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ABSTRACT 

The dissertation presents a critical analysis of the 

political rhetoric of newspaper articles in the East German 

Neues Deutschland and the west German Die Zeit that relate 

directly to the public attitudes to reunification. The 

dissertation includes rhetorical analyses of articles from 

the two newspapers between October 1989 and October 1990. 

The analysis also includes personal interviews of East and 

West Germans held during that period and the broader 

historical developments that led up to unification. These 

analyses offer insights into how mass media represent broad 

political developments in light of contrasting political 

ideologies and purposes. 

8 

Historical events have made German identity 

problematic. The events of the Second World War have only 

exacerbated the problems. The conflict of ideologies 

between East and West present an excellent opportunity for 

assessing how dramatically different ideologies shape public 

discourse. The historical dynamics of German identity 

present a powerful example of how public identities are 

constructed and reconstituted with changes in political 

conditions. 

Rhetoric can contribute to an understanding of these 

politial processes by shedding light on how strategies for 

representation and persuasion are used to shape public 
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opinion. By using rhetoric and hermeneutics as methods of 

inquiry, we will explore how the East German Neues 

Deutschland and the west German Die Zeit advanced social 

emancipation. The communicative analysis of definition, 

metaphor, and symbol showed how the newspapers gradually 

helped shape unification into a process that confirmed such 

social emancipation. Definition tried to reestablish order 

after the initial euphoria among Germans. Metaphor outlined 

how the newspaper provided options for people's empowerment. 

The symbol completed the process of emancipation by 

directing negotiations of values between East and west 

Germany. 
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Inter-Views as Preface 

Haller: The attempts that have been made to reach political understanding 
between West and East Germans since the fall of the Wall have run into a 
particular difficulty. This difficulty presents itself in the formation of two 
systems of separate socialization patterns, of different legal convictions and 
languages. No talk of understanding of agreement is taking place; the political 
communication is characterized by its distorted direction. How could it be 
rectified? Which topics that concern the future of the new Germany could 
produce a national consensus?l 

Habermas: What you call distorted political communication has 

been introduced by many talk-shows in fairy-tale like 

fashions: the Wessis [West Germans as called by the East 

Germans], who monopolized morality, encounter humiliated and 

exhausted Ossis [East Germans as called by the West Germans] 

who --impressively-- fight for their self-esteem. The weaker 

ones are the more sensitive ones. Whereas life in West Germany 

has hardly changed its old rhythms, the contracting partners 

in Berlin rub each other sore. The body language already 

reveals the complete moral misery which the unification 

granted us at such extremely fast pace. Distance is lacking. 

lUnless noted otherwise, all translations are my own. 
Haller: Die seit dem Fall der Mauer immer mal wieder 
unternommenen Versuche einer politischen Verstandigung zwischen 
West- und Ostdeutschen stoBen auf die Schwierigkeit, daB im 
Verlauf der vergangenen vierzig Jahre sich zwei verschiedene 
systeme mit ihren je eigenen sozialisationsmustern, 
RechtsUberzeugungen und Sprachen ausgeformt haben: Es findet kein 
Gesprach der Verstandigung statt, die politische Kommunikation 
verlauft verzerrt. Wie konnte sie entzerrt werden? Uber welche 
Themen lieBe sich im Hinblick auf die weitere Ausgestaltung des 
neuen Deutschlands so etwas wie ein nationaler Konsens erzeugen? 
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A confrontation, in which both sides insinuate autonomy would 

also demand that at first, each, the FRG and the GDR side, 

would clarify its separate forty year history and win an 

understanding for oneself. 

Unification is and will remain a controversial public 

issue and an unresolved problem for quite some time. 

communication and cultural barriers that stem from the 

separate pasts of the two Germanies could be resolved through 

dialogue and the analysis of their separate histories. So 

states Habermas who places the principle of communicative 

reason at the basis of social emancipation. 

Habermas puts language into the center of his social 

theory. He argues that individuals are always interested in 

establishing an "ideal speech situation" which allows the 

Habermas: Was sie verzerrte politische Kommunikation nennen, 
haben ja viele talk-shows wie im Bilderbuch vorgefUhrt: die 
Wessis, die die Moral gepachtet haben, stoBen auf 
gedemUtigte und labgewickelte l Ossis, die --imponierend-- urn 
ihre Selbstachtung ringen. Die Schwacheren sind die 
Sensibleren. Wahrend in Westdeutschland das Leben seinen 
alten Rhythmus kaum verandert hat, reiben sich in Berlin die 
Kontrahenten aneinander wund. An der Korpersprache allein 
erkennt man schon das ganze moralische Elend, das uns eine 
Vereinigung im Hurrah-Tempo beschert hat. Es fehlt die 
Distanz. Eine Begegnung, in der sich beide seiten Autonomie 
unterstellen, wUrde auch verlangen, daB erst einmal jede 
seite ihre eigene, getrennt verlaufene Geschichte von 
vierzig Jahren BRD und DDR klart und ein eigenes 
Selbstverstandnis gewinnt. 

This interview between Haller and Habermas took place 
in the sommer of 1990. Michael Haller. Ed. Vergangenheit 
als Zukunft. ZUrich: Pendo, 1991. 
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dialogue partners to interact freely and without domination. 

According to Habermas, hermeneutic activity helps us to 

understand texts as we establish a dialogue between our pre

interpreted world and the text. This interaction, according 

to Habermas, constructs a consensus that is discourse-

oriented. Similar to the poet who tries to make the 

'condition humaine' intelligible, Habermas wants to explain 

the process of negotiation an unintelligible chaos. He 

proposes that we first explain the histories that contributed 

to the contemporary conditions. To analyze the rhetoric in 

public discourse, we must not only textualize the history that 

"led up to unification, but we must also assume political 

responsibilities for our interpretations and evaluations of 

the media. 

Since twentieth-century civilization has been sUffering 

from distorted communicative processes, Habermas' s overall 

goal in his Theory of Communicati ve Action is to restore 

meaning through speech act theory in order to rebuild 

communicative rationality through communicative action. 

Grounded in Wittgenstein's language philosophy, communicative 

action describes the relationship an agent establishes 

independently with the objective, the social, or the 

subjective world. Language in the communicative action model 

is examined only for its pragmatic relevance for the speaker, 

which emphasizes the reflective character of language. The 
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main goal of communicative action is to reach understanding 

among participants who "raise validity claims that can be 

accepted or contested" (Habermas, Theory of communicati ve 

Action, [herafter TCAl I, 99) who can coordinate actions. 

Habermas derived his theory of communicative rationality, 

whose goal is consensus, mainly from pragmatism and speech act 

theory. This consensus theory categorizes socially motivated 

action into four distinct groups, which, adopting Aristotle's 

and Mead's distinctions, fall into the teleological, the 

normative, the dramaturgical, and the communicative-action 

categories (Habermas, TCA I 85-6). In the teleological-action 

model an agent utilizes the capablilities to maximize the 

outcome. This success-oriented action model is strategic 

since its goal is to maximize utility. Normatively regulated 

action describes activities that are not undertaken by an 

individual but by members of a social group who make their 

actions dependenent upon common values. The central concept 

of interpretation in this teleological model refers to 

negotiating definitions of the situation which admit of 

consensus. Whereas in the teleological action model the group 

awareness is basically ignored, the normative action model 

relies on communal rather than individual engagement. The 

concept of dramaturgical action does not focus on an 

indi vidual nor on a group member. This type of action 

describes how participants interact with each other as they 
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constitute a public for one another, before whom they present 

themselves . Individuals project an image for the public which 

allows them to disclose their subjectivity. The final type of 

social interaction, which Habermas calls communicative action, 

analyzes how "at least two subjects capable of speech and 

action" interact with each other when they establish 

interpersonal relations through verbal and extraverbal means 

(Habermas, TCA I 85-6). The actors seek to reach an 

understanding about the situation and plan to act in order to 

coordinate their actions by way of agreement (Habermas, TCA I 

85-6). 

By emphasizing the ideal speech situation and a consensus 

theory, Habermas focuses more on the communicative rather than 

the instrumentally determined concepts. When applying the 

various motivated action concepts to the analysis of the 

rhetoric of public discourse, we realize that each of them 

plays a significant role in the debate over German 

unification. Yet rather than focusing on Habermas's 

communicative model, this dissertation establishes how public 

discourse used all action concepts. Challenged by these 

premises, this dissertation examines how Habermas's theory of 

communicative action cen be used to analyze the rhetorical 

strategies of German newspapers as they gradually redefine 

assumptions and project new ideal speech situations. Therefore 

the dissertation demonstrates how the newspapers gradually 
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facilitated social emancipation through applying the 

teleological, dramaturgical and normative action models. 

These phases circumscribe processes o.f social emancipation 

that shape the movement toward unification. 

The connections between social-action concepts and the 

various speech acts helped me establish the rhetorical links 

to the analysis of the newspaper articles. The newspapers 

treated definition as a validity claim to truth, and 

correlates to the teleological model. The ways in which the 

newspapers used extended metaphors can be linked to the 

validity claim to rightness, and exemplified the dramaturgical 

action model. Finally, the newspapers incorporated symbols as 

validity claims to truthfulness, which make them part of the 

normative action model to complete unification. The 

hermeneutic analysis of this dissertation stresses the 

illocutionary part since it examines how a listener is moved 

(Habermas Vorstudien und Erganzungen zur Theorie des 

Kommunikativen Handelns, hereafter Vorstudien, 432). Since I 

adhere to a preliminary premise that history may be recursive, 

yet always different, the analysis does not proceed through 

chronological but thematic discussions. After all, it is the 

method of interpretation through which we let the past unfold 

that can prevent the endless repetition of history. The 

lessons from such interpretation can be manifold; several of 

them I am about to" share with you. 
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Before we can apply Habermas's theory to the rhetoric of 

East and west German newspapers, we must examine how the 

existing historical context foregrounded questions about 

German identity. This topic is addressed in chapter one. It 

discusses how Europeans have repeatedly debated the question 

of what Germany will be, how it will be defined, and what 

terms it will speak for. For them the German Question became 

most important when it began to account for the divisions 

between the two Germanies after World War II and the Cold War. 

The Question included discussions of the causes for the 

separation as well as ways to overcome it. Now that the 

Germanies are officially united, the German Question deals 

with how forty-year separation can be overcome to instill a 

national consciousness that promotes unification. 

Chapter two discusses how both newspapers incorporated 

definition as a way of accounting for the sudden political and 

historical changes that made the so-called peaceful revolution 

possible. Hoping to confirm an ideological status quo, the 

East German newspaper defined unification as an impossibility 

by simply not mentioning it for the first few months. Both 

newspapers substituted and redefined established political 

terms which embody a teleological strategy of action. The 

newspapers constructed definitions to reconfirm political and 

ideological norms whose meanings seemed to get lost. The use 

of definition interpreted as a constative utterance suggested 
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that the newspapers sought an objective-scientific way of 

coping with the fall of the Wall and preparing a paradigm for 

or against unification (Habermas, Vorstudien'101). 

Chapter three anlayzes how metaphor is used to enforce 

social action. While social emancipation is not generally 

encouraged through the use of definition, metaphor combines 

those hermeneutical forces that advance empowerment through 

dramaturgical action. Expressive speech acts which constitute 

dramaturgical action served to "utter the pragmatical sense of 

self-presentation of a speaker in front of an audience" as 

metaphor to express attitudes and experiences of a speaker 

(Habermas, Vorstudien 101). One can interpret the validity 

claim to rightness as one that decolonizes the lifeworld 

through metaphor. The purpose of such changes in social 

identification became clearer once the newspapers introduced 

explicit debates about values and their role for realizing 

unification. 

Chapter four then discusses how the newspapers used 

regulative speech acts in order to implement normatively 

regulated action. It discusses symbols as aesthetic-

expressive signals that establish truthfulness as it "serves 

to express the normative understanding of interpersonal 

relationships • Normatively regulated action explains the 

relationship the speaker/hearer take up in relationships to 

action norms" (Habermas, Vorstudien 101). The hermeneutical 
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analysis examines how both newspapers designed a paradigm for 

the symbol as the final stage of social emancipation. 

since the newspapers emphasized the political position of 

concrete values, the public debates over identity became more 

focused. As we identify the rhetorical strategies that 

operated through signs, we also peel off layer after layer of 

discourse, realizing a sense of political emancipation that 

journalistic representation pursued. 

Chapter five summarizes how the overall analysis confirms 

a positive and optimistic image of modernity. The 

dissertation tries to answer the question of how rhetorical 

hermeneutics contributes to a project of modernity. Although 

social emancipation was not enforced at first, the newspapers 

gradually identified the role of values as the most essential 

step in the emancipation process of unification. East and 

West German intellectuals made this final act of 

identification possible. They revitalized the theoretical 

debate over both Germanies' pasts as they debated the question 

of guil t in both newspapers. They confirmed that 

ere) unification appealed to pragmatic reasoning which 

reconstituted identity in public discourse. Such a rhetoric 

of the newspapers around re-unification illustrated that both 

newspapers promoted social emancipation. 

I am aware of the philosophical shortcomings entailed in 

idealistic philosophy of rhetoric that assumes that we try to 
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rhetoric. 
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through forensic, epideictic, and deliberative 

I am also aware that my method to restore meaning 

is idealistic because Habermas's applied speech act theory can 

only begin and not complete a consensus over unification. 

The dissertation attempts to establish a cultural-political 

hypothesis of modernity, answering the question whether 

communicative rationality (I also like the phrase 

pragmatic/practical reasoning) can truly help regain meaning. 

It remains to be seen how breaking up public texts is helpful 

in reenchanting a theory of social transformation which places 

the question of ide~tity into the heart of my rhetorical

political context. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

POLITICS OF IDENTITY: ANSWERING SOME GERMAN QUESTION(S) 

1. Preliminaries 

The historian himself belongs to the history that he 
is working with. 

--Nietzsche 

Today the self-torturing, superfluous theme is 
gaining justification: what will become of the 
identity of the Germans? 

--Habermas 

The overall objective of this dissertation is to explore 

the German debate over public identity in order to contribute 

to the analysis of political rhetoric. The reports and 

commentary in the west German weekly pUblication Die zeit and 

the daily East German newspaper Neues Deutschland serve as the 

main sources for the rhetorical investigations.' Neues 

Deutschland, one of the SED (Socialist unity Party) -controlled 

newspapers had a circul~tion of 6.6 million daily copies, 

taking up the majority of the scarce paper that was available 

for East German newspaper publications (HolzweiBig 74). 

Whereas the socialist party controlled the information in 

Neues Deutschland, the weekly West German newspaper Die zeit 

was controlled by the market forces that shape .the western 

'Die zeit editions referred to are the North American 
editions, appearing one week after the original ones in West 
Germany. Unless otherwise noted, all translations are my 
own. 
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'free' press. 

Historically, the quest for German ide,ntity has always 

involved two questions that arise when Germans are asked who 

they are. The following rhetorical analyses of the newspapers 

trace how the mass media shaped, explained and justified 

German identity. While I will concentrate on those newspaper 

articles that were published between October of 1989 and 

october of 1990, I will also discuss interviews on unification 

I conducted with East and West Germans. During a few weeks in 

East Germany before and after East Germany's collapse, I was 

able to discuss the possibility of German unification with 

people. In addi tion to this data, the dissertation also 

touches on earlier and more recent developments in German 

public discourse. 

Early modern historical developments made German identity 

problematic, and the Second World War only exacerbated these 

problems. The modern conflict 'between the ideologies of East 

and West that followed from these developments presents an 

excellent opportunity for assessing how dramatically different 

ideologies shape public discourse. The historical dynamics of 

German identity present a powerful example of how public 

identities are constructed and reconstituted with changes in 

political conditions. Rhetoric can contribute to an 

understanding of these political processes by shedding light 

on how strategies of representation and persuasion are used to 
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shape public opinion. These combined analyses will be helpful 

when placing the question of identity--as much a condition as 

well as a consequence of the German Question~-into a broader 

context of the public representation of modernity. First 

developed between the end of the eighteenth and the beginning 

of the nineteenth century, the historical term of "the German 

Question" described the political organization and the demand 

for national order in Germany. until today the concept is 

problematic since it tries to identify a principle of unity in 

continuity in German history, a principle which 

lie in its discontinuity" (Korte and 

Handworterbuch 130). 

3Iappears to 

Weidenfeld, 

An open country without natural borders, Germany lies in 

the middle of Europe, a position that makes it difficult to 

circumscribe what Germany is. Given the geographical and 

historical ambiguities underlying the very concept of Germany 

itself, and if we regard the German Question as one that was 

solved by unification, we would, as Korte and Weidenfeld 

argue, "create a new myth" (Korte and Weidenfeld 131). Both 

Germanies will have to figure out answers to where they came 

from, who they are, and which future they aspire toward (Korte 

and Weidenfeld 131). As one can see, the "German Question" is 

the question not only of German identity but of German history 

and geography. Since no question emerges without reason, we 

must create a context for our investigation of the question of 
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identity. This chapter will accomplish this purpose in three 

ways. 

The first part will introduce the principal rhetorical 

and hermeneutical methods necessary for the analysis of the 

texts at issue in the historical period leading to 

unification, with subsequent chapters drawing on these methods 

to develop the analysis further. Secondly, this chapter will 

offer a historical outline of the German Question, 

particularly the conditions that made questions of identity 

arise. By outlining the historical conditions that raised the 

German Question and continue to shape discussions of German 

identity, we will set up the context for our rhetorical 

analysis of how a unified German identity was reconstituted in 

the public debates leading up to reunification. Thirdly, this 

chapter will briefly examine how identity is sociologically, 

politically, and culturally represented. 

2. Fusing Rhetoric and Hermeneutics 

The methodological strategies of this dissertation may 

best be introduced by identifying what this dissertation is 

not trying to attempt. When analyzing newspaper accounts of 

events or 'factual' conditions, the goal is not to draw up an 

image of what historical truth mayor may not be. Newspaper 

accounts of a historical event present images of the event 

that can be compared with other pictures, but not with the 
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event itself. My hermeneutical approach is grounded upon a 

rhetoric whose value may be judged by its creation of an 

understanding and its promise to contribute to knowledge. In 

order for a text to be understood appropriately, i.e. if it is 

to fulfill the claim that the text raises for respective 

situations, then these conditions have to be fulfilled. 

Neither rhetoric nor any other philosophical construct 

can be obj ecti ve in its approaches or conclusions. 

Indisputably, the choices of methods and procedures already 

reflect presumptions in light of a representative problem that 

strives towards a desired solution. Philosophical 

hermeneutics provides us with a useful philosophy for 

interpreting public rhetorical practice since "[t]he art of 

interpretation is the counterpart of the art of convincing and 

persuading in situations where practical questions are brought 

to decision" (Habermas, "On Hermeneutics' Claim" 294). 

Habermas and Gadamer stress that the interpretation of texts 

is condi tioned by the contexts in which those texts are 

located -- the immediate personal and historical context of 

the interpreter, the social context in which the 

interpretation takes place, and the historical contexts that 

have shaped the text and its reception. In order to 

understand newspaper texts, we must recognize that the process 

of interpreting them is the process of interpreting their 

contexts and our own as well. Thus, understanding itself is 
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more than interpretation and explication, it is application, 

and when dealing with political issues, this application is 

itself a political act. Hans-Georg Gadamer in Truth and 

Method raises hermeneutics to a universal principle. He 

emphasizes that all human experience happens as a result of 

continual communicative progress. Knowledge of the world 

develops as part of a conversation wi th tradi tion. 

Hermeneutics is concerned with understanding and interpreting 

written texts, as understanding it is not an attempt at 

understanding something, but rather it is "grasped as our way 

of being-in-the-world, as the fundamental way we exist prior 

to any cognition or intellectual activity" (Holub 52). The 

act of understanding is not conceived as a transitive, but as 

a transactional engagement. Nowhere does understanding mean 

the mere recovery of what the author 'meant,' whether he was 

the creator of a work of art, the doer of a deed, or the 

writer of a text. The mens auctoris does not limit the 

horizon of understanding in which the interpreter has to move, 

indeed in which he is necessarily moved, if instead of merely 

repeating, he really wants to understand. In Philosophical 

Hermeneutics, Gadamer places rhetoric and hermeneutics into a 

territory of subconscious skillful power, where the former 

"develops out of a native talent" and the latter "is not 

dependent on an explicit awareness of the rules that guide and 

govern the art of understanding" (Gadamer, Philosophical 
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Hermeneutics 20). As Gadamer fuses rhetoric and hermeneutics 

he emphasizes the need to respect reading as p creative task. 

He refers to Rambach, explaining the role of the interpreter: 

"One has to guise the interpreter in the spirit of the author 

that he gradually unfolds as his second self" (Gadamer, 

Rhetorik und Hermeneutik 10-11). Hermeneutics as well as 

rhetoric are both concerned with interpretation as situated 

action that entails understanding as well as application. 

since a dialogue between tradition and action is central 

in most rhetorical and hermeneutical investigations, the 

discussion of modernity poses extra problems for the analysis 

because of its assumption that history moved toward progress. 

The contemporary problem of modernity --as this dissertation 

examines-- can be seen as moving through hermeneutic stages 

which first prescribe theoretical tactics, and then suggest 

pragmatic applications for saving a rational modernity. This 

rational modernity becomes guaranteed when the newspapers 

begin to discuss concrete values for the rapprochement of East 

and west. This concept, of course, is not new for 

sociological investigations. However, it exemplifies that 

theories of interpretation and rhetoric can construct a 

politics founded on communicative rationality. 

The following faculties identify the problem of 

hermeneutics as well as that of modernity as we can trace them 

through the newspaper articles distinguishing between that art 
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of understanding (ars intelligendi) , explaining (ars 

explicandi), and interpretation (ars applicandi). It is at 

the final stage of interpretation where rhetoric can join 

hermeneutics. Here interpretation must answer what text means 

and what value it has (Hirsch 19). This three-step guide 

helps overcome the problem of the modern Sinnkrise (crisis in 

meaning) which can be interpreted to describe the phenomenon 

of disenchantment. Weber uses this term to descr ibe the 

results of cultural-social developments of modern 

civilization. 

According to Max Weber, humankind used to be harmonized 

with the environment by not distinguishing between fact and 

fantasy or between words and what they meant. Once humankind 

discovered that it could separate individual from group 

action, disenchantment followed. Weber attributed this decay 

in Western civilization to the phenomenon that people began to 

conduct their lives so they would become most efficient. This 

success orientation, in turn, became what Weber identified as 

purposive or instrumental rationality. If we use Habermas's 

extension of Weber's model of instrumental rationality and 

apply it to political behavior, we can hypothesize that the 

following points will be evident when hermeneutics and 

rhetoric operate epistemically. 

First, conflicts of interest will appear as changing 

political relations reconstruct and are reconstructed by 
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shared knowledge and values. Secondly, philosophical 

hermeneutics sketches out how such common knowledge functions 

rhetorically in the domain of public deliberative discourse, 

for knowledge develops on account of and in light of a 

rhetorical purpose. While rhetoricians often speak for the 

dominant political interest, the dominant discourse also 

speaks of the Other, that which is excluded or denied by the 

established public discourse. 

In considering how the newspapers practice such denial 

and how they address specific concerns of German identity, we 

will investigate the following questions. How is shared 

knowledge produced and reproduced in the media? Whether one 

defines it as nationalism, patriotism or ethnocentricm, what 

impact does public identity have on public discourse in East 

and West Germany? What images were employed by the German 

press in the year that the two separate public identities 

ended? What forms of inquiry are embodied in the rhetorical 

strategies used in the texts? Whose voices are heard in the 

papers? If readers are invited to participate in the 

dialogue, what roles are they expected to play? How are 

interpretations of events presented to make them appear 

factual and disinterested? For example, what modes of 

discourse are used in East Germany to represent the change to 

liberal democracy and market economy? What' facts' are 

presented in the newspaper accounts and commentaries on the 
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happenings on both sides of the border? How do the newspaper 

accounts represent the historical changes involved in 

reunification? If they presented reforms, what are the 

perceived goal? Most of all, how are these identity questions 

posed? Such questions involve moral issues and hierarchies, 

changing codes of conduct that uphold or weaken political 

relations. A major portion will be devoted to examining how 

discussions of values are shaped by shifts in ideologies. Not 

only did the newspapers raise questions about responsibilities 

for Germany's past, but they also revitalized the importance 

of rationality as a German phenomenon. Rather than outlining 

a negative modernity, as Hegel and Marx anticipated it, the 

newspapers did not circumscribe an end of history. Instead, 

the way in which public discourse treated unification 

suggested that both Germanies were trying to relocate a 

freedom that was conditioned by pragmatic reason. 

Before turning to how the German media envisioned the 

future, we must consider the historical developments that they 

had to contend with. Despite the common cultural, linguistic, 

and historical heritage, the two Germanies have never existed 

in the form of a stable and well defined German nation. 

Harold James's A German Identity. 1780-1990 views the west 

German identity as a function of cultural, social or economic 

movements. According to James, Germany developed a vagabond 

identity because of political unrest and changing national 
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boundaries (James.22). Religious and political prosecution 

forced Germans out of their country. They resettled in places 

like the united states of America, switzerland, England, or in 

Africa to exercise freedom and self-determination. As a 

consequence of the unrest, the question of identity released 

negative as well as positive forces. As a result of its 

position at the boundaries of East and Western Europe, Germans 

have constantly been defined by changing relations to European 

neighbors and international power struggles, and Germans have 

often escaped such oppositions by retreating into a political 

romanticism marked by extreme self-assurance, at the extreme 

the totalitarian identity of national-socialism. with the 

most recent political turbulence, the German identity has 

become a focus of historical interest again, precisely because 

the German Question has been raised by a redef ini tion of 

international relations between the two "super powers." 

3. Historical Concourse 

The position of Germany in the modern world was 

established in the nineteenth century. Questions about German 

identity can be placed within a series of historical time 

frames. From 1806 to 1815, Napoleon defined Germany, and 

after the 1848/1849 European Revolution, the "liberal

democratic and pan-German national state could not assert its 

power against the conservative powers of the German states as 
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well as not against the European neighbors" (Informationen zur 

Politischen Bildung, A, 6). Militari~y, politically, 

economically and demographically, Germany presented a threat 

to the European balance. The conservative monarchies in the 

East and in Austria did not want a unified and 'free' Germany. 

The powers of the pan-Germany became too strong. The German 

Question also became important again from 1866 to 1871 as 

Bismarck gradually revealed his step-by-step policy for 

creating a united Germany under Prussian hegemony. During the 

years from 1890 to 1919 Germany was striving for Weltmacht 

(world power) status which ended in defeat on the battlefields 

of Flanders. Between 1933 and 1949, the new order represented 

by Nazism developed and was destroyed, and the consequences of 

the post-war situation in Europe passed into the hands of the 

victors of 1945, who became the "super powers" of East and 

West. 

