
Soviet Azerbaijan and comparative institutional
development in the Soviet Southern Tier.

Item Type text; Dissertation-Reproduction (electronic)

Authors Sanchez, James Joseph.

Publisher The University of Arizona.

Rights Copyright © is held by the author. Digital access to this material
is made possible by the University Libraries, University of Arizona.
Further transmission, reproduction or presentation (such as
public display or performance) of protected items is prohibited
except with permission of the author.

Download date 24/05/2023 21:06:40

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/184404

http://hdl.handle.net/10150/184404


INFORMATION TO USERS 

The most advanced technology has been used to photo
graph and reproduce this manuscript from the microfilm 
master. UMI films the original text directly from the copy 
submitted. Thus, some dissertation copies are in typewriter 
face, while others may be from a computer printer. 

In the unlikely event that the author did not send UMI a 
complete manuscript and there are missing pages, these will 
be noted. Also, if unauthorized copyrighted material had to 
be removed, a note will indicate the deletion. 

Oversize materials (e.g., maps, drawings, charts) are re
produced by sectioning the original, beginning at the upper 
left-hand corner and continuing from left to right in equal 
sections with small overlaps. Each oversize page is available 
as one exposure on a standard 35 mm slide or as a 17" x 23" 
black and white photographic print for an additional charge. 

Photographs included in the original manuscript have been 
reproduced xerographically in this copy. 35 mm slides or 
6" x 9" black and white photographic prints are available for 
any photographs or illustrations appearing in this copy for 
an additional charge. Contact UMI directly to order. 

1I11'IUMI 
Iii, ,1,'1 • • 

Accessing the World's Information since 1938 

300 North Zeeb Road. Ann Arbor. M148106-1346 USA 





Order Number 8814271 

Soviet Azerbaijan and comparative institutional development in 
the Soviet Southern Tier 

Sanchez, James Joseph, Ph.D. 

The University of Arizona, 1988 

Copyright ©1988 by Sanchez, James Joseph. All rights reserved. 

U·M·I 
300 N. Zeeb Rd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48106 





PLEASE NOTE: 

In all cases this material has been filmed in the best possible way from the available copy. 
Problems encountered with this document have been identified here with a check mark_../_. 

1. Glossy photographs or pages __ 

2. Colored illustrations, paper or print 

3. Photographs with dark background ~ 

4. Illustrations are poor copy 

5. Pages with black marks, not original copy 

6. Print shows through as there is t~xt on both sides of page 

7. Indistinct, broken or small print on several pages ,/ 

8. Print exceeds margin requirements __ 

9. Tightly bound copy with print lost in spine 

10. Computer printout pages with indistinct print 

11. Pagels) lacking when material received, and not available from school or 
author. 

12. Pagels) seem to be missing in numbering only as text follows. 

13. Two pages numbered . Text follows. 

14. Curling and wrinkled pages __ 

15. Dissertation contains pages with print at a slant, filmed as received V' 
16. Other _________________________________________________ _ 

U·M·I 





Soviet Azerbaijan and Comparative Institutional 

Development in the Soviet Southern Tier 

by 

James Joseph Sanchez 

Copyright © James Joseph Sanchez 1988 

A Dissertation Submitted to the Faculty of the 

DEPARTMENT OF ORIENTAL STUDIES 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
for the Degree of 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

In the Graduate College 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 

1988 



THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
GRADUATE COLLEGE 

As members of the Final Examination Committee, we certify that we have read 

the dissertation prepared by James Joseph Sanchez -----------------------------------------------
entitled Soviet Azerbaijan and Comparative Institutional Development 

in the Soviet Southern Tier 

and recommend that it be accepted as fulfilling the dissertation requirement 

for the Degree of __ ~D~o~c~t~o~r~o~f~p~h~i~l~o~s~o.p~h.y __ ~----------------------________ __ , 

3/30/88 
Date 

3/30/88 
Date 

3/30/88 
Date 

Date 

Date 

Final approval and acceptance of this dissertation is contingent upon the 
candidate's submission of the final copy of the dissertation to the Graduate 
College. 

I hereby certify that I have read this dissertation prepared under my 
direction and recommend that it be accepted as fulfilling the dissertation 
requirement. 

3/30/88 
Date 



STATEMENT BY THE AUTHOR 

This dissertation. has been submitted in partial 
fulfillment of the requirements for an advanced degree at The 
University of Arizona and is deposited in the University Library to 
be made available to borrowers under the rules of the Library. 

, 
Brief quotations from this dissertation are allowable 

without special permission, provided that accurate 
acknowledgement of the source is made. Requests for permission 
for extended quotation from or reproduction of this manuscript in 
whole or in part may be granted by the copyright hold 

SIGNED: -..L4~~'Z!:.~~4-



1 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

LIST OF FIGURES ................................... 4 

LIST OF TABLES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 9 

ABSTRACT .................................... . . . . 1 0 

Chapter 

1. INTRODUCTION: PROBLEM STATEMENT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 12 

Delimitation of Study ........................... 17 

Definitions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Method and Research Design ...................... 30 

Sources of Data ................................ 35 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW: FORMATION OF SOVIET 
NATIONALITIES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 44 

Unilinearity and Ecological Specialization: The Case 
of the Pomors ............................... 56 

Creation of Nationalities By Language Fusion: The 
Azerbaijani ................................. 64 



2 

TABLE OF CONTENT5--Continued 

Page 

Conclusion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 

3. RESEARCH METHOD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 83 

Bibliometrics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 

Geobibliometrics .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 

Karakalpak Language and Karakalpak Institutional 
Linkages: A Case Study ...................... 97 

Uncertainty and Database Scale .................. 108 

Search Paradigm ............................... 110 

4. INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT FOR NATIONAL LANGUAGE 
DEVELOPMENT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118 

Guided Development of Soviet Languages .......... 121 

Comparative Language Development in 
Transcaucasia .............................. 126 

Comparative Language Development in Soviet 
Turkestan ................................... 154 

Soviet Turkestan: Analysis of Language 
Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 172 



3 

TABLE OF CONTENTS--Continued 

Page 

Conclusion ..................................... 172 

5. INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT FOR MEDICAL SYSTEMS 
DEVELOPMENT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 180 

Medical Documentation in the Soviet Southern Tier. . 182 

Comparative Development of Medical Systems in 
Transcaucasia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 185 

Comparative Development of Medical Systems in 
Soviet Turkestan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 196 

Conclusion ..................................... 210 

6. CONCLUSION: COMPETITIVE INSTITUTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT ................................... 217 

The Nationality System System in the Southern Tier . 220 

7.· APPENDIX A. SECOND-LANGUAGE PUBLICATIONS ON THE 
KARAKALPAK LANGUAGE.. . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 236 

8. LIST OF REFERENCES ............................... 244 



4 

List of Figures 

Figure Page 

1.1 Venn Diagram of Azerbaijan SSR Between Two 
Regions ..................................... 21 

2.1 Venn Diagram of the Azerbaijani in the Turkic 
World ...................................... 72 

3.1 Spatial Distribution of Russian Language 
Publications on Karakalpak ................... 102 

3.2 Weighted Spatial Distribution of Russian 
Language Publications on Karakalpak ......... 104 

4.1 Soviet Transcaucasian Documentation Produced 
in the National Languages ..................... 127 

4.2 Language Documentation Generation Time Series 
for the Southern Tier Republics, 1966-1985 ..... 131 

4.3 Language Documentation Generation Time Series for 
the Azerbaijani National Language, 1966-1985 ., 133 

4.4 Language Documentation Generation Time Series 
for the Armenian National Language, 1966-1985 . 134 

4.5 Language Documentation Generation Time Series 
for the Georgian National Language, 1966-~ 98,5 .. 135 

4.6 Language Documentation in Russian Language for 
for Soviet Transcaucasia, Per 1000 Population . 137 



5 

LIST OF FIGURES-Continued 

Figure Page 

4.7 Language Documentation in Russian Language 
for Soviet Transcaucasia, Per 1000 Russians 
Resident ................................... 138 

4.8 Language Documentation in Russian Language 
for Total and Republic Residents Among 
Titular Nationalities, Per 1000 Population ..... 142 

4.9 Language Documentation in Russian Language 
for Total and Urban Residents, Per 1000 
Population ................................. 144 

4.10 Language Documentation in Russian Language 
for Total and Titular Nationality Fluent in 
Mother Tongue, Per 1000 Population· .......... 146 

4.11 Language Documentation in Russian Language 
for Total and Bilinguals (in Russian Language), 
Per 1000 Population ......................... 150 

4.12 Language Documentation in Russian Language 
for Total and Higher Educated, Per 1000 
Population .................................. 151 

4.13 Comparison of Higher Education and Bilingualism 
in Soviet Transcaucasia ..................... 153 

4.14 Language Documentation Generation Time Series 
for the Kazakh National Language, 1966-1985 ... 155 



Figure 

4.15 

LIST OF FIGURES-Continued 

Language Documentation Generation Time Series 
for the Kirghiz National Language, 1966-1985 .. 

4.16 Language Documentation Generation Time Series 

4.17 

4.18 

4.19 

4.20 

4.21 

4.22 

4.23 

4.24 

for the Tajik National Language, 1966-1985 .... 157 

Language Documentation Generation Time Series 
for the Turkmen National Language, 1966-1985 

Language Documentation Generation Time Series 
for the Uzbek National Language, 1966-1985 .... 

Language Documentation in Russian Language for 
Soviet Turkestan, Per 1000 Population ........ . 

Language Documentation in Russian Language for 
Soviet Turkestan, Per 1000 Russians Resident .. 

Language Documentation in Russian Language for 
Total and Urban Residents, Per 1000 Population. 

Language Documentation in Russian Language for 
Total and Bilinguals (in Russian Language), 
Per 1000 Population ........................ . 

Language Documentation in Russian Language for 
Total and Higher Educated, Per 1000 Population 

Comparison of Higher Education and Bilingualism in 
Soviet Turkestan .......................... . 

6 

Page 

156 

158 

159 

161 

163 

164 

167 

168 

171 



7 

LIST OF FIGURES-Continued 

Figure Page 

5.1 Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
the Southern Tier Republics, 1966-1985 ........ 184 

5.2 Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Azerbaijan, 1966-1985 ..................... 187 

5.3 Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Armenia, 1966-1985 ........................ 188 

5.4 Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Georgia, 1966-1985 ......................... 189 

5.5 Medical Documentation in Russian Language for 
Soviet Transcaucasia, Per 1000 Population .... 190 

5.6 Medical Documentation in Russian Language for 
Soviet Transcaucasia, Per 1000 Russians 
Resident. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191 

5.7 Medical Documentation in Russian Language for Total 
and Republic Residents Among Titular Nationalities, 
Per 1000 Population . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193 

5.8 Medical Documentation in Russian Language for Total 
Total and Urban Residents, Per 1000 Population. . 194 

5.9 Medical Documentation in Russian Language for Total 
and Bilinguals (in Russian Language), Per 1000 
Population . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195 



8 

LIST OF FIGURES-Continued 

Figure Page 

5.10 Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
the Kazakh National Language, 1966-1985' . . . . . . 197 

5.11 Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
the Kirghiz National Language, 1966-1985 ..... 199 

5.12 Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
the Tajik National Language, 1966-1985 ...... 200 

5.13 Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
the Turkmen National Language, 1966-1985 .... 201 

5.14 Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
the Uzbek National Language, 1966-1985 ...... 204 

5.15 Medical Documentation in Russian Lang~age for 
Soviet Turkestan, Per 1000 Population ........ 206 

5.16 Medical Documentation in Russian Language for 
Soviet Turkestan, Per 1000 Russians Resident .. . 206 

5.17 Medical Documentation in Russian Language for 
Total ahciUrban Residents, Per 1000 Population. . 207 

5.18 Medical Documentation in Russian Language for 
Total and Bilinguals (in Russian Language), Per 
1000 Population . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 208 

5.19 Medical Documentation in Russian Language for 
Total and Higher Educated, Per 1000 Population 209 



9 

List of Tables 

Table Page 

2.1 Sovietization of the Southern Tier. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 

3.1 Comparison Between Documentation in Russian 
Language and the Southern Tier National 
Languages in the Medline and MLA Databases 96 

4.1 Russian Language Language Documentation By 
Year anc;l Soviet Republics of Transcaucasia 
and Turkestan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 

5.1 Russian Language Medical Documentation By Year 
and Soviet Republics of Transcaucasia and 
Turkestan .......... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183 



10 

ABSTRACT 

Institutional development is a process that can be analysed from 

the bibliometrics of its contingent generation of documentation in 

the same manner that is can be analyzed by historical methods. As 

institutions grow in resources, the absolute volume of 

documentation produced rises. In the context of the Soviet 

Southern Tier, the Russian language documentation bibliometrics 

for the eight republics image their relative level of institutional 

development. Comparing the relative levels of documentation to 

socio-economic variables, the degree to which the documentation 

is a locq! product, or a product of All-Union intervention can be 

determined. Hence, the degree to which institutional development 

is dependent or autonomous can be gauged for each republic. The 

analysis of these relationships between the degree to which 

documentation production is a dependent process, and the relative 
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level of documentation generation, provides an empirical basis for 

the ranking of regional institutional development. This ranking 

establishes the framework for a historical description of the 

relative position of the nationalities of the Southern Tier. This 

quantitative perspective on Soviet nationality policy parallels the 

historical process by which the nationalities have been integrated 

into the Soviet system. The two nationalities most constrained by 

the nationality policies are the Armenians, with their nationalism 

and irredentism based on well developed local institutions, and the 

Uzbeks, with their large population base and historical leadership 

role in Central Asia. The role of intenSively Soviet developed 

nationalities (Turkmen, Kirghiz, and Karakalpak) in the 

multi-ethnic system is considered in terms of their moderating the 

potential for hegemony by the largest nationalities. Azerbaijan 

SSR emerges as the regional center of a system of measures taken 

to promote stability and to minimize the propspects of autonomous 

ethnic hegemony in the Soviet Southern Tier. 



Chapter One 

Introduction: Problem Statement 

12 

In this century and much of the last century, the study of the 

historical development of minority peoples of Central Asia has focused on the 

tribal peoples of the region. In Transcaucasia, the main emphasis of Western 

scholars has long been on the redoubtable and ancient Christian peoples of 

the area: the Georgians and the Armenians. It is of course true that the 

Armenians are very outspoken in the West and have produced a massive 

body of documentation for both their recent and ancient history: this literature 

includes a substantial body of samizdat documentation. Relict peoples of the 

Caucasus have also received a considerable attention from, perhaps, 

Orientalist sentiments, as well as from general interest in what is a living 

linguistic museum of the last three millenia. More recently, geopoliticians 

have perceived a future response to Soviet rule by numerous and putatively, 

consistently resentful minorities. In particular, a posited monolithic Islamic 

ethnic resurgence has been consequently advocated by political 

commentators who were. perhaps, disappointed in the failure of the 
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resurgence of the Eastern Europeans against Soviet political dominance in 

the the 1950s and 1960s.1 

To date, there exists no substantive study of ethnic competition 

among Soviet nationalities in the large region reaching from the Black Sea to 

the Pamirs. Some problems that are the cause of this lacuna are the 

difficulty in formulating meaningful geographic parameters for study and the 

presumed lack of accurate data for study. Each of these problems warrants 

more a detailed examination. 

The geographic and ethnic scale of Soviet Transcaucasia and 

Soviet Central Asia are daunting, even neglecting the ecologically and 

historically related reaches of Inner Asia: Southern Siberia, Mongolia and 

1. The Soviet Islamic peoples are described as a bloc in: 
Alexandre Bennigsen, "Mullahs, Mujahiddin, and Soviet Muslims", in 
Problems of Communism, No. 6 (November-December 1984) pp. 28-44; 
Alexandre Bennigsen and Marie Broxup, The Islamic Threat to the Soviet 
Union (London, England: Croom Helm, 1983); Helene Carrere d'Encausse, 
Decline of an Empire (New York, N.Y.: Newsweek Books, 1979); Daniel C. 
Matuszewski, "Empire, Nationalities, Border: Soviet Assets and Liabilities", in 
Soviet Nationalities in Strategic Perspective, ed. by S. Enders Wimbush 
(London, England: Croom Helm, 1985); Alexander J. Motyl, Will the 
Non-Russians Rebel? State, Ethnjcjty and Stability in the USSR (Ithaca, 
N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1987). 
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Manchuria (the Chinese inland ethnic and geographic periphery).2 In 

addition, Soviet nationalities policies that affect the area of concern for this 

study have been revised several times since their foundation.3 Directly 

contingent upon the immense scale of the region is the immense social and 

ethnic complexity of the region. While the complexity of this region has been 

an effective barrier to comparative analysis, this complexity of the region is 

the source of its interest and relevence for the social sciences. Creation of a 

frame of reference for analysis is an essential issue in the design of a study 

as this. It is too easy to uncritically accept some formal or traditional frame of 

reference, such as Turkestan or Central Asia. As will be seen below, a major 

advance is considering the structure of the multi-ethic system of the Soviet 

southern tier comes from seeing Azerbaijan as a pivot between two regions 

of Central Asia and Transcaucasia at the same time that it is part of both re-

2. Undoubtedly, the seminal work in this area, and a work with 
insight into the entire steppe region of Turkestan and Inner Asia, is Owen 
Lattimore, Inner Asian Frontiers of China (Boston, Mass.: Beacon Press, 
1951). 3. Roman Szporluk, "Nationalities and the Russian Problem in the 
USSR: An Historical Outline", Journal of International Affairs, No.1, (1973), 
p.28. 
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gions.There are several levels of analysis that should be an inherent element 

in the examination of ethnic interaction. 

The three progressive geographic frames of reference used in this 

study are: ethnic competition within the Azerbaijani nationality during its 

continuing process of formation at a local. pOlitically defined region; ethnic 

competition among Soviet nationalities in regions defined alternately by their 

physical geography and their cultural geography; and. ethnic competition 

among Soviet nationalities at the All-Union level. Each of these frameworks 

for comparative analysis will be used in this study. The use of each of these 

levels of analysis allows the comparative study to build upon perspectives 

gained at each level of regional and ethnic aggregation. One failing of most 

studies of the region is their beginning by selecting a single regional 

parameter for <;:omparative analysis or description. One of the most 

interesting products of a study of ethnic competition is the contrast between 

the conclusions drawn from these very different levels of analysiS. 

Perhaps fortuitously. the consideration of each level of analysis in 

turn overcomes what is perceived as a major problem for comparative and 

ethnic conflict studies such as this: the lack of data. However. the lack of data 

for the analysis of ethnic conflict and nationality policy in the Soviet Union is 
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more an artifact of methodical inadequacy than of a genuine scarcity of 

information. 

The consequences of this framework of analysis for the logic of 

ethnic conflict are clear: the study will move from the very particular, such as 

questions of ethnogenesis (and ethnogenesis that takes places as the 

product of a political process is more relevent than the usual application of 

the term in Soviet thought) ; to questions of competition among both the major 

Transcaucasian peoples: the Azerbaijanis, Armenians, and Georgians and 

among the major Central Asian peoples: Azerbaijani, Kazakh, Kirghiz, Tajik, 

Turkmen, and Uzbek; and finally, to questions of competition in the All-Union 

environment. The improbability of rebellion by the Soviet Nationalities is 

argued persuasively by by Motyl.4 Ethnic competition in this study is by 

definition competition that takes place within the parameters set by the Soviet 

state. 

However, in order for this study to remain a logical and practical 

project, the question of the limits of the range of the undertaking are essential. 

4. AlexanderJ. Motyl, op. cit., pp. 124-138. 
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As outlined below, this study will be driven by a progressive expansion of the 

frame of reference for comparative and ethnic confict studies. However, such 

a dynamic structure demands such a delimitation as will preserve the unity of 

the analysis. These delimitations, both geographic and ethnic, will now be 

detailed. 

Delimitation of the Study 

Studying the ethnic and pOlitical environment of a nationality is an 

inherently complex problem. People interact at a variety of levels and the 

resulting cultural and political systems quickly generate, on close 

examination, a mass of detail that can precludes analysis. A people 

numbering five million can be summarily considered to have generated 

several million times more information than the typical lone researcher can 

collect or systematize. Even if such a crudely drawn statement of the 

problem confronting the social scientist is in error by one or two orders of 

magnitude, the scale of a society precludes complete understanding. The 

only possible response of the social scientist or historian is that there exists a 

pattern of overriding phenomena that unify and direct the greater mass of 
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people and stream of phenomena, prescribing the meaningfulness of 

information. 

The study of ethnic competition among the Soviet Nationalities, 

even within the parameters of competition that have been instituted by the 

Soviet political system, is by definition a study at a rather high order of 

aggregration. However, the first part of this study of ethn:c conflict will find its 

roots in the questioning of the very unit of analysis: that is, the question of the 

meaningfulness of the first aggregation will be the starting place for this 

inquiry. Rather than beginning with the discrete and absolute ethnicity of the 

modern, Soviet Azerbaijani nationality. as a given, the emergence of this 

nationality is the beginning of the examination of their environment of ethnic 

competition. In essence, the initial examination of the Soviet Azerbaijani 

nationality is an extended definition of the parameters of meaning that can 

be assigned to that official nationality. The analysis of this people is then 

rooted in a precision in the delimitation of the studied phenomenon. 

Precisely who constitute the members of a nationality is a question not often 

asked, and rarely answered with any precision. 

The second level of aggregation is that of the regions defined by 

physical geography and by cultural geography, namely Soviet Transcaucasia 
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and Soviet Turkestan. This is the tradition farmework for the analysis of the 

historic and political of these peoples. Transcaucasia has long been a 

distinct region, even if the southern periphery" has seen both cyclical 

expansions and secessions. Turkestan, has always been a region of rather 

indeterminant boundaries, but a long historical precedent exists for its vague 

claim to some kind of ethnic or cultural unity. 

In each of the Transcaucasian Republics, the titular Soviet 

nationality constitutes a strong majority. However at the same time there are 

strong Azerbaijani minorities in both Armenia and Georgia, and strong 

Armenian minorities in Azerbaijan and Georgia. For each of these three 

Soviet Nationalities, their peripheries with the two other major 

Transcaucasian peoples is ethnically fragmented: a 'fracture zone in Barth's 

terminology. The major titular nationalities among the Transcaucasians 

stand in dramatic contrast to their small proximate neighbors, excepting only 

each other. If one seeks to place the Soviet Azerbaijani Nationality in any 

immediate ethnic context that has demographic and geographic logic, then 

Transcaucasia is such a context. 

However, a logic of history, ethnicity and language ties Soviet 

Azerbaijan just as clearly to Turkestan. Azerbaijan was even the old Imperial 
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Russian headquarters for the adminsitration of Trans-Caspia, a jurisdiction 

that included the Turkmen. There are as many reasons for including the 

Azerbaijani in Central Asia as there are reasons for including them in 

Transcaucasia. Hence, the pivotal role of the Azerbaijani as the meeting 

point of Transcaucasia and Turkestan will be emphasized by extending the 

analysis of Azerbaijan in both the contexts of Soviet Transcaucasia and 

Soviet Turkestan. 

In examining the environment of ethnic conflict in which the Soviet 

Azerbaijani nationality exists, the final level of aggregation in this study is that 

of the two prinCiple posited All-Union relationships: here these relationships 

will be considered in terms of the place of the southern tier nationalities in the 

All-Union environment. An analysis of the two different environments 

ascribed to the Soviet Azerbaijani Nationality provides for the last 

transformation of perspective: the progressive analysis of the methodical 

implications of aggregation at each stage in this analysis makes possible, at 

a rather profound level, the disaggregation of the analysis of ethnic 

competition between the Soviet Nationalities, and especially between Muslim 

nationalities. Indeed, as outlined above, the structure of this study can just 

as readily be termed the study of the Soviet Azerbaijani at progressive levels 
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of disaggregation, as at progressive levels of aggregated, ethnic interaction. 

In each chapter, ethnic inter- action will be viewed from two regional 

perspectives: first from the perspective of Soviet Transcaucasia (defined as 

being Armenia SSR, Azerbaijan SSR, and Georgian SSR), then from the 

perspective of Soviet Turkestan (defined as being Azerbaijan SSR, Kazakh 

SSR, Kirghiz SSR, Tajik SSR, Turkmen SSR, and Uzbek SSR). This simple, 

two step regional perspective is unique. Figure 1.1 maps this ambiguity onto 

a Venn Diagram: Azerbaijan is the region where two multi-ethnic regions 

collide. No study to date acknowledges the clear regional ambiguity of the 

Azerbaijani cultural, linguistic, historical and geographic heritage. However, 

such ambiguity is an important source of ethnic competition in the region, as 

will be seen. 

The exploration of the methodical limitations of progressive 

aggregation too often used in the analysis of ethnic conflict in the Soviet 

Southern Tier of both Transcaucasia and Turkestan is a methodical 

contribution of this inquiry. The tools for disaggregation developed in this 

study ought to have a broad test: ethnic conflict studies too frequently begin 

from epistemological conculsions that are more important than the issue 

ostenSibly studied. The ability to separate the Soviet Nationalities, especially 
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Figure 1.1. Venn Diagram of Azerbaijan Between Two Regions. 
Soviet Azerbaijan is a region that lies on the boundary between two regions 
that are typically treated as if they were distinct. One source of the 
imporatnce of Azerbaijan is this role as a pivot between two difference 
geographic and ethnic regions. 
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those of Muslim and Turkic Central Asia, for analysis both individually and 

comparatively is very new. Considering the dramatic differences between 

these peoples, in terms of institutional development and by implication of 

effective institutional resource allocation, such a disaggregation should have 

become the basis for discourse on this region long ago. 

Definitions 

The definitions below are divided into three general classes: 

definitions that denote differences between geographical regions, peoples, 

and the historical processes and contexts of ethnic conflict. By definition, the 

study of ethnic competition is the study of processes of changes: the 

definitions cover the setting, actors and actions. 

In defining the geographic settings for competition between the 

peoples of Transcaucasia and Central Asia, there is a .certian ambiguity. 

Within limits, the most useful delimitation is that provided by Union Republics 

at the lower end of geographic description. One limit to the use of Republics 

as genuine units of analysis is illustrated in the case study in chapter three for 

Karakalpak ASSR, which is formally a unit of Uzbek SSR, but which has 
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significant external linkages. However, there remains the ambiguity that 

results from the geographic classification of the Azerbaijani. (see Figure 1.1 

above). At the same time that the Azerbaijani share the physical geographic 

region of the other Transcaucasians, they also share historical, cultural, and 

linguistic links to other Central Asians. This overlooked ambiguity of history 

and situation is one of the most important characteristics of the Azerbaijani. 

Accordingly, the definition of the three regions reflects this duality of the 

Azerbaijani Turks: Azerbaijan SSR will appear in both the sub-regions since 

it is at the border between the regions from both geographic and ethnic 

perspectives. The three regions of analysis used in this study are: 

Soviet Transcaucasia: This region includes only the 
republics of Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia. The 
numerous smaller peoples of the Caucasus are omitted. 
This region is the most clear approximation to simple 
geographic regionalization.5 

Soviet Turkestan: This rather anachronistic term is 
used to denote the historically Muslim republics of Cen-

5. For an interesting parallel, see Shaukat Burkhanov and Vladi
len Gusarov, Soviet power and 'slam (Moscow, RSFSR, Novosti Publishing 
House, 1984), p. 8: the four 'Muslim Boards' for administration of Muslim life 
in the USSR are: Transcaucasia, Daghestan, Central Asia, and Siberia and 
Europe. 



tral Asia (Kazakh, Kirghiz, Tajik, Turkmen, and Uzbek), as 
well as Azerbaijan. This region is determined primarily 
ily in terms of broadly defined ethnicity. To the extent that 
not all Republics are predominently Muslim, it is a product 
of migration. Of the six peoples having Republics, only 
Tajik SSR is not Turkic. 

