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Geographical Diary 
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Child's Neighborhood: Picture Exercise 

You have taken five pictures Important to you in your neighborhood; now 

I want to ask you some questions about the places in the pictures. 

A. Rank them in terms of 
1. How Important they are to you. 

2. How much you like them. 

3. How much you feel attached to them. 

B. Which place is where you most: 
4. Like to be with friends? Why? 

5. Like to build or plant or dig? \fuy? 

6. Like to be alone? Why? 

7. Feel able to do what you want? Why? 

8. Feel like yourself? Why? 

9. Feel most comfortable? Why? 
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WHO AN I? 

You all have a sheet of paper with 20 spaces on it. In each space I'd 
like you to write one thing that tells me about yourself, something that 
helps answer the question, "Who am I?" You can fill up as many spaces as 
you want, as long as you put only one thing in each space. This is not a 
test, all your answers are right. You don't have to do any at all if you 
don't want to. 

WHO AN I? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 



APPENDIX B 

FAVORITE GAMES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES--NEIGHBORHOOD LOCATIONS 

Table A-I. Favorite Games 

Total Percent Inside Percent Outside 
Game Frequency Neighborhood Neighborhood 

Football 73 45.2 54.8 
Baseball 72 47.2 52.8 
Soccer 62 38.7 61.3 
Tag 55 87.3 12.7 
Kickball 49 53.1 46.9 
Basketball 42 40.5 59.5 
Hide -and -Seek 38 89.5 10.5 
Trench 28 32.1 67.9 
Capture the Fl.'lg 19 42.1 57.9 
Tennis 19 21.1 78.9 
Softball 16 31. 3 69.7 
Volleyball 10 40.0 60.0 
Frisbee 8 75.0 25.0 
Bombarde 7 14.3 85.7 
Jump Rope 7 71.4 28.6 
Army 7 100.0 0 
Catch 6 100.0 0 
Rugby 5 40.0 60.0 
TV Tag 5 80.0 20.0 
Marbles 5 100.0 0 
Ghost in the Graveyard 5 80.0 20.0 
Dodgeball 5 20.0 80.0 
Track 4 50.0 50.0 
Cops and Robbers 4 100.0 0 
Smear the Queer 4 50.0 50.0 
Combination 4 25.0 75.0 
Field Hockey 3 66.7 33.3 
Water Polo 3 33.3 66.7 
Freeze Tag 3 66.7 33.3 
Keep Away 3 100.0 0 
Stoopball 3 0 100.0 
Chase 2 100.0 0 
Foot Race 2 50.0 50.0 
Chinese Tag 2 50.0 50.0 
Bicycle Race 2 0 100.0 
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Table A-1.--Continued 

Total Percent Inside Percent Outside 
Game Frequency Neighborhood Neighborhood 

Steal Erasers 2 50.0 50.0 
House 2 100.0 0 
Stuck in the Mud 2 50.0 50.0 
Handball 2 0 100.0 
Croquet 2 0 100.0 
Manhunt 2 50.0 50.0 
Sardines 2 50.0 50.0 
Tackle (Football ) Tag 2 0 100.0 
Three Flies Up 2 50.0 50.0 
Circle Soccer 2 50.0 50.0 
Quiz 2 50.0 50.0 
Trick Kickball 2 50.0 50.0 
Alaska Soccer 2 50.0 50.0 
Killer 2 50.0 50.0 
Kick the Can 2 50.0 50.0 
Pinnoccio 1 0 100.0 
Jacks 1 100.0 0 
Spud 1 100.0 0 
Two-Square 1 100.0 0 
Slot Car Race 1 100.0 0 
Pickle 1 100.0 0 
Marco Polo 1 100.0 0 
Horses 1 100.0 0 
Nother May I 1 100.0 0 
Bicycle Tag 1 100.0 0 
Charades 1 100.0 0 
Rock Soccer 1 0 100.0 
Racquetball 1 0 100.0 
Badminton 1 100.0 0 
Dynamite 1 100.0 0 
Shoot Baskets 1 0 100.0 
Pillow Game 1 0 100.0 
Colored Eggs 1 100.0 0 
Four Square 1 0 100.0 
Hiding Things 1 100.0 0 
Tackle 1 100.0 0 
Wrestling 1 100.0 0 
B1indman's Buff 1 100.0 0 
Backstop 1 100.0 0 
Space Invaders 1 100.0 0 

Long Base 1 0 100.0 
Miniature Golf 1 0 100.0 



Game 

Steal the Bacon 
Tetherball 
Table Tennis 
Scavenger Hunt 
Famine and Flood 
Cat and Mouse 
Store 