Following the Allied vict'ory over Nazi Germany in 1945, 

the USA, Great Britain, France and the Soviet union took 

political responsibility for redefining Germany. The victors 

proposed various plans for the territorial division of Germany 

at a series of war conferences: Teheran in 1943, Yalta in 

February 1945, and Potsdam in August 1945, at which Churchill 

was not present, having lost the July 1945 election to Clement 

Attlee. In the Teheran Conference Roosevelt challenged the 

idea of splitting Germany into small independent states. 
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Churchill, however, favored the concept of a divided Germany, 

with the river Main dividing the country into a Northern and 

a Southern part, whereby parts of the Palatine and Saxony, 

Austria and Hungary should compose a so-called Donaubund 

(Danube Federation). Although not content with either 

proposal, Stalin did not come forth with a plan of his own. 

Since no consensus was reached with the proposals, the future 

of Germany was turned over to a committee of Allied experts, 

the Europaische Beratende Kommission (European Advisory 

Commission, hereafter EAC). 

Since the vichy government collaborated with the German 

occupying forces in France, it was not recognized by the 

Allied forces; hence it did not take part in the Teheran 

Conference, nor was it part of the EAC. After the invasion of 

the Allied Forces in Normandy in June 1944 and the Red Army's 

military success in the East, hopes ran high for the war to 

come to an end in 1944. The EAC had not, however, been able 

to agree on a program for Germany's future. A conference 

between Roosevelt and Churchill in Quebec, also known as the 

Morgenthau Plan, was supposed to direct Germany's future. The 

provision of this plan demanded the complete disarmament of 

Germany, cessions of territory, division of the remainder of 

Germany, reparation payments for the damages caused by 

Germany, prosecution of major war criminals, and the 

systematic reeducation of the German people. After Roosevelt 
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and Churchill had first agreed on the Morgenthau Plan, it was 

later rejected since some of its provisions would have 

returned Germany to an agrarian state. However, the American 

forces later implemented some of its proposals in the areas 

they controlled. 

On september 12, 1944 the EAC published the First Zone 

Protocol which determined that Germany be divided into three 

zones of occupation. In November 1944 the Allies laid down a 

broad outline of zone demarcation. In February 1945 at the 

Yalta Conference Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin agreed that 

areas of the Reich were to be ceded, and that Germany was to 

be disarmed and forced to pay reparations. France's 

government in exile, having been relocated from London to 

Paris under General Charles de Gaulle, was also invited to 

participate in the dialogue concerning the division of Germany 

with a view to France becoming an occupying power. On May 8, 

1945 the German armed forces capitulated unconditionally. On 

June 5, 1945, the Allied Forces took over the government of 

Germany. On August 2, 1945, the Potsdam Conference took 

place. The Allies' intention was both to prevent a 

rejuvenation of Germany's military power and to 'de-nazify' 

the society by a process of reeducation. It was agreed that 

Germany was to be treated as one country economically, and 

that it should' not be divided. However, a division of opinion 

among the Allied leaders ensued after Potsdam. Basically it 
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was the use of two terms that created the tensions between the 

Western Allies and the Soviet union. In the declaration of 

principles the terms freiheitlich (liberal) and demokratisch 

(democratic) were incorporated, but the leaders interpreted 

these principles differently (Informationen A 9). In 1947 the 

Marshall Plan was not accepted by the Soviets and their 

Eastern European satellites out of fear that this was merely 

a veiled attempt by the West to undermine the fundamentals of 

communism and its political experiences in Eastern Europe. 

The June meeting of all chief ministers of the German 

states in Munich in 1947 came to nothing as a consequence of 

conflicting interpretations of the agenda (Informationen A ). 

In December of the same year the British and the Americans 

decided upon a two-zone demarcation; they favored economic and 

political cooperation between the zones with an open-ended 

possibility of France joining, which in fact occurred. This 

cooperation and the experience of the British Airlift in 1948 

led to the consolidation of these Western zones of occupation 

in the Federal Republic of Germany in January 1949. With the 

currency reform of Ludwig Erhard in June 1948, post-war 

history changed radically because the new currency contributed 

to a swift economic development and thus stabilized the 

political order in the Federal Republic of Germany 

(Informationen B 5). The economic and political opposition 

between between liberal democracy and state socialism led to 
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the conflict known as the 'Cold War.' 

With Germany split between the four powers, the question 

of national identity was posed. To what extent was Germany to 

remain a unified political entity, caught as it was between 

East and West? At this precise historical moment the nature 

of national identity was also at issue in Palestine, 

Yugoslavia, the soviet Union, and Czechoslovakia. Such 

developments raised fundamental questions about how natonal 

power is to be organized and maintained, and how collective 

identities are thus to be constituted. It is this concern 

with the political 

identity that helps 

consti tution of authority and shared 

us see the difference in identity 

formation in the two Germanies. 

As a consequence of the political break of 1949, the two 

German states developed separate identi ties with opposing 

views of the past and future, conflicting social 

organizations, and diffe'ring methods of representing them in 

public discourse. Tensions between the East and the West 

influenced the debates of German identities. Power in West 

Germany and East Germany was redistributed as the devastated 

nation rebuilt infrastructures, class structures, and 

international relations. west Germany adopted a capitalist 

market economy and attempted to establish a Western style 

liberal democracy. The East, on the other hand, redistributed 

political and economic power in different ways. After the 
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constitution had been founded in october 1949, the German 

Democratic Republic began to function as a, separate state. 

The wording of the East German constitution carried more 

similarities to the Weimar constitution than to the Bonn Basic 

Law, the constitution instituted under the Western powers. 

As discussed in the next chapter, the preamble to the Bonn 

Basic Law professed West Germany's desire for unification, 

whereas the East German constitution did not (Informtionen A, 

B, C; Weidenfeld). 

The discontinuities between the theoretical underpinnings 

and the actual practices of the East German consti tution 

became increasingly obvious as the Cold War unfolded. The 

absolute power of the SED under Walter Ulbricht, the terror 

apparatus of the state security (STASI, also referred to as 

State police), and the partiality of verdicts in political 

processes belied the ideals established in the constitution. 

Collective identity was strictly controlled by the state 

apparatus. Public identity was defined as a fixed term, 

connected to socialist ideologies of class and class struggle. 

Since the 1960s the East starkly contrasted this socialist 

identity with capitalism, condemning West Germany as the class 

enemy. Internal opposition was, according to Marxism, 

illegitimate since the public identity was working class, 

which would always work to the best interests of all of 

society. Yet, the gap between Marxist-Leninist ideology and 
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true practice of socialism became too vast to maintain a 

continuity between the established public identity and actual 

public opinion, though such opinions could not be professed 

publicly. 

The people in the East did not only fear the oppressive 

Wall and wires surrounding them, but they also suffered from 

systematic repression. Two of strongest oppressive powers 

were exercised through the education system and the 

intimidating security apparatus. Those psychological and 

moral pressures caused people to take the right of self

determination into their own hands (Maaz, Der GefUhlsstau 15) . 

During the course of forty years, oppositional groups formed 

to protest the public oppression. The impact of West German 

mass media, especially television, exacerbated the discontent 

of the people who were forced to live a false socialism. The 

transmitted images represented a standard of living that 

belied the official optimism presented by socialist public 

discourse. 

An event that dramatized the national tension within the 

socialist country occurred on June 17, 1953 when workers went 

into the streets to protest against the political system after 

the SED had standardized socialist regulations for the working 

class. The revolt could only be stopped by an invasion of 

soviet tanks. West Germans sympathized with their fellow 

Germans in the East by instituting that,day as their national 
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holiday, the Tag der Deutschen Einheit (Day of German unity), 

until it was replaced by the Day of German Unification, on 

October 3, 1990. In order to eradicate any hope of self-

determination, and put an end to East Germans fleeing to the 

West, the Wall was built in August 1961. Despite the deadly 

demarcation, people risked their lives to escape to the West 

between 1961 and 1990. oppositional groups increased in 

number. People engaged in ecology and peace movements to 

voice their discontent. Such movements were possible since 

the protestant church--al though it did not identify itself 

with such movements--was permitted a platform in the socialist 

state. 

The German Democratic Republic had adhered to a 

Marxist/Leninist model since 1949. For fifty years the 

government had maintained complete power over the state and 

its people. It determined the types of products for the East 

German market and set the prices for all East German products. 

This complete control secured a competition-free and stable 

market. The socialism in East Germany was inefficient and, by 

Marx's standards, not real socialism. According to 'real' or 

'actually existing' socialism the working class should have 

the power over the means of production. Yet this describes 

the ideal of East German socialism since the state owns the 

means of the production and not the people. A brief glance at 

economic conditions reflect a collectivist and not a socialist 



39 

or communist society. Also the miserable economy accounts for 

part of the reason why East Germany was nearing a state of 

complete bankruptcy. Two hundred government run combines 

which consisted of 3500 nationally-owned enterprises 

constituted the central economy. In addition there were about 

80,000 private trade and small businesses which were, however, 

subj ected to strong regulations in their investments and 

personal politics (Hettlage 32). west Germans could only send 

items to the German Democratic Republic that were approved by 

its government. It did not allow magazines, newspapers, or 

even department store catalogues to enter East Germany. 

Published material from the West was condemned as Hetz- and 

Schundliteratur ("rabble rousing and trash literature"). 

Through the last two decades, East Germany excluded every 

opportunity for unification. As late as 1968 East Germany 

still identified itself as the "socialist country of the 

German nation," proclaiming "the step-by-step rapprochement of 

both sides until their unification," whereas in 1974 the GDR 

deleted all references to the German nation from its 

constitution, thus declaring an official break with west 

Germany. This reorientation toward a separatist direction was 

not based in reality. It was simply meant to erase the hope 

for reunification in the East German population. In 

opposition to false assumptions by many in the West, 

statistics resulting from surveys conducted by the ZDF-
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Politbarometer Forschungsgruppe Wahlen reflect that most East 

Germans did not at all favor reunification as the solution to 

politically tense and economically fragile situation 

(Informationen vol. 203 3). They wanted political reforms 

more than anything else, insisting on their independence from 

West Germany, rej ecting the notion of being treated as an 

orphan. with the so-called peaceful revolution of November 

1989 the German Question, i. e. the nature of the divided 

Germany, again moved into the headlines of German public 

discourse in the West. Although the East side claimed that 

the German Question ceased to exist a long time ago, the West 

side stated that it would remain on the agenda until all of 

the German people received the opportunity to realize their 

right to self-determination (Hoffmann 84). 

West Germany recognized East Germany as a separate state 

but not as a foreign country and always felt responsible for 

it. West Germany's economic success under capitalism and East 

Germany's state socialims created political oppositions that 

exacerbated the historical national identity dilemma. The two 

Germanies developed opposing ideological systems, each 

upholding broader international political oppositions and 

systems. What developments would be necessary for the two 

Germanies to come together to create a common country? How 

should the past be defined? The German Question regained the 

world's attention, and for a change it was answered 
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peacefully. 

4. The German Question poses Itself 

After the building of the Wall in 1961, no one would have 

predicted the reopening of the Brandenburg Gate let alone the 

complete reunification of Germany. The desire for unification 

was expressed in the West but remained unspeakable in the 

East. When the demarcations suddenly sta~ted to crumble in 

1989, the old German Question became again a subject of public 

discussion in both Germanies. 

The West German newspaper Die zeit asked on October 13, 

1989 "what then, is the German Question, which, supposedly 

ranked highest on the agenda of world politics?" On October 

29, 1989 Die zeit defined the "German Question" not as a 

question of unification but of reform in East Germany. In 

December the CDU used the economic, currency, and social 

union as a tactical election theme to lure the East German 

voters to the polls. For a long time Neues Deutschland could 

not even mention 'unification'. Even as late as June 15, 

1990, shortly before the social-, currency, - and economic 

union took place, Die zeit confirmed that Germany's future was 

unpredictable when it repeated, once more "which answer to the 

German Question" should be a right one. That time the 

question of Germany referred to its political affiliation: 

would the unified Germany become a member of NATO or the 
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Warsaw Pact? It preferred to discuss the ramifications for 

its future role in the NATO. The newspaper offered rather 

vague advice about keeping the Question "away from the 

militaristic, and towards the political and the economical" 

(Die zeit 22 Dec. 1989: 1). The paper was concerned that the 

West may not have the "power of its own courage," and may 

"block the breakthrough to the future with old doctrines." 

Finally the issue became one of ownership: "To whom does the 

Ger~an Question belong" (Wem geh5rt die deutsche Frage?). 

Whereas the newspaper maintained that the academicians were 

the ones to consistently pose the Question, the German 

unification was a concern that demanded practical answers. In 

the December 29, 1989 edition of Die Zeit, we find that "the 

question seems less scary to the West and East Germans than 

ever before since World War II" (Die Zeit 29 Dec. 1989: 1). 

Between November 1989 and February 1990 the West German 

Die zeit gave the issue of unification front page coverage, 

while the East German Neues Deutschland downplayed the topic. 

In East Germany the discussion was very much determined by the 

government. On December 22, 1989, however, Neues Deutschland 

seemed to mark a repudiation of the past policy of ignoring 

the German Question when it revealed that "within the last two 

decades our party and government leadership ignored the 

existence of a German Question, propagating a pseudo

scientific picture of the development of a socialist German 
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notion in the German Democratic Republic" (ND 22 Dec. 1989: 

4) • 

It should not take us by surprise that Die zeit took 

repeated interest in posing the question, whereas the East 

German Neues Deutschland showed caution treating the sensitive 

topic. In order to understand the East's rather passive 

position on the German Question, we must briefly look into 

East Germany's view of their German neighbors, the so-called 

Wessis. This commonly used term refers to west Germans in a 

manner that represents the anti-imperialist attitude the East 

held against the west. still in 1988, only one year prior to 

the turn (the closest in translation to die Wende which was 

described the change since the fall of the Wall), we find a 

summary of the working definitions that guided socialism for 

all these years. In Die Sozialstruktur der DDR, for example, 

the social structure of the German Democratic Republic 

identified indoctrinated power of combining efforts to express 

anti-west ideas ~ "The battle for the maintenance and the 

strengthening of freedom against the most aggressive forces of 

imperialism unites the working classes, bringing the people of 

material and mental labor, people from the city and from the 

country, as well as the youth and the older ones together" 

(Weidig 7-8). Public identity seemed to depend on the public 

opposition to the imperialist west. Not only does this choice 

create a counter-identity, but in confronting it, we are 
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challenged to ask how this very distinctive sense of unity 

represents shared values to maintain public ~dentity against 

mounting oppositions. 

5. Identity in crisis 

When the collective identity is questioned, the 

construction of German society is problematized. The question 

of national identity generally emerges as a result of 

political crisis. In the case of Germany, the answers to the 

German Question have always seemed to include fictional 

characters such as the Faustean Man or the Nietzschean 

"Ubermensch" (Superman). The Allensbach Institute for 

Demoskopie recently found that most Germans still relate 

national identity to the German landscape, Goethe, Schiller, 

and other literary figures, but don't connect it to their 

political past or institutions (James 1). This observation 

proves very interesting since only when participating in the 

litarary dispute over Christa Wolf's controversial work, did 

the newspapers begin to discuss German identity as a concrete 

topic that has to do with the past. Also we must note that 

since the foundation of the Basic Law, its role on the 

European stage has always been more stressed than its link to 

a German national identity. 

Habermas emphasizes the fact that we need concrete 

characteristics that allow us to determine ourselves. 
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In an interview conducted by Jean-Marc Ferry in 1988, Jilrgen 

Habermas confirms that 

the identity of a person, of a group, a nation or 

of a region is always something concrete, something 

particular. (Yet it should also appeal to moral 

measures). We are always then talking about our 

identity, when we say who we are and who we would 

like to be. By so doing, descriptive and evaluative 

elements are woven into each other. (Habermas, 

Nachholende Revolution 151) 

Also, he establishes the importance of values as 

guidelines. This prescription for the formation of identity 

is consistent with how the newspapers use rhetorical 

strategies to construct a shared identity that will enable 

reunitfication. Not until the politically united German 

people are allowed to practice specific freedoms can a true 

emancipation begin. Then a cultural democracy binds the 

members through solidarity. Such emancipation is only 

possible if the people realize the difference between social 

ideals and realities and are enabled to express social 

criticism (Banks 198). The newspapers facilitated such 

action, which Habermas identifies as "individual freedom, 

social security, political participation" through discussing 

concrete values (Habermas, Vergangenheit asl Zukunft 141). 

Following the belief that history repeats itself, James 
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proposes that the identity phases undergo cyclical movements 

in the traditions of nationalism. James notes that the German 

identity problem has endured for more than a century. He 

attributes the Germans' insecure identity to the "heavy 

economization of political life" (James 7). Yet, the forms of 

identity could be seen as functions of other pressures than 

those proposed by James. Recent developments in the West-East 

dialogue are too formative and as yet unanalyzed for definite 

conclusions on the re-formulation of a new German identity. 

The fact that identity was traditionally of West German and 

not East German interest does not demonstrate a lack of shared 

national consciousness in the East. Because of the 

comparatively tight political control of the public discourse 

in East Germany, we must be especially circumspect in how we 

interpret the public dialogue there. The party praised its 

country on German national consciousness, promoting the belief 

that it had a German national identity. Yet, in a country of 

socialist national consciousness, as the 1971 proclamation 

tried to make believe, which was combined of class and 

socialist national consciousness, this was difficult to 

accept. 

The German Democratic identity represented in the 

official press had to coincide with the socialist image that 

was controlled by the government. Self-realization for East 

Germans meant self-realization within their own political 
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system. Whereas unification had been speculated about by West 

German writers, the East German writers could only treat 

reunification as an alienation from their shared public 

identity. They generally represented the imposed will as the 

shared public opinion because they spoke for the ideology of 

international socialism, the ideology that justified their 

national separation from the rest of Germany. Consequently, 

before discussing the public press one must understand the 

role of political discourse as it was manifest in the literary 

culture of East Germany. Can we detect a sense of freedom of 

speech without finding it disguised in highly controlled 

gestures, as in Wolf's novel Der Geteilte Himmel (The Divided 

Sky), in which the author attacks the terrorizing political 

and economic conditions in East Germany?2 Also the recent 

literary debate (discussed in chapter four, "Metonymy: Media 

and Christa Wolf's Was Bleibt" illustrates how closely 

literature connects the philosophical and the political in 

East Germany. 

2Here, the commentary on Christa Wolf's novel in an 
East German literature guide may be worth recording. It 
chooses to identify the book's theme as "the growth and 
disintegration of love, oppositional attitudes to life and 
society, the fight with conflicts and the escape from them" 
(p. 762). This guide, Kurze Geschichte der deutschen 
Literatur (Short History of German Literature), is by an 
authors' collective under the direction of Kurt Bottcher and 
Hans Jlirgen Geerdts (Berlin: Volkseigener Verlag, 1987). 
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6. From Social Plan Economy to Market Economy 

As early as in the December 22, 1989 edition of Neues 

Deutschland, Andr6 Brie's "Concerning the German Question: 

Arguments against a Unification," argues that domestic and 

European considerations that destroy the possibility of East 

Germany uniting with west Germany. Many East German 

intellectuals, among them writers, singers and actors, favored 

a so-called third path, which meant that both Germanies would 

adapt by learning to integrate ideas from each other's 

political system. As I pointed out beforehand, many East 

Germans refused unification as a solution, but only three 

months after the peaceful revolution had begun, Gorbachev 

eased the path to realize German unification at a conference 

in Moscow with Chancellor Kohl and Foreign Minister Genscher. 

There the premier proclaimed that "the Germans themselves must 

solve the question of unification of the German nation and 

must decide for themselves under what ideology, in what period 

of time, at what speed, and under what conditions they want to 

realize this unification" (Weidenfeld 345). 

The problems of realizing (re-) unification are evident in 

the term itself. First of all, should the process be called 

unification or re-unification? The former term is supported 

by arguments that the two Germanies as they are now have never 

been united before. During the first weeks of upheaval the 

German media preferred to use the term 'unification.' The 
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prefix is loaded with memories of times that should have 

passed, and could therefore be interpreted aS,a nostalgic wish 

for a return to a German hegemony that was repudiated by 

German history. How should one understand the act of 

unification itself? As joining, incorporation, integration, 

assimilation, or absorption? Would unification mean that both 

sides would compromise their dominant ideologies? So far, 

there is no example in the world that could illustrate how two 

such "completely different economic systems could be changed 

through integration" (Hettlage 307). As one may expect, the 

reconceptualization of the economy occupied a central role in 

the early issues of Die zeit. 

It becomes clear that the economic, currency, and social 

union on July 1, 1990, as well as the unification on october 

3, 1990, occurred as primarily economic processes. The 

radical changes in East Germany resul ted from the 

rigidification of political structures that the economic 

realities could no longer uphold. "Proletarians of the world 

unite" read the logo of Neues Deutschland until it was removed 

on January 19, 1990. Yet how could a "proletariat" state 

justify Intershops offering access only to those privileged 

East Germans who had the right currency to purchase western 

goods? How were East Germans able to obtain Western 

currencies if not through the black market or from generous 

relatives in the West? The 'proletariat' created those stores 
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for no other reason than increasing foreign exchange. Givern 

such realities, how then was the system able to survive for 

forty years? Meier contends that East Germany survi ved 

because the surveillance by the security apparatus maintained 

rigid state control (Meier 29). Nonetheless, the breakup in 

East Germany raises basic questions about how ideological 

shifts become possible in strictly proscribed political 

contexts. 

Alain Touraine in his work The Voice and the Eye: An 

Analysis of social Movements contributes the surprising 

phenomenon of collapse to the characteristics of a post-modern 

society which resists the "bureaucratic apparatus domination" 

(Meier 32). In order for a society to change from one system 

to another "a particular agent of historical transformation 

and of a logic of action which do not belong to society and 

which can be designated only by the state" must be presupposed 

Touraine summarizes: "the mode of industrialization" 

determines the way in which a society is functioning (Touraine , 

103) • East Germans found themselves in a "modernization 

shock" when they were forced into joining the Basic Law, thus 

having to accept a social market society. The state which had 

decided most of their lives, was removed in its function as 

protector. Instead, competition, unstable political and 

economic relations, the closure and privatization of firms 

replaced a basically apparent static society with one whose 
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members have a difficult time defining their national 

identity. with the closure of a forty year past that was not 

share, the German Question has begun to pose itself anew. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

A TIME FOR NATIONAL REFORMATION: A COUP OF DEFINITIONS 

Preamble from the Basic Law for the Federal 
Republic of Germany 

The German People conscious of their~esponsibility 
before God and men, animated by the resolve to 
preserve their national and political unity and to 
serve the peace of the world as an equal partner in 
a united Europe, desiring to give a new order to 
political life for a transitional period, have 
enacted, by virtue of their constituent power, the 
Basic Law for the Federal Republic of Germany. They 
have also acted on behalf of those Germans to whom 
participation was denied. The entire German people 
are called upon to achieve in free self
determination the unity and freedom of Germany.l 

Im BewuBtsein seiner Verantwortung vor Gott und den 
Menschen, von dem Willen beseelt, seine nationale und 
staatliche Einheit zu wahren und als gleichberechtigtes 
Glied in einem vereinten Europa dem Frieden der Welt zu 
dienen, hat das Deutsche Volk in den Landern Baden, Bayern, 
Bremen, Hamburg, Hessen, Niedersachsen, Nordrhein-Westfalen, 
Rheinland-Pfalz, Schleswig-Holstein, WUrttemberg-Baden und 
WUrttemberg-Hohenzollern, urn dem staatlichen Leben fUr eine 
ubergangszeit eine neue Ordnung zu geben, kraft seiner 
verfassungsgebenden Gewalt dieses Grundgesetzder 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland beschlossen. Es hat auch fUr jene 
Deutschen gehandelt, denen mitzuwirken versagt war. Das 
gesamte Deutsche Volk bleibt aufgefordert, in freier 
Selbstbestimmung die Einheit und Freiheit Deutschlands zu 
vollenden. 

Rabl, Kurt, Christoph Stoll, and Manfred Vasold. From 
the U.S. Constitution to the Basic Law of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. Von der amerikanischen Verfassung zum 
Grundgesetz der Bundesrepublik Deutschland. Grafelfing: 
Verlag Moos & Partner, 1988, p.189. 
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(2) The establishment of and the care for normal 
relations and the cooperation of both German 
nations, based on equal rights, are national 
intentions of the German Democratic Republic. In 
addition the German Democratic Republic and her 
citizens strive to overcome the division of Germany 
which was coerced by the imperialistic German 
nation; it also wants to reach a step-by-step 
rapprochement of both German nations until their 
unification on the basis of democracy and 
socialism. 2 

2.Die Herstellung und Pflege normaler Beziehungen und 
die Zusammenarbeit der beiden deutschen Staaten auf der 
Grundlage der Gleichberechtigung sind nationales Anliegen 
der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik. Die Deutsche 
Demokratische Republik und ihre BUrger erstreben darUber 
hinaus die tlberwindung der vom Imperialismus der deutschen 
Nation aufgezwungenen Spaltung Deutschlands, die 
schrittweise Annaherung der deutschen beiden Staaten bis zu 
ihrer Vereinigung auf der Grundlage der Demokratie und des 
Sozialismus. Bundeszentrale fUr Politische Bildung, 
Schriftenreihe 1988, p. 270. Grundlagen unserer Demokratie. 



54 

1. The Need for Definition 

Mass euphoria and fear best describe the public reactions 

among Germans between November 9, 1989 and the official day of 

German unification on October 3, 1990. After the Wall had 

come down, people were shocked about what could be in store 

for them. On one hand, East Germans could finally travel to 

wherever they liked, and the world marketplace had opened up 

to them. On the other hand, people feared for their future 

because they did not know how Germany would develop. After 

the enthusiasm had faded, an era of discontent developed as 

people realized the problems that unification would pose for 

both Germanies. Upheavals in the streets ensued as East 

Germans compared the old socialist certainties to an insecure 

future in a capitalist system. The collapse of the 

ideological tradition exacerbated the political, economic, and 

cultural problems the cold war had created. with such burdens 

of the past, the dominant question was how both Germanies 

would overcome the Wall that remains still today a presence in 

the minds of both German peoples. The sudden changes demanded 

swift political action from both governments. The historical 

differences between the two Germanies could not simply be 

removed by the political act of unification. True 

assimilation required a lot of cultural work to overcome the 

separation that the clashing ideologies effected for the forty 

years of separate German histories. Whereas west Germany has 
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always seen itself as responsible for both Germanies, East 

Germany constructed its nationhood through a discourse of 

socialism, class, and struggle that closed itself off against 

the capitalist West. The different interpretations of 

'nation' created an ideological imbalance between East and 

West ideologies that could not be healed in a matter of 

months. How did the newspapers deal with the challenges at 

hand? How did East and West Germany evaluate their pasts? 

What did or could they promise for the future and the proposed 

unification? How did East and West respond to their 

respective counterparts? The answers to these questions are 

as critical now as they were before East and West Germany were 

officially fused. As a rhetorical strategy, definition was 

basic to the concerns around unification as a process that 

refined them and us as we. 

In their attempts to address new ideological issues, Die 

zeit and Neues Deutschland constructed definitions that 

dismissed traditional meanings of central historical terms. 

