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    ABSTRACT 
 

 Following the demise of apartheid, legislative, political and social practices were 

dramatically changed to promote equality and shared access for all South Africans.  Newspapers 

and other mass media texts give insight to the co-construction of ethnic identity post-apartheid 

and evidence the emergence of a new dominant cultural narrative.  In this new dominant cultural 

narrative, the trope of a colorblind national identity is frequently referenced. Another key 

component in this narrative construction is the memorialization of past traumatic events.  This 

dissertation examines the news coverage of the 30th anniversary of the Soweto Uprisings, which 

occurred on June 16, 2006.  The Soweto Uprisings will be framed as a “cultural trauma” 

(Alexander et al., 2004) and methods of critical discourse analysis will be used to examine the 

public construction of national identity in the post-apartheid era.   

 The following questions guide the analysis of news media discourse:  What changes to 

the South African national identity are evidenced in news stories covering the anniversary of the 

Soweto Uprisings? Do racially distinctive communities participate equally in the creation of this 

media discourse?  In what ways are South African ethnic minorities “othered” in news features? 

How did/does the dominant cultural narrative evidenced in the media discourse influence the 

construction and management of racial identities in the larger context of South African society?  

The examination of the co-construction of national and racial identities in these news features 

draws upon an amalgamation of CDA methodologies outlined in Fairclough (1995, 1999), van 

Dijk (1988, 1991), and Wodak (Wodak & Weiss, Eds., 2003).  The creation and re-creation of a 

shared history from the collective trauma of forcefully imposed, restrictive racialized 

communities is a dimension of national identity construction saliently evidenced by changes in 

the public discourse or dominant/counter narratives.  Media discourse illustrates the emergence 
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of colorblind national identity as the desirable, or default, national identity in post-apartheid 

South Africa and highlights the journalistic role in the creation and management of racial and 

national identities, liberation narratives, and reconciliatory discourses. 
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    CHAPTER 1:  INTRODUCTION 

South Africa and racial identity construction 

Perhaps no other site in recent years has addressed the construction of racial identity in a 

public medium as directly as South Africa. From 1948-1993, an open policy of rigid racial 

segregation was practiced throughout South African society.  Apartheid, which means 

“separateness” or “apartness” in Afrikaans, labeled citizens in four ethnic categories, including 

black, white, colored or mixed race, and Asian.  These distinct groups were completely 

segregated from one another in virtually all contexts of society, such as the workplace, 

educational institutions, healthcare, legal systems, and neighborhood communities.   

In 1962, the United Nations General Assembly called for members to break economic 

and diplomatic ties with South Africa due to the extreme and overt policy of segregation and 

violence perpetrated in conjunction with those official policies.  Western countries in Europe and 

the Americas, with the exception of the United States,  began to apply some pressure with 

economic boycotts in the 1970s, but this was increased dramatically in the late 1980s and early 

1990s.  Economic sanctions influenced an international isolation that may have contributed to the 

abandonment of apartheid policies in 1993.  Within the country of South Africa itself, freedom 

fighters staged civil disobedience actions and protests that were frequently met with violence and 

criminal prosecution.  The leading movement was organized as the African National Congress 

(ANC) and although its founders hoped for recognition as a predominantly black political party, 

they were banned from participation in government activities and many left the country due to 

threats and other intimidation techniques, while others were forcefully exiled.  Outspoken 

members were often jailed and/or subject to violent crimes (www.sahistory.org.za). 
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One well-known casualty of this violent history is Stephen Biko, a leading young 

member of the ANC and South African Student Association (SASO), who was jailed for his 

vocal protests and leadership activities in the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM).  He died 

at the hands of his jailors less than one month after incarceration.  Undoubtedly, the most famous 

of these ANC freedom fighters that also endured imprisonment and violence is Nelson Mandela.  

Mandela was elected as President immediately after the end of the apartheid regime and his 

name has become synonymous with freedom of black South Africans and post-apartheid South 

Africa. 

 

FIGURE 1:  Map of South Africa. Source:  Retrieved from 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/maps/maptemplate_sf.html 
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 An emblematic occurrence tied to the fall of apartheid is the Soweto Uprisings, which 

occurred in 1976.  This pivotal event in South African history grew out of a peaceful protest 

against restrictive school language policies in Soweto, an impoverished, crowded area located 

outside of Johannesburg.  The schools were drastically underfunded and overcrowded.  

Complaints about the conditions had achieved no results; in fact, no substantial dialogue had 

been recorded to address the parents, students and faculty concerns.  Instead, an act was passed 

that prohibited instruction in native tongues and called for instruction in Afrikaans-only in a 

number of required subjects.  This led students to organize a peaceful demonstration that was 

met with police force.  The protest ended with over 300 dead in Soweto alone and more than 700 

dead and 5,000 injured throughout South Africa (Baines, 2007). Sam Nzima’s photograph of one 

of these victims, Hector Pieterson, became a globally consumed image reflecting the toll of 

apartheid policies.  The commemoration of the Soweto Uprisings, known as Youth Day, receives 

considerable media attention each year.   

  Youth Day highlights the integral role that the student revolt played in the repeal of 

restrictive legislative and economic policies of apartheid. Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) 

and numerous other legislative restructurings brought a number of the members of the ANC and 

the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) into positions of influence, and seemingly of power, 

within the beginning months of the new South Africa.  However, the redefinition and 

renegotiation of racial categories was not straightforward nor easily agreed upon.  Of course, 

many of these pivotal changes and reactions to those decisions were reflected in the news media.  

  In this discourse analysis, news coverage in three major arenas was initially explored.  

Those arenas included news stories relating to work, home/family and education.  These texts 
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and that organizational framework did provide insight to the construction of racial identity post-

apartheid and evidence the emergence of a new dominant cultural narrative.  However, upon 

reading in these areas of daily life in post-apartheid South Africa, the coverage of the Youth Day 

celebrations emerged as a striking example of the co-construction of a new South African 

national narrative that focuses upon struggle and liberation in tandem with a new racially blind 

identity. 

A movement to create historical spaces that exemplify the sacrifices of the black African 

students, the ANC and Black Consciousness Movement’s members has been underway since the 

early 1990s.  Early during this time period, Youth Day was created to commemorate the date of 

the Soweto Uprisings, June 16th, 1976.  The holiday seeks to highlight the sacrifice of young 

lives in the liberation of Black South Africans and the creation of the new South African 

democratic state.  On the anniversaries of the uprisings, news features discussing South African 

youth become more prolific and frequent comparisons are found to the ‘class of 76’.  This often 

means that the political involvement and community service of young people are scrutinized in 

political speeches and media texts.   

A prevalent theme of racial harmony and a colorblind national identity among the new 

South African youth emerges in these texts.  These particular pieces often downplay the horrors 

of the actual events on June 16, 1976, focusing instead on the great distances that have been 

covered in closing the gap between black and white South African identities.  Terms such as 

“Rainbow Nation” and The New South African “colorblind” national identity occur frequently in 

this discourse.  These news features also largely ignore the current economic plight of a majority 

of black South Africans in favor of a portrayal of the new affluent, black South African.  In 

keeping with this alternative narrative to the once dominant apartheid-constructed one, youth are 
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focused upon as evidence of change and the effectiveness of a democratic, racially equal society.  

It is not unusual across cultures to find a focus on youth as a symbol of hope for the future, 

change and enlightenment. This future mythos is frequently based upon the perception linked to 

hard-learned lessons of predecessors which are often characterized by disappointment, 

oppression and guilt.  This portrayal of black South African youth, however, obfuscates the 

socioeconomic disparities among races and the continuing racial separation that mirrors old 

South Africa’s apartheid guidelines.    
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Overview of conceptual framework 

Researchers working in the fields of political science, psychology, identity studies, 

history and health have generated the majority of previous studies examining the media coverage 

of racial topics in South African media.  Literature is drawn from a variety of fields and the 

discourse analysis is grounded in the political context of South Africa. The inclusion of the 

political dimension is both natural and necessary.  As van Dijk (1997) argues, “Indeed much of 

political power may safely be operationalized in terms of the means and patterns of access and 

control of politicians, parties or political movements over public discourse. Who controls public 

discourse, at least partly controls the public mind, so that discourse analysis of such control is at 

the same time inherently a form of political analysis” (p. 45). This study adds to this body of 

research by highlighting the crucial role of media in describing, negotiating and managing 

societal diversity and, in some cases, perpetuating racist ideologies.  Critical discourse analysis 

provides an effective lens to examine this context due to its focus upon power relationships and 

more particularly the imbalance in those relationships.  Van Dijk (1991) describes CDA and its 

distinction from other forms of discursive analysis in the following passage: “[CDA] focuses on 

social problems, and especially on the role of discourse in the production and reproduction of 

power abuse or domination.  Wherever possible, it does so from a perspective that is consistent 

with the best interests of dominated groups” (p. 2).   

In order to further explore the discourse of political transformation, I also incorporate an 

interdisciplinary approach drawing from sociological and psychological research on trauma and 

identity formation.  Within this framework, the Soweto Uprisings will be identified as a “cultural 

trauma” situated within the larger traumatic experience of the apartheid era.  I use this term as 
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defined in the collaborative work of Alexander et al. (2004).  Another of the leading theorists 

featured in this work, Smelser, defines the term as follows:  

We may now advance a formal definition of cultural trauma:  a memory accepted  and 

 publicly given credence by a relevant membership group evoking an event or a situation 

 which is a) laden with negative affect, b) represented as indelible, and c) regarded as 

 threatening a society’s existence or violating one or more of its fundamental cultural 

 presuppositions. (p. 44) 

The Soweto Uprisings constitute a cultural trauma in that the event is now represented 

with the celebration of Youth Day, which holds negative connotations as a commemoration of 

fallen youth.  It is identified as an indelible event and arguably succeeded in threatening the 

existence of the apartheid society.  The “fundamental cultural presupposition” that the minority 

black population would not voice their dissent in the oppressive apartheid setting unraveled with 

the clear violation of this parameter signified by the student protesting against Afrikaans-only 

instruction. 

The cultural trauma theory asserts the notion of apology performance as necessary for 

continued existence of the collective comprised of victims, perpetrators and witnesses.  South 

African media texts address this need for authentic apology and highlight the continued 

dissonance resulting amongst racial group with regards to the sincerity of reconciliation efforts 

and level of responsibility associated with the crimes of apartheid.  While the Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission is frequently studied and cited as a model of healing and recovery, 

Alexander (2004) points out that this type of commission could not have achieved this affect 

until black South Africans had gained dominant governmental control (p. 20).  The new, 

collective South African identity emerged in the post apartheid context not simply as a result of 
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the demise of the extremist apartheid political edifice, but primarily due to the black South 

African collective of victims and their willingness to entertain the possibility of authentic 

apology and repair to an inclusive South African identity. 

Journalism as a representation of a collective identity has received a great deal of 

attention in postcolonial studies of all disciplines.  I would like to situate this study within a 

tradition of scholarly work emanating from key sociological theorists, such as Bourdieu.  His 

argument that social networks can create and reproduce inequities is applicable to the case of the 

news media’s portrayal of the new South African national identity as a colorblind one. In 

particular, Bourdieu’s (1991) “symbolic capital” and “symbolic violence” provide valuable terms 

to describe the orchestration of reader perceptions at work in the coverage of the colorblind 

identity.  

 In addition, Fowler (1991) follows a semiotic approach to understanding the influence 

that reporters, editors and their texts exert over a collective citizenry.  In his study of British 

newspapers, he makes a clear connection between press coverage and the public perception of 

socioeconomic difference.  He describes the role of the news texts and public consciousness in 

this manner: “News is a representation of the world in language; because language is a semiotic 

code, it imposes a structure of values, social and economic in origin, on whatever is represented; 

and so inevitably news, like every discourse, constructively patterns that of which it speaks.  

News is a representation in this sense of construction; it is not a value-free reflection of ‘facts’” 

(p. 4). This study seeks to illustrate this reciprocal process of national identity construction in 

media texts and further examine the formation of a new collective identity in post-apartheid 

South Africa. 
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The work of Benedict Anderson (2006) also informs this analysis.  Anderson’s 

conceptualization of “imagined communities” describes the relationship dynamics among 

journalists, editors, politicians, and citizen readers and the effects on national identity and self-

perception.  The nation-state, as Anderson describes it, is imagined and exists in the minds of its 

citizenry regardless of physical borders.  He explains, "In an anthropological spirit, then, I 

propose the following definition of the nation: it is an imagined political community -- and 

imagined as both inherently limited and sovereign” (p. 5). This description of “imagined 

communities” has led other scholars to envision national identity as an inherently dynamic 

interaction among inhabitants.  In addition, Anderson’s work highlights the advent of print, and 

subsequently mass media, as a development that allowed great narrative cohesiveness throughout 

these communities.  He makes a direct correlation between written text and nationalism.  

Increased nationalism and pride in South African identity dominate the media texts concerning 

Youth Day.  This media coverage attempts to turn a memorialized cultural trauma into a 

collective celebration of apartheid repeal and achievement against discrimination in post 

apartheid South Africa. 
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Leading research questions 

Coverage of racial topics in South African media receives attention in a variety of 

academic disciplines.  This study seeks to add to this body of research by using critical discourse 

analysis and field observations to highlight the crucial role of media in creating, negotiating and 

managing national identity.  This dissertation focuses upon the construction and management of 

racial identity in South African newspaper media. The following questions guide the analysis of 

media discourse:  In what ways are South African ethnic minorities “othered” in news features?  

Do the two racially distinctive communities of black and white South Africans equally 

participate in the creation of this media discourse?  How did/does the dominant cultural narrative 

evidenced in the media discourse influence the construction and management of racial identities 

in the larger context of South African society?  What types of South African national identities 

are represented in the media?  Particularly, how are youth born in the post-apartheid era 

portrayed with regards to national identity and racial integration? 

Through my analysis, the following questions emerged as the most compelling: What 

role does the commemoration of Youth Day play in the construction of the national identity of a 

South African born during/after Mandela’s presidency (1994-1999)?  How do the media portray 

Youth Day to establish, re-establish or challenge racial stereotypes?  Are these media texts 

reflective of a liminal period of growth following the cultural trauma of apartheid?  What is the 

significance of a “colorblind” racial identity in post-apartheid South Africa? Does colorblind 

rhetoric perpetuate racism either implicitly or explicitly? 
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Brief overview of chapters 

 This dissertation begins with a very brief review of historical literature to give an outsider 

an overview of some of the key events and movements surrounding apartheid and, more 

specifically, the shifts in political power that led up to the Soweto Uprisings. Chapter 3 presents 

a review of relevant literature that contains theory from Critical Discourse Studies (CDS), 

identity studies, social psychology and discourse analysis studies in the South African context. 

Chapter 4 outlines the methodology and approach to the subject matter, travel inquiry and 

collection of data.  Following the literature review, historical overview, and methodology 

sections, Chapter 5 begins with content analysis focused primarily upon the macrostructure of 

each text.  This analysis examines the content of the selected news articles followed by a 

discussion of thematic categories, comparative rhetorical strategies, coherence and headline 

structure.  The microstructures of the texts are analyzed in Chapter 6 with particular attention 

paid to passive/active construction of headlines, lexical selection and pronoun diexis.   In the 

final chapter (7), the results of the analysis are synthesized and implications of the analysis are 

highlighted along with ideas for further examination of other racially divided discourses and 

related topics. 
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CHAPTER 2:  HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
 
Early settlement of the Cape 
 

Indigenous peoples such as the Khoekhoe, San and Xhosa tribes were the original 

inhabitants of the eastern coastal regions of South Africa.  The Portuguese explored the Cape as 

early as the late 14th century, but it was the Dutch who initially established a strong colonial 

presence in the 1652 establishment of the Cape Town Fort in Table Bay.  The location was an 

important stop for trade routes between Europe and the Far East and the Dutch East India 

Company occupied the location as a central port to conduct business with Indonesia, Java and 

other nations.  Many historians believe that at first, the relationship between the Dutch merchants 

and the indigenous Africans was one of careful distance, but growing commercial demands led 

the Dutch to establish a permanent presence in the Cape which eventually expanded to the 

formation of the Cape colony.  This cohabitation would lead to increasingly negative encounters 

between the two societies.   As MacKinnon (2004) describes it, “The prejudicial tone of fear, 

mistrust, and loathing set between whites and indigenous people, however, had ominous 

implications for future relations” (p. 25).   MacKinnon’s work entitled The Making of South 

Africa details the interactions between the indigenous African society and European settlers and 

traces the development of modern South Africa.  He focuses upon the integral role of land and 

spatial relationships, which, he argues, “shaped the social and economic features of Cape society 

and how the interdependence between white and indigenous societies gave way to white racial 

and political domination” (p. 23). From its earliest beginnings, the colonial history of the Cape 

foretold centuries of economic domination and the political oppression to come for the 

indigenous African people.   
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The Dutch who settled in the Cape of Good Hope were primarily connected to the 

Vereenigde Oostindische Compangnie (VOC) and they built and maintained a fort there that 

provided them both with security and a space to build and control a centralized community.  A 

white, patriarchal society was established in the Cape colony with the religious ideology of the 

Dutch Reformed Church exerting great political and social influence.  During the initial period of 

this colonial presence, indigenous people such as the Khoe were marginally integrated into the 

society upon their acceptance of European customs and cooperation in furthering trading agendas 

with local African communities.  Historians debate the onset of more imperialistic policies 

toward the indigenous people; yet, most scholars do agree that once the indigenous people could 

not physically counter with a formidable resistance movement, policies and practices that led to 

the dispossession of their lands ensued (MacKinnon, 2004). 

Subsequently, a working class of released VOC employees formed known as “burghers”.   

These former employees were often allowed to buy land and became farmers and hunters in the 

outlying areas surrounding the Cape.  Over time, these settlers spread and in so doing interacted 

frequently with the indigenous people.  While their society adhered to less rigid parameters than 

in the Cape fort, the racial hierarchy was strictly maintained and African people were enslaved, 

employed or integrated according to the motives of the burghers.  However, there was a 

significant reliance on the Khoe in order to ensure the burghers survival.  While the Khoe were 

protected from enslavement, many provided vital trade and cheap labor, while the Khoe women 

often became domestic servants and, in some cases wives or sexual companions, leading to the 

creation of mixed-race communities.  When Khoe support and cooperation dwindled, the 

burghers resorted to force.  As MacKinnon (2004) describes this period, “burghers established 

‘commandos’ (unorganized militias which often included acculturated Khoe servants) and 
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attacked the Khoe along the emerging zone of interaction” (p. 31).  Khoe assets such as land and 

cattle that were not put up for trade were simply taken along with the abduction of Khoe women 

and children to serve as labor on the white farms.  These events severely weakened the Khoe 

position and led to their loss of land, prestige and bargaining power in relation to the emergent 

white, colonial society.  By 1677, the Khoe had largely been conquered and absorbed into the 

VOC colony (MacKinnon 2004).   

Similarly, relations with the indigenous Xhosa tribe to the east of the Cape began as 

mutually beneficial trade and access agreements.  By the 1760s, the white settlers had reached 

the Xhosa homelands.  The settlers had acculturated to their geographic surroundings and in so 

doing adopted very similar living practices to the indigenous peoples.  As the initial movement 

away from the Cape colony gained momentum, burghers became herders and began to move 

further into the interior in search of opportunities to build wealth.  These adventurous and often 

more impoverished settlers became known as ‘trekboers’ and by necessity developed an 

increasingly organic relationship with the geographic space.  It was, however, difficult to subdue 

the powerful Xhosa, and years of competing raids and skirmishes kept the area segregated and 

under peace treaty management until late in the 17th century.  The Xhosa mounted a final 

resistance in the War of 1793 and maintained a portion of their land in a subsequent peace 

agreement with the settlers (Elphick and Giliomee, 1989; MacKinnon, 2004). 
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British colonialism   

However, the history of the region distinguishes itself from more familiar colonial 

struggles in that it was not a binary relationship between colonizer and indigenous people.  In 

1795, the British intervened and established a presence in the Cape Colony as a result of 

European conflict.  By this time, the descendants of the VOC settlers had established a strong 

presence in and enduring attachment to the Cape area.  The trekboers’ descendants took the name 

of ‘Afrikaner’ connoting their intimate relationship to the continent.  This sense of belonging, 

purpose and identity tied to the land itself, constitutes the early emergence of a desired African 

“homeland” for white settlers and may have enabled the determined approach to deterrence of 

British influence in the region.  In addition, the British subscribed to a different approach toward 

indigenous Africans. The influence of liberalism and humanitarian movements in Great Britain 

led to a reformist, and later an abolitionist, stance toward African slavery.  MacKinnon (2004) 

characterizes British motives in the following passage:  

Despite humanitarian pressures, British reforms were not intended to fundamentally alter 

the social and racial order of the Cape. They were aimed, instead, at settling the rather 

chaotic labor relations between whites and blacks and thus ensuring a stable supply of 

labor. (p. 52)                             

Afrikaners were already economically reliant on the current system and resistant to these 

changes which the British believed would create an ordered, peaceful colony.  Many Afrikaners 

also adhered to strict Dutch reformed Church doctrines which conflicted with missionary efforts 

associated with British colonists.  The stage was set for an epic conflict that culminated in the 

two Anglo-Boer Wars (Giliomee, 2003; MacKinnon, 2004). 
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The year 1820 saw a large influx of British settlers (more than 4,000 according to 

MacKinnon [2004]), which significantly altered the Cape society and outlying frontier 

communities.  The British settlers attempted to seize opportunities for economic growth and 

influence in their new surroundings, but as new laws prohibited slavery, they utilized language, 

culture and religion to advance their capitalistic interests on the African continent.  Christian 

missionaries directly appealed to the Xhosa people in an attempt to acculturate the region to 

European norms and ease tensions between white and black societies.  The British also brought 

many tenets of free market capitalism into the Cape culture.  While their influence did lead to the 

abolition of slavery and improved conditions for a small number of black South Africans, the 

British settlers’ goals were likely materialistic rather than altruistic.  An initial fascination with 

the British society faded as indigenous people began to question the motives and practices of 

their new European neighbors. It was eventually decided that British interests were best served 

by placing greater political power in the hands of the colonists themselves and a Cape Parliament 

was created in 1853.  New identities surrounding British and Afrikaners were emerging in the 

Cape during this politically tumultuous period (Lester, 2001).  

The interaction between the Afrikaners and the British was frequently characterized by 

contempt, yet the two groups of white settlers coexisted with smaller, largely isolated points of 

conflict in the earliest years of colonization.  This was not to be the case in the 19th century as 

disagreements over territory and diplomatic relations with indigenous Africans flared into violent 

disputes. Particularly the British movement into Basutoland and their disagreement with 

Afrikaners in the Orange Free State created tensions that only increased as land and labor issues 

gained central importance with the advent of the mining of gold, diamonds and other natural 

resources in the industrial age.   
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The Great Trek, which began in 1836, was at least partially attributed to British 

colonialist policies in the Cape. As a result of the Great Trek Afrikaners migrated north.  This 

migration increased their contact with indigenous Africans and led to their direct encounters with 

the Zulu.  The well-known leader of the Zulus, Shaka, thwarted Afrikaner occupancy for many 

years through his expansion campaign known as mfecane.  During this period of Zulu conquest, 

other indigenous tribes were absorbed into the tribe.  Shaka remains revered as a brilliant 

military strategist and is the subject of numerous documentaries and popular films.  Internal 

conflicts plagued him, and Shaka Zulu was assassinated in 1828 by his half brother, Dingane.  

Dingane did not fare as well in battle and traditionally Zulu areas were resettled by Afrikaners.  

Ultimately, the Zulus were engaged by the British in combat and, following a number of battles, 

were defeated by the British in 1879. 

