and monkeys. The domesticated animals briefly discussed 

are camels, horses, cattle, sheep, and goats. Since more herbage and 

water are required by horses and catt1e--and to a lesser extent--sheep 

than by goats and camels, the authors noted, the predominance of 
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horses, cattle, and sheep in more favored areas while more arid areas 

are taken up by goats and camels. 

Ibn ~awqal describes the area of the Hadramawt known as 

Mahrah. Camels and riding beasts are present and fed fish called 

warag. This word means "leaf," "paper," etc. This likely means that 

the fish is flat and/or thin. Also, the animals there are fed other 

fish, milk, and dates and not much foliage. The Mahri camels from 

there are famous as racing camels called a noble breed. They are the 

thoroughbreds of camels with long legs and slender bodies. They are 

superior to all the breeds of camels in travel and fineness of gait. 

$0 says Ibn Hawqal and has been widely believed until today (Ibn . 
~awqal, 1967, p. 38). 

There is a problem in identifying what is the 'udar, a 

quadruped that attacks and wounds human beings whose insides become 

wormy and burst eventually. 

Al-Qazwini also discusses the noble breed of the Mahri camels 

(Al-Qazwini, 1960, p. 62). Another animal discussed by al-Qazwinl is 

the salugi which is a breed of hunting dog. He says that they are the 

most vicious of dogs (Ibid., p. 45). However, except for their 

ferociousness while chasing game, they are gentle, quiet animals. 

One of the legendary animals mentioned by al-Qazwini is the 

nasnas. This was supposed to have been half-man with half a head, 

one foot, half a face, and half abody. 

On a related subject, al-Qazwlni mentions that al-Yaman's apes 

are the most vicious of apes, but are quickest to accept teaching 
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(Ibid., p. 63). This is likely a description of baboons because 

this animal hunts in packs and they are vicious at times when hungry 

or threatened, but are well-known to be intelligent (Ibid., p. 69). 

Mines and Minerals. Six of the seven geographers translated 

discuss mines and minerals. 

Ibn Rustah states that al-Yaman has many caravansarais and 

business houses in which are found many people who make vessels of 

onyx and several kinds of pearls (Ibn Rustah, 1892, p. 112). 

Ibn Hawqal describes the importance of the mountain of Shibam , 
which produces onyx, carnelian, and amethyst. He also relates that 

seekers of gem stones obtain amethyst in the area of Shibam like the 

rest of the stones and is picked up in the deserts from among colored 

pebbles. When it is worked, it appears as a jewel with fire and 

beauty. Its main color is purple even though the color-phase of this 

stone can range from purple to violet-blue. It is a type of 

quartz (Ibn ~awqal, 1967, p. 37). 

Al-Hamadhani gives an extensive description of carnelian, even 

giving the important types that are the most valuable. Carnelian is a 

red to reddish-brown quartz which can be cut and polished as a jewel. 

Its main use is in rings (Al-HamadhanT, p. 36). People of ancient and 

medieval times believed that carnelian had special powers to protect 

its wearer against evil spirits and misfortune. Mu~ammad wore a ring 

of carnelian given to him by the Angel Gabriel, as al-Hamadhani 

rel ates: "Yazid ibn Harun rel ated on the authority of Himayd al-Tawil . . 
on the authority of Anas ibn Malik (See fn. 54, p. 81). who said, 



liThe Messenger of God (May God bless him and grant him salvation) 

said, 'Gabriel said to me, "Oh Muhammad, put on the ring of 
" 
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carnelian." Then I said, "What is carnelian?" He said, "A mountain 

in al-Yaman which bears witness to God of his unity and to me on my 

apostleship, to you of your prophethood, to Ali of his commission to 

his children of the imamate, and to their partisans (the Shi ites) of 

paradise" ' ." 

Al-Hamadhani also portrays the fact that al-Yaman has a mine 

of onyx and several kinds are obtained there. These types range from 

mu'arrag (veined), mu'assal (honey-colored), and other types 

(Al-Hamadhani, 1967, p. 36). 