The newspapers produced a series of prescriptive and negative 

def ini tions which addressed these fundamental changes to 

outline future political directions. Although we resort to 

dictionaries and encyclopedias for references to locate 

meaning, we lack a theory of definition that would expand on 

the rhetorical dynamics of the process of definitions. Lanham 

has categorized definitions into several rhetorical types: 
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lexical definitons are those found in a dictionary; 

definitions that insist they are the only ones acceptable are 

called prescriptive definitions; stipulative definitions 

maintain that one out of several definitions can be used for 

a certain purpose; negative definitions define something by 

stating what it is not; some definitions are distinguished by 

similarities and differences; and finally, classificatory 

definitions assign the object to the smallest possible class 

(Lanham 47). Despite the usefulness of such rhetorical 

categories, we would still have to agree with Odgen that 

There is at present no theory of Definition capable 

of practical application under normal circumstance. 

The traditional theory, in so far as it has not 

been lost in the barren subtleties of Genus and 

Differentia, and in the confusion due to the term 

'Connotation,' has made little progress--chiefly on 

account of the barbarous superstitions about 

language which have gathered on the confines of 

logic from the earliest times. 

(Ogden 109-110) 

"Superstitions" (and here one may want to find out how Ogden 

and Richards defined this very term) about language can be 

interpreted as the arbitrariness with which a word is 

expressed. In· order to remove ambiguity and create clear 

definitions, according to Ogden and Richards, we would have to 
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clearly define words or things, while realizing that 

defintions are "ad hoc" creations and that definitions 

'denote' and 'connote' rather than 'are' (Ogden 111). In 

other words, the use of def ini tion is conditioned by the 

rhetorical purpose it embodies, which context it serves, and 

the ways in which the definition is constructed. For the 

analysis of public discourse the final condition is most 

important because it focuses on how rhetorical purposes are 

achieved in a particular case. 

Through the analysis of this rhetorical strategy, this 

chapter examines how definitions used in public discourse 

constitute terms that establish common identities and social 

evolution toward shared goals. Inspired by Habermas's 

hypothesis that history be treated as the construction of 

order out of chaos, this chapter examines how the newspapers 

make chaos intelligible by using definitions that reconstitute 

points of refernces for shared identity, for definitions were 

used by both newspapers to create a new political culture for 

both Germanies. These definitions highlighted the vast 

discrepancy between the actual and imposed meanings of 

previous terms. 

I will discuss three elements of defining the movement 

toward unification. In the following section "Unification: 

Its Past and Presence" I examine how the term 'unification' 

was and is being understood. Unification was unspeakable in 
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East Germany because the deepening collapse of socialism meant 

the we had no legitimate separate identity, and so unificaiton 

could only mean assimilation and repudiation of our separate 

history. In part three, "We, One People: A Rhetoric of to 

Have and to Be," I turn to the next stage during which the 

newspapers began to use concrete rather than abstract 

definitions. This part explains how various rhetorical 

appeals illustrates how the party attempted to maintain its 

traditional definition as the voice of the people. However, 

The people defined themselves in more specific terms by 

changing the formula from We are the People into We are one 

People, creating a concrete identi ty formation. As this 

strategy failes, the party redefined itself and socialism as 

wellm but the "third path" remained a road not taken because 

economic foreces were overwhelmingly leading toward 

assimilation. Therefore final section "Demarcations for 

Shifting Ideologies," discusses how the newspapers transformed 

ideological definitions into new understandings of political 

and historical terms. As this strateTo understand how Germans 

came to define themselves in concrete terms as part of a 

unified public identity we must first examine how the 

newspapers defined the term 'unification.' 

2. Unification: Its Past and Presence 

The difficulty of explaining the concept is already 
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reflected in the term itself. How should one interpret the 

concept of unification? Does the unif ication of the old 

Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic 

comprise an act of joining, entry, incorporation,· integration, 

assimilation, acculturation, or annexation (Mayer 88). 

connoting a gradual development, unification suggests that it 

cannot occur on its own, i.e. forces are required that make 

unif ication possible. To what extent did the newspapers 

support forces that led to unification by naming them? The 

newspaper placed unification into a historical context by 

identifying how constitutions, state representatives, and 

citizens defined East-West unification. 

The introductory excerpt from the constitution 

illustrates how West Germany supported unification, while the 

East German constitution did not. In opposition to forces 

that could have led to unification, East Germany defined 

itself in opposition to the imperialist policies of West 

Germany. One of the most obvious examples of the measures 

instituted to resist such forces is the Wall Ulbricht built in 

1961. Despite this powerful division, East Germany continued 

to feign a political interest in unification. so, for 

instance, in 1963 it proposed that reunification could be 

effected through disempowerment of mono-capitalist and of 

landowners in West Germany. Erich Honecker's and the 

Secretary-General's first official visit to West Germany in 
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september of 1987 had also rekindled hope for both Germanies 

to surmount their differences. Nevertheless, his visit 

stirred up public anger and frustration since unification was 

not spoken of during the visit. West Germans were upset with 

the inability of established authorities to speak of 

reunification. After Honecker had left West Germany, 

Chancellor Kohl explained his discontent in front of the 

Bundestag (West German Parliament): 

Many felt discomfort, well it hurt them. Many asked 

themselves if the visit would not deepen the 

division of our fatherland; but they were also 

aggravated by the voices which --well intended-

kept us from openly addressing topics such as the 

wall, barbed wire, and orders to shoot. At the same 

time they felt no hope for progress for the well

being of the people. 

(Kohl, Bulletin 1987) 

The inability to find a way of talking about their divisions 

confirmed the general uneasiness among West Germans. Empty 

words were replaced by silence on the topic of unification 

altogether. 

old terms had become empty of meaning and needed to be 

redefined. The East German newspaper Neues Deutschland did 

not attempt to redefine socialist terms to create a new ideal 

until very late in the movement toward reunification because 
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the very identity of East Germany depended on these 

established terms. For example, an essay published in 1988 by 

the SED entitled "Unity" claimed that both states shared a 

"common cultural heritage" and a "common responsibility . . . 

for peace in Central Europe" (Hoffmann, 6). All throughout 

the years East Germany had appropriated the democratic, 

revolutionary and cultural heritage for itself, and then when 

it emphasized the common heritage, one ha,d to question the 

independent role East Germany had maintained for all the years 

of its existence. The following explanation demonstrates the 

hypocrisy East Germany propagated when it spoke of 

unification: 

Of course, the socialist national character of the 

German Democratic Republic remains rooted in a 

cultural development, which measures according to 

and which is connected with the varied history of 

the German people as well as with the 

accomplishments of uncounted - generations and 

classes and strata. Naturally, this results in 

certain commonalities with the culture in the FRG 

and with other German-speaking countries. 

(Hoffmann 6) 

Such abstract "commonalities" did not come to define East and 

west German rapprochement because they could not come to terms 

with the deep differences between the two political and 
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economic realities. Reunification remained as hypothetical 

and ill defined as trying to fuse socialism with democracy. 

Both Germanies were unsure of how to speak of the events that 

led toward the creation of a single Germany. 

For about two months after the fall of the Wall, 

unification was an unspeakable topic in Neues Deutschland. 

West German newspapers criticized East Germany for 

intentionally ignoring unification, but in the West as well 

people were unsure of how to define the process. 

The December 22, 1989 edition, Die zeit confirmed that a 

majority of the people avoided the term "reunification" 

(Wiedervereinigung) (Die zeit 22 Dec. 1989: 1). The term that 

was commonly used was "unification." The pref ix wieder 

denoted a repetition of a previous historical fusion of German 

states, and since the political differences between East and 

West Germany could not be compared to such previous relations, 

the newspapers used vereinigung. In his commentary "Zur 

deutschen Frage: Argumente gegen die Wiedervereinigung 

("Concerning the German Question: Arguments against 

Reunification"), Andr~ Brie, an East German academic, 

explained that "not everybody wants unification" since it was 

"reactionary and aggressive," (ND 21/22 Dec. 1989: 1). The 

confusion over basic terms confirmed the general feeling among 

many East Germans who refused to accept unification as a 

solution to the crisis. Even West German newspapers 
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recognized that unification was not the major concern of East 

Germans, for according to the November 24, 1989 edition of Die 

zeit most East Germans were demanding reforms (Die Zeit 24 

Nov. 1989: 1). This cry for internal reforms became 

overwhelming, and one was wondering how such transformation 

could be effected inside the German Democratic Republic. 

Not even a month after declaring unification should not 

be part of the political agenda, Neues Deutschland devoted 

half a page to publicizing Modrow's sudden confession that 

unification was needed (ND 10/11 Feb. 1990: 1). On February 

12, 1990, in Neues Deutschland he emphasized that unification 

had to be an exclusive German issue, reminding the other 

Germans "they too must decide when and how the unification 

should be realized" (ND 3/4 Feb. 1990: 1). The increasing 

confusion over who was to 

Modrow's contradictory appeal. 

def ine Germany is evident in 

Yet not much later he appealed 

to all of Europe, in the 'conviction that "the solution of the 

German Question is inseparable from the success of the 

disarmament treaties in Europe" (Neues Deutschland, 10/11 Feb. 

1990: 3). 

As the political pressure and confusion within East 

Germany increased, the "peaceful revolution" became redefined 

as the "negative revolution" because unification and not 

reform was increasingly defined as the end of the process (Die 

zeit 9 Feb. 1990: 1). Die Zeit expressed fear of the "soft 
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revolution" as it "seems to turn around into the harshness of 

the unification of both governments and co~ld result in an 

eruption before even realizing it." The SED/PDS party 

executive let the headlines speak for themselves: "an 

immediate unification is not possible" (NO 5 Feb. 1990: 1). 

As confusion became chaos, the first free elections whose 

outcome decided unification had to be moved from May 6 to 

March 18, 1990. Although the elections decided that 

unification would occur, the will of the people, as Neues 

Deutschland presented it, was to remain independent from west 

Germany, but such terms were soon overwhelmed by events as 

public anxieties deepened that would survive long after the 

March election. The East German newspaper sought to help 

reduce the fear by postponing the inevitable. In April 1990, 

for instance, Neues Deutschand appeased East Germans about 

their insecure political future by declaring that unification 

"still needed time" (ND 20 Apr. 1990: 2). The newspaper then 

identified three reasons for delaying reunification. 

Reunification should not occur because of the EC meeting in 

Dublin that took place at the end of April; secondly, the KSZE 

meeting was scheduled for the end of summer, and thirdly Neues 

Deutschland identified the currency and economic union as a 

psychological barrier in the way of unification (NO 20 Apr. 

1990: 1). Questions were raised about whether the economic 

unification could be uncoupled from the political one since 
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the speed of the unification process appeared to proceed too 

quickly. The East German newspaper began to retreat into 

abstractions by idealizing political independence ande 

demanding that "everything should be made possible that 

contributes to both people, while respecting the interests of 

other nations." On the other hand Die zeit recognized that 

"unification" was being used differently in East and West. In 

the East it denoted "holding on to socialism," while in the 

West it meant "power change" (Die zeit 19 Jan. 1990: 1). 

While East and West German could not even agree on how to 

define the process that was reshaping them, some aspects of 

the rhetorical process were becoming clear. First, it was the 

West German newspaper that was increasingly defining how and 

what should be understood by the term, with the East German 

paper clearly reacting to forces that could not explain , much 

less control. Secondly, the West German media explained the 

terms that were consistent with broader phenomenon 

political 

'glasnost.' 

in 

developments, terms like 'perestroika' or 

Thirdly, the ability of West Germany to define 

the process was clearly due to its greater economic power, 

which made it the voice of progress, with the East German 

media struggling to redefine the situation on noneconomic 

terms. The whole process of redefinition was clearly 

advancing too quickly for either Germany to be able to reflect 

on the consequences of the process. 
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3. The Rhetoric of to Have and to Be 

In the process of unification, the socialist motto "We 

are the people" was replaced by "We are one people." This 

reformulation was one of the clearest redefinitions of public 

identity, and it unequivocally confirmed unification. The 

East German newspaper failed to convince its readers that it 

spoke for the people. Neues Deutschland continued to define 

itself as the voice of the workers , with the political 

problems of the time presented in terms of the need to tighten 

the party's relationship with its supporters. With the view 

towards the 12th party conference solving the tasks of 

political chaos, Erich Honecker addressed his fellow citizens 

through the usual formula, "Liebe @enossinnen und Genossen!" 

(Dear fellow female comrades and male comrades!) a form of 

direct and identification of the reader as party members that 

was practiced during all the years of East Germany's 

existence. This form of address projected equality between 

speaker and audience. This brotherly/sisterly connection in 

politics should reconfirm the notion of "the" people being 

united through their socialist and "brotherly" relations to 

the soviet Union, which were ilexemplary in their degree of 

intensity and variety" (NO 2 Dec. 1989). Honecker's visit to 

the soviet Union around that time was a confirmation of the 

international bond of socialism. 

The survival of state socialism depended on the party's 
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abili ty to claim success for its efforts on behalf of the 

people. For instance, the December 2, 1989 edition of Neues 

Deutschland, claimed that the GDR had reached a living 

standard above that of the west that was the highest in its 

history. A representative example of such outstanding 

accomplishments was enforced by Honecker when he addressed 

East Germans by "[w]ell, comrades, sometimes it is forgotten 

that: 

- We do not have mass unemployment but full employment. 

We do not have a new poverty. 

- We do not need soup kitchens. 

- We have solved the nutritional program. 

- We do not have an emergency state of education but the 

united socialist education system, the ten grade general 

poly technical highschool for all children of the people. 

- We have an established, health system, fulfilling the 

citizens' interests, without being in debt. 

- For 17 years we have been realizing a comprehensive housing 

program. 

- On time, we have been reconstructing our national economy 

for intensification, on modern basic funds." (2/3 Dec. 

1989) 

'We' identified the reader with the party, and "have" 

identified the economic accomplishments that socialism had to 

offer. Since every member constituted an essential part of 
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this party, Honecker identified the contributing voices with 

the party per se in the report on December 2, 1989 where he 

asserted that "I am convinced that we comply with the will of 

the party through the extraordinary party conference, since a 

renewal of socialism is only possible with a united, closed 

acting party" (Erich Honecker).3 Although the special party 

conference completed the final break with the Stalinist 

heritage, the party, despite its new label, maintained a 

superior entity whose main actor was Erich Honecker. 

Hope for the system' s survival continued as Dr. Gysi 

strengthened the position of the party where Honecker had left 

it off. The party gained saint status, as he pressured the 

people into accepting that "If we all fight for the new party 

it will remain strong!" The 'we' described images of 

sacrificing martyrs who were supposed to empower the party (NO 

9/10 Dec. 1989). East Germany traditionally maintained a 

univocal sense of the people that denied a difference between 

the state apparatus and the public, making unification 

undiscussable, for how could "we" be unified with another form 

of government when "we" are socialist. While East Germany 

tried to redefine the party and the state, these efforts were 

3Ich bin davon Uberzeugt, daB wir [mit dem 
auBerordentlichen Parteitag] dem Wunsch und Willen der 
Partei entsprechen, denn eine Erneuerung des Sozialismus ist 
nur moglich mit einer einheitlich geschlossen handelnden 
Partei (Neues Deutschland, 13 Nov. 1989: 5) 
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doomed to failure because they could not maintain the 

socialist definition of the people against the increasing 

forces for the unification of the German people. 

Another strategy that Neues Deutschland used to maintain 

the party's role as an organ of "the people" was the column 

Standpunkt (standpoint), which is found on every front page in 

Neues Deutschland. The cont~ibutors were always identified by 

name but never by professional or social background. The 

representati ve voices in the reader columns supported the 

efforts of restabilizing East Germany, and often contained 

anti - West images. The contr ibutors conf irmed their trust in 

the party; we could hear affirmed identifications as "I will 

not change my attitude towards the SED in difficult times. If 

one wants to renovate the party, then one has to participate" 

(ND 28 Dec. 1989: 1). Readers often asked critical questions 

in clear and simple terms to challenge readers who might look 

beyond the party, questions hostile of the West such as "[h] ow 

much government does free competition need?," which confirmed 

that East Germany had not been prepared for the ideological 

turn (ND 23 Apr. 1990: 1). 

To try to get readers to maintain a personal corunitment 

to the party, the newspapers began to emphasize the role 

individuals had to play in opposing West German influences and 

supporting the renewal of the party. In the Neues Deutschland 

edition of October 9/10, 1989 on page 4 Erich Honecker praised 
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the benefits through the unifying formula stating that 

"[g]reat things were accomplished by the people and for the 

people" (NO 9/10 Oct. 1989: 1). He then asked that everybody 

work for the welfare of the people. 

At the end of 1989 the newspaper promoted the idea of a 

"peaceful revolution" where the individual was asked to act 

responsibly to maintain unity, the unity of hte people and the 

party and not the two German peoples. The East German 

newspaper continued to affirm its political independence from 

west Germany, declaring that "[t]he people do not need 

political missionaries.· The people act as sovereign" (NO 

30/31 Dec. 1989: ). This concept of the people was basic to 

East German socialism, and the increasingly strident emphasis 

on the party's tole as an organ of the people shows that this 

basic concept was becoming undermined. Less than four weeks 

later we read the slogans on East German banners spoke of 

another kind of unity. Such catch phrases were found on 

demonstration banners where the need for unity became most 

popular through the revolutionary call for "Deutschland, einig 

Vaterland" (Germany, united fatherland). As pointed out 

earlier, hope for the future hinged on self-fulfilling 

prophesies, by promising success for the "XII party conference 

in May of 1990 with view towards 2000," rekindling the 

people's spirit with admonishments such as the following: 

"Leitmotif of our action for over four decades: Everything 
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with the people, everything by the people, everything for the 

people," reassuring that "with our economic strategy we are 

well prepared for the tasks of the nineties" (ND 2 Dec. 1989: 

1) • 

Almost to the end, Neues Deutschland attempted to 

maintain the party's identification with the people. The 

January, 12 1990 edition of Neues Deutschland praised its 

people when it proclaimed "It is a merit of the people that 

the German Democratic Republic won freedom and reputation." 

The East German newspaper placed the people into the center of 

the definition. Into the last weeks before unification, pages 

and pages of Neues Deutschland filled with drafts of plans for 

a socialist future. Political leaders and readers proclaim new 

efforts to renew and reform movement from within the system, 

but the system had no realistic chance to survive, and people 

were aware of it. Yet, that Neues Deutschland invested its 

efforts with such eager pernicious conviction is praiseworthy. 

Particularly in the East but also to some extent in the West, 

the transformation of the German identity emptied traditional 

ideologies of their meanings and called for new points of 

reference. 

4. Demarcations for Shifting Ideologies 

The newspapers introduced new terms in order to 

reestablish East German credibility with those who had stopped 
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believing in the system. The newpapers attempted to create 

political stability in the hope that the German Democratic 

Republic would not collapse under the impact of western 

economic policies. The East German newspaper tried to instill 

pride in the forty-year history of their country in order to 

maintain a sense of cornmon identity. To promote a positive 

image for the country, Neues Deutschland outlined three 

strategies for reforms. First, the party tried to redefine 

its' assumptions to preserve its central authority. Secondly, 

it attempted to constitute a new socialism that could survive 

into the future. The third mechanism which promised political 

recovery, the so-called 'third path' chosen by the PDS, 

represented a political compromise between socialism and 

democracy. Hence, the party, socialism and a new national 

ideology were redefined again and again in increasingly futile 

attempts to establish a public identity that could survive 

unification. Die zeit attacked such rhetorical strategies as 

constructed to keep unification from happening. 

This use of definition as a rhetorical strategy 

illustrates how a compromise was posited as an alternative to 

two untenable realities. The party drew on the shared history 

of East Germany to reformulate its public identity in the face 

of deepening threats to its public authority. Meanwhile, 

Neues Deutschland continued to print articles that described 

the economic and political heal th of the country. 
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Producti vi ty in the farming and construction industry was 

continually praised, and close political links to the Soviet 

Union received extensive praise. In an effort to revitalize 

the socialist power structure, old party programs were 

eradicated, and new party policies were promoted to show that 

the East German state could survive. 

In the most obvious example of definition as a rhetorical 

strategy, the party redefined itself to maintain its role as 

the ideological backbone of the public identity of East 

Germany. In order to analyze these changing definitions, we 

must review the various roles the party played in East 

Germany. Not only did it represent one social class, but it 

was also --in Max Weber's terms-- characteristic of a 

Weltanschauungspartei (literally "party of world view") that 

serves to observe "content as well as political ideals" 

(Glaessner 516). The party prescribed not only ideological 

but also personal orienations towards life through a socialist 

vocabulary. The official definition of the party's role is 

found in the SED program as it was accepted by the ninth party 

conference. The party's goals read as follows: 

It realizes the tasks Marx, Engels, and Lenin 

formulated, and it also realizes the goals of the 

revolutionary worker's movement. In its work it is 

constantly directed to do everything for the well 

being of the people, for its [the party's] 
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interests in the working class, and in all workers. 

It is its goal to construct the communist party.4 

As early as November 1989, when Neues Deutschland began 

to confirm that "the hope for a democratic communist party is 

a self-destructive illusion" (ND 29 Nov. 1989: 1). The need 

to redefine the party was expressed in November of 1989. 

Which concept does the SED need? It must be 

clarified what type of party we are, and I want to 

remind of Marx who made the strongest connection 

with the most modern production means as criteria 

for progression of a class and its party. (ND 23 

Nov. 1989: 2). 

Neues Deutschland, repeatedly emphasized the need to redefine 

what constituted East Germany for forty years. The implied 

definition evaluated Marx's concept of modernity positively in 

that the means of production were described to empower rather 

than to oppress the working class. We read that "without the 

SED there [would be] no socialism" (ND 23 Nov. 1989: 2). 

Neues Deutschland had promoted the idea of a new socialism for 

a long time. It rej ected the old Stalinist concept and 

replaced it with a new one. Neues Deutschland constantly used 

Gysi as the spokesperson for the new party. His guidelines 

for the party were as important for the newspaper as the 

4Program of the SED accepted by the IX party conference 
of the SED in Berlin (East) 1976. 
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prescriptive and negative definitions of socialism: 

[f]or many years SED has prevented socialism and 

not made it possible; the SED was 'not a left party 

any longer. It did not respect its members; the 

SED was similar to the tight conservative tendency 

to law and order, and uniformity; it rejected other 

thinkers, was hostile to intelligence and practised 

intolerance; the PDS has cut itself off from this 

party. 

On the front page as well as in the sections of domestic 

politics the importance of the extraordinary party conference 

of the SED was repeatedly emphasized. This party conference 

was to define the future direction of the party in the German 

Democratic Republic and would solve the tasks of the present 

(NO 9/10 Dec. 1989: 1). The newly founded party of the 

SED/PDS identified its duty to "carry responsibility for this 

country, and to shape and strengthen democratic socialism" (NO 

18 Dec. 1989: 1). Even after the government had accepted the 

need for unification, Neues Deutschland continued to promote 

the essential role of the newly formulated party. Neues 

Deutschland reprinted the Poli tbureau' s report on the 7th 

conference of the central committee of the SED. It declared 

in the Dec. 20, 1989 issue of Neues Deutschland that the party 

favored the "democratization on all levels" (NO 20 Dec. 1989: 

1). with this transformation, the party's once hegemonic 
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position became extremely questionable. Not much later the 

name of the party that had run the state for over forty years 

was abandoned, became absorbed into the new acronym, which 

promised to be the Party of Democratic Socialism. On February 

5, 1990 the headline of one of the Neues Deutschland articles 

read "The 'SED' is gone - the PDS is a new party" (ND, 5 Feb. 

1990:1)." Party leader Gysi repeatedly shared his belief in 

the surviving power of the party, but true political changes 

did not take place. 

The unstable situation and the fear of total collapse 

needed to be resolved immediately to avoid complete chaos. 

Neues Deutschland sought to regain the political power for a 

new form of socialism. since shared beliefs and public 

authority could not really uphold such a new ideology, the 

newspaper increasingly appealed to public anxieties about 

change. Neues Deutschland posed rather simplistic questions 

which illustrated the insecurities and fears of the future. 

The December 23/24, 1989, Neues Deutschland edition, for 

instance, tried to confirm the need when it stated that a new 

ideology needed "clear and unambiguous statements in our new 

party program: Which socialism do we want? (ND 22/23 Dec. 

1989: 1)." Neues Deutschland tried to identify what 

directions the future party should take and interviewed some 

of the newspaper's readers. The interviewees did not favor 

the continuation of a socialist people's party, nor did the 
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people favor a communist or a Marxist workers' party. The 

majority of the people who representatively spoke in the 

newspaper favored a "Marxist mass party. " The general 

solution was enforced to "use Marxism in a new fashion" (ND 28 

Nov. 1989: 1). However, how that new Marxism would operate 

the politial apparatus was never explained in concrete terms. 

At the special party conference (report on Dec. 9/10, 

1989 in Neues Deutschland), after a combined--and failing-

effort to make East Germans adopt a joint party of SED/PDS, 

promising a modified socialism, the system attempted to renew 

the former SED. An excerpt from the December 9/10 , 1989 

edition of Neues Deutschland shows how definitions were used 

to describe the party machinery in new terms: 

The goal of the special program is the radical 

break with the SED's Stalinist basic structures and 

the formulation of a new socialist party. It poses 

for itself the task to fightS, collaborating with 

all other powers of good will, towards an 

alternative democratic socialism. 

(ND 9/10 Dec. 1989: 1) 

Past party procedures were repudiated when the SED was 

renovated. In Neues Deutschland concerned citizens posed 

SHere kampfen means to uphold •.•.•. the literal 
translation.' Not to overlook the literal translation "to 
fight" which connotes a rhetorical notion of battle, the 
translation "to fight" is preferred." 
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questions pertaining to East Germany's political identity 

after the regime claimed to have broken with the Stalinist 

past. Gysi redefined the very concept of socialism in the 

Neues Deutschland edition of December 9/10, 1989: 

What do we mean by the term socialism? Naturally, 

today I am not in the position to render a 

developed, scientific definition of the term 

socialism. Nevertheless, I am certain, that it 

deals with a social order in which every form of 

political and economic absolute or monopoly 

dictatorship power must be eliminated. So that 

constant economic efficiency stays connected with 

the ecological, social and cultural interests of 

the people. The political and economic structures 

are to be drawn up in such manner that the interest 

in peace, disarmament and humanism never remain 

unnoticed (ND 9/10 Dec. 1989:" 1) • 

socialism, the ideological backbone of East Germany, obviously 

needed to be reconceived to suit a changing political reality. 

Gysi applied prescriptive and negative definitions when he 

tried to explain a rather abstract term. When talking about 

prescriptive definitions, we talk about terms that insist 

that "a certain definition is the only one acceptable" (Lanham 

47). A negative definition is "defining something by proving 

what it is not" (Lanham 47). In order for Gysi's defintion of 
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socialism to convey meaning, the readers had complement the 

lack of information that stemmed from the lim,ited description. 

Not only did they have to provide meaning, but they also 

became involved in a guessing game. The speaker here was not 

clear about the notion of socialism, he who is the mouthpiece 

of the party. Who else, if not he, could render a convincing 

image of what words ought to mean? In addition, the use of 

passive confirmed anonymity of those who carried political 

responsibility for socialist integrity. The definitions 

remained abstract and did not explain how applied socialism is 

supported to affect the life of East Germans. 