 With the discovery of diamonds at Kimberly and other gold deposits in the surrounding 

region, the 1880s saw an influx of European settlers to South Africa.  In 1880, British and 

Afrikaner forces fought in what is often termed the first Anglo Boer War.  In the early 1850s, the 

Afrikaners created their own independent political entities, called the Transvaal and the Orange 

Free State.  Their desire to be politically autonomous from the British became clear and many 

historians attribute the wars to the increased number of British settlers and threat to the Afrikaner 

states.  The British emerged victorious in the second war (1899-1902) and the Union of South 

Africa, including the Boer Republics, was founded in 1910.  At this time political power in the 

Union was exclusively held by whites. 
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Racial categorization, pass laws, and African resistance 

The Bantustan, or black South African, homelands were established by the 1940s and 

soon thereafter strict pass laws controlling travel and work permissions were established.  In 

1913, the Natives’ Land Act created an official policy that designated black and white occupancy 

areas.  Blacks were labeled as ‘squatters’ and removed to outlying reserves or the ‘homelands’.  

The rhetoric of ‘homelands’ for black South Africans thinly veiled the discriminatory practices 

toward the indigenous population.  In 1932, pass laws were legislated that classified every South 

African into one of three initial categories: white, black and colored.  An Asian category was 

added in later legislation.  The hierarchy became increasingly rigid, with whites occupying the 

privileged space, blacks the lowest arenas of society, and colored and Asian citizens caught 

somewhere between these two extremities.   

Many historians have conceptualized the history of South Africa through the frame of 

geographical space.  Certainly during the onset of apartheid, the geography of the population was 

significantly modified (Ramutsindela (2001).  Forced removals of entire communities were 

carried out in order to segregate areas according to the new pass law codes.  Along with 

“homelands” having been established to delineate areas for white and black South Africans, pass 

books also restricted the rights of the black South African population to work in specific areas.  

Pass books were documents that must be carried by black or colored citizens at all times.  These 

books reflected the areas that a person was allowed to enter and the explicit reason for them 

being present in white sectors of the country.  Townships and districts grew to be densely 

occupied, with residents frequently left with little choice concerning employment, housing and 

basic services.  The opportunity to work in economic centers such as Cape Town, Durban, 

Johannesburg or Kimberly was tightly controlled during the apartheid regime.  In 1952, the Pass 



31 
 

Laws Act required that all black men over the age of 16 carry passes and those found without 

them were arrested.  As this population was relegated to less desirable geographic locations, 

black South African identity during this period must have been strongly impacted by the duality 

of what it meant for them to be a South African citizen from 1945-1994. 

In 1948, the National Party (NP) took power and legally organized systems of apartheid.  

Many discriminatory practices were codified and blacks were legally relegated to the lowest 

socioeconomic positions.  Their ability to work, own land and travel was explicitly regulated by 

the government.  With the institutionalization of racist policies, violence against blacks 

increased.  Graphic atrocities were committed against those who tried to resist these policies and 

many fled the country during the following decades.  The ANC established a presence in nearby 

Angola and continued to recruit and organize those who were inspired to resist the apartheid 

policies (Rantete 1988).  Many ANC and BCM leaders were exiled and others were jailed.  

Accounts of torture and murder of political prisoners were common.   
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ANC, BCM, SASO and Soweto, 1976 
 

During this time period of strict racial categorization and state-sponsored discrimination, 

many black South Africans mounted resistance to the apartheid government.  In 1912, the ANC 

was formed to legitimately enter the political arena on behalf of black South African interests.  

Alongside this growing political party, an active communist party flourished and numerous civic 

organizations such as South African Student Organization (SASO) were formed to contend with 

the extreme inequities in social arenas such as education and health.  A particularly influential 

group calling themselves the Black Consciousness Movement (BCM) surfaced during the 1960s.  

Their approach entailed the creation and perpetuation of pride in black South African heritage.  

The BCM advocated active resistance and was often connected to underground operations to 

resist apartheid policies.  Certainly, the apartheid police considered the BCM to be among the 

most threatening of anti-apartheid activist groups.  Members of the BMC remained in the 

townships and squatter camps rather than operating in exile as many members of the ANC had 

been forced to do.  BCM members also tended to be quite young and idealistic in their system of 

beliefs concerning revolution.  Stephen Biko met an untimely death as a result of his 

involvement with BCM and today remains a symbol of the young, black anti-apartheid activist of 

this time period. 

Historians are divided concerning the details of the relative involvements and instigative 

roles of the student protest that led up to Soweto.  While some believe that the BCM influenced 

students to express their dissatisfaction with educational policies, others hold to the theoretical 

position that SASO and smaller student organizations were forming a grassroots response.  What 

is clear is that the events leading up to the protest of June 16, 1976 were grounded in legislative 

changes concerning the language of instruction in secondary schools.  In many locations 
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throughout South Africa students would be forced to receive their education through the 

language medium of Afrikaans.  In segregated schools where basic learning conditions were 

already extremely poor in comparison to the schools of their white counterparts, this obstacle to 

their educational achievement was simply too much to bear silently.  Students created banners 

and slogans and left classes to voice their intense negative response to the proposed shift to 

instruction in Afrikaans.  A march involving several different schools was planned for June 16th. 

In his book, Year of Fire, Year of Ash, Baruch Hirson (1979) discusses the nature of the 

planned protest and the events culminating in the killings of the predominantly school-aged 

protestors.  He, along with many other historians, frames the events at Soweto as the ‘spark’ that 

lit the fires of revolution against apartheid policies.  Soweto served not only to galvanize resolve 

amongst South African nationals and fellow Africans to end the apartheid regime, but also to 

garner a great deal of international attention following the publication of the enigmatic 

photograph by Sam Nzima capturing the panic of a benevolent bystander along with the sister of 

Hector Pieterson.  Widely accepted for many years as the first victim of the Soweto Uprisings, 

Pieterson’s image was broadcast globally and brought an increased focus of the world’s scrutiny 

of apartheid South Africa.    

In the days of renewed interest and openness surrounding the commemoration of Youth 

Day, significant dispute has arisen concerning the actual events of June 16, 1976.  As with any 

controversial historical event, there are numerous narratives given of that day and even those in 

alliance with one political cause or the other have found difficulty in coming to a unique and 

consistent version of the day’s events.  The Cillie Commission was created by the government to 

attempt to resolve these discrepancies and investigate the events surrounding Soweto.  Although 

their findings revealed many details, other questions concerning the student uprising remain 
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murky.  Many survivors and family members related to the victims have insisted that Hastings 

Ndlovu was the first child killed in the uprising.  In addition, there is much dispute as to the 

initial planning and organization of the student protests and questions as to which organizations 

were the most heavily involved (BCM, SASO).   

In her research of the visual symbols, graphics and artwork created about the Soweto 

Uprisings, Simbao (2007) highlights the particular resonance of the Hector Pieterson photograph. 

Initially, she explores the historical narratives proclaiming the first victim to be Hasting Ndlovu 

and relates the details of this Soweto narrative.  Ndlovu was 15 years old and was shot in the 

head at close range during the uprising.  According to Simbao, Pieterson’s sister, Antoinette 

Sithole, remarks that her brother Hector was an uninvolved bystander and expresses her shock 

that he was present at a primarily older students’ rally.  Sithole herself describes the photograph 

by Nzima as having changed her life substantially.  Simbao (2007) describes and documents uses 

of the photograph ranging from protest placards and museum memorial stones to designer 

clothing, arguing that each reanimation reveals the depth of this photograph and its ability to 

“accommodate a multiplicity of narratives”. 
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FIGURE 2:  Nzima’s iconic photograph of Soweto.  Source: Nzima, S. (1976). [Photograph].  In 
Davie, L. (2006, July 15).  The Day Hector Pieterson died.  Retrieved from 
www.southafrica.info/about/history/hector-pieterson. 

  
 

When viewing this well-known image, we remain shocked by the age of the subjects of 

the photograph and drawn into the horror and crisis reflected in the young faces.  The frantic, 

mourning sister remains frozen in the nation’s, and the world’s, collective memory.  She now 

works as a facilitator in the Hector Pieterson museum, which opened in June of 2002 in Soweto.  

Hector’s mother has been reported as commenting on how much he is missed and that the family 

continues to visit the gravesite in Avalon cemetery several times a year.  Myubisa Makhubu, the 

young man carrying Hector in the picture, was interrogated by the South African police 

following the Soweto Uprisings and fled the country.  He has not been heard from since a 1978 
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letter to his mother from Nigeria.  Some members of his family suspect he was killed by the 

military police and others remain hopeful that he escaped and is still living an exiled life in a 

remote location. 

As the multitude of narratives surrounding Soweto is voiced, how will the history and 

common nationhood of South Africa be shaped?  Now that a black middle and upper class exerts 

autonomy and participates in some capacity in the creation of newspaper and television media, 

how does the media influence the narration of past apartheid events?  As one of the most widely 

publicized examples of apartheid regime violence, the Soweto Uprisings yield dramatic evidence 

of the conflict surrounding the construction of an emerging narrative of new South African 

national identity.  This narrative strives to portray events such as the Soweto killings in a manner 

that emphasizes black pride and resistance while at the same time promoting unity and 

colorblindness in the post-apartheid era.  

The media played an integral role throughout the development of apartheid discourse and 

continues to do so in the transition to a democratic, inclusive entity. Norval (2003) notes that the 

effort to create and legitimize a black middle class in South Africa was strongly advanced by 

both television and print media.  She writes, “the construction of ‘legitimate’ identities differed 

considerably between media with predominantly rural or predominantly urban listeners and 

viewers” (p. 234).  This strategy to bifurcate the shared identity of black South Africans through 

socioeconomic and geographic differences continues to influence the portrayal and perception of 

the ANC.  Consequently, the ANC attempts to utilize the emotional tenor of commemorations 

such as Youth Day to inspire and motivate young South Africans to become involved in the party 

and its governance. The nuanced lines between remembrance and forgetting form distinct 

challenges for the post-apartheid society in South Africa.   
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1994:  End of apartheid 

As Norval (Howarth & Norval, 1998) discusses in her analysis of apartheid discourse, 

there are misconceptions in the dominant theories as to how the end of apartheid occurred.  

Norval proposes that the shift in power to Botha in the 1970s led to an increased militarization 

and that this, along with an improved unity between British and Afrikaners, led to the more 

radical enforcements of apartheid era discriminatory practices.  From this time period forward, 

an evident goal of the ruling class was the creation of a black middle class.  One can question the 

Botha administration’s leading motivation as one of fear of loss of control, resources and even 

right to safe occupancy, as evidenced in violent uprisings in other African nations; however, it is 

undeniable that certain policies and political ideologies endeavored to create a bifurcated black 

African identity in order to strengthen an opposition between the interests and even identities of 

rural versus urban blacks.  In his work, Is Apartheid Really Dead?, Kunnie (2000) also describes 

the necessity of a divided black South African community to maintain the apartheid regime and 

quell revolutionary activities among the black majority.  Hence, one of the primary challenges 

facing the ANC in the immediate days following apartheid’s end was to consider the question of 

a unified black South Africa within the larger context of a unified South Africa. 

  As Rantete (1988), in his research on the history of the building of the ANC and the 

subsequent constitution, argues, “A major part of the ANC’s struggle against apartheid had been 

its constant attempt to provide an alternate vision” (p. 83).  Rantete traces the impact of ANC 

policy development back to a December 1943 bill of rights entitled, African Claims.  This 

document elaborated the ANC’s guiding purpose voicing the African and colored population’s 

right to life, liberty and equality.   
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A leader emerged that encapsulated that new vision for the ANC party in South Africa.  

Nelson Mandela was jailed in 1956 initially and served approximately 4 years for treason along 

with other members and key leaders of the ANC.  He managed to continue his role in the ANC 

during his imprisonment, thus maintaining an ANC presence within apartheid-era South Africa 

despite the organization being banned officially in 1960.  Upon returning to South Africa, 

Mandela was again imprisoned in 1962 and, following the Rivonia trials in 1963, was charged 

with treason and sentenced to life in prison.  He served almost 20 years of this sentence at the 

now infamous Robben Island facility.  He was released in 1990, elected president of the ANC in 

1991, and went on in 1994 to be elected President of South Africa in the first democratic 

elections  (Mandela, 1993). 

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was called for in 1995 as Bishop Desmond 

Tutu led the effort toward reunification through public confession and amnesty.  The hearings 

were televised and many South African watched the storied of apartheid unfold in witness 

testimonies each night for over a year.  In her study of the South African Broadcast System’s 

(SABC) coverage of the Truth and Reconciliation Hearings, Verdoolaege (2005) asserts that the 

media was biased in its selection of testimony and interviews and that the coverage was 

indicative of an overt political and ideological bias.  She further critiques the coverage as a 

“simplification” (p. 189) and claims that it opened the process to vulnerabilities due to its neglect 

of coverage in key areas that the media deemed as too confusing for the general public.  The 

agenda for a new South African identity and unity across the racial divide gained terrific support 

following these Truth and Reconciliation Hearings and subsequent research, such as 

Verdoolaege’s, points to media representations as a causal factor in this recasting of the South 
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African narrative. Media in this sense plays a transformative role instructing viewers on the new 

narrative surrounding South African-ness. 
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The Rainbow Nation: Nonracialism as a founding principle of the new constitution 

In 1994, the first democratic elections were held in South Africa, and Nelson Mandela 

was elected President.  In a speech early in his presidency, Mandela (1996) discussed the 

transformation of the national identity.  He said, “Each of us is as intimately attached to the soil 

of this beautiful county as are the famous jacaranda trees of Pretoria and the mimosa trees of the 

bushveld – a rainbow nation at peace with itself and the world.”  Some attribute the rhetoric 

surrounding it and some the actual coining of “Rainbow Nation” to an early speech of then 

Bishop, Desmond Tutu.  In a speech given in Norway in 1991 he explains the concept as 

follows:  

At home in South Africa I have sometimes said in big meetings where you have black 

and white together:  “Raise your hands!”  Then I’ve said, “Move your hands,” and I’ve 

said, “Look at your hands—difference colors representing difference people.  You are the 

rainbow people of God.”  And you remember the rainbow in the Bible is the sign of 

peace.  The rainbow is the sign of prosperity.  We want peace, prosperity and justice and 

we can have it when all the people of God, the rainbow people of God, work together.  

(Preface) 

While it may be difficult to attribute the phrasing to a specific instance or utterance, “Rainbow 

Nation” rhetoric became commonplace in political speeches in the post-apartheid era and has 

also been explored in a variety of academic disciplines. 

  For many people around the globe, the term has become synonymous with the new 

South Africa, and for North Americans its association to gay civil rights denotes acceptance and 

inclusion.  From the early days of the movement for equality for black South Africans, the term 
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has been used frequently in collusion with a doctrine embracing a nonracial architecture for the 

post-apartheid South African society. 

The term ‘nonracial’ has an extremely complex history in the South African context.  In 

his book, Why Race Matters in South Africa, MacDonald (2006) discusses the history of the 

rhetoric surrounding ‘non-racialism’.  As he explains in the following synopsis,  “The term 

originated in the Cape Colony in the mid- and late-nineteenth century, later was reinterpreted by 

the Communist Party (SACP) in the 1920s and 1930s, and was imported into the ANC, where it 

was modified, recast, and popularized” (p. 92).  He continues his explanation in the direction of 

what non-racialism is not and notes that racialism is distinct from racism in that while it does 

emphasize the essential nature of race as a category, it does not necessarily mean that one race is 

privileged or dominant over another.  However, it is a term and concept frequently used by 

groups such as white supremacists to rationalize the so-called “organic” or natural tendency of 

humans to fall into racially delineated subsets.   

MacDonald also goes on to detail the philosophical interpretation of the term outlined by 

South African Marxist activist Neville Alexander.  He highlights Alexander’s explanation that 

racial groups are created as “dependent variables, epiphenomenal artifacts of the casual force of 

‘racial capitalism’” (as cited in MacDonald, 2006, p. 94).  This reasoning belies an acceptance 

that race is a recurring factor in South African politics, but also calls for a realization that it could 

be abolished.  In other words it is a tool used by the ruling class to advance their economic 

endeavors.   

As MacDonald notes, “non-racialism” emerged as a rhetorical strategy as the ANC began 

its ascendancy to power.  One of the primary obstacles for the ANC in its earliest days following 

its formation was the unification of black South Africans.  Non-racialism allowed ANC leaders 
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to respect tribal identities and cultures while appealing to a common identity of the black South 

African enduring apartheid injustices.  It is also worth noting that Nelson Mandela titled his 

book, published in the eve of the fall of apartheid in 1993, Nelson Mandela Speaks:  Forging a 

Democratic, Nonracial South Africa (emphasis mine).   The interconnectedness of ‘democracy’ 

to ‘nonracialism’ frequently exhibits itself in ANC documents written during apartheid, as well 

as in the post-apartheid era. 

Nonracialism as a guiding principle appears in the South African Freedom Charter, which 

is hailed by many South Africans as the framing document of the democracy.  The Freedom 

Charter resulted from the ANC calling for a Congress of the People and inviting all South 

Africans to contribute their desires for a new, progressive society.  On June 26, 1955, the Charter 

was made official and established a call for human rights and the abolishment of all practices, 

laws and policies that were based in race, color or ethnicity (www.sahistory.org.za). 

There were also advantages in appealing to a sense of brotherhood as a nonracial tenet 

that were available to ANC and other liberation fighters who held Christian beliefs and 

influence.  Much as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. appealed to fellow Christian brothers, white and 

black alike, in “The Letter from the Birmingham Jail”, South African religious leaders employed 

the rhetoric of a non-racial brotherhood.  Arguably the most well-known clerical figure, 

Desmond Tutu, frequently used this trope and rhetorical strategy to begin sensitive dialogues 

with key apartheid figures.  Particularly in the early 1970s, the period of unrest leading up to 

Soweto, Tutu wrote directly to NP leaders to warn them of the potential for violence.  He openly 

appeals to their Dutch Reformist faith and the common tie that religious belief creates among 

peoples.  He appeals to them to see the urgency of the situation and look past difference to see 

their sameness before further violence ensues (Tutu, 1994). 
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However, the shift from the religious ‘Rainbow Nation’ concept of togetherness in peace 

and the political expediency of a nonracial approach to black and white South Africans opened a 

unique space in the discourse surrounding race.  Rather than a celebration of the diversity that 

could be enjoyed in a peaceful, equitable and unified society, colorblindness suggests an innate 

negative characteristic to color.  The very etymology suggests that it is a state of being such as 

happiness or sadness that can be entered into or cast off at will.  It makes the characteristic of 

race malleable and perhaps attempts to decentralize it in the pressing questions involving 

national identity construction.   

Here I would like to go back to the theoretical questions surrounding trauma and 

collective identity as described in Alexander et al.  In order for a repair in a relationship to occur, 

there must be an act of apology, of concession, and of remorse that is deemed authentic or 

sincere.  If the perpetrator all too readily dismisses the pain experienced by the victim, a true 

repair of the relationship is not likely to take place.  Eradicating color from the discourse as a 

distinctive variable connoting a history fraught with struggle and oppression underemphasizes 

the nature of this schism and undercuts the apologetic steps to repair as questionable in their 

sincerity and empathetic qualities.  
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Current political themes in South Africa 
When researching and reading about South African politics, even an outsider to the country can 

clearly surmise that there is significant current debate concerning the performance of the ANC 

government.  For example, the following survey appeared as a pop-up on the main page for the 

South African Institute for Race Relations. 

FIGURE 3:  Internet opinion poll on ANC.  Source:  “Your views on the ruling party”.[pop-up 
survey].  Appeared October 12, 2009, http://www.sairr.org.za/. 

 This survey illustrates the tendency toward negative critical reaction to the ruling ANC 

party.  The last several years of presidential politics of South Africa have been laden with 

Your views on the ruling party  

What do you think of the ANC today? You can mark all those statements you agree with.  

It remains true to the ideals upon which is was established.  

It has become tarnished by corruption and materialism.  

It remains a strong and stable movement.  

It has been weakened by infighting and disagreements.  

It represents my interests well.  

It does not represent my interests.  

It is well led by Jacob Zuma.  

It is a puppet in the hands of COSATU and the SACP.  

It protects the interests of the poor and the marginalised.  

It has become obsessed with the interests of the elite.  

I preferred the ANC under Mbeki.  

I preferred the ANC under Mandela.  

I vote ANC.  

I vote for another party.  
 

Vote
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scandal, internal unrest in the ANC, and much speculation on the success of the new democratic 

government.  This reference to the questionable performance of the ANC leaders is evident in the 

preceding on-line survey.  The assumption that dissatisfaction exists is salient in the content of 

the choices.  For example, phrasing such as “has become obsessed with the interests of the elite” 

reflects the frequently discussed criticism that Zuma and other ANC leaders have forgotten the 

impoverished lower classes.  Pressures to address poverty and inequality have been enormous 

and many prominent speeches and news articles heralded 2004 as a ten-year measure of 

successful transition.  Others question the success and loyalty of the ANC government in 

implementing change for a majority of black South Africans facing economic hardship. The 

survey also incorporates an interesting word choice when it asks readers to identify the political 

party as “a strong and stable movement”. 

Scandal has also affected the confidence of citizens and can be seen in the editorial 

sections of traditional and online media sources.  Most recently, Thabo Mbeki resigned and 

Jacob Zuma survived legal scrutiny raised in his 2005 trial for rape to become the current 

president of the democratic nation of South Africa.  In a speech to his government colleagues on 

June 3, 2009, President Zuma delineated 10 key areas of focus in order to eradicate poverty.  In 

this speech he also discussed the importance of national unity and the identity of post apartheid 

South Africans.  He states,  

Honourable Members, since 1994 we have sought to create a united cohesive society out 

of our fragmented past. We are called upon to continue this mission of promoting unity in 

diversity and to develop a shared value system, based on the spirit of community 

solidarity and a caring society. Our shared value system should encourage us to become 

active citizens in the renewal of our country. We must build a common national identity 
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and patriotism. We must develop a common attachment to our country, our Constitution 

and the national symbols. In this spirit, we will promote the National Anthem and our 

country’s flag and all other national symbols. Our children, from an early age, must be 

taught to pay allegiance to the Constitution and the national symbols, and know what it 

means to be South African citizens. We will ensure a common national approach to the 

changing of geographic and place names. This must provide an opportunity to involve all 

South Africans in forging an inclusive national identity, to deepen our understanding of 

our history and heritage. (www.proudlysa.co.za/area/mediaroom/2009/june) 

This statement shows the commitment of the President to a unified nonracial identity and in fact, 

portrays it as a necessity to ensure the prosperous and peaceful future of democratic South 

Africa.  He does not, however, use the term ‘nonracial’ opting instead for references to diversity 

and ‘unity’ or ‘cohesion’ that may be indicative of a changing tide in the ANC’s approach 

toward a nonracial South African national identity in favor of an emphasis on pluralism or 

multicultural cooperation.   

This nuanced change of diction is perhaps unnoticeable to outsiders to South African 

culture.  However, to residents, citizens and analysts it represents a significant site of contention 

with the previous ANC platform.  In his research concerning the ANC conceptualization of 

Youth Day, Hlongwane (2008) references a cartoon strip featured in the Sowetan by a popular 

artist, Sifiso Yalo, which mimics the iconic image of Nzima’s photograph of Myubisa carrying 

Hector Pieterson as his sister Antoinette rushes, hands raised in shock, by his side.  The artist, 

Yalo, contrasts this cartoon image alongside three partying black South Africans on Youth Day 

2006.  The young black man depicted in Pieterson’s dying image is passed out drunk presumably 

following his participation in the Youth Day festivities.  Yalo follows this controversial and 
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thought-provoking work with a 2009 strip depicting the difference under the current political 

system.  The satirical work of Yalo illustrates a generalized sense of dissatisfaction with the 

current state of political affairs. 