Soviet Southern Tier: This region includes both the 
republics of Soviet Turkestan and Soviet Transcaucasia. 
The Soviet Southern Tier is the logical counterpart to 
the old 'Northern Tier' of the early Containment era.6 
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A mirror image of the old notion of the northern tier (a group of 

multi-ethnic states in whose unity against the Soviets could security for the 

West be found), the Soviet southern tier is a multi-ethnic region in whose 

unity against the Soviets many seek the beginning of the collapse of the 

Soviet Union. The role it plays for the Soviet Union is much the same role 

planned for the defunct Northern Tier. 

6. For comparison with the concept of the 'Northern Tier' coined in 
the early period of the containment doctrine, see: L. Dupree, "Suggested 
Pakistan-Afghanistan-Iran Federation", Middle East Jouroal, (Autumn 1963), 
pp. 383-399; Rouhollah K. Ramazani, The Northern Tier. Afghanistan. Iran. 
and Turkey, (Princeton, N.J., D. Van Nostrand Co., 1966); and, D. N. Wilbur, 
"Prospects for a Federation in the Northern Tier", in Middle East Journal 
(Autumn 1958), pp. 385-394. 
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Broadly speaking, the defintions of categories of peoples moves 

from general to more specific. Of greatest interest is the category of theSoviet 

Nationalities, since this is the principle unit of analysis in this study. Other 

terms are included to provide needed context for the Soviet Nationalities 

category since there the continuum of ethnic classifications is a matter of 

considerable interest and no small controversy, as will become clear later. 

,Ethnic Group: A distinct population having ethnic boun
daries enclosing a recognized population sharing lin
guistic, social, historical, and psychological attributes. 
In addition, an ethnic group may have a distinct econom
ic life and territory, 7 and must be able to reproduce 
itself.8 The term will be used interchangably with 
nationality. 

National Minority: An ethnic group which constitutes 
neither a majority nor a plurality in a multinational 
nation state within which it resides, at more than 
a subnational or local basis. A National Minority is an 
Ethnic Group defined by being within a given political 
boundary. 

7~ Note the problems of the semi-tribal Gypsies, a people without a 
recognized territory, in both the USSR, Ireland and the United States. 

8. See V.I. Kozlov's clear statement on this pOint in 'Ethnography 
and Demography", in Soviet and Western Anthropology, ed. by Ernest 
Gellner, London, England: Duckworth & Co., 1980, pp. 265-274. The curious 
case of the Mamluks is the exception that proves the rule. 



Soviet Nationality: An ethnic group which has under-
gone social and economic development and possesses a post
tribal social formation, and may have a distinct language, 
culture, shared history and territory. A broader class 
than that of the pOlitically defined Titular Nationality. 

Titular Nationality: A socially, economically and 
politically advanced ethnic group for which a Union 
Republic has been constituted in the USSR. Thus, the 
Uzbeks of Uzbekistan SSR are a Titular NationalitYg 
while the Karakalpak of Karakalpak ASSR are not. 
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The nationality, it is- now acknowledged, does not stand alone in 

either time or space. Rather, peoples are tied in complex webs of interaction 

with other peoples. The second set of definitions includes both terms for the 

context of relations between nationalities as well as various interactions 

between the nationalities that are of relevence. 

Second-Language: Documentation concerning one region 
or people that is produced in another language. In practice, 
second-language documentation is overwhelming~ in Rus
sian for the data collection employed in this study. 0 

9. "The Kara-kalpaks of Ferghana", in Central Asian Review, Vol. 9, 
No.1 (1961), p. 50. 

10. The use of the Russian language throughout the Soviet Union 



Complex Society: An ethnographic geographic context 
which there exists a variety of societies interacting at 
many levels through a multiplicity of interpersonal con
tacts across ethnic boundaries. 

Ethnic Boundary: A social and cultural divide between 
individuals of two ethnic groups which may exist inde
pendent of settlement patterns. 

Ethnic Frontier: A spatial context in which individuals 
living in a complex society, but in a relative sense at 
the periphery of their own ethnic community, confront 
an unusually porous ethnic boundary. The ethnic frontier 
is the point at which individuals can cross between 
ethnic groups.11 
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11. Fredrik Barth, "Pathan Identity and Its Maintanence", in Ethnic 
Groups and Boundaries. The Social Organization of Culture Difference 
(London, England, George Allen & Unwin, 1969), pp. 126-127; similarly, 
Gunnar Haalund, "Economic Determinants of Ethnic Processes", pp. 58-73. 

is simply normative, see: Barbara Anderson and Brian Silver, "Equality, 
Efficiency, and Politics in Soviet Bilingual Education Policy, 1934-1980", in 
Amedcan Political Science Review, No.4 (December 1984), pp. 1019-1039; 
Yaroslav Bilinsky, "Expanding the Use of Russian or Russification?", Russian 
Review, No.3, (1981), pp. 317-332; and Brian Silver, "Language Policy and 
the Linguistics Russification of Soviet Nationalities", in Soviet Nationality 
Policies and practices, ed. by Jeremy R. Azrael (New York, N.Y.: Praeger, 
1978). 



Ethnic Persistence: The maintanence of the identity 
of the individuals of an ethnic group as members of that 
ethnic group. Ethnic groups survive only to the extent 
that they can reproduce their members and can resist 
the loss of members at an Ethnic Frontier.12 

Ethnic Conflict: The set of processes that represent 
competition between Ethnic Groups for resources, whe
ther the conflict is peaceful or otherwise (alrthough in 
this study the conflict will be within the boundaries of·a 
State that will minimize violence), and which takes place 
in a Complex Society. 

Ethnic Competition: this term will be used to denote 
the kind of ethnic conflict that takes place under normal 
conditions in the Soviet Union: that is, ethnic conflict, 
but within state established parameters. 
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All of these selected terms, with the exception of the coinage of 

Soviet Nationalities, are defined in natural language terms. These terms will 

be used without capitalization, with only two exceptions, that of the 

specialized coinage Soviet Nationalities, and of the Soviet technical term 

Titular Nationalities. 

12. Fredrik Barth, op. cit, 1969, pp. 127-129; for a critique of the 
model Barth develops of ethnic persistence, see Akbar S. Ahmed, Mjllenium 
and Charisma Among the Pathan. A Critical Essay in Social Anthropology 
(London, England: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1976). 
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Method and Research Design 

This study will use the method of geobibliometrics as an unifying 

framework for analysis. The geobibliometric method, which is first used 

herein, is a logical shift in focus of the bibliometric method: both will be 

explained in detail in chapter three Although the consideration of the 

geographic dimension of bibliometric data is common in the bibliometric 

mainstream, focusing on the geographic character of bibliometric data in a 

multi-ethnic region is unique. Data will be analysed inconjunction with both 

historical13 and demographic data. 

The historical method will be used to describe the past and present 

of the ethnographic condition of the peoples being considered. Accurate 

quantitative data s most typically lacking for periods prior to the modern 

13. Charlie Deuet Hurt III, Identification of Important Literature in 
Quantum Mechanics: Investigation of a Bibliometric and an Historical ApprQach, 
Dissertation (Madison, Wis., University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1981), pp. 8, 16, 21, 
145, 147. 
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period. It is also typically true that detailed data is lacking for phenomena that 

contradict official prescription: unlike many other peoples that find 

independent explication through dissident literatures, discussion of the 

shortcomings of the official Soviet Azerbaijani Nationality has evaded 

attention in the samizdat literature. Hence, the specific application of the 

historical method is in the delimitation of practical meaningfulness of the 

Soviet Azerbaijani nationality: the question of how real this modern creation 

is, can only be approached through a qualitative consideration of the 

persistence of centrifugal tendencies among the designated Soviet 

Azerbaijani nationality. 

Geobibliometrics is a new focus for the application of the 

bibliometrics method. Standard bibliometrics studies have analytical utility, 

but focus on issues other than the geographic dimension of the data. 

However, a focus on the spatial disaggregation of bibliometric data provides 

remarkable quantitative demonstrations of social and cultural phenomena 

typically more the domain of qualitative research.14 Geobibliometrics will 

14. J. Arch Getty, Origins of the Great Purges. The Soviet 
Communist Party Reconsidered. 1933-1938 (Cambridge, England: 
Cambridge University Press, 1985), pp. 1-9. 
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allow the quantative analysis of ethnic conflict and aggregation in Soviet 

Transcaucasia and Soviet Turkestan that is without precedent. 

Geobibliometrics in this study will use descriptive statistics to 

characterize institutional development in the eight republics of the Soviet 

Southern Tier. The focus of the descriptive statistics is on the question of 

whether there exists a historical difference in documentation patterns (and by 

logical extension, institutional development) among the Republics. The 

analysis will use descriptive statistics since this is a benchmark study, being 

the first to document the network of institutional relationships and differing 

levels of institutional development in the Soviet Southern Tier. Differentiating 

the eight Republics of the region by their differing institutional histories and, 

implicitly, differing levels of resource allocations is unprecedented. Future 

research building on this basis can go beyond the limitations of this study, but 

only if the pattern of historical differentiation among Republics is made clear. 

The purpose of geobibliometrics, as applied in this study, is to make this 

differentiation crystal clear. 

In contrast to standard bibliometrics, which more typically examines 

inter-relationships within a constrained set of documentation {for example, 

identifying key journals in a field, or tracing the networks of the diffusion of 
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ideas through a scientific literature), bibliometrics here will examine the 

relative documentation generation patterns as primarily a spatial 

phenomenon. It is this difference in purpose that has led to the designation of 

the application of bibliometric method used here as geobibliometrics: the 

. purpose of this study is to differentiate between geographically defined, 

ethnic regions. 

While mainstream bibliometrics does have an implicit geographic 

dimension, the use of bibliometrics to analyse the comparative pattern of 

documentation generation among regions has been rare for two reasons. 

First, regions that provide a meaningful basis of analysis that is different from 

just the consideration of institutions are rare in the developed areas of the 

global system. Use of database derived data is very focused on the most 

economically developed regions of the world: to a certain extent the linguistic 

and medical literatures are exceptions to this generalization. Accordingly, the 

degree to which research can differentiate regions from institutions in 

bibliometrics is limited by the lack of relevant data. Second, and following 

closely on the first point, societies that are significantly differentiated 

regionally tend to be relatively underdeveloped. One obvious concomitent of 

under development is the scarcity of documentation. 
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The use of the geobibliometrics as a technique is one with for finite 

application. The unusual regionalized structure of the Soviet Union is also 

unusually endowed with an internationalized literature in the two logically 

and historically necessary literatures of a multi-ethnic and 

developing/developed economy: languagellinguistics and medicine. The 

Soviet Union is an ideal stage for the application of geobibliometrics. The 

failure of previous studies to develop an understanding of structure of 

multi-ethnic policy in the Soviet Union was not a problem of limited data, but 

was rather a methodical failure. With only limited exceptions, the this special 

application of bibliometrics is a methodical dead end, since for almost all 

other regionalized, multi-ethnic societies, insufficient data is available for 

analYSis. 

The technique of geobibliometrics will draw upon its distinctive data 

derived from the international bibliographic literatures. Historical and 

demographic data will be used in order to provide for a comparative 

evaluation and verification of the data and analysis generated by 

geobibliometric inquiry. The complexity of the differentiation among the 

Respublics of the Soviet Southern Tier resulting from the geobibliometric 

analysis contradicts much that has been previously asserted by 
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commentators on the region. What is particularly contradicted is the 

commonplace assertion that the Soviet minority peoples can be dealt with as 

if they are a uniform group, subjected to uniform treatment. 

Sources of Data 

Three principle sources of data will be relied upon: the voluminous 

documentation produced by the Soviet government, both statistical and 

discursive; the substantial body of documentation produced by dissidents 

from Soviet official perspectives, with some attention to the Armenian 

dissident literature which includes much material on ethnic conflict in 

Transcaucasia; and, quantitative data drawn from two technical literatures of 

the regions of analysis, that is, geobibliometric data. The particular sources 

of the geobibliometric data, themselves rather unusual in area studies, are 

considered at some considerable length below: for each database the 

structure of the literature indexed and basic description are cited. The 

weaknesses and strengths of each stream of data require some clarification. 

However, it must be stressed that the purpose of this study is to 

break new ground in the effort to approach ethnic policy questions in a 
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quantitative environment that goes far beyond the demographic studies such 

as that of Car:rerre d'Encasse.15 As Barth notes, it is not clear that there is 

an unambiguous level of population growth by an ethnic group that can be 

translated into ethnic conflict. The very unusual reliance on the massive and 

unexplored bodies of technical literature available for ethnic and regional 

studies provides this study with an unprecedented environment for 

quantitative analysis: comparative institutional development and resources. 

Official Soviet documentation of ethnic questions is immense for 

nationalities that have official recognition and encouragement. By definition, 

this recognition includes the Titular Nationalities, and by historical record has 

excluded such unofficial peoples as the Don Cossacks (being was defined as 

being a hostile class· rather than a nationality).16 Soviet documentation 

does provide very detailed consideration of nationalities through statistical 

data, although at a level of aggregation that will require some clarification. 

In addition, there is a substantial and readily accessible body of literature on 

15. Helene Carrerre d'Encasse, op. cit. (1979). 
16. Sergei Starikov, and Roy Medvedev, Philip Mironov and the 

Russian Reyolytion, trans. by Guy Daniels (New York, N.Y.: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1976). 
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theoretical questions of ethnogenesis and ethnic processes, with case 

studies from both the USSR and elsewhere. 

A major problem with this Soviet ethnogenesis theoretical literature 

is its tendency to drift in and out of pOlitical acceptability in the Soviet Union 

(the field does include some genuinely strange works with strong mystical 

overtones), resulting in breaks in the continuity of theoretical development. 

A second body of documentation is the large literature of dissent 

against Soviet rule and Soviet policies. This large and heterogeneous 

literature includes a variety of perspectives and can provide many genuine 

insights into obscure situations that are ignored by the official literature. 

Literature of dissent incorporates both samizdat and diaspora literatures. It is 

worth noting that there is no known samizdat literatures from any of the Soviet 

Muslim nationalities. One major problem with this literature is the heavy 

emphasis on anecdote and the tendency toward poor or absent 

documentation.17 Critically and carefully appraised, such a literature does 

have value. 

17. Consider Vladimir Solovyov and Elena Klepikova, in Yuri 
Andropov. A Secret Passage Into the Kremlin (New York, N.Y.: Macmillan, 
1983), p. 292, citing "the newspaper Bakjnskjy Rabotchjy during the past 
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In spite of the limitations of the official Soviet documentation and of 

the dissident documentation, together the two quite contradictory streams can 

provide significant insights into the relevence and accuracy of each other. Of 

course, this use of each must be undertaken with care. 

Finally, a major reliance will be placed on a new focus in 

bibliometrics: geobibliometry. This technique will be implemented on the 

basis of a set of data that is collected from a previously unrecognized 

resource for ethnic studies, the cumulative body of technical bibliography. 

One inherent advantage of the geobibliometric method and the data it 

generates is that its epistemological underpinnings militate against its 

manipulation. Hence, the geobibliometric analysis reveals structures behind 

putative and ideological obfuscations.18 There will be two principle sources 

for the data used in the geobibliometric analysis: the Medline and MLA 

18. The selection of document generation as an indication of 
institutional development has advantages over the method used in Motyl, op. 
cit. (1987), pp. 36-52, of using publications as an indication of 
'communications' and communist party membership as a measure of 
'i nstitutional development': these measures seem to range from tautalogy to 
fallacy. 

twelve years" as a source. This is unusual precision for dissident research 
published in the West. 
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databases.19 The distance of these sources from standard pOlitical sources used 

in the analysis of ethnic policy is a distinct advantage: such distance allows this 

study to approach nearer the real conditions than is typical in literatures that have 

been politically selected in a thorough manner. While it can be argued that some 

medical data is very sensitive (consider the large scale nuclear disaster in the 

Chelyabinsk region of the USSR, although data on the disaster was gleaned in the 

ecology and radiobiology literatures), the overwhelming body of medical 

publications have no pOlitical significance.20 However, by stepping one more 

remove from the documsnts, and examining them in an aggregate that 

that encompasses thousands of documents hidden patterns that reflect underlying 

institutional structures will become apparent: almost 5000 document citations were 

found relevant for this analysis (these criteria will be detailed in chapter three). 

19. Two general sources for Medline include: William H. Caldwell 
and Henry M. Kissman, "The National Library of Medicine: Its Scope and 
Goals", in Hospital Formulary Management, Vol. 8, No.4 (April 1973), pp. 
19-21; and Larry Hardesty, Computer-Based Information: Selected 
Examples, ED-094-685. 

20. This episode does not appear in the Medline database despite 
its obvious medical implications: for the most complete published source, 
see Zhores A. Medvedev, Nuclear Disaster in the Urals, trans, by George 
Saunders, {New York, N.Y., Vintage Books, 1980}. This kind of political limit 
does not adversely affect the data collection undertaken here. 
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The Medline Database (Medlars Online) is a product of the United 

States National Library of Medicine. Although the database includes addi-

tional materials, the core of the database is the biomedical literature indexed 

by Index Medicus, the Index to Dental Literature, and International Nursing 

Index. The database includes materials from 3200 journals produced in 

more than 70 countries. Cumulatively, the database includes over 5 million 

records. The Medline database includes many of the major Russian journals 

in medicine and allied health fields.21 Medline is an important source of 

precise data for ethnic and area studies and for this it is almost completely 

overlooked: the sources it indexes and the data they include are ignored by 

the social sciences. As below in Chapter 5, some 4187 medical document 

citations will be included in the study. 

21. A technical description of the the database can be found in 
Medline 8luesheet: Files 152. 153. 154 (Palo Alto, Calif., Dialog Information 
Services, April 1982), p. 154-1; and, "Medline", 1986 Dialog Catalog (Palo 
Alto, Calif., Dialog Information Services, March 1986), p. 31. 
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The MLA Bibliography Database22 is the online equivalent of the 

MLA International Bibliography of Books and Articles on the Modern 

Languages and Literatures, also known as the MLA International 

Bibliography or as the MLA Bibliography, and is produced by the Modern 

Language As-sociation. The MLA Bibliography Database is the most 

comprehensive database available on the modern languages, language 

reference works linguistics, socio-linguistics and their literatures. The 

database indexes approximately 3000 journals and series, monographs, 

essay collections, and conference proceedings. The emphasis of the 

database is on primary works. The database has over 600,000 records.23 

As detailed below in chapter four, some 859 language document citations will 

be used as the basis for the analysis. However, this study does rely on the 

integrity of the databases supported by the value added vendors, a question 

which will be addressed in chapter three. 

22. General sources on the MLA database include: J.D. Falk, "Da
tabase Characteristics and Search Problems in the Humanities", in 
Proceedings of the Online 85 Conference (Weston, Conn., Online Inc., 1985); 
and, Eileen M. Mackesy, "MLA Bibliography Online Provides Access to 
Language, Literature, and Folklore", Database Vol. 2, No. 3 (September 
1979), pp. 36-43. 

23. A technical description of the database can be found in Ibid, p. 
33; and MLA Bibliography Bluesheet: File 71 (Palo Alto, Calif., Dialog 
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Thus, data will be generated as logically defined subsets of the the 

5.6 million records of these two selected databases. The selection of these 

two databases themselves is the product of the relative freedom with which 

medical and linguistic information can travel across national boundaries: 

both fields represent areas in which the Soviet Union is justly proud of its 

accomplishments. 

These three sources of information allow for a set of mutually 

reinforcing verifications. Official Soviet documentation provides a normative 

defintion of Soviet society and nationality issues. The dissident literature, 

with all its limitations, counters with a critical appaisal of the reality of Soviet 

society. And, finally, the geobibliometric method, and the massive and 

omnivorous data acquisition processes upon which it is built, provides for an 

independent verification of each of the official and dissident Soviet 

perceptions. Based on the information content of the documentation streams 

for the ethnic and regional units of analysis, the geobibliometrics technique 

provides a quantitative measure against which the qualitative sources can be 

Information Services, September 1979), p. 71-1. 
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verified. In combination, these sources provide a comprehensive set of 

verification and cross-checks for each other.The limitations of the discursive 

literatures can be brought into some balance, as is often the case in the 

literature on the Soviet Union, and the bibliometric data provides a check 

against each, deriving its data from a stream that has yet seen no consistent 

effort at political manipulation and control. 



Chapter Two 

Literature Review: Azerbaijan and Soviet Nationality Policy 

A nation is a historically evolved, stable community of lan
guage, territory, economic life, and psychological make-up 
manifested in a community of culture. 

Josef Stalin, Marxism and the National Question (New York, 
International Publishers, 1942), p. 12. 
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In contrast to the ideas of both the early (Malinowskian) and many 

contem- porary Western social anthropologists, the theory of ethnic relations 

advanced by Soviet enthnography 1 considers ethnic processes to be 

conditioned by the socio-economic formation of the complex societies in 

which they are taking place. While the use of a socio-economic context ofor 

the study of peoples in a large-scale society2 has become more common 

in Western ethnography and 

1. On this paint see particularly, Yu. Bromley, "The object and the 
subject-matter of ethnography", in SOviet and Western Anthropology, ed. by 



45 

anthropology, for the Soviet enthnographers such a perspective lies at the 

heart of their inherently historical perspective of ethnoprocesses.3 

The basis of Soviet method in the study of ethnic groups and their 

transformation is the division of historical socio-economic development into 

three major categories, each with its characteristics form of social organiza-

3. Consider Geschieres and Raatgevers, in Old Modes of 
Production and Capitalist Encroachment. Anthropological Explorations jn 
Africa, (London, England, Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1985), pp. 12-16, 
observations mirroring that of Chayanov, "On the Theory of Non-Capitalist 
Economic Systems" and "Peasant Farm Organization" in A. V Chayanoy on 
the Theory of Peasant Economy, ed. by Daniel Thorner, Basile Kerbluy, and 
R. E. F. Smith (Homewood, III., American Economic Association, 1966), pp. 
1-28, and pp. 29-269, respectively. A bibliographic summary of the 
controversy between Chayanov and Lenin appears in James Joseph 
Sanchez, Subnational Economic Regionalization in Soviet Geographic 
Thought (Chicago, ilL, Council of Planning Librarians, 1985) pp. 3-5. Note 
that Soviet thought continues to side-step the issue of secondary-modes of 
production: such thought, as Chayanov noted, has far ranging implications for 
ethnic and regional policies. 

Ernest Gellner (London, England: Duckworth & Co., 1980). 
2. Note that the Soviet emphaSis has typically been on large-scale 

SOCieties, while the Western attention has been focused on small-scale 
societies. For problems in the changing perspective· in Western 
anthropology, see Fredrik Barth, ed., Scale and Social Organization (Oslo, 
Norway: Universitetsforlaget, 1978). 
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tion: tribes, the characteristic social and economic formation of the primitive 

communal age;4 nationalities, characteristic of both the slave and feudal 

eras; and, nations, characteristic of the capitalist and the socialist era.5 

Research in the Soviet Union, conducted by the authoritative Moscow-

based Institute of Ethnography of the USSR Academy of Sciences, has 

principally concentrated on the category of the nations of the capitalist and 

the socialist periods, to the detriment of studies on the primitive, slave 

(classical) or feudal periods: this neglect is noted in Soviet sources. 

As used by Soviet ethnographers, the terms nationality and nations 

have a precise meaning, although the usage is very different from that which 

is used by Western scholars. The term 'nationality' is used to designate what 

would be considered as an ethnic group in American anthropological and 

4. Contrast with Malinowski's naive formulation that, "Each tribe in 
short has its own way of life, that is, its own nationality," in his Freedom and 
Siayery (New York, N.Y., Roy Publishers, 1944) p. 255. 

5. It is worth noting that the revival of the Asiatic Mode of 
Production (AMP) in Soviet thinking is not so much a product of its real and 
demonstrable value, but rather it is a symptom of the increasingly salient 
inadequacy of the slave mode of production. In this light, see G.A. 
Melikishvili, "K voprosi 0 kharaktere drevhishikh klassovykh obschestva", 
Yap rosy 'storii, No.2 (1868), pp. 113-126. For a discussion of the debate, 
see Dunn, The Fall and the Rise of the Asiatic Mode of Production (London, 
England, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1982), pp. 12-17. group with a state: in 
Soviet usage such a state can be by definition one of the Union Republics. 
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ethnographic writings. The term 'nation' is used to designate an ethnic Thus, 

it can be said that the Karakalpak people comprise only a nationality, having 

only the Karakalpak ASSR as a subordinate, constituent element in the larger 

Uzbek SSR; the Azerbaijani are in Soviet usage a 'nation', having their own 

Titular, Union Republic. To avoid confusion, the term Soviet Nationality as 

defined above denotes either nations or nationalities inside the Soviet Union 

and have undergone concomitant Soviet delimitation and development as 

peoples: thus both the Karakalpak and Azerbaijani are herein considered to 

be Soviet Nationalities. 

The Soviet usage of the term 'nation' is distinct from the term 

'ethnos', which denotes a dispersed ethnic group, such as the Armnnians. 

Although the Armenians have a Titular Republic, and notwithstanding the fact 

of the numerous Armenians living as minorities in the adjacent Republics of 

Azerbaijan and Armenia, much of the Armenian people is scattered 

throughout the world and in neighboring, and inaccessible, Turkey. Being 

classified as an 'ethnos' which does not imply the absence of the status 

'nation': one specific use of the term 'ethnos' is discussed below in the 

section on the Pomors. Reflecting the projected progressive solution of the 

'Nationality Question'- by the emergence of the multinational society and its 
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development through the 'multinational stream' of social and cultural 

development as a historical process, the broad Soviet conception of the 

'ethnos' builds naturally into the concept of the 'macro-ethnic' (alternately 

meta-ethnic) community. Naturally enough, the 'macro-ethnic' community is 

the structural counterpart to the process represented by the 'multi-national 

stream of history. However, in the Soviet usage neither 'ethnos' nor 

'macro-ethnos' is synonym us with the 'philiosophical' term 'historical 

community': Yu. Bromley notes that the term fails to differentiate between the 

many kinds of communities that have historical dimensions.6 

Furthermore, just as the ethnos itself may comprise many distinctive 

ethnic populations, every 'macro-ethnic' society does include (through the 

mechanisms studied and designated by Barth as both ecological 

specialization' and complementarity'), many distinct nationalities interacting 

in complex patterns. The ethnic complexity granted by Soviet authors can be 

gauged by Soviet ethnographers' description of the individual as capable of 

having 'situational ethnic' character. This doctrine of situational ethnicity (and 

6. Yu. Bromley, "The Term 'Ethnos' and Its Definition", in Soviet 
Ethnography and Anthropology Today, (The Hague: Mouton, 1974), p. 56. 
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by extension the implicit policy of using such situational ethnicity as an 

instrument in the implementation of Soviet Nationality policy) implies that a 

given person can enact varied ethnic roles depending on the ethnic and 

social context of the interaction, formalizing a specialized case of ethnic 

change and both the personal and organizational level. 7 

This 'situational ethnicity', as articulated by Stalin, is a concept of 

significant utility in the Soviet multi-ethnic state. The particular intermediary 

between the nationality and All-Union institutions is the individual communist 

party member. Situational ethnicity requires the Uzbek party member to be 

'Russianate' in meetings of the communist party or of a state organ,8 and at 

the same time be able to become an Uzbek when once again he meets with 

Uzbek kolkhozniki. The possibilities inherent in this mode of ethnicity are far 

reaching for the Soviet pOlitical system, allowing the party member to have a 

set of optimal ethnic behaviors for the various environments in which the 

7. Yu. Bromley, op. cit., 1985, p. 15. Of course, such situational 
ethnicity is a necessary attribute of the Party members role as the 
intermediary between his own peripheral nationality and the Soviet center. 

