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ABSTRACT 

I 

Male heterosexual prostitution, women paying men for sexual 

services, is seldom mentioned in discussions of prostitution. 

While virtually ignored by Bocial scientists, it has received attention 

1n several recent magazine and newspaper articles. 

This paper reports the results of analyses of this literature. 

A typology of prostitute roles based on type of payment and organi

zational affiliation is presented and discussed. Control theory 

is used to explain the rise in female sexual deviance. 

II 

This paper investigates the relevance of gender for labelling 

and its effect on adolescent delinquent self-conceptions in a sample 

of high school students. The sensitivity of females to the attitudes 

of others in their self-concept formation served as the basis for 

the formulation of several hypotheses regarding delinquent identity 

development and its consequences for male and female self-esteem. 

Boys were more likely than girls to have delinquent identities 

and to feel they were labelled as delinquent. The association 

between delinquent identities and labels varied by gender. Among 

those labelled as delinquent, girls are more likely than boys to 

have a delinquent identity. Both delinquent identities and labels 

ix 



x 

have negative effects on self-esteem. Among those youth with delinquent 

identities and high school educated fathers, delinquent identities 

have a stronger negative effect on self-esteem. Strain theory 

was used to explain the conditional effect of father's education. 

III 

Large numbers of married women have entered the workforce 

during the past twenty years. This paper investigates effects 

of social position on choice of significant others in a sample 

of married couples. 

It is argued that working increases a person's social network 

of significant others, that not working results in a smaller network 

of significant others and greater dependence on them and the insti

tutions with which they are associated. Female self-esteem is 

more dependent on marital quality. Spouse appreciation and marital 

quality are related to self-esteem, though the association varies 

by the self-esteem measure used. Marital quality and spouse 

appreciation are important for male and female self-esteem. These 

findings are consistent with previous research which shows that 

fer both men and women similar social positions produce similarities 

in thought and behavivr. 



PART I 

NEW FACES IN THE WORLD'S "OLDEST PROFESSION I1
: 

THE EMERGENCE OF MALE HETEROSEXUAL PROSTITUTION 

Prostitution bas tbe dubious distinction of being tbe world's 

l10ldest profession." One autbor suggests tbat "our natural interests 

with and curiosities about it [prostitution] are our oldest preoccu-

pationl1 (Foltz, 1979:105). A variety of motives, ranging from 

moral to prurient to scientific, bave been offered to explain tbis 

preoccupation. This interest has generated a sizeable literature 

. f' . I on var~ous aspects 0 prost1tut10n. 

Despite tbe diversity of motives for studying prostitution 

and the diversity of perspectives used in studying it (e.g., psy-

cbiatric, psychological, sociological), most studies of prostitution 

share a common assumption: women are prostitutes; men are customers. 

Mention of the subject of prostitution is likely to evoke an image 

of women supplying sexual favors to men in exchange for money. 

Men are often mentioned in studies of prostitution. These 

studies usually present men in several roles: exploiting female 

prostitutes, e.~., pimps, police, landlords (Sheehy, 1973; Heyl, 

1977), tbeir role as customers (Winich, 1962), or their involvement 

ISeveral books that provide good overviews of tbis literature 
are Benjamin and Masters (1964), Miller (1978), and Winick and 
Kinsie (1971). Foltz (1979) in a recent article also provides 
a brief introduction to this extensive literature. 

1 



1n homosexual prostitution (Miller, 1978). Rarely is mention made 

of men being paid by women for sexual services. Male heterosexual 

prostitution is said to be rare for biological reasons.2 It has 

also been dismissed as merely male wishful thinking or a myth created 

by them (Bell, 1976:261). Virtually nothing has been written about 

male heterosexual prostitution by sociologists. 

A survey of recent popular literature, however, suggests 

several insights into male heterosexual prostitution. First, it 

may not be quite as rare as usually portrayed by some authors. 

Secondly, contingent upon larger sociocultural changes, especially 

those associated with the status and roles of women and the ideology 

surrounding female sexuality, the number of male heterosexual prosti·· 

tutes may be increasing. Finally, the assumption that the gigolo 

is the exemplar of male prostitution appears to be mistaken. Several 

2Both Esselstyn (1968) and Rosemblum (1975) discuss biological 
reasons for the scarcity of male heterosexual prostitutes. Esselstyn 
0968:132) writes: "Occasionally, males are paid a fee by women 
for sexual purposes; but this is rare, and there are obvious physical 
limitations which diminish its utility as a way for the male to 
make his living." If the prostitute is requested primarily to 
engage in intercourse with his female customers, perhaps one might 
agree that problems with gaining and maintaining erections might 
pose problems for most prostitutes. However, other forms of sexual 
behavior, for example, oral sex or forms of dominance/submission 
may not require the ability to have several erections per session, 
and the greater acceptability of sexual behaviors other than inter
course, e.g, oral sex, may increase the ability of males to provide 
sexual services. It seems that the "physical limitations" argument 
might hold for those forms of sexual requests that require intercourse, 
but it io an empirical question whether "physical limitations" 
hold for other forms of sexual requests (e.g., oral sex) or for 
that matter intercourse itself. Perhaps there are certain "trade 
secreta" that help to overcome these "physical limitations." This 
oect:'.H to be an empirical question not something that can be decided 
a prlorl. 

2 
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other types of male heterosexual prostitutes appear to be currently 

working in the United States. 

The purpose of this paper is to make a contribution to 

our understanding of this neglected aspect of human social behavior, 

male heterosexual prostitution. This paper marks the beginning 

of a larger project concerned with the subject and represents the 

only direct sociological investigation of male heterosexual prostitution 

currently available. 3 The study of male prostitution provides 

a unique opportunity to explore a number of issues related to the 

effect of gender on behavior and to explore similarities and differences 

between men and women in modern society. The study is seen as 

a general contribution to the growing literature on gender and 

its relationship to crime and deviance (Adler and Simon, 1979; 

Harris and Hill, 1982) and to the social psychological area of 

personality and social structure (House, 1981). 

Male Prostitution 

Gagnon's (1968:592) definition of prostitution reflects 

both popular and social scientific images of prostitution as it 

has been practiced historically. 

Prostitution is the granting of sexual access on a relatively 
indiscriminate basis for payment either in money or goods, 
depending on the complexity of the local economic system. 
Payment is acknowledged to be for a specific sexual perfor
mance. Prostitution is a service that may be performed 

3 The next stage of this research project will be to conduct 
interviews with prostitutes representing the types ,)f prostitutes 
in Table 2. Some of the issues to be addressed are outlined in 
the summary section of this paper as well as in the body of the 
text itself. 



by eitber males or females and for eitber males or females, 
although in nearly all societies acts of prostitution are 
commonly performed by females for males or by males for 
males. 

When male prostitution is mentioned in the prostitution 

literature, two types are likely to be discussed, tbe male homosexual 

prostitute and the gigolo. Usually tbe former rather tban the 

latter is tbe more likely of tbe two to be mentioned. At least 

one author, noting tbe rarity of male beterosexua1 prostitution, 

reserves tbe term male prostitute exclusively for men wbo provide 

sexual outlets for other men for a fee (Esse1styn, 1968:132). 

Interest in male homosexual prostitution has generated a small 

research literature (e.g., Reiss, 1964; Pittman, 1971; Hiller, 

1978; Allen, 1980). 

Hale heterosexual prostitution, wben it is mentioned, bas 

been discussed under the heading of "gigolos." Crooks and Baur 

(1983 :640) mention gigolos, men wbo provide sexual services for 

women in exchange for money and/or gifts, in their discussion of 

prostitution. Tbey suggest the role of the gigolo is similar to 

tbe call girl because he usually acts as a social companion as 

well as a sexual partner to bis customers. His customers are said 

to be middle-aged women seeking tbe attentions of attractive young 

men (Crooks and Baur, 1983:640). Crook and Baur note tbat wbile 

it is unknown bow common this type of male prostitution is, it 

is probably far less common tban female prostitution. 

Miller (1978) also mentions male prostitution in a book 

describing various types of deviance as types of deviant work. 

4 



In a chapter entitled "Sex as Deviant Work," Miller constructs 

a typology of prostitution work roles (Table 1). The typology 

is constructed by using two variables, customer exclusivity and 

organizational affiliation. Male heterosexual prostitutes are 

classified as exclusive and independent. These are prostitutes 

who cater to a select and exclusive clientele and work independently 

of a larger organization of prostitution. 

While the authors cited above note the existence and the 

apparent rarity of male prostitution, their treatments of the subject 

are brief and superficial. A more extensive sociological treatment 

of male heterosexual prostitution has yet to be written. Though 

sociologists have virtually ignored male prostitution, the subject 

has not suffered the same fate in other hands. Several recent 

magazine and newspaper articles have explored several aspects of 

male heterosexual prostitution. Most of these ~rticles are based 

on interviews with male prostitutes and their female customers. 

These articles provide a source of data and a unique opportunity 

to explore male prostitution. 

The remainder of the paper presents the results of an analysis 

of the popular literature on male heterosexual prostitution. Contrary 

to the practice of the authors cited above, rather than grouping 

all males who are paid by women for sexual services under a single 

type of prostitute (e.g., gigolo), a clearer picture of male prosti

tution is captured by using several types of prostitute roles. 

A two-dimensional typology of male het~rosexual prostitute roles 

was constructed and is presented in the next section of the paper. 

5 



Table 1. Typology of Prostitute Work Roles. 

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION 

CUSTOMER EXCLUSIVITY 

High 

Low 

High 

Exclusive Affiliated 

• High Status Brothel 

Non-Exc lus i ve 
Affiliated 

• Brothel: Female 
and Male* 

• Massage Parlor 
• Transsexual 

* Male Homosexual Prostitute 

Source: Miller, 1978 

Low 

Exclusive Independent 

• Ca11 Girl 
• Ca11 Boy* 
• Male Heterosexual 

and Female 
Heterosexual 

Non-Exclusive 
Independent 

• "Hooker" 
• "Hustler" 
• Modeling-Photo 

Studio 

6 



Method 

The analysis is based on a qualitative methodology. The 

available popular literature on male prostitution presented a useful 

way of gaining entry into tbis unexplored area of social behavior. 

The analysis is concerned with the identification, classification, 

and description of male prostitute roles. As an exploratory study 

tbe intent is to outline the basic contours of the subject area 

and to suggest a research agenda that might profitably be pursued 

by other researchers. 

The method used bere places certain limits on the nature 

and scope of tbe study. The conclusions are limited by tbe questions 

asked, the issues investigated, and tbe finrlings reported by otbers. 

The analysis and subsequent findings re(.t on the assumption that 

the material collected and analyzed rppresents a truthful account 

of male prostitution. Only with the .lid of additional research 

can the validity and value of tbe data assembled here be determined 

with any degree of certainty. 

All the available literature pertaining to male prostitution 

was collected. The search included botb social science and popular 

literatures. Very little was found in the social science literature 

on the subject; a small popular literature on the subject was found 

and serves as the basis for the analysis. The analysis is based 

on twelve articles and one book which are presented in Table 2. 

Some of the material comes from sources with large circulations. 

This material has a potential for influencing certain groups of 

7 



Table 2. Material Collected on Male Heterosexual Prostitution. 

Author Article Title 

Cabot "I Slept With A 
Male Prostitute" 

Chadwick "Escorts for Hire" 

Coombs "Portrait of an 
Aging Hustler" 

Geneson "Secrets of a Male 

Greene 

Haddad 

Jessries 

Lawren 

Morgenstern 

Plachy 

Sherman 

Sherman 

Ramsey 

Prostitute il 

"Gigolos: Males 
for Sale" 

''Male Bordellos: 
Supermarkets 
With a Slant" 

"Confessions of a 
Male Prostitute" 

''Male Prostitu
tion: The Third 
Man" 

"How to Make Love 
to a Woman" 

"For Women Only-
How it Feels to 
be a Male Hooker" 

"Part One: Male 
Prostitution: 
Women Who Buy Men" 

''Male Prostitution 
IV: The All-
American Stripper" 

Gigolos--The World's 

Location Date 

Playgirl February 1983 

Cosmopolitan July 1981 

New York December 3, 1979 
Magazine 

Cosmopolitan June 1982 

Hustler July 1980 

Coast (17) September 1976 

Cosmopolitan May 1980 

Penthouse June 1983 

Penthouse October 1980 

Village March 7. 1977 
Voice 

Penthouse July 1982 

Penthouse December 1982 

Best KeEt Men 

8 



people by providing a portrait of male prostitution as legitimate 

and acceptable sexual behavior. 

The material was read several times. No predetermined 

set of codes or categories were used. The research literature 

on female pr08titution was also consulted. This literature helped 

to suggest some of the dimensions used to structure the collected 

material and to provide a basis for comparing male and female prosti

tutes. 

Two additional works helped provide structure to the analysis, 

Hirschi's (1962) article on the professional prostitute and Miller's 

(1978) book on deviant work. Both were useful in suggesting analysis 

categories and an orientation (viewing deviance as work or an occupa

tion) for organizing the material after some familiarity with 

it was gained. 

A Typology of Male Prostitute Roles 

Constructing the Typology 

Several attempts have been made to classify female prostitutes 

and male homosexual prostitutes (e.g., Benjamin and Masters, 1964; 

Miller, 1978). These attempts have been criticized by Esselstyn 

(1968:128). He argues there is little agreement on the types of 

prostitutes currently operating and that the utility of such a 

classification would be limited and questionable. He also argues 

that shortly after its construction, a classification system would 

probably be outdated. 

9 



Miller (1978) suggests one problem with earlier classification 

schemes stems from their reliance upon implicit rather than explicit 

criteria. To overcome tbe shortcomings of earlier classification 

schemes, Miller constructed a typology of prostitution work roles 

based upon the croos-classification of two variables, customer 

exclusivity and organizational affiliation (Table 1). 

The analysis of the male prostitution literature indicates 

that several types of male prostitute roles exist rather than tbe 

single type represented by Miller's category of "exclusive and 

independent." This categorization fails to adequately differentiate 

between the various type~ of male prostitutes. Consequently some 

modification in Miller's typology appears to be necessary. 

To highlight the differences between the several types 

of male prostitutes noted in the analysis, another typology was 

constructed. The new classification uses only one of Miller's 

variables, organizational affiliation. Replacing Miller's variable 

of "customer exclusivity" is a variable which reflects tbe ~ 

of payment received by the prostitute for rendering his services. 

Several of the prostitutes tell of being paid for only 

a apecific sexual act or "session" of sexual activity. Others 

mention being kept for varying lengths of time by their clients. 

They receive not only monetary remuneration but also sucb things 

as vacations, clothing, housing, food, and expensive gifts. This 

latter type of payment also involves the provision of nonsexual 

services for tbeir clients. These services may include providing 

10 
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companionship, going shopping, or accompanying the client to parties 

or on vacations. 

Use of "type of payment received" provides a clearer differ-

entiation between the male prostitution roles and is consistent 

with Gagnon's (1968:592) discussion of prostitution. Gagnon highlights 

the "immediate nexus between money and sexuality as a crucial part 

of the prostitute-customer relationship." The variable of "type 

of payment received" clearly captures this aspect of the prostitute-

customer relationship. 

The typology presented in Table 3, then, represents a classi-

fication of male heterosexual prostitution roles based on two rela-

tionships: (1) the prostitute-customer relationship and (2) the 

relationship (or lack of it) between the prostitute and an organization 

directly involved in prostitution or which merely facilitates the 

efforts of the prostitute in procuring customers. The typology 

represents the types of male heterosexual prostitute roles that 

are currently being practiced in the United States. 