 

 

 

FIGURE 4:  Spot the Difference.  Source: Yalo, S. (Artist) (2009, July 17). Spot the difference. 
[Cartoon].  The Sowetan.  Retrieved from www.africartoons.com/cartoon/282?cartoonist.   
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CHAPTER 3:  LITERATURE REVIEW  

Institutional discourse and mass media 

Construction of identity and self has long been a topic of interest for scholars across a 

variety of disciplines.  Anthropology, linguistics, psychology, and sociology certainly explore 

the ways of seeing the world and making meaning in social interaction from intersecting 

perspectives.  The concept of multiple situated identities and their associated literacies presents a 

valuable lens through which to examine human interaction in institutionalized discourse.  The 

discussion surrounding the definition of institutional discourse remains dynamic, although most 

previous discourse analyses work from the notion that it is task oriented and involves a setting in 

which there are differentiations or constraints in participant roles and in what constitutes 

appropriate utterances (Levinson 1992).  Thornborrow (2002) broadened this characterization to 

include an “asymmetrical distribution in participant turn types” and corresponding relative 

strength of discursive choices based upon institutional identities (p. 5). These participant roles 

are particularly salient in the process of the construction of national identities and the news 

media plays an integral role in the definition and governance of these national identity participant 

roles, especially in liminal periods. 

Fairclough’s (1995) analyses of mass media as a site of negotiation of multiple identities 

and literacies highlighted the intricacies of “hidden power” in discourse analysis.  He targeted 

the discourse of media as unique from face-to-face interaction due to the media’s assumption of 

an ideal subject when negotiating form and appeal to an unidentifiable, yet intrinsically diverse 

audience.  Although Fairclough (1992) believed that inequality of representation in media exists, 

he conceded that the individual retains some power in the relative negotiation of mass media 

texts.  He wrote, “Media discourse has built into a subject position for an ideal subject, and 
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actual viewers or listeners or readers have to negotiate a relationship with the ideal subject” (p. 

49).  Hence, locus of control ultimately resides within the individual who may accept 

predominant norms of identity performance, define themselves through performance 

diametrically opposed to those norms, or construct and perform an identity that coalesces 

elements drawn from multiple reactions to the dominant discourse.  

Power and discourse are inextricably bound together for many CDA/CDS theorists.  It is 

typically a misuse or abuse of power that leads the Critical Discourse Analyst to focus upon a 

particular theme, text or context.  The belief that ideology and hegemony can be examined 

through a society’s discourse is widely held throughout the field.  As Wodak (2009) comments in 

a recent introduction to CDA methodology, 

An important perspective in CDA related to the notion of ‘power’ is that it is very 

 rare that a text is the work of only one person.  In texts, discursive differences are 

 negotiated; they are governed by differences in power that is in part encoded in 

 and determined by discourse and by genre.  Therefore, texts are often sites of 

 struggle in that they show traces of differing discourses and ideologies contending 

 and struggling for dominance. (p.10) 

 This recognition of the fluid and dynamic nature of discourse underlies the use of co-

construction to refer to the relationship between media text, authors, editors, readers, and the 

surrounding context. Media provides a multi-faceted site for the struggle to not only obtain, but 

also in essence define power in a society.  

 The hierarchical nature of societies in combination with the commonly occurring process 

of remembering events using narrative structures, leads to a focus upon institutional arenas as a 

particularly fruitful site for the exploration of identity formation and maintenance.  Our 
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conversations in our homes, our schools, our hospitals, our social agencies, and our workplaces 

reflect the manner in which we make sense of the world around us by using language, and 

frequently invoking a collective identity construct in order to successfully do so.  Media texts 

inform these conversations and often serve as the catalyst to initiate discussions.  Often we 

classify our relational experience within these institutional arenas in terms revealing binary 

oppositions such as us/them, victim/perpetrator etc.  This tendency reflects the necessary nature 

of creating narratives and highlights a focus on agency.  These spaces in life where we intersect 

with others in the public sphere also exert a homogenizing influence as we take on, or cast off 

identities familiar to the arena within which we are operating.  In his discussion of collective 

identity and cultural trauma, Alexander (2004) discusses the essential nature of institutional 

discourse, explaining, “In actual social practice, speech acts never unfold in an unmediated way.  

Linguistic action is powerfully mediated by the nature of the institutional arenas and 

stratification hierarchies within which it occurs” (p. 15).  In this sense, the institutional structure 

provides not only a backdrop for such speech acts to occur, but in many ways it creates a context 

that exerts direct influence upon the speaker’s linguistic choices. 

Media texts clearly reflect this duality in the nature of institutional discourse.  This 

complex feature of media discourse often leads to discussion concerning causality.  Do the media 

texts reflect the trends, opinions, and sentiments of the society?  Or, do media texts influence our 

perceptions of these events, emotions, and reactions within the greater societal discourse?  While 

impossible to make generalized statements that attribute causality to press institutions, 

CDA/CDS analysts have created a body of work that supports the theoretical position that when 

readers enter into a conversation with the media text, they are vulnerable to the polarizing or 
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unifying effect exerted upon the individual reader and their perceived relation to the collective 

identity of the imagined reader of that text.   
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Identity and nationalism 

Ruth Wodak’s work with national identity provides a framework to highlight the 

complexity of the formation, or re-formation, of national identity following a traumatic social 

event or era.  In collaboration with several other analysts, Wodak conducted a series of 

interviews with Austrians to elicit their perceptions of being Austrian (Wodak, de Cillia, Reisigl 

& Liebhart, 2009).  Ten years after the publication of their study, this work, entitled The 

Discursive Construction of National Identity remains a widely used text for discourse analysts 

interested in the intersections of individual and national identity.  In earlier stages of research for 

this influential work, anti-Semitic sentiments and reactions to the Austrian proximity to and 

involvement in Nazi activities were catalysts leading to the exploration of identity formation.  

The era of Nazi Germany and atrocities carried out in relation to this political entity would most 

certainly qualify as a collective trauma as outlined in previous discussions of the theoretical 

framework of Alexander et al. (2004).   

How do Austrian citizens incorporate this collective trauma and their historic roles of 

involvement or resistance into their current imaginings of an Austrian collective identity?  The 

researchers concentrate on two key anniversaries in their original 1999 study: the 1995 fiftieth 

anniversary of the Republic of Austria’s founding and the 1996 celebration to mark the 1,000th 

year anniversary of the first occurring record of the country’s name.  These events were chosen 

as salient points to elicit and organize data related to the origin ‘myth’ of the Austrian nation-

state.  Wodak examines national identity through commemorative speeches and focus groups 

that represent a public arena of discourse surrounding the Austrian perception of national identity  

 Two important findings are particularly salient for the purposes of this study concerning 

South African national identity.  Firstly, recurring references to a “commitment to Austria” 
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exhibit the role of national pride and related symbols in the process of nation building.  The 

authors write,  

Of particular importance was the affirmation of a ‘commitment to Austria’ which 

is a set piece of public discourse and of the political socialization carried out in 

school.  This was said to manifest itself in strong national pride and Austrian 

patriotism that were triggered by particular situations in everyday life (staying 

abroad, returning home from abroad, sport events, or being under the ritual spell 

of state symbols). (Wodak, de Cillia, Reisigl & Liebhart, 2009, p.191)       

Secondly, the importance of differentiation between Austria and Germany to Austrian citizens 

speaks to the collective trauma of the Nazi era and its continuing influence on the construction of 

Austrian identity.  The researchers (2009) note, “…differentiation from Germany seemed to be 

an emotional need; it is not clear, however, why this was felt to be so important and what exactly 

the difference between Austrians and Germans were perceived to be” (p.192).  A move to 

identify with the more positive aspects of the country, such as the beauty of its landscape, its 

national anthem, or a sport team as a source of pride, show the individual citizen’s need to exert 

a positive face to both co-citizens and outsiders.  Reciprocally, the occurrence of an undeniably 

negative event, movement, or action that can be considered representational in some sense of the 

national identity is addressed via a distancing, or avoidance, that preserves the positive 

performance of the desired membership to that national citizenry.  Hence, the preservation of 

positive Austrian identity necessitates a reaction to the traumas incurred through the Nazi 

movement requiring a focus on differentiation between the two otherwise linguistically and 

geographically kindred nations.  
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Wodak (1999) also examines the power of the narrative to create a new version of an 

event in her work with Austrian national identity.  In this study, she focuses upon 

commemorative speeches given by Austrian political leaders to investigate the construction of a 

“common past” (p. 83).  The pivotal historical event that puzzles the Austrian participants is 

another example of a cultural trauma, the Holocaust.  When participants are asked about the 

celebration of the Second Republic established at the close of World War II, the impact of the 

Nazi regime and the relationship to Austrian national identity emerges.  Participants frequently 

attempt to distance themselves from the event and the suffering associated with the Holocaust 

and make linguistic moves to counter that remorseful period with exaggeration of Austrian 

accomplishment in the post World War II era.  The media embodies the primary mode of access 

to this narrative for citizens globally.  It is in the reporting of these events, the coverage of 

political speeches, commemoration activities, and the editorial discussions surrounding them that 

the people acquire, define, and compare their versions of the narrative and its accompanying 

national identity.    

Whether we believe it to be implicit or explicit, the role of the media in nation building is 

undeniable.  As van Dijk (1997) points out,  “Social, economic and political power may be based 

on special access to or control over scarce social resources, but these are not merely material, but 

also symbolic, such as knowledge, education and especially access to and control over public 

discourse, especially in the mass media.” (p. 45).  He further argues, “…the contextual 

functionality of text and talk also allows reliable inferences about political context features (like 

power relations, racism, group interests) which may be taken for granted, hidden, denied or 

otherwise not explicitly known or formulated.” (p. 41).  Readers create relational identity to 

news texts that establish the narrative for what it means to be South African, Afrikaner South 
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African, black South African, colored South African, white South African, and post-apartheid 

South African.   

 A central question for interdisciplinary researchers interested in national identity 

involves the relative influence of socioeconomic status as a variable.  Many studies in the United 

States context have highlighted the connection between socioeconomic status (SES) and 

identification with national identity.  One such study conducted by Barlow, Taylor and Lambert 

(2000) explores an exclusively female sample of distinct ethnic groups, including African 

American, Cuban American, and White American.  They investigated the perceptions of self and 

relative inclusion/exclusion in a general categorization of “feeling American”.  The design of this 

study sought to identify correlations between feelings of belonging to this larger group and 

perceived socio-economic status. The results showed that although the Cuban American women 

reported increased sense of belonging and subsequent economic entitlement as the length of 

residency in the U.S. increased, the African American women rarely self-identified as 

comfortable in their “American-ness”, and frequently felt economically and socially excluded, 

particularly by white Americans.  Researchers summarize the implications involving socio-

economic class as follows: “The apparent association of African Americans’ feeling excluded 

and viewing their group’s economic and social status negatively was further reinforced by the 

fact that feelings of exclusion appeared to cross social class boundaries: Excluded middle-class 

African Americans were equally pessimistic as their lower-class counterparts” (p. 603).  These 

results illustrate that while SES exerts significant influence, a shared racial identity supersedes 

economic status as a determining factor in an individual’s comfort with national self-

identification. 
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How do these diverse group identifications constitute and even transform the individual’s 

concept of self?  In order to pursue this line of inquiry, discourse analysts ground their 

investigations in the relational qualities of self.  When a person considers their own identity, they 

typically begin by looking around them to determine a relationship to others.  The 

aforementioned study of socioeconomic status and national identity elucidates the persistent 

effect of racial categorization on the national identity of Americans. 
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Identity performance and management of multiple identities 

In his framework for conducting discourse analysis, Gee (1999) differentiated the 

conceptualization of self or “core identity” as a relatively continuous sense of being in 

comparison to the shifting, context-dependent, multiple identities he labels as “socially situated 

identities”.  This leads to a grounding of identity in social interaction as purely relational. 

Goffman’s (1959) early work, which examined discourse and associated identities in the 

workplace, characterized this ongoing process of identity construction as essentially based in 

performance and accompanying dramaturgical strategies.  He argued that a key tenet of creation 

and management of one’s self lies in the level of belief in one’s own performance or identity as 

presented before an audience of others.  This led Goffman (1959) to the conclusion that “any 

social establishment may be studied as profitable from the point of view of impression 

management” (p. 238).   

Similarly, Fairclough (2000) in his discussion of discourse as “a moment of social 

practice” highlights the multiplicitous nature of social interaction and identity.  Fairclough 

(2000) explains, “The identities of people who operate in positions in a practice are only partly 

specified by the practice itself.  People who differ in social class, in gender, in nationality, in 

ethnic or cultural membership and in life experience, produce different ‘performances’ of a 

particular position” (p. 52). Critical examination of the social structures surrounding “impression 

management” allows discourse analysts to pursue an understanding of the ways in which we 

construct our view of reality, our selves and our relation to one another. The mainstream media 

constitutes a primary force in the construction of any national identity and creates an institutional 

discourse which readers are called upon to respond to either through adoption, renegotiation or 

abandonment of their individual identity strategies.  
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Frequently, the hierarchical system of power evident in institutional discourse can be 

analyzed in terms of otherness relationships.  Theories of markedness in language highlight the 

value of messages encoded in these relationships between semantic pairs (“same/other”) and in 

discourse analysis this can be applied to participant roles and their corresponding identities as 

evidenced in their conversational utterances and form.  Waugh (1982) argued that notions of 

semantic markedness focus upon the significance of the sign rather than the phonological focus 

upon difference.  She described markedness relationships as follows: “the marked term 

necessarily conveys a more narrowly specific and delimited conceptual item than the unmarked” 

(p. 301). The relationship can be viewed in terms of set and subset with set corresponding to 

unmarked forms and subset denoting marked forms.  This framework provides a basis for two 

interpretations of “unmarkedness” including the “zero” and “minus” interpretations.  

“Otherness” distinctions are valuable in examining the boundaries, and successful traversing of 

those boundaries, which form identity groups in discourse analysis.  Membership within a group 

or discourse community, or definition of self as “other”/”marked” in relation to a particular 

discourse community, constitutes the space in which self is co-constructed through social 

interaction. 

In order to further describe the phenomena that occur surrounding the individual’s 

negotiation of identity and group spaces, many political scientists and historians have also 

written within the framework of Social Identity Theory (Tajfel & Turner, 1986).  Social Identity 

Theory (SIT) examines the interaction of individuals who identify strongly with a particular 

group.  In many cases, their sympathies for others in that group increase along with heightened 

levels of intolerance toward outsiders to that group.  This can lead to intergroup conflict, and SIT 

studies seek to understand and provide ways to circumvent these intergroup clashes.  Key 
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theorists in this field agree that this is a conditional relationship and not all in-group associations 

result in out-group discrimination or intolerance.   
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Youth and liminality  

 It can be assumed that one of the reasons that the South African media prefer to focus on 

adolescents when casting the narrative of a colorblind identity is the universal symbolism of 

hope connected with youth.  Additionally, the adolescent stage of life offers an opportunity to 

observe identity formation in an extremely fluid stage, as during this time in many cultures 

around the world, it is an accepted belief that children are transitioning into adult-like states of 

being.  Children almost universally yearn to grow up and attain the status connected with 

adulthood. In the transitory stage of liminality, young people often exhibit characteristics of 

multiple desired transitional outcomes.  How they manage their multiple emerging identities is a 

topic of extreme interest for anthropologists, linguists, psychologists, sociologists, and many 

who research human behavior. 

In situations in which the individual desires to gain access to another discourse 

community within her/his interactive realm, the concept of marginal spaces becomes significant.  

Anthropological studies have long focused upon liminality as a site of negotiation of the 

intersection between self-perception and identification within a larger societal grouping.  

Liminality can be described as a rite of passage or threshold state in which a participant lacks 

status and obeys the norms of interaction within the dominant community.  It is a site of 

participatory transition.   

Rampton (1995, 1999) explores the marginal nature of adolescent relationships in his 

examination of successful movement among varying linguistic, cultural and social participant 

roles and discourse styles.  He argues that the adolescents observed in a London neighborhood 

successfully manage the uncertainty, or yet undetermined, nature of identity and construction of 

self in pre-adulthood as a site of malleability creating a context in which they readily incorporate 
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various elements of one another’s linguistic, social, and cultural identities. He created the term 

“crossing” to describe this multifaceted exchange in which linguistic, cultural, and social 

boundaries were freely acknowledged yet transcended by his adolescent subjects. One salient 

finding from Rampton’s study points to an increased incidence of crossing when students were 

within the physical realm (after-school programs) of the educational context, but free from the 

constraints present in the institutionalized discourse of the classroom itself. It would appear that 

the individual’s sense of appropriateness in breaking communicative norms and moving between 

group membership boundaries is directly influenced by the level of authority and control 

exercised by those dictating the dominant discourse of any institutional setting. The range of 

literacies and multiple identity formation assumed by the subjects encompasses a wide variety of 

cultural registers and styles. “Crossing” (Rampton 1995), or this adeptness exercised in 

managing multiple registers, discourse styles and linguistic forms, is indicative of the numerous 

identities and literacies, which the individual navigates on a daily basis.  Rampton described the 

nature of “crossing” as follows: “Crossing involves a disjunction between speaker and code that 

cannot be readily accommodated as a normal part of ordinary social realty.  This incongruity 

necessarily entails (a) that crossing is participant-related, and that (b) the language involved has a 

wider social meaning” (p. 283).  

In a similar study involving adolescents of differing linguistic and cultural backgrounds, 

Dirim and Hieronymus (2003) found that even in the face of substantial societal pressure exerted 

through the normative segregational trends evident in German educational discourse, Turkish, 

Yugoslavian, and German students succeeded in creating multiple identities and literacies that 

also allowed them to “cross”.  They frequently achieved intragroup membership and enjoyed in-
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group closeness in their conversational interactions.  The authors described their focus upon 

marginal stages as methodologically important because,  

By embedding these linguistic practices in the ethnographical concept of ‘liminality’, we 

tried to understand the loosening processes of the relationship between linguistic practice, 

identity through nationality and social structure.  The usage of language appears as a 

means of constructing their social position among adolescents in the location of research 

where social structure is embodied.”  (p. 42) 

 The results of Dirim and Hieronymus’ (2003) study point toward increased multilingualism in 

this situational context and a corresponding deterioration of the interconnectedness of linguistic 

and ethnic identity in Germany. Critical discourse analysis in this study elucidates the existing 

dominant relationships between ethnicity and language not only by calling them into question, 

but perhaps even more effectively by illustrating the ways in which adolescent participants 

circumvent this paradigm.   

 In examining this identity construction and negotiation, the study also highlights the 

saliency of both high awareness and adept manipulation of identity in liminal stages through 

diverse multilinguistic strategies. The participants use these multiple linguistic and cultural 

resources, “particularly as a means to negotiate identity” and exercise these abilities in “creating 

relations and positioning in the social environment” (p. 54).   

What does this research then imply for the study of the discourse of self as co-

constructed?  Social interaction is by definition context dependent and as such can be effectively 

examined as the management of marginal spaces.  Although an ideology may be in a dominant 

position, individuals construct themselves in response to these societal constructs rather than as 

dictated by them.  It is not necessarily a power over the individual, but a critical awareness of the 
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societal norms surrounding multiple identities and their management that allows the individual to 

construct self through linguistic strategies in relation to in/out-group member distinctions within 

a particular discourse community.  Liminality involves a sense of “in-between-ness” wherein the 

candidate wishes to gain access to and become a accepted member of one or more distinctive 

group entity(ies). Liminality refers to a state of separation from the mundane aspects of life 

usually associated with a rite of passage.  As Turner (1969) points out, our liminality is not 

merely about assigning identity, it can also relate to the inversion and transformation of public 

roles (p. 14).   

 In addition, the multiplicitous nature of an individual’s background knowledges 

intrinsically creates a filter through which reality is created, monitored, shared, and continuously 

reconceptualized.  Eco’s (1999) theories of construction of the relational self involve what he 

terms “background books”.  He described this system of ideas and their representation as a set or 

collective identity created from preconceived notions, which we bring to every new experience.  

The influences of our past experiences and familial ties compose the content of our background 

books and are under constant restructuring and revision.  For even casual readers of daily 

newspapers, the media exerts a powerful influence over the maintenance and construction of 

these dynamic background books.  History, in fact, is shaped and reshaped by the retelling of 

historic events from differing narrative perspectives.  
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Cultural trauma to collective identity 

 South African history has undergone a reshaping of the central narrative following the 

trauma of apartheid.  In Cultural Trauma and Collective Identity, five authors collaborate to 

establish the parameter and processes surrounding their theory of trauma in collective identity 

management.  Jeffrey Alexander, Ron Eyerman, Bernhard Giesen, Neil Smelser and Piotr 

Sztompka (2004) exhibit a shared understanding of the way in which societal groups experience 

trauma and collectively recreate memories to incorporate it into their shared identity.  The 

authors use examples, including the Holocaust, apartheid and September 11th attacks in the U.S., 

to illustrate their theory and elucidate a body of terminology to describe the phenomena 

sociologically and psychologically. Smelser and Giesen pay particular attention to the apology 

aspect of the reconciliation process and its effect on the formation of a new collective identity. 

In his work entitled Analysing Political Discourse (2004), Chilton also addresses the 

essential aspect of morality distinctions in national discourses.  He makes logical connections 

between politics and language by tracing the supposition that the two are intrinsically connected 

within western philosophy to Aristotle’s texts regarding the formation of the polis and the role 

that speech plays in determining common beliefs and perceptions.  Based upon these 

implications, Chilton advances the argument that it is this very use of language in societal 

realms, such as the distinction between just and unjust acts, which creates the group identity of 

the political state.  Chilton asserts, “It is shared perceptions of values that define political 

associations.  And the human endowment for language has the function of ‘indicating’- i.e., 

signifying, communicating - what is deemed, according to shared perceptions, to be 

advantageous or not, by implication to the group, and what is deemed right and wrong within 

that group” (p. 5). The elusive nature of collective morals, and the political implications borne by 
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those who benefit from the decisions of those in power are central components to the question of 

South African identity. 
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CHAPTER 4:  METHODOLOGY 
 
Setting:  Cape Town, South Africa 

In conjunction with this analysis of news media, I had the opportunity to travel within 

South Africa and spend several months in Cape Town from May through August of 2005.  

Located on the scenic coastline, Cape Town is a major global tourist destination, with some 

sources noting it as the number one tourist destination worldwide. The South African Tourist 

board publishes statistics on the demographics of visitors and in November of 2004 alone, over 

33,000 German tourists, 16,000 visitors from the United Kingdom and approximately 18, 000 

U.S. and Canadian citizens visited this region.  This has led to the creation of an increasingly 

diverse, although admittedly transient, European and North American community in Cape Town.  

The influx of English-speaking tourists, accompanied by the frequent use of English as a global 

variety in South Africa, provides a large English-speaking audience for local news, tourist and 

entertainment publications.    

Cape Town is not only distinctive in its metropolitan tourist appeal; it also varies from 

the remainder of the country in terms of racial demographics. 2009 estimates of midyear census 

figures, provided by the research group Statistics South Africa, show that over 79% of South 

Africans identify themselves as African, 9% as colored, and less than 10% white.  Cape Town is 

the exception to this demographic distribution, with a large colored and Asian population and a 

majority of residents who self-identify as white.  The predominant linguistic medium in Cape 

Town is English.  There is also a large Afrikaner community in Cape Town and it supports the 

largest distribution of Afrikaans language news publications.   

The English daily newspapers widely read in the Cape are The Cape Argus, The Star, and 

The Cape Times.  The Mail and Guardian is a popular weekly newspaper, and The Sunday Times 
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is the most widely circulated weekly newspaper in the country.  Die Berger is the most 

prominently distributed Afrikaans daily newspaper.   All are now available in an on-line format 

as well as traditional hardcopy.  During my three months living in Cape Town, I read the English 

papers daily and frequently read translations of headlines and leading stories from the Afrikaans 

newspaper.  The experience of reading these stories while hearing daily conversations about the 

local events and trends developed my understanding of the variety of attitudes and reactions to 

news media coverage of that winter’s important stories, such as housing and services shortages, 

the Jacob Zuma trial, language of school instruction disputes, and several extremely brutal 

assaults and murders of very young children in the black South African community. 

Cape Town also presents an anomaly politically as ANC members have failed to win 

positions within this province in the last several elections.  The electorate appears to vote in a 

racially stratified bloc differing from the demographic characteristics found throughout the 

remainder of South Africa.  Questions regarding the white leadership remaining in power in 

Cape Town surfaced during my stay there and continue to be present in news stories and blogs.  