While the East German socialist party changed its name, 

it continued to use rhetorical strategies intended to maintain 

the distinction between us and them. Neues Deutschland 

attempted to maintain the public's faith in the party through 

articles that included the voices of strong party followers 

who had stayed loyal to the party. Someone who chose to stay 

in the East begged his fellow East Germans to do the same and 

help realize the ideas and not fall prey to "illusions about 

our neighboring country (NO 1 Dec. 1989: 1). 

The leader of the new party, Egon Krenz identified those 

people who would not support the renewal of socialism as 

followers of "those, who wish something else upon us. They do 

not wish that we improve socialism. They want us to abolish 

it. We should not be doing anybody that favor." Again, the 
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identification is anonymous and is expressed negatively as 

'those people' and 'anybody,' referring to West German 

politicians who impeded any hope for the East to recover from 

its political and social dilemmas. The projection of what has 

been commonly known as Fremdbild (image of foreigness) may 

help understand the rhetorical strategies being used to 

maintain a socialist public identity. The term was founded 

after World War II to demarcate the present against the past; 

it then became a term that referred to the clashing ideologies 

between anticommunism and antifascism. Interesting about 

these terms, again, is the preference to state a political 

attitude (Haltung or Gesinnung are more precise terms because 

they embrace the personal as well as the political 

idetification) in its negative rather than its positive. 

Neues Deutschland reprinted the election program of the 

PDS in its February 10/11, 1990 edition. As in previous 

issues, Neues Deutschland continued to emphasize the party's 

central role. Stalinism was repeatedly rejected, and the PDS 

was defined as a new democratic beginning. The SED obviously 

could not surrender after being in charge of the system for so 

many years. But how could it uphold its credibility? Die 

zeit made references to Neues Deutschland as it compared the 

west German political power machinery to "brown danger on the 

wall. " This analogy may have been used to illustrate the fear 

for the Gestapo and SS members during the Third Reich and to 
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the state, the STASI, or to any controlling force. The color 

reference enforced the negative perspective after the two 

Germanies would be joined. This short phrase, however, may 

not only denote the East-German guilt-free attitude towards 

the .Third Reich crimes but its historic relevance for the 

German Question in the dispute over unification. 

This cynical commentary can be interpreted as a political 

as well as a historical note. The lines allude to Heinrich 

Heine's poem "Belsazar," a story about a king who is feasting 

with his servants. They see hieroglyphic signs on the white 

wall which neither the king, the servants nor the magicians 

can interpret. 

Und siehl Und siehl an weiSer Wand 

Da kam's hervor, wie Menschenhand; Und schrieb und 

schrieb an weiSer Wand 

Buchstaben von Feuer und schrieb und schwand. 6 

The concealed message became clear when we find out that the 

king was killed by his servants during the very same night 

that they had all celebrated together. The dead king could 

stand for the SED, the East German state, or that the old 

socialism was eradicated as soon as the Wall came down. The 

romantic poet Heine, who was close with Marx during his Paris 

6And look and look! on white Wall/There it came out, 
like from human's handi/ And wrote and wrote onto white 
Wall/Letters of fire and wrote and disappeared. 
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stay, was a firm believer in the power of the proletariat. 

A.lso favoring the French idea of liberation of humanity, Heine 

was what we would call a utopian revolutionary today. with 

good reason the Third Reich banned his anti-German sentiments 

and his general progressive Weltanschauung. 

The party's role was not that of representing the party; 

it was sole monopoly. An explanation of how definitions were 

constructed by the former German Democratic Republic 

reconfirms the power of the party in public life. Definitions 

in East Germany had always played a significant role for the 

ideological culture of socialism. Not only did the socialist 

apparatus produce a Marxist-Leninist vocabulary, but it also 

defined its own systematic terms that determined the meanings 

of words such as democracy, socialism and freedom. East 

Germany has always stressed that the definiton of such terms 

was never the same as the ~:mes in west Germany. The party had 

defined how terms needed to be understood and applied by the 

people. Vast dictionary entries confirmed the party's 

hegemony and its influence over public life. Again, in 

1989/1990 the lexical definitions were written by the party 

and continued the characteristic language usage, emphasizing 

the power the party had executed through definitions against 

unification. The new party was directed towards democracy, 

social, and economical improvement. Along with unification 

carne the removal of the East German constitution. The west 
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German laws replaced the political foundation of definitions 

which the party had once established for its people. The 

effects of such dramatic redefinitions were never discussed by 

the Neues Deutschland. The one party system was replaced by 

another. The revolutionary movement of the people of the GDR 

has induced the process of its democratic removal. The 

general goals focused exclusively on domestic improvements, 

using world relations to illustrate the abuse of 

democratization efforts in other communist countries such as 

Asia, Africa and Latin America. 

The projections for East Germany's survival became 

increasingly unfocused in the issues of Neues Deutschland. In 

the February 23, 1990 edition of Neues Deutschland Ibrahim 

Bohme (SPD party manager) confirmed that he supported East 

Germany's economic- currency and social union with west 

Germany. In the same paper we see representative banners, 

demanding social security, the right to work, and efforts 

against mass ruin and mass unemployment. Those reactions 

rejected the removal of a state-controlled economy. 

The elections on March 18, 1990 defined a new future for 

East Germany with a vote that according to Die Zeit that was 

unequivocally "in favor of unification, completely and 

immediately" (Die Zeit 18 March 1990: 1). Despite the fact 

that the election had determined unification as an inescapable 

reality, Neues Deutschland tried to convince the public of the 
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stability of the East. The newspaper had asked "experts" if 

"the Democratic Republic still need[ed] a constitution." 

Politically active professors who were interviewed all favored 

this rather than the hypothetical option of a new government. 

East Germany insisted on its independence from West Germany 

even until after the first free elections on March 18, 1990. 

The Neues Deutschland edition on April, 6, 1990, 

reconfirmed the need for a new East German constitution, and 

reprinted a new draft of it in the April, 18 edition. The 

constitution was justified since the group who proposed the 

constitution was "convinced that the passing of this 

constitution would provide a better basis for the development 

of the country towards the German unification as well as 

[provide] an effective people's chamber" (ND 18 April 1990: 

1) • 

Five days later the Neues Deutschland reprinted the PDS 

statement of party president Gregor Gysi who stated that the 

most important task of the opposition was to "control the 

government. • so that it [would] oppose the joining of 

Article 23 of the West German Basic Law." It favored a step

by step transition to a communal self-governing body, stating 

that the citizens's interest should carry priority (ND 23 Apr. 

1990: 1). On April 27, 1990, the PDS emphasized that 

"economic competition for the social development [was] 

indispensable" (NO 27 Apr. 1990: 3) As can be seen, the 
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change in party politics resulted in a reversed understanding 

of previous party state ideologies. 

While the East German media continued to redefine 

socialism, the West demanded that socialism be uprooted. 

Neues Deutschland attempt to maintain the party's authority by 

making it part of the movement toward unification while 

claiming that in fact the accounts cited accept unification as 

inevitable. Unification needed to be delayed to preserve the 

rights of the people, the attempts to delay the process were 

integral to the efforts to redefine socialism in terms that 

would maintain a place for it in the new political order. 

Even as late as June 1, 1990 Neues Deutschland cited 

politician Horst Afheldt who confirmed a new understanding of 

the party's significance as the Neues Deutschland summarized: 

If one analyzed well, one could also see that the 

means toward executing this intention (of founding 

East Germany on a better morality] were false. I 

always argue that Karl Marx would have never 

accepted this type of socialism as a real-existing 

one. (ND 1 June 1990: 1) 

Whereas the East German Neues Deutschland did not 

encourage rapprochement between East and West, the West German 

newspapers accepted unification as the only solution for a 

dialogue. The West Germans maintained the traditional 

definition of socialism to strengthen oppositon to it as an 
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untenable position. Die zeit repeatedly condemned socialist 

state control. If a multi-party system were to develop the 

economy would be 'decalcified.' with such change the power of 

the law would be assimilating to those existing in west 

Germany" (Die zeit 24 Nov. 1989: 1). Die zeit responded to 

the representations of an unfulfilled past not only with 

skepticism, but reacted with open cynicism. It remarked that 

East Germany could survive only "if the SED's power supremacy 

[would] collapse." It stated that "[o]nly if the SED makes 

the courage for suicide plausible, then it has a chance to 

survive" (Die zeit 24 Nov. 1989: 1). Eventhough former SED 

members resigned and and other SED members were fired, the PDS 

was represented as the party of state conrol (Die zeit 17 

Nov. 1989: 1). In addition to refuting promises which the 

Neues Deutschland made, Die zeit explicitly condemned the 

general attempt to redefine old ideologies in new terms. For 

instance, it talked about the makeup of the society in the 

following terms: "[m]ost groups [there] do not regard 

themselves as bourgeois or as capitalistic. They want a 

better socialism but no unification" (Die zeit ) . This 

demand repeated the East Germans' need for identification and 

the difficulty of positing it for themselves or for the West. 

In addition the call for a better socialism criticizes the 

failure of an ill-operating socialism in East Germany. The 

lexicon definition of socialism according to East Germany's 
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party book had not coincided with the practice of it. In 

addition to interpreting the above call as identification and 

criticism formula, it also implies that unification is 

understood as an ideological rather than a dialogic term. It 

could be replaced by capitalism and the sense of the phrase 

would not suffer. 

The old Eastern regime was demented, discredited, on the 

fall, and according to Die Zeit, East Germany had to collapse. 

It 'took issue with the manipulations during the elections. 

The newspaper identified the elections as farce since the 

voters who had not practiced democracy, were asked to vote 

freely. Nobody can foresee what the new programs are supposed 

to promise for the East Germans (Die zeit 29 Dec. 29 1989: 1). 

According to Die Zeit, East Germany would have to learn to 

compete wi th western market societies. The East German 

government had to accept western capitalism, not redefine 

socialism. Die zeit also repudiated the effort to represent 

the SED as a different sort of socialist party. The 

newspaper, for instance, claimed that the SED had always 

maintained monopoly power. Die zeit and Neues Deutschland 

avoided clear and specific measures that would describe what 

unification would mean for both. The responsibilites, be they 

financial or social in nature were not raised at that 

particular time. 

Along with redefinitons of the part of state socialism 
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the very concept 9f socialism was reconceived in attempt to 

mediate between repudiated past ideologies and complete 

absorption into western capitalism. The third path 

represented a compromise between state socialism and free 

market economy. Merging democracy and socialism had been 

proposed early on in the period discussed. In December of 

1989 a group of political experts from the East and the West, 

among whom were also numerous East German intellectuals and 

political activists, convened to design the course for a new 

government. They publicized their ideas in Neues Deutschland 

to build support for their proposed "third path." The PDS 

members who supported the third path defined new policies for 

all areas of national and internatinal policy: foreign policy, 

disarmament, security, economy, environment, traffic, domestic 

politics, science, culture, education, the media, and social 

programs in the areas of health and family. The task of this 

group was to redefine the government and to investigate the 

German Question. They favored unification but did not want to 

belong either to the Warsaw Pact or Nato. They sought to find 

a solution that would posit German into a neutral position. 

Yet since East Germany was integrated into the Western allies, 

the third path had become obsolete. 

The West German Die zeit did not react extensively to the 

so-called third path at the time it was under discussion, but 

rather it held off with its criticism until a later date. Die 
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Zeit, in its April 1990 edition, then explained the reasons 

why the third path would have proven unsuc~essful. If this 

option had passed, "[t]hen the GDR would have become free, yet 

would have remained separate." 

The East German newspaper summarized the following 

intentions as principles of the third path: 

Our fight will be directed against all monopolistic 

power structures in economy, politics, and mental 

life. This third path of socialist character which 

is aspired by us, is characterized by radical 

democracy and rule of law (legality), environmental 

protection, execution of a true equal right and 

equality status for women ••.. Social-democratic, 

socialistic, non-stalinistic-communist, anti

fascist and pacifistic traditions are part of this 

orientation towards our traditions of German and 

international worker 

enforce a socialist 

movement. The power to 

alternative to the Federal 

Republic of Germany seems unavoidable; that is 

important since Mr. Kohl has - as Neues Deutschland 

began with 'the overture of a takeover. And by so 

creating a new socialism, the dream of so many 

would be confirmed. 

The third path opposed the economic "takeover" by the West. 

It was not a viable alternative because economic forces were 
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working to assimilate East and West's terms. 

synthesis: Telos, Truth, and Power 

The strategies for developing new terminologies played 

various roles for the progress of unification. Definitions 

were motivated teleologically, they characterized validity 

claims to truth, and they marked boundaries in order to 

reconfirm power against the 'other.' Both newspapers used 

definitions as rhetorical tools to construct social actions 

teleologically and recreate limitations against an East-West 

dialogue which the fall of the Wall had first introduced. 

Through the subversion of old definitions the East German 

Neues Deutschland hoped to provide impetus for continued party 

and government support from the people. Whereas Neues 

Deutschland used definitions to erase the connotations that 

were bound to certain terms, the West German Die Zeit, used 

definitions to criticize East German discourse and to find 

answers for the future by resorting to understandings of terms 

as they were idealized throughout German history. Die zeit 

resurrected ideals from the past that seemed lost in the 

twentieth century. So, for instance, it identified Bismarck 

as a model statesman and promoted the Roman res publica as a 

model of an ideal state. 

The following discussion illustrates how definitions came 

to follow the teleological model of action and how their 
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function as validity claims to truth shaped the debate over 

German unification. The application of Habermas's concepts 

explains the rhetorical powers that enabled definition to 

introduce communicative action to the the German identity 

dispute. Through definitions the newspapers constructed an 

objective discourse. 

Definitions circumscribed a teleological process in that 

they pursued an understanding of what .unification would 

finally have to mean or could not mean for the people of East 

and West Germany. Through the prescriptive and negative 

definitions the newspapers introduced the possibility of 

social emancipation into the debate over German unification. 

With such processes of perversion at stake, we must now 

inves~igate the purpose of definition for supporting 

unification. Over time people and their culture change. Such 

changes are accompanied by the need to revise the limitations 

regularly. The border between East and West Germany had been 

removed, and both German people needed new marks to help 

define themselves. Neues Deutschland would guarantee the 

survival of the state. This reference to the socialist past 

proved hazardous since it could not prepare the people of East 

Germany for the feared future. The terms sought to define the 

party and socialism anew. The terms were used exclusively. 

The old East German words did not shift meanings or dropped 

usage, but persisted as proclamations for the future of East 
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Germany. Neues Deutschland used old concepts to define 

political consciousness for East Germans. By replacing terms 

that had shifted their meanings, the newspapers debunked the 

traditionally reliable role of definition as a shared 

convention on agreed terms. Through the reinterpretation of 

specific terms the newspapers replaced the standard 

definitions which meant that standard guidelines had to lose 

their ideological meaning if East Germany should survive. The 

West German newspaper Die Zeit, in contrast, uprooted the 

definitions of socialism according to Marx. The East German 

So far, the East German government, had controlled the 

meanings of words when it developed the Marxist-Leninist 

vocabulary and the lexicon characteristic of the East Germany 

system. with the collapse of socialism the power to convince 

through formulaic definitions also faded. Yet, as we could 

see, definitions depended on power and continued to do so in 

Neues Deutschland. 

Definitions belong to Habermas's first speech class which 

seek objectivity and are called constative speech acts. This 

speech class of propositional truth statements is 

characterized by expressions that describe conditions and 

factual circumstances of a public world and ignore the 

attitudes of a private world (Habermas Vorstudien 103). 

Constative speech acts are linked to "the objective world as 

the totality of all entitites about which true statements are 
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possible" (Habermas, TeA I, 100). 

According to Webster's Dictionary, definition, according 

to one of the most applicable entries for our project is "the 

action or the power of describing, explaining, or making 

definite and clear" (334). Definition, therefore is a process 

through which someone explains something to make it more 

definite and clear, but someone must have the power to make 

such transformations possible. In the debate over unification 

power could be interpreted in a number of ways. In the 

rhetorical-hermeneutic context of this dissertation, "power" 

can be seen as synonymous with persuasion. If the power to 

define entails explaining, predicting, or advancing a group 

toward shared goals, definition failed as rhetorical strategy 

in the debate over German unification. 

Since the old demarcations had first been removed 

publicly, the respective German Question resurfaced to 

historical consciousness'. The newspapers had not defined the 

Question's most recent status in German history. Instead, 

they newspapers used definitions to erase a respective German 

past. Definitons constructed the future or interpreted the 

past, but they did not describe the presence. Therefore, we 

can interpret the definitions as rhetorical strategies of not 

coping with a sore spot in Germany's history. Power meant 

being resourceful with definitions that could gloss over the 

past. Neues Deutschland used defintions to instill hope in 
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the future since its government was losing authority to speak 

for the people. Whereas the East German news~aper constructed 

an idealized state, trying to save what there was to save and 

incessantly insisting on the party's power, the West German 

newspaper used definition as means to counteract the East 

German efforts of constructing new definitions for a 

collapsing communist-based l~xicon. 

When we identified that the definitions tried to promote 

as well as control concerns of separation rather than 

unification, it became evident that they foremost operated on 

an ideological level. Neues Deutschland used definitions to 

implement power and suggest that East Germany could still 

speak for its peopla, where in fact, it had to convince people 

of East Germany's authority. Die Zeit demonstrated its 

economic superiority over East Germany by rejecting the 

definitions that were developed in its public discourse. 

Since East Germany was missing such economical forces, its 

party and socialist system redefined itself. 

"A definition of [al situation establishes an order. 

Through it, participants in communication •..• incorporate the 

actual action situation into their pre interpreted lifeworld" 

(TeA I, 100). This assumption confirms that the newspapers 

failed to engage in communicative action. They developed 

their own orders of def ini tion and rej ected the notion of 

self-reflection in their discussion. The function of 
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prescriptive and negative definitions served the purpose of 

diffusing chaos that seemed unavoidable as a result of the 

clash between what ideological terms used to signify (or may 

never have intended to signify) and how such original 

significations became reinterpreted. While the East German 

media failed to redefine tne party in ways that could maintain 

its future, one could argue that the West German newspapers 

contributed to establishing a consensus for unification. 

The newspapers not only avoided a confrontation with the 

past, but they were also selective in their choice of which 

terms to define and which ones to exclude from the debate over 

unificaition. certain terms whose signification was not 

addressed by either newspapers, may also hint that avoided 

messages belonged to the hermeneutics of concealment. That 

Neues Deutschland wanted to establish new rules for socialism, 

may have resulted from the fact that an understanding of 

freedom has always been determined by a cultural ideal and by 

the state. The inner freedom, the cultural ideal and the 

state under the rule of law served as political concretization 

for the West German term of freedom (MUnch 772). Again, this 

interpretation is valid for the West German understanding and 

could not be adopted for the East German political culture. 

The party and not the people had defined freedom for them; it 

was understood as socialist freedom and just another concept 

of the socialist Weltanschauung. 
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The descriptive, prescriptive and negative definitions 

exhausted the possibilities of a promising future convergence 

of East and West; it was linked to a metaphysics of presence 

in that the problems were attempted to be resolved as history 

had created them. The West and East attacked the ideological 

foundations of each other, and these critiques encouraged 

people to become active and critical. Although definitions 

set up boundaries in order to include some and exclude other 

interpretations, the newspapers applied definitions as the 

groundwork for communicative action. 

In order to understand such rationale to explain 

definitions, we need to accept the hermeneutic premise that 

Gadamer poses. He posits that a statement cannot be examined 

on the basis of some context and correctness but it must also 

be seen in connection of the "person of the speaker [s]ince 

the meaning of an expression does not exhaust itself in that 

which is being said. One can only reach conclusions when one 

goes back to the history of its motivation, previewing its 

implications" (H-J Gadamer, J. Habermas, Das Erbe Hegels 47). 

This perspective projects the future unification as 

hermeneutical experience into the realm of metaphor, a place 

where definition boundaries are torn down to make room for 

cultural emancipation from ..•. The applications of definitions 

had reflected an increasingly defensive character in public 

discourse. Negative definitions prevailed; yet, out of this 
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apparent chaos in public disourse produced a sense of 

consciousness that advanced social empowerment. 

Establishing definition as telos, truth claim and as 

power mechanis, has proven successful in that it stimulated 

exchange between two partners. Respect for the other system 

and leaving room open to learn from each other facilitated the 

beginning of a true dialogue between East and west. How 

understanding and accepting the other was introduced is the 

focus of the next chapter "Metaphor: An Attempt at 

Empowerment." 
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CHAPTER THREE 

AN ATTEMPT OF EMPOWERMENT THROUGH METAPHORS 

Metaphors, like epithets, must be fitting, which 
means that they must fairly correspond to the thing 
signified: failing this, their inappropriateness 
will be conspicuous. 

--Aristotle 

In the simplest formulation, when we use a metaphor 
we have two thoughts of different things acti ve 
together and supported by a single word, or phrase, 
whose meaning is a resultant of their interaction. 

--Richards 

All thinking is metaphorical. 
--Robert Frost 

1. The Place for Metaphor 

According to Alain Touraine, every social movement, 

contains a network of social relations that"produces an 

ideology" of its own (Touraine 98). As we have seen, 

definitio tried to const~uct such an ideology by finding new 

terms for the old part politics of state socialism. Despite 

their efforts to promote unification, both newspapers failed 

to open authentic communications between East and West Germans 

since the definitions idealized socialism and capitalism, each 

insisting on their valued ideology. The newspapers added 

abstract def ini tions to the poli tical cuI ture which made 

unification an issue of the future rather than a viable 

concern of the present. Due to this political rhetoric, the 
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newspapers demanded an almost utopian task from the reader. 

In order to be persuaded, the reader had to provide the 

enthymemic premise so the newspapers could convince the reader 

of the newspaper's ideological perspective. With the choice 

of either to accept or to reject the (re) invented definitions, 

the reader was not invi ted to participate in the social 

process. Thus definition was exhausted as a rhetorical 

strategy for social emancipation. 

Metaphor, on the other hand, provided a choice of 

interpretations and offered greater flexibili ty in reader 

responses. As another rhetorical tool of both newspapers, it 

posited a movement toward unification that was less well 

defined but more open to changing political realities. 

Metaphor also became a political tool since it confirmed 

unification by helping resolve the social crisis situation. 

Metaphor operates on the notion that any social movement is 

the "collective organized action through which a class actor 

battles for the social control of historicity in a given and 

identifiable historical context" (Touraine 32-3). Metaphor as 

hermeneutical process and political phenomenon demonstrated 

how the newspapers encouraged social criticism and political 

participation. 

Before analyzing how metaphor influenced the public 

debate over German identity, the chapter title and its 

implications demand some clarification. The juxtaposition of 
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metaphor and empo~erment may seem contradictory at first. 

Yet, as we explore their connection, we will become aware of 

the political messages that are embedded in the metaphors and· 

how they can promote consensus. This chapter's epigraphical 

introduction illustrates how metaphor's role in the 

contemporary rhetorical situation has changed since Aristotle. 

We have come to accept metaphor as part of everyday 

communication and not as the poet's privileged tool. We may 

go even further and accept I.A. Richards's claim and declare 

that metaphor is simply "the way language works" (Richards 

60). Our language(s) are so embedded in metaphors that we do 

not even recognize anymore how frequently we use them in 

everyday language. The newspapers made use of these 

subliminal rhetorical resources to speak in new ways of 

political relations that had long been seen as beyond change. 

Nowadays empowerment has become a fashionable concept in 

educational, and cultural studies, but as we investigate how 

metaphors enabled public discussions of new ideas, we will 

gain practical insights into how language empowers collective 

action. This chapter illustrates how public discourse used 

this strategy to encourage social action by providing a means 

to "capitalize people's ability to understand their own needs" 

(Sleeter 8). 

Because metaphors deal with implications and 

associations, the newspapers had to place them into such a 
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context that their message would become unambiguous. As we 

have seen in the previous chapter, abstract. definitions set 

borders for collective actions, while metaphors presented less 

defined and more fluid choices for the movement toward 

unification. This realization allows us to examine how 

metaphor not only presented but also facilitated empowerment. 

As elsewhere, I take a process-oriented approach in order to 

treat society as an unfolding process and not as function or 

structure. 

The overall goal of empowerment is to provide people with 

choices that help develop or reaffirm shared identities and 

policies. The newspapers fulfilled this goal of 

identification (consubstantiality) when they developed 

metaphors with different implications and associations. And 

since studying unification means studying a movement of a 

series of acts, denoting what Leland M. Griffith in critical 

Responses to Kenneth Burke identified as the "innovation of 

public tensions," we can identify how the newspapers resolved 

these tensions. Awareness, aggression, and action briefly 

describe the stages of empowerment (Griffith 463). In this 

chapter, I will discuss three stages in the movement toward 

empowerment: Awareness will be discussed under the heading 

"Confrontation as Public Drama," to examine how political 

actions were played out as a public drama. Aggression will be 

examined in a section titled "Catharsis as Space for Reaction" 
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which focuses on how social tensions build to public reactions 

that bring the public together against an opposing force. In 

the third part "Construction of an Independence," I will 

discuss the movement toward action that occurs when people are 

asked to transform reactions into productive activities 

toward shared goals. As we examine these processes, we will 

also reflect on how Habermas's validity claim of rightness can 

serve as the testing ground for the pragmatic tasks of 

communicative rationality through public discourse. The 

idealized state of dialogic interaction constitutes the goal 

of what Habermas calls the truly authentic speech situation. 

This chapter reconstructs how the newspapers used metaphor as 

a rhetorical process that enabled unification to occur as a 

form of rational communicative action. 

Ideally, the creation of a unified German identity should 

have occurred as the result of a balanced dialogue that 

empowered East and West Germany to reach a shared 

understanding of common needs for "only through dialogue in a 

communicative practice is meaning established" (Holub 119). 

This process approach created through the dialectic between 

metaphor and what it can be made to stand for is played off in 

the discussion of unification as the newspapers encouraged 

communicative action. This condition allows for social 

implications that evaluate how metaphor can empower the idea 

of social change as catalyst for meaning which supports what 
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Burke summarized in the following argument on metaphor: 

It is precisely through metaphor that our 

perspectives, or analogical extensions, are made -

a world without metaphor would be a world without 

meaning. 

(Burke, Permanence and change 194) 

Metaphors make new connections possible, with unification one 

such possibility. 

2. Confrontation as a Public Drama 

Confrontation, as the word implies, is an act that allows' 

the agents to be face to face with options, with their own 

political realities, and their space for reacting. Touraine 

uses the image of people creating their own history, ignited 

by "the fire of social movements," to discuss society as a 

drama: "it is a play not of situation or intent, but of social 

action and social relation" (Touraine 1) sets up the argument 

for the following discussion. Through metaphorical 

confrontations the newspapers dramatized some of the public 

tensions that had to be resolved in the debate of unification. 

The use of the stage metaphors exemplified how the newspapers 

depicted the confrontation between those who acted and those 

who watched, those who had power and those who did not, in the 

first stage of the movement from passivity to public action. 