Descriptions of Male 
Prostitute Roles 

Descriptions of the male prostitute roles are presented 

below. These descriptions are merely skeletal outlines illustrating 

some of the main features of the different prostitute roles. The 

sketchy nature of the descriptions is a product of the descriptions 



Table 3. A Typology of Male Heterosexual Prostitute Roles. 

ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATION 

PAYMENT RECEIVED 

For Specific Sexual 
Acts 

For Specific Sexual 
Acts and Additional 
"Services" 

Low 

(A) 

• "Hustler" 
0,4,5,7, 
8,9,11,13)* 

(C) 

• "Gigolo" 
(13) 

* Numbers refer to articles in Table 1. 

High 

(B) 

• Brothel 
• Male Dancer 
• Referral 

Service 
(2,6,8,9,10,12) 

(D) 

• Escort 
(3,10) 
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The "Hustler". The hustler is self:"'employed and is paid 

by the customer for a specific "session" of sexual activity lasting 

from one to two hours. The hustlers provide services to women, 

men, or couples (several hustlers mentioned they were bisexual). 

Prices range from $50 to $150 per session. Some hustlers report 

going to bars, hotels, and resort areas to find new customers. 

Others advertise in local "adult" papers or "swinging" magazines 

to locate new customers. Referrals from former customers also 

appear to be another source of new customers. Interviews with 

several hustlers illustrate several ways in which they entered 

prostitution. The following quote tells how one man became a hustler. 

One day I happened to read an article in a men's magazine 
about a guy in Massachusetts who advertised in underground 
newspapers as a "masseur." Apparently he'd gotten a lot 
of response from those ads. So I decided to put an ad 
in the paper, just to see what would happen (Lawren, 1983: 
116) • 

The next account shows how a chance encounter played a 

role in one young man's decision to become a hustler. Jon, now 

in his mid-30s, entered prostitution while in college. He had 

been in the business for 14 years at the time of the interview. 

During his freshman year at a New York City university, he worked 

as a night clerk at a hotel. The wife of one of his professors 

introduced him to prostitution. One night after work, she stopped 

him on the street and asked if he would like to go to her apartment 

and talk. Later, they had sex. She made him promise that he would 

visit her at the same time next week. Jon is quoted as saying: 



Sure, I said, although I wasn't really convinced I wanted 
to get involved with her--she seemed extremely possessive, 
the sort of women I usually avoid. To my surprise, however, 
I discovp.red two crisp $100 bills in my coat pocket. • •• 
Naturally, I immediately quit my job at the hotel (Jessries, 
1980:236). 

Another hustler tells of being invited to the apartment of one 

of the women partners at a law firm where he worked as a law clerk. 

After dinner, they went to her apartment where he ended up spending 

the night. Upon returning home the next JOOrning, he found three 
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one-hundred dollar bills in his pocket. Commenting on his experience, 

he said: "Before long she introduced me to a few of her friends. 

I had a fancier client list than the firm" (Morgenstern, 1980 :74). 

One would expect that the hustler's volume of trade would 

vary somewhat with the specialties practiced (e.g., couples only, 

massage, sadism and/or machochism), as well as with the prostitute's 

sexual talents and general attractiveness. While some specialties 

were mentioned in the literature, the range of services offered 

and the numbers of women asking and paying for such services dre 

unknown. 

Some information exists regarding the number of customers 

seen by hustlers. One hustler said he has a regular clientele 

of about 10 women whom he sees on weekdays because JOOst of them 

are married (Rauwey, 1978:65). Another hustler, who had worked 

for only seven months, reported seeing 50 women. No mention was 

made regarding the frequency of contact with the 50 women (Plachy, 

1977) • 
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After making contact, the prostitute and the customer negotiate 

a time and the place where business is to be transacted. Business 

is usually conducted at the hustler's home or apartment (sometimes 

rented only for business purposes) or at a place of the customer's 

own choosing (e.g., the customer's home, apartment, or hotel room). 

Descriptions of prostitutes affiliated with organizations 

that either directly or indirectly facilitate contact with potential 

customers and who are paid for a specific session of sexual activity 

are presented next. Three roles were identified in this category: 

the house prostitute, the male dancer, and the referral service 

prostitute. 

The House Prostitute. Two articles state male bordellos 

or houses of prostitution which provide sexual services for women 

do not exist (Cabot, 1982; Sherman, 1982). Another article, however, 

provides a brief description of a West Coast brothel which provides 

sexual services exclusively for women (Haddad, 1976). This brothel, 

the so-called "Sears and Roebuck of Male Prostitution," is one 

of several such houses in San Francisco's Marina District. The 

article's author writes that "one ingeniously anonymous street 

boasts over half a dozen male bordellos" (Haddad, 1976:26). 

The brothels are frequented by suburban housewives and 

college students. Many of the brothels employ two or three men. 

One brothel, however, claims that a woman can find any type of 

man or romance she has ever fantasized about. Twelve men are employed 

at the brothel. These men are described in the following way. 



The twelve guys here run the gamut from Latin lovers to 
Robert Redfords, to young lIingenues J" to exotic she iks. 
We have seven different nationalities; circumcized or not; 
gay, straight, bisexual; tall, short, bushy-haired, cue
ball bald; and ranging in age from eighteen to thirty-six. 
Our customers are among the most faithful in the business. 
Actually, these men come and go. Some stick around for 
a year or so, some skip town after a few weeks, and the 
rotten apples work for one or two nights, then go spend 
their money on booze and broads. Of course, they come 
back begging me to take them in again, which I never do 
(Madame Kondo, quoted in Haddad, 1976:26). 

Several articles on female brothels (Bryan, 1965; Heyl, 

1977) suggest the female prostitutes usually go through a training 

period or lIapprenticeshipll before they become full-working employees. 

No mention is made of a similar training period for any of the 

male prostitutes. 
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The madame of the brothel said she used to personally "audition" 

potential employees. Now because of her lack of interest and inclina-

tion to audition them, she simply trusts the potential prostitute's 

abilities. The lack of a comparable training period for male 

prostitutes may be attributable to the fact that males usually 

have more sexual experience than females. 

The madame quoted above mentioned she had a similar business 

in Honolulu. III used to be more active when I started out in Honolulu, 

but I'm more into the money angle now. In less than two years, 

I've built this up into Frisco's [sicl leading male bordello. 

I've even got the underworld interested in this type of supermarket" 

(Haddad, 1976:27). 

Prices in the brotbel start at $30 per half hour, depending 

on what the customer wants. The prostitutes keep half the money. 



Four men are usually available. Few of the men can physically 

stand more than three hours a day, so each man gets a break after 

two customers. 

It is difficult at this time to say just how many brothels 

exist. Haddad's (1976) article, quoted above, is about nine years 

old. Things may have changed considerably since then. If brothels 

prove profitable and the so-called "underworld" becomes interested, 

as they have with female prostitution (Sheehy, 1971), investments 

in this type of prostitution may spawn more brothels in other cities. 

One author's comnents on male brothels are relevant here. 

Let's face it, there are no brothels for women around, 
and there sure are plenty for men. 

The fact is, the practice of women paying men for sex 
is probably too recent to yet be truly organized. The 
idea has, however, been tried before. A Village Voice 
reporter revealed that ten years ago a female friend opened 
a luxurious "health spa" for lady executives. It was equipped 
with every convenience and a stable of handsome "masseurs." 
Only trouble was that in those days the women were too 
shy to ask for anything after the massage. The guys, disap
pointed by the lack of tips for "something extra," quit. 
The place folded (Sherman, 1983:125-26). 

Whether other brothels will experience a fate similar to 

the one mentioned above remains to be seen. Possibly today, some 

years later, especially in light of recent sociocultural changes 

to be discussed later in the paper, brothels may have more of a 

chance to flourish and prosper. 

The Male Dancer. Male dancers are mentioned in several 

accounts of male prostitution. The appearance of clubs where only 

women are allowed to watch male "exotic dancers" (male strippers) 
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is a recent development (Time, 1979).4 The explicit sexual nature 

of the occupation and the all-female audiences (males are seldom 

allowed) appear to be necessary ingredients for providing the dancers 

with opportunities for engaging in prostitution. 

Dressel and Petersen's (1983) study of male strippers is 

the only piece of scholarly research which directly mentions male 

prostitution; though even here, the subject is treated in a rather 

cursory manner. The authors write: 

Strippers also report being propositioned regularly 
by female customers. One stripper explained, "They see 
you half naked, and some think about getting [you] in bed." 

Another dancer said, "[one woman] asked me how III.Ich 
I cost." I said, "I don't even know your name." She said, 
"You don't need to know my name, you just need to know 
my game •• " 

A third dancer reinforced the notion that some women 
prefer to pay for sexual services of the men: "A lot do 
it for the excitement of being able to pay for it •••• 
r used to say it's free but they wanted to pay." Those 
who have accepted propcsitions report becoming involved 
in such activities as a woman's escort on out-of-town trips, 
participating in threesomes, and engaging in sadism-masochism 
(p. 157). 

The quotation above draws attention to the direct initiation of 

sexual interest by women in the audience. 

Another source suggests that the dancers may play a more 

active role in initiating contact than Dressel and Petersen suggest. 

A dancer is reported to have approached the article's author after 

4Recently, on a visit to Illinois, I was told that 8 number 
of bars now have what is called "lock-outs." This refers to a 
practice where on certain evenings, either males or females are 
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"locked out." Those allowed to enter the establishment are entertained 
by dancers ("strippers") of the opposite sex. 



taking his turn at dancing. She writes: "He managed to touch 

each of us, while letting us know that more intimacy would co~t 
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money" (Cabot, 1982 :107). After asking how much this "extra intimacy" 

would cost, the dancer said: ''My rates start at fifty dollars 

and go up from there. It's all negotiable, and satisfaction's 

guaranteed or you don't have to pay" (Cabot, 1982:107). The dancer 

then gave the author of the article his "business" card. This 

description shows some dancers are more directly involved in initiating 

contact with potential customers than Dressel and Petersen's study 

indicates. 

Male dancers may conduct their prostitution activities 

in the parking lot of the club in a van or car. On other occasions, 

the dancers will make arrangements to meet at a place of the customer's 

own choosing. 

The Referral Service Prostitute. This prostitute also 

uses his association with an organization to facilitate the procurement 

of new customers. Referrals from a referral service provide the 

prostitute with customers. A fee is paid for the use of the referral 

service. The remainder of the money collect~d from the c~stomer 

belongs to th~ prostitute. 

The services provided by this type referral serV1ce need 

to be distiuguished from the services provided by more reputable 

escort services. The services offered by the referral service 

are purely sexual though they may be advertised as being legitimate 

(e.g., massage or companionship). Lynn RamBey (1978:50) writes: 



Off the street, and on a higher social level, there are 
telephone referral services that call themselves escort 
services yet arrange sexual encounters between men and 
men and much less frequently between men and women •••• 
There are at least 20 such organizations • • • which are 
run much like a high-class call girl service. • •• Because 
they are illegal, the clientele must rely as much on reputation 
of the service as the service does on the discretion of 
the clientele. 

One New York referral service prostitute, who is 43 and 

still in demand, told Ramsey: 

The service knows exactly what my talents are, and they 
screen people they send to me. It's all referral. I only 
work from six to midnight, and I can see two clients a 
night. My going rate is about $100, and I give the service 
one-third of that. Sometimes it varies. If the same person 
calls you back, then your stock goes up, and the ce=vice 
take~ less. Once the person calls back three times, you 
get almost all of it (Ramsey, 1978:51-52). 

Foltz (1979) studied referral service female prostitutes. 

She writes that higher prices are set in order to discourage all-

night sessions. Foltz also notes several ways in which the female 

p=ostitutes attempt to hurry the session in order to accommodate 

more customers in an evening. The limited treatment of this type 

of prostitute in the literature analyzed makes a comparison with 

Foltz's study very difficult. 

The Escort. Escort services have operated in Europe for 

decades and in the Far East for centuries but are fairly new to 

the United States (Chadwick, 1981:124).5 A recent article describes 

5 I WBS told by some friends in Colorado about two women, 
"with oil money," who ",ere looking for a chauffer. The two women, 
sisters in their late 50s, said that the pay would include a salary, 
personal use of a, sports car, clothing, and certain '~edroom" duties. 
The two women had approached a young man at a car rental counter 
in the airport in Denver to make their inquiry. 
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the "escorts for hire" business. Most of the business done by 

these agencies involves supplying women to serve as escorts for 

men. Women do, however, sometimes use these services. Similar 

to the male dancer, prostitutes working for legitimate escort services 

use the service as a way of meeting new customers. 

Unlike the referral services, many of the agencies or services 

maintain that they provide companions and are not fronts for call 

girl or call boy operations. One woman, who heads such an agency, 

a member of the Better Business Bureau and the New York Convention 

and Visitors Bureau, is quoted as saying: 

We've been in business for six years, and I've spent nearly 
all that time trying to sweep dirt off the words "escort 
service." In the past, many were prostitution rings, and 
some still are, so we fight that image all the time. Ours 
is legitimate, though. We tell our customers no sex (Chadwick, 
1981:125). 

It appears, however, that sex does sometimes take place 

after dinner or after a night on the town. Prices start at $125 

and go upward (Sherman, 1982:121). While the number of male escorts 

available appears to be small at present, agencies admit that with 

the number of women executives increasing their demand for straight 

male dates is on the upswing (Sherman, 1982:121). Many of these 

women, however, are simply looking for a suitable escort for a 

business or public function (e.g., a wedding), not necessarily 

for sex. As one male escort says~ "Some of my clients are traveling 

businesswomen who hire a date in every city to make male associates 

think they're very special--and also to keep them at a distance" 

(Chadwick, 1981:124). 



In an article on "Women Who Buy Men," Sherman (1982:121) 

writes: 

Simply, the need for a suitable escort for business functions 
initially prompted one thirty-five-year-old redheaded marketing
research executive to pay for the company of a man. As 
Sharon discovered, most men working for the IIlegit" escort 
services will not only accompany you through the night 
but Gometimes well into the night for a little extra. 
She professes that sex wasn't why she hired a date. After 
her first encounter, she surprised even herself. 

Sharon, somewhat wary of being alone in a strange town, decided 

to contact an escort service. The service checked her credit rating 

and accepted her credit card in payment for their services. Sharon 

remarks: "[The service] made it clear that the "good-looking, 

executive model' I requested could include sex in the $100 tab, 

but it wasn't necessary. Tips were optional" (Sherman, 1982:122). 

Upon returning to her hotel after dinner, the executive remarks: 

I figured "let's see where this leads." And it was wonderful. 
Knowing I was paying him and that he owed me, I felt more 
uninhibited and relaxed about sexually allowing him to 
take care of me, from everything to undressing to making 
the first move. • •• Just as he'd catered to me at dinner 
he catered to me in sex. I didn't worry about pleasing 
him. He was being paid to please me (Sherman, 1982:122). 

The Gigolo. Webster's Third New International Dictionary 

defines the gigolo as "a man living on the earnings of or supported 

by a woman; a professional dancing partner or male escort." As 

previously mentioned, for many the term ~le prostitute is synonymous 

with gigolo. Most people are likely to have a general image of 

the gigolo due to its prevalence in comtemporary culture (e.g., 

movies, novels, television shows). Gigolos, however, represent 

only one type of male prostitute: those who work independently 
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of an organization and who receive compensation, not only for sexual 

services but for nonsexual services as well. 

