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elegant home and "more and higher priced clothing than the
great majority of the women with whom she daily associated,"
she always wanted more. He wanted her to be content like
all of their friends at Point Loma who "lived very simply
and in a way that did not require the expenditure of great
sums of money for personal wants."!

Much of Irene’s unhappiness revolved around her feeling
that Tingley interfered too often in her relationship with
her daughter Isabel. The testimony suggests that Isabel had
been a good student and caused little trouble during this
second stay at the Raja Yoga Academy. Upon her 18th
birthday, however, she decided to go to Nursing school in
Chicago because she wanted to be on her own, and Irene and
Isabel convinced George to pay her expenses. Reports
filtered back that she was living a "carefree" lifestyle,
and Tingley convinced Irene to have a Private Detective spy
on her. Although his report cleared Isabel, the testimony
about her conduct over the next several years points to a
life far different than the one she must have led at the
Raja Yoga Academy. She was expelled from two Nursing
Schools in the Midwest and moved to San Francisco to try
another. The trouble between Irene and George in 1918
started with his refusal to pay Isabel’s $400 doctor bill
"for the third major abdominal operation which .

. « Isabel

had had performed in the period of about three years."
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George said he would not pay it because "no control was
being exercised over the moral conduct of said Isabel," and
she was "guilty of moral lapses." She had bragged to one
former classmate, "I can smoke as many cigarettes; drink as
many highballs, and run around with as many married men as
any girl in the city."! Tingley was convinced that
Isabel’s morals were so bad that she told Irene that Isabel
would not be allowed to eat in the refectory with the other
residents when she came to Point Loma to visit her mother.
The strict sexual mores at Point Loma would not allow lunch
time chats about sexual conquests.”

Although by the time of the divorce, Irene only focused
on the interferences in her private, family affairs, she had
on numerous occasions initiated such actions by writing to
Katherine Tingley to see if she could persuade George to
increase her allowance, or asking for advice about how to
deal with Isabel. Many of these letters and Tingley’s
responses were quite cordial. Often Tingley refused to
intercede, saying that she believed it was better "not to
touch this family matter."!® 1Irene was particularly
disappointed when KT refused to try to help her get more
spending money from George. After Isabel left Point Loma,
Irene became determined to join her but she knew that she
would never convince George to leave.

Whereas Irene believed that their life at Point lLoma
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had interfered with her marriage and ruined her happiness,
George could imagine no other home. He said that Irene’s
demand that he leave was cruel because she "knew it was
impossible to separate ([his] life--his feelings, his
purposes, his interests, his peace of mind and his happiness
from the welfare and success of the said organization; . . .
the whole institution of Point Loma was and is in a very
real sense his home, and all its members were like members
of his own family."?

This story demonstrates that the Point Loma "family"
was not designed to please everyone. The decline in the
population and resources at Point Loma by 1920 is witness to
the lack of appeal Victorian standards held for an
increasingly modern society. The tension inherent in the
nineteenth-century notion that woman’s moral superiority
should be used to influence the behavior of her family,
including the sexuality of her husband, while still being
economically dependent on and subservient to that same man,
were mitigated at Point Loma by providing economic security
and community support for morally acceptable women. Outside
the colony gates, that same tension was being negotiated in
some middle class families (and in popular movies, advice
books, and magazines) by a new model of romantic,
companionate marriage and an acknowledgement of women'’s

sexual desire.? Both Fritz Darrow and Irene Mohn left
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utopia because such marriages were not sanctioned. They
could pose a threat to community ("fictive family") bonds
and unleash "morbid eroticism." On the other hand, the
Point Loma attempt to resolve the contradictions of
Victorian gender relationships made it difficult to
reproduce the community.

The long term effects of maintaining an essentialist
ideology that persisted in acknowledging natural gender
differences, even while trying to reassess their meanings
became obvious after Katherine Tingley’s death in 1929. She
was succeeded by Gottfried de Purucker, a scholar of
esoteric philosophy who claimed endorsement from the occult
Masters. He changed the name of the organization back to
the Theosophical Society, and eliminated many of the
communal elements of Point Loma living, such as uniforms,
separation of children and their parents, and the
extravagant ceremonies and rituals. He shifted attention
back to intellectual examination of Blavatsky’s writings and
ancient texts and building up the TS lodges in America.?

The members of the Point Loma Homestead had been raised
with an understanding of gender difference that relegated
the sexes to two distinct spheres: domestic/emotional/female
versus public/rational/male. Under Katherine Tingley the
female side of this duality had been emphasized, resulting

in great rewards and responsibilities for women in the
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community. As one old Theosophist recalled in 1986, "She
put the whole load of the world on the woman. . . . She said
that woman could revitalize the world. All she would have
to do would be to try."? There has not yet been a study of
the Point Loma years under de Purucker, but when that study

is finished it will tell a very different story than the one

recounted here.
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NOTES

1. The only other kind of man who received praise in the
pages of the community’s magazines were those who recognized
the important contributions women could make. Philo Tingley
was such a man who, as Iverson Harris recalled, stayed out
of the way and allowed Tingley to perform her duty. "He was
a self-effacing man, who recognized her ability and
willingly and deliberately put himself in the background and
let her go ahead and do her work." Iverson Harris, "Oral
History," Transcription of oral history conducted by Bob
Wright, San Diego, California, October 23, 1971, 25. San
Diego Historical Society Archives.