8. See A. Motyl, op. cit., 1987, pp. 88-106. . 
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operative must perform. While the personal (psychological) costs for the 

individual are necessarily significant, the value for a multi-ethnic pOlitical 

system are obvious. The creation of such a mode of ethnic behavior as a 

conscious state instrumentality is not an obvious one: rather it is the product 

of a very sophisticated approach to the management of a multi-ethnic 

societies. The explicit creation of such a cadre of 'inter-ethnic' operatives 

demonstrates the crucial importance assigned to the success of the 

Nationality pOlicies. 

Within this complex SOCiety. Soviet ethnographers divide direct 

changes in ethnicity of individuals and groups into two categories: 

ethno-transformation, describing the assimilation of the individual or group 

into another group; and, ethno-evolution, in which changes occur within the 

boundaries of the ethnic group. Soviet ethnographers are quite careful to 

distinguish netween ethno-process and ethno-social processes, with the 

latter being manifested, as Yu. Bromely notes, in the socio-economic and 

politico-ideological dimensions of an ethnic group or nationality.9 

9. Yu. Bromley, the "ethnosocial organisms", "together with ethnic 
(cultural) unity usually possess territorial, economic, social and political 
unity ... ", op. cit., 1985, p. 155. 
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Two types of ethno-processes are described by Bromley: 

separative, and unificatory. In parallel with Barth, the principle process 

driving separative processes is ecological sepcialization, as we shall see 

below in the case of the Pamor. For the latter, two types of 'unificatory' 

processes are considered:' ethnic assimilation, which can be forced or 

natural (being described as a 'natural' process in Soviet terminology) and 

which can lead to 'ethnic dissolution'; and, 'inter-ethnic (inter-national) 

integration (convergence)', which is termed by Barth as 'comple

mentarity,.10 While not sufficient for the description or prediction of the 

persistence of ethnic groups, the common factors that prevent ethnic 

dissolution are seen to be: territoriality,11 language, demographic growth, 

and psychological factors (themselves essentially contingent on the three 

other factors). 

Consequently, two non-Soviet observers of the post-revolutionary 

develop- ments in Transcaucasia, W.E.D. Allen and Paul Muratoff, can argue 

that: "In the Soviet Union confirmation of the full equality of all the peoples, 

and broad propaganda for internationalist ideas have facilitated ethnic 

contacts, the development of consolidation, integration, and natural 

assimiiation.The system of national state organization, primarily the founding 
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of Union republics, created favorable conditions for the socio-cultural 

development of previously backward ethnoi. An education system and press 

in the mother tongue, the teaching of national history, and so on, are theof 

great importance in this. respect.,,11 

A unilinear, and hence teleological, historical theory of ethnic 

processes, even the ethno-evolutionary emergence of 'natural assimilation' 

as the a product of socio-economic development could certainly be perceived 

by the affected group to be simply a more elaborate terminological guise for 

'ethnic dissolution'. This interpretation is precisely that of the critics of Soviet 

Nationality policy, as recently presented in the works such as those of 

Pipes and Brzezinski.12 However, the question remains whether or not such 

9. F. Barth, Ethnic Groups and Boundaries. The Social 
Organization of Cyltural pifference (London, England George Allen & Unwin, 
1969), pp. 16-17. 

10. Compare here Barth's statement that "Ethnic groups are not 
merely or even necessarily based on the occupation of exclusive 
territories ... ", Ibid, pp. 15-16. 

11. W.E.D. Allen, and the late Paul Muratoff, Caucasian 
Battlefields. A History of the Wars on the Turco-Caucasian Border. 
1928-1921, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1953. p.11. 

12. See: D. Pipes, Survival Is Not Enough (New York, N.Y.: Simon 
& Shuster, 1985); and, Z. Brzezinski, Game Plan· A Geostrategjc Framework 
for the Conduct of the U.S.-Soviet Contest (Boston, Mass.: Atlantic Monthly 
Press, 1986). 
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ethno-evolutionary processes result in russification or sovietization: two 

ethnic systems with profoundly different structures. In a formal sense, 

russification is the failure of Soviet nationality policy, since the nominal goal 

of the Soviet order is to build a permanent state incorporating many ethnic 

populations. Triumphant russification means the domination and exploitation 

of the nationalities by exclusive Russian rule: this operational definition of 

russification is agreed upon by both the leaders and critics of the Soviet 

political system. Sovietization, by contrast, seeks the development of a 

multi-ethnos political system which would extend the hegemony of the 

communist political system farther that the horizons of the Great Russian 

ethnic hegemony. 

Accordingly, it is necessary to look beyond policy stateJ'!lents and to 

describe the fundamental elements perceived by Soviet ethnographers and 

policy makers (noting the close linkages that exists between the two in the 

Soviet Union are without parallel in the American ethnic, or even tribal, policy 

making system) as being essential for the maintanence of the nationality or 

nation within the multinational Soviet Union. 

Three 'mandatory' criteria are seen by the authoritative Institute of 

Ethnography as central to the definition of the 'ethnic community' (in our 
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terminology, nationality) and subsequently its persistences, whether that of a 

tribe or a nation. These criteria are defined by Kozlov as: 

Language. The most important means of intercourse be
tween people, is a precondition for the rise of many kinds 
of social organisms, including the ethnic community, for 
which it has special significance; 

Territory is primarily the pre-condition, the material base, 
for the formation of ethnic and of many other types of com
munity since people must, as a rule, in order to associate, 
live close to one another; and, 

Ethnic Self-Consciousness, the awareness of belong
ing to a definite people (narod ) manifests itself con
cretely in that a people's use of a single name for them
selves as a peop-Ie arises in the course of living together 
for a long time.13 

13. V. I. Kozlov, "Ethnography and Demography", in Soviet and 
Western Anthropology, ed. by Ernest Gellner (London, England, Duckworth 
& Co., 1980), pp. 78-81, 83-84. See p. 83 for a discussion of a fourth 
'mandatory' element, that of economic life: this has been ejected by Soviet 
ethnographers since it introduces insoiuable methodical problems. This 
remains true even as Kozlov notes that it is impossible for capitalists and 
proletarians to share the same ethnic community since their material culture 
differs to such an extent. For the significance placed on the role of language 
in ethnic persistence in Soviet ethnography, see S. Arutyonov, "Ethnography 
and Linguistics", in Gellner, op. cit., pp. 257-263. 
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Other criteria are sometimes cited in the extensive Soviet 

ethnographic Iiterature,14 but these three 'mandatory' criteria are the 

common factors. It is significant to note, however, that the third criteria, 

'ethnic self-consciousness', is by the logically contingent on the other two 

critieria. Thus, a Soviet nationality policy which meets the logical 

requirements of the langauge and territoriality criteria meets the formal 

(scientific) requirements of all three criteria. Within Soviet social sciences, it 

should be recalled that there are many divergent lines of thought, albeit 

within a usually loosely defined Marxist-Leninist terminological and 

theoretical framework (even within this framework there are some genuinely 

strange digressions).15 However language 16 and territoriality, do provide a 

the baseline for Soviet thought on ethnic perSistence and nationalities policy 

formulation. 

14. Kozlov, op. cit., p. 78. 
15. The degree to which precedent and guidelines for discourse 

are not provided by the body of Marxist-Leninist documents is amply 
illustrated by James Joseph Sanchez, "The Persian Constitutional Revolution 
in the Writings of V.!. Lenin: An Annotated Bibliography", Iranian Studies, 
forthcoming. 

16. Considering this domestic emphasis on languages de
velopment, and in light of the May 1924 decision of the Communist Party 
Central Committee (B) to publish the complete Marx and Engles "in Russian 
and other languages", that the record of publishing in languages considered 
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Unilinearity and Ecological Specialization: 

The Case of the Pomors 

The 'ethnos·17 in Soviet ethnographic terminology is an ethnic and 

linguistics group that is geographically dispersed. One example from Yu. 

Bromley is illuminating: the instance of a Russian splinter group, the 

17. Bromley offers the following definition: " ... an ethnic community 
proper or ethnos in the general sense of the word may be defined as an 
historically formed aggregate of people who share relatively stable features 
of culture (including language) and psychology, an awareness of their unity 

essential for Lenin's Asian strategy, Persia, Turkey and China, has been 
minimal. In 1917, only 12% of Marx and Engles works were available in 
Russian. As late as 1972, only 42% of a projected 100 volume collected 
works was available in Chinese. See Vsevolod Holubnychy, "Marxography 
and Marxology: What Is Known About Marx?", in Soviet Regional Planning. 
Selected Works of Vsevolod Holubnychy, ed. by Iwan S. Koropeckjy 
(Edmonton, Alberta, Canadian Institute ·of Ukrainian Studies, University of 
Alberta, 1982), pp. 351-380. Similarly, as Isaac Deutscher paraphrases Rosa 
Luxembourg, " ... the social-democratic movement in Europe had conducted its 
propaganda and agitation in the course of thirty or forty years on the basis of 
the first volume of Das Capital--that is, on the basis of a fragment", in 
Deutscher, "Marxism in Our Time", Marxism. Wars & Revolution. Essays from 
Four Decades (London, England: Verso Press, 1984), p. 246. 



57 

Pomors.18 The Pomors are a dramatic refutation of the unilinearity of 

history ,19 a key issue of long standing if obscure debate among Soviet 

18. Beyond Bromley's comments in the English translation of his 
op. cit., 1982, pp. 40-41, documentation on the Pomors is very limited. This 
lack of documentation is acute in the instance of their being a seperate 
nationality: indeed, Bromley's observation may be the beginning of the fact's 
obscure, but significant, existence. 

19. The attacks on the theory of historical unilinearity in Soviet 
Marxist thought can divided into two types: reinterpretation of the question of 
modes of production (whether Chayanov's secondary mode of production 
model, op. cit., or Geschiere and Raatgever's hegemony of a dominant mode 
of production), and simple rejection. Relevent in the latter case is Yu. I. 
Semenov's discussion or unilinearity in his "The Theory of Socio-Economic 

and their difference from othern similar groups, and an ethnonym which they 
give themselves", in Yu. Bromley Present-Day Ethnic Processes in the USSR 
(Moscow, RSFSR: Progress Press, 1982), pp. 154-155. I. Dragadze, in his 
"The Place of 'Ethnos' Theory in Soviet Anthropology", in Gellner, op. cit., pp. 
161-170, offers a close corollary: "Ethnos ... can be defined as a firm 
aggregate of people, historically established on a given territory, possessing 
in common relatively stable particularities of language and culture, and also 
recognizing their unity and difference from other similar formations 
(self-awareness) and expressing this in a self-appointed name (ethnonym)". 
Marxists, such as Wu and Semenov, and has been completely missed by 
Western scholarship. Although the Pomors are an obscure and tiny 
nationality, their importance comes from the basis for analogous reasoning 
that they provide: if a process can affect the Pomors, unquestionably once an 
element in the Great Russian nationality, the same process can take place 
elsewhere, among other Soviet nationalities. Hence, not the fact of the 
Pomor case is significant, but rather its logical implications provide insight 
into Soviet thinking on the possibilities of ethnic processes. 
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The Pomors20 are the descendents of Russian settlers along the 

coastlines of the White Sea. In terms of the typology developed by Fredrik 

Barth,21 they would represent one of a class of ethnic groups that has 

emerged as a product of ecological specialization. While the Western 

anthropologist would designate the Pomors an ethnic group, the current 

Soviet usage is to term them an 'internal segmentation' of a larger nationality, 

20. Among the few sources available in the Pomors, see: 
"Pomory", in The Great Soviet Encyclopedia, Volume 20 (Moscow, RSFSR: 
1981), p. 398; and, T.A. Alimova, "Russkaia Krest'ianskaia Pomorskaia 
Torgoviia s Severnoi Norvegeie (pervoe desialeyie XIX veka)", in 
Skandinavskii Svornik, 1977, No. 22, pp. 45-53. Curiously, the essays in 
Etnogenes i Ethnicheskaya Istoriya Narodoy Seyera, Moscow, RSFSR: 
Izdatel'stva Nauka, 1975, quite ignore the question of Pomor ethnogenesis. 
Perhaps, the question of Pomor differentiation may not have been an issue at 
that time. 

21. F. Barth. op. cit. 

Formations and World History", in Gellner, op. cit., p. 136. Semenov argues 
that the Marxist historical dialectic is not a deterministic construct and that a 
model of progressive historical development need not be invalidated by by 
societies that regress or collapse. There is, further, within contemporary 
Soviet ethnography no argument for the necessity of the unilinearity of ethnic 
processes. This instance of the Pomors, in the Russian Soviet context, is an 
unprecented case in point. And note that the Chinese Marxist Wu Oakun's 
"The Asiatic Mode of Production in History as Viewed By Political Economy in 
Its Broad Sense", in Marxism in China, ed. by Shaozhi, et aI., (London, 
England, Spokesman Press, 1985), p. 58, argues that even if Stalin argued 
for a unilinear interpretation of history, that Marx did not do so in his writings. 
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being a 'territorial part' of an ethnos. These terms are part of a detailed, 

heirarchical typology22 of the relationship of peoples in a multiethnic, 

multilingual society and their historical development. 

Uniquely, startlingly, in the instance of the Pomors. a nation is seen 

to have emerged from the Russian nationality, even if remaining part of the 

Russian ethnos. No stronger case can be presented against the persistence 

and domination of doctrines of unilinearity in Soviet historical thought. 

In light of the constant insistence by Western commentators that 

Soviet nationality policy has the sole goal of the merger of the Soviet 

nationalities into one large Soviet Nationality (Russian). Yu. Bromley's 

description of the emergence of a new ethnic group from out of the Russian 

people is doubly significant. The case of the Pomors is also an important one 

in light of the continuing debate over the role of Great Russian nationalism in 

ethnic processes in the Soviet Union. For proponents of Great Russian 

nationalism, whether as an instrument forcing the disintegration of the mUlti-

22. Soviet social sciences are heavily populated with intricate 
typologies: this then is a typical example of the Soviet approach to complex 
social science questions through the method of typology. Inevitably such an 
approach is better at observing than explaining. 
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ethnic state23 or as a movement allowing for a revival of the Russian people, 

the Pomor separative evolution argues that the Great Russians are as subject 

to ethic processes as any other Soviet nationality.24 

The case of the Pomors provides a model of the existence of 

divergent ethnoprocesses within a multinational and socialist stream of 

development, and provides such developments, which on their face violate 

the old principle of unilinearity, with unimpeachable legitimacy. Ecological 

specialization can take place and the process can be fully acceptable: such 

process is normative. Normative, scientific ethnic processes in the 

mutli-ethnic Soviet state can affect even the dominant Great Russian 

nationality. 

23. See Daniel Pipes and Zbigniew Brzezinski, as above in fn. 16. 
For the Soviet perception of this viewpoint. see I. Zenushkina, Soviet 
Nationalities Policy and Bourgeois Historians (Moscow, RSFSR, Progress 
Press, 1975), and R. Tuzmu- hamedov, How the National Question Was 
Solved in Soviet Central Asia (A Reply To the Falsjfers) (Moscow, RSFSR, 
Preogress Press, 1973). 

24. Consider the series of separative processes that gradually cut 
away the extent of the Uzbek territory: the establishment of a distinct Union 
Republic for the Tajik, and the creation of the Karakalpak ASSR for that part 
of the Karakalpak people living at the southern edge of the Aral Sea. Of the 
combined population for Tajik and Uzbek SSRs in 1979, some 20 million, 
about 10 million are Uzbeks, 4 million are Russians, 3 million Tajiks, and 1 
million are Karakalpaks. 'Separative' processes effectively halved the 
population under Uzbek ethnic hegemony. 
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However, of even more importance is the potential this process has 

in non-Russian areas of the Soviet Union. Arguing that such a process is 

acceptable and necessary among the Russians, by extension the process is 

just as normative and necessary among non-Russians. That is, not only is 

the progressive integration of peoples through ethno-assimilation a 

normative process, but the recognition that a people has emerged as a 

distinctive unit within an ethnos is normative. Soviet ethnographic attention 

can be focused on either processes of the creation of nationalities by fission 

or by fusion. The difference in emphasis is a polticial difference. 

The tactical exigencies of ethnic processes in the Soviet Union have 

required a broad range of tools. Justification of the process of ethnic 

emergence by the division of an older group, with its obvious potential for 

geopolitical manipulation, requires an unusually compelling sanction. 

Beyond the simple logic of the idea of ecological specialization (which does 

have great explanatory power), the example of the Pomors carries particular 

weight in Soviet discourse since it is the Russians themselves who can be 

seen to be subject to ethnographically' determined, and hence scientific, 

partition. 
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In contrast to the usual argument for the merger or convergence of 

socialist peoples in the Soviet Union, the Pomors provide an unassailable 

model for the scientific partition of po'pulations. If the Russian nationality can 

be partitioned by an impartial ethnographic science, why not the Kazakhs? If 

the Pomors warrant recognition as a distinct people, does not simple justice 

ask why should not the Kirghiz have equal treatment? 

Policy tools are purposive instruments. This much was established 

in the Soviet political vernacular by both Lenin and Stalin.25 The 

development of scientific ethographic instruments is undertaken as such tools 

are needed. At the same time that the Soviets have supported the 

convergence of peoples in the Soviet Union in general terms (through the 

development implicit in the Scientific-Technical Revolution), the same 

25. "Proletarian culture, which is socialist in content, assumes 
different forms and methods of expression among the various peoples that 
have been drawn into the work of socialist construction ... Proletarian in 
content and national in form--such is the universal human culture towards 
which socialism is marching. Proletarian culture does not cancel national 
culture, but it lends it content. National culture, on the other hand, does not 
cancel proletarian culture, but lends it form." Josef Stalin, Marxism and the 
National Question, New York, N.Y.: International Publishers, 1968, p. 210. 
See also Institute of Marxism--Leninism lenjnjsm and tbe National Question 
(Moscow, RSFSR, Progress Press, 1977); and Y.A. Andropov, "The USSR Is 
Sixty Years Old", in Nations and Peoples. The Soviet Experience (New York, 
NWR Publications, 1984), pp. 13-26. 
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policies have seen the requirement for the partition of peoples, the Kirghiz 

being separated from the Kazakhs, the radical fragmentation of the historical 

Uzbek region or Armenian heartland, and the unification of pre-national 

peoples. 

The Soviet model of the emergence of nations sees the earlier 

stages of development as being feudalism and tribalism. The historical 

record of the social and economic development of the Azerbaijani Turks 

incorporated into the Russian Empire leaves little doubt that the Azerbaijanis 

were 'pre-national'. In the same manner that the Soviet ethnographic 

science would prescribe ethnic boundaries for the Kazakh in the steppes, so 

too would the ethnic boundaries of the Azerbaijani region be drawn. But 

while the boundaries imposed on the Kazakh people would result in the 

creation of a distinct, 'independent' Kirghiz SSR, Soviet guided 

ethnoprocesses would drive the assimilation of pre-national elements from 

hinterland of the oil boom town of Baku into the Soviet Azerbaijani nationality. 
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The Soviet Azerbaijani Nationality 

The Azerbaijani Turks are a minority people on both sides of the 

border separating Iran and the Soviet Union. Historically, the partition of the 

Azerbaijani Turks took place with the annexation of Qajar lands by the 

Russian Empire in the 1840s. On both sides of the border, the Azerbaijani 

Turks constitute majorities in the areas in which they have traditionally lived: 

what are today termed the Azerbaijan SSR in the Soviet Union, and the 

ostans of East Azerbaijan and West Azerbaijan in Iran. In a minimal sense, 

then, both the Azerbaijani populations have some sense of territoriality. Only 

the Azerbaijanis in the Soviet Union have at least the formal right to 

autonomy. 

Logically, the demonstration of the existence of a nationality 

preceeds the delineation of its success in ethnic competition and its 

persistence. As is frequently true in the ethnically complex regions of the 

Middle East, Transcaucasia and Central Asia, the complex ethnic boundaries 

between peoples that characterize the Soviet southern tier are indistinct and 
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typically quite artificial. These boundaries are rather permiable and in 

consequence there is the occurance of numerous intermediate groups as 

emphasized by Barth.26 The region of Soviet Transcaucasia proper is of 

course surrounded by a virtual museum of relic peoples, tribes, isolated 

religious remnants, and small language groups. From the midst of such a 

setting, this section will outline the formation of the Soviet Azerbaijani Turks, 

since the modern people, which has been recognized as a Titular Nationality 

deserving its own Union Republic, is arguably a modern product. At even a 

cursory level of examination, the Soviet Azerbaijani meet the first criteria of 

ethnic persistence: territoriality (for Titular Nationalities, this correspondence 

is formally tautological). The Azerbaijanis, like their nationality-level 

neighbors in the Southern Tier do have this formal, if minimal guarantee of 

26. Fredrik Barth describes the ethnic frontier in Kurdistan as being 
a cultural 'fracture zone', in Principles of Social organizf'tipn in Southern 
Kurdjstan (Oslo, Norway: Universitetets Ethnografiske, 1&~~), p. 9; for the 
ethnic frontiers of the Pathan, see his "Introduction" and "Pathan Identity and 
Its Maintanence", in Ethnic Groups and Boundaries. The Socia! Organization 
of Cutture Djfference, ed. by Fredrik Barth (London, England, George Allen & 
Unwin, 1969) pp. 15-16 and 117-134 respectively; and, for the Marri Baluch, 
see Robert Pearson, compiled and analysed from his notes by Fredrik Barth, 
The Social Organization of the Marti 8alucb (New York, N.Y., Wenner-Gren 
Foundation for Anthropolgical Research, 1966), p. 106. In fact, the 
occasionally used term Soviet Middle East is far more accurate than either 
Transcaucasia or Central Asia. 
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their future persistence. There is a ragged edge to this guarantee in the 

possibility of separative procedures, but in the past such processes have 

been selective. It is not to be unexpected that even such minimal, formal 

guarantees have an affect. 

The support by nationalities for the mUlti-ethnic states is not without 

precedent in recent European pOlitical history and such support can be 

predicated on accurate perceptions of self-interest. The Czech Karel 

Havlicek, having become alienated from a Pan-Slavism he perceived as a 

tool of either the Poles or Russians (that is, the more aggressive and powerful 

Slavic peoples) and as no genuine guarantor of Czech national rights, would 

argue that, "The Austrian Monarchy is the best guanantee for the preservation 

of our and the lIIyrian nationality, and the greater the power of the Austrian 

Empire will grow, the more secure will our nationalities be."27 This 

Austro-Slavism would become the precedent, even if unacknowledged of the 

27. Hans Kohn, Pan-Slavism: Its History and Ideology (New York, 
N.Y., Vinage Books, second edition 1960), p .. 25. Considering that the two 
major European continental states. Austria-Hungary and Russia, both 
conducted minority policies allowing for considerable local exercise of 
cultural autonomy, and since these communities frequently had been 
annexed from the Ottoman Empire, it is curious that there has been no inquiry 
into the persistence of the Turko-Mongol ethno-political system in Europe. 
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Soviet nationalities policy.28 Contingent upon the development of the 

nationality, and as Stalin states, its content, is the degree to which the 

nationality can become a problem for central government: Stalin's strong 

attacks on the rise of bourgeiose nationalisms (such as Dashnakism and 

Zionism) after the failure of the Revolution of 1905 presages the degree to 

which guided development would characterize Soviet nationality policy.29 

However, the degree to which the Soviet Azerbaijani are a recent, if 

not to sayan entirely artificial, phenomenon is underlined by Isayev and 

Grant through the continuing ethnic and linguistic diversity within many 

nationalities, and in particular, in the the Soviet Azerbaijani nationality.30 

One measure of the internal segmentation of the Azerbaijani can be 

measured from the subject matter of the medical documentation that will be 

examined bibliometrically in chapter five. One recurring subject is the serious 

nature of the genetiC disorders in Azerbaijan, a product of long term and 

28. Frederick Engels, rather uncharitably, saw no more fitting role 
for the Austro-Slavs that to "have first of all the mission to perish in the 
revolutionary world tempest", quoted in Ib"id., p. 89. 

30. See, for example, Stalin "On the Road to Nationalism", 
Collected Works of Josef Stalin, Volume 2, 1905-1907 (Moscow, RSFSR, 
1954), pp. 295-299, reprinted from the newspaper Sotsial-Democrat, No. 3D., 
January 12, 1913; or, "The Social Democratic View of the National Question", 
Ibid, Vol. 1, 1901-1907, pp. 31-34. 
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continuing inbreeding, as pOinted out by Mitter and Novikov.31 No better 

indication of the lack of assimilation of the pre-national elements of the 

Azerbaijani Turkic people can be made. The parallel with isolated 

populations of Appalachia is a precise one: among some parts of the 

pre-national Azerbaijani population, social, cultural, and even genetic 

isolation, from the official Azerbaijani nationality is complete. 

Accordingly, this section will begin by defining the Azerbaijani 

Turkic population of the Soviet Union as a nationality distinct from the ethnic 

groups with which they have close contact. Certainly, the distinctions 

between other major Transcaucasian nationalities are historically and 

culturally apparent: Azerbaijanis can be distinguished from Armenians, 

Georgians, Kurds, or Persians with considerable linguistic and historical 

precision. Similarly, the small populations of peoples from outside the 

region, such as ethnic Russians,32 are easily distinguished from the local 

31. M.I. Isayev, "Language Construction and the Cultural Revolution 
in the USSR", in National Lanuages in the USSR: Problems and Solutions 
(Moscow, RSFSR, Progress Press, 1977), pp. 226-236, and Nigel Grant, 
"Problems and Developments in Teacher Education in the USSR", in School 
and Society, November 25, 1965. pp. 451-455. 

32. Wolfgang Mitter and Leonid Novikov, "Educational Policy and 
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peoples. Further, the degree to which detribalization and sedentarization 

has taken place and the degree to which other populations within the 

Azerbaijani Turkic ethnos have been assimilated in the official Azerbaijani 

Nationality adds an additional element of internal complexity and uncertainty 

to this process of definition. This distinction between the Azerbaijani Turkic 

ethnos and the Azerbaijani nationality, first used here, is critical to 

understanding the degree to which the elite of the official Azerbaijani 

nationality are dependent upon Soviet Power. Although the Azerbaijani 

Turks are a reasonably distinct population that inhabits the northwest of Iran 

and much of southeastern Transcaucasia in the Soviet Union, they are 

neither geographically neither separate from other peoples· ,33 

33. Note the small number of Russians in Azerbaijan (9.5% in 
1926,16.5% in 1939, 13.6% in 1959, 10% in 1970, and 7.9% in 1979, in Yu. 
Bromley, op. cit., 1985, p. 69) belies the putative trend towards a large 
Russian presence in the region: "While a mere handful of white faces will be 
all that will represent English suzerainty at Benares and Allahbad, Merv will 
be a Russian mart--another Kazan or Orenberg--and Baku, with a population 
of half a million or more Russians, the all powerful metropolis of the Caspian", 

Minority Issues in the Soviet Union", in Cultural Identity and Educational 
Policy, ed. by Colin Brock and Witold Tulasiewicz (London, England: Croom 
Helm, 1985), p. 120. Interestingly, of the Azerbaijani medical documentation 
covered in chapter five, fully 7.4% address genetic problems of isolated 
Azerbaijani populations. 
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nor an internally homogeneous ethnic or linguistic population. Accordingly, 

the process of definition is an essential one. 

The question of the ethnic definition of the Azerbaijani Turks can be 

approached from both the macro- and micro-scales. From a macro-scale little 

more than the context of the Azerbaijani ethnic question can be addressed. 