Rauwey, in her book Gigolos: The World's Best Kept Men, 

provides a historical look at gigolos in the United States and 

in several other countries. While she is primarily concerned with 

"those [gigolos] living off the very rich," she notes that there 

are men who live off women in every stratum of society. The defining 

characteristic of the gigolo is that along with providing sexual 

services, he provides other nonsexual services for payment in money 

and/or other nonmonetary terms (e.g., clothing, jewelry, housing, 

cars). Another important characteristic is the length of the rela-

tionship between the gigolo and his customer: it is usually con-

siderably longer than the one- or two-hour session of hustlers 

or the other types of prostitutes, lasting from weeks to months 

and, in some cases, even longer. These men are usually kept for 

as long as their customer's interest and money hold out. 

The gigolo's female counterpart appears to be the "mistress" 

who is housed, clothed, fed, and entertained by an admiring man. 

One young man tells about his experience as a gigolo. 

The first time I took money in exchange for sex was 
in 1973. I was twenty-one, wandering down the West Coast, 
and meeting a lot of fascinating women--one of them a mil
lionaire who'd invite all her friends to lavish--and wild 
--bashes at her mansion. • •• She was particularly attracted 
to younger men--like me • 

• • • I lived with Lenore for over two months, and 
every morning I'd find a fresh fifty-dollar bill on her 
bureau with a note reading, "This is for you." 
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••• Gradually I sensed that Lenore was falling in 
love with me, and I decided to exit; I simply wasn't interested 
in being her permanent lover (Geneson, 1982:116). 

The gigolo mentioned above moved from Lenore to a number of her 

friends. One of his best customers took him on a three-week trip 

to Europe on a business trip. 

Social Change and the Emergence 
of Male Prostitution 

Recent changes in social structure and culture have ~rovided 
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conditions conducive to the emergence of male heterosexual prostitution 

in the United States. A number of assumptions regarding sex-typed 

behavior have be ell the focus of sharp questioning by recent scbolarship 

(Dressel and Petersen, 1982; Kanter, 1977; Simon, 1975; Sayers, 

1982). Prominent among these assumptions are certain assumptions 

underlying human sexuality (Dressel and Petersen, 1982). Biological 

arguments offered to account for gender differences in sexual behavior 

(Yorburg, 1974) have been countered by evidence suggesting that 

differences may have their roots in cultural (ideology about male 

and female sexuality) (Siqusch et al., 1970; Heiman, 1975) and 

social structural factors (e.g., opportunities) (Kanter, 1977; 

Dressel and Petersen, 1983). 

The importance of structural opportunity for gender differences 

in sexual behavior is shown in an eight-montb study by Dressel 

and Petersen (1983). Through observation and semi-structured interviews 

with male dancers at several male strip clubs, they explored gender 

roles and sexuality. 



Dressel and Petersen observed that the audience usually 

included housewives, students, secretaries, and professionals, 

ranging in age from 18 to their 60s (1983:153). The women were 

observed as assertive; i.e, they initiated the expression of sexual 

interest, exploited the dancers, and reportedly propositioned the 

dancers regularly. 

Several dancers told the authors that some women preferred 

to pay for the sexual services they received. Dressel and Petersen 

(1983:158) argue their data challenges cultural stereotypes about 

the passivity of female sexuality. They write: 

We have suggested that women not only challenge stereotypes 
about passive female sexuality, but also engage in sexually
tinged behaviors with a lustiness heretofore stereotypic 
of males. What we have seen in the foregoing analysis 
is that when women encounter an opportunity structure supportive 
of and conducive to sexually assertive behavior--e.g., 
the homo social environment with its egalitarian motif and 
heterosexual imagery and contact--the potential is that 
some will become sexually assertive, and that some may 
even display excessive and exploitative behaviors. 

Dressel and Peterson's study is important because it highlights 

the importance of situational influences and opportunities on female 

sexual behavior. A relaxation of social controls can result in 

sexual behavior usually associated with men, not women. 

Some authors argue that sexual relationships are microcosmB 

of larger societal relationships (Kerr, 1977:49) and that male-
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female sexual relations reflect cultural attitudes and values (Millet, 

1970). Weinberg et ale (1983) argue that there is a historical 

link between the status of women in society and prevailing sexual 

scripts. While studies have shown similarities in sexual response 



between males and females despite differences in sexual organs 

(Masters and Johnson, 1971), it appears that stereotypical beliefs 

regarding traditional sex-role expectations largely determine dif

ferences in male and female sexuality (MacCorquodale, 1983). 

The subordinate societal status of women is reflected in 
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their sexual relationships and in the social codes defining appropriate 

sexual behavior in these relationships. Traditional definitions 

of female sexuality tend to reflect this subordinate societal position. 

Several common definitions of female sexuality are (1) women are 

more passive than men, (2) males are more sexual than females, 

and (3) women are less inclined than men to take the initiative 

in sexual matters (Dressel and Petersen, 1982). 

A subordinate status in society, traditional sex role expec

tations, and a lack of opportunities for "deviant" activities should 

inhibit sexual "deviance" among women. However, new forms of female 

sexual behavior have become visible in recent years. Examples 

of this "new sexuality" include so-called "beefcake" magazines 

such as Playgirl, the introduction of a male centerfold in Cosmopolitan, 

"swingers" magazines and clubs, male strip clubs, "sex clubs," 

and male prostitution. 

For women to engage in this "new sexuality," certain fundamental 

cbanges in traditional sources of social control must take place. 

New statuses and roles, new interpretations and definitions regarding 

self and sexuality, and opportunities to engage in deviant sexual 

activities are factors contributing to these new forms of female 



sexual behavior. If these changes continue, it is likely tbat 

we will see an increase in male prostitution and other forms of 

nontraditional sexual behavior. 

Notable changes have occurred in tbe statuses and roles 

of women in recent years. Increased labor force participation 

and tbe reemergence of feminism have helped to reinterpret and 

to redefine the traditional female roles of wife, bomemaker, and 

mother. Accompanying tbese cbanges bas been a corresponding shift 

in the definitions of female sexuality. Weinberg et ale (1983) 

examined sex and marriage manuals dating from the 1950s to tbe 

1980s and documented a sbift in sexual norms wbich reflects societal 

trends toward quality and independence for women. 

Three models of female sexuality were identified during 

the time period covered by tbeir study: (1) the "different and 

unequal" tOOdel (1950s to 1973), (2) tbe "bumanistic" model (1974 

to 1975), and (3) tbe "sexual autonomy" model (1975 to the 1980s). 
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The latter models (2 and 3) provide new definitions of female sexuality 

which depart markedly from traditional definitions of appropriate 

female sexuality. 

In the humanistic sexuality model and tbe sexual autonomy 

model, sexuality becomes deinstitutionalized: marriage is no longer 

assumed to be the only legitimate context for sexual relations. 

Sex is seen as a basic buman quality. Women are now seen as potentially 

active in their sexuality ratber than "naturally" passive as depicted 

in the "different and unequal" model. These models provide women 



with new definitions of legitimate sexual behavior that involve 

exploration and novelty in their sexual experience as well as legiti

mation for sexual experience itself. 

The emErgence of these alternative models of female sexuality 

appears to be part of a larger societal trend towards a more liberal 

sexual ideology. This trend can be traced back to the early research 

of Kinsey (1948, 1953) and Kirkendall (1961). This research helped 

destroy the myth of sexual conformity and lessened the sanctions 

for deviance (Nye, 1980:22). Increased mobility and education, 

the availability of birth control, the legalization of abortion, 

and the increased presentation and discussion of sexuality in almost 

all its forms (on television, radio, and in the press) are both 

causes and consequences of the liberalization of the popUlation's 

views on sexuality (Gagnon and Simon, 1968) and the liberalization 

of their sexual behavior as well (MacCorquodale, 1983). 

These larger macro changes are manifested in the smaller 

interaction contexts of everyday life in the meaning ascribed to 
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one's self and behavior. A central theme in the sociological literature 

on the self is that the content and organization of self-concepts 

reflect the content and organization of society (Gecas, 1982:10). 

Self-conceptions provide the motivation to act (or not act); they 

structure social action (Rosenberg, 1982; Gecas, 1982). Role-identity 

theory (Stryker, 1980) suggests that identities that are salient 

and evoke commitment influence the amount of time spent in these 

identities. Self-conceptions have been viewed as important sources 



of internal social control mechanismB by several theorists (Wells, 

1978). 

The priority of marriage and familY,ro1es in the self-con

ceptions of women is documented in several studies (e.g., Mulford 

and Salisbury, 1966; Mackie, 1983). Identification with marital 
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and familial roles has been found to negatively influence extramarital 

sexual permissiveness (Nye, 1980:19-20). An increasing number 

of people have come to accept "singlehood" as a viable alternative 

to marriage (Robertson, 1981). New definitions of self resulting 

from increased labor force participation, nontraditional alternatives 

to mariage, and new cultural definitions of sexuality are all expected 

to weaken traditional sources of social control and, as a result, 

to produce increases in rates of nontraditional sexual behaviors 

among women. 

In addition, the novelty and excitement of new formB of 

sexuality coupled with the reduced "costs" associated with extramarital 

sexual experiences (availability of birth control and legalized 

abortions) along with financial independence resulting from employment 

and opportunities for unsupervised behavior are also expected to 

be conducive to new forms of female sexual behavior, including 

male prostitution. 

The popular literature on male prostitution, as well as 

the appearance of other sexual activities mentioned above, strongly 

suggest that gender role transcendence is not limited only to male 

strip clubs. It appears that under the conditions outlined a~ove, 



some women are just as likely to buy sexual services as are some 

men. The evidence suggests that these opportunities and much of 
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the new sexuality are products of urban areas, areas that are generally 

known for their tolerance and weak social controls (Becker and 

Horowitz, 1970; Fischer, 1975). 

In summary, this argument suggests that recent sociocultural 

changes have loosened the hold of traditional social control mechanisms 

governing female sexual behavior and have provided both objective 

and sUbjective opportunities for increased rates of nontraditional 

sexual behaviors for women. Alternative definitions of female 

sexuality have gained legitimacy. And, it seems that some women 

appear willing to participate in sexual activities that have tradi

tionally been defined as male sexual behaviors. 

It is not being suggested here that male prostitution is 

or will run rampant. Rather, given the opportunity, some women, 

especially those whose self-conceptions are lsrgely "nontraditional" 

are likely to display sexual behaviors that historically have been 

viewed as typically male behaviors. The argument developed here 

is consonant with recent theory and research which suggest that 

tIUmy of the observed differences between men and women are largely 

the product of social rather than biological forces. This study 

provides further evidence to support the claim that similarities 

between males and females may actually outweigh the differences 

given similar social conditions. 
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Summary 

Tbe nature of the present study app·ears consistent with 

recent critiques of more quantitative studies of deviants and deviant 

acts wbich point out the need for providing well-rounded, contemporary, 

sociological descriptions and analyses of deviant lifestyles end 

subcultures and descriptions of their relation to larger social 

processes and structures (Polsky, 1967; Liazos, 1972). The qualitative 

nature of the present study and the explanation offered to account 

for the emergence of male prostitution, couched as it is in termB 

of larger sociocultural changes and processes, overcomes some of 

the criticismB sometimes directed at studies of deviance. 

The general lack of attention given to male prostitution 

by sociologists prompted the present study. This paper represents 

only a preliminary investigation of the subject and serves as the 

beginning of an on-going project concerned with a number of questions 

raised in the course of the analysis. A number of questions still 

remain to be answered. 

One might inquire into the nature of the relationships 

between male prostitutes. What types of relations, if any, exist 

between male prostitutes? Are they competitive or supportive rela

tionships? Miller's (1978:132-52) book on deviant work might serve 

as a useful point of departure in exploring the relationship of 

the various prostitute roles and the other roles that make up the 

male prostitute's social "niche." 
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Little was said here about the relationship between the 

male prostitute and other roles, e.g., the police, the "underworld," 

"procurers," etc. More work needs to be done on the social organization 

of male heterosexual prostitution. What is the nature of this 

organization? Are there discernable career patterns among male 

prostitutes (Becker et al., 1961; Becker, 1963)1 And, do differences 

in career patterns exist between the different types of prostitutes? 

The degree of movement between the various types of prostitute 

roles might also be investigated. Dressel and Petersen (1982), 

for example, note that some male dancers report being "kept" by 

their customers. Also, one might ask how long the "average" career 

is and how these careers compar~ with the descriptions of female 

prostitutes' careers (e.g., Coleman, 1971)1 What similarities 

or differences exist between male and female prostitutes (e.g., 

Davis, 1971; Whittaker, 1974)1 One obvious difference is the noticeable 

absence of a relationship among male prostitutes of a pimp-prostitute 

relationship. Also, there does not seem to be a male equivalent 

to the female "streetwalker." 

Future research might also investigate the occupational 

ideologies (Hirschi, 1962; Bryan, 1966) of male prostitutes. Hirschi 

(1962 :47) defines occupational ideologies as "a peculiar set of 

beliefs, rationalizations and what have you, that serve to justify 

the existence of the profession, both to those within and those 

without." One might investigate whether these ideologies are similar 

to those of female prostitutes (e.g., Foltz, 1979). 
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Although not directly dealt with except in one article 

(Morgenstern, 1980), the nature of the encounter between the prostitute 

and his female customer might be examined. Thio might reveal some 

interesting differences between male and female heterosexual prosti-

tutes. One might expect that the male's more instrumental orientation 

to sex (e.g., Rubin, 1976) will be capitalized on by the female 

prostitute. Due to the more expressive orientation of most women 

in sexual matters, one might expect that the male prostitutes will 

cater to the emotional needs as well as the physical needs of his 

female customers. One might expect, then, that the nature of the 

sexual encounter» i.e.) the quality of the relationship, will differ 

by the sex of the prostitute. 

Perhap~ one of the most important areas of investigation 

involves relating male prostitution to larger societal structural 

changes in the status and role of women. What are the actual dimensions 

of this phenomenon? Is it endemic only to industrialized societies?6 

Or can earlier historical instances of male heterosexual prostitution 

be found? 

Research on male prostitution can be seen as a contribution 

to the recent work on criminology and women (e.g., Adler and Simon, 

1979; Barris and Bill, 1982). It has been argued in this literature 

that as women move into new statuses and aSSume new roles, they 

6r have been told by several friends and students that they 
have either read or "seen it on TV" where male prostitution in 
Japan has been mentioned. If the theoretical argument advanced 
in the paper is correct, I can see no reason why male prostitution 
should not appear in other industrialized countries. 



are also more likely to move into crime (Adler and Simon, 1979:3). 

The present study has suggested that one needs to take into account 

both structural and cultural factors and how these factors combine 

to weaken traditional sources of social control. Additional research 

along these lines can contribute both to theories relating self 

and society and to our general understanding of gender, crime, 

and deviance. 
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The present study has been an attempt to link macro social 

structural and cultural changes with increases in nontraditional 

female sexual behavior. Specifically, an attempt was made to identify 

several types of male prostitutes and to provide a theoretical 

account of the emergence of several other types of female sexual 

dev~ance. Continued research on male prostitution may prove to 

be a fruitful avenue for exploring a host of issues related to 

the effects of gender on behavior. 

At present, it is not know how prevalent male prostitution 

is. The typology presented here is seen as a first step in deuling 

with this question and the other questions raised during the course 

of the study. The usefulness of the typology and study can only 

be determined by their use in generating interesting research questions 

and their ability to organize and guide further research on male 

prostitution. 