In fact, I watched a South African Broadcasting Company (SABC) special report episode in 

which the reporter elicited attitudes of citizens as to whether Cape Town was more European or 

African and directly posed the question to interviewees, “Is Cape Town a racist city?”. 

The matter of race within the Western Cape Province is contested in numerous media 

outlets, and the Cape public relations and political entities actively attempt to avert the gaze of 

onlookers who contend that it is not representative of true South African identity.  Below, you 

will see a clear example of this face work that authorities actively engage in.  This full-page 

advertisement appeared in a Cape Town publication known as The Big Issue.  The Big Issue is 

known for advocacy against homelessness and poverty.  Its circulation and mission are 
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somewhat unique in that independent vendors receive profits to circulate the publication.  The 

advertisement advances the inclusive slogan, “Home for all”. 
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FIGURE 5:  Zinzi. I am the Western Cape.  Source:  The Provincial Government of the Western 
Cape.  (2005). “Zinzi. I am the Western Cape”.  [Advertisement].  The Big Issue. July Issue 96, 
Vol.9. P.2. 
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As I first read this publication, I scanned the picture of Zinzi again and again for detail.  

Her home looks bright and as cheerful as her smile.  I thought about her name, her dress, her 

choice of head scarf and then…I thought about the burgundy containers for water on the dresser 

next to a utilitarian candle, and I wondered if this were a realistic depiction of a black woman in 

the Western Cape.  The issues surrounding the shortage of electricity, water and other basic 

services reached a fervent pitch during my visit.  In the same publication, only two pages 

following Zinzi’s photograph, a very different image of black South Africans in the Cape is 

featured.  In this representation, black South Africans residing in the Cape Town area are 

disturbed about the lack of government attention to basic service needs.  The feature is titled, 

“The winter of our discontent”, and chronicles the unrest fomenting in disenfranchised, black 

communities surrounding Cape Town.   
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FIGURE 6:  The winter of our discontent. Source:  De Vries, L. (2005).  The winter of our 
discontent.  The Big Issue. July Issue 96, Vol.9. P. 4. 
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This article highlights the dissatisfaction and unrest of black Cape Town residents 

removed from the financial wealth so often associated with the city.  During my months in Cape 

Town several similar incidents involving protests occurred.  The central theme in each instance 

was the need for basic services such as electricity and running water in areas surrounding Cape 

Town. 
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Context:  Outsider 

My journey to this research grew from a shorter first trip to Africa that included travel in 

Zambia, Tanzania and Zanzibar.  Along this journey I met many curious local inhabitants who 

engaged me in typical conversations about my occupation.  When I talked about being a graduate 

student, preparing my exams and getting ready to select a dissertation topic related to race and 

identity, so many would say “Oh, you should come here to Africa to study race!”.  At the time, 

my younger brother was serving in the Peace Corps in Zambia and this afforded me a closer 

glimpse into his local community than a tourist might have enjoyed.  It also allowed access to 

more intimate conversations on social, political, and economic topics concerning the African 

continent.   

Particularly if anyone was patient enough to hear me describe that my dissertation would 

have something to do with identity, race, and discourse, they would exclaim that I just had to 

study Africa, and more specifically South Africa.  Many spoke directly about the racial strife of 

the past and others implied that any study of race necessarily must start in South Africa.  

Certainly I had considered the history of South Africa when questioning global racial identities 

and power relationships between groups determined by racial characteristics.  However, my 

“outsider” knowledge did not move far beyond the typical South African stereotypes. South 

Africa evoked intriguing narratives for me, including stories involving white racism, 

international censure, and internal protest over poverty and land rights.  Additionally, a history 

generally filled with activist uprisings that eventually led to improved conditions for black South 

Africans presents a powerful backdrop for the examination of racial identity.   
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 Now I have read many sociological, historical, and linguistic studies connected to South 

Africa, and I can consider myself a better-informed outsider, and certainly an outsider humbled 

by the breadth of questions remaining following my months there and subsequent years of study 

and dialogue with others.  It is precisely as that curious outsider that I position this research.  

While I do not want to indicate that the selection process for the dissertation focus was in any 

manner happenstance, I would describe it as undeniably organic.  I opened myself to the 

opportunities presenting themselves and followed where they led.  In order to qualify as a 

rigorous ethnographical approach, more time in Cape Town would be necessary; however, in 

spending over three months, there I did gain an insight to nuances of the dynamic and aesthetic 

of the situational context of Cape Town that would have been difficult, if not impossible, to 

access in remote study and analysis.  The field notes on my months in Cape Town that inform 

my analysis of the texts and the media’s role in the construction and perpetuation of racial 

inequalities are the lens through which I critically examine news items.  

Upon my arrival in Cape Town, I began to read daily newspapers, watch the evening 

news broadcasts, and listen to the conversations occurring around me.  My close circle of friends 

and associates there was comprised primarily of health care workers, as my initial contact in the 

country worked in this profession.  From there, I formulated relationships with a small group of 

people living and working in the downtown Cape Town area.  Ethnically, the majority of the 

people that I conversed with about newsworthy topics were white or colored.  I spent time 

primarily with native South Africans with the exception of two or three British and American 

citizens.  I stayed near the heart of the downtown area, a few blocks from the tourist center that is 

Longstreet.  As a matter of fact, the majority of the people I encountered in the downtown Cape 
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Town area fell into white, Afrikaner or British in terms of racial, linguistic and national 

categories of description.   

The black South Africans that I interacted with were most frequently workers in service 

positions in restaurants, museums, and shops.  There was also a notable presence of street 

entrepreneurs selling a variety of crafts, and providing live performances accompanied by tourist 

wares to the foreign visitors in the downtown Cape Town area.  These vendors and street 

merchants were also predominantly black South Africans. In daily travel, shopping, and errand 

running, I made endeavors to engage in casual conversations about the day’s events and 

newsworthy topics.  I asked questions frequently and listened to the ways in which South 

Africans described “their beautiful constitution” or “lovely colorblind Rainbow Nation”. 

However, as a white American, I am sure that my access to in-depth conversations about 

race with Xhosa or other black South African citizens was limited. There was also a great feeling 

of separation in racial categories and interactions for me as the foreign, white outsider. I could 

also visually distinguish black, colored, and white communities within Cape Town.  Every shack 

or substandard living accommodation that I saw appeared to be inhabited by black South 

Africans.  These fringe communities and shantytowns stand in stark contrast to the wealth 

evident throughout the Garden District of downtown Cape Town. 

While I could see integration and evidence of equal access to certain resources, race was 

a factor in most discussions, and people clearly felt more comfortable in relating to those sharing 

their racial and ethnic category descriptions.  One salient example of this is the advice from all 

my white contacts upon arrival in the country to be extremely careful as to where I went and with 

whom I interacted. On the surface, a walk through the Cape Town Garden District lulls you into 

the sense that there is great security and calm in this particularly opulent destination, but violent 
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crime is proportionally high in South Africa…or so it is widely believed to be.  As Newsweek 

columnist, Joshua Hammer (2005) writes, “Locals even refer to the Cape Times as the “Cape 

Crimes” because of the number of stories about murders, assaults, and rapes on its front page”  

(p. 38).  He continues to offer his assessment of the rise in violent crime in the following 

passage: 

 When apartheid ended and the legal barriers to internal migration came down in 1994, 

hundreds of thousands of impoverished people flooded into Western Cape province in 

search of work. The newcomers included not only Xhosa tribes people who had been 

sequestered in the nearby “independent homelands” of Transkei and Ciskei, but also 

illegal immigrants from Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Congo, and other neighboring 

countries.  Many of these destitute newcomers poured into squatter camps located on the 

margins of affluent white neighborhoods. With the new proximity has come rampant 

criminality. (p. 38)  

The author’s deductive reasoning is evident and problematic.  The actual comparative statistics 

reported by the South African government do not show a significant rise in violent crime 

categories such as rape, murder, and assault since 2001.  In fact there has been a drop in the rate 

of occurrences in several categories. For example, the institute for security studies and the 

international police agency, INTERPOL, have pushed countries throughout the region of 

Southern Africa to reform their criminal justice system by lowering the rate of contact crimes 

each year.  Contact crimes are ranked according to severity of the offense.  Many contact crimes 

saw encouraging decreases in number in the Report on the Crime Situation in South Africa 

released on July 13th, 2007.   From 2001-2002 to 2006-2007, there was a significant decline in 

the categories of murder and rape.  The number of murders dropped from 47.8 to 40.5 and the 
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number of reported rapes dropped from 121.1 to 11 per 100,000 members of the South African 

citizenry (issafrica.org/index).  The report goes on to estimate that the “ratios of six of the eight 

contact crimes were decreasing in 2006/2007” (issafrica.org/index).  Reporting such as 

Hammer’s perpetuates fear and incorrectly blames the black community for the high crime rate 

in South Africa.    

In my own interactions, local white residents directly stated an assumed correlation 

between ethnicity and violent crime more than once and frequently implied it.  White and 

colored South Africans appear to share the belief that violent crime is attributable to the conduct 

of black South Africans.   The fear of the “Other” is a well-established tenet of colonialist psyche 

and may be lingering in the South African media attribution of crimes and disproportionate 

attention paid to these stories in the news cycle. 
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Text:  Media in South Africa 

South African media has been the subject of close scrutiny for many years and the post-

apartheid era has produced a new focus on a lack of racial bias and general integrity in 

journalistic equality. South African media and public service announcements emphasize the 

necessity of critical reading of journalistic texts and endeavor to inculcate this reader awareness. 

For example, the advertisement presented below highlights the campaign for active critical 

thinking among South African readers. 

 

 

FIGURE 7:  What you can’t see, can hurt you. Source: South African National Editor’s Forum. 
Appeared October 20, 2009, www.southafricainfo/.   

 The text of the advertisement reads, “What you can’t see, can hurt you”.  This 

advertisement was created to challenge the media representations in the South African press and 

call for truth in reporting across South African media.  It was created by the South African 

National Editors’ Forum (SANEF) and circulated widely.  SANEF’s webpage 

(www.sanef.org.za) describes the necessity for such regulation and internal watchdog groups as a 
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resulting consequence of the apartheid era policy toward restricting press freedom that the 

organization describes as “draconian”.  This public service style ad belies the larger movement to 

ensure that South Africans read media critically in the post-apartheid context.  SANEF and other 

groups are also interested in advocating via South Africa for neighboring Southern African 

countries such as Zimbabwe, Botswana, and Zambia, where journalists continue to undergo 

scrutiny and harassment as the attempt to uncover accurate details. 

Beyond the ethical considerations of responsible journalism, the intended audience of 

each South African publication influences coverage, selection of source material, and overall 

treatment of sensitive topics related to nation building.  I had the opportunity to closely observe 

the daily news coverage during my time in Cape Town. Reading from an analytical perspective, 

it was apparent that racial relations were an underlying theme in a great number of the features in 

the news.  Crime was only one of the prevalent themes in media that elucidated the racial divide 

in the community.  The relationship between national identity and race surfaced in media dealing 

with a variety of current societal issues.  During my months there, a tremendous scandal 

involving the Vice President, Jacob Zuma, erupted, and the leadership and opinions of the ANC, 

particularly the role of youth in the party, were frequently news topics.   

Burning of tires and public rioting over housing shortages, as illustrated in the previously 

mentioned news feature, were often covered in conjunction with articles highlighting the racial 

harmony found in many neighborhoods and the rise of successful young black entrepreneurs in 

the post-apartheid era.  Often the theme of a racially neutral new youth was found in conjunction 

with coverage of these “old” societal maladies such as political corruption, scandal, and lack of 

equal access to limited resources.   
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I collected over 320 articles from three English language newspapers during my months 

in Cape Town.  As I reread these articles, I sorted them into the general categories of education, 

health, and home.  In each category, I began to search for thematic genres or rhetorical themes 

reflective of racial ideologies and national identity.  This proved to be a challenging process as 

many articles addressed issues that did not easily sort into the prearranged categories.  One such 

example was a collection of articles addressing the HIV crisis in the Western Cape.  Similarly, 

articles reporting violent crimes, such as rape and murder, drew my attention in their 

commentaries on race and gender, but did not mesh with my initial organizational plan for the 

newspaper data. 

Following these general topics as lines of inquiry for the first two months in Cape Town 

did not produce a solid direction of analysis. However, the coverage of the June 16th Youth Day 

holiday soon attracted my attention for analysis.  I remember first seeing the advertisements for 

events surrounding the commemoration.  Young people were portrayed in exuberant poses, 

pictured at political rallies and shown in a composition of everyday scenarios designed to evoke 

an emotional nostalgia.  Television media advertised Youth Day celebrations with the voice of 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and a complete absence of the disturbing images associated with 

Soweto. The present day incarnation of the bloody anniversary of the Soweto Uprisings is given 

a peaceful, more positive billing in the media to the extent that it was not initially clear to me 

what this impending celebration signified.  It is presented as a day to focus on fostering political 

activism among South African youth and to reflect on the unity across racial divisions in the 

post-apartheid era.   

Gary Baines (2006) describes these purposeful reconstructions of collective memories 

such as Soweto as follows: “official history has laid down the main lines in the foundation 
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narrative that has been institutionalized and transformed into a new orthodoxy” (p. 20). He 

argues that it is this new “foundation narrative” concerning liberation that has gained power and 

significance as “it has created a foundation myth through the twin processes of memorialization 

and ritualized remembrance” (p. 20).  The ritualized remembrance of the Soweto Uprisings is 

recognized by many South African scholars as foundational in its place within the liberation 

narratives of the new South African identity.  It recognizes the student action in Soweto as a 

pivotal moment in the trajectory of the activism that would eventually lead to the end of 

apartheid practices.  Through the act of commemoration and memorialization of such a tragic 

event, the recognition of the cultural trauma that it represents become ritually addressed and 

delegated importance and reverence repeatedly.  Each passing year increases the routinization of 

the observance until it becomes a part of the national landscape of the new South Africa.  Over 

an unspecified period of time the images of commemoration and reverence to ancestors may 

replace the horrific images of the actual event. 

Similarly, print media emphasized the long way the South African had come since 1976 

and ran rather sentimental success stories of impoverished blacks “making good” or anecdotes of 

interracial friendships and partnerships evidencing the new color-blind South African national 

identity.  It is a portrayal that directly counters the foreign traveler’s intuitions and observations 

in that Cape Town appears to remain a very racially divided society in which the few white 

citizens hold wealth, while blacks, although undeniably given greater access to certain resources 

and political positions in the post-apartheid setting, remain the overwhelming majority of the 

impoverished population.  As Foster and Steyn (2007) comment in their study of white 

ideological discourses,  
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Despite the transition from apartheid to democracy, South Africa continues to be a 

relentlessly unequal society.  There has been a significant shift from the rigid racial 

inequality of the past to an increasingly intra-racial and class-based inequality. (p. 48)  

 While the authors suggest a redistribution of poverty and hardship to affect multiple racial 

groups, a disproportionately large number of those living in poverty remain black South 

Africans.  Similarly, Terreblanche (2002) explains the history of this inequality.  He writes, “It is 

nonetheless beyond dispute that the white colonial powers and local white establishments that 

ruled South Africa from the mid-17
th 

to the late 20th century used their monopoly over political, 

military, economic, and ideological power not only to advance themselves but also to plunder 

indigenous people, disrupt their social structures, and turn them into exploited workers" (p. 25). 

One way in which this economic dominance is maintained is the perpetuation of the stereotyped 

image of the new, colorblind South African.  The idea of a colorblind, new society indicates that 

a level of equality has been achieved and also denotes equitable access to key resources such as 

housing, employment, and education.  And yet, my experience and interactions in Cape Town 

lead me to believe that the minority white population clearly continues to economically dominate 

the majority black population. 

 In addition, the white community voices its displeasure with the perceived need of black 

South Africans and the ANC to revisit the injustices of the apartheid legacy.  Opinion pages and 

editorials in the newspapers in Cape Town frequently featured white citizens expressing their 

concerns over affirmative action initiatives or expressing their barely contained satisfaction in 

the inability of the ANC to redistribute wealth equitably and deliver services to the black, lower 

SES communities.  When engaging in these complaint-themed editorials, white authors 
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frequently referenced a consensus that the past was closed and blacks could no longer cite 

apartheid as a causal factor in their current economic, political, or psychological situation. 
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Media Texts:  The Cape Times, The Mail and Guardian and The Sunday Times 

In order to more clearly examine the media’s role in the perpetuation of such significant 

racial ideologies, I selected several of the most widely read English newspapers in Cape Town.  

The target readership of each of the newspapers examined is a component in understanding the 

discourse shaping the narrative of Youth Day.  I narrowed my analysis to three English-language 

newspapers that were widely read and discussed in my interactions with Cape Town residents.   

The Cape Times is the oldest continuously published newspaper in this region and claims 

to position itself to the left of the political spectrum of opinions.  It boasts an average daily 

readership of 316,000 and is described on a South African government website 

(www.southafrica.info) as targeting “the middle class of Cape Town” (2006).  In addition, the 

website mentions that its readers are mainly white and colored.   

The Mail and Guardian is published weekly.  Originally called The Weekly Mail, it was 

established to voice resistance to apartheid.  In order to survive a climate that was difficult for 

such alternative publications, The Weekly Mail partnered with The Guardian in Great Britain.  

Today its average weekly circulation includes 233,000 readers across the nation .The authors of 

the website do not directly state it, but certainly imply that The Mail and Guardian appeals to a 

more culturally diverse audience than that of The Cape Times (www.southafrica.info).   

The largest national newspaper, Sunday Times, has the largest citywide distribution of the 

three papers.   It has an average weekly readership of 3.24 million and is available in neighboring 

African nations, such as Botswana and Lesotho.  All three of these papers are widely read by the 

middle-class, white South African population of Cape Town. 

These three newspapers were then read regularly over a two-month period.  Initially, 

news articles were collected manually and those that were actually clipped from the paper are 

scanned to retain the traditional paper’s formatting and aesthetic presentation.  Upon returning to 
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the U.S., I continued to read the papers digitally and conducted keyword searches using online 

archives.  Texts accessed online are pasted into the dissertation document so as to reflect on-line 

formatting in contrast with the print.   



86 
 

Data selection and categorization 

In this discourse analysis, news coverage in three major arenas was initially explored.  

Those arenas include news stories relating to work, home/family, and education.  These texts 

provide insight to the construction of racial identity post-apartheid and evidence the emergence 

of a new dominant cultural narrative.  However, upon reading and sorting news texts in these 

categories of daily life in post-apartheid South Africa, the coverage of the commemoration of 

Soweto emerged as a focal point for the examination of national identity due to its natural focus 

on race and the new South Africa. 

More narrowly, this paper examines representative samples of stories covering Youth 

Day and the children born in South Africa following the end of apartheid, referred to here as 

“Mandela’s children.”  The term “Mandela’s children” stems from a health sciences study 

following a cross section of the population born in 1990. Mass media has since used the term to 

refer to children of this age and many news articles focus upon “Mandela’s children” as 

representative of the desired category of “racially blind” that typifies the new “Rainbow Nation”. 

While there is significant debate surrounding the origin of the term, many contribute its coining 

to then-Bishop Desmond Tutu.  By 1993, the term “Rainbow Nation” frequently surfaced in 

speeches not only by Tutu, but also Mandela and other key leaders of the ANC party. 

  The topics highlighted in a portion of these articles include numerous references to 

shared music and fashion, crossing previous racial divides through a shared consumer discourse.  

These examples of common ground are used to construct a shared mental model of post-

apartheid racial harmony and equity that glaringly ignores the economic impediments to the 

acquisition of these coveted, ethnically-neutral commodities.  Critical discourse analysis (CDA) 

methods as outlined in the overview of the conceptual framework in Chapter 1 are applied to 



87 
 

three selected news articles to examine the reproduction of this racially neutral identity attributed 

to the new South African national identity exemplified by the youth.   

The combination of CDA methodologies used to examine and interpret the three articles 

draws heavily from a European group of CDA scholars. Van Dijk (2009) suggests a look at 

global meanings derived from topical analysis of media texts.  He presents a tie to mental models 

of the individual reader as well as larger ideological models represented lexically and indicative 

of ingroup/outgroup membership status.  This particular work by van Dijk also emphasizes the 

integral role of context in determining the construction of identity in relation to a text.  His work 

with headlines as maps or “mental models” that influence readers’ organization and retention of 

both data and implicatures is also essential to this analysis. Additionally, implications of the 

topical and lexical analysis are examined through the approach of Scollon’s (2001) Mediated 

Discourse Analysis and Chilton’s (2004) approach to textual presuppositions.  Wodak’s (1999) 

work with national identity is also used as a framework for the discussion surrounding the 

analysis, along with Fairclough’s (2006) construction of power and language.  Finally, field 

notes collected over a three-month period in Cape Town will also be incorporated into the 

analysis and discussion of media texts. 

The following tables highlight the headlines initially used for the selection and 

categorization of articles about Soweto and Youth Day commemorations.  Using the Internet 

archives of the newspapers, I conducted several searches on headlines and stories containing any 

references to the commemoration of the Soweto Uprisings.  I also included the terms “Youth 

Day” and “1976 anniversary”.  I then limited the search to a two-week period before and after 

the June 16th commemoration.  The first table reports the initial result of a search of The Cape 

Times archives and the second, The Mail and Guardian. 
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Headline Date Author 

SABC denies imposing 
'blanket ban' on analysts  

21 June, 2006  Angela Quintal  
 

Road deaths reach 24 
since start of weekend  

20 June, 2006 Babalo Ndenze  

Young heroes honoured 
at first ever Western 
Cape Youth Awards  

16 June, 2006 A'eysha Kassiem  

New council launched to 
give pupils a voice  

16, June 2006 A'eysha Kassiem  

Youth Day poster row 
divides city, province  

16 June, 2006  

Killarney meet to be 
moved by a day  

15 June 2006 Lee McGeorge  

This is their day  15 June 2006  

June 16 raises important 
challenges for the role of 

white youth  
15 June 2006  

Yesterday's youth 
should help today's 

young people in dealing 
with their challenges  

15 June 2006 

Njongonkulu 
Ndungane 

 

 

TABLE 1:  Search results for The Cape Times. 
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Headline Date 

Achmat: HIV/Aids is an emergency  2006 

The black of blackness   2006 

European markets, rand lift JSE  2006 

Zuma: 'ANC was founded upon 
unity'  

2006 

Soweto's field of dreams  2006 

Lost and found : the June 16 
generation  

2006 

The wars of the wine valleys   2006 

June 16 heroes honoured by Mbeki  2006 

Angola scores against the odds  2006 

Just how far have we come since 
June 16 1976?  

2006 

Cosatu: Cele brate June 16 by 
helping the youth  

2006 

 
TABLE 2:  Search Results for The Mail and Guardian. 
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In 2006, in the week surrounding the 30th anniversary of Youth Day, approximately 

twenty, commemoration-related features were published in The Cape Times and The Mail and 

Guardian.   Of these features, only six make direct or detailed mention of the factual accounts 

commemorated by Youth Day, even if they covered the Youth Day schedule of events.  

Comparatively, fourteen of twenty articles, or approximately 70%, of stories focused instead on 

some example of interracial harmony or political and social progress associated with Youth Day 

activities. I then broadened my search to include other newspapers and began selection of 

representative articles for further analysis. There is also a significant recurring theme represented 

in the commentary and coverage over disagreement surrounding the commemoration activities, 

which I classify as a subcategory in later analysis.  The articles discussed in chapters 5 and 6 

were selected as representative samples of these distinctive themes and other content-related 

genres present in Youth Day commemorations of the slayings. 
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Frontpage vs. backpage 

 Several news features did address the economic divide.  These stories were not found in 

high frequency or on the front page of the newspapers, but the question is whether they 

realistically address the issues of “how is life in Soweto for black South Africans today”.  The 

placement within the news publication is significant in examining this discursive phenomenon.  