2. New Century III, #34 (7 July 1900): 5, emphasis in
original.

3. Rosabeth Moss Kanter, "Family Organization and Sex Roles
in American Communes," in Communes: Creating and Managing
the Collective Life, ed. Rosabeth Moss Kanter (New York:
Harper & Row, Publishers, 1973), 287-307. In the case of
Point Loma, the value of woman’s work was recognized from
the beginning and contributed to the seeming ease with which
the cooperative housekeeping was institutionalized.

4. New Century III, #40 (18 August 18 1900): 5.
5. New Century IIXI, #42 (September 1, 1900): 6.

6. Cora Lee Hanson, Affidavit, Darrow v Darrow, Case No.
26346, 24 November 1919, 2.

7. Kathleen Olga Fitzpatrick, Affidavit, Darrow v Darrow, 6
November 1919, 1. Bertha Griswold Leslie told a similar
story. Her father and mother had divorced because of her
father’s drunken behavior. Her mother remarried and when
she was expecting her second child, asked Tingley to take in
her two children if she should die in childbirth. Tingley

made good her promise. Affidavit, Darrow v Darrow, 24
November 1919.

8. Nathan B. Acheson, Affidavit, Darrow v Darrow, 19
November 1919, 2. A similar story was told by George
Davenport. His wife had decided that she could not agree to
send her children to the group homes, even though it was the
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opportunity for the Raja Yoga education for her children

that had motivated their move. She left her husband a note
that she and the children had "gone to town." He never saw
them again, but heard that they had returned to Canada. He

related this story 10 years after his wife left. Affidavit,
22 November 1919.

9. Seth Koven and Sonya Michel, "Introduction: ’Mother
Worlds,’" in Mothers of a New World: Maternalist Politics
and the Origins of Welfare States, ed. Koven and Michel (New
York: Routledge, 1993), 5. They, and I, choose this term as
more descriptive and less all encompassing than social
feminism or relational feminism. See for example, Karen
Offen, "Defining Feminism: A Comparative Historical
Approach," Signs 14 (1988):119-57; Nancy Cott, "What’s in a
Name? The Limits of ’Social Feminism’; or Expanding the

Vocabulary of Women’s History," Journal of American History
76 (1989): 809-29.

10. New Century Vv, #8 (5 January 1902): 7.

11. See Chapter 4 for Irene Neill’s brief experience at
Point Loma in 1900. The following account of Mr. and Mrs.
Mohn’s experiences is drawn from a number of Court cases.
They sued each other for divorce several times between 1918
and 1925 when the decree was finally granted (Superior
Court, San Diego County, California, Case 40649, Final
Divorce Decree, 2 July 1925). 1In addition, in 1919 Irene
Mohn sued Katherine Tingley for alienation of her husband’s
affections. She won a verdict of $75,000 in damages and
$25,000 in exemplary awards because the Jury judged Tingley
malicious. Tingley appealed and lost. (Superior Court, San
Diego County, California, Irene Mohn v Katherine Tingley,
Case No. 30386, Decisions made 17 March 1921 and 18
September 1923; Irene M. Mohn, Respondent, v Katherine

Tingley, Appellant, California Supreme Court, 191 Cal. July
1923, 470-493.)

12. Superior Court, San Diego County, California, Irene
Mohn v Katherine Tingley, Case 28838, Irene Mohn testimony

(many pages not numbered). Hereafter cited as Mohn v KT, #
28838.

13. Irene Mohn Affidavit, Mohn v KT, # 28838, 257, emphasis
added.

14. Ibid., 124. Irene said that they argued everyday.
Ibid., 44-45.
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15. George Mohn v Irene M. Mohn, Case 40649, George Mohn,
Amended Complaint, 21 November 1923. Hereafter cited as
Mohn v Mohn, # 40649.

16. Ibid.

17. Mohn v KT, # 28838, 247. Tingley blamed Irene for
Isabel’s lack of self control. She said that Irene had
always spoiled her and kept her from reaching her "raja
yoga."

18. Ibid., 153.
19. Mohn v Mohn, # 40649, George Mohn Affidavit.

20. As May has argued, this served to raise expectations
and the divorce rate. Elaine Tyler May, Great Expectations:
Marriage and Divorce in Post-Victorian America (Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press, 1980). Also see Robert
Griswold, Family and Divorce in California, 1850-1890:
Victorian Illusions and Everyday Realities (Albany: State
University of New York Press, 1982).

21. On the de Purucker years, see William Michael Ashcraft,
"‘The Dawn of the New Cycle’: Point Loma Theosophists and
American Culture, 1896-1929," (Ph.D. diss., University of
Virginia, 1995) Chapter 7; and Emmett A. Greenwalt,
California Utopia: Point Loma, 1897-1942, (San Diego: Point
Loma Publications, 1978) Chapter 17.

22. Eunise Emily Wright, "Oral History," Transcription of
interview conducted by Craig Carter, San Diego, California,
September, 1986, 10. San Diego Historical Society Archives.
Ms. Wright did not live at the community and did not
particularly like Katherine Tingley. She was a part of a
younger generation that did not appreciate so much
responsibility for the world’s morality. "I just felt like
it was too much a load for the woman to bear alone; I always
figured that man could help out a little bit."
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