PART II 

DELINQUENT SELF-CONCEPTIONS AND GENDER: FURTHER 

INVESTIGATION OF THE PERSONAL RELEVANCE OF INFRACTION 

Self-conceptions playa central role 1n social psychological 

theories of deviance (Well, 1978; Harris and Hill, 1982). This 

paper investigates the relevance of gender for labelling and its 

impact on adolescent delinquent self-conceptions and self-esteem. 

The study was spawned by the renewed interest shown by social psy

chologists in the study of self-conceptions (Gecas, 1982; Rosenberg, 

1979, 1981), recent studies of delinquency and self-esteem (McCarthy 

and Hoge, 1984; Wells, 1978; Wells and Rankin, 1983), and the recent 

attention given to gender in studies of crime and delinquency (Adler, 

1975; Harris and Hill, 1982; Jensen, forthcoming; Simon, 1977). 

The often noted sensitivity of females to the attitudes and evaluations 

of others in the formation of their self-conceptions (for" example, 

Rosenberg and Simmons, 1979) serves as the basis for the formulation 

of several hypotheses regarding the development of delinquent identities 

and their consequences for male and female self-esteem. 

The labelling or societal reaction perspective (Lemert, 

1951; Schur, 1971), a major perspective in the study of deviance 

(Liska, 1981), pays explicit attention to the relationship between 

self-conceptions and deviance. Deviance is seen as the result 

of the reactions of certain significant audiences to deviant actions 
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and actors (Schur, 1971). Much of the labelling research focuses 

on the Leactions of official deviance processors to deviance (Harris 

and Hill, 1982), though nothing necessitates that labelling need 

occur only in contexts with formal agents of social control. It 

can also occur in informal interpersonal contexts (Schur, 1971; 

Lemert, 1974; Bord, 1976). The theoretical significance given 

to labels rests on their causal significance in the development, 

transformation, and maintenance of deviant identities and careers 

(Becker, 1963; Kitsuse, 1962; Scheff, 1966). 

Self-conceptions have been used as both independent and 

dependent variables in the study of deviance (Jensen, 1972). Writing 

from a labelling perspective, Schur (1969:309-22) stresses the 

importance of assessing the social-psychological consequences of 

deviance and the interdependence of self-conceptions and deviance. 

Schur urges sociologists to study the self-concept as a crucial 

dependent variable and to pay more attention to self-conceptions 

than to deviating behavior. 

A legitimate question to ask is whether delinquent identities 

and labels are related to delinquent behaviors. Identities are 

said to be derived from social roles (Heiss, 1981). Roles are 

seen both as links between the person and social structures and 

processes and as basic structural units of social systems. The 

identities linked to roles are viewed as basic units of personality. 
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The identity of "delinquent" refers to both a formal position 

~n the juvenile court system and, in common parlance, a young person 



who violates the community's canons of lawfulness and decency, 

irrespective of whether the youth actually haa had formal contact 

with the juvenile court system. Attendant to the delinquent role 

and corresponding identity are certain behavioral expectations. 

A youth labelled by others and who thinks of himself or herself 

as a delinquent is expected to exhibit delinquent behaviors. Is 

this in fact the case? What acts are associated with a delinquent 

identity? Do these acts differ between boys and girls? While 

a detailed examination of these questions is outside the scope 

of this paper, an examination of the relationships between delinquent 

identities, labels, and behaviors is presented in hopes of providing 

justification for studying delinquent identities in their own right. 

To measure the level of delinquent involvement, students 

were asked to state how many times in the last year (s)he had engaged 

in 18 separate acts. To measure a delinquent identity and delinquent 

label, a sample of adolescents was asked to respond to two questions: 

"How often do you think of yourself as a delinquent?" (identity) 

and "How often do others think of you as a delinquent?" (label). 

Partial gammas were calculated between the delinquent identity 

and label items and the 18 acts separately for both boys and girls. 

Table 4 presents the gamma coefficients relating the 18 

offenses to the two delinquent items. There is a moderate positive 

correlation between the identity and label items and the offenses 
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Table 4. Delinquent Identities, Delinquent Labels, and Delinquent 
Offenses, Controlling for Sex (Gammas). 

Delinquent Identities, Labels. and Offenses 

t Cont ro lling 
for Sex: 

Offenses* Identity 

Smoking .26 
Truant .26 
Drinking .29 
Defiance .21 
Drunkenness .31 
Fighting .18 
Runaway .30 
Marijuana .31 
Shoplifting .27 
Petty Theft v36 
Vandalism .36 
Drugs .33 
Assault .26 
Breaking/ 
Entering .36 

Robbery .35 
Auto/Joy 

Riding .31 
Grand Theft .35 
Armed Robbery .49 

Boys 

Label 

.32 

.31 

.35 

.34 

.35 

.26 

.44 

.43 

.28 

.41 

.40 

.49 

.39 

.37 

.37 

.36 

.42 

.52 

Identity 

.40 

.30 

.43 

.41 

.42 

.33 

.46 

.47 

.42 

.33 

.41 

.47 

.38 

.39 

.51** 

.46 

.29** 

.40** 

Girls 

Label 

.41 

.34 

.43 

.45 

.42 

.38 

.52 

.46 

.39 

.38 

.44 

.53 

.50 

.47 

.60** 

.41 

.61** 

.37** 

* All associations are significant at the .05 level. Offenses 
are ordered from least (Smoking) to most (Armed Robbery) serious 
as determined by median magnitude estimation by the total sample 
used later in thio paper. The order is taken from Jensen and 
Erickson (1979:163). 

** Very small N of cases. 
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for both boys and girls. 7 The relationships between the delinquent 

identity and label items and the measures of delinquent behaviors 

provide justification for their study as Schur suggests. 

Recent studies in the sociology of the self point to possible 

gender differences in the sources of self-conceptions (Kaplan and 

Sedney, 1980). These gender differences in self-conceptions may 

be relevant to an understanding of delinquent self-concepts. Along 

with the revitalization of interest in self-conceptions shown by 

social psychologists is the recent interest in the relationships 

between gender and deviance (e.g., Jensen and Eve, 1976; Cullen 

et al., 1979; Barris, 1977, 1982; Bagen et al., 1979; Shover et 

al., 1979; Shover and Norland, 1978). Little of the literature 

on deviance and gender, however, has concerned itself with issues 

related to gender differences in self-conceptions. 

This paper presents the results of a test of several hypotheses 

involving gender differences in sources of self-conceptions and 

the implications of these differences for the development of male 

and female delinquent identities and self-esteem in a large sample 

of adolescents in Arizona. Tbe study is seen as a contribution 

to both the literature on self-conceptions and the literature on 

gender and deviance. 

7Tbese findings support tbe claim made by others that the 
more closely an attitude matches a behavior, the better the attitude 
in predicting that behavior (e.g., Schuman and Johnson, 1976). 
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Self-Conceptions, Deviance, and Gender 

Gecas (1982), in reviewing the literature on the self, 

suggests that the self-concept is experiencing a veritable renaissance 

in contemporary social psychology. Self-conceptions are central 

to sociological investigations of personality, and while only one 

dimension of personality, they provide sociologists with a psychological 

phenomenon of legitimate sociological concern (DiRenzo, 1977:277). 

Self-conceptions relevance for sociologists rests on the 

premise that social factors playa key role in their development, 

maintenance, and transformation. They achieve their particular 

shape and form in the social matrix of a given culture, social 

structure, and institutional system (Rosenberg, 1981:593) and serve 

as "links" (Elder, 1973; DiRenzo, 1976) between the self, interaction, 

and larger societal structures (Rosenberg, 1979; McCall and Simmons, 

1966; Stryker, 1980). Several dimensions of the self-concept have 

been identified (e.g., Gordon, 1968; Rosenberg, 1979:Ch.1). The 

distinction made by Gecas (1982) between the content of self-concep

tions, i.e., identities, and self-evaluations, i.e., self-esteem, 

is a useful one and is adopted for use here. Social identities 

refer to the "groups, statuses, or categories to which a person 

is socially recognized as belonging" (Rosenberg, 1979:11). As 

Rosenberg notes! "In a very real sense the individual is his (or 

her) social structure, for these socially recognized categories 

are a firm, deep, and real part of what he feels himself to be" 

(1979:12). Self-esteem deals with the evaluative and emotional 
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dimensions of the self-concept. Identities and esteem are related. 

Many of the elements comprising identities are socially ranked 

and evaluated so tbe individual's sense of self-esteem depends 

upon the prestige of the identity elements (Rose~berg, 1979:13). 

An important element of one's social identity is g~nder. 

Kohlberg (1966) argues gender may in fact be the most stable and 

fundamental of all social identity elements. Laws (1975:53) argues 

tbat gender is a master status, whicb conditions all social interactions 

and profoundly influences a person's sense-of-self and behavior. 

While the importance of gender for the study of deviance 

bas been recognized by a number of sociologists recently (e.g., 

Jensen and Eve, 1976; Harris and Hill, 1982), little attention 

bas been directed to exploring tbe possible effects of gender on 

tbe labelling process (cf. Bernstein et a1., 1977). 

The "Looking-Glass Self" and Gender: 
Is It More Important for Women? 

Tbe dominant proposition in the sociology of the self is 

that self-conceptions reflect tbe responses and appraisals of otbers 

(Gecas, 1982:5). This idea bas its origins in earlier statements 

of self development, such as Cooley's "looking-glass self" and 

Mead's notion of "role-taking." The theory of reflected appraisals 

is central to the symbolic interactionist formulation of self-concept 

8 development (Rosenberg, 1981). 

SA sizeable body of researcb supports the proposition that 
a person's self-evaluation is largely dependent on the perceived 
or imagined (Cooley's 1Ilooking-glass self") evaluations of 
others rather than their actual evaluations (Rosenberg, 1981; 
Gecas, 1982). 



Research on self-conceptions indicates that there are gender 

differences in the sources of self-evaluations (Kaplan and Sedney, 

1980:244). When global self-esteem measures are separated into 

questions concerning social abilities, athletic abilities, and 

academic abilities, gender differences sometimes emerge. At least 

during adolescence and college, females' self-esteem seems to be 

derived more from positive interpersonal relationships than male 

self-esteem. 9 Young males' self-esteem seems to be tied more closely 

to physical activity and perhaps power over others (Berger, 1968; 

Rosenberg, 1965; Wiggins, 1973). 

As children, boys and girls show little difference in terms 
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of role-taking ability or showing concern for interpersonal responses. 

In early adolescence a sharp difference appears and is enhanced 

over time (Rosenberg and Simmons, 1975). Girls become much more 

"other-directed" (Riesman, Denney, and Glazer, 1950) or "people-

oriented" (Rosenberg, 1957) than boys. 

Rosenberg and Simmons (1975:154) found that the adolescent 

girl is considerably more sensitive than the adolescent boy to 

others' opinions. She appears more self-conscious (i.e., concerned 

with the self in social situations), more concerned with others' 

opinions of her, more eager to avoid behavior eliciting negative 

reactions, and more vulnerable to others' negative reactions. 

9It appears that this "other-directedness" also carries 
over into adult life as well. It has been argued that it may not 
be only the result of socialization practices but rather occupancy 
of structural positions associated with low power and influence 
(e.g., Epstein, 1984; Kanter, 1977). 
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The authors conclude that the difference between boys and girls 

either emerges or grows stronger during the adolescent period. 

Rosenberg and Simmons offer an explanation of this female "other-

directedness" which involves socialization processes aimed at fulfilling 

socially defined sex roles. These roles are said to be functional 

to the current social distribution of sex roles. Rosenberg and 

Simmons note that should these social roles be redefined, this 

"other-directedness" displayed by females would change. 

Consistent with Rosenberg and Simmons' findings is some 

of the resea=ch on crime and delinquency which indicates that certain 

groups are more susceptible to the effects of labelling than others 

(Jensen and Rojek, 1980:281-84; Harris and Hill, 1982). Jensen 

and Rojek (1980:283) write that in groups where deviant behavior 

is infrequent, group memb~rs are likely to view deviant acts as 

stigmatizing. In groups where deviant behavior is more frequent, 

deviant acts are viewed as less stigmatizing. Acts defined as 

deviant are more likely to be avoided by members of the former 

group. Jensen and Rojek call this the "labelling paradox." 

Females are less likely than males to be involved in delinquent 

activities (Jensen and Eve, 1976:429; Jensen and Rojek, 1980).10 

Consistent with females' sensitivity to others' opinions and attitudes 

10FBI arrest statistics support the image that crime and 
delinquency are a male phenomena (Jensen and Rojek, 1980:66). 
Juvenile court cases a160 disproportionately involve males. Evidence 
suggests, however, a decline in the overrepresentation of males 
relative to females from about 5.6 times higher an arrest rate 
for males to around 3.7 in the 1970s (Jensen and Rojek, 1980:66). 



documented, above, are findings on the social meaning of sanctions 

(Jensen and Erickson, 1979) which found girls to be more concerned 

than boys with how others would view them for various infractions. 

Taken all together, the evidence suggests the association between 

female delinquent identities, that is, thinking of yourself as 

a delinquent, and delinquent labels applied by others, ~hat is, 

thinking others think of you as a delinquent, should be stronger 

for females than males. 
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In addition, because of the infrequent occurrence of delinquent 

acts, delinquent identities and labels are expected to be more 

stigmatizing for females than for males. Identifying yourself 

as a delinquent and thinking that others see you as a delinquent 

should be more harmful to females' self-esteem than to males' self

esteem. 

The Personal Relevance of Infraction 

Jensen (1972) studied the relationship between delinquency, 

adolescent self-conceptions, and the meaning of delinquency for 

adolescent self-conceptions. Briefly, Jensen investigated the 

effect of sociocultural factors in shaping the personal relevance 

of infraction. He examined the association between delinquency 

and adolescent self-conceptions among junior and senior high school 

students differing on race (black or white) and social status (father's 

education). Using questionnaire data and official police records 

obtained as part of the Richmond Study (Hirschi, 1969), Jensen 

found official delinquent evaluations and personal delinquent 
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evaluations were positively related. The strength of the relation-

ship, however, varied between blacks and whites, by status among 

whites, and by attachment to the law among both blacks and whites. 

Delinquents had lower self-esteem than nondelinquents, though this 

relationship varied as well. Jensen found that delinquents and· 

nondelinquents differ most among middle-to-upper status blacks 

and least among low-status blacks. Attachment to parents conditioned 

the relationship at each status level. Labels did not affect self-

esteem differentially, but arrest did affect self-labelling differen-

tially. 

This study is an extension of Jensen's idea of the personal 

relevance of infraction to gender. The central questions asked 

in this research are whether the meaning of delinquent identities 

and labels differs between males and females and whether these 

differences affect male and female self-esteem. 

Five hypotheses will be tested. 

Hypothesis 1. Girls are less likely than boys to label 
themselves as deviant. 

Hypothesis 2. Girls are less likely than boys to be 
labelled by others as delinquent. 

Hypothesis 3. The association between delinquent identities 
and perceptions of being labelled as delinquent 
by others is stronger for girls than for 
boys. 

Hypothesis 4. Delinquent identities are more harmful 
to girls' self-esteem than to boys' self
esteem. Girls who identify themselves 
as delinquent will have lower levels of 
self-esteem than boys who identify themselves 
as delinquent. 

Hypothesis 5. Perceptions of being labelled by others 
as a delinquent will be more detrimental 
to the self-esteem of girls than to boys' 
self-esteem. 