This parameter of analysis does, however, raise questions about the processing of Internet text in 

comparison to the traditional paper format.  In instances where a paper format of the article was 

collected, these were scanned directly in order to examine the aesthetic of the traditional format 

and also to more clearly analyze the placement within the publication.  When the texts are 

examined from the publications’ website, the order and presentation of the links and nodes are 

also discussed in terms of frontpage and backpage representation.  Examining the frontpage and 

backpage stages of news media performance forces us to deeply interrogate the editorial 

authority and racial ideology of the journalists, editors, and publishers. 

 Issues concerning freedom of the press and representations reflective of objective 

reporting have plagued the country for many years.  While black South Africans certainly have 

gained positions within press organizations, the majority of writers, journalists, and publishers 

remain white.  In order to address this and related incidents of reported discrepancies and 

inconsistencies of news media outlets, the government has created special commissions and task 

forces.   

Institutional boards and committees within the region have also been created in order to 

monitor and improve press freedom and ensure the safety of those involved in journalistic 

endeavors.  One such organization is the Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA).  In their 

latest yearly report entitled, “Is this democracy?: Report on the state of media freedom of 
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expression in Southern Africa 2008”, the researchers found several legislative issues 

necessitating attention in the development of press freedom in South Africa.  There were six 

alerts issued in 2008 concerning South African media.  The illustration to follow graphically 

highlights the scope and severity of alerts classified by MISA.  In 2008, the most detrimental 

alerts in South Africa resulted from threatened or banned categorical infractions. By way of 

general comparison to other nations on the African continent, South Africa exceeds the standards 

of press freedom exhibited in neighboring countries within the region.  However, the objectivity 

of the press remains under scrutiny, particularly following the restrictive controls exercised 

during the apartheid regime. 
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FIGURE 8:  MISA icons.  Source: Media Institute of Southern Africa. (2008). Is this 
democracy?: Report on the state of media freedom of expression in Southern Africa 2008.  
Retrieved from http://www.misa.org/researchandpublication/annualreport/annualreport.html 

Notes on Classification 
The list and definitions of classifications in So This Is Democracy?, which make up the bulk of 
the content of this book, are assigned to specific categories. Actual alerts issued by MISA are 
indicated by the ALERT in the top right hand corner of the entry. In all, there are 11 categories: 
 
Assaulted  Bombed  Censored 
Legislated  Detained  Banned 
Killed   Sentenced  Threatened 
Victory   Others 
 
Below is a description of each category. Each category captures a fairly broad range of incidents, 
and more than just the single word it is represented by. Nevertheless, each category is an 
accurate summation of incidents that are not too dissimilar with respect to their nature and the 
manner in which they affect the individual media workers and/or the media in general. Except 
for victory, the categories make up a list of the various types of violations that media workers 
can experience during the course of, or as a result of, their work: 
KILLED - This tops the list in terms of severity, and there is no need to explain 
why. Included under this category, however, are incidents where journalists have been 
kidnapped or gone missing, and have disappeared. For the purpose of this publication, 
that means that any incidents involving the latter will add to the statistics of this 
category. The statistic given is for the number of media workers involved, as opposed 
to the number of incidents reported. 
ASSAULTED - This includes incidents where journalists are attacked physically, 
beaten, tortured or wounded by other means during the course of their work. The 
statistic given is for the number of media workers involved. 
BOMBED - This includes incidents where a home of a journalist or the office of a 
media house/outlet/organisation is sabotaged through bombing, arson, vandalism, 
theft, or is raided or occupied forcibly. The statistic given is for the number of media 
workers or media organisations involved. 
DETAINED - This involves a media worker being put behind bars. It can be legal or 
illegal and includes being sentenced to a jail term or being detained (without charge, 
incommunicado, preventative, arrest). The statistic given is for the number of media 
workers involved. 
CENSORED - This is where information is suppressed or prevented from being 
published, or where media workers are prevented from getting their information out. 
It involves straight forward censorship such as a banning, a gagging order, order for 
excisions, preventing the publication of information through legislative restrictions, 
e.g. public officials or the courts, and interdicts, court orders or civil litigation resulting 
in the suppression of information. It also involves a publication or broadcaster or 
programme being shut down or suspended, as well as incidents where equipment and/ 
or materials are conf scated. The statistic given is for the number of media workers 
or media organisations involved. 
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 The MISA report consistently cites improvement in the South African press with regards 

to the diversity of people represented in broadcast, print, and Internet media.  Formerly, a climate 

of hostility and intimidation reigned and one can certainly see that the current media production 

is now governed by a more racially egalitarian set of ethical standards.  However, we must 

consider whether this upheaval of the racist status quo has been pervasive or if the dramatic 

surface change to coverage has meant a shift to a more covert means of identifying with those in 

opposition to black South Africans in power.  Reports on South African nations are compiled 

each year and although the panel of researchers is often internal to the country examined, checks 

such as this begin a process of redesign in South African journalism more in line with global 

notions concerning freedom of expression in the press. 
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Scope of the study and its limitations 

 
 The intersections of socioeconomic and racial variables have received great attention in 

media-centered studies.  An in-depth analysis of the socioeconomic status (SES) is beyond the 

scope of this analysis and data concerning SES is utilized in correlation with analysis of racial 

categorization.  In other words, SES data is examined as a demographic category attached to the 

superordinate category of racial identity.  This distinction is primarily organizational in that the 

discourse examined deals with issues such as poverty and access to services in response to 

overarching questions of racial equality.  I argue that race exerts greater force over issues 

concerning equality, and intend to examine the influence of racial identification and 

classification upon SES.  As Bonilla-Silva (1999) argues, “I contend that although race is not an 

essential category (no social category is essential and in fact is highly malleable and historically-

bounded as all social categories are) it is nonetheless a central principle of social organization.  

Furthermore, I argue that race is a “social fact” similar to class and gender.  Accordingly, race is 

a real and central social vessel of group affiliation and life in the modern world” (p. 899).  While 

describing race as a “social fact” complicates theoretical concerns, I do want to ground this 

analysis in the theoretical framework that acknowledges the persistence of race as a prominent 

variable signifying difference in a salient number of modern societies.  More importantly, I want 

to explore the role of group affiliation in collective identity and the role of collective identity in 

solidifying the existence of race as a “social fact”.  

In the same editorial, Bonilla-Silva (1999) further explains his position: “I argue that 

races exist as a social phenomenon wherever a racial structure is in place—that is, wherever 

there are social, political, and ideological practices that produce differential status between 

racialized social groups (races)” (p. 900).  In the South African context, the structure enacted 
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during apartheid cast a lingering shadow over the current societal practices, and, despite attempts 

by the ANC and other political entities to counter this societal tendency to privilege the category 

of race over other more significant distinctive factors of humanness, race as a delineating and 

divisive social fact remains. 

 In the context of South Africa, the suggestion that race remains a “social fact” is highly 

contentious.  The South African Institute for Race Relations exhibits this in its statement 

describing the organization’s function and focus:    

The Institute has throughout its history considered race relations in a far broader sense. 

Future race relations in South Africa depend far more on the country adopting policies 

to promote economic wellbeing and increasing standards of living than it does on 

addressing occasional incidents of racist behavior. Indeed the Institute believes racial 

prejudice in our society, while undesirable, is not a cause for significant concern. Most 

societies are forced to contend with a degree of racial, ethnic, or religious animosity. 

(www.sairr.org.za) 

Certainly, the broadening of the approach to race relations can be interpreted as progressive; 

however, the minimization of the category of race in this statement is problematic.  This type of 

orientation ignores the dominant characteristics that race exerts as a predictive category which in 

many cases dictates the access of an individual to education, employment, and a general increase 

in standard of living.  If the new South African national identity is to be colorblind, other 

demographic characteristics and variables indicative of equality inevitably come to the 

foreground.  Hence, many of the news articles examined in chapter five highlight the focus of 

black and white South African youth on consumerist values.  In other words, a new social group 
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has been forged, and socioeconomic status is the primary determinant for group membership 

rather than the apartheid system of classification based on race.    

In her previously mentioned study of an anonymous South African University, Walker 

(2005) found that interviews with white and black undergraduates illustrate the pervasiveness of 

race as an identity feature in the post-apartheid University setting.  She asked students questions 

about how their lives had changed since 1994.  Many white Afrikaans-speaking students 

described little or no change, and admitted that racial boundaries continued to determine their 

friendship circles.  These interviews led Walker to conclude that while strides had been made 

toward integration of the University students, a “default racism” was at work in which whites 

had little motivation or cause to change their ways of thinking and interacting on a personal 

level.  She writes, “What is clear is that all of the students’ lives are marked, whether 

acknowledged or not, by race, by racialized subjectivities, and by a past of racial separateness” 

(p. 142). These “feel good” stories attempt to mask the continuing division among the most two 

polarized racial groups in the new South Africa. This discourse analysis also illustrates that 

enduring quality of racial distinctiveness between black and white South Africans in post-

apartheid South Africa. 
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CHAPTER 5:  DATA ANALYSIS- MACROSTRUCTURES 

Thematic genres  

 I began the initial examination of several English daily newspapers widely read in Cape 

Town, The Cape Times, The Mail and Guardian, and The Sunday Times during my stay there 

from May until August of 2005. Upon my return to the U.S., I continued reading the newspapers 

online and a delineation regarding headline content was used to categorize articles published in 

the period of approximately two weeks surrounding Youth Day.  I began by sorting them 

generally based upon an historical reference, such as direct mention of the Uprisings, reference 

to the “Class of 76”, or implication of historical content.  Those with headlines not indicative of 

a historical focus were placed into a neutral category.  Upon a more critical reading of the 

articles, a salient distinction with regards to content emerged.  While unique in their focus to the 

outsider/foreign reader, the “lighter” reflections on interracial harmony were prevalent in the 

newspaper coverage. I title this category “human interest” in that it resembles the last story on 

many television newscasts. It is significant to note, however, that these stories were often feature 

stories, rather than lesser pieces relegated to the last pages of the paper.  Such stories often 

contrast with the harsher, more realistic stories covered within a traditional television news 

broadcast and function to wrap up the day’s news.  As a reader, my reaction was initially one of 

surprise as my expectations were biased toward a more somber, reflective tone and subject 

matter in order to connote the gravity of the events at Soweto. 

 Van Dijk (1988) proposes the examination of the superordinate or macrostructures of 

news text in his early work on headline analysis.  He points out that thematic genres serve as 

guidelines to the macro proposition of the segment of text, and that readers learn to recognize 

and respond to these thematic genres over time with rapid processing and evaluation of the 

content within a schematic pattern. 
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 To focus the analysis on the particular news features analyzed here, I will examine and 

comparatively analyze references to Soweto as they appeared in the headlines of the three news 

articles examined within the investigative/historical genre.  Van Dijk (Smitherman and van Dijk 

1988) also asserts that not only are headlines organizationally and semantically important, but 

that they also carry significance in the mental models readers build of the event described.  He 

offers the following example: “For instance, if the racial disturbances of the 1960s in the United 

States or those in the early 1980s in Britain are headlined in terms of “riots” they define a 

situation (and call on scripts) that are very different from those retrieved by headline concepts 

such as “resistance against police harassment” (p. 228).  In her study of the South African press 

coverage of military actions in Lesotho, Thetela (2001) points out that the chronological 

sequencing of news feature composition is followed by headline composition, which is often 

completed by editors rather than the feature writer, as a strong indicator of a newspaper’s 

“ideological positions”.  
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FIGURE 9: New generation ignores race but worships money.  Source: Power, M. (2005, June 
15).  New generation ignores race but worships money:  Who needs politics when you’re 
wearing the right brands?  Sunday Times, 10.  
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Category A:  Human interest  
 “New generation ignores race but worships money” by Megan Powers appeared in the 

lifestyle section of The Sunday Times. It was presented on the frontpage of this section, found in 

the midsection pull out of the larger newspaper.  Its focus on colorblind friendships and shared 

consumer values connects to the celebrations surrounding Youth Day.  Originally published on 

June 15th, the piece sets an optimistic tone for the new South African national identity without 

direct reference to the impending observance. 

The article chooses two teens from disparate cultural backgrounds and creates their 

identity as representative tokens of the “new” black and white South African.  They are 

representative of “Mandela’s children”, born into an era where their experience of apartheid is 

one of an anecdotal and historical nature rather than first-person encounters.  A salient theme in 

this article is the emergence of a consumer identity as a sphere in which equality has been 

attained across previous boundaries of racial difference.  Equality is achieved through members 

of both races gaining access to buying power and a certain consumer-savvy knowledge 

highlighted in the marketing research study.  However, is this representation realistic?   

While post-apartheid initiatives such as the Black Employment Empowerment, BEE, 

have given rise to a black middle class, the economic structures are far from equalized.  This is 

evidenced in the remaining presence of shantytowns and housing developments in which running 

water and electricity are continually lobbied for by angry black residents. As recently as May of 

2008, residents angry about economic inequities have protested violently in areas surrounding 

Johannesburg (www.sairr.org.za) and one need only briefly examine census figures to recognize 

the skewed distribution of wealth in the country. 

  Another prominent theme in the feature’s representation of the new South African is a 

lack of interest in things political.  Interestingly, these very disenfranchised black tenement 
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residents are, in fact, intimately concerned with political affairs so far as it is a necessity to 

access services considered basic to most white South Africans.   The article “New generation 

ignores race but worships money” proposes an apolitical quality as a desirable one in the design 

of the colorblind South African identity.  It would appear to slight political interest as dull or 

lacking in modern appeal, but does the text posit that political interest references racial 

divisiveness?  There is a correlation conveyed between the colorblind identity and a healthy 

disinterest in all things “political”.   The close association between an individual’s identification 

as having interest in political matters and South African national identity will be more closely 

examined in conjunction with another news article later in the chapter.  The unique nature of the 

apolitical distinction becomes more apparent when contrasted to the frequent call to action for 

the youth to become politically active.  In these articles, the implication is that to focus on 

political topics is to be mired in the past.  It is given a negative connotation akin to pettiness and 

an essential archaic aesthetic quality. 

While the article does not directly purport to do so, it establishes a set of characteristics 

associated with the “new generation”.  This particular generation, generally delineated as born in 

1994 or later, is frequently referenced in South African media.  They are known as the “youth”, 

the “born frees” and, in this dissertation, a reference borrowed from a longitudinal health study, 

“Mandela’s children”.  As a group, “Mandela’s children” are frequently analyzed as a barometer 

of the successful departure from apartheid to democracy and are often held in comparison to the 

“class of ‘76”, a common name for the generation of young people who protested in Soweto and 

other locations.  Youth in this definition is given broad range as it is inclusive of the middle-

school age protesters of Soweto 1976, as well as of 20-something years old, Black 

Consciousness Movement leaders, such as Biko.  In the news features examined, “youth” is used 
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to refer to people who have little or no first person memory of the apartheid era.  The article 

highlights desirable and undesirable qualities of the colorblind youth identity. 

 In tandem with the apolitical nature of the colorblind new identity, national pride is 

focused upon cultural arts such as music and fashion rather than in reference to the democratic 

nation. There is also a strong focus on the highly developed consumerism of the new generation.  

What is noticeably absent in this article is any attention to the socioeconomic disparities that will 

racially delineate access to the colorblind group of new South Africans. Based upon the thematic 

content of this article the new generation is assigned specific descriptive qualities.  The table 

below summarizes those characteristics along the desirable/undesirable binary implicated in the 

text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 3: Comparison of characteristics of the colorblind identity. 

Characteristic/ 
Quality 

Desirable Undesirable 

Race Colorblind Racially distinctive 
SES Advanced Challenged 
Education Advanced formal education Minimal formal education 
National pride Strong Absent 
Political 
interest 

Absent Strong 

Arts/Culture 
awareness 

South African focus Absent or international focus 
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Category B:  Investigative with historical context included 

 In contrast, a second genre of news story was found in the 30th anniversary coverage of 

Soweto.  In these articles, significant attention is allotted to the history of the slayings at Soweto 

in 1976 and the condition of the residents of Soweto in the present day.  These stories are more 

investigative in nature, and one envisions the reporter as being on assignment in the local 

neighborhood school or office in Soweto, dateline 2006.  I label this category as 

historical/investigative and explore the predominant themes through a representative article. 

 This type of article occurred much less frequently than the above highlighted focus on 

racial equity and harmony.  When these reporters focus on the aspect of the historical occurrence 

by investigating present day Soweto, the results are far from the first genre where the take on life 

for black youth in post-apartheid South Africa is one of equal access to commodities.  The 

children in Soweto highlighted in the following article wear uniforms to mask their lack of 

suitable clothing and walk miles to school one way each day.  Below is the full text online 

version, “Soweto’s field of dreams”. This article was published in The Mail and Guardian on 

Youth Day 2006. 
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FIGURE 10:  Soweto’s field of dreams. Source:  Eetgerink, T. (2006, June 16). Soweto’s field of 
dreams.  The Mail and Guardian. Retrieved from mg.co.za.com. 

 
Soweto's field of dreams 
 
Tisha Eetgerink | Johannesburg, South Africa     

16 June 2006 02:38
 
One day prior to June 16 the pupils of Inkwenkwezi Primary School in Soweto are gathered in the assembly area. They are 
asked to think about the day thirty years ago when police opened fire on schoolchildren protesting in the streets of the 
township. 
The headmaster of Inkwenkwezi tells them how, back in 1976, young people decided they had put up with racism and 
repression for long enough and took to the streets. Their protest marked a turning point in South Africa's history, with the 
famous photograph of Hector Pieterson being shown around the world and protests spreading across the country like wildfire. 
For the children in the assembly field it is hard to imagine. Thirty years is a long time for 4 to 12 year olds. 
Yet, the term "struggle" rings a bell. Today's township youth might have political freedom, but life is still hard for them and 
their families. Three decades on, the challenge has shifted from fighting apartheid to coping with poverty, HIV/Aids, 
unemployment and inadequate education. 
When pupils from Inkwenkwezi watch television, they see a prosperous South Africa that is unfamiliar to them. Most of the 
children here live in squatter camps where there are no pretty homes with manicured lawns, where there is no money and no 
food. When headmaster Skipper asked one of his pupils recently what she wanted to be later on in life, the little one 
responded: "A white girl." 
The Inkwenkwezi school stands in Zone Six, Diepkloof, one of the poorer areas in Soweto. When Skipper came to 
Inkwenkwezi in 2001, he found the school in ruins. Windows were broken, there were holes in the walls and ceilings and the 
toilets were in an awful state.  
Under Skipper's reign the school is now a colourful place in the midst of Zone Six, just behind the Baragwanath hospital. At 
the entrance a bright yellow wall displays the school emblem and in red letters: "Welcome to Inkwenkwezi, Field of 
Dreams."  
Classrooms catering to grade four to seven are positioned around the grassy assembly area. For the younger children there is 
a jungle gym; for the older pupils a concrete sports field. The school takes pride in both. A library is in the making. An old 
classroom has been turned into a place where wooden cabinets house a modest selection of picture and reading books. In the 
back two teachers are devising a system so that students can borrow books and take them home for a few weeks. 
Another work in progress is the staff room. A neatly lettered sign is already above the door, but inside the large space looks 
rather empty. An oval table is placed in the centre of the room but there are no chairs. 
According to Skipper it is important to have a place where the teachers can relax. "If the teachers are happy, they perform 
better in class". 
A report from the South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC) published earlier this week stated that the daily reality 
in rural and township schools is incongruous with the legislation and the policies of the national education department. 
Section 29 of the South African Constitution guarantees the right to basic education. The state must ensure that this right can 
be enjoyed by all. The report found that, although much has been accomplished since 1994, there are some key issues that 
prevent the enjoyment of the right to basic education and are cause for worry. Firstly, poverty impacts on the accessibility of 
quality education. School fees, school uniforms and transport costs are unaffordable to many.  
The red-and-grey school uniform is a precious possession for the children at Inkwenkwezi. "They are very proud of their 
uniform," explains Skipper. "It brings them uniformity, they can all be the same. If they would have to wear their own 
clothing, some might get picked on because they'd have nothing to wear."  
Most of the Inkwenkwezi pupils are from nearby squatter camps. 
"I would say about 90%," says Skipper. "Their parents don't have jobs and don't have money to pay for food, clothing, let 
alone for the annual R60 school fees."  
With no money for the taxi, children as young as four or five walk hours to get to school. Today, 30 years after the Soweto 
uprisings, Skipper is somewhat disillusioned about 1976. "There is still no free education," he says. "The structure of black 
schools is imbalanced; buildings are not renovated and government funding is insufficient." 
The SAHRC report also highlights the vast gap between resourced former Model C schools and those in rural areas and 
townships. 
Skipper believes strongly in the components of transparency and accountability. With the funding he gets, such as from The 
Soweto Project, Skipper tries to incorporate these in his managing of the school. "These two should also improve drastically 
with the new management of this country. Democracy has been misused and power has been abused.” 
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 Although anecdotal in nature, the headmaster offers statistical data to support the dire 

financial circumstances of the majority of the families in his school.  He estimates that 90% of 

parents do not have work and do not have enough money for basic necessities.  The article also 

points out the lack of equality in government funds available to black township schools such as 

the one featured.  The pupils featured in this story are described as having access to wealth 

through the picture window of television.  Their reality is life in the squatter camps, which leaves 

the headmaster in a difficult quandary as he explains the significance of the 1976 struggle to the 

students on this 30th commemoration day. 

 Perhaps the most heart-wrenching quotation in the piece comes early on when the 

headmaster, Skipper, relates the response of a young pupil to the common query as to what she 

wants to be when she grows up.  The response, “a white girl”, reveals the far-reaching and 

deeply entrenched effects that linger from the apartheid era.  Following this line, the article shifts 

abruptly to themes of the hope found in colorful paint and modest additions to the school, but the 

reported response stays in the readers’ mind, overshadowing any impression that the future is 

promising.  One must wonder how a “field of dreams” can be built when the dream to alter one’s 

race is unattainable.   

 The article also discusses the failure to address equal access to educational opportunities 

as it was outlined in the constitution.  Here the article acknowledges progress, but points directly 

to the role that poverty plays in causing a lack of educational attainment.  The comparison to 

wealthier, predominantly white, urban Model C schools is also made in the following statement: 

“The SAHRC (South African Human Rights Commission) report also highlights the vast gap 

between resourced former Model C schools and those in rural areas and townships”.  The 

predominant social actor in this text is Skipper, the headmaster, and we get the impression that 
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he is all that these impoverished students have.  By highlighting Skipper’s actions in taking the 

school from an abysmal abandoned state to a functioning, albeit modest, institution, readers 

receive the metamessage (van Dijk, 1988) that the government is not keeping its promise of 

educational equality that the students of Soweto fought and died for thirty years ago.    

 Author Eetgerink does not shy away from this controversial notion and chooses to close 

the entire piece with a scathing denouncement of the previous government leveled by Skipper.  

He offers hope for a future with increased governmental accountability and transparency, but 

closes with an indictment that is understandable given his proximity to economic hardship, 

declaring, “Democracy has been misused and power has been abused.”  Skipper’s choice of the 

verbs “misused” and “abused” indicate a sense of violation of a dominant entity over a 

subordinate one; however, he constructs his statement passively and evades concrete agency 

altogether.  Instead he uses the abstract nouns “democracy” and “power” thus evading a more 

controversial statement directly blaming the entity responsible for these negative, aggressive 

actions.  While the statement remains controversial and provocative, it is also indirect in nature 

leaving the reader to recontextualize it within their own framework of knowledge concerning 

South African history and politics. 
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Comparative analysis of human interest and investigative thematic genres 

Clearly the genres are tailored for differing rhetorical purposes and perhaps even 

audiences as subsets of the general readership of the newspapers; however, there are several 

salient points of difference in content.  Whereas the first article labeled as feel good/human 

interest asserts that there is a level of socioeconomic parity among racial stratifications, the 

second article clearly narrates one side of a tale of disparate economic situations for white and 

black South Africans. The question for readers of both articles to discern is whether or not the 

young man, Khaya, interviewed for the first article is indeed representative of the face of the new 

black South African youth in terms of economic power and access to resources necessary to 

partake in this consumer identity of racial equality.  Clearly, the reporter and participants 

interviewed for the second piece in Soweto do not experience this to be the case.  If students are 

attending school hungry and without materials, there are most likely no resources for purchase of 

the expensive clothing and accessories symbolic of the colorblind socioeconomic identity 

outlined in article number one.  In fact, the headmaster of the Inkwenkwezi school in the second 

piece points out the role that the school uniform plays in equalizing the attention to 

socioeconomic difference and alleviating embarrassment with regards to poor clothing.  The 

Inkwenkwezi pupils may know the brands like Khaya and Bradley do, but they see them from a 

distance, through television images.  Consumerism as an ideology promoting equality across race 

in the Inkwenkwezi context appears absurdist and might be interpreted as mockery. 