Total 

Table A-1.--Continued 

Total Percent Inside 
Frequency Neighborhood 

1 100.0 
1 100.0 
1 100.0 
1 0 
1 100.0 
1 100.0 
1 100.0 ---

647 53.5 
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Percent Outside 
Neighborhood 

0 
0 
0 

100.0 
0 
0 
0 ---

46.5 



~ctivity 

Bicycle Riding 
Swimming 
Reading 
Arts and Crafts 
Roller Skating 
Board, Card Games 
Pets l 

Running (Jogging) 
Music 
Television 
General Play ("Mess 

Around") 
Collecting2 

Hiking 
Skateboarding 
Writing 
Horseback Riding 
Play with Toys 
Gymnastics 
Mathematics 
Ice Skating 
Embroidery 
Traveling 
Shopping 
Chores 
Hunting and Fishing 
Listening to Music 
Model Building 
Tree Climbing 
Camping 
Walking 
Video Games 
Movies 
Scouts 
Kite Flying 

Table A-2. Favorite Other Activities 

Total 
Frequency 

84 
61 
31 
31 
30 
28 
26 
22 
19 
16 

16 
14 
11 

8 
8 
8 
7 
7 
6 
6 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 

Percent Inside 
Neighborhood 

59.5 
47.5 
83.9 
77 .4 
43.3 
96.4 
84.6 
50.0 
57.9 

100.0 

75.0 
64.3 
o 

50.0 
87.5 
o 

100.0 
57.1 
50.0 
o 

83.3 
o 
o 

100.0 
o 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

o 
75.0 
50.0 
o 
o 

33.3 
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Percent Outside 
Neighborhood 

40.5 
52.5 
16.1 
22.6 
.56.7 

3.6 
15.4 
50.0 
42.1 
o 

25.0 
35.7 

100.0 
50.0 
12.5 

100.0 
o 

42.9 
50.0 

100.0 
16.7 

100.0 
100.0 

o 
100.0 

o 
o 
o 

100.0 
25.0 
50.0 

100.0 
100.0 
66.7 

lpets mentioned were dogs, cats, mice, fish, birds (ducks, geese, 
chickens), turtles, gerbils, guinea pigs, and horses. 

2Co1lections mentioned were stamps, rocks, shells, dolls, insects, 
ceramic animals, cans, and "junk". 
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Table A-2.--Continued 

Total Percent Inside Percent Outside 
Activity Frequency Neighborhood Neighborhood 

Spelling 2 0 100.0 
Science 2 0 100.0 
Skiing 2 0 100.0 
Dancing 2 0 100.0 
Cooking 2 100.0 0 
Gardening 2 100.0 0 
Sledding 2 0 100.0 
Shooting 2 0 100.0 
Hiding 2 50.0 50.0 
Dumpster Exploring 2 50.0 50.0 
Thinking 2 100.0 0 
Boating 2 0 100.0 
Digging 1 100.0 0 
Puzzles and Brain Teasers 1 100.0 0 
Movie Making 1 0 100.0 
Playing Star Wars 1 100.0 0 
Talking on Telephone 1 100.0 0 
Watching Horse and 

Dog Races 1 0 100.0 
Water fighting 1 100.0 0 
Swinging 1 100.0 0 
Amusement Parks 1 0 100.0 
Babysitting 1 100.0 0 
Go-Carts 1 100.0 0 
School 1 100.0 0 
Weight Lifting 1 100.0 0 
Bat boy 1 100.0 0 
Watch Baseball 1 0 100.0 
Help High School 

Swim Team 1 100.0 0 
Photography 1 0 100.0 
Archery 1 0 100.0 
Pogo Stick 1 100.0 0 
Exercise 1 100.0 0 
Building Forts 1 100.0 0 --

Total 544 60.1 39.9 
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APPENDIX C 

COMMUNICATIONS TO PARENTS, CONSENT FORMS, 
AND HUMAN SUBJECTS COMMITTEE APPROVAL 

GENERAL PERMISSION FORM 

Jim Sell, from the University of Arizona Geography Department, will be 
doing a study at School about children's conceptions of their 
neighborhoods. This study involves asking children in the 4th, 5th, and 
6th grades at school about their neighborhoods and what they do there. 
They will also be asked some questions about themselves and their friends. 

There is no danger of any kind from this study. The information will be 
used to provide ideas on how to better plan neighborhoods for children, 
and to discover how the neighborhood can be better related to education. 
All information will be confidential. 