However, for Soviet Azerbaijan, the definition of the membership in the 

nationality can only be approached by a progressive refinement of the scale 

of description: the first step is·to find their historic place in the two 'worlds' out 

of which the Azerbaijani people have emerged: these being the Islamic 

(Shi'i) world and the Turkic world. The particular combination of 

characteristics of the Azerbaijani Turks that makes them distinctive from other 

peoples in the region is at the most fundamental level a question of 

ethno-Iinguistic Origins and religious culture. Minorskyobserves that the 

C. Marvin, in Region of Eternal Fire: Account of a Journey to the Petroleum 
Region of the Caspian in 1883, London, England: W. H. Allen & Co., 1888; 
reprinted Westport, Conn.: Hyperion Press, 1976, p. 314. With only 18% of 
the Russians in Azerbaijan are urban residents, the Russian urban 
population is one fifth of the prOjected of a century ago, and is declining. 
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Shahsevan, who are part of the Soviet Azerbaijani Nationality (who are 

described by him in what sounds like a contradiction in terms), as emerging 

in the early Safavi period as 'Shi'i Turkmen,.34 While in each respect they 

resemble the greater Turkic and Islamic populations from which the 

Azerbaijani Turkic ethnos emerged historically, the Persian and Turkish 

populations between whom they constituted a buffer zone, they differ from 

each group by their particular fusion of characteristics from each society. It is 

this distinctive combination that is the basis of the Azerbaijani nationality. 

Figure 2.1 b£llow provides a conceptual illustration of the place of the 

Azerbaijani between these two larger Islamic peoples. 

However, from this broad historical and cultural definition, it is 

reasonable to assume, and it is recognized on the basis of persisting dialect 

34. Vladimir Minorsky, "Shi'a Turkmans", in The Turks. Iran and the 
Caucasus in the Middle Ages (London, England, Valorum Reprints, 1978), 
Selection V, p. 869: no more concise statement of the hybrid origins of the 
Azerbaijani Turkic ethnos can be better draw together the strands of their 
ethnic history than this. In the historical development of the Azerbaijani 
ethnos, each Turkman group must in turn become Shi'a. 



Iranian 
Shl'a 

~ Azerbaijani 
Shl'a Turks 

72 

Figure 2.1. Venn Diagram of the Azerbaijani In the Turkic World. 
The Azerbaijani Turks occupy an anomolus position in both the Turkic and 
Islamic worlds. A Turkic people ~t the very heartland of the South Turkic 
linguistic region, they Azerbaijani differ from their South Turkic neighbors, the 
Turks and the Turkmen, who are both SunnL By contrast, the Azerbaijani are 
Shi'a, in common with the Iranians and for historical reasons. 
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differences35 that there is a wide diversity of peoples within the Azerbaijani 

Turkic ethnos of Azerbaijan.36 Note that of the five ethnic populations listed. 

only the urbanized Azerbaijani no longer have tribal components. The 

principle sUb-national groups within this ethnos are: 

Urbanized Azerbaijani: this is the population focused 
on Baku and which provides the core linguistic and cultur
al basis of the modern. official Azerbaijani Nationality 
in Soviet Azerbaijan. The urbanized Azerbaijani arose 
during the capitalist development period of Baku and its hin
terland and became the core for the official Nationality;37 

35. The degree to which the hinterland of Baku continues to be 
characterized by Azerbaijani minority groups is the continuing poor rate of 
Russian language learning. The dialect speakers. are learning under a 
double handicap. since the school dialect is a different dialect of Azerbaijani 
than the one they speak at home. so learning Russian for them is learning a 
third language, as their instruction is in a second language, Grant, op. cit.. 

36. "If the Ukraine, Byelorussia, part of Azerbaijan, and 
Armenia ... are excluded ... there remains some 30 millions predominantly 
Turkic people ... who have not yet reached capitalist development, have no 
industrial proletariat of their own, or almost none, either preserving ... a 
cattle-raising economy and a patriarchal. tribal way of life (Kirghizia) or 
having still not got much beyond a semi-patriarchal, semi-feudal way of life 
(Azerbaijan ... ) ... ", in Resolution of the Tenth Congress of the Russian 
Communist PartY (8) on the National Question. 

37. Seweryn Bialer, Stalin's Successors: Leadership. Stability, 
and Change ;n the SOViet Union (Cambridge, England, Cambridge University 
Press, 1980), p. 208. notes: " ... to the extent that ethnically non-Russian 
regions were swept by the tide of modernization, they have developed a new 
type of intense, urban-centered ethnic identity". This process was especially 



Alrumy: This is the Azerbaijani Turkic population of the 
western part of Azerbaijani SSR and of Armenia SSR. Still 
semi-nomadic, their principal occupations are stockbreed
ing and farming; 

Karapapakh: These Turkic people inhabit the eastern edge 
of the Azerbaijan SSR and are scattered throughout Kurdi
stan and Transcaucasia in small numbers. Some were de
ported from Georgia as 'Meshketans' to Kazakhstan.38 
Their last appearance in a Soviet census is 1926;39 
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38. One complication in determining the extent and numbers of the 
Azerbaijani Turks is the muddled question of the Meshketian Turks. The 
Meshketan Turks, it is argued, have emerged as a distinct people (if not 
formal nationality) subsequent to their mass deportation from southern 
Georgia in November 1944. At that moment, they were reclassified from 
Azerbaijanis to Meshkitan Turk. Not rehabilitated with most of the deported 

intense in Azerbaijan with the emergence of Baku as an oil boomtown. 
Boomtown Baku was also the site of intense conflicts between ethnic groups, 
such as that which saw the displacement of Azerbaijani teamsters by the 
construction of pipelines, Robert W. Tolf, The Russian Rockefellers, (Stanford, 
Calif., Hoover Institution, 1976), and consider that the majority of the wealth in 
Baku fell into the hands of the Armenians, pp. 99-101. The creation of class 
divisions along ethnic lines in capitalist-tsarist Russian laid the basis for not 
only the rise of ethnic violence, but of the Black Hundreds in the wake of the 
1905 Revolution and of the strength of the Bolsheviks in Baku. As a 
consequence of the intensification of ethnic conflict along class lines, the civil 
war struggle for dominance of Baku was undertaken largely along ethnic 
lines: the Armenian nationalists fought the Azerbaijanis, whether under the 
early flag of the Army of Islam supported by Turkey or under the Bolshevik 
flag of armies that would come from the north. 



Padar: This population lives in the eastern region and the 
Caspian Sea coastal regions. Many remain semi-nomadic 
pastoralists; and 

Shahsevan: The Mishkin moiety of the Shahsevan confed
eration was absorbed by the Russian Empire in the early 
nineteenth century and continues as pastoralists in the 
northern Mughan steppe. This is presumably the largest 
remaining semi-tribal people.40 
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40. See Richard Tapper, "Nomads and Commissars in the 
Mughan Steppe: The Shahsevan Tribes in ther Great Game", in The Conflict 
of Tribe and State in Iran and Afghanistan, ed. by Richard Tapper (London, 
England, Croom Helm, 1985), pp. 401-435. 

nationalities in 1956-1957, they would however be reclassified as 
Azerbaijani Turks in 1968. The actual 'historical' membership of the 
Meshketan Turks, as defined by the deportation, included: Meshketen Turks, 
Karapapakh, detribalized Turkmen, Kurds, Khemsin (Turkified Sunni 
Armenians that formed a local aristocracy under Ottoman rule: numbering 
629 in Adzaria in the 1926 Census), and perhaps some peoples from 
Kabarino-Balkaria. The principle sources for the Meshketan deportation and 
subsequent history are: Robert Conquest, "Russia's Meshketians--A Lost 
People", in The Times (London, England), August 5, 1970; and, S. Enders 
Wimbush and Ronald Wixman, liThe Meshketian Turks: A New Voice in 
Soviet Central Asia", Canadian Slavonic Papers, Vol. 17, No. 2-3 (1975), pp. 
320-340. The role of deportation in creating peoples should not be 
summarily dismissed, the Mongol transfer of the Karakalpak along the Syr 
Oarya as a buffer against the Turkmen or the Byzantine creation of Little 
Armenia, both trapped and preserved them for centuries. One wonders how 
the movement of Hmongs from southeast Asia will appear in future centuries. 

39. There numbering 6316, Ibid., p. 322. Note in Yu. Bromley, op. 
cit, 1985, p. 72, that "In the 1939 and subsequent censuses the Adzhars 
declared themselves to be Georgians". 
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Note that there are no separate population statistics published for the 

subnational elements of the Azerbaijani Turkic ethnos. This omission is 

consistent with the Soviet policy of the development of and support for the 

official Azerbaijani nationality to the exclusion of possible competing 

'nationalisms' among the Azerbaijani. 

At the same time that there is a very diverse Turkic population 

constituting the Azerbaijani nationality, the SSR, owing to its historical 

emergence as a major oil producing center and hence a regional center for 

better employment opportunities, the Great Soviet Encyclopedia notes within 

its boundaries a mosaic of Russian, Armenian, Ukrainian, Jewish, Tatar, 

Lezghin, Avar, Udin, Tsakhur, Kurdish and Tat peoples.41 However, the 

individual and nationality in such complex ·societies have at least formal 

guarantees: the "moral code" of the Party insists upon "friendship and 

brotherhood among all peoples of the USSR".42 Such a formal code does 

41. "Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic", in Volume 1, op. cit., p. 
549: there the populations are cited as Azerbaijani 3777000, Russians 
510000, Armenians 484000, Lezghins '137000, Avars 17300, Tats 5900, 
Udins 3200, Tsakhurs 2900, and Kurds 1500. 

42. Richard T. DeGeorge, Soviet Ethics and Morality, Ann Arbor, 
Mich.: University of Michigan Press, 1969, p. 83, section 10. 
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not, however, prevent a divergence in socio-economic or cultural 

development among the Soviet Nationalities. For example, that there is a 

tremendous difference in levels of industrialization between the Republics in 

the USSR (the most industrialized Republics are RSFSR, Ukraine and 

Azerbaijan, in that order), is explained by Bromley as being the result of their 

having 'All-Union importance,.43 

In examining the socio-economic divergence among Soviet 

Nationalities, five measures will be used,44 on a relatively limited set of 

Republics: only the eight southern tier Republics and the RSFSR are 

included. The five selected Sovietization trend measures are presented 

below in Table 2.1. This follows Motyl in scope, if not in measures: "Do the 

Uzbeks compare themselves with Baits? Probably nOl".45 These measures 

43. Yu. Bromley, op. cit., 1985, pp. 75-76. 
44. These five indicies should be compared with those selected by 

Motyl, op. cit., 1986 p. 51. The indicies he uses to compare inter-Republic 
development are: population, urbanization, workers, white-collar workers, 
books, and CP members. These measures are cited in an effort to determine 
the degree to which the resources of the Ukraine SSR and controlled by 
ethnic Ukrainians, as opposed to ethnic Russians. 

45. Ibid., p. 59. 
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Percentage 

Republic Sou Urb Lan Bil Edu Trend 

Azer 86.0 60.8 97.9 29.5 33.0 +4 

Armenia 65.6 93.3 90.7 38.6 59.1 +2 
Georgia 96.1 59.8 98.3 26.7 73.4 +2 

Kazakh 80.7 17.1 97.5 52.3 51.3 
Kirghiz 88.5 17.0 97.9 29.4 60.6 +2 
Tajik 77.2 38.6 97.8 29.6 46.4 +2 
Turkmen 93.2 43.3 98.7 25.4 48.8 +4 
Uzbek 93.2 41.2 98.5 49.3 49.7 +2 

RSFSR 82.6 87.2 99.5 nfa nfd -1 

Table 2.1 Sovietization of the Southern Tier. Sources: all historical 
trend data taken from Yu. Bromley, Present-Day Ethnic Processes in the 
USSR (Moscow, RSFSR: Progress Press, 1982): for the ethnic boundaries 
[Bou], see p. 66; for percentage of urbanization in Republics by Titular 
Nationality [Urb], see p. 100; for percentage of Nationality claiming official 
national language as mother tongue [Lan], see p. 147; for percentages of 
bilingual speakers of Russian language [BiI], see p. 151; and for education at 
higher or secondary level [Edu], see p. 153; nfa means not applicable; nfd 
means no data. The index numbers represent the sum of positive or negative 
trends for the percentage figures for boundaries, urbanization, mother 
tongue, and bilingualism: comparable data not available for secondary and 
higher education: hence the highest trend score possible is +4. 
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are: ethnic boundaries, measured here in terms of the concentration of a 

Nationality in its Titular Republics; urbanization, as a dependent variabie 

indicating economic development; degree to which members of a Republic 

claim the official language of the Nationality as their mother tongue; 

bilingualism in Russian; and years of education in secondary or higher 

institutions. In addition, the aggregate trend of indicators is signified by an 

indication of the number of categories that have seen improvement during the 

period of Sovietization: for ethnic boundaries 1926-1970; for urbanization 

1959-1970; for mother tongue usage 1926-1970; and for bilingualism in 

Russian 1970-1979. Sovietization is used here as the logical opposite of 

Russification, although both pOlicies logically support bilingualism in the 

Russian language. 

If comparative institutional development is to be measured, then the 

environmental context of the development process must be examined: such 

an environment can only be termed Sovietization. For the institutional 

development process is by definition a process of creating Soviet institutions. 

In seeking significant changes in the socio-cultural and organizational 

environment of the southern tier, structural processes of Sovietization are the 

only possible alternative explanations for development: but a simple 
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Sovietization model of unilinearity and equality would yield a set of equal 

aggregate trend measures: by contrast to such an expectation, the simple 

measures of Sovietization indicate significantly different accomplishments 

among the Republics. 

Although the trend measure in Table 2.1 notes a considerably 

greater progress in Sovietization process in the Azerbaijan and Turkmen 

SSRs, these admittedly preliminary aggregate trend measures should be 

considered a most tenative indicator. These measures are, however, the 

basis for the later discussion in chapters four and five. Rather than being 

provided to illustrate the difference in Sovietization processes, this set of data 

is presented as a baseline for considering the trends and magnitude of the 

guided ethnic processes in the southern tier of Republics that can be 

subsumed under the name Sovietization. 
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Conclusion 

This chapter, beginning with an outline of Soviet ethnographic 

thought on the development of nationalities concludes with a description of 

the condition of the Azerbaijani nationality in its Titular Republic. Certainly, 

this description of the condition of the Soviet Azerbaijani nationality is heavily 

dependent on official Soviet sources. Especially heavy reliance has been 

placed on the official and definitive statistics of Yu. Bromley's Institute of 

Ethnography. While a significant reliance on Soviet statistics is 

commonplace, the near exclusive reliance on Bromley's recent compilation is 

intended to provide a coherent representation of the Azerbaijani (and the 

Republics with which it is suggest Azerbaijan is in competition: the Southern 

Tier Republics) that is close to the official perception. There is also the 

practical problem that there exists no comprehensive body of statistics for 

Soviet nationalities other than those prepared by the Soviet government. 

Although the extent of the 'unificatory' processes in the Azerbaijani 

Turkic ethnos are questioned, since it is clear that the complete assimilation 
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of the Azerbaijani minorities is far from complete, the baselining of the 

Azerbaijani condition relative to its immediate neighbor nationalities is the 

goal of this review. To begin a comparative analysis of the institutional 

development from a basis other than the official perception would be 

fallacious (even if it were possible). It is the argument of this study that there 

are clear variances between official nationality policy and policy as 

implemented, and that a quantitative analysis of this variance is possible. 

Hence, it is necessary to begin with the official position of the Institute of 

Ethnography, at the All-Union level. If differences can be found in the 

histories of institutional development among the Republics of the Soviet 

Southern Tier in Soviet statistics, the patterns will have greater validity than if 

the basis of analysis were to be sources hostile to the Soviet Union. After 

clarification of the method in chapter three, the Soviet data will be examined 

in chapters four and five. 
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Chapter Three: 

Research Method 

Although it is common knowledge that the scale of information 

available in the post World War Two era is affecting a change in perspective 

that parallels the change in quantity of information (the so called 'information 

explosion'), social sciences have been too prone to overlook some of the 

more interesting possibilities that the development of such a vast body of 

documentation offers. In a period in which information was defined in terms 

of sparsity, the researcher was able to undertake studies that could include 

much of the information that had been created and preserved about a topic or 

region. However, in the present situation, when relevent documents can 

number in the thousands and be found among scores of disciplinary 

specializations, it is less possible to undertake comprehensive analysis of 

regions. The despair of the single scholar confronted by such inchoate 

masses of data have led even industrious scholars as the late E.H. Carr to 

lament the passing of a period when the individual can undertake major 
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historical projects. The body of method for the analysis of trends in 

information assembly and dissemination is termed bibliometrics. 

Bibliometrics is a method that allows for the measurement of flows of 

information in a complex and global system. Bibliometric data can stand 

alone in the same sense as can historical research: considered in 

conjunction, the two bodies of data can shed light on many obscure 

institutional and socio-cultural processes. This study will use historical and 

bibliometrics (through descriptive statistics derived from bibliometrics) to 

approach a redefinition of question of regional, multi-ethnic history. 

Information is in a very fundamental sense an epi-phenomenon: 

hence the quantitative data describing information flows, which is in fact 

epi-epi-phenomenal, can be treated as nominally epiphenomenal with no 

serious loss of analytical power. The significance of bibliometric data in this 

rather unusual study (a study that admittedly lies far outside the bibliometrics 

mainstream) lies not so much in the quanitification of information flows, but 

rather in its singular imaging of the institutional systems that underlie and 

generate information products. 

By definition, published information is a generated product. The 

characteristics of the generated information explain a great deal about the 
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characteristics of the generators, such generators being institutions. 

Accordingly, addressing this methodical problem has resulted in an 

specialized, if restricted, technique of comparative institutional analysis: 

geobibliometrics. Before directly addressing the question of the use of 

geobibliometrics, the basic techniques and subject matter of the method of 

bibliometrics will be reviewed. This review will be largely in fields of the 

application of bibliometrics in library and information sciences. Upon this 

review, however, the technique of geobibliometrics in area studies will be 

explained. 

Bibliometrics 

The body of technique called bibliometrics has at its core a simple 

proposition that information about information can have value in the 

evaluation and analysis of the original information. The basic data for 

bibliometrics is compilations of bibliographic description of a literature. So, at 

its most basic level, bibliometrics allows for the description of the 
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development of new information fields,1 of the growth of literatures,2 or of the 

scale of overlooked Iiteratures.3 In general, the basic elements of 

bibliometrics include the identification of core literatures, the statistical 

measure of the diffusion of ideas, the classification of the segments of a 

literature,4 and the citation analysis of literatures, among many other 

techniques. 

Citation analysis, which is a major part of bibliometric analysis, and 

which provides a paradigm for the character of the application of bibl~ometric 

analysis in general, has been used in principally in the study of the diffusion 

1. G. Magyar, "Bibliometric Analysis of a New Research Subfield", 
in Journal of Documentation, Vol. 30, No.1 (March 1974), pp. 32-40. 

2. E.1. Summers, "Microcomputers Add a New Technological 
Innovation in Education: Growth of the Related Journal LiteratU'te", in 
Educational Technology Vol. 25, No.8, (August 1985), pp. 5-14; and James 
Joseph Sanchez, Bibliography of Universally Ayailable Curricylum Materials 
for Eastern European Languages: Bulgarian. Byelorussian. ·Czech. Slovak 
and Ukrainian (Tucson, Arizona: Tucson Applied Linguistics Group, 1985), 
pp. ii-iv. 

3. James Joseph Sanchez, "Bibliometric Examination of 
Government Documents Disseminated Through NTIS on Middle Eastern 
Topics for Iran, Iraq, Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Syria for 1966-1985", in MELA 
Notes [Middle East Librarians Association], No. 39, Fall 1986. 

4. Joseph C. Donohue, Understanding Scientific Literatures: A 
Biliometric Approach (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1973). 
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of ideas through literatures, or in the diffusion of ideas between countries.5 

Citation a"alysis is, then, the mainstream in bibliometrics to place the 

information flows in a broader context.S The bibliometric data is also 

developed by libraries for the practical and exclusive application of 

determining collections policy? 

While bibliometric methods have been widely used. for the study of 

the productivity of individual authors (what I will call below a inherent 

co-variable of the title), the application of the same data to the study of 

regionally defined institutions has received only indirect attention. The only 

5. See, for example, Charlie Deuel Hurt III in Identification of 
Important Literature in Quantum Mechanics; Investigation of an Bibliometric 
and Historical Method, Dissertation (Madison, Wis.: University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, 1981), and in "Conceptual Citation 
Frequency--Quantum Mechanics and Elementary Particle Physics", in 
Czechoslovak Journal of Physics, Vol. B36, 1985, pp., 62-64, and J.K. 
Swinburne, "Information Use and Transfer By British and French Scientists. 
A Standard of Two Groups", in Journal of Information Science Principles and 
Practice, Vol. 6, No. 23 (April 1983), pp. 75-80. 

6. M.K. sollen, "Bibliometrics in Information Science. A Citation 
AnalYSis of Two Academic Library Journals", College & Research Libraries, 
Vol. 45, No.2 (May 1984), pp. 129-132; Hjerppe Roland, An Oytline of 
Bibliometrics and Citation Analysis (Stockholm, Sweden: Royal Institute of 
Technology, October 1978), ED-167-077. 

7. K. Subramanyan, "Criteria for Journal Selection", in Special 
Libraries, Vol. 66, No.8 (August 1975), pp. 367-371. 
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instance in the literature of the use of bibliometrics for an explicit, comparative 

study of institutional productivity comes from a study undertaken in Leiden. 

In that study,8 the University of Leiden collected and analysed 

bibliometric data in order to gauge the comparative productivity of two 

faculties within the University system. Although the data is assembled only 

for units with a single institution, the comparative trends of the development of 

literatures are analysed. This is a similar, although smaller scale application 

of the technique that will be used for the comparative institutional analysis 

that follows for the Soviet Southern tier. Within a different conceptual 

framework, the development of quantum mechaniCS, Hurt examines the 

central historical and institutional role of Gottingen Universitat.9 

Similarly, although there has been an occasional mention in the 

information science literature of the potential of database systems for large 

scale bibliometric data collection in aree. studies,1 0 little in this respect has 

8. H.F., Moed, et aI., "The Use of Bibliometric Data As Tools For 
University Research Pcilicy", in International Journal of Institutional 
Management in Higher Education, Vol. 9, No.2 (July 1985), pp. 185-194. 

9. Charlie Duett Hurt III, op.cit., 1981, p. 140. 
10. See, for example, Charles L. Gilreath, "AGRICOLA: A Multi 

Purpose Data Base for Agricultural and Life Sciences Libraries", in Serials 
Librarian Vol. 3, No. 1 (Fall 1978), pp. 89-95; and, Donald T. Hawkins, 
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been done. Only the article "Bibliometric Examination of Government 

Documents Disseminated Through NTIS on Middle Eastern Topics for Iran, 

Iraq. Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Syria for 1966-1985",11 is the only article that 

applies bibliometrics to an area studies literature, in the usual 

historical-geographic sense of area studies. 

Geobibliometrics 

Geobibliometry is a application of the data generated through 

bibliometric data collection techniques to spatial inquiries. By the 

disaggregation of the implicit dependent variables locked within the 

conventional data of bibliometry, qualitative insights can arise and be 

empirically demonstrated. The method emerged as a result of thought on the 

methodical problems of bibliometry and builds upon the modest reflections in 

11. James Joseph Sanchez, op. cit., 1986. 

"Unconventional Uses of On-Line Information Retrieval Systems for On-Line 
Bibliometric Strudies", in Journal of the American Society of Information 
Sciences, Vol. 28, No.1 (January 1977), pp. 13-18. 
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the article by the present author in "Bibliometric Examination of Government 

Documents Disseminated Through NTIS on Middle Eastern Topics for Iran, 

Iraq, Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Syria for 1966-1985". There a data set was 

generated with several tenative suggestions for analysis. 12 

There have been some preliminary efforts towards the kind of broad 

comparative institutional development analysis that will be undertaken here: 

these are noted in the foregoing review of the bibliometrics literature. While 

local, internal institutional analysis have been undertaken by Moed, and 

where Hurt identified the key institution in the development of a scientific 

literature, here the frame of analysis is regional; where basic descriptive 

statistics have been developed in each of Gilreath, Hawkins, and Sanchez,13 

here these statistics will be used to probe the underlying institutional 

structures of regions. This study and technique builts on the work of the past, 

but concentrates on the spatial, regional, dimension of the data that is 

collected. 

Implicit in all bibliometric data which quantifies the number of titles 

in a literature is several sets of implicit co-variables. Each or all of these 

12. Ibid., op. cit., 1986. 
13. These five sources are discussed immediate above this section. 
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co-variables can be readily disaggregated for analysis, contingent on the 

purpose and logic of the bibliometric research. Several of the obvious (even if 

frequently overlooked), implicit co-variables, such as author or authors, place 

of publication, location of the corporate author agency or sponsoring agency, 

and location of the subject matter have clear and meaningful geographic 

significance. Logically. any single bibliometric data set can be used to 

create a set of geographically defined data. 

Determining which type of geobibliometric data has relevence in a 

given case is, as always, subject to the relevence, tested by the degree to 

which an argument and its conclusion is convincing, explanatory, logical, and 

is not' contradicted by arguments having greater explanatory power. 1 4 

Geobibliometrics is a technique within the bibliometrics method for analysis 

of institutions as they are reflected through their intellectual 'products'. The 

analysis of institutions is seldom undertaken from a quantitative, geographic 

prespective, but institutional activities and products necessarily have a spatial 

character. This spatial character of the institutional analysis makes relevent 

14. Charlie Deuel Hurt III, op.cit., 1981, pp. 21, 145, 147, makes a 
vaguely similar point. 
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a very large body of spatial data. Geobibliometric analysis has, then, an 

inherent opportunity for comparative study. 

In a simple demonstration of the explanatory power of the use of 

bibliometric data collection and analysis, assume that institutions generate 

information products at some standard rate of productivity. This assumption is 

one which is precisely parallel to that of Moed. For a given institutional unit of 

resources, a corresponding volume of information products are generated. 

Such geobibliometric data can be also checked against and compared with 

alternative spatial data through historical comparison (such as population 

growth, education, literacy, or urbanization) in order to measure of 

inter-regional and intra-regional equity through institutional development and 

accessibility. 

Geobibliometrics allows the correspondence between bodies of 

data (and implicitly the underlying phenomena: here read institutions) that 

have eluded meaningful comparative or quantitative analysis: intellectual 

'products' and spatially-defined demographic, economic and industrial data. 

The overriding significance of this correspondence is that the conclusions and 

goals of geobibliometrics differ significantly from the conclusions and goals of 

mainstream bibliometrics since there exists data from which sufficient 
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verification of the results of geobibliometrics can drawn and which, 

accordingly, allow for a tremendous extension of the range of analysis. 

The logic of integrating geobibliometric data with regional analysis 

represents both a process of mutual verification and of the modification or 

extension of analysis based on other means. The process of comparison 

strengthens the geobibliometric analysis as it sheds new light through the 

quantitative analysis of regional intellectual 'production'. 

Thus, bibliometrics and the specialized geobibliometric application 

that will be demonstrated herein, are subtle techniques for structural and 

institutional analysis that are independent of putative policy, and rather 

quantify the cumulative implementation of policy. Properly viewed, 

bibliometrics is an instrument of great power for the measurement and 

analysis of policy at the workstation level: geobibliometrics is then a method 

for collecting data suitable for comparative regional studies that images the 

role of every significant actor in information processes at this micro level 

ithroughout the region to be studied. 

In a practical sense, however, one obstacle that emerges in a 

detailed examination of the existing database is the relative degree to which 

second-language publications in Soviet languages have been generated. In 
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fact, almost all second-language Sov~et documents that are accessible (that is 

in the literature indexed by the international databases) on language, 

medicine or engineering are published in Russian language. As noted in the 

introduction to Appendix A, the use of second-language linguistic studies of 

Karakalpak did not select Russian documents: without reference to the place 

of publication (Karakalpak ASSR, Armenia SSR, Azerbaijan SSR, or Uzbek 

SSR), no non-Russian Soviet second-language publications are cited 

(although three Karakalpak documents were identified in the original 

enumerative bibliography). Therefore, following the case study, every data 

set will be drawn exclusively from the set of Russian second-language 

publications. 