He briefly discusses Yamani alum when he says that it is white 

and flows like water from beneath the surface of the ground. Alum is 

the chemical compound aluminum sulfate. 

Al-Qazwini discusses all of the minerals that are present in 

the fabled lost city of Iram of the many columns, the tomb of Ad, and 

the city of Kawkaban near San'a' (Al-Qazwlni, 1960, pp. 15, 67, 68) • . 
In true fashion of the descriptions of fabled cities of the Arab world 

lost to history, the author gives an account of its wealth in terms of 

jewels. gold, and silver. It is interesting that the description of 

Kawkaban--meaning two stars--is named for two palaces on a high 

mountain that shone like two stars in the night. Today, Kawkaban is a 

village perched on this mountain, having limited accessibility best 

reached by a primitive road fit for only four-wheel-drive vehicles. 
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Al-'UmarT and al-Qalqashandi both describe the rulers of 

al-Yaman as having great dwellings, elegant structures with marble and 

paintings of gold and lapis lazuli (Al-'UmarT, p. 55, al-QalqashandT, 

5:7) • 

Ancient Urban Centers 

The ancient urban centers such as Iram of the Many Pillars, 

Ghumdan, Saba', and the cities buried under the sands of the Rub~ 

al-Khali are described in detailed by al-Hamadhan1 and al-Qazwin1. 

Al-Hamadhan-i describes the departed glory of the citadel of 

Ghumdan in San~a>. He recounts that it was a wondrous palace of four 
• 

sides, of which one was white; one yellow; one was covered in red, and 

one side was covered in green. A covering of stones was erected on 

its interior on what was the most perfect of its bases. It was a 

palace of seven stories between each of which was forty cubits and a 

roof on top with one slab of exquisite marble. Al-Hamadhani further 

says that on each corner of the roof was a statue in the shape of a 

lion. These four statues were so constructed that when the wind blew, 

the air entered their interior from a hole in the rump of the statue 

and came out the mouth. The resulting sound of the wind rushing out 

the mouth made a sound like the roar of a lion (Al-HamadhanT, 1967, 

p. 35). Al-QazwTn1 also relates this story, adding that when the 

lamps were lit in the interior of Ghumdan at night, the rest of the 

palace was shining from its interior as flashes of distant lighting 

(Al-Qazwin1, 1960, p. 51). 
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Al-Qazwini in his Athar al-bilad wa-akhbar al-'ibad is 

especially interested in relating the facts and stories of the 

departed glories of some of the ancient monuments. In his description 

of the Iram of the Many Pillars, he gives detailed information of the 

amount of wealth present at that time. He uses the hyperbole used by 

Arab writers and storytellers to show abundance when he says that 

gold, silver, and jewels were collected in heaps like mountains, and 

that the city of Iram was coated with sapphires, jewels, pearls, ahd 

chrysolite, onyx, and other precious stones. Further description 

related that the ruler of Iram, Shaddad ibn ~Ad, built 300,000 

palaces, silver-plated with its interiors and exteriors with different 

kinds of jewels (Ibid., p. 15). 

Al-QazWini also describes how the Queen of Sheba, called 

Bilqis by the Arabs, built the great dam of Ma~rib east of San'a) 

(Ibid., p. 40). He tells how it was a prosperous land based mainly on 

irrigated agriculture. Then God sent to them thirteen prophets, but 

they disbelieved them. Then God sent large rats to destroy the dam. 

This was the story that was popular during most of the Islamic period 

of how the dam was destroyed. The unbelief of the people caused God 

to destJ'oy the their civilization, according to the Qur)an (Qur an 

34:15 [16J. 

Another site of the people of 'Ad whom God destroyed in the 

pre-Islamic days is Wabar. Al-QazwinT quotes al-Hamadhanl on the 

fertility of the land and presence of water, trees, and fruits. Many 

writers of the period and current belief is that the sands of the Rub' 



al-Khali cover up ancient cities which were destroyed by God 

(Al-Qazwini, 1960, p. 63). 
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The writers who discuss 'Adan relate that it has no water or 

pasturage in it and that water must be brought to it. The main 

importance of 'Adan is its excellent harbor and develpment as a port 

on the Indian Ocean. 