A second point of particular saliency is the attention to an apolitical quality of Khaya and 

Bradley’s persona.  Khaya is quoted as saying he knows about current events and political 

developments but “politics is not a priority”.  His white counterpart, Bradley, takes his disinterest 

a step further, asserting, “The everyday side of politics doesn’t make a difference to me.”  The 
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article represents their disinterest as hip, urban, cool, and a defining characteristic of the 

colorblind youth.  Arguably, it would be hard to retain your colorblind status if simultaneously 

concerning yourself with the daily political developments in post-apartheid South Africa.   

Perhaps an even more revelatory voice on this apolitical orientation comes in the form of 

the research manager, Andrea Kraushaar, in the marketing firm responsible for the study of 

youth trends reported in the article.  She reiterates the supremacy of fashion consciousness as a 

youth priority and then makes the following statement: “They don’t care about the baggage of 

the past.  From cricket players to Zuma, they feel they’ve been let down.  They just want to get 

on with their lives and do things for themselves.”  Here the speaker exhibits a glaring racial 

distinction in the assumptive comparison between cricket players and Zuma, a prominent 

political figure.  Indeed Khaya, the black subject of the interview, mentions the “Shaik-Zuma 

issue” to reference his knowledge of newsworthy political events.  (Jacob Zuma was the deputy 

president under Thabo Mbeki. In 2005 he was removed from his position. Throughout this 

political controversy, Zuma retained a level of popularity, particularly among black South 

Africans and went on to replace Mbeki as the President.) Bradley does not reference a cricket 

player, but the researcher assigns a sports icon to the white role as an oppositional pair to the 

prominent politician.  It is a curious comparison in that it denotes a racial distinctiveness and 

connotes the relative importance of sports figures in comparison to political figures in the two 

communities.  Furthermore, the description of the shared history of black and white South 

Africans as “baggage” directly denotes the negative impact of South African history and creates 

the well-known metaphorical representation of something that must be carried with us.  It 

denotes a burdensome quality and is generally unpleasant in nature.  She closes with a testament 

to the burgeoning individuality of the new South African citizen who wants to “do things for 
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themselves.”  Individualism and consumerism are frequent cohorts in free market societies, and 

often coexist with the binary opposition that characterizes collectivism as dependency, weakness, 

and lack of initiative on the part of the non-consumer. 

Why is this apolitical preference a valued characteristic in construction of the new South 

African identity, and does the Soweto school instructor in article two share this distinction?   

When the instructor, Skipper, states that “Democracy has been misused and power has been 

abused”, he firmly asserts a political view and voices negative criticism of the current political 

state of affairs. It appears that those in favor of a new South African identity that does not focus 

on politics see this as an oppositional or divisive posture for a progressive South African to 

assume.  This statement, however, does not diverge from the previous topic focus on economics, 

as it is a discussion of school funding that prompts the instructor to make comments of a political 

nature.  The portrayal evidences the advantages for the burgeoning black South African middle 

class to refrain from political involvement.  The rhetorical advantages of this construct for the 

ruling class are obvious in that the disenfranchised may then be characterized as “overly” 

political and racially divisive.  This sets the stage for a national dialogue in which those outgroup 

members without the economic capital to join the new South African colorblind identity are 

attributed a misguiding sense of agency.  They can then be characterized as “choosing” to remain 

outsiders due to their aggressive attention to political affairs and perceived unwillingness to join 

in the economic foray. 

At the center of each piece is the notion of meaning for those of the unique subgroup that 

is South Africa.  How does South Africa deal with its scathing atrocities moving forward as one 

nation?  Implicitly, the first piece asks South Africans not to look back too much, but to forge 

new shared paths, while the second piece uses an investigative style that pushes youth to not only 
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know their historical autobiography, but to honor the psychological trauma of apartheid.  The 

article uses stark differences and class disparities to delineate black identity in Soweto then 

(1976) and now (2006).  Soweto’s dream is questioned heavily through the subthemes of 

poverty, educational access, and health care.   

 South African researchers have examined the effect of socioeconomic status in 

determination of both ethnic categorization identification and national identity formation.  The 

emergence of a more affluent, or middle class, group comprised of black South Africans has 

complicated the role of SES.  This has resulted in frequent reference in media to a perceived 

socioeconomic equality in the post-apartheid era.  While a modest number of black South 

Africans have enjoyed increased access to economic opportunity and wealth, the distribution of 

economic resources remain decidedly skewed in favor of the white population.  Foster and Steyn 

(2007) discuss their interpretation of the current economic disparity in South Africa and its 

implications for national identity formation: “In effect, black elites are a decoy, drawing 

attention away from where the bulk of the country’s wealth is still to be found:  middle and upper 

class white South Africa” (p. 42).   

 Similarly, in her work concerning the persistent influence of the racial categorizations 

enacted during the apartheid era, Posel (2001) examines what she terms as the “deracialization” 

embraced in post-apartheid South Africa.  She argues that this attempt to mitigate the impact of 

race as a social category has done little to change the economic landscape of the country.  

Referring to the current economic structure, Posel argues that, “Large chunks of this order 

remain in place, with the large majority of the black population still impoverished, economically 

excluded and consigned to geographically separate and under-resourced residential areas.  The 
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majority of whites too are still confined within apartheid borders of thought and experience” (p. 

69). 

 The relationship between SES and race in post-apartheid South Africa can also be 

considered from the perspective of critical whiteness studies.  This is a dynamic body of research 

with a great deal of controversy and tension amongst its leading theorists.  Foster and Wales 

(2007) examine the ways in which white privilege is maintained in rhetorical tropes such as the 

“colorblind” new South African.  Wealthy whites may internally utilize racist dogma to construct 

their reality, but outwardly their conversation will typically reflect the neutrality of race as a 

socioeconomic determinant.  If access to wealth is now equalized in post-apartheid South Africa, 

then the historical impact of white dominance through racially charged initiatives and policies is 

lessened in its importance and scope. 

 Additionally, in her examination of a commissioned study of “poor whites” in South 

Africa in the early 20th century, Willoughby-Herard asserts that the examination of the 

racialization of impoverished whites is necessary in order to unpack and highlight the early work 

of the apartheid engineers to construct poor whites as similar to blacks.  She summarizes her 

position in the following passage: “…where whiteness scholars have been mostly concerned with 

whiteness as privilege and unearned rights, I am concerned with whiteness as misery and 

whiteness as a project of diminishing white selfhood” (p. 483).  She focuses upon this historic 

study and its categorization of certain industrialized jobs as “Kaffir work” and the effects that 

this classification of work had upon white identity.  She casts racism as not only a tool to 

maintain privilege, but also as an instrument which simultaneously destroys the perpetrator.  This 

argument is intriguing as it breaks from the widely held organizing principle in the field that 
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whiteness involves the establishment and maintenance of wealth.  Willoughby-Herard 

emphasizes the importance of this shift in analytical focus in the following lines:  

 Simply saying that whiteness is unmarked or invisible continues the 

 pathologization of Blacks for existing, for not being white, and for being the 

 mythical “Black Problem”.  This construction normalizes the hyper-visibility of 

 blackness when really the real function of racism is to constrain white behavior and 

 diminish white capacity and accountability.  (p. 499) 
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Coherence:  Themes developing colorblind rhetoric  
 
In order to further examine the content and its intersection with the coherence of the 

texts, the two articles are broken down below into summary phrases.  Numerals indicate a major 

shift in topic, and subtopics are indented to illustrate coherence and relevance to the initial topic.  

This provides another linguistic lens that allows more detailed consideration of the structure and 

focus of the text.  The following passage highlights and names the thematic shifts in each article 

providing a brief summary of major points and propositions to facilitate an examination of 

coherence in the two pieces.  Once the main topics are parsed into relative groups, the 

distribution and frequency of occurrence in the topics becomes more salient.  This also serves to 

illustrate the amount of development given to identifiable themes, which allows a clearer 

understanding of the similar and contrasting features of these two genres. 

 The human-interest genre repeatedly references the construct of the white and black 

South African teenage male.  Given that we later learn that the study referenced was conducted 

by a marketing company, one is left to wonder if two such well-adjusted, harmonious, teenage 

boys truly exist.  The explicit details follow each theme and work to persuade us that these are 

indeed real boys, wearing the same style of clothing, listening to the same style of music, and 

sharing their innermost thoughts and dreams.  A glaring characteristic, implicitly developed 

consistently throughout the piece, is shared access to wealth.  Naturally, an impoverished child 

cares about the clothes that they are wearing, but if struggle for subsistence is indicative of the 

level of poverty, even the most socially motivated of individuals will not focus their resources on 

fashion and accompanying luxuries. 
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TABLE 4:  Comparison of thematic content. 

“New generation ignores race but worships money”:  Sunday Times 
 Theme 1:  Teen best friends of mixed race 

Not “afraid to wear pink”  
See each other as equals 

Theme 2:  New research shows friendships based on music and fashion not color 
Money is of special identification importance “especially for black youth” 
Explanation of research N=2,400 “emerging and affluent 7-24 year olds” 

Theme 3:  Buying power of SA population under 25 (comprise ½ population spend 26 billion R) 
90% of teens request brand names and 18mo. Olds recognize over 90 brands 

Theme 4:  Other teens point to the impact of clothes in social status and identity 
“Equality created a need for a new class structure” line 

Theme 5:  Ability to “play the capitalist game” is high 
Youth are savvy consumers 
Evidence in the lack of acceptance of good fake products 

Theme 6:  This research illustrates the youth building a new SA culture 
  “Creative entrepreneurialism” is evident in the youth culture 
  Their tastes are uniquely South African or “homegrown” 
Theme 7:  Rich and poor youth in SA want the same brands 
  It’s all about the public look regardless of the economic class 
  Expensive, top brands are what count 
Theme 8:  Youth are proudly South African and appreciate the national music/art revival 
  This goes hand in hand with a “total disregard” for politics 
  “They don’t care about the baggage from the past” 
  Politics is not a “priority” for Khaya (black) and Bradley agrees 

“Soweto’s field of dreams”:  Mail and Guardian 

Theme 1:  Setting is the day before the 30th anniversary of Soweto in a Sowetan primary school 
  Students gathered and encouraged to consider the police attack on the protestors 
  Headmaster mentions struggle and Hector Pieterson 
  Children can’t imagine this at 4-12 yrs of age 
Theme 2:  Struggle is familiar to the students 
  They have freedom from apartheid but face poverty, disease, lack of education 
  Students see wealth from afar, but have no money for basic needs 
  Black student wishes she were white 
Theme 3:  Specific example of poverty is Inkwenkwezi school itself 
  Abandoned until 2001 when headmaster reopened and revitalized 
  Now freshly painted, bears sign “Field of Dreams” 
  Renovations and improvements detailed 
Theme 4:  Legislative background on the rights to educational attainment in the new SA 
  SAHRC report points to inequalities in SA schools 
  Constitution guarantees right to education but poverty prohibits delivery 
Theme 5:  Discussion of poverty in the school and surrounding township 
  School uniform is precious to students keeping them from embarrassment 
  Parents can’t afford clothing, or food, young children walk hours to school 
  Not the same in white, urban schools 
  Headmaster finds financial means, strongly calls for reform 
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Concepts, images, and emotions surrounding struggle pervade this article.  The human 

interest study on Khaya and Bradley does not brush near this aspect of South African culture.  

Culture for Khaya and Bradley is new, urban, hip-hop, and struggle free.  While the seemingly 

universal teen pangs of fitting in are referenced minimally in the concluding paragraph, the 

majority of the primary themes in the Soweto article are historical and informative in their 

nature.  Another primary difference in the structure of the two representative samples is 

evidenced in a closer examination of the topic shifts.  The investigative article on the Soweto 

school is much more detailed in development of a central topic, while the human interest genre 

covers numerous topics related to the two representative subjects.  The central theme of the first 

piece on the two young men is to emphasize the sameness of a black and a white South African.  

The secondary topic is directly tied to this sameness.  What is this bond that they now share?  

They like to buy the same things. The theme of consumerism is consistently developed, yet 

explored in a multidirectional fashion: black and white consumers/ old and young consumers/ 

South African and international goods.  The reader is left with the distinct impression that these 

young people will help the new South Africa succeed financially in the global market.  

Contrastingly, “Soweto’s field of dreams” examines the daily struggles of children in a Soweto 

school by addressing topics of persistent poverty, HIV diagnosis, and educational attainment.  

Poverty and its impact on the site of the Soweto Uprisings is detailed, given voice, teased out 

legislatively, and historically. 

Close examination also reveals a striking similarity in the content and style of the two 

articles.  Both are using the “person on the street” perspective to personalize the generalized 

South African experience of this commemorative holiday.  We are given the names of 

presumably real people, but only their first names, and in Skipper’s case, we might hazard a 
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guess at it being his nickname, presumably one of endearment.  The reader is invited in each 

article to step into another person’s perspective and try it on from a safe distance.  This typically 

causes a reader to empathize with the plight of the individual highlighted in the feature.  In the 

“New generation ignores race but worships money” article we are led to empathize with the 

burden that the apartheid past has placed on young, racially tolerant South Africans.  In the 

second piece, “Soweto’s field of dreams”, we sense the urgency of the present-day situation in 

Soweto and identify, if only briefly, with the headmaster and his advocacy.  If we work with the 

inference that a majority of readers are English-speaking whites, the importance of these two 

texts as emissaries for the new South Africa emerges.   

Colorblindness here is carried through the tropes of fashion and music.  These stylistic 

genres of human expression are globally explored as powerful tools in crossing (Rampton, 1999) 

ethnic, linguistic, and cultural boundaries.  What the article ignores lies in any discussion of 

differences in access to these symbols of shared identity.   
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Comparative analysis within the investigative genre 

 In order to examine the investigative genre further, a comparative analysis to 

another feature found in the same publication was undertaken.  For this section of the analysis, 

another sample belonging to the investigative/historical genre is selected in order to examine 

similarities and disparities between the two features.  The second article from the 

investigative/historical genre is also taken from the online version of The Mail and Guardian on 

June 16th, 2006.  It asks the burning question in its title, “Just how far have we come since June 

16th, 1976?”, and offers coverage of the white national identity and in particular the Afrikaner 

citizen’s reaction to the day of remembrance of Soweto.  The first, “Soweto’s field of dreams”, 

purports to explore the black South African perspective in the townships. The second feature 

includes a variety of perspectives not only in terms of racial identity, but also in terms of political 

opinion.  The investigative nature of asking the question, “Where are we now?” transmits a 

speculative quality to readers which encourages them to ask similarly reflective questions about 

their own situation and relative positioning as South African citizens.   
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FIGURE 11:  Just how far have we come since June 16 1976?  Source: Landry, C. (2006, June 
16). Just how far have we come since June 16 1976?  The Mail and Guardian.   Retrieved from 
mg.co.za.com. 

Just how far have we come since June 16 1976? 
Carole Landry | Johannesburg, South Africa   
16 June 2006 08:52 
South Africa on Friday marked the 30th anniversary of the Soweto uprising, one of the bloodiest chapters of apartheid, amid 
renewed debate over whether whites should own up to the atrocities of the former regime. 
 
Hundreds of black youths died at the hands of police during protests against the enforced use of Afrikaans in schools that 
began on June 16 1976, in the Johannesburg township of Soweto. 
 
The protests marked a turning point in the anti-apartheid struggle and the brutal police response set international public 
opinion against the white regime. 
 
The 30th anniversary of the uprising is being celebrated in the wake of a firestorm touched off by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
who remarked in late April that whites had not shown enough gratitude for the magnanimity shown by blacks. 
 
His comments drew a strong response from both sides of the racial divide, setting off a deluge of opinion pieces, letters from 
incensed newspaper readers and phone calls to radio talk shows, confirming that Tutu had struck a raw nerve. 
 
Nkosinathi Biko, son of anti-apartheid activist Steve Biko, said that as the nation marked 30 years since the Soweto uprising, 
white South Africans should take responsibility for the sins of apartheid. 
 
"White South Africans must reckon with history for what it is and not for what they wish it to have been," Biko wrote in a 
newspaper commentary. 
Biko, who was six years old when his father died in detention in 1977 after being tortured by security police, said that the 
new generation of black South Africans might not be as gracious as their contemporaries. 
 
"If Bishop Tutu, who is the embodiment of reconciliation, is making these kinds of statements, should we not be concerned 
that there may be a growing intolerance?" said Biko. 
 
"We hear a lot of community voices that say 'we are well beyond the honeymoon period'," said Biko, the executive director 
of the Steve Biko Foundation, which runs programmes to develop youth leadership. 
The debate over whether whites should atone for the sins of apartheid is a recurring one in South Africa, which has won 
praise for its peaceful transition to black majority rule since 1994. 
 
A campaign spearheaded in 2000 by former African National Congress (ANC) member of Parliament Carl Niehaus to get 
prominent whites to sign a statement apologising for apartheid fell flat. 
 
Niehaus, who served as South Africa's ambassador to The Netherlands, said whites had failed to recognise that they were the 
"benefactors of apartheid" and "continue to benefit to this day". 
 
"We don't deal with it properly," said Niehaus, an Afrikaner.  
 
"We seem to want to forget too quickly the damages of apartheid that have been inflicted." 
 
"The 30th anniversary is an opportunity to go back to the white community and say 'A large number of young people were 
shot and killed for no other reason than for the fact that they did not want to live in a society where they were second-class 
citizens,'" Niehaus told Agence France-Presse. 
 
Both Niehaus and Biko point to the urgency of addressing poverty in South Africa, which still has an overwhelmingly black 
face more than a decade after the ANC swept to power, promising a stake for the black majority in the nation's economic 
wealth. 
 
Many whites maintain that they did not take part or condone repression of blacks and that they are being made scapegoats for 
the ANC government's shortcomings in its drive to combat poverty. 
 
The man who shared a Nobel Peace prize with Nelson Mandela for shepherding the country towards democracy, former 
president FW De Klerk, said that while apartheid was "morally indefensible", whites had made sacrifices that deserved 
recognition. 
"It required considerable courage ... to overcome their reasonable fears and put their trust in their erstwhile enemies," De 
Klerk wrote in his newspaper rebuttal. - Sapa-AFP 
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In this piece, we do not see mention of the colorblind new democracy and little focus is 

given to the improvements to the racial divide in post-apartheid times.  The article sets up the 

political view of Soweto clearly with adjectives such as “bloodiest” and an active sentence 

construction placing the police squarely in the instigator role in the conflict.  A crucial topic is 

also addressed in this article regarding the necessity of a formal apology from white to black 

South Africans.  In order to introduce this decidedly sensitive issue, black South African leaders 

such as Bishop Tutu and the son of Stephen Biko are referenced.  The choice to lead the article 

with these public figures representing the struggles of black South Africans to end apartheid 

makes an unmistakable impression on readers.  The author seeks to unpack the portrayal of 

repaired relationships among races in South Africa and questions the progress toward equality 

and unity made in the 30 years following Soweto.  Interestingly, when the author focuses upon 

white guilt and apology alongside the reaction of black community leaders, an image of a 

decidedly racially divided South African citizenry results.  This is politically controversial and 

arguably raises the question of an endangered future to the current peaceful state of South 

African race relations. 

 An Afrikaner voice carries the brunt of the non-reconciliation message.  Identified as an 

ANC member of Parliament, Niehaus’ statements in reaction to Youth Day discourse are offered 

as initially generalized: "We don't deal with it properly.  We seem to want to forget too quickly 

the damages of apartheid that have been inflicted."  He goes on to comment in greater detail, 

saying, "The 30th anniversary is an opportunity to go back to the white community and say 'A 

large number of young people were shot and killed for no other reason than for the fact that they 

did not want to live in a society where they were second-class citizens’”.  This more liberal 
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viewpoint is contrasted to an anonymous summary of the “I/My grandparents didn’t own slaves” 

trope commonly found in racist discourse in the United States.  The rhetoric in this passage 

intensifies this rhetorical strategy as not only do these South Africans not feel as if they are 

responsible for the atrocities of apartheid, but a sense of victimhood is also inculcated with 

Afrikaners represented as targeted in a misplacement of blame by the ruling, black political 

party: “Many whites maintain that they…are being made scapegoats for the ANC government’s 

shortcomings in its drive to combat poverty.”  The article then vacillates between this need for 

sincere apology and the great distances whites have come to reach their current status with 

regards to race.  The quotation of De Klerk in the closing sentence illustrates this bifurcation 

well.  He says, “It required considerable courage…to overcome their reasonable fears and put 

their trust in their erstwhile enemies.”  The specter of violence and land redistribution is implicit 

in this statement and serves to reward the white population as empathetic and inclusive for its 

coping with this perceived threat.  However, the choice of euphemisms such as erstwhile 

enemies exposes the metamessage behind this rhetorical device.  De Klerk asserts that whites in 

South Africa have opened themselves to reconsidering the racial question in spite of the fears 

that he deems “reasonable”.  I wonder as I read this about the fears that black South Africans 

must feel in the presence of whites in a post-apartheid era. The rhetoric surrounding apology in 

this piece evidences this state of reparations between the two racially distinctive groups. 

 

 



122 
 

 The Sowetan:  Listening in on victim discourse 

Another prevalent theme that does not fit into either of the two descriptive genres 

established earlier is showcased in the following article.  It is investigative in that it seeks to 

discover a “true” representation of how young people are celebrating Youth Day today in 

comparison with the gravity of the events that spurned the need for commemoration.  It also has 

a historical element as it compares today’s youth celebration to the students in 1976 and their 

intensive struggle.  It is unique, however, in its subjective quality allowing the author to 

pronounce disdainful judgment upon the post-apartheid generation for their lack of somberness 

on the occasion and charge the youth with a general lack of knowledge and misunderstanding of 

the significance of Youth Day. 

Initially, I thought this theme to be relegated to the opinions page of the daily 

newspapers; however, I began to find examples of similar themes in feature articles as well.  The 

text given below appeared in the online edition of the Sowetan newspaper and was posted in a 

wide variety of blogs and discussion boards thereafter.  The Sowetan is primarily distributed in 

Johannesburg and is described in the press section of a South African government information 

website as “aimed at an English-literate black readership”.  Initially distributed as a weekly free 

broadsheet in Soweto, the paper was transformed into a daily in 1981 to fill the void left by the 

Post, which was de-registered by the apartheid government.  In 2009, it was reported to have a 

daily readership of 1.54 million (www.southafrica.info).  The discourse surrounding Youth Day 

differs significantly from white to black target audiences as shown in the following news feature.   
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FIGURE 12:  June 16th ‘an excuse to go drinking’.  Source:  Chanda, A. (2006, June 13). June 16 
‘an excuse to go drinking’.  The Sowetan.  Retrieved from www.sowetan.co.za. 
   

 
June 16 'an excuse to go drinking' 

ABHIK KUMAR CHANDA  | SOWETO, SOUTH AFRICA - Jun 13 2006 09:22  

South Africa this week marks the 30th anniversary of a watershed in its anti-apartheid struggle when hundreds of children in Soweto 

protesting the forced teaching of Afrikaans died in a brutal police crackdown.  

The June 16 youth protest began in the black township of Soweto, spreading like wildfire across the country and marking a turning point in 

the liberation movement. 

The world was horrified by the brutal face of apartheid when police fired teargas and bullets, killing about 23 people in Soweto alone on the 

first day, according to conservative police estimates of the time. 

A total of 575 people had died across the country by February 1977 as per police records. But independent estimates are much higher. 

The tragedy was captured in a photograph by Peter Magubane: 12-year-old school boy Hector Peterson dying in the arms of a friend after 

being struck down by a police bullet. 