We would like to ask your child to volunteer to help with this study. 
If you agree to allow your child to do this, please mark the appropriate 
box below, sign it, and give your address and phone number. 

Sincerely, 

Principal 

D 

D 

o 

Yes, I give my permission for 
volunteer for this study. 

to 

I would like some more information before I decide whether or not 
I will give my permission. 

No, I do not give my perm~ss~on. 

Phone (Home) Parent's Signature ---------, -------
Phone (Work) Address ---------------------------
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FOLLOWUP LETTER 

October 7, 1980 

Last spring, Jim Sell of the University of Arizona began a study at 
School about children and their neighborhoods. This involves 

children in the 4th, 5th, and 6th grades, and we would like to ask 
you for permission to ask your child to participate. The following 
information will tell you more about the study. 

At school is a large air photo of the 
is using this air photo to ask the children to 
where their friends live, where they play, and 
to be their neighborhood. 

School area. Mr. Sell 
locate where they live, 
the area they consider 

Later, the children will be asked to list some things about themselves 
and their neighborhoods. They will also be asked to take a "Locus of 
Control Test", which is a set of questions for children that shows 
something about how much they feel responsible for the things that 
happen to them. This is just to get an idea about how their neighbor­
hood activities may help them in their personal development. 

This study has been approved by the school district and the University 
of Arizona, and it involves people in the geography and psychology de­
partments in the university. It will also help the children learn some 
basic information about maps and location, and also neighborhoods. 

Mr. Sell is doing his work at on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
and would be happy to show you the air photo and the questions the 
children are being asked, if you would like to come and see. 

We will not ask the children to volunteer for the study unless we have 
signed parents' permission. If you would fill out and return the at­
tached permission slip with your answer as soon as possible, we would 
be grateful. 

~---------Jim Sell 
, Principal 

Department of Geography 
University of Arizona 
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SMALL SAMPLE LETTER 

March 26, 1981 

Dear Parents, 

As you know, I have been interviewing children at School 
about their neighborhoods. I would like to ask for your cooperation 
in further studies involving These in-
clude asking the children to show me around their neighborhood, take 
some photographs of places (camera and film will be furnished), keep 
a short diary of places visited, and generally talk about what the 
neighborhood means to them. I would also like to ask you some 
questions about the neighborhood and what you feel to be its 
advantages and disadvantages for raising children. 

The study will last from March until the end of the school year, 
although I will be working with each selected child only occasionally 
during that time. There is no risk of any harm from this study; as a 
geographer I am mainly concerned with the places used by the children 
in their everyday activities and the meaning these places may have 
for them. All information will be considered confidential and you or 
your child can withdraw from the study at any time. 

I will be contacting you soon about this study; in the meantime, if 
you have any questions, or do not wish to have your child participate, 
please call me at 626-1526, weekdays, or at 
School (791-6386). 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Sell 
Research Associate 

JS/daf 
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CONSENT FORM: SMALL SAMPLE 

SUBJECT'S CONSENT: 

Children and the Neighborhood 

This is a study of the way children feel about their neighbor­
hoods and what they do there. By doing this we hope to learn more 
about neighborhoods and how to make them better. To finish the study, 
some things have to be done with the children in the neighborhood. 
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These things are: drawing a map of the neighborhood, taking a walking 
tour of the neighborhood with each child, keeping a diary of places 
visited for a while, taking some pictures of places, and talking about 
the places in the neighborhood. The study will last 3 months, from April 
to the end of June. This will not take much time, the map-drawing and 
tour can be done in about 2 hours. The diary will take a few minutes 
each day for 3 week long periods (1 each month); it involves marking 
places visited on an air photo and keeping a record of what things ,,,ere 
done there and who else was there. The picture taking will be of impor­
tant places 1n the neighborhood, and this the children can do on their 
own time. 

After talking to the children at school, Mr. Sell has decided to 
ask to volunteer to help in this study. 

the 

There are no risks of any sort in this study. Mr. Sell will keep all 
the records and will allow no one else to see them. In the final 
report, no real names of people or the streets or elementary school 
will be used. The children (and parents) are free to withdraw from 
study at any time. There is no cost to children or parents, and it 
hoped tha~ this will help children learn more about their home area. 
you have any questions, Mr. Sell will be happy to answer them. 

1S 

If 

I have read the above summary of the study and I understand what 
the study is doing and that there is no risk to me. I also understand 
that I don't have to do anything I don't want to do. 

Child's Signature Date -------
Parent or Guardian Date ------

There are two copies of this consent form. One will be given to 
you, and the other will be kept on file at the University of Arizona. 
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