The Sample 

Questionnaires administered to 3,268 high school students 

in 1975 furnish data for the analysis. The sample includes (1) 

80 percent of the students in attendance at high schools in three 

small towns in Southern Arizona and (2) 63 percent of the students 

in attendance at three metropolitan high schools in Tucson, Arizona 

(one parochial and two public). 

Two of the small-town schools allowed the questionnarie 

to be administered to all students (unless a student's parents 

objected). This resulted in samples of about 85 percent of the 

available population (n a 974). One small-town school required 

written parental consent. This resulted in a sample of 52 percent 

of the in-school population (n clIO). The two public high schools 

allowed the questionnaire in social studies and English classes 

unless a student's parents objected (less than 5 percent refused 

permission). This resulted in an additional 1,601 cases (about 

61 percent of the students in attendance). The one parochial school 

required participation in social studies and English classes that 

encompassed about 72 percent of the available population (n E 583). 

The pooled sample represents approximately 70 percent of the students 

in attendance at six schools. 
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Tucson, a metropolitan area with a population of over 400,000, 

ranks in the top 10 in terms of crime rates for standard metropolitan 

areas. The three small towns are in an adjacent county and include 

a mining town of about 7,500, a farm town of about 2,500, and a 

tourist town of about 1,200 people. Each of the small-town high 



47 

schools draws on the surrounding rural area and other small communities 

nearby. 

Measures 

Delinquent Self-Conceptions 

Two questions were used to measure delinquent self-conceptions: 

referring to self labeling and perceived labeling by others. 

Specifically, the two indicators of delinquent identities and labels 

asked: '~o you ever think of yourself as a 'delinquent'?" and 

"Does anyone else ever think of you as a 'delinquent'?" Response 

categories included (1) "never," (2) "maybe once or twice," (3) 

"sometimes," (4) "quite often," and (5) "most of the time." Due 

to the small number of cases in response categories 3, 4, and 5 

for both the identity and label items, dichotomous variables were 

constructed indicating whether respondents had ever thought of 

themselves as a delinquent (for the identity item) and whether 

they felt others had ever thought of them as a delinquent (for 

the label item). 

Se If-Es teem 

The adolescents' level of self-evaluation or self-esteem 

is operationalized in terms of degrees of agreement or disagreement 

with two questionnaire items: "At times I think I am no good at 

all" and "I certainly feel worthless at times." These·items are 

identical to those used by Jensen in his study. As Jensen notes, 

with the exception of substituting the word worthless for useless, 



the items are identical to two items used in Rosenberg's (1965) 

widely used Self-Esteem Index. 11 The items were analyzed separately. 

Gender 

Gender is msasured by a dichotomous variable indicating 

whether the respondent is a (1) boy or (2) girl. 

The study's hypotheses were tested using likelihood ratio 

chi-square analysis (Fienberg, 1981; Knoke and Burke, 1980). These 

statistical methods are appropriate for the analysis of cross-tabu-

lations of categorical data. These methods test the acceptability 

of a number of models which are specified by fitting the marginal 

totals when computing expected frequencies. To determine the degree 

to which the model fits the data, that is, the degree to which 
~ 

observed (fij) and expected (Fij) frequencies differ, the likelihood 

chi-square statistic (L2) is used. If the L2 statistic attains 

the chosen level of statistical significance and with the appropriate 

degrees of freedom, this casts doubt on the "goodness of fit" of 

the model to the data. A significant L2 indicates that sampling 
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fluctuations cannot fully explain the differences between the expected 

and observed values; and, consequently, the model is rejected. 

Results 

The first hypothesis predicts boys should be more likely 

than girls to both think of themselves as a delinquent (DELSELF). 

llAn earlier analysis of the two self-esteem items using 
the Rasch model (Rasch, 1960/1980, 1966) indicated that the items 
do not measure the same latent trait. Consequently, the items 
were analyzed separately (Jensen, personal communication) 



The second hypothesis predicts that boys should be more likely 

than girls to think others think of them as a delinquent (DELABEL). 

Both hypotheses find support in these data. TableS presents the 

cross-tabulations of the responses to both DELSELF and DELABEL 

by GENDER. There is an association between GE~~ER and both the 

delinquent identity item, DELSELF, and the delinquent label item, 

DELABEL. Boys (51 percent) are more likely than girls (46 percent) 

to think of themBelves as a delinquent (L2 
c 9.49, 1 df, P < .001). 

Boys (63 percent) are also more likely than girls (51 percent) 

to think that others think of them as delinquent (L2 ~ 9.49, 1 

df, p < .002). 

Table 6 presents the cross-tabulations of the responses 

to the delinquent identity item (DELSELF) by the delinquent label 
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item (DELABEL) and gender (GENDER). The third hypothesis is supported; 

the association between DELSELF and DELABEL does vary by GENDER 

as predicted. None of'the eight unsaturated models provide acceptable 

fits to the data. This indicates the saturated model, a model 

that perfectly reproduces the observed cell frequencies with no 

degrees of freedom remaining, provides an acceptable fit to the 

data. Acceptance of the saturated model indicates there is an 

interaction between DELSELF, DELABEL, and GENDER. The odds calculated 

from the observed frequencies under the saturated model are presented 

graphically in Figure 1. Among those who agree that others think 

of them as a delinquent, girls are 1.86 times more likely than 

boys to think of themBelves as a delinquent. 
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Table 5 • Delinquent Identity and Label Items by Gender (%). 

Boys Girls 

DELSELF* 

Does Not 49 (782) 54 (803) 

Does 51 (820) 46 (674) 

(N ::: ) (1602) (1477) 

DELABEL** 

. Others Don't 38 (590) 49 (717) 

Others Do 63 ( 983) 51 (750) 

(N ::: ) (1573) (1467) 

* "Do you ever think of yourself as a 'delinquent'?" 

** '~oes anyone else ever think of you as a 'delinquent'?" 



Table 6. Delinquent Identity Item by Delinquent Label Item by 
Gender (%). 

Boys Girls 

DELABEL:* Does Not Does Does Not 

DELSELF:** Does Not 75 (443) 33 (320) 73 (574) 

Does 25 (145) 67 (661) 27 (216) 

(N c ) (588) (981) (90) 

* "Does anyone else think of you as a 'delinquent'?" 

** "Do you ever think of yourself as a 'de linquent'?" 
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Does 

21 (138) 

79 (528) 

(666) 
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* "Do you ever think of yourself as a "'delinquent'?" 

** "Does anyone else ever think of you as a "'delinquent'?" 

Figure 1. Odds Calculated Under the Saturated Model for Table 3. 



The study's next two hypotheses are concerned with the 

effects of DELSELF and DELABEL on the respondents' self-esteem. 

Again, gender is expected to condition the association; a delinquent 

identity and label are expected to lower girls' self-esteem more 

than boys' self-esteem because both are more of a violation of 

the female gender role than the male gender role. 

Table 7 presents the cross-tabulations for the two self

esteem items, NOGOOD and WORTHLESS by DELSELF and GENDER. Rather 

than the predicted interaction, a model specifying separate effects 

of DELSELF and GENDER on NOGOOD provides a satisfactory fit to 

the data (L2 = 1.03, 2 df, p < .59). Those boys and girls who 

do not think of themselves as a delinquent are 1.84 times more 

likely than those youth who do think of themselves as a delinquent 

to give the "high" self-esteem response (disagree) to the NOGOOD 

item. Boys are 2.1 times more likely than girls to give the "high" 

self-esteem response to the NOGOOD item. 

Similarly, when the WORTHLESS self-esteem item is examined, 

the predicted interaction fails to emerge. Again, a model specifying 

independent effects of DELSELF and GENDER provides a satisfactory 

fit to the data (L2 = 1.63, 2 df, P < .44). Those youth who do 

not think of themselves as delinquent are 1.85 times more likely 

than those youth who do think of themselves as delinquent to give 

the "high" self-esteem response; boys are 2..04 times more likely 

than girls to give the "high" response to the WORTHLESS self-esteem 
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Table 7. Self-Esteem Items by Delinquent Identity Item by Gender 
(X) • 

Boys Girls 

DELSELF:* Does Not Does Does Not Does 

NOGOOD:** 

Agree 42 (326) 54 (433) 50 (448) 61 (347) 

Uncertain 14 (107) 16 (128) 25 (226) 23 (129) 

Disagree 44 (338) 30 (247) 25 (223) 16 (92) 

(N c ) (771) (808) (897 ) (564) 

'WORTHLESS:*** 

Agree 41 (319) 53 (436) 56 (449) 67 (454) 

Uncertain 18 (139) 17 (136) 15 (118) 15 (103) 

Disagree 41 (319) 30 (243) 29 (229) 17 (116) 

(N c ) (717) (815) (796) (673) 

* ''Do you ever think of yourself as a 'delinquent'?" 

** "At times I think I am no good at all." 

*** "1 certainly feel worthless at times." 
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item. Thus, the bypothesis about delinquent identity is not supported 

because it affects tbe self-esteem of botb girls and boys 8imilarly. 

Table 8 provides tbe croBs-tabulations of tbe two self-

esteem items, NOGOOD and WORTHLESS, by the delinquent label item, 

DELABEL and GENDER. Again contrary to the study's hypothesis, 

a model specifying independent effects of DELABEL and GENDER on 

the NOGOOD self-esteem item provides an acceptable fit to the data 

(L2 ~ 5.25, 2 df, p < .07). Those youth who do not think others 

think of them as a delinquent are 1.36 times more likely than those 

youth who believe others think of them as delinquents to give the 

nhigh" self-esteem response. Again, boys are 1.92 timea more likely 

than girls to give the nhigh" self-esteem response. 

When the croBs-tabulations of the ~OR~onses to WORTHLESS 

by DELABEL and GENDER are analyzed, a model specifying independent 

effects of DELABEL and GENDER on WORTHLESS provides a satisfactory 
2 . 

fit (L • .98, 2 df, p < .61). Once again, those who do not think 

others think of them as delinquent bave higher self esteem by a 

factor of 1.61 tban those who believe others think of them as delin-

quent. Boys are 2.08 times more likely than girls to give the 

nhigb" self-esteem response. 

At this point, one might ask whether there are other socio-

cultural variables which influence the meaning of delinquent identities 

and labels. Jensen (1972) found father's education affected the 

effect of delinquent identities and labels on self-esteem. Con-

sequently, father's education (FATREDU) was introduced into the 
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T~ble 8. Self-Esteem Items by Delinquent Label Item by Gender (%). 

Boys Girls 

DELABEL:* Others Don't Others Do Other's Don't Other's Do 

NOGOOD:** 

Agree 

Uncertain 

Disagree 

(N z:: ) 

WORTHLESS:*** 

Agree 

Uncertain 

Disagree 

(N z:: ) 

44 (259) 

13 (75) 

43 (247) 

(581) 

42 (244) 

18 (105) 

40 (237) 

(586 ) 

50 (485) 

16 (155) 

34 (331) 

(971) 

51 (497) 

17 (166) 

32 (315) 

(978) 

58 (410) 

14 (98) 

28 (200) 

(708) 

57 (403) 

15 (l09) 

28 (200) 

(712) 

* ''Does anyone else ever think of you as a 'delinquent'?" 

** "At times I think I am no good at all." 

*** "I certainly feel useless at times." 

65 (484) 

11 (80) 

24 (182) 

(746) 

66 (495) 

15 (112) 

19 (140) 

(747) 



analysis to determine whether its effect on the relationship between 

the delinquent identity and label items and the two measures of 

self-esteem. Father's education is measured by a trichotomous 

variable: (1) less than a high school education, (2) a high school 

graduate, and (3) a post-high school education. 

Table 9 presents the cross-tabulations of the self-esteem 
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items, NOGOOD and WORTHLESS, by the delinquent identity item, DELSELF, 

father's education, FATHED, and GENDER. No predictions were made 

regarding the effects of father's education. A model specifying 

separate effects of DELSELF and GENDER on NOGOOD provides a satisfactory 

fit to the data (L2 ~ 24.78, 18 df, p < .13). Another model, however, 

improves significantly on this 1I¥)del. This "improved" model includes 

an association between GENDER and NOGOOD, but it also includes 

a three-way interaction between FATHED, DELSELF, and NOGOOD. The 

presence of this interaction indicates the association between 

DELSELF and NOGOOD varies by level of FATHED. 

Figure 2 presents the odds calculated under the 1I¥)del. 

The odds on the "high" self-esteem response decrease a1l¥)ng those 

who think of themselves as delinquent across the three levels of 

FATHED. Among both girls and boys with a father who graduated 

from high school, however, the effect of having a delinquent identity 

has a stronger negative effect on self-esteem than among those 

boys and girls whose fathers have either more or less education 

than a high school diploma. Among those youth whose fathers have 

less than a high school education, those ~bo think of themselves 



Table 9 • Self-Esteem Items by Delinquent Identity Item, Father's Education, 

Bo,. Cirla 

FA'l'DD Ittu Thil! U 811 C[i!!U" '2U 88 to .. !fI!l! 88 88 C[muat. 

DILSIt.r:· l!2I! !!2' ~. D2!1 "2' D2!' Doe, 1t2' !12!' D2" "2' D2ea D2" Kot Do •• 

IIOQO(I):" 

A 47 (J08) 50 (U2) 40 (85) 59 (151) 42 (124) 51 (136) 58 (125) 67 (137) 49 (09) 71 (133) 

0 14 (31) I. (45) 14 (31) 13 (33) 12 (36) 16 (42) 16 (34) 12 (24) 14 (32) 10 (9) 

D 39 (III!) 31 (6) 46 (99) 211 (72) 46 (136) 33 (117) 26 (55) 21 (43) 37 (82) 19 (36) 

(D - ) (227) (243) (215) (256) (296) (265) (214) (204) (223) (1118) 

IIOIT1ILISII:'" 

A 48 Cl09} 50 (122) 38 (82) 58 (150) 39 (115) 52 (138) 56 C123} 69 (142) 51 (13) 69 C129} 

u 17 OS} 20 (50) 18 (39) 15 (3'.1) 15 (51) 15 (40) 16 (34) 15 (32) 18 (40) 15 (29) 

D 35 (IIU 30 03) 44 (95) 27 (70) 44 (l3Zl 33 (87) 211 (60) 16 (33) 31 (69) 16 (30) 

(I - ) (U8) (245) (216) (259) (298) (265) (217) (207) (222) US8} 

• -no roo ewer tbick of JOur •• lf II I 'd.lioqueot'!· 
.. "At time. I tbick 1 ID DO 100d It Ill." 

... "I c.rtliol, f •• 1 wortb1a •• It ti .... • 

and Gender 

'2" 811 

Do .. • o~ Do .. 

60 (77) 64 (50) 

10 (3D) 12 (28) 

30 (89) 24 (56) 

(296) (234) 

60 (77) 65 (15I) 

12 (36) 16 (311) 

28 (82) 19 (U) 

(295) (233) 

(%). 

U1 
(Xl 



Log Odds 

2.25 --

2.00 

1.75 

Odds on 1.50 
"High" 
Self-Esteem 1.25 
(NOGOOD) 
Item* 1.00 

.75 

.50 

.25 

0.00 

-.25 --

-.50 

-.75 

-1. 00 --

-1.25 --

-1. 50 --

-1. 75 --

-2.00 

-2.25 

(.25) 

(-.20) 
BOYS~ . --, Girls 

~ (-.37) 

(-.51) 

~2) 
Girls ~ 

(-1.13) 

59 

B ~01) 
OY5 ""-

(-.41) 
GirlS~ 

-1.22) (-.60) ""-

(1.03)· 

(-1. 34) 

-------------x-------x-------x-------x-------x-------x--
DELSELF* Does Does Does 

Not Does Not Does Not Does 

Father's 
Education Less Than HS HS Graduate Post HS 

* "At times I think I am no good at all." 
** ''Do you ever think of yourself as a "'delinquent'?" 