Table 3.1 illustrates this problem of second-language documentation 

quite clearly. The absolute difference in the scale of document gener- ation in 

the two databases used herein is staggering. Consider the difference in 

Medline between the language coverage for the Russian language with 

121,944 documents, and Uzbek with precisely zero. This tremendous 

variation makes the use of Russian a ne'cessity, but a necessity that does no 

damage to the requirements of this study. Since the role of Russian language 

is a constant, as the lingua franca of the Soviet Union, the use of Russian as a 
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consistent second-language increases the comparability of the data for each 

Republic. Hence, the very real question of relative language modernization 

(development of technical terminologies, etc.) that could be raised if the 

analysis were to be based on discrete languages in each of several of the 

several southern tier languages need not be an issue. The use of 

Russian-language as a qualitative factor in all bibliometric data compiled for 

this study eliminates the problem of data which might not be comparable if the 

languages used were at different levels of development, and at differing levels 

of international dissemination. 

However, a demonstration of the utility of the geobibliometric 

application is a logical preliminary to a more substantive discussion of the 

requirements of its implementation throughout this study. Since the 

geobibliometric technique will be used on a sub-regional, regional, and 

All-Union analYSis of the Soviet Azerbaijani Nationality, a precise if modest 

example of its application is appropriate. 
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Language Medline MLA 

Russian 121944 17073 

Azerbaijani 0 1 

Armenian 38 170 
Georgian 1 17 

Kazakh 0 2 
Kirghiz 0 1 
Tajik 0 5 
Turkmen 0 16 
Uzbek 0 7 

Table 3.1 Comparison Between Documentation In Russian 
Language and the Southern Tier National Languages in the 
Medline and MLA Databases. Sources: Medline and MLA databases. 



97 

Karakalpak language and Karakalpak Institutional Linkages: 

A Case Study 

The possibilities of geobibliometrics are explained most clearly 

through the development of a simple case study. A rather clear case of the 

use of a selected literature for the analysis of the structure of inter-ethnic 

relations on a regional basis (and rather incidentally the relative levels of 

institutional development of the peoples of the region) can be developed in 

the instance of Karakalpak ASSR (this term being used consistently in place 

of the older term, Karakalpakistan). a sub-division within the Uzbek SSR. 

The Karakalpak language is one of many smaller Turkic languages 

'of the Soviet Union. The Karakalpak language speakers are somewhat 

distinctive in having an Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (ASSR) in the 

Uzbek SSR: all other ASSRs are located in the immense RSFSR. Some 

Karakalpak do live in the Fergana Valley speaking a different dialect. In 
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recent censuses these Karakalpaks have choosen to have themselves 

recorded as Uzbeks.15 

Soviet language policy specifies that the Nationalities that have 

reached the status of having a Titular Republic (and all that that means in 

terms of institutional development and infrastructure), will have their 

languages supported at a relatively high level. Good statistics are available 

allowing the analysis of the emphasis on non-Russian languages, and on 

how this emphasis varies over time. Rather less information is available on 

the languages of the ASSR peoples: the documentation of language at the 

ASSR-Ievel and below is considered an intractable problem. 

The basis of the analysis of the relationship between the Titular 

Nationalities of the SSRs and the smaller peoples of the ASSRs must be built 

on the bibliO(1raphy of those smaller languages: no alternative data is 

accessible. While it is a difficult matter to collect adequate bibliographic data 

on publishing in the various smaller languages of the Soviet Union, one area 

15. "The Kara-kalpaks of Ferghana", Central Asian Review, Vol. 9, 
No.1, (1961), p. 50. 
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that is unusually well documented at the international level is language and 

linguistic studies. Logically enough, for a language to be in vital and 

sustainable use, it is necessary that publications on the language exist: 

language documents have a compelling necessity in a way that documents 

on, say, chemotherapy or nuclear physics do not have. It is particularly 

important that such documents exist where the implementation of language 

policy is a major important element in a national, here All-Union, nationalities 

policy. Hence, for language and linguistics, the biblio- graphy is relatively 

well developed and quite available. 

The enumerative bibliography appearing as Appendix A is a 

compre- hensive bibliography of the materials available for the study of 

Karakalpak language in both the Soviet Union and elsewhere cited in or 

available through Western sources. The listing is derived from a 

bibiliography by Sanchez 16 which is the first American publication on 

Karakalpak language in a quarter century and the first bibliography on 

Karakalpak language ever produced in the English language. Taking into 

16. James Joseph Sanchez, Enumerative Bibliography of 
Contemporary Karakalpak Language (Tucson, Ariz.: Tucson Applied 
linguistics Group, 1986). 
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consideration that the Titular languages of the SSRs are well mapped in a 

bibliographic sense, the research frontier for understanding Soviet language 

policy clearly is to be founded among the ASSR-Ievel languages and those 

smaller still. At the same time, however, the bibliometric use of data even at 

the SSR-Ievel has been neglected. In this case study on Karakalpak 

language only second-language publications will be considered since 

second-language publications have a high likelihood of entering the 

international literature. Such a consideration results in the discarding of only 

three Karakalpak documents produced in the 1930s. This reliance on Soviet 

produced second-language documentation is significant for both methodical 

and logical reasons: methodical requirements are more nearly met as a 

database approaches completeness; logical requirements are met since the 

demonstration of inter-ethnic linkages is more probable in a literature 

constituting a channel of inter-ethnic communication than by a literature that 

constitutes an intra-ethnic channel of communication. 

It should be noted that the study of the Karakalpak SSR through the 

cumulative body of lingusitic documentation is a rather special case at the 

time. Although chapter five will build upon the large second-language 

medical documentation for the southern tier Republics. such a study for 
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Karakalpak ASSR would not be feasible: there is no second-language 

medical documentation available. The logical basis for this case study is 

reinforced by the impossibility of extending the study even into such a basic 

literature as that of medical documentation. 

Beginning to examine the publication of language studies and 

reference materials for the Karakalpak langauge in second languages, it is 

immediately clear that something is going on (Figure 3.1 illustrates the origins 

of the publications). While a plurality of 39% of the second language 

publications have been produced in Karakalpak ASSR, only a small number 

come from Uzbek SSR in which Karakalpak ASSR is formally located. 

Instead, large numbers of Karakalpak documents have been generated 

outside the region. The RSFSR and Azerbaijan, by contrast, produced very 

large shares of the second language materials, 26% and 22% respectively. 

While it might be expected that Uzbekistan SSR would have a major 

role in the study and development of the Karakalpak language, its role is only 

slightly larger than that of Armenia. Armenia cannot be considered to have 

the relationship that the proximity and admistrative linkages must create 

between Uzbekistan and Karakalpak ASSR. While the relatively high 

ranking of Armenia in relation to Uzbekistan is based on a small production of 
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Figure 3.1. Spatial Distribution of the Place of Publication of 
Russian Language Publications on Karakalpak Language. See 
Appendix A for data. 
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documents and can only be a product of the tradition significance of 

Armenian scholarship, this similar level of Republics at such different 

distances from Karakalpak ASSR is remarkable. This linkage makes a 

strong case for the role of some policy instrument having reduced the relative 

productivity of Uzbek document generation capabilities. 

Figure 3.2 provides a another perspective on the structure of the 

second language publishing trends in Karakalpak language, with a simple 

distance ranking scheme: Karakalpak-originated documents are weighted 

with 1.0. Uzbekistan with 2.0, the two Transcaucasian SSRs of Armenia and 

Azerbaijan with 3.0, and the· RSFSR with 4.0. That is, the number of 

publications produced by each area is multiplied by a factor which ranks the 

areas in an arithemetic order by distance from Nukus. 

Interestingly. the results of this simple operation produce a ranking 

which almost drops Uzbekistan from sight. Notionally. this simple ranking 

might be tentatively considered as a ranking of the magnitude of institutional 

investment represented by the level of publications noted. As the distance 

between the Karakalpak ASSR increases, the publications increasingly 

represent a special effort to produce, as Karakalpak language skills become 
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Figure 3.2. Weighted Spatial Distribution of Russian Language 
Publications on Karakalpak Language. This chart combines notional 
arithemetic and exponential weighting of the increased scale of institutional 
resources commitments the publications and concomitant research efforts to 
produce the documents required. 
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the province of specialists (even if these specialists are Karakalpaks who 

have been relocated) instead of the language of daily life. 

This consideration makes doubly significant the weakness of the 

Uzbek posture in second language publishing in Karakalpak language. The 

ethnic policy imaged by this analysis is one which demonstrates a tendency 

towards much stronger ties between Nukus and Baku. than between adjacent 

ethnic centers in Uzbekistan SSR. Is it significant to recall that Baku was the 

old regional capital for much of old imperial Turkestan? The relationship 

illustrated here demonstrates little has changed in the relationships smaller 

peoples have with Baku. even with the end of the formal role of regional 

capital of the Caspian region. 

As a means of checking the validity of the interpretation assigns to 

Figure 3.2 arithemetic wieghtings. an exponential weighting is added: taking 

the notional weighting-bY-distance process one step further: the weighting 

follows the progression of exponentials of two (1. 2. 4. 8). This weighting 

does not so much shift the trends apparent in arithemetic weighting, but 

rather makes the scale of investment and commitment more clear. Using 

exponentials of integers higher than 2 merely increaSingly shifts the 

emphasis towards the RSFSR and needlessly obscures the relationship at 



106 

the lower end of the distance scale: it is precisely this relationship that is 

important. Hence, the shift in weighting from in Table 3.2 does not change 

the relationships among these centers, but rather provides two nominal 

interpretations of the cost of document generation as a function of distance 

from Karakalpak ASSR (since actual cost figures are not available). The two 

interpretations are, moreover, make the same argument with increasing 

emphasis: in the support of the ASSR Karakalpak language, Azerbaijan 

SSR and the RSFSR have been allocated far more resources than Uzbek 

SSR. 

And the pattern that is revealed here is explicit: in a heirarchy of 

institutional linkages between ethnic units, Karakalpak is closer to the RSFSR 

than it is to Uzbekistan SSR. Similarly, there are strong linkages between 

Azerbaijan SSR and Karakalpak ASSR that overshadow the more formal 

linkages to be exepected between the capital of Uzbekistan and its formal 

subordinate, Nukus. 

What this review demonstrates, quantitatively, is that there is a 

strong competition between the Republics of Soviet Central Asia for both 

inter-ethnic linkages and institutional resources: Uzbekistan loses out to 

Azerbaijan. Even further, the pattern mapped here indicates that a stong 
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element of autonomy is granted the Karakalpak vis-a-vis the Uzbeks by the 

strength and scale of their relationship with, not only Moscow which is all to 

obvious, but with Baku! In a curious sense, the current structure of 

inter-ethnic institutional linkages bears an uncanny resemblance to the 

patterns the Mongols sought to create centuries ago when the Karakalpak 

were transferred to the Syr Oarya region as a 'buffer state' against the more 

southerly Turkic peoples. In this instance, however, the Karakalpak 

constitute a buffer against the growing population and potential ethnic 

hegemony of the Uzbek. 

Accordingly, this elementary case study demonstrates that muchof 

the current literature on Soviet Central Asia is quite mistaken in seeing 

anything like a monolithic Muslim presence. Rather, when a disaggregation 

of institutional Iink- ages (measured by and reflected in weighted publication 

patterns) is undertaken, both widely divergent institutional resources, and 

complex inter-ethnic rivalries and alliances are revealed.And all of these 

patterns have previously only been inferred qualitatively since no one had 

determined a method to generate data: this was assumed to mean that there 

was no data. Bibliometrics provides data and mappingthe data spatially 

provides a concise network of relationships logically underpinned by 
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institutional resource allocations and the patterns of institutional 

development. 

Uncertainty and Database Scale 

The conclusions drawn from the instance of the Karakalpak case 

study are intriguing. The careful manipulation of the limited data available 

on the second language studies of the Karakalpak language provides new 

insights on inter-ethnic relations in Soviet Central Asia that have previo~sly 

eluded any quantification. But is the argument sufficently persuasive? A 

careful review of Appendix A will reveal that these conclusions are uncertain. 

The number of publications involved in the case of the Karakalpak is 

relatively limited. Although a compelling case can be made in support of the 

conclusions of the Karakalpak case study, greater certainty can be the 

product of larger bodies of data. As the size of the sample falls, the possibility 

of anomalies shifting the results becomes a major risk. 

This quite sparse database can be the basis for a rebuttal based 

simply on the limited scope of the data. While this true claim of sparsity of 
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data is not sufficient to refute the arguments advanced, in general it may be 

reasonably asserted that as the database supporting a bibliometric or 

geobibliometric analysis becomes more sparse, the uncertainty of one's 

conclusions increases. 

The obvious answer to this problem is to rely upon a set of 

databases that are very large compared to the pocket case study of the 

Karakalpak. While the Karakalpak case study, with its small number of units 

is ideal for purposes of description, the databases for the Union Republics 

allow the geobibliometric technique to be demonstrated with a much higher 

order of certainty (see Tables 4-1 and 5-1 below), demonstrate the much 

greater order of magnitude of documen- tation to be considered in this study 

of the major peoples of the Soviet Southern Tier, compared to smaller (even 

if favored) peoples such as the Karakalpaks. 

The ASSR-Ievel languages are a research frontier where the 

problem is sheer inaccessibility of materials: the problem with the important 

languages of Titular Nationalities is the massive body of documentation that 

exists. It is for just such bodies of documentation that bibliometric methods 

have evolved. 
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Search Paradigm 

The cumulative literatures of technical documentation represented 

in the databases provides the principle source of quantitative data generated 

for this study. However, the databases are not structured in such a way that 

the data are already generated for research of this type. Rather, the data that 

will be used in this study are a derivative of the content of the databases. The 

data that are relied upon in this study have been generated through literature 

search procedures: these procedures are fully explained in the sections 

below. The explanation of the procedure for generating the data is 

presented since the application is new, at least in area studies, and since 

the results are fully reproducible using the same procedures, and the data 

that are relied upon in this study are genuinely new data. 

This process of data collection is very different from the study that 

produced the set of citations that are relied upon for the Karakalpak case 

study above. There, the traditional system of tracking bibliographic 

information was used since there are no citations on Karakalpak language in 

the databases with two exceptions: a Center for Applied Linguistics 
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publication listing the languages for which no significant documentation 

exists, and an earlier version of the Karakalpak bibliography by the present 

author.16 Accordingly, there is a differece in composition between the 

Karakalpak set and the sets that will be analysed in chapters four and five. In 

order to gauge the significance of the difference, the method of set generation 

used in the databases will be described. 

Database searching is essentially the practice of formal logic 

through the application of set theory. Searches are formulated consisting of 

terms and logical connectors. Terms used can be either natural language 

words (words used in normal discourse) or controlled vocabulary descriptors 

(descriptors are indexing terms attached to each record, and drawn from a 

specially prepared, database-specific thesaurus of terminology for the 

discipline covered by the database). There are also delimiters that allow the 

delimitation of the search to categories of documents (e.g., delimiting by 

language of the publication or by the year of publication of the document). 

16. The two publications cited in the databases on the Karakalpak 
language are: Ibid.; and Dora E. Johnson, Languages of Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union A Suwy of Materials for the Study of Uncommonly Taught 
Lan- guages (Arlington, Vir.: Center for Applied Linguistics, 1976), 
ED-130-537. 
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Manipulating these terms, there are three logical operators which are used to link 

together the terms of the search: an.Q,.n21, 2r. Hence, sets of records (records are 

online equivalent of citations) are developed by progressive delimitation of the field 

of interest. Progressive delimitations redefine the set incrementally as the set that is 

sought is developed. Such a process, of course, is depen~ent on the logic of the 

term selection and the delimitation procedure. 

The logical procedures implemented by this small set of search terms 

and logical operators are very powerful and can rapidly built sets of records with the 

desired characteristics. The conceptual field in which these procedures are 

implemented is termed a problem space: that is, the universe within which the 

solution for a problem exists. As successive procedures are implemented, the 

problem space contracts until it includes only the solution to the problem. 

Hence. the the problem space paradigm of set development proposes a 

problem solving model in which sets are built by eliminating all elements that do not 

meet a list of criteria that is expanded by an incremental procedure.17 

17. Avron Barr and Edward A. Feigenbaum, eds., The Handbook of 
Artificial Intelligence (Stanford, Calif.: HeurisTech Press, 1981), Volume One, 
pp.21-30. 
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Building the sets of records for chapters four and five required a three 

step procedure. The first step was the generation of a set of documents that would 

meet the second-language requirement of the research design. As noted above, 

this requirement is a product of the very minimal coverage of these languages 

(Armenian, Azerbaijani, Georgian, Kazakh, Kirghiz, Tajik, Turkmen, Uzbek) in the 

international literature. Table 3-1 illustrates the difference between the numbers of 

documents in these local languages and in the lingua franca of the Soviet Union 

(Russian) in the international medical literature. The paucity of materials from 

these languages of the Soviet southern tier requires the use of Russian: the use of 

Russian also meets logical requirements of the study. 

Accordingly, the first step is the creation of a set of Russian language 

publications, using the language field delimiter. In Medline, this first step reduces 

the problem space from the total of 5000000 records that comprise the entire 

database, to a set of just 121944 records (hereafter S1). The second procedure 

used to delimit this large set is the creation of sets that are the conjunction of set S1 

and each of the eight nationalities of the Soviet southern tier. Hence, for each 

nationality a set is defined: for Azerbaijan, a set S2 is made. Then the conjunction 

of S2 and 81 becomes the basic set for Azerbaijan: 83. This second procedure is 

performed for each nationality. Then, a set of the total number of publications 
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added to Medline for each year is compiled for each year from 1966 to 1985. The 

conjunctions of the Azerbaijani 53 and each of these twenty annual sets are 

determined. The data for each of the eight nationalities for each of twenty years 

appear in Table 5-1, and are mapped in Figures 5-3 to 5-10. Each datum then is 

the product of three set developments and two conjunction operations. Table 5-1 

then represents the product of 800 database operations performed in Medline. 

The first step in the analysiS of the content of the MLA database is 

Similarly the delimitation of the problem space to Russian language documentation: 

this reduces the problem space size from 600,000 records to 17,073 documents. 

The second and third procedures in the MLA problem space at identical with those 

in the Medline database. The method of data collection for each database is 

iderltical: the data from the two databases are fully consistent with each other. 

For each database, 320 logical operations were performed on 480 inter

mediate database sets to generate 160 datum elements. For the two databases 

then, 640 logical operations were performed on 960 intermediate database sets to 

generate 320 data elements. These 1600 operations and intermediate databases 

are generated along identical, explicit and fully reproducible procedures. Every 

datum element is reliable and fully meets all the logical requirements defined for it. 

Every datum element fully meets an identical test of its reliability. This use of the 
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machine based databases allows for the generation of internally consistent data 

through internally consistent procedures on a massive scale. 

However, the question of the logical sufficiency of the design of the data 

elements is one that could be raised. In answer, it is necessary to return to the 

Karakalpak language case study and the bibliography that underpins it. Referring 

to the more complete bibliography, there is a clear evidence that the use of 

Russian as a meaningful and necessary second-language: comparing the 

comprehensive bibliography to its subset of Russian-language citations reveals 

fully 82.7% of the citations in Russian language, Karakalpak langauge documents 

10.2%, and English language documents 7.1%. Only Russian includes the 

coverage that makes meaningful analysis possible: this is especially true if the 

study is one, as it is here, of studying the relationship between nationalities in the 

Soviet Union. This· much is demonstrated by the data collected on the Karakalpak 

language from entirely different sources by entirely different means: isolated 

references were tracked through numerous sources and their bibliographies to 

further sources. That is, by standard bibliographic reference methods. The 

analysis of Karakalpak language documentation by using only Russian language 

documentation will produce results not significantly different that an analysis based 

on all documents cited in the international literature. 
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A more serious objection is that the reliance on the international 

literature is fallacious, even in the absence of a workable body of cumulative Soviet 

bibliography. It should be recalled, however, that much of the Soviet literature is a 

part of the international literature. 

In essence, the null hypothesis of this bibliometrics study is that no 

significant difference exists in the international literature that would reflect 

differential resource allocations to the institutional development of the Southern 

Tier republics of the Soviet Union. Stated with more precision, the null hypothesis 

will be true if the patterns of documentation generation among southern tier 

republics shows no significant variance that cannot be explained by bivariate 

analysis. The intent of the null hypothesis is much simpler: bibliometric patterns 

that will reveal different patterns of documentation for the Southern Tier republics. 

However, considering the immense scale of Soviet literature entering 

the international literature, and considering the unusual literatures surveyed for this 

study, the ability of the Soviet government to manipulate the bibliometrics of the 

literature (even if the Soviets tried, and there is no evidence of that) will prove to 

have been non-existent. Thus, every good effort has been made to ensure the 

integrity of the data used in this study. It must be noted that a value added vendor 

of the databases was used as a major source of data: such data are once removed 
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from the actual literatures. This is not seen as a major complication but should be 

noted and is an area for further study. 
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Chapter Four 

Institutional Support for National Language Development 

One of the major explicit elements of Soviet Nationality policy is the 

support for and (where necessary) the development of the languages of 

Soviet Nationalities. Language has been used in the Soviet Union both as a 

means of creating unity in designated Nationalities, and of encouraging 

social, economic, and SCientific-technological development. Throughout the 

record of Soviet Nationality policydevelopment and implementation, there 

have been two major objectives. First, the integration of pre-national 

elements of the population into the Soviet Nationality; and second, the 

modernization of the language to enable its speakers to more fully participate 

in modern society. 

One major problem confronting the Soviet government was the low 

level of socio-cultural development in mu'ch of Transcaucasia and Turkestan. 

Tribalism remained an important form of social organization in much of these 

regions, especially in Turkestan where the Czarist government pursued a 
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conscious alliance with the arch-conservatism of the Khanates. In addition to 

the persistence of tribalism. many of the areas designated as Republics had 

been isolated to the point that distinctive. local dialects and regional traditions 

segmented the peoples of what is now Soviet Eurasia into collections of 

peoples tied together more by mere designation than by their shared. 

putative historical origins. 

The problems posed by the development of Soviet Nationalities 

were nowhere more clear than in the case of the Kirghiz. The Kirghiz SSR 

was carved out of eastern Kazakhstan and the essentially tribal distinction 

between the Kirghiz and Kazakh was magnified through a variety of 

techniques. language development was one of the most important methods 

of differentiation used in the instance of the Kirghiz. While the precise 

analysis of the divergence of the Turkic languages of Turkestan from their 

pre-Revolutionary status awaits serious study. at a very aggregate level of 

analysis the outlines of Soviet language policy are clear in the case of the, 

guided development of Kirghiz. The prominence of Kirghiz writers in the 

Soviet Union is one measure of the success of this policy of 

nationality-development. 
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Accordingly, the tendency towards the integration of dialect 

speaking sub-populations into the official dialect of an often very fragmented 

language, which was typical throughout the Soviet Union could be reversed 

for particular nascent Soviet Nationalities. While the fission of the steppe 

tribes into Kazakh and Kirghiz seems to be principly occasioned by 

geopolitical considerations, such contradictory trends within Soviet 

nationality policy required a substantial and continuing commitment of 

resources that were not always readily available even for such important 

programs. Despite the seemingly essential importance of Soviet nationality 

policy, which is after all an instrument for All-Union stability and unity, the 

fluctuating volume of documentation that will be seen in the literatures 

analysed imply the difficult trade-offs confronting Soviet planners. The cost 

of supporting nationality policies is high, and the institutional resources 

committed to the various document streams represent a significant cost in 

Soviet intellectual resources. 
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Guided Development of Soviet Languages 

Implicit in the use of language development as an element in Soviet 

nationalities policy is that such language development is guided. The 

direction and pace of language modernization and the int~gration of 

dialectsinto the central dialect is a process that is necessarily determined by 

political criteria. Were this not true, then the necessarily limited institutional 

resources available to Soviet nationalities policymakers might support the 

creation of nationalities that would challenge the central government. 

Clearly, intelligent central authority provides resources for secession only by 

indirection. Indirection does not characterize Soviet nationalities policy, nor 

its logical extension, language policy. 

Language policy, which in effect is basically language development 

policy, has three major constituents: standardization of the language, 

modernization of the language, and creation of literatures in the reformed 

language. The first two elements of language development programs, 

standardization and modernization, are the focus of this chapter. Each of 

these two processes generates a literature. However, for the purpose of the 
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analysis of dialect processes, it is possible to address dialect studies, the 

process of standardization of living language from its constituent dialects, 

separately from the other materials. 

The principle raw material for the unification and development of a 

designated 'national language' is its dialects. At the same time, the dialects 

of a language are the problem to be overcome. For a government as 

committed to the strengthening of national languages as is the Soviet Union, 

what is termed 'dialect process' is clear in the linguistics and dialect 

literature. 

The dialect process, which in affect is the same as the 

standardization of a living language, results in the unification of the language 

usage among the dialect speaking segments of a Soviet Nationality. The 

process has two major methods: education of unfavored dialect speaking 

children in the favored, 'standard' dialect; and the incremental movement of 

mesolect speaking groups closer to the standard dialect by its dominance of 

the written and broadcast environments. Reasonably enough, the standard 

dialect, which can be properly termed the 'national language', is always the 

major urban dialect. 
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One important consideration in selecting the dialect that will become 

the standrad dialect is the degree to which the dialect is represented among 

the personnel of the nationality's culutral, educational, and governmental 

organs: obviously, the major urban dialect is the logical choice. Hence, in 

Azerbaijan the national language is derived from the Baku dialect. This 

logical and expeditious step always means that the national language begins 

with numerous and better educated speakers, focused on the center of 

regional institutional and patronage networks. Spontaneous language 

modernization also has the tendency to follow economic development. 

Modern Azerbaijani can be said to have started with the discovery of oil along 

the southwest shores of the Caspian Sea. 

Soviet dialect studies are of three types: historical studies, such as 

toponym studies to determine the old range of dialects; descriptive studies, 

which not the persistence of dialect speaking groups and which note archaic 

usages surviving among these dialect speakers; and developmental 

studies,1 and of language modernization.2 These categories themselves 

1. Descriptions of the development of language dialects for 
Azerbaijani can be found in Nugel Grant, "Native Language Instruction in 
Azerbaijan Is Inadequate", School and Society November 25, 1967, pp. 
450-451. 

2. For a typical study of the implication of language modernization 
for the Azerbaijani language, see R. Avakov and A. Atakishev, eds., Public 
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argue strongly for the policy of assembling dialect speakers into cohensive 

speakers of an official dialect. Significantly, Yu. Bromley never mention the 

existence or persistence of dialects.3 

In fact, of any issue in Soviet language development, the question of 

the integration of dialect speakers into the official dialect is a most sensitive 

one. There is one are that does display the consequences of the dialect 

convergence process, and that is the results of language education in the 

Republics' hinterlands. 

One commonly voiced critique of the bilingual education systems 

and programs of the United States, with bilingual typically meaning the 

teaching or maintanence of Spanish, is that the supposed mother tongue that 

is being taught is in fact a radically different dialect of the language spoken by 

the student at home. Hence, the bilingual education program imposes the 

burden of a third language on a student already learning another, second 

3. See Yu. Bromley, op. cit, 1985, pp. 135-156 for his description of 
langauge in ethnic processes that omits any mention of the question of 
dialects. 

Education in Soviet Azerbaijan: Appraisal of an Acheivement (Paris, France: 
UNESCO, 1984) EO-252-933; and Johnathan Pool, "Some Observations on 
Language Planning in Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan", in Language Planning 
Newsletter, Vol. 2, No.2, May 1976. 
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language, that of the majority population. It is argued that this is a significant 

factor in the slower diffusion of education in the bilingual target population. 