Ibn Hawqal says that 'Adan is a small city famous because it . 
is a sea port in which martime travelers stay (Ibn Hawqal, p. 37). 

Al-QazwinT pictures 'Adan ibn Sunan ibn Ibrahim. He further 

says that 'Adan is a port for ships of India and merchants and goods 

of India, Sind, China, Abyssinia, Fars, and 'Iraq meet and trading is 

done. Al-Qazwlni also mentions that 'Adan is inside of a volcanic 

crater which he calls a mountain of fire (Al-Qazwlni, p. 101). This 

crater of a fiery red color reminds all who see it of the fires of the 

Day of Judgment. 

Al-'Umari says that" 'Adan is the largest harbor in 

al-Yaman." (Al-~Umari, p. 50.) 

Al-Qalqashandi describes 'Adan as being called 'Adan Abyan. 

Also, al-Qalqashandi quotes al-AzharT saying that its name comes 

from the time when the Abyssinians crossed in their boats to it and 

called it adunah which means in their language, "We went out." 

Al-Qalqashandl also relates the fact that 'Adan is the greatest 

anchorage in al-Yaman and third behind Ta'izz and Zabid in fame. 

His description is more extensive than the others in detailing the 
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arrival and departure of goods and merchants (Al-Qalqashandi, 1983, 

pp. 10-11). 

The last characteristic that can be traced is how each 

geographer paints the picture of the luxury of the rulers of al-Yaman. 

These rulers are in their citadels on high hills or mountains in 

palaces amidst gardens of flowing waters and trees. 

Ibn Rustah relates that the citadel of Shib~m near San'i~ is . 
on a mountain difficult to climb and one way across a bridge is the 

only way to it. The area has many villages and cultivated fields 

which are owned by its ruler who lived nearby in his palace with his 

soldiers (Ibn Rustah, 1892, p. 113). 

Al-Hamdinl describes the citadels more in his other work, 

al-Iklil, than the ~ifat jazirat al-'arab. 

Ibn ~awqal sums up the environment of a mountain in al-Yaman 

called al-Mudhaykhirah which is a dwelling place of the Khawarij or 

Kharijites. It is very high and has on it cultivated fields and water 

and there is no road to it and only one narrow way. The inhabitants 

who live there use it as a place of refuge (Ibn ~awqal, 1967, p. 37). 

Al-Hamadhanf describes the afore-mentioned Ghumdan as a lofty 

citadel with the ruler living in luxury far above the city 

(Al-Hamadhan1, 1967, p. 35). 

Al-Qazwini has numerous descriptions of fabled cities which 

have been previously mentioned. Al-Qazwini also describes 

al-Mudhaykhirah as a fortified citadel near 'Adan located on the 

summit of a mountain with no conceivable way to tax it since there is 
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no pass to it except a single road, which is very difficult. He says 

that on top is a large spring that irrigates a number of villages 

(Al-Qazwini, 1960, p. 61). 

Al-'Umar1 discusses the magnificance of the residences of the 

ruler of Zab1d in the Tihamah, and how he had panels of marble and 

painted ceilings inhis palace. He also tried to imitate the rulers 

of Egypt (the Mamluks)in his court life. This ruler had fine gardens 

and parks surrounding well-built palaces of his well-known stopping 

places of his country. When he stopped, he always stayed at one of 

these palaces. 

Al-·Umari also describes the luxury of the nobility of 

al-Yaman. He recounts that some of them have a comfortable life and 

ease and diversity of food. The sultan in ~an'a) has a pleasure 

palace on a mountain to which he climbs up and in which he stays many 

days for amusement. This palace contains a royal dome and hall of the 

sultan which is covered inside and out by colored marble. Two large 

fountains are flowing with sparkling water. Outside in the gardens 

are fruit trees brought there from Syria and India for the sultan's 

enjoyment. Al-'Umari concludes by saying that an observer cannot stop 

at a garden more entirely beautiful than it, nor more perfect of form 

or concept (Al-'Umar1, p. 64). 