Figure 2. Odds Calculated Under the Model for Table 6. 



as a delinquent are 1.22 times more likely than those youth whose 

fathers are high school graduates and who think of themselves as 

a delinquent to give the "high" self-esteem response. Among those 

youth whose fathers have more than a high school education, those 

who think of themselves as a delinquent are 1.34 times more likely 

to give the "high" Belf-esteem response to the NOGOOD item than 

those youth whose fathers are high school graduates and who think 

of themselves as a delinquent. 

How can this finding be interpreted? Strain theory provides 

a plausible explanation. Stinchcombe (1964) argues middle-class 

children are socialized to be concerned with upward mobility and 

status. He found threats to mobility and status, such as failure 

in school, were associated with rebelliousness in Bchool. Perhaps 
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the stronger association for middle-class youth between the delinquent 

identity and self-esteem reflects a status conflict, specifically 

a conflict between aspirations for mobility and status and an identity 

which is inconsistent with these aspirations. Future resebrch 

might profitably pursue the investigation of this finding to try 

to untangle the causes at work. 

Looking next at the cross-tabulations of the WORTHLESS 

self-esteem item by DELSELF, FATRED, and GENDER, similar to the 

results for the analysis of the NOGOOD item above, a model specifying 

separate effects of DELSELF and GENDER on WORTHLESS provides a 

satisfactory fit to the data (L 2 
m 20.21, 18 df, p < .32). Unlike 



the NOGOOD item above, however, no other model significantly improved 

on this model. 

Obviously the meanings of the two self-esteem items differ. 

It would be interesting to continue to explore why these seemingly 

similar items yield somewhat different results which might help 

to clear away some of the problems and confusion surrounding much 

of the research on self-esteem (e.g., Wells and Marwell, 1978; 

Wylie, 1979). 

The analysis of the cross-tabulations of the self-esteem 

items by the delinquent label item, father's education, and gender 

presented in Table 10 bore results similar to those found in the 

analysis of the delinquent identity item described above. Both 

the self-esteem items models specifying separate effects of DELABEL 

and GENDER on NOGOOD (L2 
K 18.68, 18 df, P < .41) and WORTHLESS 

(L2 
£ 11.99, 18 df, P < .85) provided satisfactory fits to the 

data. "Though several other modeis provided satisfactory fits to 

the data, none significantly improved on the preferred model. 

Discussion 

Research relc~ant to labelling and delinquency has focused 

on the consequences of labelling in a youth's social envirionment 

or the potential impact of labelling on values, commitments, or 

self-images (Jensen and Rojek, 1981:278). The intent of this paper 

was to test several hypotheses concerned with the influence of 

gender on the relationship between delinquent identities, labels, 

and self-esteem. The data stood stubbornly in the way of several 

61 



Table 10. Self-Esteem Items by Delinquent Label Item, Father's Education, and Gender (%) • 

!oy. Cirb 

rAT!!DI IAn !l!11! DB B!I C[~QI!1! P!1a~ D8 Lo! II !I!!n DB D8 Credu.u Po.~ D8 

Otbera Otbera Otben Otbera Otbeu Otben Othara Otban Otban Othen Otban Otban 
DII.IILI'la 11!111', 112 !1s!n', D2 DoD', D2 !1s!1!" D2 Don', D2 !1s!g'~ ---112. 

1lOQ)(IJ:" 

A 49 (83) 4' (147) 46 (78) ~2 (1~1l 42 (92) 48 (161) 61 (18) 6~ (142) ~2 (95) 6~ (147) ~9 (l6~) 6~ (162) 

0 14 (23) 17 (~1) 12 (20) 14 (42) 12 (2~) 16 (~3) 16 (30) 12 (26) 14 (26) 10 (24) 13 {35) 9 (23) 

D 37 (63) 34 (100) 42 (73) 34 (98) 46 (99) 36 (119) 23 (44) 23 (51) 34 (62) 2~ (~6) 28 (78) 26 (66) 

(I .. ) (169) (2911) (171) (291) (216) (333) (192) (219) (83) (227) (278) (251) 

\IOItTlllJ!88 : ..... 

A 44 (75) ~2 (15~) 42 (71) ~2 (I~5) 41 (90) 47 (1~7) ~7 (113) 67 (146) 53 (96) 65 (1411) ~9 (162) 66 (166) 

0 19 (32) 19 (57) 19 (32) 1~ (43) 1~ (33) 17 (56) 17 (34) 16 (35) 16 (29) 17 (38) 14 (39) 14 (3~) 

D 37 (63) 29 (88) 39 (68) 33 (97) 44 (96) 36 (11?) 26 (51) 17 (38) 31 (57) 18 (42) 27 (76) 20 (49) 

(I - ) (170) (300) (171) (295) (219) (332) (198) (219) (182) (228) (277) (250) 

~ -00.. Inyone .1.a ... r tbink of yoo ••• 'delinquaDt'!· 
•• "At tiee. 1 tbink 1 •• no IOod .t .11." 

... "I certainly faal wortbl •••• t ti ..... • 

a
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of the study's predictions. While gender does affect the meanings 

delinquent labels for boys and girls, it has little effect on the 

meaning of delinquent identities and labels for the self-esteem. 

The introduction of a social status variable, father's education, 

brought out an interesting finding though it was not gender-related. 
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McCarthy and Hoge (1984) recently suggested that nif researchers 

cannot uncover stronger relationships between self-esteem and delin

quency than we have, they should look in other directions to understand 

both self-esteem and delinquency" (p. 409). McCarthy and Hoge 

suggest the sources of self-esteem are complex, and they note that 

theorists who focus on self-processes do not give delinquent behavior 

a central place in these processes, while both self-esteem and 

self-concept have been seen as important by theorists who focus 

more directly on delinquenCy. 

Although the present study failed to show that self-esteem 

and delinquent self-conceptions varied by gender, it demonstrated 

that delinquent behaviors and delinquent self-concepti~ns are asso

ciated. The next step would be to determine whether the introduction 

of delinquent behaviors alters the relationship between delinquent 

behaviors and self-esteem. This might produce the type of relationships 

sought by McCarthy and Hoge. 

Both the literature on self-conceptions and delinquency 

would benefit from research which investigates the relationships 

between self-esteem and delinquency by exploring other theoretically 

relevant variables. For example, recent work by Stryker (1980) 



on identity-theory suggests such concepts as salience, commitment, 

and evaluation msy shed new light on the relationship between self

esteem and delinquency in particular and the social person and 
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society in general. These concepts might also be useful in untangling 

the relationships between delinquent behaviors and self-esteem. 

Perhaps, rather than abandon the search for relationships between 

delinquent behaviors and self-esteem, the time has come to ask 

the question: under what conditions are delinquency and self-esteem 

related and why? 



PART III 

WOMEN AND WORK: A STUDY OF SOCIAL STRUCTURE, 

SELF, AND SIGNIFWANT OTHERS 

Since 1960, great numbers of women, especially married 

women, have entered the work forceJ2 This paper investigates the 

personal consequences of this fact. This type of investigation 

is not new. Other sociologists have investigated the social and 

social-psychological consequences of the entrance of women into 

the labor force (Gove, 1972; Coleman and Antonucci, 1983; Pearlin, 

1975; Radloff, 1975; Aneshensel et al., 1981). But this study 

focuses on a question not addressed by them. It adopts the symbolic 

interactionist view of the self as arising through interaction 

with significant others. As such, the study hopes to contribute 

to an understanding of peraonality and social structure (House, 

1977, 1981) and to the general theory of the social self. 

Social-pyschological investigations of the self try to 

show how the content and organization of the self reflects the 

content and organization of society. Sociological accounts of 

socialization, especially those of symbolic interactionists, view 

it as a lifelong process. And indeed the evidence suggests that 

12Married women account for about one-half of all women 
workers (Perspectives on Working Women: A Databook, Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, u.s. Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402). 
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men and women alter their personality when the structural conditions 

of their lives change (Epstein, 1984:294). The importance of work 

on personality has been documented by Kohn and Schooler (1973), 

Mortimer and Lawrence (1979), and Kanter (1977), among others. 

These scholars show that structural position is an important determinant 

of personality and behavior. 

In this invep.tigation, I develop an argument from ideas 

gleaned from theory and research on the influence of work on personality 

and behavior (e.g., Kohn, 1977) and from theory and research on 

social position, power, role-taking, and the self (e.g., Gerth 

and Mills, 1953; Rosenberg, 1973; Thomas et al., 1972). Briefly, 

I argue that working increases a person's social network of significant 

others, that not working results in a smaller network of significant 

others and a greater dependence of them and the institutions with 

which they are associated. 

Theoretical Orientation 

The sociological perspective most closely identified with 

the interplay of self and society is symbolic interactionism. 

Both Mead (1934) and Cooley (1912t 3 emphasized the central role 

of meaning in social life, the interdependence of self and society, 

13 Mead and Cooley are usually thought of as the co-founders 
of the symbolic interactionist perspective, along with others such 
as William James, James Mark Baldwin, and John Dewey (Stryker, 
1980). Important differences, however, exist in their treatments 
of the self and society. Lewis and Smith (1980) suggest that Mead's 
position is that of social realism while Cooley's position is that 
of social nominalism. 



and the emergence of self and society from interaction (Gecas, 

1982; Rosenberg, 1981; Stryker, 1980, 1981). 

The central theoretical postulate of symbolic interactionism 

is that society's impact on the person is mediated by a system 
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of meaning called the self and that an adequate understanding of 

social life necessitates the consideration of the self in explanations 

of social phenomena. The self is usually discussed in terms of 

the self-concept. Following Rosenberg (1979:7), the self-concept 

is defined as "the totality of an individual's thoughts and feelings 

having reference to himself as an object." Because the self-concept 

develops its particular shape and form in the ~trix of a given 

culture, social structure, and institutional system (Gecas, 1982; 

Rosenberg, 1981), it serves as the link (Elder, 1973; DiRenzo, 

1976) between self, interaction, and larger social structures 

(Rosenberg, 1979; McCall and Simmons, 1978; Stryker, 1980). 

When discussing the self-concept, a distinction is usually 

drawn between identities, the groups' statuses and categories to 

which a person belongs, and self-esteem, the evaluative and emotional 

dimension (Gecas, 1982). Identities and self-esteem are interrelated. 

Many of the elements comprising identities are socially evaluated 

and ranked. Research suggests that self-esteem is derived primarily 

from two sources: (1) accomplishment in valued social roles and 

tasks and (2) acceptance in valued Bocial relationships (which 



engenders a sense of worth and significance) (Gecas and Schwalbe, 

1983; Franks and Marolla, 1976; Wells and Rankin, 1983).14 

The essence of the symbolic interaction position is that 

the self-concept is learned from the reactions of significant others 
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(Sullivan, 1953). This is known as the theory of reflected appraisals. 

The theory states that we come to see and evaluate ourselves in 

light of our interpretations of our significant others' perceptions 

and evaluations of us. The theory has received consistent empirical 

support (Rosenberg, 1973, 1981; Gecas, 1982). But as some sociologists 

have noted (e.g., Hughes, 1962; Rosenberg, 1973), not all others 

are of equal significance to us. 

The question asked in this paper is "What are the conditions 

that influence who will emerge as a significant other?" This question 

has received some attention by others; it is to their research 

that we now turn. 

Who Will Become Significant? 

Gerth and Mills' (1953) answer to this question begins 

with a model which sees the self as the product of role playing 

14 Coopersmith (1967) sees significance (acceptance) and 
competence (accomplishment) as replaceable sources of self-esteem. 
Franks and Marolla (1976) take the position that these sources 
produce qualitatively different types of self-estee~-a lack of 
self-esteem from one source is not replaced by the other. The 
position taken here follows Coopersmith's position that acceptance 
and competence are replaceable sources of self-esteem and that 
one's structural position influences opportunities for each source 
of self-esteem. 



15 in various institutional contexts. They write, "Institutions 

imprint their stamps upon the individual, modifying his external 

conduct as well as his inner life" (1953:173). Gerth and Mills 

see much of social action as the result of a primary motive, the 

. 16 
maintenance of a favorable self-image. 

A person's location and career in various institutions 
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limit who will become significant for them in their effort to construct 

and maintain a prized self-concept. The implications of these 

limits are mentioned in the following passage taken from Gerth 

and Mills (1953:90). 

15 Scimecca (1977) argues that Gerth and Mills' Character 
and Social Structure (1953) is seminal to an overall understanding 
of the works of C. Wright Mills. Scimecca writes: 

Mills, by focusing upon roles played in various insti
tutional orders, and how these various institutional 
orders combine in a given society to form historical 
types of social structures, is able to formulate the 
general model of a social system he had been calling 
for since his graduate student days (p. 37). 

Roles and one's self-image are "entrenched" within a social context. 
The psychology of the individual and the controls of society are 
linked through the concept of role. Roles make up the person; 
institutions are made up of roles; society is made up of institutions. 
Mills' holds a view of the self similar to Cooley's looking-glass 
self; the self is a reflection of the appraisals of others. The 
image a person holds of himself and that held by significant others 
becomes integrated and forms an individual's self-image. Three 
basic principles determine the individual's selection of significant 
others: (1) cumulative confirmations, (2) selection by position 
and career, and (3) the confirming use of the intimate other. 
The three principles are integrated in that the social position 
of the person sets limits for the selection of significant others 
(p. 41). 

16Gecas (1982) and Smith (1968) provide reviews of the 
literature on the self-concept as a source of motivation and the 
self-esteem motive. 



Thwarted in his public research for a confirming other, 
the person may rstrict his search for confirming others 
to a few intimate others. Perhaps this is especially true 
of persons who occupy inferior institutional positions, 
who thus try to build durable, intimate relations with 
which to counteract public depreciation. The number of 
intimate others may even become drastically restricted 
and at times become a sole significant other. The person 
may attempt to derive the image of his or her self entirely 
from the appraisals of this particular other. 

If what Gerth and Mills say is true, we can expect those persons 

1n socially devalued positions to have a smaller social network 

from which to draw significant others; this limits their sources 

of self-esteem, and the institutions they are restricted to will 

become important or significant to them. 

Gerth and Mills' remarks are relevant for understanding 

the effects of work and family on the choice of significant others 

for women and men. Many people still expect men to give priority 

to occupational goals and women to give priority to familial goals 

(Coser and Rokoff, 1971). Women's traditional role is seen as 

domestic, communal, and expressive, while men's traditional role 

is occupational, agentic, and instrumental (Bakan, 1966; Parsons, 

1955). These characterizations of male and female roles reflect 

the institutional confinement of women to the domestic sphere and 

men's dominance of the public sphere. 

In terms of self-conceptions, we should expect that the 

domestic and public domains should find expression in male and 

female self-conceptions and social action. A quote from Lakoff 

(1975:82) appears to support this idea. She writes, I~omen are 

person-oriented, interested in their own and each other's mental 
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states and respective statuses; men are object-oriented, interested 

in the outside world." 