Interestingly, there is a strong parallel between this process of Spanish 

bilingual education and the system of education that has emerged in support 

of national language development in Azerbaijan SSR. 

If such a parallel were the case, it would be expected that the 

language accomplishments of rural populations would trail the 

accomplishments of the urban speakers of the national langauge (which is 

only the modernized urban dialect). One strong indicator would be the lesser 

skills achieved in Azerbaijani language studies. Recalling that the 

Azerbaijani national language is essentially a new language for the rural 

dialect speakers, the study of Russian as a second language for the urban 

speakers of the national language becomes the study of Russian as a third 

language for rural dialect speakers. This simple analogy immediately 

explains much of the poor record of Russian instruction in rural areas in 

Azerbaijan. 

The creation of unified nationalities in Transcaucasia and Central 

Asia remains as a modern goal of the Soviet government. The measure of 

the necessity of such policy is the survival of the dialects even in such a 
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pivotal and strategic center as Azerbaijan SSR. To the extent that 

Azerbaijani school children continue to have problems learning to speak and 

read Azerbaijani, the process of nationality development is incomplete. 

Comparative Language Development in Soviet Transcaucasia 

Soviet Transcaucasia is the home of three significant nationalities: 

the Armenians, the Azerbaijani, and the Georgians. The Georgians and the 

Armenians are among the oldest surviving peoples in the Middle East with 

histories of independence and intellectual accomplishments that span 

millenia. The Azerbaijani are a very young people, whose vague origins lie 

less than half a millenia in the past, and who have from that time been largely 

a province of Persia, even if an important province. 

Competition between these peoples is one that, from the history of 

the region, would seem to be permanently balanced in favor of the 

Armenians, with the Georgians in a strong second place. From their short 

and dependent history, the Azerbaijanis should be in a distant third place. 
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Figure 4.1. Soviet Transcaucasian Documentation Produced in the 
National Languages. Source: Medline and MLA databases. 
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However, this is not at all the pattern that appears in the historical record of 

language development among the republics of Soviet Transcaucasia. 

One indicator that seems to support this supposition is the strong 

showing of the Armenian language in the international literatures. Figure 4.1, 

based on data from Table 3.1, shows the Armenians in a commandingposition. 

However, the small number of publications in these local languages 

precludes their use in this study. 

Table 4.1 illustrates the trends of language documentation production 

for the eight southern tier Republics. The accompanying Figure 4-2 illustrates 

the aggregate trends for 1966-1985 for all of the Republics of the southern tier. 

Figure 4.2 illustrates two distinct phases in the production of language docu

mentation in the region. The first period, which begins with a modest level of 

publication, which is followed by a four year hiatus, and then sees another 

modest level of production corresponds to the Brezhnev era of economic and 

nationalities policy. The second period sees a surge of publication that corre

sponds the transition period at the end of the Brezhnev era. This period of 

increased documentation activity in the southern tier continues to the present. 

However, nothing certain is known about the internal policy formulations that 

underpin these trends. 
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Table 4.1 notes the continuing disparity between the more advanced 

na- tionality, in terms of education, and its neighboring peoples. The strength of 

the Ar- menian position in language document generation, with 243 documents 

produced, but the Azerbaijani production ranks second with 114 documents, 

edging ahead of the Georgians with 109 publications. 

Providing a breakdown of the publication data on an annual basis for 

the period 1966-1985, the publication trends illustrated in Figures 4-3, 4-4 and 

4-5, for the three republics demonstrate the same general tendencies as that of 

the aggregate time series illustrated in Figure 4-2. That is, whatever the 

underlying causation of variation between the relative levels of institutional 

support for the different national languages in Soviet Transcaucasia, the 

changes in the absolute level of support is an independent variable. 

This question of the variance between the individual time series from 

the aggregate time series is an important one methodical grounds. If there 

exists a significant variance between a given Republic time series and the 

aggregate time series, there is a chance that an artifact of the compilation 



YEAR AZ AR CE KA KI TA TU LIZ 

1966 4 3 0 1 0 0 3 5 
1967 0 3 3 0 0 0 1 2 
1968 4 7 4 1 3 3 1 2 
1969 4 6 3 1 1 1 1 3 
1970 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1971 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1972 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1973 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
1974 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1975 7 0 0 2 2 0 2 3 
1976 0 0 0 3 2 0 4 6 
1977 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1978 9 0 3 0 0 1 0 5 
1979 7 2 0 4 2 0 1 7 
1980 7 2 7 3 2 5 1 13 
1981 9 18 6 6 20 10 4 11 
1982 16 21 13 15 5 8 14 16 
1983 12 50 19 10 7 5 22 9 
1984 6 53 16 6 9 5 16 7 
1985 12 42 20 19 9 1 11 9 

TOTAL 114 243 109 78 66 43 92 

TABLE 4.1. Russian language Documentation By Year and 
Soviet Republics of Transcaucasia and Turkestan. Source: 
Dialog supported version of the MLA Database [Modern Language 
Association]. 
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Figure 4.2. language Documentation Generation Time Series for 
the Southern Tier Republics, 1966-1985. Source: MlA database. 



132 

method of the database could have a significant impact on the data increases. 

It is relatively fortunate for the purposes of this study that database design and 

development is more systematic than purposive. For this reason, each National 

language time series needs to be examined: in fact, all eight of the southern tier 

languages follow the pattern of the aggregate time series. Therefore, 

methodical artifacts have not had a measurable impact on the this data. 

if the relative patterns of and differences among language 

documentation over time are not methodical artifacts, the reasonable question 

to ask is whether the data can be explained by the selected indicies of 

socio-economic development presented above in Table 2-1 through compartive 

analyses. The indicies presented there were: ethnic boundary permiability, 

urbanization, mother tongue speakers, bilingualism, and education. Two 

additional indicies will also be considered: absolute population of each 

Republic, and the absolute population of ethnic Russians resident in the 

Republic. Logically, such indicies should have cons'iderable explanatory power 

for the development of the national languages in the southern tier. It is to the 

analyses of these indices that that we now turn. 
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Figure 4.3. Language Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Azerbaijani National Language, 1966-1985. Source: MLA database. 
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Armenian National language, 1966-1985. Source: MLA database. 
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Georgian National Language, 1966-1985. Source: MLA database. 
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The number of language publications that are generated for each of 

the national languages of the Republics of Soviet Transcaucasia vary 

significantly. The largest generator of documents, Armenia, produces more 

that double the volume of the second generator: indeed, Armenia alone 

produces as much as Azerbaijan and Georgia combined. 

The first factor that would seem to have explanatory power is the 

sheer scale of the population of the Republics. It would seem reasonable that 

the larger the Republic, the larger the commitment of resources that would be 

made available for the development of the language. The lower limit to this 

reasonings does not affect this analysis: very small nationality populations 

that require disproportional resource allocations to reach the minimum effort 

needed to support a language are not included in this study (recall the case 

of the Karakalpak, above). Figure 4-6 illustrates the per capita of language 

documentation in the Russian language for each of the Soviet 

Transcaucasian Republics. The first observation that can be derived from 

Figure 4-6 is the remarkable productivity of the Armenian SSR, in terms of 

Russian language documentation per 1000 population. Armenia is four times 

as productive as either of Georgia or Azerbaijan. This productivity raises the 

issue of the significance of the Russians resident in these Republics: Figure 
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4-7 presents the relative level of productivity that would be expected if the 

documentation production of the Republics could be ascribed solely to its 

Russian population. 

Comparing , the relative doumentation generation per total 

population, and per Russian residents, it is immediately obvious that there is 

a requirement for an incredible range in individual productivity for the 

resident Russian population. In Azerbaijan and Georgia, the Russians would 

have to have a productivity more than ten times that of the Titular Nationality 

members. Such a higher productivity is not entirely unreasonable, but the 

Russians resident in Armenia would have to have a productivity forty times as 

high as the Armenians. Such a productivity difference between the Russians 

in Armenia and the Russians in either Georgia or Azerbaijan can be rejected 

out of hand. What Figure 4.7 argues, by contrast, is that the very high level of 

documentation recorded in Armenia represents primarily the productivity of 

Armenians, while the production of documentation in Georgia and Azerbaijan 

reflects to a greater degree the productivity of Russians. 

Significantly, the population of Russians in the three Republics 

shows the same pattern as the spread in Figure 4.7, although of a lesser 

magnitude: the Russians make up 7.9% of Azerbaijan, 7.4% of Georgia, and 
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only 2.3% of Armenia.4 If any concise pattern can be found in this bimodal 

distribution, a strong inference is that the distribution reveals both the 

strength of the Armenian institutions and the continuing support for the 

Soviet institutions of Georgia and Azerbaijan. Stated simply, to the extent 

that the central government of the Soviet Union is able, and the continuing 

disparity argues that its ability is finite, resources are allocated to equalize 

differences between the three Transcaucasian Republics. However, it is 

evident that even the support of the central government has its limits in 

matching the strongest nationalities in peripheral regions. The tremendous 

differences demonstrated in both Figures 4.1 and 4.7 underscore the 

differences between these Republics in terms of socio-cultural and 

institutional development. The pre-Soviet threat of the Armenians to the 

smaller nationalities of its region has been postponed by the Soviets, but the 

disparities continue. 

With such significant disparities in the levels of socia-cultural 

development, and of the institutions that underpin such development, the next 

question is of the relevence of the factors considered to be relevent for ethnic 

4. Vu. Bromley, OPe cit., 1985, p. 69. 
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persistence. As indicated by the discussion of language support and 

development, the differences between these nationalities are wide. Do the 

conventional measures of ethnic persistence, measures advanced by both 

Barthian and Soviet ethnography, have explanatory power for such ethnic 

competition in the Soviet nationalities' environment? Each of the five 

variables presented in Table 2.1 will be considered for the Soviet 

Transcaucasian Republics. 

The first factor considered critical by ethnographers is territoriality. 

Figure 4.8 presents the implications for document generation productivity of 

'boundedness', measured in terms of the percentage of the Titular Nationality 

that resides in its home Republic. The chart presents the recalculation of 

the documentation generation requirements by the population of the Titular 

Nationality resident in its Republic and so the very heavily concentrated 

populations of the Azerbaijani and Georgians are little affected (with 86% and 

96.1 % resident, respectively). The Armenians, with 65.6% resident, are 

impacted rather more, but only to the extent that the greater productivity of 

Armenians is emphasized: with so many Armenians living away from their 

Titular Republic, the productivity of the institutions of the Republic are 

emphasized to an even greater degree. Not only do the Armenians 



142 

0.14 

0.122 
0.12 

0.10 

Russian 0.08 
Documents Per 

1000 
Population 0.06 

0.04 

0.02 

0.00 
Armenia Georgia Azerbaijan 

Union Republic 

Figure 4.8. Language Documentation in Russian Language for 
Total and Republic Residents Among Titular Nationalities Per 
1000 Population. Note the considerable percentage of Armenians that 
are not resident in their Titular republic. 



143 

out produce their neighbors in absolute and relative terms, but they do so 

even though more than one-third the nationality lives outside of Armenia. 

Therefore, it is necessary to rethink the argument that territoriality is 

essential for ethnic persistence. Restated, the question might be whether 

boundedness of ethnic groups makes for greater ethnic persistence, or 

whether such boundedness means reduced competitiveness in complex 

societies. While general thought on territoriality argues the necessity of a 

territorial basis for ethnic persistence, the data here argues that excessively 

strong boundedness reduces the strength of the institutions that would 

support competition with adjacent peoples. Peoples that mingle with other 

peoples outside their core region are stronger than those that do not mingle. 

Significantly, one common measure of the success of Soviet nationalities 

policy is the degree to which the Titular Nationalities enjoy local 'autonomy', 

predicated on strong local majorities. One question that such tenative 

empirical findings raise is whether the objective of Soviet nationality policy is 

to strengthen or weaken the instituions of the nationalities? 

An examination of Figure 4.9, which illustrates the document 

generation assumptions that would correspond to having the urbanized part 

of the population (as an equivalent to economic development) being the 
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agents of the production, the disparity between the republics again appears. 

That is, the bimodal distribution between Armenia, and Azerbaijan and 

Georgia is again apparent. Socio-economic development appears to be a 

concomitant variation with document generation, judging from the data for 

Armenia. The data from Azerbaijan and Georgia argue differently, but we 

have already seen that there is a strong probability that much of the 

document production from these Republics may represent All-Union support 

rather than local productivity. 

Some 94% of the document generation in Armenia is nominally 

'explained' by its urbanization (which by extension can be seen as equivalent 

to socio-economic development), while only 58% in either of Azerbaijan or 

Georgia are similarly 'explained'. If such a simple model of the relationships 

between socio-economic development and document generation are 

accepted, then it seems as if 42% of the production in Azerbaijan and in 

Georgia represent assistance from the All-Union level. Such a tenative 

evaluation seem to indicate that All-Union assistance lifts the two less 

advanced peripheral Republics of Transcaucasia nearer to parity with their 

more advanced neighbor. 
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The next variable presented in Table 2-1, an illustrated for the three 

Republics in Figure 4.10, is the percentage of the Titular Nationality claiming 

as their 'mother tongue' the national language. Although Figure 4-10 

presents the appearance of a strong concomitent variation, this is logically 

unsound. Rather, Figure 4.10 presents Type II statistical error: the illustrated 

concomitant variation appears to be significant, but it is a statistical artifact, 

rather than a logical relationship that is illustrated. Simply stated, claiming to 

be fluent in Azerbaijani has no necessary causal or probabilistic implications 

for Russian. While it is certainly true that maintanence of a local language is 

important for the persistence of a nationality, in a multi-ethnic SOCiety the 

strength of the local language may be a poor indication of the status of the 

nationality in that multi-ethnic society. 

Such a logical assertion, however, places the relevence of 

language for ethnic persistence in a new light. Ethnographic theory argues 

that language maintanence is essential for ethnic persistence. Certainly 

language maintanence and dvelopment is important for a nationality. 

However, as a measure of institutional development, such language 

maintanence appears to be logically and empirically irrelevent. Of course, it 

should be recalled that the majority of ethographic and anthropological 
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literatures deal with relatively small and isolated societies: there are few 

multi-ethnic societies supporting so many languages. 

It is not the strength of the language of the Titular Nationality that is a 

measure of ethnic persistence, but rather the relationship that exists in the 

Soviet network of nationalities explains ethnic persistence by the Soviet 

Nationalities. The Soviets prominently cite the statistics for persistence of the 

languages of the nationalities, but the statistics are a product of the 

nationalities policy, and have no causal, explanatory power. For this reason, 
>, 

this variable that ethnographic theory, both Soviet and non-Soviet ,cite as 

essential will not be used in later sections of this study: national language 

maintanence statistics have no explanatory power. 

By contrast, a strong logically necessary connection exists between 

bilingualism in Russian and the national language and the generation of 

Russian language documents. Figure 4.11 illustrates the. relationship among 

the three Republics. The productivity requirements for the Republics shift, but 

again differentially, with multipliers of: Armenia 2.58, Azerbaijan 3.55, and 

Georgia 3.85. Again, the bimodal distribution appears, which argues again 

for the disparity in internal institution~1 development and resources. 
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Figure 4.12 contrasts significantly from Figure 4.11. If Figure 4.11 

argues that the institutional resources that each Republic can marshal for 

document generation in Russian is roughly bimodal, Figure 4.12 argues that 

a significant difference exists in terms of institutional resources (measured in 

terms of the population having secondary or higher education) that could be 

mobilized varies widely. There exists a considerable amount of institutional 

slack between resources at the Republic level, and the resources that are 

committed in an All-Union (Russian) forum. 

Conversely, the degree to which a nationality's educated stratum 

(secondary or higher education) are bilingual is the degree to which the 'elite' 

of the nationality is a Sovietized elite. By extension, the existence of very 

large numbers of educated people without Russian language skills in a 

nationality argues for an elite that is much less Sovietized. By this simple 

correlation, the elite of Azerbaijan in Figure 4.13 appears to be almost wholly 

identified with the Soviet multi-national system. To the extent that 

organizations in the Soviet Union are a monopoly of the communist system, 

the opportunities that exist for the Armenians and Georgians with no Russian 

skills are nothing more than personal opportunites. 
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Tenatively reviewing all the comparisons of this section. it is clear 

that the posited bimodal distribution exists. but the causation may be different 

from what semms obvious. The Azerbaijani. with a Sovietized elite are aided 

towards nationality integration by All-Union intervention. with such assistance 

beingimaged through its concomitant document generation. At the other 

extreme, the All-Union intervention in Georgia, a Republic with the best 

educated population and the second lowest rate of bilingualism in the Soviet 

Union.5 is an effort to reintegrate the Georgians into the Soviet system. The 

purely personal political and entrepreneurial successes of the Georgians 

may demand a certain effort toward such reintegration. The Armenians, by 

contrast, sees little All-Union intervention that builds institutional resources 

and capabilities. 

Azerbaijan appears as the principle beneficiary of All-Union 

intervention in the context of Soviet Transcaucasia. However. as the pivot of 

the two regions of the Soviet southern tier. Azerbaijan in Soviet Turkestan will 

be examined. 

5. Yu. Bromley. op. cit. p. 153: only Tajik SSR has a lower rate of 
bilingualism in Russian, 33.4%. 
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Comparative Language Development in Soviet Turkestan 

Soviet Turkestan, as defined herein, comprises six Muslim 

Republics. Of these six Republics, five are ethno-linguistically Turkic 

(Azerbaijan, Kazakh, Kirghiz, Turkmen, and Uzbek) and one Indo-European 

(Tajik). In more standard usage, Azerbaijan is omitted from Turkestan and 

Central Asia (the terms are basically interchangable). Although historically 

some of these people have long been distinct, others have only in this 

century seen definition. Nationality status was granted to some only in the 

late 1920s: the secession of Kirghiz from Kazakh ethnic hegemony, Tajik 

from Uzbek, the northern Karakalpak from Uzbek, and the Turkmen from 

Uzbek in a cultural, religious, and pOlitical sense. The region has been 

isolated from centuries, and unlike the strong showing of some 

Transcaucasians in the international literatures illustrated in Table 3.1 and 

Figure 4.1, bibliographically, and in terms of the networks of relationships 

normally mapped by bibliometrics, these peoples remain isolated. 

The isolation is. however. one that exists between the region and 

the international environment. In the context of the Soviet Union, the 
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Figure 4.14. Language Documentation Generation Time Series 
for Kazakh National Language, 1966·1985. Source: MLA database. 
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Figure 4.15. Language Documentation Generation Time Series 
for Kirghiz National Language, 1966-1985. Source: MLA database. 



10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

Number 5 

4 

3 

2 

6667686970717273747576777879808182838485 
Year 

157 
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for Tajlk National Language 1966·1985. Source: MLA database. 
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language documentation processes that were seen in Figure 3.4 at the 

southern tier level, and in Figures 4.3 to 4.5, are to be seen again in Figures 

4.14 to 4.18 for the five Central Asian Republics (the sixth Soviet Turkestan 

Republic, Azerbaijan, appears in Table 4.3). None of the six language 

documentation trends is significantly different that that for the aggregate of the 

eight southern tier Republics. However, the absolute numbers of publications 

in Russian language varies widely, with a modest bias towards the Republics 

with larger populations: Uzbek, Kazakh and Azerbaijan SSRs. 

Examining the relative levels of document generation changes this 

perspective dramatically. Figure 4.19 illustrates the relative document 

generation, with Republics ranked by population. Turkmen SSR, in many 

ways the least developed of the Republics, soars to the first rank (having 

471% of the production per capita of Uzbek SSR or 660% of Kazakh SSR). 

In the second rank are Kirghiz SSR and Azerbaijan SSR, despite their. 

radically different levels of socio-economic development. 

The two lowest ranked Republics are the largest of the Republics: 

Kazakh SSR and Uzbek SSA. Interestingly, there is a wide difference 

between the two Republics with the heaviest resident Russian populations: 

Kirghiz SSR and Kazakh SSA. Both Republics have significant numbers and 
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a long history of Russian colonists. Kazakh SSR has more Russians than 

Kazakhs (with 40.8% to 36.0%, respectively).6 Kirghiz SSR has some 47.9% 

Kirghiz to 25.9% Russians in its population.7 

This analysis argues that much of the medical documentation that is 

produced for Kirghiz SSR tends to be relatively discrete and will be seen as a 

local product. Kazakh SSR, with its Russian settlement areas in close 

proximity to the heavily ethnic Russian RSFSR oblasts of southern West 

Siberia and the Ural and Volga regions, blends indistinguishably into other 

Russian dominated areas of Western Siberia. 

Examining Figure 4.20, of all the Turkestan Republics, only Kirghiz 

and Kazakh SSR do not closely resemble the characteristics of Azerbaijan 

and Georgia (as compared to Armenia), in that the shifts towards document 

generation per Russian population is approximately ten fold. For the 

relatively modest purposes that this figure serves, the demonstration of a 

disproportionate shift towards productivity of Russian residents, the argument 

made above remains valid. At the higher end of the scale, of all the eight 

6. Ibid., p. 69. 
7. Ibid., p. 70. 
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southern tier Republics, only Armenia demonstrates a radical variance from 

the other Republics in term~ of its institutional resources. At the lower end, 

the heavy rural settlement of Russians in Kazakh and Kirghiz SSRs (41.6% 

and 48.6%, respectively) reduces the nominal level of contribution to the 

literature that would be consistent with the Russian role in those Republics. 

Figure 4.21 illustrates the level of document generation that would 

be expected if the principle determinant were socio-economic development, 

measured in terms of urbanization. Thus, the most advanced economies with 

the highest level of document generation have the lowest difference between 

the two variables illustrated. The least developed Republics, Turkmen 

SSR and Kirghiz SSR dem?nstrate improbably high levels of productivity, 

while only Uzbek SSR falls significantly below the mode (being only 54% of 

the mode). 

To the extent that these variances argue for intervention at the 

All-Union level, it seeks to raise the level of institutional development, the 

major beneficiaries indicated are the diminutive Turkmen and Kirghiz 

nationalities. In each instance, the intervention indicated is significant, with 

that for Kirghiz SSR being dramatic in the shift in document generation levels 

for which it argues. The Republic that sees the lowest level of intervention, 
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that is resources allocated for institutional development, is Uzbek SSA. 

Figure 4.22 argues the same case, with the logical adjustment that 

is consequent on the scale of resident Russian populations. Hence, Kirghiz 

and Kazakh SSRs fall significantly owing to the large Russian presence 

noted above and Azerbaijan SSR rises as a result of its modest Russian 

presence. The bivariate relation argued here is somewhat different, shifting 

more intervention toward the pOSition of Azerbaijan and somewhat less to 

Kirghiz and Kazakh SSRs, but in general the characteristic relationships that 

appear throughout this study are confirmed again. Typically, Uzbek SSR is in 

a low position in this ranking. Interesting, the same relationships illustrated 

by the analysis of the impact of bilingualism appears with the analysis of 

higher education. 

The relationship between the Republics illustrated in Figure 4.22 

reappear with precision in Figure 4.23, with a single exception. That 

exception is the re-emphasis of the significance of Azerbaijan SSA. As noted 

for the rela- tionship between education and bilingualism among the 

Transcaucasian nationalities, the Azerbaijani represent a near identity 

between high education and Russian bilingualism. This characteristic is 

again stressed in this Figure. But does this relationship among the 
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nationalities in the posited 'Sovietization' of the elite, a measure in which 

Azerbaijan can be seen to demonstrate a near perfect correlation in Figure 

4.13 and which appears in Figure 4.23 really continue to hold in the broad 

context of Soviet Turkestan? 

In fact, for all of Soviet Turkestan the very close correlation of higher 

education and bilingualism in Russian in Azerbaijan, what is suggested as a 

measure of the Sovietization of the elites of a nationality, remains in the first 

rank. However, two other Republics demonstrate an even stronger 

correlation. While for Azerbaijan SSR for every 100 people with higher 

education 89.3 speak Russian, in Kazakh SSR 101.9 in 100 speak Russian 

and in Uzbek SSR 99.1 in 100 speak Russian. 

Here, the special demographics circumstances affect the of the 

results for Kazakhstan. With a Russian plurality, the situation in Kazakhstan 

argues far more for Russianization, than Sovietization. While the two 

characterizations are not mutually exclusive, the historical settlement of 

Kazakhstan argues very strongly that in essence the Kazakh SSR has 

emerged as fully Russianized in much the same sense as is, for example, 

Byeloruss!a SSR (and with less effort to slow or reverse russification as has 

taken place in Byelorussia). 
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The comparable demographic case of Kirghiz SSR does stand in 

contrast to the finding for Kazakh SSR. But again, the historical record of the 

Kirghiz SSR offers an explanation. The Kirghiz nationality is a new one. 

although its tribal antecedents are old. To the extent that the Soviet Kirghiz 

culture is a product of the Soviet system, a high level of higher education 

would be expected. Might not the Soviet nationality policy makers accept a 

higher degree of ethnocentrism in a newly developed people than in a well 

established people? Such ethnocentrism would pose not threat in a 

Republic with a large proportion of ethnic Russians, where their influence and 

position could offset any problems resulting from such local ethnocentrism. 

But there are, concomitantly, few problems to fear from such a guided 

development of a nationality. 

The position of the Uzbek SSR, and the degree of the Sovietization 

of its elite are presented in Table 4.24 (as noted for every 100 people with 

secondary or higher education, some 99.1 speak Russian). In light of this 

strong correlation between educational opportunities and Russian language 

bilingualism. the low ranking of Uzbek SSR in almost every other 

comparative analysis is inconsistent. 

However, the overriding purpose of this study is not to find strong 
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correlations, but to attempt to penetrate the set of insitutional imperatives in 

Soviet nationality policy that can be imaged through inconsistences such as 

this. The purpose of this study is not to develop statistical description, but the 

determination of their meaning. 

Conclusion 

The processes of language development in the Southern Tier of the 

Soviet Union demonstrate a wide variance among the individual Republics, 

in terms of their language documentation generation. as well as in terms of 

the many independent variables reviewed. Some Republics are significantly 

supported, some Republics by contrast see little support. There is a similar 

range in the degree to which 'autonomous' opportunities exist in the 

Republics. Similarly, to the extent that a nationality is the product of Soviet 

guided ethnic processes. a transition can be anticipated in terms of the 

relative 'Sovietization' of its elite. 

Three broad classes of Republics are apparent: Republics with well 

developed institutions and 'autonomous' opportunities; Republics with well 

supported developing institutions; and. Republics with developing institutions 
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with modest levels of support. Within the latter two categories, there is 

variation introduced by the degree to which the nationality has been 

developed (peoples emerging from tribalism have some characteristics that 

vary from those with an older urban core). 

Only two Republics demonstrate a significant degree of 'autonomy' 

even in the constrained sense used here: the Georgian SSR and Armenia 

SSR. If the difference between the ability to support documentation levels 

and actual document generation levels is an indication of All-Union 

intervention in support of institutional development, a significantly lower level 

of document generation in Russian than one would expect argues strongly for 

such constrained 'autonomy'. Intellectual resources not committed to official 

institutions and their concomitant documentation generation represent 

'autonomy' in its narrowest sense, but autonomy none the less. 