Al-Qalqashandi quotes al-'Umari when he talks about the 

notable being well endowed with luxuries and an ease of life and a 

variety of foods. Al-Qalqashandi further describes the food as being 

the tastiest and the containers being made pleasant with perfumes and 



incenses and each of the notables having his retinue of slaves to 

serve him (Al-Qalqashandi, 1983, p. 7). 
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CHAPTER VI 

CONCLUSIONS 

The facts of this dissertation are that the descriptions of 

al-Yaman and the ~a9ramawt show that the general features of the 

environment exhibits considerable stability in the components of this 

ecological system. These environmental components which are present 

have unique features especially due to the great aridity of the 

majority of the Arabian Peninsula. 

As stated in the Introduction, these geographers portray the 

"Tibet of the Arab World"1 for prospective travelers to al-Yaman and 

the Hadramawt. Their main purpose is to give their reJlers a sense of . . 
what it is like to be in that region of the Medieval World. They do 

describe the ecological setting and compare it to the other oases areas 

of the Arab World, especially Syria. 

The philological characteristics show phraseology and 

vocabulary for the purpose of instructing the learned man of their 

contemporary society. The repetition of such terms as flowing waters, 

cultivated fields, and landed estates helps the reader use his 

imagination in understanding places where he likely will never go, or 

lAl-Yaman and the Hadramawt were mainly unknown to westerners 
in the later Middle Ages and'the Modern period until about 1960. 
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for the opposite purpose of informing the travelers as to what he can 

expect when he goes to that locale for trading or doing government 

business. 

The main way in which each geographer organizes his text 

usually determines to which classical school he belongs. He also 

exhibits--in his thinking--what environmental factors he thinks are 

important to understanding the uniqueness of al-Yaman and the 

Hadramawt. Ibn al-FaqTh al-Hamadh~nf is influenced by the 'Iraqi 

School even though he presents the material as by the geographers 

classified in the Balkhi School. This means that he organized his 

material beginning with the Creation of lands and seas, then moves 

first to Makkah, al-Madinah, and the Arabian Peninsula. He then 

describes the other areas of the Islamic World and areas on its 

frontier. 

Ibn Hawqal shows the Balkhi" School's orientation by focusing 
" 

upon the Arabian Peninsula first and then to other areas of the Islamic 

World somewhat like al-Hamadhani. Given the fact that the general 

characteristics of the classical schools are exhibited by most of the 

geographers, the examples are not always so easy to categorize. Also, 

the geographers themselves at the time of their life and works did not 

have these "schools" in mind. These classifications are the result of 

subsequent geographical literature research (A~mad, 1954, 2: 578). 
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Ibn Rustah is also thought to be categorized in the Balkhi 

School because he has the same orientation as Ibn al-Faqih al-Hamadhan1 

and Ibn Hawqal (Ibid., 2:580). These writers began with the Arabian 

-Peninsula but considered Baghdad and Iraq of prime geopolitical 

importance (Ibid.). 

It is apparent that the initial idea that translating the 

descriptions of several geographers and then seeking themes in these 

texts is more difficult than doing translation and research on one 

geographer. This approach is meant to compare accounts of the same 

area over approximately a 600-year span and see what changes--if 

any--have taken place given the level of scientific understanding 

during the Medieval period. 

This study can lead to further inquiry into Medieval al-Yaman 

and the ~a9ramawt by delving into the considerable untranslated texts 

in this field. It is this writer's opinion that research of this type 

is needed and can lead to a better understanding of this little-known 

area of the Arabian Peninsula. 

This research into the geographers has shown that they were men 

of their age describing the areas in which they traveled for their 

contemporaries to enlighten the Islamic world in which they functioned. 