The brutal police response provided a jolt to foreign governments who tightened sanctions on the white regime in South Africa and 

radicalised a generation of anti-apartheid activists. 

Thirty years on, many veterans of the so-called "Class of 76" say the significance of the Soweto uprisings does not fully resonate with today's 

youth born in a free country. 

"It was a world first -- throughout history one has had noteworthy movements by university students and collegiates but this was a protest by 

primary, junior and high school children," said Ali Hlongwane, curator of Soweto's Hector Peterson Memorial Museum. 

"But a section of the current generation sees it as just a mere public holiday: an excuse to go to [a] festival, to go drinking and to have 

braais," said Hlongwane, who was 11 when he took part in the protest marches. 

Hlongwane also lamented that the day was largely ignored. "It just shows that the so-called 'Rainbow Nation' hasn't concretised," he said. 

Hector Peterson's sister, who was at his side when he was shot, also said that many youths did not fully grasp the significance of the day 

"The children of today don't understand the day fully. It was a turnng point for all South Africans ... it gave us a free country," Antoinette 

Sithole said. 

Sithole (69) said she had learnt to deal with her personal demons. 

"I remember each and every thing that happened that day. I used to feel bitter but I now don't ... I have long forgiven although I have not 

forgotten. 

The uprising was also linked to the poor education system in Soweto and other black areas and schools -- in 1975 the government was 

spending R644 on a white child's education a year but a paltry R42 for a black child. 

Somolzi Selane, another June 16 stalwart, said despite the poor level of education, students of that time were far more politically conscious. 

"Now in schools there is the gun culture and unruliness," said the 51-year-old. "The condition of Soweto schools today is not that happy." 

Many of the June 16 participants went into exile to join the then-banned African National Congress and helped rejuvenate the movement, 

which culminated in the demise of apartheid in 1994. 

Although Soweto has come a long way from being an ordinary "dormitory" township housing essentially black miners separated from their 

families, many feel the changes are purely cosmetic. 

A plush new shopping mall is being built, a luxury hotel is under construction and many have renovated their once-basic homes, but the 

sprawling township of at least 1,5-million does not have an auditorium. 

Although there are plans to build one it comes way too late for some like Soweto actor and director David Phetoe. 

"Soweto was built to be a labour camp and culturally we seem to be the same as a labour camp," Phetoe (71) said in a recent newspaper 

interview.President Thabo Mbeki will head the official 30th anniversary celebrations at a rally on Friday in Soweto following a march by 

school students. - AFP  



124 
 

 While the content and theme of this article certainly could be classified as historical, and 

it investigates the current situation in relation to the past traumatic event of Soweto, there is 

something distinctive about its central message.  In this article the central focus is on the political 

apathy and a perceived general callousness that “Mandela’s children” exhibit in their 

commemoration of Youth Day.  The tone is directly judgmental and raises the question of how 

the ANC party can move forward to continue reform if the new generation of black South 

Africans know little about the significance of struggle sites such as Soweto.  Upon considering 

the target readership of the publication, it strikes me that I am listening to an internal cultural 

dialogue.  The older generation calls on the younger one to become politically and socially aware 

of the racial history of South Africa.  Why is there such a need for this call?  Perhaps, the 

frequency of feel good stories in the press, coupled with the passage of time has created a new 

generation who don’t feel it fashionable, positive or even necessary to reconnect with a past so 

fraught with division and atrocity. 

 The article achieves its emotive affect through the use of recognizable voices from the 

Soweto narrative.  Antoinette Sithole, sister of Hector Pieterson, is featured as she criticizes the 

way in which Soweto 1976 is commemorated.  She notes that many young people fail to 

comprehend the significance of Youth Day.  The author introduces readers to Antoniette and 

provides the following telling description:  “Sithole said she has learnt to deal with her personal 

demons”.  The idea that a collective trauma such as the Soweto Uprisings can be transformed 

into a “personal demon” creates an intriguing premise that may be helpful in unpacking the 

pressure on young South Africans to move on and forget about the past.  Anyone reading the 

article will consider Sithole to be one of the primary participants in the riots, based partially on 

the Nzima photograph, and also perhaps based upon her current work at the museum erected in 
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her brother’s name.  However, the author implies that she has struggled not only publicly, but 

also internally, and manages to reintegrate into the new South Africa only upon active 

management of her “personal demons”.   

Another recognizable figure also connected to the Pieterson memorial and museum is its 

curator, Ali Hlongwane.  In his professional/official role he is charged with the responsibility of 

disseminating information about the significance of Soweto and Youth Day.  In this article, 

however, we see that he does not feel that such efforts are successfully bridging the racial divide 

and building a new unified South African identity.  Instead he argues that, “It just shows that the 

so-called “Rainbow Nation” hasn't concretised," His use of the adjective “so-called” implies his 

attitude toward the nonracial identity concept of the Rainbow Nation and perhaps indicates his 

political leaning concerning dissatisfaction with the progress made toward integration and 

nation-building in the post-apartheid era.  The use of the verb form “concretised” is intriguing in 

that it implies a hardening or physical realization of an inclusive process.  It carries the 

connotation of impermanence and directly counters the notion that a fundamental change has 

occurred in post-apartheid South Africa.  The article also points to Hlongwane’s role as a young 

protester (eleven years of age) and lends credibility to his rather scathing indictment of youth 

today who see Youth Day as just another holiday to take time off and party.  These first person 

voices are noticeably diminished in the discourse surrounding Youth Day found in The Cape 

Times, The Mail and Guardian, and The Sunday Times. 

 While issuing its particular political and more socially conscious challenge to the young 

people, the article also includes reference to improvements in the lives of black South Africans.  

Interestingly, the author lights upon the lack of an auditorium alongside new developments such 

as shopping malls and improved home dwellings for many black South African residents.  The 
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persistent need for authors to acknowledge and concede the progress made since the apartheid 

indicates the ongoing process of reconstruction of the public’s memory.  The trauma of apartheid 

remains fresh, and thus participants in this collective South African identity need frequent 

recognition, recall, and remembrance of the accomplishments achieved since the departure from 

racially motivated governance. 
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 Expectations:  Headline formation and reader’s mental models 

In his groundbreaking work on racism in the press, van Dijk (1988) showcased the 

importance of the grammatical construct of agency in reader perception and retention of key 

facts.  News headlines are the window into the worldview that the article will present and 

ultimately serve as the hook that lures the reader to engage with the text in a more meaningful 

way that simply skimming the title.  It is the skeletal framework of the article content and readers 

rely on these headlines to give them the gist of the feature that will follow.  

 Previous sections of this chapter examined in some comparative detail the content and 

thematic focus of four articles covering the commemoration of the Soweto Uprisings.  In this 

section of the analysis the same articles will be used in textual analysis examining the headline 

formation and its significance in reader perceptions. Specifically focusing upon the political 

realm, Teun van Dijk (1999) outlines six primary steps in analyzing discourse. He places the 

headline midway in this list, but finds that in most cases it is the headlines that carry the most 

salient significance in registering in the reader’s mental model on a theme.  

  The headlines of the chosen articles have been examined as a means of categorization, 

but do they not entail the primary hook that readers first encounter when glancing at a 

newspaper?  While the idealized reader (O’ Halloran 2004) will not examine them in the detail 

that one engaging in CDS will, the illocutionary effect of the headline functions to persuade, or 

not dissuade, the reader to engage the topic from the author’s perspective.  

 In the example of the headline, “June 16 ‘an excuse to go drinking’” that appeared in The 

Sowetan, readers are hit with the premise squarely and the author accepts the risk that those that 

do not share this disappointment with Youth Day festivities will probably not engage the text.  It 
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also implicitly appeals to readers who hold the commemoration of June 16th in reverence and 

share the author’s perception that it should not become a drunken festival. 

“Soweto’s field of dreams” from the The Mail and Guardian investigates current day 

Soweto and hints at this potential in the headline.  Readers want to know about those dreams and 

whether or not they have been realized in post-apartheid Soweto 30 years to that fateful day.  

This headline peaks curiosity and leaves readers to examine the assembled observations in light 

of the dreams of the student protestors who died in 1976. 

 In contrast, “Just how far have we come since June 16 1976?”,  which also appeared in 

The Mail and Guardian, teases the reader to arrive at a conclusion with the author as she 

explores the history of the holiday and commemorations of it in 2006.   We feel that she is going 

to take a critical stance on the progress due to the lexical choice “just” preceding the question.  

Selection of the inclusive pronoun “we” indicates an appeal to those who want to see a 

unification happen for the citizenry of South Africa, but perhaps they are just not sure where they 

fit into this identity.  Now only do readers question the progress of the nation post-apartheid, but 

one can imagine that any reader would also reflect upon their own personal achievements and 

setback over the 30 year span. 

Finally, the headline appearing in The Sunday Times, “New generation ignores race but 

worships money:  Who needs politics when you’re wearing the right brands?”, effusively heralds 

the Rainbow Nation at the expense of politically minded activist youth.  The choice of the verb 

“ignore” portrays a complete lack of regard for the banal distinctions of race and is juxtaposed 

neatly to the religious fervor of the church of consumerism that now garners all of the energies 

and attention of South African youth.  The old South African generation is characterized as 

overtly politicized and over concerned with issues of race.  The implication that consumerism 
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levels socioeconomic disparities and heals traumatic wounds between young South African 

citizens permeates this article.   

These headlines capture the performance of identities contending for dominance in the 

new South African colorblind narrative.  Identity performance is closely linked to the enterprise 

of nation building, and in some instances, nationalism.  The changes accompanying the end of 

the apartheid regime called for intensive reconstruction of the South African national identity.  

National symbols play an integral role in this process.  The creation of a new flag and a new 

anthem are two concrete examples of this.  Attention to Black South African cultural symbols 

clearly influenced both of these changes.  The national anthem includes verses sung in the native 

languages of Xhosa, Zulu and Sesotho, a verse in Afrikaans, and one in English.  It represents a 

departure from the desire to be unified in sameness and celebrates the diversity of linguistic 

variety available to post-apartheid South Africans.  Symbolism utilized in the flag is directly 

drawn from indigenous culture.   

The campaign to market tourism and export goods, “Proudly South Africa”, is also 

illustrative of a changing performance in what it means to inhabit the identity of a South African 

in the post-apartheid era.  A previous association with shame and lack of pride in being South 

African is a connotation of the marketing campaign.  The specter of the past atrocities that the 

international community might reference when contemplating business with or travel to South 

Africa is muted in the focus upon the new era of unification and respect for the cultural heritage 

of post-apartheid South Africa.  The government entities of South Africa have a direct stake in 

recreating a new, nonracial, democratic identity.   

In their examination of travel advertising and marketing, Witz, Rassool, and Minkley 

(2001) unearth the industry of tourism in South Africa that is being built upon the reification of 
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key sites of the struggle.  Sites such as District Six and Robben Island require significant 

retooling of the collective imagination in order to shift the remembrance from the traumatic 

events that occurred in the location to a celebration of the achievements wrought by sacrifice and 

the liberation struggle.  Examples of this particular type of national identity reconstruction have 

only proliferated since their initial study.  For example, the 2006 opening of a museum and 

memorial to Hector Pieterson exhibits the growth in this sector of the South African tourism 

industry.  
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Discussion  

In his work entitled Unfrozen Ground: South Africa’s Contested Spaces, Ramutsindela 

(2001) examines the process of building a national identity in the New South Africa.  He argues 

that South African governments have “manipulated the identities of the different population 

groups” (p. 24), and failed to create a cohesive nation as a result.  His work also emphasizes the 

great socioeconomic divide that necessarily complicates the transition from the racial 

categorizations of apartheid to a national identity without racially indicated identity groups.  He 

writes, “…socioeconomic conditions in South Africa run parallel to the question of race, hence 

attempts to address the legacy of apartheid are bound to impinge upon the race question” (p. 33).   

Why then do the media create texts on the commemoration of Youth Day that ignore this 

fundamental economic gap that remains highly indicative of racial identity?  The answer may be 

found in attempts to construct a white counter-narrative as a reaction to the popularity of the idea 

that non-racist equates with nonracial.  The ideology behind the erasure of racial categories 

solidly advances the agenda of retention of white South African privilege.  This may at first 

glance appear counterintuitive, but if rhetorical strategies underlying the construction of these 

narratives are examined a pattern of the usage of certain distinctive tropes emerges.  

The trope of colorblindness in post-apartheid media pervades the majority of articles 

written in conjunction with the Soweto Uprisings and is typically cast in conjunction with 

messages of hope for a brighter future.  Frequently, this hope is mirrored in the depiction of 

youth.  Young South Africans are the subject of much reflection and criticism in the media and 

the fundamental trait described in this population is colorblindness.  Why should it be desirable 

that an entire generation of South Africans ignores the impact that race and racism have had in 

the building of the South African nation?  This is, of course, not a position that black South 
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African leaders voice and editorials reflect a concern with a loss to the collective memory of 

South African youth.  The youth are described as the “born frees” who lack the drive, ambition, 

and commitment of the preceding generation or the “class of ‘76’’.  Colorblindness is the 

rhetorical tool that allows overt racial segregation and political disinterest to mask itself as the 

enlightenment of young South Africans. 

Baines (2007) notes this characterization of post-apartheid youth and claims that this 

intergenerational dispute “mars” the commemoration of Youth Day.  He describes the content of 

features on the thirtieth anniversary as follows:   

A slew of press articles appeared that cited veterans of the anti-apartheid struggle 

criticizing youths—especially white youths—for their lack of appreciation of the 

historical significance of June 16.  Some called for youths to be educated about 

the importance of the day and contended that the “Class of 76”, despite their poor 

level of education, was far more politically conscious than the “born frees”.  (p. 

283)  

The ANC leaders openly admit to framing the commemoration of the events at Soweto as a 

political event in order to garner support and foster political activism in younger South African 

citizens.  The intent implies a hope for continued reform that requires the participation and 

investment of new participants.  While it is not unusual for elders in a society to label youth as 

apathetic and in need of direction, the brief time in which these events have unfolded in South 

African history makes the work of nation building, or rather rebuilding, following the trauma of 

apartheid particularly complex.  Many of the ANC elders voice concern that a lack of interest in 

or knowledge about the atrocities committed against black South Africans will have a disastrous 

impact on the future of the new democracy.  This raises the question of the ownership and 
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validity of the dominant cultural narrative surrounding the events of Soweto.  Do white South 

Africans have a vested interest in the creation and maintenance of a colorblind South African 

identity? 

While it would be impossible to prove or disprove the intentionality underlying the new 

South African rhetoric advanced by the press, a discussion of the possible motivations and 

resulting implications is useful to consider.  Foster and Steyn (2007) employ theoretical 

perspectives commonly found in critical whiteness studies in their work.  The intersections of 

race and socioeconomic class represent a significant theme in their study.  The authors 

summarize the impact of this reconstruction of South African identity as follows: “In other 

words, the signifier ‘The New South Africa’ itself has become a trope over which battles of 

representation are fought and through which interests are contested” (p. 26).  Foster and Steyn 

also cite recent research involving a school in Durban, South Africa in which students reported 

that their racial identities remain the most important form of social division in South Africa.  

Despite clear evidence to the contrary, the perpetuation of the myth of interracial harmony and 

unity in the new South Africa persists in a majority of media coverage.  A great deal stands to be 

gained in terms of both financial and political capital if a non-racial South African identity finds 

widespread acceptance and support.   

The narration of a history fraught with violence and oppression inherently involves 

conflict.  It is a national conversation that can involve conflict over who tells the story, how it is 

told, and what that narration means for the future and the identity of the people who are at least 

attempting to move forward as a collective entity.  Hall (1996) proposes a framework for 

examining the construction of national identity in which several strategies are evident in the 

national discourse.  In this model, he emphasizes the impact of a cultural narrative. In fact, he 



134 
 

claims that,  “A national culture is a discourse.”  He continues, “National cultures construct 

identities by producing meanings about ‘the nation’ with which we can identify;  these are 

contained in the stories which are told about it, memories which connect its present with its past, 

and imagine a future which is constructed of it” (p. 613).  The narrative of the Soweto Uprisings 

has become an integral part of the liberation narrative in the new South African identity. 
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CHAPTER 6:  DATA ANALYSIS-MICROSTRUCTURE 

Lexicon:  Rebellion, revolt, uprising, or revolution? 

 This question occurred to me long after beginning a linguistic analysis of the textual 

features of several articles.  Perhaps what to call the events that unfolded June 16, 1976 appears a 

somewhat obvious distinction; however, it is a salient point of difference and disagreement 

among historians, educators, and journalists.  In his work entitled, Year of Fire, Year of Ash, 

historian Baruch Hirson heralds his position on the issue in his subtitle, “The Soweto Revolt:  

roots of a revolution?”.  While unapologetic, Hirson (1979) does feel the need to justify his 

descriptive words of choice.  In his foreword he writes, “Finally it must be said that this book is 

by no means impartial.  To write a book about South Africa, and in particular, a book about the 

Revolt of the 1970’s, demands that the author take sides.  That, indeed, is not difficult.  There 

can be no doubt about the justice of the demands that lay behind the Revolt” (p. 2).  Clearly, the 

author wants to evoke the just action that the word choice revolt produces.  It is also noteworthy 

that he chooses to capitalize ‘Revolt’, indicating its importance and uniqueness as carried in the 

proper noun distinction.   

 I consider the denotation of the word “revolt” to be one of people standing up against 

dominant forces or, as the standard American dictionary defines it, “1. To break away from or 

rise against constituted authority, as by open rebellion” and “2. An expression or movement of 

spirited protest or dissent” (Webster’s Unabridged, 1996).  There is a frequently referenced 

connotation in which an element or characteristic of the dominant ruling class is assumed to be 

oppressive to those engaged in revolt.  The Cambridge dictionary highlights this struggle with 

authority and incorporates a reference to violence, as it equates the verb form to the synonym, 

“fight” (www.dictionary.cambridge.org). 
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 Rebellion is often used in defining a revolt and the connections between revolt and 

revolution are close.  When a revolt or rebellion is successful, a revolution follows.  As 

historians have recorded the events of apartheid and the changes to a democratic New South 

Africa, the importance of word choice becomes particularly salient and politically charged.   

Hirson’s work examines the events of Soweto and questions whether or not they could be labeled 

as the true beginnings of the revolutionary movement that would permanently change South 

African national identity.  When we examine the connotations and denotations of the words 

revolution and rebellion we encounter complex nuances concerning change, political power and 

violence.  The Cambridge online dictionary defines rebellion as follows:   

1. Refusal to accept some authority or convention.  2.  Organized opposition to 
authority;  

2. A conflict in which one faction tries to wrest control from another group 
3.  Group action in opposition to those in power. (www.dictionary.cambridge.org) 

 
When we encounter “repudiate”, a sense of shame, denial or distancing from something is 

connoted.  This would certainly be a fitting term to describe many South Africans’ reaction and 

later the global audience’s response to the events of Soweto.  The image of Hector Pieterson as a 

young innocent victim necessitated a response repudiating the apartheid regime.   Was it as 

Hirson and others suggest the causal spark of the revolutionary fire? 

 Many South African historians argue that the influence of the Black Consciousness 

Movement and SASO in bringing about change can be overshadowed in a narrative privileging 

the ultimate sacrifice of the students at Soweto.  In fact, Pieterson’s own family has shirked from 

the weight of international attention and iconization of Hector as a freedom fighter.  His sister 

has also remarked that he was there because he was quite young and very curious, not 

necessarily that he fully embraced the students’ cause.  Regardless of the intentionality behind 

the young boy’s presence at the demonstration, his image in the photo taken by Sam Nzima 
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became the snapshot poster, if you will, against the evils of apartheid.  Any liberation narrative 

in modern South Africa will include the students at Soweto, and Hector Pieterson is frequently 

memorialized in South African museums and tributes throughout the country.  The argument 

concerning the impact and historical ramifications of the events at Soweto is beyond the scope of 

this dissertation.  I include this information only as a brief framing of the debate amongst 

historians and journalists as background to examining the news articles that appeared on the 30th 

commemoration of the Soweto Uprisings. 

 In continued examination of the terminology used to reference the events of June 16, 

1976, we must consider why the more common reference is “Soweto Uprisings”?  Is this choice 

simply a softening of the harder revolutionary edges of “revolt” when examining troubling 

historical events, or does the choice indicate a lack of agreement as to the impact of the killings 

in the broader movement toward the demise of apartheid policies and government?  An uprising 

is defined in the Cambridge dictionary as 1. Organized opposition to authority,  and 2. A conflict 

in which one faction tries to wrest control from another. . 

 Durrheim’s (1997) analysis of specific quotations addressing the peace movement in 

news texts highlights identity formation in relation to an emergent South African nationalism.  In 

his study of South African media discourse surrounding the relative values of “peace” and 

“violence”, he examines the construction of a false binary opposition between the two terms in 

several prominent newspapers.  Focusing on texts created in 1994, immediately following the 

end of apartheid, Durrheim questions the construction of hegemonic practices based upon the 

news media and individuals’ usage of the relationship between peace and violence.  He argues, 

“Overtly, peace and violence appear as an antonymic couplet.  The peace movement emerges as 

a good force in opposition to one that is violent.  Indeed ‘peace’ is used in a manner to imply that 
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violence may be quelled by magnifying the force of peace” (p. 31). This reduction to a binary 

opposition is a rhetorical tool that creates subtle, yet substantial, influence upon reader’s 

perception of historical and current events.  Whether one is engaging in activism, advocacy, 

peaceful protest, or treason is a matter of nuanced perception and is entirely relative to the policy 

agenda of the political hierarchies in place at any given time. 

To apply this logic to colorblind rhetoric, we need only to query ourselves to formulate 

the binary opposition to the term.  Blind denotes a physical manifestation of loss of sight.  The 

connotations often focus upon this sense of loss.  Following this definition to a premise, we can 

formulate the opposition of colorblind and “colorsight”.  In the absence of colorblindness as a 

guiding principle for interactions amongst South Africans of varying racial background, are we 

then left to imply a colorsightedness exists? And if so, to see colors denotes an enhancement of 

vision, typically interpreted as an improvement over the condition causing the deficit in the 

aesthetic dimension.  In the physical realm, the majority of people enjoy sight including this 

dimension of color.  The absence of it is a marked condition.  Colorblindness as an unmarked, 

additive quality works counter-intuitively to this logic. 

The importance of individual and ingroup identities is evident both in ethnographic 

observations of social interaction and in the production of dominant/subordinate narratives in 

South African news media.  The space in which these narratives are performed, reported, and 

discussed is another relational dimension of analysis that has been examined in the South African 

context.   Dixon (1997) examines news articles addressing the “squatter crisis” in the early 

1990s, in which a “squatter” community of black South Africans moves closer to a 

predominantly white area near Cape Town.  He asserts that the geographic space that was 

disputed can be viewed as a component of racial identity and self-representation.  Dixon writes,  
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This racialization of space lays the foundations for racism proper.  Difference 

 frequently tips over into a hierarchy that elevates the evolution of a particular 

 group within its particular environment.  Geographic discourse then provides one 

 medium for the reproduction of racial inequality.  What is significant from a 

 psychological viewpoint is that such discourse implicates subjectivity, for the 

 texts of identity and the texts of space are mutually constitutive.  (pp. 19-20)     

 In his final analysis, Dixon suggests that we reevaluate the ways in which racial categories are 

analyzed: “If instead we view racial categories as narratives, then we can problematize the 

conditions of their genesis and transformation”  (p. 28).  Spaces surrounding Youth Day in post-

apartheid South Africa present an opportunity for understanding the relevance of historical 

events and first person narration of those events in the shaping of racial categories and 

interrelationships. 
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Collocations of “youth”:  South Africa’s liminal stage 

Certainly, the last decade is a period of transition and transformation for the national 

identity of all South Africans and could be equated to a liminal period in the life cycle of the 

democratic or New South African national identity.  Frequently, analysts discuss the young 

democracy in these terms, using metaphors alluding to the journey from childhood to adulthood 

to frame the shifts within the political and social culture.  News articles also anthropomorphize 

the South African transition to democracy.  For example, one article includes a quotation from 

Nkosinathi Biko, son of Steve Biko, in which community leaders qualify the 30th anniversary as 

“well beyond the honeymoon period” (Landry, 2006).  While the honeymoon itself can be cast as 

a rite of passage, it is the romantic attribute of this analogy that intrigues and leads the reader to 

question the state of the union.  The voice of the descendant of one of the movement’s most 

influential and beloved martyrs indexes the unresolved aspect of the relationship between black 

and white South Africans. 