To an unparalleled extent, the documentation record for Armenia 

SSR indicates very significant 'autonomous' intellectual resources. Not only 

has Armenia seen the highest single level of language document generation 

in Russian-language (243), but the level of Armenian-language document 

generation (170, see Table 3.1 and Figure 4.1) is higher than any 

Russian-language document generation figure among the southern tier 
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Republics. The significant and continuing record of Armenian nationalism 

and even irrendentism only underscores these conclusions.8 

Similarly, Georgian SSR demonstrates an enormous 'autonomous' 

capacity, even greater than that of Armenia SSR, but lacks the degree of 

(official) economic development measured for Armenia. Georgia has an 

almost insular character quite unlike what would be expected in light of the 

systematic Soviet nationalities policy.9 Interestingly, the boundaries of 

Georgia SSR include almost all of the Georgians: many sources cite 96% 

resident in their Titular Republic. 1 0 The only substantial Georgian presence 

8. See Ludmilla Alexeyeva, Soviet Dissent. Contemporary 
Movements for National. Religious. and Human Rights (Middletown, Conn.: 
Wesleyan University, Press, 1987), pp. 121-132. Consider also (statistics in 
Carrere d'Encausse, op. cit., p. 103: not analysed there) the effective 
demographic partition of ethnic Armenia: in a region with 3,559,000 
Armenians, 4,380,000 Azerbaijanis, and 3,245,000 Georgians, the 
Armenians have the smallest Republic (in terms of their total numbers in the 
Soviet Union. the multi-ethnic populations of the Republics represent 85% of 
the Armenians. 137% of the Azerbaijanis, and 154% of the Georgians) no 
less than 26% of their nationality living in adjacent Republics (compared to 
6% of Azerbaijanis and 0% of Georgians), and hold a bare majority in the 
rural parts of Armenia. 

9. Alexeyeva,·op. cit., pp.106-120: consider especially the 
move-ment for Georgian language, and the similar resistence to support for 
non-Georgian language or publishing in languages other than Georgian. 

10. As diverse as Yu. Bromley, op. cit., 1985, p. 66, and Carrere 
d'Encausse, op. cit., p. 103. 'surplus' education as those indicated in Figure 
4.24. Table 4.19 shows the leading role of these Republics .. 
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outside their Republic is in the RSFSR, which perhaps denotes the spatial 

character of the sum of their indvidual opportunities. To the extent that 

intervention in support of their developing Soviet institutions takes place, and 

the limited bilingualism noted in Figure 4.11 makes the scale of invention 

necessarily significant, its role is to reintegrate the Georgians into the 

multi-ethnic Soviet system, in a manner similar to manner in which the 

inclusion of a large Armenian minority in Georgia breaches the walls of the 

Georgian ethnocentrism. 

The second class of Republics includes the Turkmen, Azerbaijani, 

Kirghiz, and (marginally) Tajik SSRs. Turkmen, Kirghiz and Tajik SSRs all 

share a significant slack between their level of education and the bilingual 

facility in Russian language; similarly, Turkmen and Tajik SSRs have very 

low levels of urbanization. The distinction between the slack of these 

Republics and that of Armenia SSR and Georgian SSR is in the nature of the 

'opportunity' that is accessible. In light of the Soviet policies of the guided 

development of Soviet nationalities, the slack for peoples emerging from 

tribalism or isolation is absorbed in the process of Soviet national-cultural 

integration. While the prominent position of Kirghiz is unusual, the 

development of a cohesive Soviet nation requires such levels of 
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All-Union support for institutional development. Note, however, that Tajik 

SSR is at the borderline between the second and third rank of Republics in 

terms of the support its institutional development has received. 

Attempting to systematize the character of multi-ethnic relations in 

Soviet Turkestan, the Tajiks constitute something of an anomaly. In the 'Land 

of the Turks', the Tajiks are not Turkic, as are the Azerbaijani, Kazakh, 

Kirghiz, Turkmen, and Uzbek: they are rather Indo-Iranian. If a hierarchy of 

nationality relationships exists in Soviet Turkestan, what role would a major 

non-Turkic people play (ignoring for the moment the role of the Russians)? A 

marginal role might be suspected. It might be supposed that the Tajiks would 

find a place to the side of the Turkic system (certainly true), but not at the 

bottom. If 'bottom' is relative (and in a multi-ethnic society it surely is). The 

position of the Tajiks might be measured in terrris of relative standing vis-a-vis 

the Uzbeks, since Tajik SSR was carved out of the Uzbek SSR in the 1920s. 

As we have seen, in such relative terms, the Tajiks were beneficiaries of that 

partition. In this minimal but sufficient sense, then, the place of the Tajiks in 

thisTurkic region is comfortable, if not expansive: there are apparent limits to 

the All-Union institutional development that is extended. 
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Azerbaijan is the largest of the mid-range class republics in the 

southern tier. although in an absolute sense. its population is less than half 

the largest Republics (its size maintains its numerical significance even after 

deducting the Armenians in Azerbaijan and ignoring the Azerbaijanis in 

Georgia and Armenia 11). Baku has become something of a minor capital of 

the Turkic world. The cultural and lingusitic capital of Turkic Transcaucasia. it 

has a significant reach into the lesser developed Republics of Central Asia: 

its institutions are assisting the development of the institutions of the 

Karakalpak ASSR and the Turkmen SSR. In addition to its education 

institutions. Baku is the seat of Sovetskaya Tiurkologiya. the most important 

Turkic studies journal in the Soviet Union. To the extent that its elite has 

been sovietized. as argued by Figures 4.13 and 4.24. Baku would be an 

ideal regional center. 

11. These semi-tribal peoples although more related to the dialect 
speaking populations of the hinterland of Baku. but by such an ethnic 
partition their interests are more closely identified with Baku than with their 
rural relatives in Azerbaijan: urban Azerbaijanis are only 56% of the total and 
surely this overstates speakers of the official dialect (with 6% living in 
Georgian and Armenian SSRs). but 59.5% of the Azerbaijan SSA. 
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Finally, in the third class, are Uzbek SSR and Kazakh SSR. Each 

Republic arrived at this lower rank through a different historical process. 

Kazakh SSR, with its strong Russian plurality, is or marginal relevance to this 

study. In many respects, it is more like several additional oblasts of the 

RSFSR than a distinct Union Republic. If any Republic is a colony of the 

Russians, it is Kazakh SSR where the Russian colonization is the 

overwhelming reality of its demographic makeup. 

Uzbek SSR, however, presents a seeming paradox: a strongly 

sovietized elite (as noted above in Figure 4.24), but yet a modest level of 

intervention. A large, historically well integrated nation with a high level of 

education, Uzbekistan is characterized by a small level of document 

generation. Cohesive and expansive enough to absorb contiguous, relict 

Turkic populations (like the Karakalpaks of the Ferghana valley who have 

come to consider themselves to be Uzbeks), their economy lags. In their 

broad socio-cultural and institutional continuum reaching from Armenia SSR 

to Uzbek, the Uzbeks have not been the leaders one would expect from their 

historical importance. 

However, before undertaking an analysis of the patterns underlying 

this continuum, a necessary check on the trends noted here remains to be 
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performed. Do the relationships observed in the language studies 

documentation bibliometrics correspond to the bibliometrics of a another 

literature? In answering this question, the Soviet medical literature will be 

examined. Accepting a certain variance, individual institutional development 

is only sustainable if it takes place as part of a simultaneous wave front of 

institutional development. If the relationships observed are more than a 

statistical artifact, then similar relationships will be found in the bibliometrics 

of an independent literature. 
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Chapter Five 

MEDICAL DOCUMENTATION FOR THE SOUTHERN TIER 

The legitimacy of the Soviet Union and the political rule of the 

Communist Party is largely based on the ability to implement a scientifically 

formulated body of social and technology policy, grounded in the Marxist 

science of history, that has come to be known as the Scientific-Technical 

Revolution. Certainly, a central support of regimes claiming such a basis of 

legitimacy is their creation and support for modern medicine. Contrasting 

their forward looking poliCies to the poliCies of the Tsarist government of the 

past, as well as to the backward regimes at the southern periphery (such as 

the Islamic Republic of Iran and the old Kingdom of Afghanistan), the Soviet 

government consistently proclaims itself as a standard bearer of scientific 

thought and method. The clearest test of such a basis for legitimacy, at least 

in the lives of the average Soviet citizen, is the Soviet government's ability to 

provide health services to its people. Providing such health services is a 

major articulated objective of the Soviet government. 
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The development of national medical systems is a process that has 

sigificant social and political overtones. On a social level, the emergence of 

'scientific' medicine displaces traditional medical delivery systems and 

medical specialists (from midwives to pharmacists); on a political level, 

modern medicine means the centralization of health services and its 

cultivation as an instrument of the central authorities, to whatever ends. 

Such patterns are common in the twentieth century, from Pahlavi Iran to the 

United States. The Soviet Union has not been exempt from these 

characteristic implications of 'modern' medicine. 

Indeed, the Soviet Union has embraced modern medicine as an 

instrument for the demonstration of its legitimacy and of social progress. 

Reasonably enough, the more advanced regions of the Soviet Union have 

played a significant role in the development and support of less developed 

regions. In practice, this has meant that backward regions have seen both 

the active assistance and passive monitoring of medical development varying 

proportions in the Soviet southern tier. Accordingly, the volume of medical 

publications in Russian for the Republics varies widely. It should be noted 

that there is no significant single demographic (population, income, 

education) co-variable which offers a necessary or sufficient causation for the 
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dramatic variation between the relative levels of institutional support the 

stream of medical documentation implies. This problem is a familiar one 

from the discussion of the documentation for language studies. 

Medical Documentation In the Soviet the Southern Tier 

One difficulty in working with Russian language medical 

documentation is that the overwhelming share of the medical literature 

produced in the Soviet Union is produced in the RSFSR capital: Moscow. 

As might be expected, the medical documentation to be examined here is 

that which is produced in Russian language (for the paucity of accessible 

medical documentation in the national languages, see again Figure 4.1). 

Accordingly, the analysis of medical documentation production will 

necessarily be at a rather high order of aggregation: just as was true for the 

documentation for language studies, the medical documentation will be 

considered at the topical Republic level. Table 5.1 illustrates the production 



YEAR AZ AR CE KA KI TA TU LIZ 

1966 12 22 3 25 43 8 10 38 
1967 30 24 9 28 43 10 12 36 
1968 18 24 2 31 23 11 11 32 
1969 18 28 3 24 14 6 11 24 
1970 15 22 8 36 36 9 18 25 
1971 18 17 10 19 35 6 12 22 
1972 34 46 13 39 46 21 25 52 
1973 37 35 8 43 31 16 23 39 
1974 37 20 0 37 43 5 23 53 
1975 33 35 1 61 52 19 16 47 
1976 33 28 1 45 64 14 18 57 
1977 35 14 9 46 60 15 13 56 
1978 31 28 5 55 46 16 18 61 
1979 24 22 2 40 52 16 7 45 
1980 24 13 2 47 31 12 12 49 
1981 16 15 5 33 9 7 7 28 
1982 29 15 7 46 15 12 16 45 
1983 22 20 7 40 10 6 18 22 
1984 20 9 2 37 11 16 19 37 
1985 26 4 6 48 17 12 15 44 

TOTAL 561 461 111 859 725 255 332 

TABLE 5.1. Russian Language Medical Documentation By 
Year and Soviet Republics of Transcaucasia and Turke-
stan. Source: Dialog supported version of the Medline Database 
[Index Medicus]. 
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Figure 5.1. Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
the Sourthern Tier, 1966-1985. Source: Medline database. 
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of medical documentation for the time period 1966-1985 for each of the eight 

southern tier Republics. The sum of the indivudual Republic time series 

Table 5.1 presents are illustrated in Figure 5.1. 

Immediately, it is clear that the medical documentation for the 

Southern Tier Republics is at a much larger order of magnitude than the 

language documentation examined earlier. In chapter three, the statistical 

assumption that a greater certainty is the product of database scale. The 

magnitude of the causally independent medical literature is doubly 

advantageous. Relying on the methodical guidelines provided in chapter 

four, the consideration turns to the medical literature of Soviet Transcaucasia. 

Comparative Development of Medical Systems: Transcaucasia 

The three Transcaucasia Union Republics of Azerbaijan, Armenia, 

and Georgia have dramatically differing levels of institutional resources 

committed to medical development as evinced by their documentation 

production. The time series for each Republic appear below in Figures 5.2, 

5.3, and 5.4. Interestingly, although the general trends in the time series for 

each Republic matches that for the region as a whole, Armenian SSR 
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demonstrates more yearly variation than the whole region group, and the 

sparse document production of Georgian SSR means that in some years 

there are no medical publications at all. The best correlation over the entire 

period of the time series is the data for Azerbaijan SSA. In simple rank order 

of the absolute number of Russian-language documents Azerbaijan leads 

Armenia and Georgia; in rank order per capita, illustrated in Figure 5.5, 

Armenia has the highest rate, then Azerbaijan and Georgia. The major 

difference between the relationships illustrated in Figure 5.5 and the 

relationships illustrated in in Figure 4.6 is the major increase in the 

documentation generated for Azerbaijan. Since the statistics in Figure 4-6 

argue for accelerated and subsidized institutional development, the statistics 

in Figure 5-5 make the same argument more strongly. 

In examining the shift in Figure 5.6, the level of documentation 

production that would be required if the documentation were a product 

exclusively of the resident Russians, the figures for Georgia are almost 

unchanged from Figure 4-7 (0.293 in language documentation, to 0.299), but 

Armenia's rate increases from 3.486 to 6.681 almost doubling, while for 

Azerbaijan the rate soars from 0.239 to 1.178 or five~old. The strengths of 
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Figure 5.2. Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Azerbaijan, 1966-1985. Source: Medline database. 
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Figure 5.3. Medical Documentation Generation Timne Series for 
Armenia, 1966-1985. Source: Medline database. 
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Figure 5.4. Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Georgia,- 1966-1985. Source: Medline database. 
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Armenia and Azerbaijan appear in greater relief in Figure 5.6, but represent 

no change in character relative to each other. 

Figures 5.7 illustrating urbanization, Figure 5.8 for bilingualism in 

the Russian language, and Figure 5.9 for secondary and higher education 

rely on the same co-variables as those in Figures 4.9, 4.11, and 4.12, 

respectively. The characteristics of the relationships illustrated here, when 

compared with the language and lingusitics documentation production of the 

three Transcaucasian Republics, despite their logical and mutual causal 

independence, because of the use of the same co-variables. The 

concomitant relationships between bilingualism and higher educated people 

in the nationalities, relying on the data presented in Figure 4.13 is the same 

and offers the same support for the relative standing of the three Republics as 

do the other variables. 

Beginning from the strong corresepondencefor the time period 

under review of the medical documentation production of the three 

Transcaucasian Republics, the correspondence between the two sets of 

independent data is clear. The correspondence of the medical 

documentation trends of the Transcaucasian Republics with their respective 

language documentation productions argues strongly for a mutual source of 
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causation in Soviet nationality policy, ,but the last test is whether the 

correspondence we have seen in Soviet Transcaucasia between these two 

bodies of documentation is sustained in a comparison of the two literatures in 

Soviet Turkestan. 

Comparative Development of Medical Systems: 

Soviet Turkestan 

Soviet Turkestan is one of the most poorly developed regions in the 

Soviet Union, and certainly the home of the most poorly developed of the 

Union Republics. The development of medical infrastructure in the region 

has long been heavily dependent upon the transfer of resources into the 

region: resources from Moscow, which remains the premier center of medical 

research and publication in the Soviet Union. 

The statistical time series for the five Republics of Soviet Turkestan 

(recall that Figure 5.2 illustrates the time series for Azerbaijan), are presented 

in Figures 5.10 to 5.14. In each case, the trends of the time series have a 

strong concomitant variation with that for the region as a whole as illustrated 

in Figure 5.1. In fact, as the number of documents generated for each region 
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Figure 5.10. Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Kazakh, 1966-1985. Source: Medline database. 
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Figure 5.11. Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Klrghiz, 1966·1985. Source: Medline database. 
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Figure 5.12. Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Tajik, 1966-1985. Source: Medline database. 
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Figure 5.14. Medical Documentation Generation Time Series for 
Uzbek, 1966-1985. Source: Medline database. 
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grows in absolute numbers, the correspondence of its concomitant variation 

improves. And, as is readily apparent in comparison with Figures 4.14 to 

4.18, the volume of medical documentation is much greater. 

The basic comparison between the two streams of documentation at 

a Union Republic level for Soviet Turkestan is the same as that for the Soviet 

Transcaucasia: per capita documentation statistics are illustrated in Figure 

5.15. 

The corresponding data for language documentation is noted in 

Figure 4.19. Although the greater volume of medical documentation shifts the 

absolute per capita documentation rate downwards, the correspondence 

by the two documentation sets is very similar. For four of the Republics, the 

relationships exhibited in Figure 4.19 are identical to those in Figure 5.15: 

Kazakh and Uzbek SSR with the lowest documentation productivity, Tajik 

SSR having a higher, but marginal level of documentation, and Azerbaijan in 

the mid-range. Thus, the correlation for the document generation processes 

of the four largest Republics are the same for the two literatures. 

However, an examination of the two Figures indicates that there is a 

sub- stantial difference between the medical and language documentation 

generation data for Kirghiz SSR and Turkmen SSA. In general, the relative 
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standing of the two small nationalities is reversed in the two documentation 

processes. Is there a sufficient difference to refute the logic of an argument 

that the documentation processes should both display the results of the same 

underlying nationality policies? 

In the sense of the absolute number of documents, there is a 

significant difference between the relationships illustrated in Figures 4.19 

and 5.15. In order for Soviet nationality policy to be having an impact on 

institutional development among the Republics of the Southern Tier there is 

no need for there to be an absolute correspondence in all documentation 

patterns. But a more significant issue may be the existence of a co-variable 

that explains much of the variance, both statistically and logically, that is, the 

relative number of documents, not the absoiute number. Without searching 

for some new variable, reference to the relationships illustrated in Figures 

4.20 and 5.16, that for the documentation per resident Russian populations, 

the relationships illustrated for the six Republics again approaches the 

pattern seen throughout this study, with only a slight reduction of 

medical documentation for Turkmen SSR and a slight enhancement for 
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Kirghiz SSA. Compared to the level of language documentation in Turkmen 

SSR, its medical documentation is poorer. 

Although Figure 5.16 does account for a significant part of the 

variance between the documentation processes illustrated in Figures 4.20 

and 5.16, does this shift have some logical explanation? Indeed, since the 

shift that is illustrated in Figure 5.16 is a product of the very high population of 

Russians resident in Kirghiz SSR, such a variance would be explained if it 

could be expected that Russians in Kirghiz SSR would have more interest 

and institutional involvement in medical documentation in preferrance to 

Kirghiz language documentation. That such a situation may be true does not 

require a leap offaith. In fact, the converse argument would be less than 

convincing. The likelihood that Russians will be more involved in medical 

institutions and will publish in Russian, is greater than that Russians will be 

involved in Kirghiz-Ianguage related institutions and will publish in Russian. 

This also explains the slightly better statistics for Kazakh SSR, with its large 

Russian plurality. In this connection it is worth recalling the heavy Soviet 

emphasis on environmental medicine as an element in regional and project 

development. Medical documentation is strongly correlated in the USSR with 

development. 
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The implications for these medical documentation trends of the 

levels of urbanization, bilingualism, and education are presented in Figures 

5.17, 5.18, and 5.19 (which correspond to Figures 4.21, 4.22, and 4.23). As 

noted in the discussion of medical documentation above, these patterns 

correspond to those for literature to the extent that Figure 4.20 and 5.16 

correspond. With some small differences in the smallest Republics in the 

southern tier which is logically explicable, there exists a concomitant 

variation between these two independent language and medical literatures. 

Conclusion 

The support for medical systems and their concomitant 

documentation stream is a political decision. Variance in institutional 

resources among the Republics of the southern tier is the product of centrally 

directed political evaluations. The emphasis on selected regions, such as 

Kirghiz and Turkmen SSRs, as demonstrated in the medical documentation 

stream is a logical and significant benchmark for the Soviet ethnic and 

regional pOlicies, even if an overlooked one. An examination of these 

differences in detail provides a quantitative disaggregation of both policies, 
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and makes possible a more clear explication of the relative position of 

Azerbaijani institutional resources in each of Soviet Transcaucasia and 

Turkestan. The results of such an analysis of the medical documentation also 

run in tandem with the analysis and relationships explored in chapter four for 

a very different literature. 

Although not the largest body of Russian language documentation 

produced among the Republics of Soviet Transcaucasia and Turkestan, the 

,Azerbaijani documents represent a significant part of the total documen-tation 

generated for the region: to be specific 561 of the medical documents 

address Azerbaijan (which is five times the language documentation for 

Azerbaijan). Returning to Figure 5.2, this Russian language medical 

documentation produced for Azerbaijan is a substantial literature. This 

becomes more clear in Figures 5.5 and 5.16, where the per capita 

documentation rate is compared with the other Soviet Transcaucasian and 

Turkestani Republics. 

Only three Republics in both regions exceed the per capita 

production of Russian language medical documentation of Azerbaijan. Each 

warrants an examination. Armenia has a significantly higher rate of Russian 

language medical documentation. Armenian SSR is unique in the southern 
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tier, in that the Armenians have an unusual intellectual strength and vigor 

independent of Soviet institutions, for cultural and historical reasons. This 

vigor is attested to in this rate of document generation and the extensive 

samizdat literature production (which, with the sole exception of Georgian 

SSR, is unique in the southern tier Republics). This is emphasized by the 

percentage of Russians living in Armenian SSR, the lowest in any of the 

Southern Tier Republics at only 2.3%. The competitiveness of the Armenians 

as gauged by this bibliometric measure of medical documentation generation 

is strong. And this measure of Armenian competitiveness and productivity 

precisely corresponds to its position in language documentation generation. 

Similarly, Azerbaijan preserves its role as a strong regional leader 

in this appraisal of the medical documentation trends. Although in neither 

field of documentation the generator of the greatest number of documents, its 

strongly sovietized elite maintains regional leadership, with its strong 

mid-range documentation generation underpinned with the strongest 

industrial economy in the Southern Tier (although the economic significance 

of the industrial wage earners in the Soviet Union is falling as rural and urban 

wages structures are converging). Azerbaijan remains, through the analysis 

of medical documentation processes, the largest Republic to be a beneficiary 
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of the continuing institutional development in the region. In addition, in 

absolute numbers of medical documents, Azerbaijan is by far the regional 

medical research center of Transcaucasia, with all that this implies for 

non-research medical institutions. 

Georgian SSR continues in its third place ranking in Transcaucasia 

with a very modest showing in Russian-language medical documentation 

productivity. Two tenative explanations which may share some of the 

causation for this low "absolute and relative number: either the very large 

number of Georgians with higher education but no Russian-language skills 

includes a sizeable local medical establishment, or in the framework of a 

regional allocation of medical resources, Georgia does not warrant the 

regional center role created for Azerbaijan by its large relative documentation 

generation level. This is an area for future research. 

The absolute documentation generation level for the Tajik SSR 

places the Republic's its medical documentation level at the same relative 

position as its language documentation, at the lowest edge of the midrange. 

Turkmen SSR and Kirghiz SSR both have heavy support for their medical 

institutions. as evinced by their documentation productivity, although the 

number of Russian colonists in Kirghiz may explain its higher level of 
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document generation vis-a-vis its relatively weaker position in language 

documentation. These two most underdeveloped Republics in Turkestan are 

the two to have the largest commitment of institutional resources: the future 

may see them emerge as among the most economically developed republics 

in the USSR. At the same time, these two Republics are among the most 

artificial jurisdictions in the region, and those with the lowest historical and 

present educational accomplishments. While the high documentation 

volume of Armenia is one of the strength of local institutions, the high volume 

medical documentation produced for Kirghiz SSR and TurkmenSSR can only 

be the product of a strong infusion. of institutional resources from the 

All-Union [Soviet and Russian] level. 

One curious note in the relative status of Kirghiz SSR and Kazakh 

SSR is their very divergent documentation, and hence institutional, scale. 

The case of Kirghiz SSR, a population essentially spun off the Kazakhs into 

its own Republic, is one which clearly requires the scale of resources 

demonstrated by its record of heavy documentation generation: on its own, 

the Republics' institutional resources are too modest to meet the medical 

systems requirements of its population. Only through the commitment of 

All-Union support can the medical institutions needed by the Republic be 
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created and supported: the kind of personnel that staff those institutions is 

perhaps indicated by the heavy Russian-language documentation that is its 

corollary. 

By contrast, the Republic of Kazakh SSR, which has a plurality of 

Russians (40.8% Russians to 36.0% Kazakhs) and a long standing record of 

heavy Russian colonization, has a very poor record of documentation 

generation. Kazakh SSR has the same lowest level of documentation 

generation as Uzbek SSA. Such a low level of institutional commitment can 

only indicate the low priority Kazakh SSR has been granted: the Republic 

warrants limited resource allocations since it is seen as both ethnically and 

institutionally neutralized by the large Russian presence, and is perhaps 

seen as being equally served by the institutional resources of the Russian 

oblasts of southwestern Siberia. For both reasons, Kazakh SSR does not 

warrant a higher priority. 

However, the policy implications that underlie these documentation 

processes remain to be expalined. This study has systematically addressed 

the documentation generation processes in the southern tier for two 

independent literatures, but only as the basis for the analysis of the 

nationalities pOlicies in the southern tier. For in the conflicting claims about 
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Soviet policy in the Southern Tier, little has been done to generate 

independent statistics on the kinds of comparative institutional development 

that must underpin the policies. That the policies exist is true, that their 

impact varies among the Republics is assumed. but until quantified that 

differential impact remains nothing more than an assumption. Underlying the 

documentation generation patterns in the Southern Tier, patterns that run in 

tandem for completeiy unrelated literatures, is Soviet nationality policy. And 

the essence of the policy is its disaggregation of the region into Republics 

that play differing roles in the nationality system that is the structure of the 

Soviet nationality pOlicies. It is to the question of the policies that underlie the 

documentation patterns (and the institutional processes on which they are 

. contingent) and their regional structure, that we finally turn. 



Chapter Six 

CONCLUSION: 

COMPETITIVE INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
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The idea that minority nationalities cannot but seek to break out of 

mUlti- ethnic states, a notion which neglects both the arguments of the 

Austro-Slavs and of the Stalinists, receives a gentle refutation in a curious 

interview with Owen Lattimore. When asked whether it is true that the Soviet 

minorities 'want out', Lattimore softly responds by asking what 'out' can 

possibly mean. Responding to the same environment that conditioned the 

political and cultural options of the Austro-Slavs, it may be possible that 

national minorities, when granted small autonomies and equalities, may 

embrace their circumstances, without rebellion, until such an option is 

destroyed by great nationality chauvinism. 

But clearly, there exist political options for the state that needs to 

and is willing to deal with the legitimate concerns of its nationalities.There is 

no necessity multi- ethnic polities to be unstable: historically, such states are 

the norm. Owen Lattimore states the point with precision: 



Returning to minorities within the Soviet Union and China, 
why should they 'want out'? Where would they go? The ques
tion can be answered by asking another question. Do the 
American Blacks, American Navahos [sic], and Pueblo Indians 
'want out'? What all such minorities want is recognition of 
their right to be proud of themselves plus a fair shake, a fair 
chance, within the general community. They don't want out, 
they want up.1 
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One major task of Soviet nationality policy has been the creation of 

many of the nationalities it intends to guide. Certainly there did exist vast 

populations of heterogeneous historical, linguistic and social origins, but the 

task of shaping appropriately Soviet peoples is adequately stated in the old 

injunction: national in form, socialist in content. Soviet nationality policy has 

meant the creation of Soviet nationalities. 

The development of Soviet nationalities, whether working from tribal 

peoples or industrialized regions, has not been a homogeneous process. 

The creation of a network of minority national republics probably will tend to 

result in a different kind impact on each of the nationalities, even if the 

1. William O. McCagg, "Conversation With Owen lattimore", in 
Soviet Asian Ethnic Frontiers, ed. by William O. McCagg and Brian D. Silver 
(New York, N.Y.: Pergamon Press, 1979), pp. 264-265. 
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purpose is precisely equal; development. In fact. the question of whether 

development should be dispersed or concentrated has debated in the USSR 

since its foundation. However. the purpose of any minority policy is 

necessarily to increase the integration of the minority into the state system. at 

whatever level. 