One especially impressive thing is that they used their opportunities 

for travel and study to gain knowledge and spread it as far as possible 

using available sources and their own intellect. 



o 
'Xl 
.--; 

.- It-~ Coastal 
~- Areas 

["7,1] Mountain 
~ Areas 

D Sand 
Areas 

o Medieval 
Town 

• Modern 
Town 

ai-Rub' 
? 50 100 150 200 

~ 

KILOMETERS 

Indian Ocean 

al-KhalT 

Tarim 
~ombofHiid 

Shibom "-
-s.c>. 

Shihr 

Mahrah 
" ... " , 

.... " " ',,, , 

Ro's 
Forlok 

/11 
1/1 

"0 
o 
I-

'" C>. 

'" > 

'" 
"0 

'" :>: 

'" .c .... 
co 

.... 
~ 
~ 
I
"0 • 

'" or· 

'" .c ... 
"0 
c:: 

'" c:: 

~ 
'" >-

:;: 
:; 
'" '" '" l-
e.; 

.... 
c:: 

'" .... 
I
o 
c. 
E 



LIST OF REFERENCES 

A~mad, Nafis. Muslim Contribution to Geography. Lahore: Shaikh 
Muhammad Ashraf, 1972. 

A~mad, S. Maqbul. "Djughrafiyah," Encyclopedia of Islam. Leiden: 
E. J. Brill, 1954, 2:575-587. 

A~mad, S. Maqbul. "Ibn Rusta," Encyclopedia of Islam. Leiden: E. J. 
Brill, 1954,4:920-921. 

Alfree, P. S. Hawks of the ~adramawt. London: Robert Hale Limited, 
1967. 

Bjokmann, w. Beltrage zur Geschichte der Staatkanzelei im Islamischen 
Agypten, Hamburg, 1928. 

Bosworth, C. E. "Al-~al~ashandl," Encyclopedia of Islam. Leiden: E. 
J. Brill, 1954,4:509-511. 

De Goeje, M. J., Selections from Arabic Geographical Literature, in 
Selections from Semlt;c Study Serles, No. VIII. Leiden: E. J. 
Brill, 1950. 

Dunlop, D. M. Arab Civilization to A. D. 1500. London: Longman Group 
L imi ted, 1971. 

Faris, Nabih Amin. The Antiquities of South Arabia. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1938. 

The Book of Idols: Being a Translation from the Arabic of 
the Kitab al-asnam by Hisham al-Kalbi. Princeton: Princeton 
Universlty Press, 1952. 

Gf~rard, B. Yemen. Boulogne, France: Delroisse, n. d. 

Gibb, H. A. R. Arabic Literature: An Introduction. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. 2nd ed., 1963. 

The Glorious Qur)an. Text and explanatory translation by Mohammad M. 
Pickthall. New York: Mostazan Foundation of New York, 1984. 

Harrison, David L. The Mammals of Arabia. London: Ernest Benn 
Limited, 1972. 

181 



182 

Hitti, Philip K. History of the Arabs: from the earliest times to the 
present. New York: St. Martin's Press, 1967. 

Jenner, Michael. Yemen Rediscovered. London: Longman Group Limited, 
1983. 

Kassis, Hanna E. A Concordance of the Qur'an. Berkeley: University 
of California Press, 1983. 

Kowalski, Maria. "The Sources of al-Qazwini's Athar al-bifad," Folia 
Orientalia Vol. 8, 1967. 

Le Strange, Guy. Palestine Under the Moslems. London: Alexander P. 
Watt, 1890. 

Lewcock, Ronald. The Old Walled City of San'a). UNESCO, 1986. 

• wadi ~a9ramawt and the Walled City of Shibam. UNESCO, 
----:;-1=986. 

Lewicki, T. "Al-~azwini," Encyclopedia of Islam. Leiden: E. J. 
Brill, 1954,4:865-867. 