How are the domestic and private spheres related to one's 

choice of significant others? Traditional sex roles dictate that 

women should be confined primarily to the domestic sphere with 

its activities which are held in low esteem, both by housewives 

themselves (Oakley, 1974) and society at large (Nilson, 1977). 

Isolated from the highly valued activities and rewards of the public 

sphere and with a more restricted social network from which to 

choose significant others to bolster her self-esteem, the housewife 

becomes more dependent on her marriage and on the affirmation and 

approval of her spouse for her self-esteem. 

Rosenberg (1973) has also examined the question of how 
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a person's location in the social structure affects the significance 

given to others in a sample of children in grades 3 to 12 in Baltimore 

City. Mead (1934) noted that interaction is the basic social procecs. 

Rosenberg qualifies Mead's statement by noting that with whom we 

interact and the nature of this interaction are largely determined 

by our social statuses within a given social and cultural system, 

much akin to Gerth and Mills' account. 

Rosenberg found that the locus of self-knowledge among 

children is largely external. While this appears to decrease with 

age, he found that younger children felt that others, particularly 

parents, were better able to evaluate personal qualities and had 

a more accurate understanding of the children's deeper thoughts 



and feelings. Drawing on Merton's (1957) concept of role-set, 

Rosenberg argues that a person's position in the social structure 

affects the content of the child's role-set by determining the 

statuses, group memberships, and social categories a person occupies. 

Their social position is expected to have a controlling efect on 

which others are significant for the child, determining with whom 

(s)he has primary and secondary relationships, and with whom (s)he 

enters into specified power relationships (Rosenberg, 1973:851). 

Rosenberg's account is consistent with the analysis offered 

by Gerth and Mills. Rosenberg suggests that greater concern will 

be given to those others that are in a position to satisfy or thwart 

the child's desires (p. 851). Rosenberg's remarks are relevant 

for a discussion of the social position of women. It has been 
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noted by many (e.g., Laws, 1975; Gave and Tudor, 1973) that a person's 

gender serves as an important ascribed status and acts as a master 

status influencing a large range of thoughts and behavior. Being 

"female" and those types of thinking and acting which are seen 

as integral to the female status are generally held in low esteem 

~n a majority of the world's cultures (Broverman et al., 1972; 

Rosaldo, 1974). 

Women's often-noted other-diLectedness (Reisman et al., 

1950) or people-orientedness (Rosenberg, 1950) is sometimes viewed 

as a product of early socialization practices (e.g., Rosenberg 

and Simmons, 1975). The explanation offered here points to women's 

lower social status as the important causal factor in accounting 
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for their often-noted people-otientedness. Denied access to many 

of society's sources of higher social positions, women show greater 

concern for those others who are in a position to satisfy or thwart 

their desires. Cut off from valued societal avenues for constructing 

and maintained a prized self-concept, women are forced "outward" 

d h f h ' If nd 'd ' 17 towar ot ers or t e~r se -esteem a ~ entlty. 

The work of Rosenberg and Gerth and Mills suggests that 

the degree of significance attributed to another affects the relation-

ship between how a person imagines they are seen and evaluated 

18 
by others, the perceived self, and how the person evaluates him/her-

self, their self-esteem. Their work supports the proposition that 

a subordinate social position produces a greater dependence on 

others for self-esteem. 

What happens if a woman should participate in the male-

dominated public sphere with its more highly valued activities? 

Research shows that employment outside the marriage incresses a 

woman's power within her marriage. Traditionally, men made the 

17 Possibly this turning "outward" by women may have a sig
nificance for understanding their greater religiosity. From a 
Marxian perspective, this greater religiosity reflects their alienation 
from values social activities and higher social statuses. 

18 
Rosenberg (1973:857) notes that no standard terminology 

exists to communicate the idea of a person's perception of how 
others see and evaluate them. Several attempts have been made, 
for example, the "looking-glass self" (Cooley, 1912), the "perceived 
responses of others" (Miyamoto and Dornbusch, 1956), the "perceived 
generalized other" (Reeder et a1., 1960, and the "reflected self" 
(Backman et al., 1963). Following Rosenberg's preference. the 
terms perceived self or perceived selves are used here to refer 
to the perceptions of how others see and evaluate a person. 



decisions, both within and outside of marriage, their power resting 

on the belief that they were more competent in decision-making. 

Wife employment and decreasing male dominance appear to be countering 

this norm somewhat (Fox, 1973; Scanzoni, 1978; Szinovacz, 1978). 

Along with income, full-time employment gives a woman a separate 

social status, new skills and experiences, and increased feelings 

of self-confidence. These resources can make the wife more inclined 

to make decisions and more competent in doing so (Scanzoni and 

McCoy, 1983). Working women, then, by participating in the more 

valued activities of the public sphere, have a wider social circle 

of potential significant others from which to choose. This leads 

us to expect that working women should be less dependent on their 

marriage and their spouses's affirmation, acceptance, and approval 

for their self-esteem. 

While the discussion to this point has focused primarily 

on married women, the argument should also apply to married men 

as well. The central role of a man's work in his self-conception 

has been often noted (Mackie, 1983). A frequent consequence of 

unemployment is lowered self-esteem (Liem and Liem, 1978) because 

of the loss of an important source of self-esteem. Without his 

job, a man's social circle becomes more restricted. We should, 

therefore, expect that the unemployed man will also be more dependent 

on his marriage and his wife's affirmation, acceptance, and approval 

as sources for bis self-esteem. 
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Komarovsky (1971), in her book The Unemployed Man and His 

Family, provides some support for this claim. In a section concerned 

with the husband's reaction to his loss of employment, Komarovsky 

writes: 

The struggle for status took various for~s. It manifested 
itself in part in the increased IItouchinessll and in overemphasis 
of his authority. The husband frequently becomes sensitive 
to the slightest threats to his status. Incidents which 
would have passed unnoticed now arouse his anger. • •• 
Apparently his sense of insecurity is so profound and ever
present that he views the most trivial incidents of daily 
life in relation to his status. • •• His anxiety and 
insecurity make very incident a reminder of his defeat 
and a hidden threat and insult to which he reacts with 
irritation and bitterness. As one man put it, '~y ears 
have become sharper. I hear too much. I take things to 
heart which before I wouldn't have even heard ll (pp. 43-
44) • 

I have argued, consistent with other current theoretical positions 

(e.g., Kanter, 1977), that similar structural positions produce 

similar thoughts and behaviors in man and women--in the case examined 

here, the choice of significant others. 

Based on the paper's argument, three hypotheses were formu-

lated. 

Hypothesis 1. The self-esteem of married women, because 
of their generally lower status in society 
as women, is more dependent on the affirmation 
and approval of their spouses and their 
marriages than the self-esteem of married 
men. 

Hypothesis 2. The self-esteem of working wives, because 
of their higher social status, is less 
dependent on their spouses' affirmation 
and approval and their marriages than 
the self-esteem of nonworking wives. 

Hypothesis 3. The self-esteem of nonworking married 
men, because of their lower social status, 
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is more dependent on their spouses' affirmation 
and approval and their marriages than 
the self-esteem of working married men. 

Data and Measures 

The data used in this paper came from a project investigatlng 

married life in Tucson, Arizona. The data represent the responses 
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from 97 married couples interviewed between December 1981 and February 

1982. Both members of the couple were interviewed separately. 

The interview lasted about one hour. 

The sample of 97 couples is composed of three parts, a 

random cluster of 50 couples from 13 Tucson census tracts, a sample 

of 30 couples who took out marriage licenses two years prior to 

the interviewing period, and 17 couples in which the wife was listed 

as a professional in the University of Arizona staff directory 

or 1n the Tucson Yellow Pages. The unit of analysis in the present 

study is the individual not the couple. 

The study's hypotheses were tested using likelihood ratio 

chi-square analysis (Fienberg, 1981; Knoke and Burke, 1980). These 

statistical methods are appropriate for the analysis of cross-tabu-

lations of categorical data. This type of analysis tests the ac-

ceptabi1ity of a number of models which are specified by fitting 

the marginal totals when computing expected frequencies under these 

models. To determine the degree to which the model fits the data, 

that is, the degree to which observed (the fij's) and expected 
A 

(the Fij's) frequencies differ, the likelihood chi-square (L2) 

is used. If the L2 statistic is significantly large at the chosen 



level of significance and witb tbe appropriate degrees of freedom, 

tbis casts doubt on the "goodness of fit" of the model to the data. 

A significant L2 indicates that sampling fluctuations cannot fully 

explain the differences between the expected and observed values, 

and, consequently, the model is rejected. 

The Dependent Variable: 
Self-Esteem 

The variable of self-esteem was measured by responses given 

to three itemB taken from Rosenberg's (1965) widely used Self-Esteem 

Inventory (SEI). Self-esteem refers to judgments persons make 

about tbeir self-worth. The SEI is a measure of the person's global 

self-esteem. 

The husbands and wives were asked to agree or disagree 

with the following statements: "I feel that I have a number of 

good qualities," "I feel tbat I am a person of worth, at least 

on an equ'll plane witb otbers," and "I certainly feel useless at 

times.,,19 Mest attitude measures are routinely constructed by simply 

19 The zero-order correlations for the three items taken 
from Rosenberg's (1965) Self-Esteem Inventory are presented below. 
The respondents failed to disagree with either tbe first or tbe 
second self-esteem item. Consequently, a "higb" response refers 
to a response of "strongly agree;" a "low" response refers to a 
response of "agree." As the analysis shows, the itemB do have 
different relationsbips with tbe affirmation items. 

1. I feel that I have a number of 
good qualities. 

2. I feel that I am a person of worth, 
at least on an equal plane witb 
others. 

3. I certainly feel useless at times. 

SEI SE2 
.67 

.21 

SE3 
.27 
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summing an individual's responses to the total number of itemB 

comprising the index. Another method, the Rasch model (Rasch, 

1966, 1960/1980; Duncan, 1983; Bashway, 1978), is offered here 

as an alternative method of index construction. The log linear 

Rasch model tests the appropriateness of summing responses to a 

set of items assumed to measure some underlying or latent trait. 

It accomplishes this test by establishing whether a pattern of 

responses indicates that all questions are measuring the same latent 

trait. If the Rasch model provides a satisfactory fit, it suggests 

that though the itemB may vary in difficulty, they still measure 

the same latent trait. 20 

The Rasch model was applied to the cross-classification 

of the responses given by the couple members to the three self-

esteem itemB. The model failed to provide a satisfactory fit for 

these data (p < .001) suggesting that tbe items are not measuring 

a single underlying dimension. An examination of the bivariate 

20 Tbe frequencies for the variable of labor-force status 
are presented separately for men and women. 

Sex 
Labor-Force Status Men Women 

Working full-time 75.3% (73) 46.4% (45) 
Working part-time 3.1 ( 3) 12.4 (12) 
With job, not at work 3.1 ( 3) 0.0 ( 0) 
Unemployed etc. 2.1 ( 2) 1.0 ( 1) 
Retired 14.0 (14) 11.3 (11) 
In school 2.1 ( 2) 5.2 ( 5)' 
Keeping house 0.0 ( 0) 21.6 (21) 
Other 0.0 ( 0) 2.1 ( 2) 

TOTAL 100.0 (97) 100.0 (97) 
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relationships between the items suggested t~o of the items, tbe 

QUALITIES and EQUAL items, because of the high inter-item corre

lation (Gamma: .97), be combined into a single self-esteem index; 

tbe remaining item, tbe "Useless" item, is used separately in the 

analysis. 

The three items come from Rosenberg's widely used Se1f

Esteem Inventory (Robinson and Shraver, 1969). The results presented 

bere should caution future researchers wben they use items drawn 
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from "established" measures. Items purportiLlg to measure a single 

trait, in fact, may not. A test sucb as the Rasch model strengthens 

our confidence tbat the items we use are actually measuring a single 

dimension. Perbaps some of tbe problems with tbe research on self

esteem (e.g., Wells and Marwel1, 1978; Wylie, 1961, 1979) may be 

overcome by paying more explicit attention to questions of measurement 

validity and reliability. 

Independent Variables 

Gender. Gender was measured by using a dummy variable 

coded 0 if the respondent was a woman and 1 if the respondent was 

a man. 

Labor Force Status. Tbe labor force status of tbe respondents 

was assessed by tbeir responses to an item tbat asked them: "Last 

week were you working full-time, part-time, going to scboo1, keeping 

bouse, or what?" The respondents stated tbat tbey were either 

(0) working full-time; (1) working part-time; (2) with a job but 

not at work because of temporary illness, vacation, strike; 



(3) unemployed, laid off, looking for work; (4) retired; (5) in 

school; (6) keeping house; and (7) other. Labor force status is 

coded as a dummy variable: 0 for not working (categories 1 through 

7)21 and 1 for employed full-time (category 0). 

The Perceived Self.22 Items used by Vanfossen (1981:133) 

to measure affirmation, a dimension of expressive social support, 

were used to operationalize the concept of the perceived self, 

the person's view of how (s)he is seen by others--in this case, 

the person's spouse. 

Affirmation ~s behavior that expresses appreciation for 

the value and worth of another person. It involves contributing 

21 The zero-order correlations for the affirmation items 
used to measure the perceived self are presented here. Because 
the two items measure different aspects of affirmation, the items 
are treated as separate indicators of affirmation. 

1. My marriage doesn't give me enough 
opportunity to become the sort of 
person I'd like to be. 

2. My (husband, wife) is someone who 
appreciates me just as I am. 

A1 A2 

.46 

22 The importance of structural position for role-taking 
and power can be seen in other work. Thomas et al. (1972) founD 
support for the proposition that persons in high-power positions 
do not· use role-taking to the same degree as low-power persons. 
Goffman (1959) views role-taking as a means of socialization and 
as a means by which others can be controlled. Sensitivity and 
accuracy in role-taking are useful means for controlling others 
by pleasing them on their own terms. Rose (1969) sees empathy 
(a concept conceptually similar to role-taking) as a means by which 
minority groups can adjust to expressions of dominance by dominant 
groups. Be notes, "One of the privileges of power, perhaps an 
often overlooked one, is the privilege of insensitivity to the 
negative attitude of others" (p. 476). 
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to and affirming the sense of self that a person would like to 

have. Affirmation is the expressive support a person can give 

to another by affirming that the other is the kind of person (s)he 

wants to be and by appreciating what (s)he already is. 
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Two items were used to measure the degree to which the 

husbands and wives feel affirmed by their spouse (their perceived 

self). They were asked whether they agreed or disagreed with the 

following statements: '~y marriage doesn't give me enough opportunity 

to become the sort of person I'd like to be" and '~y (husband, 

wife) is someone who appreciates me just as I am." Because of 

the different referents of the items, marriage in the former and 

one's spouse in the latter, the two items were used separately 

in the analysis to capture any variation these different referents 

might produce. 

Results 

Tablell presents the cross-tabulations between the two 

measures of self-esteem, the self-esteem (ESTEEM) index and the 

single item, USELESS, and the two affirmation items, APPRECIATES 

and MARRIAGE. ESTEEM is associated with both APPRECIATES and MARRIAGE. 

The single self-esteem item, USELESS, 1S associated with only one 

of the affirmation items, MARRIAGE. 

The pattern of associations found between the measures 

of self-esteem and the affirmation items is consistent with previous 

research on the theory of reflected appraisals (Rosenberg, 1973, 

1981). These associations provide additional support for the theory 



Table 11. Percent Responses to ESTEEM by MARRIAGE and APPRECIATES. 