The newspapers used metaphors of drama to stage a 
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confrontation where the 'other' addressed our problems. When 

one looks at the public spher as a stage, it can be 

interpreted as a mirror that reflects historical developments 

as a tragedy, moral fable or farce. This dramatization of the 

collective experience is evident in metaphors used from early 

on in public discussions of unifications. Some examples serve 

to explain how the newspapers chose metaphors with different 

tones and interpretations to dramatize the general mood over 

unification. 

At first the people crowded the streets to celebrate the 

possibility of freedom. On October 13, 1989 for instance, Die 

zeit attested to the enthusiasm that roamed the streets in 

East Germany by claiming that the "drama of an open world 

stage did not want to end." The new political movements were 

not only of national but international interest. The west 

German newspaper posited the processs as an abstract 

"opposition" by asking: "After 40 years, will there be change 

through opposition?" (Die zeit 13 Oct. 1989: 1). Doubts were 

raised, and the west German newspaper maintained the 

perspective of a skeptical observer provocatively asking is 

"everything that is happening in the German Democratic 

Republic a grandiose play that will end in a, depressing 

hangover mood? Everything is already speaking for that: the 

accustomed socialism no longer exists" (Die zeit 17 Nov. 1989: 

1). As represented in the West, the play was identified as 
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farce rather than 'as serious drama. The west press observed 

developments with suspicions and the certaintly of the 

impartial spectator. Die zeit articles compared the East 

German people to teenagers who lost all sense of 

responsibility, who did not seem to care about 'tomorrow.' 

The people in East Germany were found to be in a state of 

daze, which Die zeit compared to a play whose topic they could 

not understand. The stage metaphor thus reflects that the 

stated intentions of the East to stay independent, again, were 

not taken seriously. 

The stage metaphor was developed wiht references to 

Metternich, the Austrian Chancellor who was quoted as having 

said that "politics is like a theater piece; it is either 

completed by the actors or by the audience who storm the 

stage" (Die zeit 15 Dec. 1989: 1). Die zeit continued to use 

the play metaphor as a rhetorical device to illustrate that 

the East German play was 'a farce. 

however, used the metaphors 

The East German newspaper, 

for other reasons. It 

incorporated the play metaphor as a means of releasing anger 

and frustration. Complaints came as no surprise as Neues 

Deutschland criticized inaction on west Germany's part, 

identifying that the "audience wants to see action, otherwise 

it will kick the actors off stage" (NO 15 Dec. 1989: 1). The 

metaphor attacked Helmut Kohl's promising ten point plan which 

was not implemented as promised. Another type of 
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confrontation came into play when the newspapers presented the 

findings about the East German state security apparatus. 

After the election day in March, the STASI was forced to 

reveal its past. The atrocious actions that had been 

performed to keep the state in 'order' began to be scrutinized 

and served as the beginning of an ongoing debate over how to 

treat those who were invol ved. The west German press 

disclosed more facts about the clandestine actions of the 

government. Mass graves and other relics of Stalinist 

dictatorship were discovered in East Germany (6 April 1990, 

Die zeit: 1). Former West German terrorists who had been 

hiding in the East were also discovered. 

While Die zeit disclosed some hidden East German history, 

the East German Neues Deutschland returned the incriminations 

with a series of counter-attacks complaining about the present 

(rather than the past) social misery that West Germans had 

forced upon the German DemocraOtic Republic. In other words, 

Neues Deutschland dealt with the discovered past by trying to 

change the topic. It blamed Helmut Kohl for betraying the 

state of the German Democratic Republic. The paper rejected 

any characterization of the Chancellor as the one bringing 

salvation. For example, in the reader column Standpunkt 

(viewpoint), a reader compared Helmut Kohl to a player who 

acted as the "great Zampano" and questioned whether East 

Germans really needed a magician with a wand to make "all 
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[their] problems and worries" disappear (NO 21 Dec. 1989:1). 

Rather than a promoter of unification, he was represented as 

the one who lured a people into misery. The newspaper 

attributed Chancellor Kohl's great success with East German 

voters to their naivete and childish needs: "[t]he uncle with 

the bacon will always be more welcomed than the aunt who plays 

piano" (NO 20 April, 1990). 

The West German newspaper disclosed facts about East 

Germany's treacherous past while the East German newspaper 

kept silent on the topic. As we will see in chapter four, the 

past played a major role in the public debate over 

unification; some may assert that how the past is treated 

played (and still plays) the leading role in the ongoing drama 

of unification. On April 13, 1990, for instance, Die zeit 

showed concern that conflicting interpretations of Germany's 

history would make it impossible to build a common future. 

Die zeit used the metaphor of a "cursed" legacy to dramatize 

East German conception of history: 

East Germany cannot be made into a real state 

anymore. The pressures --economical, political, 

moral-- press too gravely. The Federal Republic 

which got over its past will also have to come into 

this legacy. And here an old curse is operating. 

The burdens of the division as well as those of the 

unification are a portion of an inheritance from a 
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bad, common past. 

(Die zeit 13 April 1990: 1) 

Because West and East German newspapers could not agree on 

their history, they acted like spectators at a play arguing 

over what had happened, unable even to consider what the drama 

represented. While West German newspapers spoke of a shared 

past, Neues Deutschland could not consider the topic and 

focused on the political and social misery ,at hand. According 

to Die Zeit, East Germany's history had made it a country of 

many debts. Helmut Schmidt asked very early in the German 

debate: "Who shall pay the bill for the unification" (Die Zeit 

23 Nov.: 1)? Hans Modrow compared the state to an investment 

agency and warned that it would have to declare bankruptcy at 

the end of 1990; its funds were depleted, with debts that had 

accumulated under the Honecker-regime they were as high as $ 

20.6 billion (Die zeit 16 Feb. 1990: 1). The metaphors of 

confrontation contained attacks and counter-attacks which 

basically reflected the public fear of having to act. Hence 

it is not surprising that Neues Deutschland asked if East 

Germany would face Western social problems such as drugs. 

Through the stage metaphor the reader had been made a 

part of an audience who could either applaud, maintain 

silence, or complain while watching the political scene. So 

far, the audience was not granted much participation. 

However, before the March election in East Germany, Neues 
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speak to those 

It repeatedly 

invited readers to submit questions that were of political 

interest, thus allowing readers to release emotional tension 

by speaking out about social, economic or political concerns 

they did not understand. Through Neues Deutschland, 

politicians made themselves available to the public, inviting 

people to call and speak directly their representatives. The 

intended purpose of the metaphors was to maintain the readers' 

idefntification with their political representative. 

By dramatizing changing political relations, both 

newspapers produced an awareness about changing situations and 

political options. Die Zeit did not posit a role for the 

public at this point, presenting the East German endeavor to 

uphold the system as a farce or bad comedy. Similarlym the 

East German newspaper created a play that stages public 

discontent and dissatidfaction and sought to remedy it by 

enabling the audience to speak to those on the stage. Public 

dissatisfaction was represented in both newspapers through a 

rhetoric of displaced aggression and conflict. In the context 

of social liberation, metaphors of drama and farce did not 

enable the public become involved, but they did dramatize the 

crisis situation in ways that called for a resolution of the 

rising action. To raise audience pariticipation, the 

newspapers had to posit a climax that the action was moving 
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toward, a dramatization of the situation, of the inevitably 

invited increased criticism of the players' actions. 

3. Katharsis as Space for Reaction 

Aristotle referred to katharsis as an act of "purging and 

cleansing of a reader's emotions by means of emotional 

agitations." Aristotle's as well as our modern understanding 

demands that we treat katharsis from an ethical as well as a 

psychological angle. When we talk about releasing emotions we 

refer to a rhetoric of release and aggression. This section 

discusses the initial steps towards a genuine public dialogue 

between East and West. Both newspapers invi ted people to 

"clean up, clear off, and rearrange"l when, for example, Egon 

Krenz proclaimed new ideological pathways for the Germanies 

(Die zeit 27 Oct. 1989: 1). This series of metaphors 

reflected repulsion with the old system, calling for definite 

changes in the debate of'unification. 

Toward the end of 1989 when the election preparations 

were in full swing, Die zeit rendered a devastating picture of 

the abuse of democratization. It cast Germany in the role of 

an hermit crab which "leaves the shell since it has become too 

tight; highly vulnerable, it looks for a new shell" (Die zeit 

29 Dec. 1989: 1). Neues Deutschland rebelled against the 

lAufraumen, Abraumen, Umraumen 
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West's constant attempts to play the part of big brother or 

condescending p~rent. East Germany represen~ed its situation 

as calling for efforts to liberate itself from past mistakes 

and maintain independence from Western domination. This 

desired change from incarceration to independence is best 

illustrated in the December 17/18, 1989 edition of Neues 

Deutschland where we could read "And thus, now we must live 

without a corset and find our way around on our own. 

Difficult! We must dare to take ourselves by the hand" (NO 

Dec. 17/18, 1989: 1). The East German citizens must 

"determine on their own what they want" according to a slogan 

at the special party conference (NO 22 Jan. 1990: 2). These 

metaphors of release from internal oppression reflected East 

German party's attempts to direct public opinion. While 

recognizing the rising opposition to traditional political 

restrictions, the party sought to maintain the party's 

identification as the voice of the people and resist the 

West's efforts to change the scene. As events built to 

climaz, both newspapers used metaphors of purifications for 

renewal, but East and West Germna media presented conflicting 

images of the dramas at hand. 

Katharsis metaphors not only dramatized the purging of 

old powers, but they also attempted to distance the other from 

playing a part in the drama. In the December 15 edition Die 

zeit evaluated East Germany's action: "Not only did the SED 
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decapitate itself, the people of East Germany now also 

decapitated its government" (Die Zeit, 15 Dec. 1989: 5). This 

scenario of course, left East Germany a headless sta~e ready 

to be assimilated into the West. The metaphor of intoxication 

was also used to suggest that peole were unable to decide 

their own fate. For example, after weeks of turbulent 

emotions "years of bitter sobering up; what is the future 

supposed to be like for people" (Die Zeit 1 Dec. 1989: 1)? 

As the public became more actively involved, other 

metaphors were used to express fears about people's ability to 

act wisely. One such review is expressed in the March 16, 

'1990 edition of Die Zeit where Helmut Schmidt warned "Let's 

not spoil the opportunity: on the way to unification we have 

already crushed a lot of porcelain" (Die zeit 16 March, 1990: 

1). A week later we heard that "the success of unification 

depends foremost on the Federal Republic fulfilling its claim 

to be an open society, also and especially towards the German 

Democratic Republic" (ND 23 March 1990: 1). This metaphor of 

an "open society" contradicts the failure of the West German 

media to reflect on what changes might be needed in West 

Grmany itself to facilitate unification. So far, the West 

German newspaper prescribed ways in which East Germany was 

supposed to absorb and strengthen its economy through reforms, 

but neither East or West had actually involved the public in 

the process of in open fashion. 
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So far, metaphors dramatized feelings of awarness and 

aggression. with the political reality of unification at 

stake, how did the newspapers get people involved in mediating 

discontents about the past and creating a hope for the future 

of unification? In order to trace the newspapers' 

conftributions to the empowerment of public debate and action, 

we must examine how identification functioned in the 

construction of metaphors. 

4. construction o~ an Independence 

The newspapers incorporated metaphors of 

reconstruction, refurbishing, and renovation, to refer to 

poli tical developments. In the East, newspapers either 

bemoaned the collapsing state of the government or tried to 

resurrect what remained of the party apparatus. However, in 

the construction phase of the rhetorical process of 

empowerment, East and West newspapers did promote audience 

participation that began to effect social emancipation. 

The process of identification during this particular 

phase occurred through action metaphors. At this level of 

discourse, the newspapers invited the public to shape the 

future by getting involved, but Neues Deutschland 

identification with the party and Die zeit assumption that the 

west had little to change in itslef both limited the 

newspapers' efforts to empower the public as a force for 
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change. Headlines of the Neues Deutschland of January 27/28 

1990 reads "No capitulation - radical renovation" (ND 27/28 

Jan. 1990: 1). And in the February 5, 1990 issue of Neues 

Deutschland the final steps for replacing one party term with 

another was completed 

The 'SED' is gone - the PDS is a new party. 

The radical break with the spirit, the structures 

and methods of the old bureaucratic state party and 

the fact that we are in the process of refurbishing 

our history and that we are finding ourselves in a 

far-reaching innovation process, justify these 

demands for the party base. (Neues Deutschland 5 

Feb. 5 1990: 1) 

While this attempt to redefine the party failed, the 

metaphorical project of creating a new system from the old 

helped to get the people involved in creating change. The 

notion of "refurbishing our history" is interesting here since 

it assumes tha historical assumptions simply need to be 

refinished rather than rebuilt. However, Die zeit called for 

more fundamental change and ridiculed attempts to refurbish 

the party's image by observing that "the less probable the 

reforms the louder the cry of reunification" (Die zeit 15 

Dec., 1989: 1). 

While Neues Deutschland continually emphasized the need 

for East Germany to retain its political independence from 
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attempted to get readers 

Readers were invited to 

contribute to reforms in order to reach a "purified state." 

East and West newspapers stressed actions and procedures that 

confirmed the will of a public Self. The act of cleaning up 

became a metaphor which equated the election as an act of 

"self-cleaning [in preparation of] an act of self-finding" 

(Die zeit 12 Jan. 1990: 1)" 

As Neues Deutschland began to mobilize rhetorical forces 

from within, Die zeit also came to focus on itself and even 

began to criticize its own state, identifying that "also, here 

not everything that shines, is gold. We too, need reforms, 

which were pushed aside too quickly when the communist regime 

collapsed" (Die zeit 23 Mar. 1990: 1). While the East German 

paper defined its public as separate from the West and the 

West German newspaper assumed that its public would expand to 

include the East, both repeatedly emphasized the importance of 

political action toward shared goals, in this way helping to 

create a oublic politics that was more "self-assured" (Die zeit 

5/6 May 1990: 1). Although the East German cries for self

affirmation became feverent even feverish only after the 

election, Die zeit already projected the need for the people's 

independence in November 1989. 

Building and construction metaphors were widely used 

after the East German election. A voice in Die Zeit stated 
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"The East German citizens have really not voted for their own 

government, but rather for a trustee, who is supposed to 

liquidate the maraud enterprise 'DDR.' Joining article 23 of 

the Basic Law is then considered a smart move" (Die Zeit, 30 

Mar. 1990: 1). The newspapers reprinted proclamations and 

plans by prominent political figureheads who had a vision of 

renewing political space. Even as late as April 27, 1990 

edition Die zeit compared unification to the beginning of a 

long building process. It expressed the goal of the 

unification through the metaphor describing that "the shell of 

the house is up, now the extension is needed" (Die zeit 27 

April 1990: 1). In order to continue building we need 

"reliable skilled work, everything but submission, clearance 

sale, integration, everything but that." Metaphors upon 

metaphors compiled to help construct unification. Whereas Die 

Zeit depicted East Germany as the country that would need help 

from the West, after the official unification date on Ocotber 

3, 1990 the construction metaphor assumed other meanings than 

before. After the unification date Richard von Weizsacker 

deferred independence to the East when he claimed that the 

union could be a construction that "can only slowly build 

itself" (Die Zeit 5 Oct. 1990: 1). What von Weizsacker 

basically proposed here is the self-sufficient character that 

could develop as East Germany gains political independence. 

As the construction of a new stae became an accepted 
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image for the developing political situation, East Germany 

leaders increasingly feared losing control over East German 

citizens. The East German Neues Deutschland used the image of 

a building to maintain an image of East Germany as a separate 

structure: "We do not want to become a poor people's home" (NO 

9 Apr. 1990: 1) On the next pages of the same edition the 

newspaper argued that East Germans must preserve their own 

home to insure "that old or new Nazis will not take up 

space ••• we ourselves have to work, otherwise we will lose 

East Germany" (NO 25 Apr. 1990: 1). Such images maintained 

the policy that the party needed to be renewed not rejected. 

Gysi continued calling for opposing the West when he declared 

"No capitulation radical renewal." Neues Deutschland 

attempted to maintain hope for renovation in its February 3/4 

edition, by citing East Germany's traditional ideological 

mentor: "[n]ew beginning in relations to the KpDSU when Gysi 

and Gorbachev met at the Kremlin" (NO 3/4 Feb. 1990: 1). 

While the construction of a new public identity was 

increasingly heralded by calls to the public to get involved, 

the East and West still could not agree on what terms the 

building would be founded. When Die zeit questioned whether 

unification would function as the foundation stone of the 

European house, the answer was all but constructive. It 

complained about the confused priorities: "when architects 

mistake the first floor for the foundation, then there will be 
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a catastrophe. What consequences will this confusion of 

priorities have? Nobody wanted it that way" (Die zeit 23 Feb. 

1990: 1). This construction metaphor implied that East Germans 

assumed that unification was supposed to introduce a second 

phase in executing a construction plan, rather than laying out 

the political groundwork for a common future. The newspapers 

could never agreeon a design that would provide plans for a 

first floor or a basement, not to mentio~ the missing roof 

over the house. 

In addition to images of house building, East and West 

GErman papers frequently used the metaphor of a marriage to 

represent the union of the two countries, but here too one can 

see the inability to construct a common future together, for 

East and West were commonly presented as unequal partners 

married almost against their will. Even after the marriage, 

East Germany often kept its maiden name, for the former German 

Democratic Republic became known as the former East German 

states, the ex-GDR, the 'new federal states,' 'Eastern 

Germany' or simply 'East Germany.' Yet, when ex-Germany was 

introduced as a new term to signify the former German 

Democratic Republic, confusion was added to the unification 

dilemma. How could there be an Ex, when for 40 years the 

partners had not been joined? 

The newspapers relied on metaphors of marriage and re

marriage to represent the complexities of unifying East and 
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west Germany. The lack of readiness for union was best 

illustrated by a sign carried in one of the street 

demonstrations. In the December 12, 1989 edition of Neues 

Deutschland we read: "First grow up, then marry: FRG-GDR" (ND 

12 Dec. 1989, 1). Many in East Germany felt that it was not 

ready. The metaphor of marriage is a key point for 

understanding empowerment as a rhetorical process. In an 

article entitled "Emergency Wedding" which appeared in the 

West German edition of Die Zeit on March 23, 1990, unification 

was represented as a forty-year marriage. The way in which 

Die zeit treated unification through this particular marriage 

metaphor is crucial for understanding how metaphor functions 

rhetorically as a means to empowerment. Since this metaphor 

encapsulates a rather rich rhetorical strategy, it will be 

quoted in its entirety. It should be kept in mind that the 

article occurred after the East Germans voted in favor of 

German unification on March 18, 1990. 

The German West, the German East [i]t is a 

peculiar crooked couple that is about to be 

engaged. Soon there will be a lot of crashing 

furniture, and we, the Kohl Germans, will say, like 

Brecht's groom "And to top it all off, it was not 

cheap!" 

And still the child out of this liaison (we name 

it' Germany' although there are nicer names for 
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it) do~s not have to become a double-headed 

monster. Perhaps despite all of that, it will 

turn out to be a beautiful, a smart, a good 

child. (Die Zeit, 23 Mar., 1990: 63) 

This metaphor encapsulates what we identified through the 

metaphoric use of confrontation, catharsis, and construction. 

The confrontation occurred as the two countries became 

"engaged" in discussing a union, and the inequality of the 

partners was reflected in how they responded to the proposal. 

Secondly, the catharsis element is dramatized in the 

"crashing" of conflicting metaphors that represented different 

histories and conflicting views of the future. In this case, 

the catharsis element not only refers to the clearing 

processes but also foreshadows fears of the deformed child 

that might result fotm the marriage of unequal partners. The 

final process of empowerment that leads to construction is 

paralleled by the image of concei ving a child who will 

transcend the unhappy union. 

This passage dramatized how Germans confronted shared 

issues and constructed a shared identity in an ongoing 

rhettorical process. It exemplified the difficulty of 

developing a unified public consciousness. Basically, the 

marriage metaphor did not imply a long and shared life but 

rather it promised a future progeny that might transcend the 

unhappy union. connoted a doomed and unhealthy unpromising 
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connection. 

synthesis versus system: Rightness, system/Lifeworld and 
Dramaturgical Action 

Chapter two exemplified how the newspapers constructed a 

one to one relationship between a term and its significance, 

assimilating the definiens to the definiedum. These dynamics 

resulted from what the terms historically stood for and how 

the newspapers intended for them to be understood. Definition 

closed the options for emancipation as the newspapers 

prescribed how concepts needed to be understood. The 

newspapers used metaphors to play the rhetorical role that 

stimulated communicative action for the debate over German 

identity. Applying Habermas's description, we were able to 

treat newspapers as systems that "enable people to overcome 

crises, which occur when members of a society experience 

structural alterations as critical for continued existence and 

feel their social identity is being threatened" (Habermas, 

Legitimation crisis 3). 

Through metaphors, the newspapers abandoned the 

established identities and began a debate over German 

unification. The metaphoric processes constituted a dialogue 

not only between reader and text but also introduced an 

exchange between the two newspapers. This exchange did not 

occur as an open dialogue, but as an offer of openness to 
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reveal negative developments that had developed over the years 

in both countries. For the first time the newspapers brought 

people's needs and feelings to the rhetoricai fore. Instead 

of criticisms, Die Zeit and Neues Deutschland began to reflect 

on the shortcomings of the systems they represent. 

The newspapers began to identify their readers as 

participants by deploying metaphors that dramatized the need 

for active involvement in the union. First, Die zeit and 

Neues Deutschland exacerbated the concern for unification as 

a solution by using metaphors that invited awareness by 

staging conflicts and confrontations. Then they characterized 

the aggression of an imposed external will through metaphors 

of catharsis. Finally, the newspapers suggested an active 

participation by using metaphors inviting readers to construct 

a shared indentity. In sum, we can claim that the use of 

metaphoric language facilitated empowerment towards 

emancipation. The common goal was identified as the 

cooperation of "a community of responsibility of both 

countries" (Die zeit, 13 Oct. 1989: 1). 

Kenneth Burke's concept of identification 

(consubstantiality) and Habermas's communicative theory 

provide the underlying assumptions for this interpretation of 

metaphor as a rhetorical strategy. Consubstantiality, which is 

the "identification of interests [that] develop[s] rapport 

between the speaker and his audience" and communicative action 
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are complementary functions because they demonstrate the basic 

dichotomy that exists in the agent as one who, on one side 

wants to affirm her or his independent self, while on the 

other contributing to a shared consensus. 

The metaphor promoted emancipation by establishing the 

following rhetorical connections that were the true motivators 

of empowerment. It fulfilled the role Habermas identifies as 

the validity claim to rightness; secondly we can interpret 

metaphor as an extended site that allows us to distinguish 

between system and lifeworld, and metaphor can also be 

identified as an agent that promoted dramaturgical action. 

Rather than addressing an individual actor, dramaturgical 

action refers to "participants in interaction constituting a 

public for one another, before whom they present themselves" 

(Habermas TCA I 86). Through metaphors the newspapers built 

an implicit dialogue into the dramaturgical model as they 

introduced a "presentation of self" (TCA I, 86). The 

dramaturgical action model focuses on the social aspect of 

action by seeing participants in interaction with each other 

"constituting a public for one another, before whom they 

present themselves" (TCA I 86). The individual reacts 

"toward his own subjective world (TCA I 91). Yet not only is 

the agent aware of his feelings, but he can "express these 

experiences before a public, and indeed in such a way that 

this public, if it trusts the actor's expressive utterances, 



124 

attributes to him, as something subjective, the desires and 

feelings expressed TeA I 91)." The newspapers used metaphors 

of aggression/catharsis to illustrate such reactions. 

To become an actor, according to Habermas, one must 

confront "[t]he social world (as the totality of all 

legitimately regulated interpersonal relations)" (Habermas TeA 

I 100). This process was first dramatized in images of 

conversation was first anticipated through the stage and 

drama. In this first phase, people were confronted with their 

own situation, anf they became aware of the spectacle of 

political crisis. The newspapers appealed to pathos, as they 

began to explore the emotional ramifications of the 

unification debate. They referred to concrete human 

experiences, referring to "something subjective" that 

expressed "desires and feelings" (TeA I, 91). After 

confronting the political dilemma, the newspapers suggested 

actions that could make unification possible. All three 

metaphor-motivated aspects confirmed that a relationship 

between the individual and the social realm was possible; this 

link also strengthens the existence of a "consensual relation 

between players and their publics" (TeA I, 101). 

Before the last phase of empowerment could take place, 

the agent needed to experience self-awareness. Die zeit more 

than Neues Deutschland emphasized this crucial experience of 

the self in their texts about unification. An example 
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Die zeit 

criticized the fast move towards unification, deploring that 

East Germany just could not keep up. In an effort to avoid 

the worst, the newspaper printed a comment on March 23, 1990: 

"Who intended to push the German Democratic Republic of 

Germany from unconsciousness into an immediate task of 

independence would not only cause a practical but also a 

psychological chaos which we would have to experience for a 

long time" (Die zeit 23 Mar. 1990: 1) • This psychological 

metaphor stresses that East Germany must reach consciousness 

in order to overcome its own crisis situation. 

Habermas identifies the solution to the crisis of modern 

capitalist societies to be "relative to the present stage in 

the uncoupling of the system and lifeworld from each other" 

(TeA I, 88-9). The dichotomies that we have set up to decribe 

empowerment through the dynamic pairs of awareness

confrontation, aggression-catharsis, and action

reconstruction, identify the stages that describe processes of 

the uncoupling of the lifeworld from the system. The 

opposition between the hierarchical and organized system 

"The assimilation of lifeworld tasks by systems results in 

systematic distortions of communication, as the fluid process 

of cultural values formation are replaced by fixed, 

noncommunicative bureaucratic procedures"(88-89). 

Metaphors as political tropes became part of the 
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The protests and 

demonstrations were actions that could only occur as the 

actors "learned to distinguish between ideal and social 

realities" (Banks 198). And since the peaceful revolution was 

a creation of the public sphere outside the authority of the 

state, we can interpret it as one of the first attempts of 

decolonizing the lifeworld from the system. Also, the fact 

that both newspapers engaged in dialogue reflects a courage to 

keep the communicative roles of the lifeworld separate from 

those attributed to the system. Die Zeit and Neues 

Deutschland made identification possible only because they 

showed how system and lifeworld overlapped and tried to 

compromise their expectations. 

Through the uses of metaphor the newspapers outlined a 

more precise direction of what national identity should 

eventually mean for both Germanies. It became a rhetoric of 

empowerment, the joining point where a reading of the past 

challenged the present, and finally invited the possibility of 

communicative action through consensus formation. 

The newspapers addressed the individual as the one to 

assume responsibility for unification through action. Both 

newspapers stopped setting limits through definitions and 

began to open a true situatonal dialogue between East and west 

Germany. Catharsis and construction metaphors appropriated 

that realm that emerges when lifeworld and system interfere 
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with each other. This dialogue could only be made possible 

because the newspapers led the readers through phases of 

identification through the necessary transitions from 

political indifference to personal involvement. 