Lofgren, O. "Al-Hamdani," Encyclopedia of Islam. Leiden: E. J. 
Brill, 1954,3:124-125. 

Mehren, A. F. Manuel de al Cosmographie du Moyen Age. Paris
Copenhagen-Leipzig, 1874. 

Miguel, A. "Ibn ~awkal ," Encyclopedia of Islam. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 
1954, 3:786-788. 

Nicholson, R. A. A Literary History of the Arabs. London: Cambridge 
University Press, 1969. 

Nyrop, Richard F. and Beryl L. Benderly. Area Handbook for the Yemens. 
Washington, D. C.: Foreign Area Studies, 1977. 

Piepenburg, Fritz, ed. Traveler's Guide to Yemen. San a: Yemen 
Tourist Company, 1983. 

Salibi, K. S. "Ibn Fadl Allah al-'Umari," §ncyClopedia of Islam. 
Leiden: E. J.·Brill, 1954, 3:738-7 9. 

Serjeant, R. B. and Ronald Lewcock, eds. San'a l
: An Arabian Islamic 

City. London: World of Islam Festlval Trust, 1983. 

R. B. South Arabian Hunt. London: Luzac and Company, 
Ltd., 1976. 



Speece, Mark, comp., Environmental Profile of Yemen. Tucson: Arid 
Lands Information Center, 1982. 

Stone, Francine, ed., Studies on the Tihamah: the Report of the 
Tihamah Expeditlon 1982 and Related Papers. Essex, England: 
Longman Group Llmited, 1985. 

183 

Von Grunebaum, G. E. Medieval Islam. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1967. 

Wehr, Hans. A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic. Edited by J. 
Wilson Cowan. Welsbaden: Otto Harrassowitz, 1979. 

Wensinck, Q. J. and Ch. Pellat, '%:id," Encyclopedia of Islam. Leiden: 
E. J. Brill, 1954,4:537-538. 

Arabic Texts 

'Abd al-Salam Muhammad HarUn. Faharist mu'jam tahdhlb al-lughah 
lil-azha~J. Al-Q~h{rah: Maktabah al-kh!njl, 1976. 

Abu al-Fidii', 'Ammad al-Din. Kitab taqwim al-buldan. Edited by P. M. 
Reinard and M. De Slane. ParlS: Soclete ASiatique, 1840. 

ItAli, Sa'ld IsmaC,fl. 
A l-Qahi rah: 

Al-nabat wa-al-filabah wa-al-rayy 'inda al-'arab. 
Dar al-thiqafah, 1983. 

Asma'T, al-, 'Abd al-Malik ibn Qurayb. Kitab al-nabat. Edited b~ 'Abd 
Allah Yusuf al-Ghanim. Al-Qahiratl: Maktabat al-Mutannabl, 
1972. 

Azhari, al-, Abu Mansr~ Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Tahdhib al-lughah. 
Al-Qahirah: al-Dar·al-mi~riyah: n.d. 

Biruni, al-, Muhammad ibn Ahmad. Sifat al-ma'murah 'ala al-blrunl. 
New Delhi(?): n.p. i971(?). 

Bukhar1, al-, Muhammad ibn Isma'il. Jami' al-sahih. Misr: Dar 
al-kutub·al-"Aribiyah al-kubra: 1800. •• • 

Dhahabi, al-, Mubammad ibn AQmad. Al-'ibar fi Khabar min ghayr. 5 
vols. Al-Kuwayt, 1963. 

Ghanayim. al-. 'Abd Allah yusuf. Al-Makhtutat al-jughr"a{{yah 
al-'aribiyah fl al-mathaf al-baritan'l. Al-Kuwayt: Jami<-at 
a l-Kuwayt, 1974. 

• ~la§adir al-bakri wa-mun"ahajah al-jughra({yah. Al-Kuwayt: 
----=J-ami , at al-Kuwait, 1974. 



184 

Halithi, al-, Nazar 'Abd al-Lafif. Ahl al-yaman ([ sadr al-,islii"m. 
• Bayrut, 1978. 