Marriage* Appreciates** 

ESTEEM: A D SD D A SA 

Low 56 76 45 50 75 46 

High 44 24 55 50 25 54 

(N = ) (23) (07) (64) (22) (05) (57) 

(chi-square = 16.47. (chi-square = 15.89. 
2 df. P < .01) 2 df. P < .01) 

USELESS:*** 

Low 91 60 55 68 62 60 

High 9 40 45 32 38 40 

(N = ) (23) (07) (64) (22) (115) (57) 

(chi-square = 10.04. (chi-square a .49. 
2 df, P < .01) 2 df, p < .78) 

* "My marriage doesn't give me enough opportunity to become the 
sort of person I'd like to be." 

** I~y spouse is someone who appreciates me just as I am." 

*** "I certainly feel useless at times." 
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of reflected appraisals: we think about ourselves and evaluate 

ourselves as we imagine otbers do. 

The first hypothesis predicts the association between self

esteem and affirmation should be stronger for women than for 'men. 

In other words, the first hypothesis predicts a three-way interaction 

between self-esteem, affirmation, and gender: the association 
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between self-esteem and affirmation should vary according to gender. 

Table 12 presents the cross-tabulations between self-esteem, affirmation, 

and gender. 

Considering first the responses to ESTEEM by APPRECIATES 

and GENDER, the hypothesis is not supported. A model specifying 

an association between APPRECIATES and ESTEEM independent of GENDER 

provides an acceptable fit to the data (L2 ~ 9.03, 5 df, P < .10). 

Another model specifying separate effects of APPRECIATION on ESTEEM 

and GENDER on ESTEEM provided a significant improvement on the 

first model (L2 = 2.56, 4 df, p < .63). This second model also 

fails to provide support for the hypothesis. 

An examination of the responses to ESTEEM by MARRIAGE and 

GENDER shows that these data also fail to support the first hypothesis; 

the association between self-esteem and affirmation does ~ot vary 

by gender~ A model specifying separate effects of MARRIAGE on 

ESTEEM and GENDER on ESTEEM, rather than the three-way interaction, 

provided a satisfactory fit (L 2 = 4.50, 4 df, p < .34). 

Table 13 provides the cross-tabulations of the responses 

to the single self-esteem item, USELESS, by APPRECIATES &nd GENDER. 
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Table 12. Percent Responses to ESTEEM by APPRECIATES, MARRIAGE, 
and GENDER. 

Women Men 

APPRECIATES: D A SA D A SA 

ESTEEM: 

Low 54 66 36 46 82 58 

Higb 46 34 64 54 18 42 

(N = ) (1) (53) (33) (ll) (62) (24) 

MARRIAGE: A D SD A D SD 

ESTEEM: 

Low 62 64 36 50 87 54 

Higb 38 36 64 50 13 46 

(N c ) (13) (53) (31) (10) (54) (33) 



Table 13. Percent Responses to USELESS by APPRECIATES,. MARRIAGE, 
and GENDER. 

Women Men 

APPRECIATES :* D A SA D A SA 

USELESS:** 

Low 82 64 54 54 60 67 

High 18 36 46 46 40 33 

(N = ) (11) (53) (33) (11) (62) (24) 

MARRIAGE: *** A D SD D A SD 

USELESS: 

Low 62 64 36 50 87 54 

High 38 36 64 50 13 46 

(N = ) (13) (53) (31) (10) (54) (33) 

* ''My spouse is someone who appreciates me just as I am." 

** "I certainly feel useless at times." 

*** "My marriage doesn't give me enough opportunity to become the 
sort of person I'd like to be." 

85 



A model specifying that USELESS is independent of APPRECIATES and 

GENDER provides a satisfactory fit (L2 
c 3.53, 5 df, P < .62). 

Because the model lacks the predicted interaction, it fails to 

provide support for the first hypothesis. 

Looking next at Table 13 and the USELESS, MARRIAGE, and 

GENDER cross-tabulations, a model specifying an association between 

USELESS and MARRIAGE independent of GENDER provides a satisfactory 

fit (L2 
c 4.12, 5 df, P < .53). An examination of the responses 

to the MARRIAGE item suggested that "partitioning" (Duncan, 1975) 

might alter the picture of results somewhat. It was possible to 

combine the "low" and "medium" categories of the MARRIAGE item. 

An examination of the partitioned table shows that none of the 

eight unsaturated models provide acceptable fits to the data. 

This indicates the saturated model, a model that perfectly reproduces 

the observed cell frequencies with no degrees of freedom remaining, 

provides an acceptable fit to these data. The saturated model 

tells us there is a three-way interaction. as predicted, between 
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USELESS, MARRIAGE, and GENDER. The odds computed from the observed 

frequencies estimating the three-way interaction are shown graphically 

in Figure 3. The odds on a high self-esteem response are greater 

for men in the low affirmation category (men:women odds ratio a 

5.65); the odds on a high self-esteem response are higher for women 

in the high (combined medium and higb) affirmation category (women:men 

odds ratio c 1.54). 



Odds on 
"High" 
Self-
Esteem 
(USELESS 
Item)* 

87 

Log Odds 
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-----------------x---------------------------x---------
MARRIAGE :** Agree Strongly 

Disagree*** 

* "I certainly feel useless at time" ("High" self-esteem c ''Disagree''). 

** '~y marriage doesn't give me enough opportunity to become the sort 
of person I'd like to be." 

*** Includes Disagree responses. 

Figure 3. Observed Odds Under the Saturated Model for Table 3. 



How can these mixed results be explained? Perhaps the 

results can be attributed to the nature of the self-esteem items. 

The ESTEEM index, comprised of the EQUAL and QUALITIES items, appears 

to represent attributes of the individual compared to others; the 

USELESS item represents another dimension, namely, the individual's 

assessment of their usefulness. The research literature supports 

this distinction (see Gecas, 1981). That is, there are two types 

of self-esteem: one based on acceptance (the EQUAL and QUALITIES 

items?) and the other based on accomplishments (the USELESS item?). 

If these items do reflect different types of self-esteem, this 

may account for the mixed results. If this is, in fact, the case, 

researchers need to seriously consider both types of self-esteem 

in their theorizing and in the measurement of their theoretical 

constructs. 
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The second hypothesis, based on the work of Gerth and Mills, 

Rosenberg, and others, points to the importance of structural position 

in determining our degree of dependence on others and their significance 

for our self-esteem. Work provides a primary avenue for increasing 

a person's network of potential significant others. As such, it 

should lessen a married individual's dependence on their marriage 

and their dependence on the affirmation supplied by their spouses 

for their self-esteem. 

Table 14 presents the cross-tabulations of the responses 

to ESTEEM by APPRECIATES, MARRIAGE by WORK (labor-force status), 

and GENDER. Again, the ana1ysis examines the effects of the three 



Table 14. Percent Responses to ESTEEH by APPRECIATES, MARRIAGE, 

IIoIll3D 

Bo Y ... 110 

MnlC!!TKBj" __ D__ --A-- ___ ~ __ _D_ ----A-~ -L- ~ 

1lIt'llDh 

Low 76 (I;) 68 (17) 44 (4) 40 (2) 64 (18) 33 (II) 100 (1) 100 (14) 

lIiab " (2) 32 (8) ~ m 60 (3) 36 (10) 67 (16) (0) (0) 

(g - ) (6) (25) (9) m (28) (24) (1) (14) 

MlAIUCZ:·" 

IBTIIDI: 

Low 67 (6) 65 (13) 54 (6) 50 (2) 64 (21) 25 (5) 100 (I) 100 (11) 

lIilb 3) (3) 35 0) 46 (5) 50 (2) 36 (12) 75 (15) (0) (0) 

(R - ) (9) (20) (11) (4) (]3) (20) (I) (17) 

" "My .pou •• i. I~ODC who apprlciatel .. jUlt a. I ... -

.. "My carrilS' dOI.n't siye De onouSb opportunity to bocOWQ the lort of perlon I'd likl to be." 

WORK, 

--11L 

100 (6) 

(0) 

(6) 

100 (3) 

(0) 

(3) 

and GENDER. 

Men 

Y •• 

_D_ --A-- ---l!L-

40 (4) 77 (37) 44 (8) 

60 (6) 23 (11) ~ (10) 

(10) (48) (8) 

44 (4) 81 (3D) 50 (15) 

56 (5) 19 (7) 50 (15) 

( 9) (37) (30) 

co 
\0 
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independent variables on tbe two measures of self-esteem, tbe dependent 

variables, individually. 

Several models provided acceptable fits to tbe data wben 

tbe responses to ESTEEM by APPRECIATES, WORK, and GENDER are examined. 

A model specifying separate effects for eacb of the three independent 

variables on ESTEEM provides an acceptable fit (L2 = 11.04, 7 df, 

p < .136) to tbe data. A model specifying tbe predicted WORK-

APPRECIATES-ESTEEM interaction provides a significant improvement 

2 on the first model (1 c .256, 4 df, p < .99). Tbe model also 

includes tbe GENDER-WORK-ESTEEM interaction. Tbis model, then, 

provides evidence tbat tbe association between affirmation and 

self-esteem varies by labor-force status. Tbe odds calculated 

from the expected frequencies under the model are presented in 

Figure 4. Though an interaction exists, it is contrary to the 

one predicted. Among tbe nonworking, the association between AP-

PRECIATES and ESTEEM bo1ds for women but not for men. The prediction 

was tbat tbey should be tbe same. However, what we see is tbat 

being appreciated by one's spouse is an important source of self-

esteem for unemployed women, but apparently it does not serve the 

same function for unemployed men. Perhaps because work is sucb 

an important source of identity for men, being appreciated by your 

spouse cannot provide a respite from the loss of self-esteem acco~ 

panying tbe loss of a job. A word of caution is in order. Tbis 

finding is based on a very small number of cases. Perhaps a larger, 
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more representative sample, which includes more nonworking men 

might produce different results. 

The picture changes when the association between APPRECIATES 

and ESTEEM is examined for working men and 'Women. Here it seems 
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work functions similarly for both men and women. Among those 'Working, 

work appears to function as a source of self-esteem even when a 

spouse does not appreciate the respondent: odds on the high ESTEEM 

response are high among those who disagree with APPRECIATES. Agreement 

with the APPRECIATES item suggests work does lessen a person's 

dependence for ESTEEM on the appreciation shown by their spouse. 

It also appears those in strong agreement with the APPRECIATES 

item are more likely to give the high ESTEEM response suggesting 

it requires higher levels of appreciation to affect self-esteem. 

This finding lends some credence to the view that acceptance and 

competence are replaceable sources of self-esteem (Coopersmith, 

1967) rather than qualitatively different types of self-esteem 

(Franks and Marolla, 1976). 

Next, the responses to ESTEEM, by MARRIAGE, WORK, and GENDER 

are examined. Again, a model specifying separate effects of the 

three independent variables on ESTEEM provides a satisfactory fit 

(L2 • 9.353, 7 df, p < .22). And, once again, a model specifying 

the predicted WORK-MARRIAGE-ESTEEM three-way interaction and the 

GENDER-WORK-ESTEEM three-way interaction improves significantly 

on the "sepa:t°ate effects" model (L2 
a: .9469, 4 df, p < .917). 

The odds calculated from the expected frequencies under the model 



are presented in Figure 5. Since the relationships represented 

in Figure are similar to those described above in Figure 4 for 

APPRECIATES, that discussion should suffice for these results as 

well. 

Table 15 presents the cross-tabulation of the responses 

to the single self-esteem item, USELESS, by APPRECIATES, WORK, 

and GENDER. Contrary to prediction, a model which shows USELESS 

is independent of the three independent variables provides a satis

factory fit (L2 = 6.29, 11 df, p < .85); the association between 

USELESS and APPRECIATES fails to vary by WORK as predicted. 

Table 16 presents the cross-tabulation of the responses 

to USELESS by MARRIAGE, WORK, and GENDER. A model specifying the 

MARRIAGE-USELESS association affords a satisfactory fit to the 

data, and it provides a parsimonious description of the data (i2 

= 8.12, 9 df, P < .52). This model, however, does not support 

the study's hypothesis. Another more complex model, which includes 

the predicted three-way interaction, also provides a satisfactory 

2 fit to the data (L E 4.88, 6 df, P < .56). This model, though, 

fails to provide a significant improvement over the preferred model. 

While the former model provides a more parsimonious description 

of the data, the more complex model specifying the predicted three-

way interaction is consistent with the hypothesis. Consequently, 

the hypothesis is considered to be supported by these data. The 

log-odds calculated from the expected frequencies under this model 

are presented in Figure 6. 
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Among the nonworking, those who believe that their marriage 

does not allow for self actualization are less likely to give the 

high self-esteem response. At first glance, an explanation for 

this effect is not readily forthcoming. Perhaps it can reasonably 

be dismissed as a rather small effect in comparison to the effect 

of working on the association between USELESS and MA]L~IAGE. In 

other words, not working may be such a powerful experience that 
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it overwhelms the opportunities in marriage for personal satisfaction. 

Just the opposite effect is found among the working; here, as one 

might expect, the odds on the high self-esteem response increase 

as the respondents endorse the statement that their marriages provide 

an opportunity to beco~ the kind of person they want to be. The 

fact that this effect of work is similar for wo~n and men is consistent 

with the work of several sociologists who argue similarity of structural 

position produces similarity in personality (e.g., Epstein, 1983; 

Kanter, 1977). 

Discussion 

Determining the personal effects of larger societal structures 

and processes remains a central task for sociological social-psy

chologists. As such, this paper focused on the personal consequences 

of work for women. Support was found for several of the study's 

hypotheses. Acceptance by one's spouse and marital quality were 

found to be related to self-esteem, though the associations varied 

somewhat by the measure of self-esteem used. Among those who felt 

that their marrlage allowed them to be the kind of person they 



wanted to be, women were 1.54 times more likely than men to give 

a "high" self-esteem response. 

The data were less friendly to the study's other hypotheses. 

The predictions made about working lessening women's dependence 

on marital quality and spouse appreciation for self-estee~ were 

not confirmed. Instead, the data showed marital quality and spouse 

appreciation are important for the self-esteem of both working 

men and women. These findings were taken to be consistent with 

other research which shows that similarity in structural position 

results in similarities 1n thought and behavior for men and women 

(Epstein, 1984; Kanter, 1977). 

An important methodological finding was that the three 

self-esteem items did not measure the same underlying trait when 

analyzed using the Rasch model. These items, taken" from Rosenberg's 

(1965) often-used index, are routinely added together to make an 

index of self-esteem. The findings of the present study suggest 

that whether items measure the same underlying trait is an empirical 

question which needs to be tested against the data and not assumed 

a priori. Perhaps many of the problems in the study of self-esteem 

(e.g., Wylie, 1979) might be overcome if more attention were paid 

to issues of measure validity and reliability. 

Many might quarrel with the sample used here. A larger, 

more representative sample would have been preferred, but none 

was available to the author. That one of the predictions concerning 

a three-way interaction between gender, self-esteem, and affirmation 
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was borne out in these data, despite the small numbers, suggests 

the effect is real. Of course, confidence in these findings will 

be greatly increased should they be replicated in a larger, more 

representative data set. 

That the self and society are different aspects of the 

same reality has become something of a sociological truism since 

Baldwin (1897) and Cooley (1902) first uttered it some time ago. 

Determining the nature of their relationship remains a continuing 
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task for sociologists. By focusing on the nature of this relationship, 

we can perhaps come a little closer to a better understanding of 

the social forces changing our world and ourselves as well. 
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