Habermas's principle of "communicative ethics" 

complements the explanation of how metaphor was instrumental 

in the societal transformation from empowerment to 

emancipation. 

Only communicative ethics is universal (and not, as 

is formalistic ethics, restricted to a domain of 

private morality separate from legal norms); only 

communicative ethics guarantees autonomy (in that 

it carries on the process of the insertion of drive 

potentials into communicative structure of action 

--that is, the socialization process--'with will 

and consciousness.') 

(Habermas Legimitation crisis 89) 

The newspapers succeeded in developing an abstract description 

of the practice of empowerment. They described the phenomena 

but they have not yet specifically addressed concrete 

measures. These concrete actions were embodied in the values 

as social symbols in the next chapter. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE NEED FOR VALUES THROUGH SYMBOLS 

Texts are the human way to reduce the world to a 
manageable format, open to an intersubjective 
interpretive discourse. Which means that, when 
symbols are inserted into a text, there is, 
perhaps, no way to decide which interpretation is 
the 'good' one, but it is still possible to decide, 
on the basis of the context, which one is due, not 
to an effort of understanding 'that' text, but 
rather to a hallucinatory response on the part of 
the addressee. 

--Eco, Limits of Interpretation 

"When I use a word," Humpty Dumpty said, in rather 
a scornful tone, "it means just what I choose it 
to mean - neither more or less." 
"The question is," said Alice, "whether you can 
make words mean so many different things." 
"The question is," said Humpty Dumpty," which is to 
be master - that's all." 

--Carroll, Through the Looking Glass 

1. The Significance of the Symbol 

When we interpreted the roles of def ini tion and metaphor, 

we used the immediate textual environment to analyze how these 

rhetorical figures helped shape unification. Although at 

times we referred to background conditions to clarify the 

implications of definitions and metaphors, we mainly stayed 

within the actual text to interpret the roles of the specific 

rhetorical figures. Symbols and their meanings may prove more 

difficult for interpretation since they not only depend on the 

cultural context that shape them, but often they are arbitrary 
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and can stand for their opposites as well. 

Whereas a definition in the unification debate described 

a rule for words to be relatively reliable for a long time, a 

metaphor proved to be a short-lived rhetorical figure. Both, 

the symbol and the defintion share an inherent meaning that is 

understood. In addition to the definition, a clear symbol 

carries a representation that is generally accepted and 

understood. Some symbols have survived throughout history, 

while their meanings have not changed. Others existed only 

for a short period of time and were forgotten soon afterwards. 

The newspapers had to use clear symbols to create a shared 

public identity to avoid interpretive ambiguities. 

Acknowledging Eco's introductory reminder, we must remember 

that the meaning of the symbol is created by the reader as 

well as the textual context. Since context, in turn, is 

shaped by historical circumstance and consciousness, we can 

conf irm the contextual placement by using Kant's understanding 

in that we interpret the symbol not as a logical but rather as 

an intuitive sign. In the course of this particular 

identification process "symbols concentrate upon one 

particular integrated structure of motives" (Burke, Rhetoric 

of Motives 27-8). How such social symbols create links 

between public experiences and images of unification will be 

focused on in this chapter. social changes often entail 

transformations of shared values, and public media often 
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document both. In -line with previous analyses, values should, 

as Barbara Herrnstein smith reminds, not be treated as static 

or as "radically contingent," but rather as "an effect of 

multiple, continuously changing and continuously interacting 

variables .•. the product of the dynamics of a system, 

specifically an economic system" (Herrnstein smith 30). 

Public identity became more and more a symbolic issue as 

the political culture changed in Germany. The newspapers 

participated in the unification debate more and more by 

representing values that were important for the people in both 

Germanies. Rather than examining the historical forces that 

contributed to the symbolic transformations, we must identify 

the processes inherent in the signs themselves. To determine 

what a symbol signifies, we examined the ana logic associations 

that conditioned the symbols used to represent social change. 

Since the symbol operates on a rather abstract level, the 

newspapers used signs that could easily be interpreted. 

In order to interpret symbols, we can draw on R.M. 

Browne's classification of symbols, and identify whether the 

symbols are motivated by metonymy or synecdoche. These two 

motivational factors create discursive patterns which, 

according to Hayden Whi te, are called the languages of 

extrinsicality (Metonymy) and intrinsicality (Synecdoche) 

(White 36). 
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2. Metonymy and Affirmations of Freedom 

The section "Metonymy and AffirmatioI)s of Freedom," 

demonstrates how metonymical symbols represent acts of 

liberation and self-determination. Yet more important than 

the discussions of such acts of freedom is the explanation of 

how such a symbolization in the public sphere could construct 

one nation in the future. People influenced the debate over 

German unification and identity as a result of their 

invol vements wi th the public spheres. They destroyed or 

modified historical sites as confirmations of a rejected past, 

and formulated rules that influenced the course of German 

unification dramatically. 

Freedom was used as a symbol in the public unification 

debate because it fulfilled three characteristics of a 

metonymical symbol. First, it demonstrated how people shaped 

their environments which constitutes "The Public Sphere." 

Secondly, the metonymy shows how people replaced an attitude 

for what a this stood for, covered in "OM and Related 

Figures." The third part "Whose is Whose" examines the public 

fights over East Geman land which illustrates the cause-effect 

relationship which is embedded in the symbol as metonymy. 

2.1 The Public sphere 

This part of the chapter focuses on those public 

monuments that provided loci for public debate by serving as 
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sites for the expression of broader ambitions and anxieties 

involved in the symbolic unification of the people. "Up to 30 

thousand and more each day" passed through the former deadly 

border claims Die zeit soon after the collapse (Die Zeit 

Dec. 1989: 1). What types of transitions and transformations 

would occur? Would the East-West connection become closer 

once East Germany accepted Article 23 of the German Basic Law? 

The newspapers drew especially close attention to those signs 

of the public sphere that carried major historical 

significance. Hence it does not surprise to discover that 

changes in the public sphere were marked by metonymical 

changes in such symbols as the wall, the Brandenburg Gate, and 

Berlin. These symbols were transformed from preserving 

history (almost like museum pieces) into sites of controversy 

and public debate. The newspapers raised political 

consciousness as the reader identified with those who occupied 

the sites to express the public will to unite. Everybody had 

something to say when tradi tional symbols of the German 

nations reassumed historical significance. Regardless of 

whether they promoted or rejected the new sense of community, 

both newspapers had to represent the mass involvements of the 

people in one way or another. The Wall, a mural that had 

symbolized discontent, initiated the public debate over 

unification once it had been removed. The artificial context 

under which the Wall was constructed, the open and closed 
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state of the Brandenburg Gate, and the controversial monopoly 

of Berlin as a divided power site exacerbated the German 

debate over unification. The people in East and West occupied 

these public signs to reinterpret history for their future. 

The relationship between people and their pasts, which is 

expressed by what the public sites came to stand for, 

demonstrates how symbols came to function as metonymies. The 

media used these signs in their messages, and showed how they 

enforced social emancipation for some limited time along 

German unification. 

We still remember the images of euphoria from November or 

December of 1989: Masses of people were storming the Wall, 

destroying it with axes, and floods of people crossing what 

was formerly a deadly zone. For 28 years the Wall symbolized 

the oppressive boundaries imposed on a people and served as a 

political statement of the limits of their state. Once 

destroyed, the Wall testified to how quickly a rigid boundary 

could be swept away. Other relics still remind us of the time 

when a whole people were locked inside their country. While 

the denial of these symbols created enthusiasm in some, others 

reacted with anger and disappointments. The invasion by the 

West Germans created a host of complaints in Neues 

Deutschland. In contrast to a photograph of enthusiastic 

faces, the author of the standpunkt commentary drew a rather 

fatalistic image of the implications when he expressed his 
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fear of "those who corne" (ND, 22/23 Dec. 1989: 1). He 

referred to the west German citizens who would corne to take 

over as East Germany was "sold out" to those with "full 

wallets." 

Such images were overshadowed in the public imagination 

by symbols of a happy people enjoying the national reunion. 

Phrases of liberation on the Wall in West Berlin were copied 

onto banners and were carried in public protests. For 

instance, Die zeit reprinted messages on the banners which 

demanded that East Germans act, inviting them to "[d]estroy 

what destroys you" (November 11, 24 Die Zeit). As East 

Germans burned hammer and sickle out of their national flags 

they strengthened their cry for Einigkei t und Recht und 

Freiheit (unity and justice and freedom). Characterisitc of 

this era were accounts of rallies and reports, designs for new 

directions in the structure of politics to uphold power and 

control. Signs were carried indicating that historical events 

were perverted and could not stand for what they used to for 

a past that had existed too long. 

One metonymical symbol of the East German media's attempt 

to maintain the bond among party members was the printing of 

invitations to political rallies reprinted in the Neues 

Deutschland. One such Protestkundgebung (protest declaration) 

should speak representatively for the others, illustrating the 

intention and audience of the appeals for support. The PDS 
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included this appeal in its June 2/3, 1990 edition of Neues 

Deutschland. The protest rally read as follows 

To all Members and Sympathizers of the PDS! 

To all Democrats in East and West! 

We appeal to the 

Protest Declaration 

on Sunday, June 2nd, at 10 o'clock 

In the Berlin Lustgarten 

Nobody may miss it! 

Against threatening Disposession. Liquidation and then the 

Prohibition of the PDS 

Today PDS - and tomorrow ••• 

Speakers: 

Christoph Dickemann, Gregor Gysi, Stephan Hermlin, Jiirgen 
Rennert, Birgit Schroder 
We appeal to the artists of East Germany, of West Germany and 
those in West Berlin to support the rally. 
So far the following have confirmed 
Reinhold Andert and Ekkehard Schall 

presidency of the Party Executive of the PDS 

Even as state socialism collapsed, the socialist party did not 

give up seeking support from the people. The East German 

media, on the other hand, created a public debate against 

unification. Not only did it document historical events, but 

it also promoted anti unification efforts by inviting readers 

to gather in public places. Such rally invitations, which 

ususally covered half a page, continued to symbolize idealist 
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socialism as it was found as late as October 1990. The public 

spheres in the East and the west had turned into spaces where 

people publicly confirmed their verbal powers and freedoms . 

. Other than the destruction of the Wall no symbol more 

clearly stood for unification than the opening of the 

Brandenburg Gate. Built in 1791, the closed gate had been a 

silent symbol of separation for 27 years. In December of 1989 

it became again a living national symbol as people in mass 

euphoria opened its transit paths (Hattenhauer 507.) The 

December 22/23, 1989 edition of 1989 Neues Deutschland reacted 

to the opening of the Brandenburg Gate with the headline "The 

Brandenburg Gate is open - symbol of deep change in the center 

of Europe" which placed the German Question in a European 

rather than a German context (ND 22/23 Dec. 1989: 1). 

Berlin, where "the division was most visible," had been 

the central location that "experienced all the changing 

processes of the German Question" (Matern 36). As the capital 

of the East and the former capital of west German politics, 

Berlin had played a rather exotic role in the history of 

German politics. Article 2 of the unification contract reads 

"The capital of Germany is Berlin." The importance with which 

the newspapers emphasized Berlin as a politically 

controversial topic reflected how the citizens of Germany 

tried to locate their identity after unification had occurred. 

The location of the parliament and government was to be 
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Yet the capital of 

the new country was not immediately decided, efforts were 

quickly made to eliminate all symbols of the former East 

German state. Between March and July of 1990, signs that 

marked the two former national boundaries, were removeds. 

Hammer and sickles were burnt out of the East German flag, 

thus signifying the symbolic removal of socialism. The 

letters D and R, one standing for 'Democratic,' the other for 

'Republic' were crossed out on bumper stickers that identify 

Europeans by their nationality. Party symbols were removed 

from the Central Committee Building. The debate over 

unificaton became more focused when people shared more and 

more of how they felt about unificaiton in public. The 

relationship with such public signals, however, only described 

the beginnings of the public debate over German unification. 

The DM (Deutschmark) became another metonymical symbol in the 

confrontation with the 'other.' East Germans attached 

different meanings to this sign, which partially demonstrated 

the loss of its symbolic power. Whereas at first the DM stood 

for materialistic wealth, it soon turned into a sign of lost 

social and moral values. 

2.2 DM and Related Figures 

As East Germans replaced their attitude for what the DM 

stood for, Neues Deutschland represented how the DM and 
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figures turned into metonymies for unification. with the 

economic currency and social union the political Deutschmark 

more than any other sign symbolized west Germany hegemony. 

The East German currency became obsolete on July 1st, 1990. 

Prior to that date people had already reserved cars on west 

German car lots. Photographs in Die zeit showed car lots 

nearby the border where East Germans would buy the cars they 

had reserved. People were anxious to buy cars because it had 

traditionally taken 17 years to get a new model of one of the 

two East German cars, a Trabant or a Wartburg, cars lacking in 

the style or power of a Mercedes or a BMW. Such cars had 

become the national symbols of freedom. Being privileged to 

choose from the wealth of Western car species and not having 

to drive one of so-called "car cans" was seen as one of the 

richest symbols that unification provided to East Germans. 

Along with the Deutschmark, a Mercedes or BMW was a metonymy 

for all that the West offered and could stand for. 

The exchange of East for West German marks represented 

the first tangible transformation of national identity, and it 

showed that the new nation could not create a new currency but 

simply adopt that of West Germany. In the edition of May 4, 

1990, Die zeit referred to the importance of the impending 

currency union as a fundamental document which will make 

history. The preamble notes that: "[t]his is the first legal 

step towards the German unification." Yet towards the end it 



139 

emphasized what had been long known: more than an act of 

political consensus must be effected when the newspaper 

identified that" [t]he German integrated whole is not far, yet 

there is no unity among the Germans" (Die Zeit 4 May 1990: 1). 

Neues Deutschland was reduced to powerless questions about 

West German policies. "The East Ger.man currency will become 

obsolete - how will the West exchange the people's money?" 

The official exchange rate between West and East German marks 

before July 1, 1990 was one to five. People were willing to 

exchange 12 East German marks for one West German mark in the 

times when the East was still closed off against the West. In 

the discussion of currency conversion, the East German 

government pushed for a one to one exchange, but was forced to 

conclude that "Beim Geld hart das MitgefUhl auf," ("Compassion 

ends with money") Die zeit was not at all content with how 

the course of East - West contact had been either (Die zeit 23 

Feb. 1990: 1). Neither were the union members who were 

protesting in the streets against the decision of the Federal 

Bank (Bundesbank) and the West German politicians. It was 

recommended that the exchange rate between East and West 

German money should be two for one. This was not only 

despised as "election betrayal but also seen" to play "with 

the expectations and fears of many people" (NO ) . 

The whole unification process came to concentrate on what 

Habermas called "DM - Nationalism," in praise of the almighty 
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western Deutschmark (Habermas, Die Nachholende Revolution, 

135). East Germans confirmed the general anticipation over 

the money replacement which Neues Deutschland confirmed: "For 

the sake of the D-mark - lines [of people] in front of banks 

and savings banks" (ND, 2 July, 1990: 1). 

At a personal level, during my stay in the summer of 1990 

I was amazed over the East German enthusiasm for the impending 

currency change. The people could not wait to have their old 

East German coins melted. Some of the families had designed 

Schrott (scrap) boxes and containers for the old and worthless 

monies. "We are glad to get rid of this junk" was a typical 

comment about the worthless coins. People were anticipating 

the currency change with great joy because finally they would 

be carrying real money that could buy things in theiur 

wallets. The Deutschmark as metonymical symbol, however, did 

not only introduce immediate materialist wealth, but also 

stood for moral and social dilemma in Eastern Germany. 

The PDS again tried to regain the party's authority to 

speak for the people by presenting images of a state in which 

"soon there may be one million pensioners who become social 

cases" (ND 5/6 May 1990: 1). The anxiety over the exchange 

rate increased discontent and fear: "Firms will have to 

declare bankruptcy, boycott, people will have to work for 

cheap money" expressed Neues Deutschland to conf irm 

disadvantages for an unfulfilling future. Neues Deutschland 
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had carried anti-west images for many years, and despite 

modifying its vocabulary, the paper continued. to rely on anti

west pictures to uphold the party's position of authority in 

a country that was disappearing from one day to the next. It 

incorporated statistics to document the decline of western 

values. So, for instance on Deq. 12, 1989 we could read in 

Neues Deutschland that the' West German drug use in 1989 

resulted in 975 casualties through overdose, and that hundred 

thousands of criminal acts occurred. Hard drug users are 

estimated to make up for 100,000. People who stayed in East 

Germany were warned that "about 100,000 transient settlers in 

the Federal Republic are unemployed and that the number 

increases rapidly" (Dec. 1, 1989). More statistics, 

reflecting a general social downward trend in the other 

Germany were produced. After the collapse of the Wall in 

November of 1989 the dilemma of housing shortage in west 

Germany became an instant focus of Die zeit. German 

politicians promised to provide housing as election pledges in 

the parliamentary elections in December. The housing shortage 

in the West became a national symbol of the problems posed by 

unification: "10 million people," so it was estimated "felt 

more or less concerned with the lack of housing, i.e. one 

fifth of the citizens, one quarter of the electorate (Die zeit 

10 Nov. 1989: 1). The anxieties over the insecure future for 

the East Germans became heightened when West Germans began to 
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claim land that had been supposedly theirs before East Germany 

was a state. "Whose is Whose" examines the public fights over 

East German land which illustrates the cause-effect 

relationship that is embedded in the metonymical symbol. 

2.3 Whose is whose? 

The housing shortage in the West was paralleled in the 

East by intensifying debates over who owned state property and 

whether confiscated private property would be returned. 

Al though Die zeit had treated the deepening concern for 

private property as rather unimportant in November 1989, the 

issues gained pressing importance as socialism gave way to a 

free market system. On page 3 of its November 23, 1989 

edition, Neues Deutschland expressed the fear of East Germany 

falling prey to the West German mark. It also emphasized that 

"national property should stay national property" (ND 23 Nov. 

1989: 1). The January 27/28 edition of Neues Deutschland 

posed a cynical political ultimatum, asking if "Unification or 

Vereinnahmung, " was at stakes for East Germany. Investors 

from the Federal Republic already expressed interest in 

development plan in East Germany. 

In the April 9 1990 Neues Deutschland edition the 

renter's law was named as one of the remaining values which 

"is an important part of our social network" (ND 9 Apr. 1990: 

1). Maintaining its democratic vista, or at least using it as 
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a guilt-fomula, we can read in Neues Deutschland that the 

"Land law is the acid test for the social content of a 

democracy. " It should "continue to keep the Schropfkopfe 

(literally leech head) away from our bodies" (NO 9 April 1990: 

1). Yet as can be expected, the question of who owns which 

land became very crucial to public debates; in the June 16/17, 

1990 edition of Neues Deutschland the issue became the burning 

question of "[s]hould East German citizens become 

dispossessed?" (NO 16/17 June 1990: 1). It let the readership 

know that Bonn was working out a second international treaty 

to settle the question of the legal ownership of land held by 

the state and those who had acquired confiscated properties. 

Die Zei t also questioned "To whom does the German 

Democratic Republic belong?" westerners assumed that collapse 

of the socialist political system meant that its property 

would be returned to previous owners. West German realtors 

and citizens who could claim property that had been 

"illegally" confiscated trusted that "the German Democratic 

Republic was theirs already" (Die zeit 23 March 1990: 17-22). 

Such statements fed East German anxieties. In both East and 

west the question of ownership symbolized broad and complex 

questions who would possess the new nation. Financial figures 

were a metonymy for public losses and gains. Figures were 

calculated to figure out how high the price for the German 

Democratic Republic should run. Die Zeit questioned the OM 
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figure value of East Germany and asked "How much does the 

German Democratic Republic cost?" (Die zeit 2 March 1990: 1) 

Estimates ran from 500 billion marks to one trillion. It did 

not really matter because everybody knew, but everyone agreed 

that the cost of a second German economic miracle would be 

high. The estimated expenses spent on the unification for 

west Germany were repeatedly refigured in the media. 

The cUlmination of the dispute over German unification 

and the renewal of of the German Question Question came to the 

fore with the publication of Christa Wolf's novel Was Bleibt 

(What Remains) and the reactions it fueled in both newspapers. 

The way in which the newspapers approached the discussion 

reflected their general assessments of how to present a 

controversial past in order to mediate current conflicts over 

German identity. 

3. Synecdoche and Responsibilities from the Past 

synecdoche is "understanding one thing through another," 

where part is substi tuted for the whole or a genus for 

species. It is the figure about which Burke said "the more I 

examine both the structure of poetry and the structure of 

human relations outside of poetry, the more I become convinced 

that this is the 'basic' figure of speech, and that it occurs 

in many modes besides that of the formal trope" (Burke, The 

Philosophy of Literary Form 26). The past is a synecdoche for 
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responsibility and. it describes the relationships that are 

"qualitative in nature and in which all of the parts 

participate" (White 36). This dynamic became particularly 

important when the newspapers opened the literary dispute over 

Christa Wolf's Was Bleibt (What Remains). The controversy had 

significant consequences not only for the debate over German 

unification, but it also demanded that the need to address the 

question of past guilt to continue the debate over German 

unification. Unless a clear notion of what the past had to 

stand for, Germans could not reach a national identity. The 

discussion of Verqanqenhei tsbew§l tiqunq (overcoming or working 

through the past) stands as a synecdochial symbol and 

emphasizes the Germans' need to confront their history 

directly before creating a new cultural unification. Only 

when both newspapers agreed that this stated the fundamental 

problem for unification, did a genuine dialogue ensue. The 

beginning of such a dialogue occurred in November of 1989 when 

for the majority of Germans the fall of the Wall, the cutting 

of barbed wire and the removal of insidious mine fields meant 

the beginning of a new historical era. Synecdoche's role as a 

promoter of identity through the public unification debate is 

threefold. First, the media's dialogue on a controversial 

book symbolized a need for discussion the German experiences 

with a past. Secondly, to work through with the past 

(Verqanqenheitsbew§ltigunq) was a synechdoche of confronting 
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and resolving past guilt. Thirdly and as a result of the need 

to debate the past(s), both newspapers identifies values in 

theoretically abstract terms and called for pragmatic 

reasoning through responsibilites. 

3.1 The Media and Christa Wolf's Was Bleibt 

The name Christa Wolf came to symbolize the ambiguities 

of a whole class of artists and intellectuals who lived in a 

repressive society. Die zeit published the article in its 

June 15, 1990 edition on page 13. Christa Wolf, East 

Germany's most popular writer and long time member of the SED 

was heavily attacked by the newspapers. She began writing her 

book in 1979 and finished it ten years later. Christa Wolf 

had been accused of lacking courage and was condemned for her 

latest move, which came too late. She was accused of being 

weak. Her autobiographical narrative covers how the STASI 

spied on her in the late 70s. Die Zeit, in the article "What 

remains. Does anything remain?" questioned the author's 

integrity as a representative writer in the con-side of the 

argument which was entitled "Lack of Sensitivity." The pro

side which analyzed the book on its narrative quality, carried 

the title "Artistic Prose." The arguments of Die zeit 

discussed possible roles of the author, how difficult it was 

to classify the novel as part of a literary genre, and how 

important the context was for the novel. How authentic a 
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voice was the writer? The newspaper proposed that her work be 

read in the context of the international literature of our 

century, quoting octavio Paz as he clarified the relationship 

between author and work: 

The writer does not speak from the national palace, 

from the people's court or from the offices of the 

Central Committee; he does not speak in the name of 

the nation, the working class or parties. He does 

not even speak in his own name: the first thing a 

truthful writer does, is to doubt his existence. 

Literature begins when someone asks themselves: Who 

speaks in me when I speak? 

This, so commented Die Zeit, is the question that holds 

Christa Wolf's work together. It may be noted that Goethe's 

Faust reflects on the most existential question of Faust when 

he asks "Was ist es was die Welt im Innersten zusammenhiH t" 

(what is it that keeps the world together, at its very core?). 

Thus Die zeit comments in a sarcastic manner on the question 

of all times, which illustrates that the political issue of 

the literary dilemma is not the work itself, but rather what 

it came to symbolize as a German rather than a literary 

matter. 

The discussions in both newspapers contained much more 

than taking issue with a controversial book that may have come 

too late. They embraced the problem of identity formation, 
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asking readers ultimately about their national identity and 

the responsibilities it entailed. The identity crisis was 

clearly connected to questions about who would author the past 

and even Foucault's question "What is an Author?" as an 

extended symbol of a political dilemma. 

Did Wolf write as a member who intended to publish the 

book one day, regardless of the political circumstance (which, 

of course, would have resulted in at least incarceration and 

dismissing her as writer)? Did she write the novel as just 

that? And most importantly, did she destroy her East German 

reputation as an accomplished writer by disclosing the 

oppressive state she was forced to experience for all the 

years? Who are we becoming when we admit that our beliefs may 

not be right any longer? Had the book been published before 

the 9th of November, it would have been praised for her 

personal courage and poli tical convictions. Today, the 

controversy has been exacerbated once more, for at the 

beginning of 1993 Christa Wolf was found to have collaborated 

with the STASI from 1959 to 1962. Since the book was 

published after the demise of state socialism, it was regarded 

simply "embarrassing" (Die Zeit 15 June 1990: 15). 

The East German newspaper Neues Deutschland responded to 

the attacks of the three West German newspapers Frankfurter 

Allgemeine zeitung, Die Welt, and Die zeit by ignoring the 

controversy over the relationship of the writer and her work. 
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The East German newspaper account "What Remains, Christa 

Wolf's latest narrative in the Aufbau Verlag. Many questions 

and no question marks" took offense with the quick reactions 

in the West German press. The article, which did not appear 

until July 7, 1990 (a few days after the economic, currency, 

and social union) in Neues Deutschland accused the West German 

newspapers of "morally discrediting" Christa Wolf. Neues 

Deutschland focused on the writer's purpose rather than the 

position of her writing self in connection with her work, 

stating that "she wrote against worry. with the fear of 

despair. with the courage of hope. Too late? Too soon?" ND 

7 July 1990: ). The article then concluded with a slightly 

cynical remark answering the implied What (or who) remains? by 

quoting from the work itself, "that there is no fate except 

for the one not to live. And at the end no despair except for 

the one not to have lived." As the book had become subject to 

various interpretations it came to represent a national symbol 

of public dispute. 

In Vergangenheit als Zukunft, Habermas rejects the notion 

that the dispute over Christa Wolf's Was Bleibt could be 

labeled as a generational conflict. Moreover he criticized it 

as a possibility for the newspapers attacking socialism, a 

missed attack that the Nazis never had been exposed to. He 

takes issue with the practice of scapegoatism that constitutes 

the "subtext of the whole debate" which is historical 
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culminating in the fact that East and west German 

intellectuals can be "convicted of utopism constituting a 

public danger and one can unmask them as the true enemies of 

the people" (Habermas, Vergangenheit 87). 