In tandem with the selective and purposive character of the Soviet 

nationality policy is the spatial distribution of documentation generation over 

time. The linkages among the Southern Tier republics that is argued 

by the documentation patterns examined in chapters four and five is the 

basis for a consistent evalutaion of the underlying objectives of that 

nationality policy. This policy can be understood beginning with the 

awareness that the nationality relationships can be and have been planned 

to be a source of strength for the Soviet Union (providing a distant echo of the 

convictions of the Austro-Slavs). Rather than being the opening for the revolt 

of the Soviet nationalities. the nationality system is an instrument of Soviet 

hegemony in the Southern Tier. 
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The Nationality System In the Southern Tier 

The differential advantages for the Republics of the southern tier is, 

however, erected upon a single socio-economic fact of tremendous 

significance: the nationalities of the Southern Tier have each and all seen a 

tremendous improvement in the conditions of their lives. People have better 

homes, more equality, better health, literacy, and an unprecedented access 

to higher education. Although such real claims are important, such 

socio-economic facts do not end all ethnic competition in the region: 

consider the irredentist claims made by the Armenian dissidents against 

Azerbaijan.2 The Sovet nationality policy can only be understood in the 

context of the inter-nationality relations that they implement. Examining the 

institutional development (that is a necessary concomitant of the nationality 

policies) through the documentation generated at an instititutionallevel, the 

2. L. Alexeyeva, op.cit., pp. 122:.123. 
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aggregate of Soviet nationality policy on a southern tier basis can be broken 

down into a series of very different local implementations. 

A starting pOint for the examination of nationality policy is the 

problem posed by different levels of socio-cultural and economic 

development among the nationalities. For some nationalities, the very 

process of establishing their ethnic boundaries becomes a question of 

importance. The creation of the Kirghiz nationality from a sub-population of 

the Kazakh illustrates how fundamental a change can be put into motion by 

nationality policy. The detribalization of the Turkmen is similarly an instance 

of the processes that can creat a nation from disparate, if related peoples. 

The two Republics having the lowest level of national socio-cultural 

development, and the shortest history of 'national' existence (in the Soviet 

sense) are the Turkmen SSR and the Kirghiz SSR. These two new nations, 

both forged together from tribal fragments, have the heaviest per capita 

production of documentation in both the language and medical fields. The 

greatest beneficiaries of the nationalities policy in the southern tier, both 

Republics have levels of documentation generation that argue for a major 

and continuing commitment of resources from the All-Union level. This 
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commitment at the All-Union level has both internal and external implications 

for the Soviet policy makers. 

In addition, both these Titular nationalities, the Turkmen and the 

Kirghiz are partitioned by the border of the Soviet Union. The condition of 

their compatriots, the Turkmen in Iran and the Kirghiz in China, offer the 

Soviet Turkmen and the Soviet Kirghiz no incentives to seek better conditions 

beyond the Soviet border. In each case, the condition of their 'relatives' 

abroad is very much inferior, whether in the People's Republic of China or in 

the Islamic Republic of Iran. Significant commitments of institutional 

resources among such small and strategic peoples offers a much larger 

return than larger peoples. The added advantage of the propaganda value 

. of development in these republics should not be overlooked: it has not been 

overlooked by the Soviets. But do not forget that the content of such 

propaganda is the improvements the government has made in the lives of the 

people. 

More significant are the political implications of the support for and 

development of the Soviet nationalities of the Turkmen and the Kirghiz. In 

each case, these peoples lived near larger populations with which they had 

historical and cultural affiliations. The Turkmen number only about 1.5 million 
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(less than even the Chuvash and little larger than the population of the 

Karakalpak ASSR at 900 thousand) and live in the proximity of the 9.1 million 

Uzbeks. The Kirghiz number 1.4 million, and live in contiguous to the Kazakh 

SSR. In each case, the separation of these peoples into distinct social and 

institutional entities diminished the ethnic hegemony of the two largest 

nationalities in the Southern Tier. In the case of the Kazakhs (and if the 

Kirghiz would have become as fully Kazakh over time as have the 

Karakalpak of the Ferghana Valley), the separation of the Kirghiz into a 

distinct nationality made not only the Kirghiz a minority in their own Republic, 

but reduced the percentage of the Kazakhs to below the plurity of the 

Russians resident in the Kazakh SSR. The partition of Kazakhstan made not 

only two Turkic nationalities, but two Turkic minorities. 

Similarly, the Tajik SSR was amputated from the Uzbek state in the 

1920s, again reducing"the traditional ethnic hegemony of the Uzbek. The 

Tajik SSR. however, does not see the scale of a institutional support lavished 

on the Kirghiz and the Turkmen. In ethnicity and linguistics distinct from the 

Turkic peoples of Turkestan, the Tajik have a Titular Republic, if relatively little 

more than that. The documentation generation patterns argue that their 

significance is modest in the nationality system of the southern tier. With a 
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documentation productivity higher that that of Uzbek SSR, the are 

beneficiaries of the partition, but their level of institutional development 

implies only a secondary significance. There is a clear logic to this ranking: 

the Tajik have no probable ethnic allies in the southem tier, and the condition 

of the Tajik externally is unenviable.3 If the nationality policy in the Southern 

Tier is an instrument to promote state security, the potential threat of the Tajik 

is minimal: this is reflected in their ranking at the lower mid-range in 

institutional development as imaged by their documentation generation 

record. 

In Soviet Turkestan, indeed, in all of the Southern Tier, the largest 

nationalities are the Kazakh and the Uzbek. Both Republics have low levels 

of documentation generation. In each of the independent literatures, these 

largest republics have the lowest per capita productivity. Their institutional 

development lags behind all the other republics of the region. Uzbek SSR 

even has a lower per capita language documentation productivity (at 0.007 

per 1000) than Karakalpak ASSR (at 0.025 per 1000). 

3. E. Naby, "The Ethnic Factor in Soviet-Afghan Relations", in Miml 
Survey, Vol. 20, No.3 (March 1980), pp. 237-256. 
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Although Uzbek nationality is often seen as the potential center of a 

Muslim demographic ground swell against the Great Russian nationality and 

the Soviet political system, Uzbek SSR has seen a (perhaps not coincidental) 

continuning diminution of its ethnic hegemony, here defined as the peoples 

that are under the leadership of its republic. Its position is probably 

overstated by even its reduced formal status: even after the formal secession 

of Turkmen SSR and Tajik S~R, the level of institutional development 

evinced by the documentation generation for Karakalpak ASSR argues for 

Uzbek authority there to be purely formal. As illustrated in the case study, the 

Karakalpaks have closer institutional ties to Azerbaijan and Moscow than to 

the Uzbek SSR. This same process of partition affects the Kazakhs in their 

Republic, and to the extent that the Kirghiz have been separated from the 

Kazakh SSR, the Kazakh have even become a minority in their own 

Republics. 

Because it is such a clear exposition of the problems posed by 

ethnic processes in the Uzbek SSR, the Karakalpak ASSR warrants further 

attention. Similar to Turkmen SSR and Tajik SSR, it represents the formal 

refuge for people that otherwise would have had the same fate as their 

Karakalpak brethren in the Ferghana Valley: assimilation into the Uzbek 
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nationality. Although at a low political level, the Karakalpak ASSR does even 

warrant a higher per capita production of language documentation, as we 

have seen. Significantly, much osfthis documentation is produced in Moscow 

and Baku. The political implications of this pattern of institutional 

relationships are too obvious: in the nationality system in Soviet Turkestan, 

Karakalpak SSR has developed closer institutional ties to Baku than Uzbek 

SSR. It may be no coincidence that the first new town capital built in the 

Soviet Union was Nukus, the capital of Karakalpak ASSR. This early priority 

for the support of the Karakalpak nationality, dating to the earliest years of the 

Soviet state, illustrates the process of turning uncertainty into strength. 

Instead of the large Uzbek nationality growing by the absorption of the 

Karakalpak. a process not too difficult to anticipate, the Karakalpak nationality 

has been consolidated in alliance with outside assistance. 

Without question, a militant ethnic resurgence by the Uzbek would 

be a most unwelcome phemomenon among the Karakalpaks: the creation of 

the Karakalpak ASSR assumes almost the stature of an ethnic buffer region 

at the ethnic frontier of the Uzbek national region. In this light, the nationality 

policy seems to have taken a very long perspective indeed, here on the 

order of at least a century: it is almost as if the Russians had been dealing 
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with nationality problems for such a long time that a century does not seem 

such a distant horizon. In fact, the Russians have had some kind of policy for 

managing the steppe peoples for almost a millenium. 

Soviet Transcaucasia, a region with a much higher level of 

socio-cultural and economic poses a different set of problems for the Soviet 

nationality policy. The Georgian and Armenian SSRs have long histories of 

independence and as we have seen have 'autonomous' elites unique in the 

Southern Tier. The continuing existence of strong dissident nationalisms in 

Armenia and Georgia continue to pose a dilemma for the central government. 

However, the system of nationality relationships that emerge from the 

comparative analysis of the documentation generation records of the three 

Transcaucasian Republics argue that a stable system of relations has been 

evolved in Transcaucasia. 

Armenian SSR stands in the first rank of documentation production 

among the major Republics, despite a series of ethnic partitions that have left 

it with only some 85% of the population the Republic would have had 

assuming a more 'precise' correspondence between ethnic and Republic 

boundaries. This stands in a marked contrast to the benefits derived from the 

neighboring Republics: Azerbaijan SSR has 137% and Georgian SSR 
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154% of the populations to be expected. If there were a link between the 

formulation of nationality policy and the creation of Republic boundaries, then 

Armenia was subjected to the same process of ethnic partition that reduced 

Uzbek SSR and Kazakh SSR. If the partition of the nationality regions in 

Turkestan was driven by demographics, the partition of historical and ethnic 

Armenia was driven by intellectual-institutional causes. 

Even with the smallest population in Transcaucasia, the per capita 

documentation generation in language materials is the largest for any 

republic in the Southern Tier. Similar hea~· production of documentation in 

the medical literature places Armenia in the first rank. With an elite of with 

only a limited degree of sovietization, and strong local and international 

irredenist movements, the Armenians pose the major threat to a nationality 

policy predicated on reducing ethnic conflict and on enhancing the power of 

the central government. The solution to this intractable problem in 

Transcaucasia resembles that implemented in Turkestan: partition the 

significant nationalities, and support the institutional development of peoples 

whose nationality, being more fully a Soviet product, will have a strongly 

sovietized elite. 
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Georgian SSR, however, does not fit into this scheme with any real 

precision. Rather, the high level of the socio-cultural development of the 

Georgians poses its own distinctive problem. If the Soviet nationality policy 

model found its most precise fit among the poorly developed regions of 

post-revolutionary Central Asia, the worst fit was in Georgia. 

Georgian SSR has the worst level of elite pre-emption by 

sovietization among any of the nationalities of the Southern Tier. No other 

Republic has so many people with secondary and higher education that 

choose to not speak Russian. Similar to the Armenians in this respect and in 

their dissident nationalism, the Georgians differ from the Armenians in their 

fierce insularity. Accordingly, the approach taken to integrate the Georgians 

into the Southern Tier system of relationships among Nationalities has a 

different character than that for the Armenians. To two policies have an 

interesting point of contact, however, in the intrusion of a large Armenian 

minority into Georgia. Although mentioned in the discussion of Armenia as 

an example of the partition of the Armenian nationality, the other side of the 

same partition is the inclusion of a large and well educated minority in 

Georgia. The partitions in Transcaucasia also a standard difference from 

those in Central Asia: the partitions divide people of the same nationality in 
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Transcaucasia, in Central Asia partitions come closer to being authentic 

ethnic boundaries. 

In terms of documentation, Georgian SSR has a mediocre ranking: 

sufficient to maintain Georgia in a mid-range of the Southern Tier Republics, 

its status is little better than Tajik SSA. The large autonomous elite of 

educated is not reflected in the documentation patterns: their activities take 

place in fora other than Soviet institutions in Georgia. Quite like Tajik SSR, 

Georgia represents a nationality without potential ethnic allies in the region, 

and can best serve the nationality system, as does Tajik SSR, through its role 

in partitioning and counterbalancing of the larger Uzbek nationality. 

Azerbaijan stands alone in the complexity of its role in the Southern 

Tier, and not Simply as a product of its geographic position at the interface 

between Transcaucasia and Turkestan. Rather, the complexity of the role of 

Azerbaijan stems from the complexity of the ethnic processes in which it has 

been involved, and the opportunity the Azerbaijan presents the nationality 

policy planner. 

Different in scale but not in character from the accretion processes 

that have seen the expansion of the Kirghiz and Turkmen nationalities from 

nominal classifications, the expansion of the official Soviet Azerbaijani 
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nationality from its cradle in the Tsarist oil boomtown of Baku is radically 

different from the partitions undergone by the Uzbek and Kazakh. The 

Azerbaijani are the largest nationality in the Soviet Union to have grown by 

assimilation, not even excepting the Great Russian absorption of the Tatars, 

and the only nationality to have grown significantly by assimilation in the 

Southern Tier. 

The expansion of the Soviet Azerbaijani nationality has had several 

elements, but the creation of a unified Turkic nationality throughout Soviet 

Transcaucasia has been a continuing theme. Rural-urban migration into 

Baku and its sister industrial cities, with their vigorous economy built on 

petroleum, petrochemicals, and electro metallurgy , has played a continuing 

role in the growth of the official nationality in Azerbaijan as in other regions 

dominated by an ethnos. Language modernization processes support the 

official nationality, and such a strengthened official dialect has become the 

sole internal medium for Azerbaijani education and documentation. The 

implications of R~public boundaries have had the affect of partitioning only 

rural dialect speaking Azerbaijanis: this obliges them to identify with the 

official dialect if they are to preserve any of their language or culture through 

institutional means. Similarly, the process of classification of Turkic tribal 
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elements in the region has added to the official Azerbaijani population, 

especially in other Transcaucasian Republics. These six measures have 

greatly reinforced the Soviet Azerbaijani nationality to the extent that it has 

become the largest part of the Azerbaijani Turkic ethnos: at least as much as 

62% of the Azerbaijani Turkic ethnos use the official dialect. 

The case of the Azerbaijani vis-a-vis their Iranian 'brothers' is 

precisely the same as the case of the Turkmen and Kirghiz considered 

above, although more Azerbaijani live across the border in Iran than live in 

the USSR. The Azerbaijanis of the Soviet Union are quite aware of the 

ethnic repression in neighboring Iran, and the continuing underdevelopment 

of Iranian Azerbaijan provides no meaningful alternatives to the Soviet 

Azerbaijanis. 

Considering that the Soviet nationalities policy is a complex network 

of relationships along many simultaneous channels, the geopolitical 

calculations that are underlying much of the policy can be reasonably be 

extended over the border. Can it be a coincidence that the three Republics ~ 

with the leading institutional resources here are also the three Republics with 

the highest percentage of their historical/ethnic populations outside and 

contiguous to the border of their Union Republics? Soviet Nationalities that 
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are beneficiaries of the policy are nationalities that had difficulty in competing 

before the rise of Soviet power, or that continue to have ethnic-based 

difficulties beyond the border. The contribution of the Soviet nationality policy 

to the loyalty of selected nationalities is beyond question: for it is only with the 

aid of Soviet Power that they have been able to persist in the face of intensive 

ethnic competition in the region. 

But with the aid of Soviet Power, Azerbaijan has become a strong 

leader of the region in terms of the size of its Republics (recall its total 

population of 154% of the Azerbaijani population), with the highest volume of 

documentation generation despite its low level of education, and its having 

the highest documentation generation volume of any of the large Republics. 

Concurrently, the Azerbaijan SSR has been the benficiary of a series of 

accretions to its official nationality without parallel in the Southern Tier. The 

magnitude of the Azerbaijani nationality has been built with a vigor 

comparable only among the Soviet defined and created Titular Nationalities 

of Turkmen SSR and Kirghiz SSR. Azerbaijan also has one of the two most 

sovietized elites in the region (only Uzbek SSR has a higher rank on that 

scale). 
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Azerbaijan has grown in numbers, regional ethnic hegemony, and 

in institutional stature as a consequence of the design of Soviet nationality 

policy and of the regional implications of that policy. The pivotal geographic 

position of Azerbaijan at the conjunction of Soviet Transcaucasia and Soviet 

Turkestan, which was recognized in Tsarist times, remains. Azerbaijan was 

then, and continues to be, the strategic crossroads of the Southern Tier. 

Azerbaijan is both the largest Republic in Transcauscasia, and the regions 

principle beneficiary of institutional development. With a major and leading 

role in the nationality relations of Soviet Turkestan, as illuminated by the 

institutional linkages to the soviet development of the Karakalpak nationality, 

Azerbaijan has a demonstrated reach. And at the same time, their heavily 

. sovietized elite constrains their autonomy into 'productive' competition. 

Having the leading role in the Soviet system of nationality relations, 

Azerbaijan capitalizes upon its legitimacy as both Turkic and as Muslim. 

These characterizations both balance the Armenians in Transcaucasia, and 

challenge the possibility that the Uzbeks could aspire to any significant 

regional hegemony of Muslim or Turkic peoples. The role of the nationality 

system of relations, and the role of Azerbaijan as the principle regional agent 

for the implementation of the Nationality Policy precludes the creation of any. 
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anti-Soviet or anti-Russian unified Muslim ethnic hegemony led by the 

Uzbeks in Central Asia. 

A people trainined by the Soviet educational system, speaking a 

language shaped by Soviet language modernization processes, and being 

members of a nationality expanded and defined by Soviet guided ethic 

processes, the sovietized Azerbaijani elite are conthiuing benificiaries of 

sustained and significant assistance for institutional development. With 

neither the motives nor autonomous resources for opposition to Soviet 

Power. Azerbaijan is instead the solid ethnic and geopolitical keystone of 

Soviet nationality policy in the Southern Tier. 
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Appendix A 

Second-Language Publications on the Karakalpak Language 

The following listing is derived from James Joseph Sanchez. 

Enymerative Bibliography of Contemporary Karakalpak Langyage. Tucson, 

Arizona: Tucson Applied Liguistics Group. 1986 (hereafter .E,a). This listing 

varies by omission of manuscripts. by omission of three publications from 

non-Soviet sources, and by the omission of publications not in Soviet 

second-languages. As a language with limited bibliographic control, the 

sporatic entry of the Karakalpak single-language documents (and in .Eft the 

only Karakalpak single-language documents are those cited in works 

published in second-language documents) precludes their use of the 

purposes of this study: the bibliographic citation of such documents would 

approach random. The enumerative citations below also represent a 

revision of fR entries. 

Part One that follows provides the most complete bibliographic 

listing of the second-language publications on Karakalpak produced in the 

Soviet Union that can be created from the international literature. This 
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enumerative bibliography then becomes the basis for the generation of 

quantitative data for the geobibliometric analysis presented as a case study in 

chapter three. The purpose of this analysis is not to look exclusively at 

Russian second-language studies of Karakalpak, but whether the 

second-language document is produced in Armenia SSR, Azerbaijan SSR, 

Kara- kalpak ASSR, Uzbekistan SSR, or RSFSR, the second-language 

selected is Russian. The use of Russian as the AII-Un'ion medium of 

communication is demonstrated in this case study, even if indirectly, with 

precision. 

Part Two, the Data Set for the Case Study of Karakalpak, provides a 

detail- ing of the grouping of the data used in the geobibliometric analysis, 

with the assignment of each document, indicated by its number in the 

enumerative bibliography that constitutes Part One. 



Part One: 

Enumerative Bibliography of Soviet Second-Language 

Publications on Karakalpak 

1. Avezov, Makset. Slozngpodcinennoe Predlozhenie V Sovremennom 
Karakalpakskom JaZYke I Ego Struk1ura Osnoynye Po 
Slpvonym Predlozeniyam S Pridatocnymj Vremeni. [Complex 
Sentences and Structures in Contemporary Karakalpak. Basic 
Materials on Sentences from Earlier Times]. Nukus·, Kara
kalpak ASSR: Karakalpakiya, 1972. 11 Op. 

2. Baskakov, N.A. Grammatika Karakalpakskogo Yazyka [Grammar of 
the Karakalpak languageJ. Moscow, RSFSR: [No Publisher], 
1933. About 120p. 

3. -------, ed. Karakalpaksko-Busskjy Siovar' [Karakalpak-Bussian 
Dictionary]. Moscow, RSFSR: [No Publisher], 1958. 

4. ------. Karakalpakskii Yazyke 1.11 [Karakalpak language I. II]. 
Moscow, RSFSR: [No Publisher], 1951-1952. 

• Nukus is a planned new town founded in Karakalpakistan in the 
early 1930s. Reaching a population of 5000 in 1935, Nukus 
superceeded Turtkul as ASSR capital in 1939. 
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5. ------. "Karakalpakskiy Yazyk" ["Karakalpak Language1, in 
Tjurkskjy VazykL [Turkjc LanguagesJ, by N.A. Baskakov. Mos
cow, RSFSR: Nauka, 1966. pp.301-309. 

6. ------- "S.E. Malov Ilzuchenie Karakalpakskogo Yazyka" [S.E. 
Malov and Karakalpak Language Studies1, in Sovetskaia 
Tjurkologiia, 1975, Number 5, September-October 1975. pp. 
53-59. 

7. Begzhanov, Turganfaj. K Voprosam Karakalpakskoy Djalektologii. 
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Na Materiale Leksiki Mujkogo Govora Karakalpaksom Yazyke. 
[On problems in Karakalpak Djalectology Materials On Lexjcal 
Elements Of Spoken Karakalpak LanguageJ. Nukus, Karakalpak 
ASSR: Karakapakiya, 1971. 212p. 

8. -------"0 Terminakh Shelkovodstva V Karakalpakskom Yazyke" 
["On the Karakalpak Language Terminology for Silk'1, in 
Soyetskaia Tjurkologiia, 1979, Number 5, September-October 
1975. pp. 85-89. 

9. ------- "Zametki Ob Etimologii Nekotorykh Skotovodcheskikh 
Terminov V Karakalpakskom Yazyke" ["Notes on the Etymo
logy of Several Cattle Breeding Terms in Karakalpak"], in 
Sovetskaia Tiurkologii.:a, 1980, Number 4, July-August 1980. 
pp.85-89. 

10. Berdimuratov, E. Razyjtje Karakalpakskoy Leksjki V Syyazj S 
Razvitiem Funkcional'nykh Stilej. [Ihe Development of the 
Karakalpak Lexicon Concurrent With the Development of a 
Functional Style]. Nukus, Karakalpak ASSR: Karakalpakiya, 
1973. 312p. 



11. Buranov, Dzh., and P.K. Kurbanazarov. Karakalpaksko-Angliskiy 
Sloyar'. [Karakalpak-English DjctjonaryJ. Nukus, Karakalpak 
ASSR: Karakalpakiya, 1970. 

12. Dauenov, E. Siovosocetaniya V Sovremennom Karakalpakskom 
Yazyke. [Word Pairs in Contemporary Karakalpak LanguageJ. 

Nukus, Karakalpak ASSR: Karakalpakiya, 1973. 96p. 

13. Dospanov, V. "Tsennyi Vklad V Karakalpakskoe Yazykoznanie: 0 
Rabote S.E. Malova 'Zametki 0 Karakalpakskom Yazyke,n 
["Valuable Contributions To Karakalpak Studies: On the Work 
of S.E. Malov "Notes On Karakalpak Language"], in Soyetskaja 

Jjurkologiia, 1975, Number 5, September-October 1975. 
pp.74-77. 

14. Karimkhodzhaev, Sh. "Osobennosti Osvoenniia Ruuskim Yazkom 
Karakalpakskikh Zaimstvovanii: Po Materialam Khudozhest
vennoi I Nauchno-Populiarmoi Literatury" ["Particular Entry 
of Russian Loanwords in Karakalpak. Materials on Artistic 
and Popular Literature"], in Soyetskaja Tjurkologiia, 1976, 
Number 5, September-October 1976. pp. 28-35. 

15. Khamidov, Khusnaddin. Ocerki Po Istorii Karakalpakskogo Yazyka. 
Osnow Ha Materialakh Rukopjsnykh Istochnikov. [Outline of 
1b.e History of the Karakalpak Language Basic Materials on 
Manuscript Sourcesj. Nukus, Karakalpakiya: Karakalpakiya, 
1974. 358p. 

16. Koshchanov, K.M. "Solovobrzovanie Sushchestvitel'nykh Ha Baze 
Russkikh Iinternatsional'nykh Siov V Karakalpakskom 
Yazyke" ["Syllables in The Karakalpak Language Built on 
Russian Roots and International Words'1, in Sovetskaia 
TIurkologiia, 1978, Number 4, July-August 1978. pp. 40-43. 
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17. Maksetov, K.M. Soyremennjy Karakalpakskiy Yazyk C 1 
Morfologiya. [Contemporary Karakalpak Language. C. 1, 
Morphology]. Nukus, Karakalpak: Karakalpakiya ASSR, 1974. 

298p. 
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18. Nasyrov,D.S. Issledovaniya Po Karakalpakskomu Yazyku. Sbornik 
Statej. [lnvestiQations in Karakalpak Language State 
Conference]. Nukus, Karakalpak ASSR: Karakalpakiya, 1971. 

302p. 

19. -------, "Mezdialektnye Kontakty Na Juge Karakalpakii I 
Osobennosti Razvitiya Juznogo Dialekta Karakalpakskogo 
Yazyka" ["Mesolect Contacts in Southern Karakalpak and the 
Development of the Particularities of Southern Karakalpak 
Language Dialects"], in Ungyjsticheskaya Geografiya 
Dialektogiya I Istoriya Yazyka [Linguistic Geography. Dialects. 
and the History of Language], ed.by R.I. Avanesov, et al. 
Erevan, Armenia SSR: Akademia, 1976. pp. 215-223. 

20. Nauruzbaeva, S.T. FrazeoloQjcheskje Edinjey V Karakalpaksko
Russkom Yazyke. [Phraseological Idioms in the Karakalpak
Russian DjctionaryJ. Tashkent, Uzbekistan: FAN, 1972. 148p. 

21. Polivanov, Yeo D. Nekotoriye Foneticheskiye Osobennosti Karakal
pakskogo Yazyka" ["Some Phonological Peculiarities of the 
Karakalpak Language"], in Trudi Khvaryezmoskoi Ekspeditsii 
[Publicatjons of the Khwaraizm Expedition]. Tashkent, Uzbek-
stan SSR: 1933. 27p. 

22. Tolstova, L.S. "Orevnevostochye Antroponimicheskie Assotsiatsii 
V Karakalpakskom Istoricheskom Fol'klore" ["The Association 
of Ancient Anthroponyms with Karakalpak Historical Folk-
lore"], in Onmnastika Vostoka [Eastern Onomasticonsj, ed. 



by E.M. Murzaev, V.A. Nikonov, and V.V. Tsybul'skii. Moscow, 
RSFSR: Nauka,1980. pp.67-71. 

23. Umarov, Anes. SOPQstavitel'nyj Sintaksis Russkogo I Karakalpak
skogo Yazykov. [A Comparison of the Syntax of Russian and 
Karakalpak Laogyages]. Nukus, Karakalpak ASSR: Karakal
pakiya, 1973. 324p. 
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Part Two 

Data Set For the Case Study of Karakalpak 

The citations in the enumerative bibliography as divided into sets 

that are determined simply by place of publication: in each instance, the 

publications are produced in the capitals of the SSR or ASSR concerned. 

Armenia SSR: 

Azerbaijan SSR: 

Karakalpak ASSR: 

RSFSR: 

Uzbekistan SSR: 

19. 

06,08,09,13,14,16. 

01,07,10,11,12,15,17,18,23. 

02, 03, 04, 05, 22. 

20,21. 
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