Hamadhani, al-, Ahmad ibn Muhammad. Kitab al-buldan. Edited by M. J. 
De Goeje.· Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum. Leiden: E. J. 
Brill, Reprint ed., 1967. 

Hamdani, al-, A~mad ibn Ya~qubi. Sifat jazirat al-'arab. Edited by 
David Heinrich MUller. German title: GeOrraphie Der 
Arabischen Halbinsel. Amsterdam: Orienta Press, 1968. 

Hawali, al-, Muhammad Ibn Ahmad al-Akwa~. Kitab al-iklil. Al-Qahirah: 
Matba'ah al-sanat ai-mu~ammadiyah, 1963. 

Ibn al-AthTr, 'Izz al-Din. Al-lubab fi tahdhib al-ansab. Bayrut: Dar 
Sadir, 1972 • . 

Ibn Battu~ah, Mubammad ibn 'Abd Allih. Tubfat al-nuzzar fT ghani)ib 
"at -amsar wa- 6aja:>ib al afsar. Paris: al-matba at 

al-wataniyah, 1874. 

Ibn Hawqal, Abu al-Qasim al-Nasib'f. Kifab ~iirat al-ar<;,t. Edited by M. 
• J. De Goeje. Bibliotheca Geographorum Arablcor~:m. Leiden: E. 

J. Brill, Reprint ed., 1967. 

Ibn Khuradadhbih, 'Ubayd Allah ibn Ahmad. Al-Masalik wa-al-manialik. 
Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1889 •• 

Ibn Rustah, Abu 'Ali. Al-A'lag al-nafTsah. Edited by M. J. De Goeje. 
Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum. Leiden: E. J. Brill. 
1892. 

Ibn Sa'id, ·A1T ibn Musa. Kitab al-jughrafiyah. Beirut, 1970. 

Istakhrl, al-, Abu Ishaq al-Faris1. Kitab masalik wa-al-mamalik. 
•• Edited by M. j. De Goeje. Bibliotheca Geographorum Arabicorum. 

Leiden: E. J. Brill, Reprint ed., 1967. 

Krachkovski, Ignati Iulanovitch. Istoria Arabskoi Geogreficheskoi 
Literat~UY' Moscova: 1957. Translated into Arabic by Salah 
a -Dln thman Hashfm. Ta'rikh al-adab al-jughraflyah' • 
al-'arabl. 2 vols. Al-Qahirah, 1965. 

Muqaddasi, al-,_Abmad ibn Abi Bakr. Kitab ahsan al-tagaslm fi ma'rifat 
al-agalim. Edited by M. J. De Goeje. Bibliotheca Geographorum 
Arabicorum. Leiden: E. J. Brill, Reprlnt ed., 1967. 

Qalqashandi, al-, Apmad ibn 'All. Subh al-a'sha fi sana·at al-ansha~. 
Al-Qahirah: Dar al-Thiqafah, 1983. 



Qazwini, al-, Zakariya ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmud. Athar al-bilad 
wa-akhbar al- 'ibad. Bayrut: Dar Bayrut, 1960. 

Rosenthal, F. ~~Vid ibn al-Iayyab al-Sarakhsi. American Oriental 
Series • New Haven, 1943. 

ShawqlDayf. Al-Rihrat. Al-Qahirah: Dar al-Ma"arif bi-Misr, 1969. . . 

185 

Tabari, al-, Abu Ja 'far ~luhammad ibn JarTr. Jami' al-bayan "an ta·l ff 
ayy al-Qur)an. Mi~r: ~ustafa al-Babl al-~alabl, 1968. 

'umarl, 

Yaqut al-~amawl. Mu'jam al-buldan. Edited by F. WUstenfeld, 6 vols. 
Bayrut: D~r Bayrut, 1979. 

Ziyadah, Nicole. Al-Jughrafi'yah wa-al-riblat 'inda al-'arab. Bayrut: 
Dar al-Kit~ -Lubnaniyah, 1979. 