The controversy did not conclude with the appearance of 

the East German article but rather it symbolized another phase 

of the public debate over identity. The Die zeit edition of 

August 3, 1990 finally summarized the major argument over the 

controversy. The dispute was not over the writer and the work 

but rather over public responsibility for the past. The 

historians' debate that came up in the mid eighties became 

drawn out. The question of guilt in Germany that triggered 

Wolf's novel, was the real issue at stake. The article 

entitled "Nobody is free from guilt. German intellectual 

dispute: The case of Christa Wolf and the intellectuals" 

summarized the main claim of the slim 76 page book. Die zeit 

appealed to what has been termed Mitschuld (shared guilt), 

explaining the role it ought to play among intellectuals: 

It is a matter of shared guilt of the East German 

intellectuals, a matter of shared responsibility 

for the second German catastrophe; after the 

national socialist the Stalinist one. For the 

second time this century the overcoming of the past 

is at stake in Germany. 

(Die zeit 7 July 1990: 1) 
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The intellectuals were named as prosecutors and defendants of 

the trial over the responsibility for Germany's past. As 

identified by Neues Deutschland, the case concerned the 

broader issue of public morality. In a later refutation of 

the case against intellectuals, Die zeit cited GUnther Kunert, 

who had left the East many years ago and stated the following 

about the authors who chose to stay in the East: "They were as 

much a victim as they were criminals. They were victims of • 
the system which they often tried to escape from in Sveijkian 

manner" (Die zeit; 28 Aug. 1990: 1). 

The implied but never directly stated question through 

Wolf's title effected one of the strongest involvements from 

both newspapers. A literary event had become highly political 

and fulfilled the call for participation. The newspaper 

accounts about Was Bleibt exacerbated those issues of public 

identity the dissertation has discussed so far. The 

newspapers involved themselves in a dialogue about the German 

Question and its still unresolved ramifications of the 

Vergangenheitsbewaltigung (dealing with the past; overcoming 

the past). These articles represented strong acts of 

emancipation, and shaped the tale of German identity. 

The need to confront the past demonstrated how both newspapers 

established the connection between a book and the history of 

two nations and vice-versa. Synecdoche represented the 

relationship between the part to the whole as the symbol that 
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was represented by the past needed to be dealt wi th to 

continue shaping the public identity. 

Christa Wolf's book served as an excellent synechdochial 

symbol of the broader question of past responsibility when the 

public debates over it identified the problems with the German 

pastes) as taks that needed resolving. Generally speaking, 

this historical term is one that refers to past historical 

actions trying to cope with the complex questions of guilt for 

which the Third Reich had become responsible. The term is 

rather vague and begs new questions since it embraces two 

Germanies now. Which past does the term refer to? Whose past 

is referred to? How can the past be overcome when it is not 

addressed or when it is silenced? The difficulty of 

translating the term --which is always an act of 

interpretation itself-- already reflects the different 

interpretations that exist in the German term. A common 

synonym describing the action implied in the term is the 

German aufarbeiten which describes that a problem needs to be 

thoroughly worked out and through. History and the guilt had 

become synecdoches for the debate on German identity. 

Which past has to be worked out? The responsibility of 

the people working for unification had shifted. Values that 

had been stressed earlier on became new worries as people 

feared losing them. The question of German guilt and the 

related responsibilites to overcome the past (s) posed new 
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challenges for the debate over German unification. Also, the 

date of the official unification came closer. Integrated in 

the discussion of the past and guilt are the ways in which the 

newspapers discussed 

synecdochial symbols. 

humanitarian responsibilites as 

Vergangenheitsbewaltigung began to 

describe a transformation of values in public discourse. 

symbolism transcended the identification of dilemmas. The 

results of such discoveries on the symbol leads us to Burke. 

The future project for unification could not be summed up more 

precisely: "[W]e are in pure symbolic when we concentrate upon 

one particular integrated structure of motive. But we are 

clearly in the region of rhetoric when considering the 

identifications whereby a specialized activity makes one a 

participant in some social or economic class" (Burke, Rhetoric 

of Motives 27-8). Burke proposes the need for transforming 

motivation into participation, a political appeal which he 

stresses repeatedly in his works. One such responsibility 

resulted from the media's proclaimed need to resolve 

Vergangenheitsbew§ltigung as a shared task. Another 

responsibility for the media was raised when the people became 

agents and demanded that values be shifted. 

3.2 verqanqenheitsbewaltiqunq and Values 

Vergangenheitsbew§ltigung (overcoming the past) enabled 

further discussions in both newspapers to occur. Due to its 
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sensitive historical nature, Vergangenheitsbewaltigung was not 

publicly debated as part of the discussion of German 

unification until the controversy over Wolf's book flared up. 

As one of the outstanding issues in German history, the way in 

which the newspapers treated the issues of coping with the 

past (or not) as well as its role in the so-called 

Historikerstreit (Historical Dispute) played a key role for 

the construction of German identity. Habermas' s central 

po~ition in the dispute in the mid 80s in West Germany also 

helps gain more understanding of his philosophical-political 

principles. This concept received only limited attention in 

the newspapers, and when it did, it was treated as an 

exclusively West German dilemma. When Die Zeit declared that 

"[t] 00 heavily press the burdens of the past economically, 

politically and morally on East Germany that it could be made 

into a true state anymore," it offers yet another 

interpretation of the term. Die zeit stated that the Federal 

Republic "has overcome its past earlier," but it will also 

have to join this inheritance of working through the past. 

"And thus an old curse continues." When Die zeit criticized 

the unresolved past in East Germany, it identified the 

difficulties unification posed for East Germany. Not only was 

it burdened by the socialist past but also by the STASI forces 

that had all but empowered the people in the East (Die zeit 13 

Apr. 1990: 1). 
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Whether it was the newspaper itself, a book that was 

published, or the writer who had endured to stand as a 

representative of some position, symbols became increasingly 

refilled with meaning, inverted and perverted to signify 

other, new meanings as the newspapers created new historical 

narrati ves based on the use of symbols. Guidelines and 

structures on how to reinterpret symbols were missing. A 

brief overview into the public displays of symbols marks the 

difficulty yet also the importance of getting to know outmoded 

symbols and signs. 

Calls for a shared responsibility intensified, yet we 

heard that after the meeting of the two government heads Hans 

Modrow reminded his fellow people that "we must do what is 

necessary and possible. Mr. Chancellor may have his visions of 

the future, and I may have mine but the responsibility does 

not result from future visions, but rather the responsibilty 

results from what we do and how we are acting today" (Neues 

Deutschland Nov. 17/18, 1989). Deliberate ideological catch 

phrases that were used throughout history were represented as 

new symbols of identity promoting social emancipation through 

the German newspapers. Marx's motto of religion as the opium 

of the people was inverted on banners held up by East Germans 

during a demonstration shortly after the fall of the Wall. 

"Gerechtigkei t ist das Brot des Volkes," "Justice is the bread 

of the people" (Die zeit 17 Nov. 1989: 1). By concentrating 
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on the other Germany, Die zeit admonished "[d]ifferent paths 

away from socialism" transforming the forty year-old slogan 

"[d]ifferent paths towards socialism" (Die Ze'it 17 Nov. 1989: 

1). Whereas during the Third Reich the call for silence was 

the duty of every civilian (Ruhe ist die erste Btirgerpflicht), 

the more recent command was changed into "courage to 

responsible action is the first civil duty." Reversals and 

conversions of terms, especially with the dawn of unification, 

continued to function as a synecdoche of the general project 

of reformulating German identity. In addition, Neues 

Deutschland tried to instill hope through highly abstract 

ideals. For instance, on January 12, 1990 it praised its 

country and people for their accomplishment claiming that "it 

is the merit of the people that East Germany has gained 

democracy, freedom, and reputation" (ND 12 Jan. 1990: 4). 

Whereas the East confirmed apparent stability through abstract 

ideals, the West appealed to other values. The West German 

newspaper asked the people to "share our affluence with the 

countrymen in East Germany" (Die zeit 9 Feb. 1990: 1). The 

address was directed at the individual citizen not at the 

government as in other appeals. On May, 25, 1990 more calls 

for solidarity became loud: "Division can be broken only by 

sharing" (Die zeit 25 May 1990: 1). 

President v. Weizsacker, for instance asked repeatedly 

that we "share instead of divide," a religious/moral appeal to 
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our sense of brother,- and sisterhood, encouraged to divide 

affluence with the countrymen in East Germany. He emphasized 

that "sharing [is necessary] if the separation should be 

finalized" (Die zeit 1 June 1990:1). The statement was made 

right before Kohl and Modrow met. The value of support was 

expressed by a synecdoche: "Bonn must unter die Arme greifen 

(literally: to grasp from under the arms, meaning to support) 

the German Democratic Republic as soon as possible" (February 

16, 1989). Bonn is at the center of political (and 

humanitarian) decisions, and, symbolizing the archetypal 

father-figure, supports 'his children' who need the money. 

still, in the August 28, 1990 edition Die zeit maintained an 

appeal to help when it permitted partial fulfillment to occur 

on the newspaper pages, prophesying that "and in fact, the 

west part of our people are ready for solidarity. Yet we must 

be exhorted and called upon brotherhood" (Die zeit 28 Aug. 

1990: 1). A symbolic solidarity through the image of 

brotherhood was called upon. 

Whereas in November of 1989 there were few signs of 

unification, the December 12, 1989 edition of Die zeit 

situated the East-West debate into symbols that characterized 

the codependent connection. Interpretations of political 

slogans that had survived for a long time were reversed. 

"Germany, united fatherland," which was an ignored phrase 

since the term "fatherland" carried nostalgic and negative 
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connotations became a favorite of the new freedom fighters. 

Neues Deutschland stressed Modrow's warning "not to leave East 

German values at the cloak-room" (ND 3 Apr. 1990: 1). Yet, 

the sense of communal support was not abandoned, not even 

after the election which made unification a real possibility. 

East Germany persisted to convince its people of the state's 

survival and did not give up idealizing, even at a point where 

the state had already collapsed. 

Die zeit echoed the dramatic changes that occurred within 

one week after November 7, 1989: "the people in the German 

Democratic Republic do not want to be a ward any longer (Die 

Zeit Nov. 17 1989: 1). Die zeit opposed the futile hope of a 

stable East German state in that it compared "rebuilding of 

the GDR to the work of Sisyphus" (Die zeit 6 Oct. 1989: 1). It 

prescribed the values that were needed to save East Germany 

from collapsing. As supporter, Die Zeit presented a list of 

values in its edition of October 6, 1989: "freedom of opinion 

and truth in the media; legal security and transparency of 

state-run decisions; abolition of privileges for behaving well 

politically. Reform of the election system" (Die Zeit 6 Oct. 

1989: 1). Whereas before the March elections we heard of 

loyalty, gratitude, and pride, the articles afterwards were 

more heavily charged with profit-oriented ethics than with 

humanitarian values; they were concerned with "profit 

motive," "self-interest," "duty," "responsiblity," "sympathy," 
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"pity," and "fear:" The solution of the problem is posited 

for the future; so we can hear, Die zeit already in october of 

1989 that East Germany lacked the values needed to transform 

itself. On October 13, 1989, the West German newspaper 

identified an array of values for East Germany that stressed 

independent thinking and freedom to act. Yet the debate 

continued to be very much directed by the West. One notices 

the repeated capitalist hegemony. Die Zeit, as in the 

previous chapters, emphasized this superiority over the East 

not only through definitions and metaphors, but also through 

the use symbols. 

So far we noticed that the identified values were rather 

abstract. In March, however, Neues Deutschland referred to 

specific goals when it began to discuss the demands for rights 

and laws. Solidarity presented one symbol that could salvage 

the unification debate. solidarity for the West meant 

supporting the East. The West German Die zeit proclaimed on 

June 1, 1990 that the West had won the cold war. "Now it must 

assist those who have been waiting for their freedom for forty 

years" (Die zeit 1 June, 1990: 3). Furthermore former West 

German Chancellor and contributing editor of Die Zeit, Helmut 

Schmidt declared that "The East needs our solidarity." Yet he 

also advised that they have to first help themselves; they had 

to master the institutional and legal prerequisites for the 

turn. Only then our help will make sense. Our help costs 
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sacrifices-sacrifices that can be determinded temporarily and 

quantitatively. The discussions of abstract values such as 

"freedom," "help," and "sharing" exhausted themselves in the 

newspapers, and once unification drew very close, values 

became more concrete. 

Perelman's distinci tion between concrete and abstract 

values are important since they arise from rationality and are 

important for social and cultural emancipation 

[r]easoning that is based on concrete values seem 

characteristic of conservative societies. Abstract 

values, in contrast, serve more easily as a basis 

for critiques of society, and can be tied to a 

justification for change, to a revolutionary 

spirit. (Perelman 28) 

Perelman established the interrelation between values and 

reason as promoters of a "revolutionary spirit." since this 

spirit could be equated to emancipation in the unification 

project, one may argue that unification could not be regarded 

as the goal met by consensus. Only when the newspapers 

discussed concrete values, more of the revolutionary spirit 

seemed apparent. Another way of discussing the issue is by 

looking at value shifts in previous times. Helmut Klages 

interpreted the change during the fifties in the Federal 

Republic as a change from "bourgeois" to "post-bourgeois" 

values. This change from materialistic (acquisitive) to 



161 

postmateria1istic (postacquisitive) values describe a changing 

dialectic from Haben (Having) to Sein (Being) (Klages 149/50) . 

This movement in ethics may be viewed as an overcome old 

process. Yet, seeing it that way would be rather short

sighted, since a radical departure from old values is not 

possible. "Materialism of the 50s, idealism of the 60s, and 

the contemporary sUbjectivism are simply different steps of 

the steadily progressive exploitation of the potential that 

lies in the idea of freedom (857 MUnch). Regardless of the 

contextual situation, value discussion focused on freedom. 

Yet, the context in which the newspapers used the concept of 

'freedom' was related to financial freedom. The turn from 

symbolic to materialistic reproduction occurred at the 

juncture where the mark got replaced by the almighty Mark from 

the West. 

Solidarity for East Germans was linked to their 

understanding of work. And as the symbols of East Germany 

disappeared, public anxieties increased about the securities 

provided by the socialist state. One such fear was over the 

loss of work in the future. Work, in East Germany, confirmed 

an existence and became a symbol of self-identification. The 

following discussion illustrates work as one of the most 

essential synecdoches for the discussion of German 

unificaiton. 
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3.3 Work and Its Place 

Throughout history, work has played not only an economic 

but also a symbolic role. East Germans demanded to hold their 

"freedom to work" and "the right to work" as slogans on 

posterboards in East Germany. Claims to "freedom to work" 

(Freiheit auf Arbeit) valued self-affirmation and self

realization as important need for defining one's identity 

(Hettlage 57-87). In a rally in Berlin 20,000 identified the 

goals that needed to be fulfilled: "social security, the right 

for work, and no mass ruin and mass unemployment" (NO 23 Feb. 

1990: 1). 

To delineate the importance of work as a symbolic and 

moral necessity for East Germans, illustrating that it is more 

than an obligation, we must turn to how it is set forth in the 

legal fabric. Article 24 of the Constitution of the German 

Democratic Republic of April 4, 1968 stated that 

(1) Every citizen of the German Democratic Republic 

has the right to work. He has the right to a work 

place and his free choice according to the social 

requirements depending upon personal qualification. 

He has the right to quality and quantity of work. 

Man and woman, adult and adolescent have the right 

to the same pay with the same performance at work. 

(2) Work that is socially useful is an honorable 

duty for every employable citizen. The right for 
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work and the duty of work form a unity. 

(3) The right to work is guaranteed through 

socialist property and means of production, through 

the socialist plan and supervision of the social 

production process, and through the steady and 

planned growth of the socialist productive forces. 

(Hettlage 57) 

Work meant state-secured freedom and one way of self

det'ermination for East Germans. Whereas Neues Deutschland 

wanted to uphold old ideals, the West German press advocated 

removing the right to work. In its November 24, 1989 edition 

Die zeit affirmed that Article I of the constitution of the 

German Democratic Republic, in which the "leadership of the 

working class and its Marxist-Leninist party" were manifest, 

had to be abandoned. 

The book Die letzten Jahre der DDR (The final years of 

the GDR) instructs us of the need of work in East Germany. 

The party stated: 

We know only one goal which penetrates all of the 

politics of our party: to do everything for man's 

well-being, for the happiness of the people, for 

the interests of the working class and of all 

working people. This is the meaning of socialism. 

We work and fight for that. Due to the development 

of the productive forces and socialist production 
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a living 

history. 

Unemployment is a term for us from another, alien 

world (Helwig 68). 

Work signified not only self-affirmation but also reperesented 

solidarity among the members of the working classes. 

We have elucidated the role and importance of values in both 

newspapers. How can abstract values be translated into 

practical and concrete actions? Work was not only a means to 

an end but ranked qui te differently there than in West 

Germany. Work was secured for East Germans; unemployment was 

non-existent. It was not only a privilege but also a right. 

In Die Einheit beginnt zu Zweit, Maaz emphasizes this crucial 

contribution to the economic reality in East Germany: "Work 

here, was evaluated positively. It gave purpose and a sense 

of value •..• The workers were believed to be the privileged 

ones ('Everything to the welfare of the people') (Maaz Die 

Einheit, 96). In addition to the social rank work occupied, 

it could also be used as a means of resistance. By working 

slow and not fulfilling what was expected, one could oppose 

the work morale. Yet someone who was unemployed "was 

considered asocial and was criminalized when he couldn't prove 

that he had an income" (Maaz Das GestUrzte Volk 44-5). And 

since nobody could get unemployed, there was no risk of being 

fired. In addition to the social aspect of work, there was 
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"In the 

organization of work many ideas of social community were 

contained and realized (Maaz, DGV 45) 

The respect one had for work was somehow distorted once 

the DM was introduced. It became a means of alienation since 

it promoted competition and thus carried "fetish character 

since it promotes competition" (Maaz, Die Einheit, 96). These 

two values constitute the most important values in the 

discussion on social emancipation. In one of the interviews 

in Vergangenheit als Zukunft Habermas identified the recent 

emancipation as " individual freedom, social security and 

political Mitbestimmung (Habermas, VAZ, 141). This freedom, 

however, was removed as West Germany did away with the right 

for work as it was part of East German law. Since the November 

revolution East Germans were afraid of unemployment. In the 

December 23/24 edition of Neues Deutschland we heard of the 

fear of losing Marx's promise of a secured work state when on 

page 2 of the edition it read that "A ghost is roaming around 

- is unemployment threatening us in the German Democratic 

Republic?" The choice of the particular verb "to roam" evokes 

stark reference to the Manifesto of the Communist Party where 

we can read 

A specter is haunting Europe-the specter of 

Communism. All the Powers of old Europe have 

entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this 
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specter; Pope and Czar, Metternich and Guizot, 

French Radicals and German police spies. ' 

The specter symbol stands for fear of an invader. Whereas the 

party confirmed that "unemployment and homelessness as well as 

emergency state in education remain alien conditons in our 

society," it soon afterwards identif ied the fear of losing 

such state regulated values. Yet, the paper stressed again 

that all workers ought to reconstruct the state by appealing 

that "East Germany needs the good work of all citizens. 

Everybody here relies on everybody. Each member carries his or 

her responsibility for the whole." In the May 21, 1990 

edition Neues Deutschland stated that East Germany demands 

that the right to work should be incorporated in the new 

constitution. In the June 30/July 1 edition of Neues 

Deutschland informed that soon three million people would be 

jobless East Germany. On July 5, 1990 we were warned that the 

number of unemployed people increased to 142,096. 

synthesis: Truthfulness, Normativity, and Emancipation 

As discussed in the previous chapter, metaphors helped to 

promote social action by bridging outmoded definitions and 

'Ein Gespenst geht urn in Europa - das Gespenst des 
Kommunismus. AIle Machte des alten Europas haben sich zu einer 
heiligen Hetzjagd gegen dies Gespenst verbtindet, der Papst und 
der Zar, Metternich und Guizot, franzosische Radikale und 
deutsche Polizisten (Marx 23). 
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changing situations, but it was concrete symbols that 

stimulated cultural emancipation by reaching communicative 

action. 

communicative action was reached through "a socially 

integrating agreement about values and norms instilled through 

cultural tradition and socialization" (TCA I 101). Motivated 

by metonymical and synecdochial components, the symbol had 

fulfilled the goal of communicative action. The goal of 

cultutral unification was yet to be accomplished, but 

emancipation through consensus had begun. The explanation of 

the symbol's role as regulative speech act, demonstrating how 

it advanced normative action, and explaining emancipation for 

unification summarizes the argument of why philosophical 

hermeneutics and rhetoric are complementary in their arts of 

creating meaning and understanding. 

As a regulative speech act the symbol demonstrated the 

difference between how things were and how they should be. As 

the speech acts that showed the difference between rules as 

they exist and regulations as they should be, the symbol 

facilitated the meaning through interpreting, misreading and 

destroying public monuments as text, initiated the first 

stages of symbolic action in the newspapers. The Wall, the 

Brandenburg Gate and Berlin, all gained new significance as 

symbols of the new German faced with responsibilty for its and 

their histories. The symbol was a historical sign as it was 
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synecdochially motivated. It stood for an overcome past whose 

meaning could not continue anymore, in other words, the past 

of the motivated symbol as public signal needed to be 

deconstructed in order to guarantee any hope for emancipatory 

developments along the process of unification. The use of 

concrete symbols helped the public to take responsibility for 

the past. After the Wall had been torn down, the Brandenburg 

Gate opened, and Berlin reassumed its historic pas capital of 

German life. 

Metonymically, the symbol initiated the discussion over 

a topic that had indirectly received attention in the 

newspapers, but was not one of great emphasis: the talk over 

evaluating the pastes) of both Germanies. Ironically, the 

fiery dispute was not ignited by a political issue but stemmed 

from publicized interpretations of a book written by one of 

East Germany's most celebrated authors. This controversial 

but heal thy discussion moved into the center of newspaper 

concerns. The question of literary liberalism and 

identification put value discussion right in the middle of the 

important issues. Metaphorically, the symbol then disclosed 

what reifications of the system were standing for as the 

newspapers illustrated how former understandings connected to 

the ideas of money, work, and laws had adopted different 

meanings. The dynamic produced by this value promotion 

stabilized the hope for social emancipation. 
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According to Habermas' s distinction between social action 

types, we can categorize the symbol as a group member of the 

normatively regulated action which contains "[t]he general 

concept of complying with a norm means fulfilling a 

generalized expectation of behavior" (Habermas TeA I, 85). 

Questions must be posed to establish the connection between 

the symbol and the value it represented. To what extent has 

the press helped create meaning for its readers? How can the 

changes be assimilated and the ones impending be dealt with in 

a supportive manner? Upheaval and restructurin, promise 

values to be upheld or implemented. Is the idea of a 

consensus real? The public discussion of liberation has made 

us aware that the newspapers created a dialogic situation 

through values discussion. Whereas the clash over what values 

should stand for may be read as anti-dialogic, the fact that 

the newspapers publicly disagreed opened a communicative 

speech situation. 

Since we treated signs as value transmitters (and 

creators) in the process of unification, the hermeneutics of 

the symbol became an instrumental discipline which must pose 

pragmatic questions and probe its influence on people and 

conditions. The practice and the purpose of the public 

discussion of values confirms Habermas' s theory of modern 

morality. The underlying desire for the search of values lies 

in the people's need for self-realization. The newspaper 
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described this public demand to be reflected in the expressed 

choices one desired, the privileges one claimed as one's own, 

and the rights one fought and demonstrated for or against; it 

reached from choosing her or his own career to partaking in 

the decision process at work. 

The newspapers prepared ahe future solution for cultural 

convergence through a rheto~ic of rationality, charaterizing 

the the need of the occidental rationalism as, Max Weber, 

quoted by Habermas which "incessantly creates its own 

alternatives. only through self criticism and self

transcendence does it remain identical with itself" (Habermas, 

Nachholende Revolution 166). Neues Deutschland emphasized 

that the individual citizen rather than the government should 

carry the responsibility for their country (Feb. 5, 1990). 

Yet, when looking realistically, we confront an East German 

people who were trapped in irrationality. How could they act 

on their own reasonably, and 'with self-determination. The 

East Germans were and still are forced to deal with the double 

task of coping with irrationality experiences that the 

socialist and STASI state had created for them. And it is 

here that our discussion must lead to investigate motivation 

that fueled symbolic usage in hermeneutical rhetoric. The 

opposing interpretations over Was Bleibt brought the debate 

over unification to a philosophical-political head. Motivated 

by the blunt liberty the West German newspapers took when 
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discrediting Wolf for her accomplishments, the East German 

newspaper was motivated to counteract such literary freedoms. 

This dispute triggered the concern to begin overcoming a past 

together. Emancipation was on the rise •••• 

The symbol as part of the aesthetic sphere, belongs to 

the rhetorical branch of ethos. Furnishing the chapter's 

overall argument with Habermas's proposal of communicative 

action embraced the way in which the symbol was able to 

convince as a promoter of social action. The newspapers, 

signified the "actors [that] seek to reach an understanding 

about the action si tuation and their plans of action to 

coordinate their actions by way of agreement" (Habermas, TCA 

I, 86). 

Applying Jiirgen Habermas's understanding of communicative 

ethics explains the complex and necessary role values played 

in the newspapers. Normative symbols did not fulfill the 

"generality" claim since not "everyone affected agree[d] (or 

would agree) without constraint if they enter into (or were to 

enter into) a process of discursive will-formation" (Habermas, 

LC 89). The newspapers gradually engaged in attack rather 

than in an exchange mode that would necessarily discuss 

"compromise of formal norms of action" (Habermas, LC 89). The 

lack of such a dialogic interaction does not shape 

communicative ethics which would "guarantee autonomy (in that 

it ••• drive[s] potentials into a communicative structure of 
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action - that is, the socialization process)" (Habermas LC 

89). Habermas then identifies the solution to the basically 

motivaiton crisis in that the cultural system be "uncoupled 

from the socialization processes" (Habermas LC 90). This 

analogy between symbol formation and socialization process 

clarifies how unification itself will continue as 

symbolization of a growing identity. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

ON THE WAY TO IDENTITY: RHETORIC AND THE PROJECT OF MODERNITY 

History is smarter than the people with their 
limited awareness and their power of imagination. 

--Lenin 

The new position of the advancing man has all the 
powers of the old, yet has them all new. It carries 
in its bossom all the energies of the past, yet is 
itself an exhalation of the morning. I cast away in 
this new moment all my once hoarded knowledge, as 
vacant and vain. 

--Emerson 

In many placesm democracies seem to be merely a 
cover name for the modernization of impotence. 

--Sloterdijk 

On October 3, 1990, the west German constitution adopted 

East Germans and their lands into an expanded Germany, now 

more commonly known as the united Germany. A Western market 

economy replaced the command economy of the East. As a 

result, East Germans became incorporated into the new Germany 

and unification fused two unequal halves into one larger 

whole. Economic growth still waits on the conversion of the 

Eastern economy, and until East Germany's inefficient economic 

is converted, cultural unification remains an illusion. 

