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Hans Christian Anderson

A b s t r a c t
Hans Christian Anderson, known as the father of the mod-
ern fairytale, wrote the Ugly Duckling as a biography to ex-
press his social identification as a misfit.  Anderson was an 
individual with rare talent enwrapped in an awkward shell; 
with a tall lanky body, long nose, and close set eyes, he felt 
strange in his own skin.  What he had to offer beneath the 
surface however was a beautiful singing voice and an abil-
ity to tell enchanting tales to both little children and adults.  
Ugly Duckling the structural representation as a specialized 
library is intended similarly to depict Anderson’s life story as 
a misfit utilizing architecture and landscape as a dialogue.
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Significance . Understanding

C o p e n h a g e n
Sleek . modern . high density . clean . streamline . 

Vernacular .  traditional . lower density . dirty . unpopular
C h r i s t i a n i a

S y m b o l i s m
The characters that often triumphed in Anderson’s fairy tales were not the strongest, the wisest, nor 
the most superior.  Often, those who triumphed or overcame opposition were the young, the poor, 
the old, the forgotten, the outsider, the meek, and the oppressed.  He gave special strength and wis-
dom to these characters in ways that defied reason.  In the Emperor’s New Clothes, a child displays 
more honesty and integrity than the king.  In the Ugly Duckling, the duckling is ridiculed by his peers 
for his awkward form and in the end becomes a beautiful swan superior to the rest.  This story was 
in fact a biography of himself as Anderson was a physically awkward individual with rare talent and 
was said to have had royal blood as an illegitimate child of the crowned price.  Anderson was often 
earthy, amoral, and fatalistic in his fairy tales.  He challenged the norm in storytelling that had been 
full of Christian imagery and moral instruction, and spoke with a direct, informal, even vulgar and 
cynical tone as if to challenge the status quo.  

In Denmark, there is an area located on the opposite side of a waterway to Copenhagen called Chris-
tiania known as the “rebel society.”  Though Scandinavians pride themselves in their “open-minded-
ness,” this is one group of society that is considered to be unwelcome.  They have set themselves 
apart from the rest by their resistance to conform to the government demands of taxation, housing 
regulations, and anti-substance abuse policies.  As the members of Christiania have chosen to set 
themselves apart from the rest of society, so Anderson also sought to step away from how things 
had been done before and brought about a new way of life and of thinking in his storytelling.  
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Goals . Meanings . Methods

R e p r e s e n t a t i o n
The oil painting on the far right hand side is a conceptual representation of the project.  Hans Christian Anderson 
is submerged in water as if to express his efforts to immerse himself in that which he was best.  In the case of Ugly 
Duckling the fairytale, it was swimming; he continued to return to the water because that was the one place where he 
could excel.  In reality it was literature, he was a master at storytelling.  Anderson’s reflection in the water is distorted 
to show his self perception as a physically flawed individual.  In the background is a faded image of his childhood 
in Odense, Demark where he grew up.  On the right are two undulating forms representing the social climate and 
culture of Copenhagen and Christiania, one is very sophisticated while the other is very colorful and laidback.  These 
assume a similar form to one of the paper models and suggest that the structure will rise out of the water and will 
accommodate the surrounding culture.  The vegetation growing out of the structure and directing the viewer’s gaze 
back to Anderson represent the green roofs of Ugly Duckling the library and are meant to soften and enrich the 
physical environment amidst the water while making reference to the natural inner beauty that Anderson had to offer. 
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Process . Procedure

m E t h o d o l o g y
Anderson would often use paper cutting as a means for telling stories.  While children gathered 
round to listen he would simultaneously cut away at a single folded sheet of paper; once unfold-
ed it revealed a masterpiece that told a tale of its own.  This idea of cutting away from a single 
surface to depict a narrative was used to derive the structure and to express Anderson’s story as 
a misfit, one with an abrasive façade, but with a rich interior and access to great beauty.   green 
roofs of Ugly Duckling the library and are meant to soften and enrich the physical environment 
amidst the water while making reference to the natural inner beauty that Anderson had to offer.
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Black Diamond . Schmidt, Hammer & Lassen . Copenhagen . 1999