Convergence of the two has not occurred yet, and unless East 

and West Germans find a reason why they should belong 

together, their societies will remain separate (Weidenfeld and 
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Korte, B32/91, 6).. The newspapers operated out of the 

conviction that eastern and western Germany should constitute 

one national unit, never really exploring the more complex 

questions about what would come from the union. Because they 

did not address the specifics of how the new Germany would 

grow together until very late in the process of unification, 

the major East and west German papers did only slowly 

construct the new public identity. We applied Habermas' s 

communicative action model to analyze the transformation 

processes that dealt with unification. We discovered that the 

Die zeit and Neues Deutschland gradually oriented themselves 

towards an ideal speech situation as they began to prepare a 

dialogue for the identity of the new Germany. The juncture 

that brought about an interest in creating such a public 

consensus occurred when the newspapers instigated the literary 

debate over Was Bleibt. Because of this controversy, the 

newspapers posed necessary questions about the histories of 

both Germanies. By raising these questions, the newspapers 

helped initiate political self-criticism and began to cease 

blaming the 'other' as the source of national disaster. 

The newspapers placed the histories of East and west 

Germany at the center of a public discussion which set forth 

the proj ect of moderni ty , to use Habermas' s term, which 

"foster[s] emancipation by creating possibilities for 

communication free of domination" (Federico, Preface, no 
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The application of this definition allows the 

conclusion that the newspapers were on the ~ay to fulfilling 

the project of modernity. The goal of this chapter is to 

synthesize previous findings and examine how the analysis of 

the rhetoric of Neues Deutschland and Die zeit established an 

important connection between (1) "modernity" and its problems 

and (2) the issues of rhetorical strategies used in public 

discussions of unification. 

When we talk of modernity we talk of its critique. The 

specific discussion of modernity in this project applies the 

tensions that exist between subject and object, private and 

the dynamics that exist between the self and the other. As 

definitions, metaphors, and symbols reconciled these disunions 

in the debate over German unification, public identity was 

constructed. I will demonstrate how such a fusion was 

possible by applying the rhetorical strategies against key 

concepts of modernity. These notions form a unified vision of 

unification and describe scientific versus communicative 

rationality, examine the relationship between the private and 

the public sphere, and determine the psychosocial aspects the 

rhetorical strategies had entailed. 

Definitions which are validity claims to truth, have 

always been objects of scientific rationality. The East 

German newspaper continued to prescribe meanings for the 

people. This technological construction of a truth reflected 
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Truth, in East German 

newspapers, did not correspond with the truth but rather it 

was the product of a politically determined notion of 

correctness. The tel os of definition depended on its logic 

to convince the public of new acronyms and labels to have the 

power of rebuilding a new East German state. Neues 

Deutschland tried to define, while in reality it imposed its 

government once more on its people. Neues Deutschland 

redefined the party and socialism to counteract the 

insecurities that resulted from the collapse of a nation. The 

East German newspaper could not maintain a sense of 

independent national identity by relabeling the socialist 

party, and the rush toward unification left little time to 

define a "third path" that would mediate between capitalism 

and state socialism. As discussed in the second chapter, to 

redefine public identity one must have the power to impose new 

terms, but the East Germany state apparatus was crumbling 

before the economic hegemony of the west. Definitions proved 

unsuccessful, both as a strategy for maintaining the East 

German state and as a contributor to creating a broader 

dialogue about the transformations leading to unification. 

Whereas Die zeit counteracted such definitions, it was 

more fluid in its approach. However, the West German 

newspaper as well, prescribed a scientific approach as it 

rejected meanings by stating their negatives or their 
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falseness. The ways in which the newspapers applied the 

definitions reflected that both were in search of power and 

certainty. In deciding what is true, accepted and not, the 

party continued to execute authority. Although Neues 

Deutschland wanted to be objective, its method asserted its 

hegemony not only as the (false) voice of the poeple but also 

as part of the party apparatus. Legitimizng laws was an 

arbitraty proecdeure by simply trying to be scientific. In 

the process of doing so, definitions had become alienated as 

rhetorical strategies. 

When the Wall had fallen, a division in the individual 

ensued. How were people supposed to bridge the the 

differences between them and the others, let alone the 

psychological damages insidel? Outwardly they were carrying 

the signs affirming that they were one people, demonstrating 

perhaps that inwardly, they had not even begun to heal from 

the loss. In both newspapers, def ini tions whether they 

reconstructed socialism, the SED, the 'third path,' or 

freedom, closed off choices hermetically. Definitions sought 

to construct an objective reality. Yet, since there is no 

other reference method than language itself that could 

describe what objective reality is, there can never be an 

agreement on what a truthful definition is. Limitations that 

were imposed by definitions were replaced by metaphors. 

People are not automatons but individuals who want to act on 
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their own. 

Scientific rationality could not heal but only make the 

differences between eastern and western discourse more 

obvious . communicative rationality which recogniz.es the need 

to treat individuals as members of a group, began to heal such 

internal division. The newspapers had produced public 

meanings through defintions and showed power of the dominant 

ideology. They repressed emancipation, whereas metaphors 

motivated participation. After definitions failed as means of 

reformulating public identity, metaphors came into play. 

Pent-up feelings and frustrations were expressed through more 

open-ended associations. 

The metaphors were not strategic but dialogic. Metaphors 

of construction and the theater reflected a drama of the 

social world in which people participated freely. This 

opposition not only invited action but the metaphors also 

disclosed how those with power and authority imposed 

deceptions and illusions on their people. The people who had 

become victims through confined definitions, were shown ways 

of escaping through metaphors of play and drama. The 

metaphors of the newspapers commented on the deceptions and 

the illusions the state party had imposed. The people turned 

from spectators into agressors in that particular phase of 

rhetorical practice. The newspapers used theater metaphors to 

play out the official freedom role East Germans could adopt 
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when they participated in the first free elections in East 

Germany •. 

The West German paper used new metaphors to characterize 

the rapidly changing situations. possible solutions were 

compared to playing a game in which neither player nor dealer 

were content. Neues Deutschland also applied the play 

metaphor as it described the future negotiations over German 

id~ntity as "toying with paragraphs" (July 20, 1990: 1). 

Unification could be achieved only with a clean election law. 

As Die zeit proposed, first the two Germanies should join, and 

then the first elections should take place. The consequences 

of the seriousness of such games was emphasized. 

Communicative rationality operated through metaphors and 

foremost with symbols. The newspapers showed ways of 

empowerment through metaphors. Only when those actions became 

concrete, one could speak of emancipation through 

communicaitve rationality. Symbols, by way of discussing 

abstract and concrete values, helped the people liberate 

themselves. symbolic actions were ways that confimred self

actualization in the people. The occupation of the German 

embassies or that of the Brandenburg Gate, the demonstrations 

in the streets, or the removals of national symbols all were 

symbolic actions that testified to the power of signs that 

only people's revolution could carry. This transformation in 

the public sphere was only possible through a psychological 
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dimension that was brought into the debate over German 

unif ication. The newspapers themsel ves talked about 

possibilites for freedom to become self actualized when they 

argued over of Was Bleibt. The newspapers began to use 

Germany's past as lessons for the future, and they became more 

specific when contributing to the evolving true dialogue over 

public identity. The newspapers referred to past political 

leaders, eras of destruction, and contrived hopes for 

overcoming those "evils" of a res publica, demonstrating that 

history should not repeat itself. The newspapers drew on 

traditional symbols of German identity to sketch out the 

ideals that should govern development. By reminding the 

public of Germany's troubling past, the media sought to teach 

the public promising ways of shaping the future. In the 

August 17, 1990 edition of Die zeit we could read that 

"Bismarck had it easier. He united Germany through blood and 

iron .•.. between the states that unified there were now deep 

differences in the social and economic structure (Die zeit 17. 

Aug. 1990: 2). The second German unification, 120 years 

later, does not, thanks to God, occur via blood and iron." As 

Die zeit summarized in its June 29, 1990 edition: "East 

Germany should not be blamed for the slow pace towards 

progress, and that "East Germany cannot be saved must be 

blamed on the politics of its predecessors" (Die zeit 29 June 

29, 1990: 1). This appeal reconfirmed the importance of 
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Germany's past and respects the people who had to endure it. 

The role of the public sphere, so far, had been corrupt 

when the newspapers used definitions. A transformation from 

within was made impossible while metaphors demonstrated the 

possibilites for liberation. Metaphor was a drama of the 

present which suggested a "scheme of possible action or life 

practice" (Holub 63). Communicative action had begun, but not 

until the symbols fully played out their roles in the public 

debate over unification, could communicative action. Neues 

Deutschland and Die zeit relied on clear symbols. Metonymies, 

such as the Deutsch mark and statistical figures, redirected 

the unification debate. Most important about the symbol is 

its purpose as a private and not as a public meaning. symbols 

healed the divisions from "within." 

Action was initiated when people began to discuss the 

need for values and the importance for their individual 

future. One may argue that all discourse is strategic and 

that definitions, metaphors, and symbols were not produced 

through democratic process. Yet, the newspapers provided 

options and enforced public meanings for communal consensus. 

Along with explaining how scientific rationality shaped 

definiton and demonstrated how symbols initiated communicative 

acts we noticed a shift in the roles of the public and the 

private spheres. The private sphere which is the site of 

discourse and free of domination and authority was not 
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guaranteed by definitions. Neues Deutschland interfered with 

the private domain when it imposed definitions on its readers. 

The clash between the subject as person and the object as 

state was dominant. Metaphors bridged the gap of 

understanding between subject and object through articualting 

new public meanings. These meanings demonstrated options 

through engagement and promised emancipation through 

recognizing the falseness of the definitions. Finally in the 

phase of symbolic action the divisions and categories of 

technical and strategic thought had been resolved completely. 

The (supposed) logic of definition was replaced by 

communicative rationality. 

Unification is still in progress. The new identity is an 

ambivalent construct. until the division in the individual is 

healed, the German society cannot be healed, nor can it 

identify itself as one unified German nation. On the second 

anniversary of unification, the newspapers again relied on 

definitions to clarify the German Question. Ironically when 

the west German newspaper defined East Germany, it could only 

quote from the 1987 Random House Dictionary "a former country 

in central Europe, having Berlin as its capitaL ••. now divided 

into East and west Germany" (801; qtd. Die zeit 2 Oct. 1991: 

1). Then the newspaper cited the entry on "East Germany" in 

the Great soviet Encyclopedia, page 340 which identifies it as 

"a state in Europe (capital Berlin) which existed until the 
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end of World War II" (Die zeit 2 Oct. 1991:1). The use of 

definitions then served to almost ridicule the impossible task 

of clearly locating a German identity. 

Two German newspapers, one East and one West, confirmed 

the insecurity about democracy even on the second anniversary 

of the official German fusion. The stuttgarter Zeitung 

identified that the Germans desired a peace-filled and welfare 

oriented life. Rather than the government, so appeals the 

new~paper, "it is up to us if the new Germany will become a 

more stable democracy." The paper from the East discussed the 

unification dilemma stressing the psychosocial aspect to it. 

since the account speaks for so many more, let me quote 

extensively from it: 

In East and West a most unique opportuni ty was 

grabbed, to shape one whole out of two halves of a 

fatherland. The confidence prevails that the state 

initiated (staatlich) unification will be followed 

by an internal one. More tolerance, sensitivity and 

ability to learn should accompany this path. The 

world follows up on and recognizes our endeavors to 

overcome division through sharing. The neighbors 

pay attention when they look to the great Germany. 

Distinctly audible is also the wish that the 

Germans may not forget Europe and the world over 

themselves. 
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. Mitteldeutsche Zeitung (2 Oct. 1991 

(Halle) 

The appeals for overcoming the split are founded on a 

vocabulary of human needs. After two years of off icial 

unification the newspapers addressed the concerns that really 

matter (ed) to the people. Before we heard what the state and 

the party wanted. Finally we could hear those who 

demonstrated that they were one people, who had now realized 

what responsibilities this call entailed. 

As Maaz states in Die Einhei t beginnt zu Zwei t, the 

overcoming or the working through the past cannot be achieved 

through propaganda nor through the Basic Law; only if 

"everybody recognizes her/his fascist structures, revealing 

whatever is there in terms of fascism (Maaz, Die Einheit 

beginnt zu Zweit 125)1. Before such acts of liberation can 

occur, we must recall the political dependence the state 

created for its citizens. GUnther Rohrmoser explains the 

reasons for East Germans' limited exercise of political 

freedom. He affirms 

(1) That the people in East Germany were deprived 

of their own history and hence were severed 

IThis process of overcoming the past is an act of overcoming 
alienation. Gadamer's definition of hermeneutics in "Practical 
Philosophy as a Model of the Human Sciences" is similar to the 
one of Vergangenheitsbew§ltigung in that it asserts "to let what 
seems to be far and alienated speak again in Research in 
Phenomenology 9 (1980): 83. 
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mentally. 

(2) that the G~rmans could best id~ntify themselves 

through socialism since there 'they could find 

their lost identity again.' 

(3) that without a historical fertile soil 

(historicity) there can be no national identity. 

(Rohrmoser 14) 

This explanation accounts for the deep crisis of meaning in 

East Germany. Sinnkrise (loss of meaning) as Horkheimer and 

Adorno circumscribed the loss of meaning, is a social 

phenomenon that results from an Ersatzleben (replacement life) 

that discouraged self-consciousness in life. 

In addition to depriving a people of their history it was 

also a psychological crime to take one's work away, especially 

of its power as symbol to stand for one's identity. Trained 

as a psychotherapist and engaged as a social and political 

theorist, Hans-Joachim Maaz analyzes the ramifications of 

unification from a psychological viewpoint. He conducts 

pscychotherapy and exemplifies what Habermas identifies as the 

goal of communicative action. His four books (two are 

bestsellers) have appeared since The Turn (die Wende). They 

have not only contributed to a better understanding of the 

East but also challenged the West German reader to engage in 

a critical dialogue with it. He stresses the importance of 

work in East Germany. It was symbolic action and did not only 
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serve as a means to an end but ranked quite differently there 

than in West Germany. Work was secured for East Germans; 

unemployment was non-existent. It was not only a privilege 

but also a right. In Die Einheit beginnt zu Zweit, Maaz 

emphasizes this crucial contribution to the economic reality 

in East Germany: "Work here, was evaluated positively. It 

gave purpose and a sense of value.... The workers were 

believed to be the privileged ones ('Everything for the 

welfare of the people') (Maaz Die Einheit, 96). In addition 

to the social rank work occupied, one could also use work 

as a means of resistance. By working slow and not fulfilling 

what was expected, one could oppose the work morale. Yet 

someone who was unemployed "was considered asocial and was 

criminalized when he couldn't prove that he had an income" 

(Maaz Das GestUrzte Volk 44-5). And since nobody could get 

unemployed, there was no risk of being fired. In addition to 

the social aspect of work, there was also a feeling of bonding 

in a community. "In the organization of work many ideas of 

social community were contained and realized (Maaz, DGV 45) • 

Ideology by the party encouraged people not to think on 

their own; the party, so he states, filled out one's life 

through "the right consciousness" either through campaigns or 

competition. He calls this "intimidating authenticity and 

openness were replaced by pseudo-feelings" (Maaz, GefUhlsstau 

In this respect the East German party apparatus offered 
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entertainment and mass media to the East Germans (Maaz Die 

Einheit beginnt zu Zweit 40). 

The respect one had for work was somehow distorted once 

the OM was introduced. It became a means of alienation since 

it promoted competition and thus carried "fetish character 

since it promotes competition" (Maaz, Die Einheit 96). These 

two constitute the most important values in the discussion on 

social emancipation. In one of the interviews in 

Vergangenheit als Zukunft, Habermas identified the recent 

emancipation as "individual freedom, social security and 

political Mitbestimmung (Habermas, VAZ, 141). This freedom, 

however, was removed as west Germany did away with the right 

to work that constituted the most important law to guarantee 

freedom for East Germans. 

The construction of a new historical framework will be a 

difficult one. Past histories will not serve as blueprints 

for the identity design. The history of the past must be 

unlearned to create the history of the present. This scheme 

parallels Nietzsche's concept of history that he advocates in 

UnzeitgemaBe Betrachtungen (Untimely Reflections), proposing 

that civilization can only progress when it "shatter[s] and 

dissolve[s] the past," telling us also that "every past is 

however worth to be judged - since that is what human affairs 

are about. •. human force and weakness has always been powerful 
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in them" (Nietzsche, UnzeitgemaBe Betrachtungen 91). This is 

also Habermas's task of modernity's assignment for 

unification. One of his greatest fears is that West Germans 

would bury the past of the East Germans so that the next 

generation would be stuck digging it up as "a body in the 

basement" (Vergangenheit als Zukunft 93). 

Unless the past is confronted and explained, unification 

is not secured and the division inside not healed. Socialism 

as it was practiced in East Germany did not only dominate the 

public and private lives, it also governed what one should 

say, think and feel, even about history. External freedoms, 

materialized in capitalist securities, were not enough for the 

recovery and help. A German recovery program for internal 

damage is still needed. As chapter four discusses, overcoming 

the past is the first step in the healing process. 

Vergangenheitsbew§ltigung should not be scientifically 

"neutralized ••• by keeping open the wound" that Hitler created, 

implying that reference to the past defeats rather than works 

in favor of identity. According to Willms, fear defeats 

efforts of creating an identity as he claims that fear eats up 

identity (Willms 95). Adorno warns of how easily history 

could be repeated if it is not confronted and overcome: 

The identification with the familiar is an 

undeniable aspect of this hope [of returning to 

Germany one day] although it must not be misused as 
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a theoretical justification for an impulse which is 

probably legitimate only as long as it is obeyed 

without appealing to involved theoretical 

justifications. If in my uncoerced decision to 

return I had the feeling that I would also be able 

to do some good in Germany, t.o work against the 

embitterment, against the repetition of the 

catastrophe [Unheil], - this is just a different 

aspect of that spontaneous identification. 

Theodor W. Adorno2 

Die Einheit beginnt zu Zweit treats the overcoming of the past 

as a psychological need for the people which cannot be 

achieved through propaganda nor through the Basic Law; only if 

"everybody recognizes her/his fascist structures, revealing 

whatever is there in terms of fascism (Maaz, Die Einhei t 

beginnt zu Zweit 125)3. 

In an interview where Habermas was asked "How should the 

people direct themselves towards the West?" he affirmed that 

it should occur through "pragmatism, [which should be] a 

2Adorno, Theodor W. "On the question what is German." New 
German Critique. 1985 (36): 111-131 

3This process of overcoming the past is an act of overcoming 
alienation. Gadamer's definition of hermeneutics in "Practical 
Philosophy as a Model of the Human Sciences" is similar to the 
one of Vergangenheitsbewaltigung in that it asserts "to let what 
seems to be far and alienated speak again in Research in 
Phenomenology 9 (1980): 83. 
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matter of alliance, or intellectually as well, as a new 

beginning of political culture" (Habermas, New Conservativism 

266). Habermas believes that each Germany should first deal 

wi th their own history before embarking on the future of 

fusion. 

Gadamer reminds us that we are always on the way to such 

self-knowledge which is achieved through the dialectical 

interplay with the 'other,'which confirms the importance of 

communicative action. We may be cautious and listen to Freud 

who warns not to act "naively" when experiencing the present, 

by not "being able to estimate its content." To comprehend 

its implications, we must repeat Habermas' s advice, and 

realize that "the present must have become the pastil in order 

to direct the future (Freud, The Future of an Illusion 

8). In their book Experiment Vereinigung: Ein Sozialer 

GroBversuch Giesen and Leggewie treat Germany as an "open 

field for liberation and possibilities" (Giesen and Leggewie 

15). What had appeared to comprise a wealth of new 

opportunities for progress has become a "future of risk and 

threat," a time of emptiness of the future. The point of 

reference is not familiarity but that of "otherness" and 

alienation (Giesen and Leggewie 15). Such self-awareness for 

Germans will depend not only the economic prosperity but 

foremost on the result of learning one's own history; without 

it no social-psychological success of the unification will be 
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in sight. 

The interpreter will always shape the interpreting out of 

her own tradition, and should be recognized as one whose 

prejudgments not only constructed but also liberated the 

analysis at stake. The task of the project was to construct 

knowledge and meaning along rhetorical investigations. Not 

identifying meaning and how the newspaapers constructed is 

important. The more important question to answer about 

modernity and unification is that of Max Weber's "What shall 

we do and how shall we live?" Rhetoric was not the goal, it 

was just a stop in the quest for identities. It was not 

obsessed with subjectivity and did not establish a new 

scientific paradigm. I wanted to propose new ways of fusing 

disciplines to create other understandings for rhetoric. 

Throughout this process historical images were conjured up, 

and therefore I feel my concluding task is that of a pseudo 

historian. The choice of interpretation cannot be evaluated 

by the future of history but it may contribute to move towards 

dialogic interaction. 

Gadamer claims that prejudgments and prejudices are 

conducive and necessary for the interpretive situation. He 

asserts that "truly hermeneutic thinking must take into 

account of its own historicity" (die eigene Geschichtlichkeit 

mitdenken p. 57). In Habermas's address "Urbanization of 

Hegelian Province" honoring Gadamer's receiving the stuttgart 
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Hegel Prize he referred to Gadamer from whom we can all learn 

about the "basic wisdom of hermeneutics that it would be an 

illusion to think one could maintain the last word" (Habermas 

Das Erbe Hegels 31). 
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APPENDIX: A Brief Outline of the Federal Republic of 
Germany - German Democratic Republic connection between 
september 1989 and July 19901 

september 1989 

10-11: Hungary (without East Berlin's consent) permits 

escape for those who want to flee to West Germany. 

with this measure 25,000 Ubersiedler (settlers, 

actually transitory settlers) reach West Germany by the 

end of September. 

19: For the first time in the history of East Germany, an 

oppositional group, the "New Forum," seeks permission 

as official organization on September 20. The 

application is denied since the group is considered 

'hostile to the state.' 

30: Meanwile 5,500 GDR fugitives in the Prague Embassy 

receive permission to leave to the FRG, also 800 in the 

West German Embassy in Warsaw. 

October 1989 

2: In Leipzig 20,000 people protest for reforms in the GDR, 

Some demonstrators are taken in by security forces. 

9: 70,000 people demonstrate for a democratic renovation of 

the country. For the first time the security powers 

retreat 

lAdapted from Weber, Hermann. DDR: GrundriB der Geschichte 
Hannover: Fackeltrager, 1991, pp.343-53. 
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11: The SED Politbureau concerns itself with the mass escape 

and the current situation in the country. The GDR 

writers committee demands a 'revolutionary reform,' and 

the immediate start of a democratic dialogue on all 

levels of society. 

18: On his own request, Erich Honecker is dismissed from 

all offices. Egon Krenz becomes the new secretary 

general of the SED. 

24. The people's chamber elects Egon Krenz as chairman of 

council of state and as chairman of the national 

council of defense. 

31.- Nov. 1: Egon Krenz visits Gorbachev, both declaring 

that "Reunification" is not a topic on the agenda. 

November 1989 

4: In East Berlin one million people protest for democracy 

in East Germany. 

6: In Leipzig hundreds of thousands protest for unlimited 

travel opportunities. 

7: East German government resigns. 

27: During the Leipzig Monday demonstration, poster boards 

cry for reunification. 

28: Chancellor Kohl proposes the 10 Point-Plan to the 

parliament. In an appeal: "For our country" renowned 

personalities to the conservation of independence. 

December 1989: 
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1: The People's Chamber decides with immediate effect to 

cancel the SED's leading role from the ,working class 

and its Marxist-Leninist party from the constitution. 

For the first time in twenty years Wolf Biermann 

performs in a public concert in Leipzig. 

3: On the 12th session of the central committee of the SED 

the Politbureau and the, Central Committee step back. 

Erich Honecker and eleven additional top functionaries 

are excluded from the SED. The former Politbureau 

members GUnter Mittag and Harry Tisch are arrested for 

having damaged national property and the national 

economy. 

6: Egon Kenz steps down as chairman of the council of state 

and as chairman of the national defence council. 

7: First session of the "Round Table" in East-Berlin where 

twelve parties and groups participate. It decides the 

formation of a new constitution and determines May 5 of 

1990 as date for chamber elections. The government is 

requested to give up the office for National Security 

that was built on Nov. 17. 

8: The extraordinary SED party convention in East-Berlin 

refuses to dissolve the party and elects Gysi as party 

chairman. 

18: The 'Round Table' decides on a joint community between 

the FRG and GDR. 



19-20: Kohl and Modrow agree on negotiatons on a German

German joint community. 

22: opening of the Brandenburg Gate 
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24: Visa obligation and minimum exchange duty for visitors 

from west Germany and West-Berlin revoked. 

31: In 1989, 343,854 GDR migrant settlers came to the FRG 

almost ten times as many as in 1988. 

January 1990 

3: Round Table decides on the great coalition of 

rationality until the elections of the People's Chamber 

on May 6, 1990 

8: The protests that are taking place throughout East 

Germany are dominated by a call for "Germany- united 

fatherland'and the motto: Down with the SED". 

15: In response to tens of thousands of people storming and 

destroying the former center for state security which 

refers to the state police, the round table calls for 

level-headedness and non-aggression. 

20: Liberal and conservative parties unite to build the 

Deutsche Soziale Union (DSU - German Social Union) in 

Leipzig. 

21: Egon Krenz and thirteen more former members or 

candidates of the Politbureau are excluded from the 

SED-PDS. 

28: The 'Round Table' decides to hold elections on March 18, 
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1989 (and not May, as originally planned) . 

29: Honecker imprisoned, yet released because not eligible 

to be kept in prison. 

31: In January 58,043 East German citizens move to the FRG 

February 1990 

1: Minister President Modrow proposes a plan : "For 

Germany, united fatherland = conception for the way 

towards a unified Germany." 

4: Party executive of SED-PDS decides to carry the name of 

PDS only. 

Founding convention of the FDP in East Germany 

20: Chamber declares support for unification of Germany 

22.-25: First convention of the SPD in Leipzig. 

March 1990 

GDR- cabinet decides on transformation of all combines into 

capitalistic societies as well as foundation of a 

trust company to protect people's property. 

1.-3: Extraordinary Congress of the GDR writers' union. 

Rainer Kirch becomes Chairman and Stefan Heym is 

elected Honorary Chairman. 

April 1990 

19: East German Prime Minister Lothar de Maiziere hopes for 

the German unification to occur "as quickly as 

possible, 'but as good as necessary." 

24: Kohl and Maiziere agree on economic- currency- and 



198 

social union for July Q, 1990 

27: First official negotiations about the German-German 

treaty on East Berlin. East German Minsiter of Justice 

Kurt WUnsche announces rehabilitation of all East 

German citizens of political crimes. 

28: Extraordinary EC summit; European community approves 

unification of Germany 

Hay 1990 

5: Begin of "Two plus two- talks: of the foreign ministers 

of the four victory powers and of both German states on 

the outside aspects of the German unity on Bonn. 

6: First free communal elections; COU yields 34,37 percent; 

SPO yields 21,27 and the POS 14,59 percent 

16: A fund "German unity" of 115 billion marks to support 

East Germany is created by federal and state support. 

June 

13: East German border troops start tearing down the wall. 

July 

Economic- currency- and social union becomes effective. 

Thus the German mark (OM) is the only currency in East 

Germany. 
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