E x e m p l a r y . w o r k
The Black Diamond is a modern building on the waterfront in Copenhagen used as the 
Royal Library to supplement the old adjacent library.  Its shape suggests a diamond 
mirroring itself in the waters of the canals of Copenhagen. The building is made of 
glass and steel, and clad in black granite.  The Diamond floats on a ribbon of raised 
glass, offering views into the foyer from the exterior and panoramic views of the entire 
waterfront from within.  Its twisted shape and inclined facades are dynamic features 
clearly distinguished from the traditional square angles of the original library, while vari-
ous walkways break through the form of the Diamond to make a connection between 
the two buildings.  Daylight plays an important role in the character of the space, com-
ing from the large skylight at the height of the atrium and by reflected light from the 
water outside.  Inside the great atrium of the Diamond, organic wave-like balconies 
mirror the motion of the water contrasting with the rigid forms of the diamond shell.  
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A p p l i c a t i o n
The Black Diamond is an excellent work of architecture to 
review because of its success in drawing the outside envi-
ronment into the building, and because it is the neighboring 
structure to the proposed Ugly Duckling building.  The op-
position between the rigid and organic forms creates a won-
derful play of movement within the building, while the undu-
lating balcony serves to direct ones view out to the water.  
The materiality of the Black Diamond also reflects the water 
beautifully to create an illusion of an extension of the canal.  
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Site Location

D e n m a r k

L a n g e b r o
Langebro bridge shares an axis with Hans 
Christian Anderson Boulevard connecting 
Copenhagen to Christiania.    Surround-
ing the bridge are various features to draw 
individuals.    Southeast of Langebro is 
the small summer oasis known as Islands 
Brygge.  It draws hundreds of swimmers 
and sunbathers during the warm summer 
months.  On the Northwest side of the 
bridge is the Royal Library called the Black 
Diamond.  It is an architectural work of art 
that beautifully reflects the water from the 
canal and draws hundreds of students 
daily.           Adjacent to the Black Diamond 
are a series of wooden terraces allowing 
people to sit and enjoy the beautiful sea 
breezes and peacefulness of the water.
C l i m a t e 
Temperate .  humid and overcast . mild, 
windy winters . cool summers (~68°F) . 
moderate rainfall . grey skies are normal . 
mild weather all four seasons
C u l t u r e
oOer 98% of the population speaks Dan-
ish . fluent in English . egalitarian society 
F e a t u r e s
Cycling and pedestrian friendly city . Copenhagen, the capital of Denmark . The Black Diamond . The Royal Opera 
House . Outstanding Subway, Metro, Bus transport system . Tivoli . Islands Brygge

Denmark  has a high recognition of the environment, a strong desire to live eco-friendly and an admirable ability to 
utilize their resources effectively.    
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Form

D i a g r a m

Through the process of cutting, folding, sketching, and modeling a building at last emerged as a 
delicate series of glass boxes cascading over the water.  Tall steel vertical cantilevering fins mask 
this delicate structure and ride the water’s movement.  The building appears as if it has risen out 
of the site twisted, manipulated, and rotated into place to maximize its position along the harbor.  
Ugly Duckling is a specialized library housing Anderson’s literary works for the public’s enjoy-
ment.  It will be located along Langebro Harbor in Copenhagen, Denmark, near Anderson’s roots.  
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Level 1 . Staff lounge



Ugly Duckling Ugly Duckling

4.2
R

espo
n

se

Level 1 . Reading lounge
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Level3 . Children’s Lounge
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Capstone . Team Members 

C h a i r . C o m m i t t e e

Paul Reimer serves as the project’s capstone chair.  Reimer 
is a local architect and currently serves as a member of the 
faculty at the University of Arizona School of Architecture.

Carmen Cueva is a part of the Drachman Institute at the 
University of Arizona and is an alumni of the architecture pro-
gram. 

Laura Hollengreen is the capstone director and the history 
professor at the School of Architecture.  

Susan Moody is the Assistant Dean at the University of Ari-
zona School of Architecture and has had several visits to Co-
penhagen, Denmark.
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