Within this macrocosm of national identity development, a focus upon the adolescent 

population allows for a redefining of racial relations and categorization in a group of individuals 

who have not experienced firsthand the traumatic events that occurred during the apartheid 

regime.  How can media portray the atrocities of the past without negatively impacting the 

formation of a new colorblind South African identity?  This is particularly challenging when 

approaching the liminality of an adolescent population whose background knowledge, or lack 

thereof, presents a form of clean slate upon which the new cultural narrative can be written.  

Elders who remember and have survived the atrocities of apartheid frequently express concern 

about the disastrous effect that ignoring and minimizing this brutal chapter of South African 

history may have on the future of a nonracial South Africa. 
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South African news media relies heavily upon cross-cultural capacity and forgetting in 

the post-trauma collective memory when targeting the youth of South Africa.  Many of the news 

features highlight the shared cultural characteristics of the new South African identity through 

the vehicle of consumerism. “Crossing” (Rampton 1999) in this context is popular, urban, and 

international.  The idea that consumerism is a shared value of the dominant cultural narrative in 

post-apartheid South Africa is easily reinforced in marketing and advertising both on local and 

global levels which are increasingly geared toward this age demographic. 

 This study presents an interesting contrast to the multicultural rhetoric evidenced in the 

construction of South African identity.  Instead of fostering the interest of young white South 

Africans to pick up words, phrases, or stylistic registers from Xhosa speech, the crossing is 

unidirectional with black South Africans transforming and assimilating during the liminal stage 

in order to gain access to the culture of middle class consumerism. The differentiation between 

“crossing”, assimilating specific characteristics in order to join a group, and “passing”, 

deemphasizing specific characteristics in order to be marginally accepted into a group, is 

ontologically grounded and characterizes the chasm between the two contexts. 

Rampton (1999) also examines interactional discourse of youth and the significance of 

national identity in young citizen’s identity construction.  Rampton begins this article with an 

overview of the conceptualization of youth and liminal stages in late modernity and summarizes 

a change in youth perceptions concerning the importance of nationhood.  He writes,  

Indeed, whether they reject or embrace them with virulence, exclusive, and 

 hierarchic discourses of nation now no longer seem to be taken for granted among 

 youth; ethnicity has been denaturalized/destabilized; and consumption and 

 cultural bricolage have become primary means for identity construction. (p. 357)    
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Repertoires available to youth in these liminal stages of identity construction are not 

homogenous, but it would appear that global trends are emerging in line with this description.  

Youth prefer to self-identify with high consumer status and savvy than the often controversial 

and complicated national histories represented by national affiliation and pride. The “Proudly 

South African” campaign illustrates the governmental role in this association.  Key exports such 

as minerals, wine, and indigenous crafts are marketed as indicators of loyalty to the new South 

Africa.  Nation building in this sense has been commodified in stark contrast to a focus on the 

democratic constitution or liberation struggle, which requires a great deal more reconstructive 

and reconciliatory effort. 

The most frequently occurring phrases and collocations related to youth in South African 

news articles indicate generational difference.  Participants in the Soweto Uprising and the 

student movements responsible for the demise of apartheid are often referred to as the “Class of 

’76”.  The collocation is an intriguing one that connotes a sense of frivolity through the 

implicature associated with a group of successful graduates.  It is a collocation, however, used 

with reverence and solemnity, in most cases.  Many members of the group sacrificed their lives 

in the struggle against apartheid and hence ironically are symbolically included in a graduating 

class.  While this dissertation borrows the phrase “Mandela’s children” to indicate young South 

Africans born 1994 or later, the news articles examined more frequently use the collocation, 

“born-frees”. 
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Ingroup/Outgroup:  The speech act of apology following trauma 

Gibson (2006) studies ingroup/outgroup perceptions in post-apartheid South Africa and 

concludes that there is not a strong correlation between ingroup identification and outgroup 

intolerance.  His results, however, do illustrate a positive correlation with increased ingroup 

identification and identification with South African identity.  He argues that while his results 

certainly appear counterintuitive given the South African historical setting, it lends great 

credence to the hypothesis that strong ingroup identity does not naturally result in intergroup 

conflict.  He describes that “best case” quality of the South African context as follows: 

Further apartheid gave ideological, (pseudo) scientific and religious justifications for 

intergroup difference and hierarchy, encouraging and legitimizing ingroup identification 

and outgroup vilification.  One would expect, consequently, that an important legacy of 

apartheid is strong ingroup identities among South Africans, coupled with ample 

intergroup animosity, prejudice, and intolerance. (p. 667)                          

The study surveys a random sample of 3,727 South Africans. Participants are categorized into 

racial descriptions including: Asian, black, coloured, and white.  For this particular study, Gibson 

only examines the black and white respondents and he constructs Likert scales and various 

questionnaire designed to elicit responses on themes of South African identity, racial group 

identity, racial tolerance, and political intolerance.  He interprets the findings to support a strong 

identification with South African national identity; however, he finds the results less clear in 

terms of political intolerance.  He uses his background knowledge of the historical context to 

hypothesize a possible explanation. 

The first clue to understanding these findings might be that strong ingroup identities do 

not impede the development of a national identity.  Perhaps this over-arching superordinate 
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group identity has been crucial in neutralizing the intolerant consequences of group attachments.  

South Africa constituted as a “Rainbow Nation” allows people to maintain their group feelings 

while simultaneously sharing a national identity (Gibson, p. 695).  The Rainbow Nation rhetoric 

is instrumental in the insertion of a broader group categorization to which all South Africans can 

belong and, according to Gibson, this mitigates the effect of the outgroup intolerance in the post-

apartheid context.  

  While Gibson’s study points to the effectiveness of the “Rainbow Nation” rhetoric, 

other research shows the continuation of racial stratification and self-segregation in many 

provinces.  Cornelissen and Horstmeier (2002) use 45-minute interviews to elicit respondents’ 

conceptualization of identity in the Western Cape Province. Their core questions involved 

whether or not a Western Cape identity existed, the nature of it and how and by whom it is 

performed.  In their discussion, they differentiate between nation building that is initiated from 

above and that which emanates from below.  The authors describe the endeavor from above as, 

“The process of nation-building embarked upon by the ANC is one of the legitimizing elements 

of the newly created political institutions.  It is also a process whereby a common national 

identity linked to the South African state is sought” (p. 56).   Two groups are created in this 

study to signify the flow of identity formation from “above” (prominent political and journalistic 

figures) and “below” (local residents).   It is interesting to note that the more socially prominent 

group receives the label “opinion makers”.  In their interpretation of this data, a strong link to 

local communities for identity formation remains in this region and there is little corroborating 

evidence to illustrate the successful inculcation of a South African national identity to override 

these more immediate identifying groups.  Conversely, the more politically prominent group not 

only sees the subservience of the Western Cape identity to the South African national one, but is 
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also intrigued as to the role that they as individuals might play in shaping it.  Cornelissen and 

Horstmeier conclude that the new nonracial constructs of national identity are not necessarily 

replacing the old, glaringly racial ones, and they question how this may negatively impact the 

desired mitigation of apartheid-era racial division. 

As the data examined in this chapter illustrate, the path to a homogenous national identity 

is inherently complex and frequently delineated within the spatial and linguistic boundaries of 

local communities.  In the case of South African media, the “official” or accepted perspective of 

the dominant narrative is indicative of the relative status of the black and white communities 

represented in the news coverage of their interactions and negotiations of workplace, school, and 

community spaces.  Each individual citizen of a collective creates multiple representations of self 

when interacting with other members of their surrounding environment.  Speech communities 

are a common term used to describe these social spheres and communities to which individuals 

seek belonging, membership, and acceptance.  When the native speech community differs 

significantly from the desired new speech community, individuals make a choice as to whether 

or not they wish to acquire and conform to the sociolinguistic competence and literacies of these 

dominant speech communities.   

In addition to assumed grammatical or linguistic knowledge, Gumperz (1982) also 

mentions the importance of the background knowledge of the participants, the setting, and the 

relationships regarding status/power, the attitudes of participants towards one another and the 

social values attached to the message itself.  Building further on the relationships and roles of 

power existing among participants in any speech act, Brown and Levinson’s (1987) work on 

politeness illustrates the presentation of self through the concept of face work consisting of both 

face-saving and face-threatening acts.  Thus, the tie between language and identity has been well 
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substantiated in an individual’s own native linguistic communities.  The difficulties inherent in 

engaging in any “successful” interpersonal linguistic interaction bear testament to the flexibility 

of these interwoven identities and representations of self.  It is at this juncture that the role of 

power relationships among and within speech communities becomes evident.   

What more contested ground within a shared speech community could be evident than in 

the identity struggle involved in the collective remembrance of sites of the apartheid struggle and 

their significance in relation to a shared national identity?  Hlongwane (2008) traces the 

memorialization process from 1976 through the thirtieth anniversary in 2006 using participant 

testimony to reconstruct the evolution of the role of Youth Day in national identity formation.  

He highlights the solemn nature of early commemorations of Soweto, followed by a discussion 

of secretive commemorative events during the 1980s, including narrative testimonies of 

participants who feared police intervention and even worse fates.   

According to Hlongwane, the 1990s were marked by a resurgence of people’s 

remembrances and various monuments to Pieterson and the children of Soweto were erected 

during this time period.  This creates a dramatic contrast to the current post-apartheid 

commemoration of Youth Day.  Hlongwane presently serves as the curator of the Hector 

Pieterson museum and asserts his belief that the ANC used this formerly somber 

commemoration to rally political support for their nonracial agenda.  This meant that the 

celebration’s tone must be changed from one of somber remembrance to celebration of ANC 

post-apartheid achievements.  As one might expect, this incarnation in remembrance of the tragic 

Soweto event meets with growing opposition, particularly from the older generation of black 

South Africans who have personally witnessed the Soweto killings and other injustices.  He 

summarizes,  
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The call for dignity in remembering and commemorating the uprisings is, in 

 essence, nostalgia for the period when the memory of the uprisings was an 

 integral part of the unfolding liberation project against the system of settler 

 colonialism.  Under these circumstances, commemoration was characterized by  

dignity and symbolism. (Hlongwane, 2008, p. 158)                                        

The earlier remembrances also included direct voicing of the injustice against blacks, 

black pride, and calls to fight against the white regime.  In his conclusion, Hlongwane suggests 

that there is an opportunity missed to unite the various liberation movements such as the United 

Democratic Front (UDF), Black Consciousness Movement (BCM), and Inkatha Freedom Party 

(IFP) in the current Youth Day commemoration.  He also asserts that white South Africans now 

see this day as an “African” holiday and that Youth Day has failed in its purported mission to 

unite the youth across the color divide.   

In his work on cultural trauma, Piotr Sztompka, (in Alexander et. al., 2004) asserts that 

there may be a natural deemphasizing of reverence paid toward the traumatic event following 

passage of time. Sztompka’s work examines the cultural change following the end of 

communism in Eastern Europe; however, his proposed traumatic sequence closely mirrors the 

trajectory of the developments in the South African context (p. 170).  He outlines the following 

steps in the traumatic sequence:   

1.  Traumatogenic change (sudden, comprehensive, deep and unexpected) 

2. Disorganization of culture and accompanying cultural disorientation of actors 

3. Traumatizing situations or events, appearing as a result of traumatogenic change 

4. Traumatic conditions, expressed by a set of traumatic symptoms, mental or 

behavioral 
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5. Posttraumatice adaptations employing various strategies of coping with trauma 

6. Overcoming trauma, by consolidation of a new cultural complex.  (p. 168-169) 

In his discussion of the characteristic evidenced in post communist Eastern Europe, Sztompka 

points out that it is not uncommon that once apology and reconciliation has occurred, the 

traumatic event itself loses partial potency to evoke emotions.  An optimistic analysis would 

conclude that this could be the explanation for the perceived lack of reverence illustrated by 

young South Africans in their celebration of Youth Day.  However, Sztompka also points out 

that trauma is dynamic and these steps unfold heterogeneously as a process.  Determining what 

stage of trauma realization, negotiation, and recovery is represented in the South African context 

remains complex. 

 The article in the selected data that best addresses this act of apology is the one entitled 

“Just how far have come since June 16th, 1976” by Carol Landry.  The headline immediately 

projects a serious tone of judgment that is carried throughout the author’s examination of this 

public discourse surrounding the 30th anniversary of the Soweto Uprising.  The article then 

heralds several representative voices from both black and white communities with a focus on 

illustrating the negotiation and acceptance of an apology for apartheid.  In the article, 

Parliamentarian Carl Niehaus appeals to the white community to take greater responsibility for 

apartheid’s legacy.  Niehaus, an Afrikaner, is quoted as saying, “We don’t deal with it properly.  

We seem to want to forget too quickly the damages of apartheid that have been inflicted”  

(Landry, 2006).   

 Alexander (2004) likens the apology necessitated by collective trauma to the speech act 

conditions and principles in the early work of Austin (1962).  Alexander posits three elements of 

trauma including speaker, audience, and situation (p. 12).  He further elaborates Weber’s (1968) 
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theory of “carrier groups” in the speaker role tasked with persuading the greater audience that a 

trauma of significance has occurred.  The speaker for the carrier group uses the historical 

situation, symbols, and institutions currently in place as rhetorical tools in the construction of this 

message.  Once this speech act has been successfully completed, the stage is set for the 

construction of a new master narrative.  In the South African context, the trauma has been 

established around historical situations such as the Soweto Uprisings, and the mass media is 

participating in the construction of the new master narrative.   



150 
 

Discussion 

The South African democracy can be described as in its liminal stages and negotiation of 

memory; forgiveness and forgetting are tantamount to the discourse surrounding race and 

national identity.  The news features examined further the impact of this in-between-ness in 

national identity through a focus on the historical narratives, or dismissal of them, passed on to 

Mandela’s children.  Youth Day provides the situational context in which these disparate 

narratives attempt to find their voice and exert their role in defining what it means to be South 

African in the post-apartheid era. 

South African historian Baines (2005) writes of the New Brighton Township, which was 

a key site of resistance and bloodshed. He argues that privileging of one narrative over another, 

of public history over personal memory, has  

occluded the experience of many ordinary people. The stories of their everyday lives  

have been subsumed by the triumphalism of the liberation struggle as narratives of the  

imagined community of the nation take precedence over first-hand experiences in small- 

scale communities. As the liberation struggle becomes the dominant narrative of our 

 national history, the stories of smaller communities are subordinated to this master 

 narrative.  (p. 262)  

  The public memory of New Brighton’s past privileges the experiences of political activists over 

those of other residents.  

 In the New South African national identity, New Brighton is remembered as a “centre of 

resistance” and a “stronghold of the liberation struggle”.  How does the non-activist citizen of 

this community form their national identity in relation to this new dominant cultural narrative?  

When black South Africans living without electricity or running water in the shantytowns near 
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Khayalitsa read the Cape Times, do they see a narrative that represents their experience in the 

New South Africa?  Where do the realities of their daily struggles fit into a picture of a 

colorblind South African national identity with white, black and colored citizens granted equal 

access to material resources?  Baines (2005) emphasizes that, “In post-apartheid South Africa, 

then, we need to be wary of replicating the practice of the apartheid regime, which marginalized 

or altogether excluded the poor and oppressed from the dominant historical narratives” (p. 258).   
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CHAPTER 7:  DISCUSSIONS OF FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS  
 
Discussion of Findings 

 The position of an outsider unveils a certain set of unique obstacles and a level of 

objectivity to any research project.  When we know virtually nothing about a topic, we can 

emerge ourselves into anything and everything related to it, causing us to examine phenomenon 

less efficiently, but more holistically.  An outsider does not possess the natural affinity for the 

subject an insider might possess and hence has no real sense of how to manage, categorize and 

deconstruct the material into efficient, prearranged schemata.  This requires a research and 

discovery process that is undeniably organic and for me was painstakingly lengthy.  

 Today, I look at this dissertation and, with great frustration, realize that I know only a 

small portion of the history, reconstruction, and movement that is Youth Day in South Africa.  

Then I remind myself of what I knew when I spent the winter in Cape Town.  I could barely 

decipher news articles with the plethora of abbreviations that dominate South African media and 

history texts…ANC, BCM, CODESA, NP, SASO etc.,  and I had no idea what “lack of service 

delivery” meant.  The outsider senses that something is occurring, but has no knowledge of the 

inner workings that have implicitly rendered it so.  This does not discount the value of the 

outsider’s observations, but rather enhances it with a sense of generalized, untarnished curiosity 

that seeks to gain knowledge in order to confirm or disprove initial hypotheses.  Through this 

exploration I have learned from the ground up about the history of South Africa, its culture and 

people, and the psychological recovery from apartheid’s trauma that its citizens are engaging in 

on a daily basis.   
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FIGURE 13: How was Youth Day?  Source:  Deysel, W. (Artist). (2009, June 17). How was 
Youth Day? [Cartoon]. The Citizen. Retrieved from www.africartoons.com/cartoon/185.   
 

 

 While South Africans revel in the new constitution, many impoverished South Africans 

struggle with no electricity, water or basic services.  An uneasy aura of pride in nonviolent 

change disappointingly juxtaposed with persistently difficult economic situations pervades the 

new South Africa.  With regards to race, socioeconomic class, and power, post-apartheid South 

Africa reads much like the familiar story referenced in this cartoon.  An image such as the 

cartoon above carries frustration with country, with government, with ANC campaign promises 

and the uncaring passage of time that often serves to apatheticize a population.   

 One of my initial research questions involved the inclusion of black South Africans in the 

journalistic process.  While I see the evidence that authors and television reporters of color are 
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employed in the industry, the editors and corporate holders remain white.  The need for constant 

evaluation by an organization like MISA points to a continuation of the restrictive practices that 

filter the narratives that are covered and where they might appear within a given publication.  

The South African viewing public is intrigued by the media setting as exotic, even mysterious, in 

its essential nature.  For example, soap operas in the United States frequently center on families 

who attain wealth in fashion, investment, or other capitalist enterprises; however, in South 

Africa, there are several soap operas revolving around journalism.  My favorite one, Isidingo, is 

an example of the mass appeal of the inner workings of the press.  This fascination belies the 

unbridled nature of a press unleashed from state control, but not yet fully regulated.  

In their study of South African press stories regarding immigration and public perception, 

Danso and McDonald (2005) argue that the press has a moral responsibility to provide balanced 

coverage.  Their study points to a rise in xenophobic tendencies among South Africans and the 

correlation to media coverage which makes negative assumptions about immigrants and does 

little to critically analyze and provide reliable, current statistics.   They summarize their 

interpretation of the media’s responsibility concerning the coverage of potentially divisive or 

inflammatory topics in the following passage: 

 Xenophobia exists in the country and it would be counterproductive to ignore or 

 minimize these popular sentiments with an overly zealous, politically correct 

 editorial policy.  But the print media also have a responsibility to ensure that they 

 are not contributing unduly to the problem of xenophobia by internalizing 

 xenophobic language, uncritically reproducing anti-immigrant stories and 

 research, or giving unrestricted freedoms to xenophobic reporters and 

 commentators.  Blatantly racist editing and reportage would never be condoned in 
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 the new South Africa and neither should blatantly xenophobic editing and 

 reportage. (p. 117) 

The quotation illustrates two important points concerning the context of the South African press.  

First, the authors are taking a position that media influences are powerful and a profound sense 

of responsibility should result.  Secondly, the ending reference to the unacceptable nature of 

“blatant racist” language, editing, and reporting implies that the existence of racist practices in 

the creation of media texts was once the case in the South African press.   The new South 

African rhetoric of a colorblind society necessitates that media must be stringently policed 

against the encroachment of racist tendencies.  Several organizations have been created to 

monitor the institution of the press and seek to ensure that it has been reformed to reflect the 

desired representation of equality and acceptance of diversity in the new society. 

Another question that led me to examine this data was whether or not racism persisted in 

the South African press.  My thoughts during this process have also been greatly influenced by 

the election of Barack Obama and the rhetoric of racial difference surrounding his presidency.  

Racism persists.  It persists in Zuma’s South Africa, in Obama’s United States of America, and 

throughout the world that we shape for our children to inhabit.  Racist rhetoric has indeed taken a 

new facade, new tropes, new strategies to introvert its appearance, but it persists.   

 Proponents of a theory of “New Racism” qualify the phenomena of racial inequality and 

prejudice as explicit underground racism attempting to masquerade below the radar, as it were, in 

a post racial society.  Apartheid has ended legally, politically, and in its most gruesome 

incarnations of a military state, but has equality and openness necessarily replaced it in the South 

African context?  Similarly, the election of President Obama heralds for some the end of racial 

inequalities in the United States.  However, in both contexts, the inequalities remain.    
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 Colorblind rhetoric at first glance appeared to be an egregious tool to this undesirable 

end.  However, how can we dismiss its use by prominent black leaders?  How can we understand 

the choices that people under such duress and threat of abolishment make in order to gain 

political protection?  In order to protect their families and continue to exist?  It appears to me that 

colorblind rhetoric in this context was albeit less than ideal, an effective means to unify the 

South African identity along two major divides: the division between blacks and whites and the 

division within distinct racial groups.  Perhaps the emergent rhetoric of pluralism and diversity 

illustrated in Zuma’s recent speeches is indicative of growth beyond this mode of racial 

understanding to a more developed construct of South African national identity that sees color 

and embraces racial difference. 
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Ideas for further research 

National identity construction 

 In his state of the nation speech President Jacob Zuma (2009) uses a different approach to 

the building of South African national identity.  This approach diverges from the call to achieve 

colorblindness in that it frames diversity as a positive feature of the South African national 

population.  Is the ANC rhetoric moving in a direction to bring diversity to the forefront more 

directly and move away from the colorblind approach to national unity?  If this is a new trend 

what effects will it produce on the media coverage of issues concerning race?  Does this reflect a 

response to public outcry for increased equality and improved access to economic resources for 

black South Africans?   

 Identity politics is always and necessarily a politics of the creation of difference.  One is a 

 Bosnian Serb to the degree to which one is not a Bosnian Moslem or a Croat…What is 

 shocking about these developments, is not the inevitable dialectic of identity/difference 

 that they display but rather the atavistic belief that identities can be maintained and 

 secured only by eliminating difference and otherness (Benhabib 1996, p. 3f). 

 I have discussed how the formation of national identity frequently involves the 

differentiation of self and other as well as the differentiation of the collective national identity 

from others.  This is particularly salient in cultural contexts where a traumatic event, such as the 

era of apartheid, has occurred. The colorblind rhetoric evidenced repeatedly in coverage of the 

anniversary of the Soweto Uprisings may initially masquerade as evidence of recovery from 

these traumas and give voice to the existence of a national unity; however, a more troubling face 

may lie beneath this façade.  Whether invoked by a representative of the predominantly black 

South African ruling party or a white Afrikaner landowner, terms such as “colorblind” identity 
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convey a notion that the eradication, or minimalization, of difference is a key premise in the 

achievement of national unity.  

 The day-to-day plight of black South Africans in the post-apartheid era is a relevant topic 

that is underexplored in this dissertation.  There is a great deal of public outcry concerning the 

lack of adequate housing, employment, and education for the vast majority of black South 

Africans.  The upcoming World Cup may shed a global light on this issue, but as in most such 

cases, massive cleanup and revitalization is underway to prevent this.  A critical discourse 

analysis of these narratives, those underrepresented black South African voices, would yield 

salient data to further an activist agenda for the new South African identity struggle.  As Scollon 

(2001) discusses in his theoretical discussion of mediated analysis and its activist role in post 

colonial societies, the critical discourse analyst’s goal of challenging the imbalance of power in 

societal structures would be directly addressed in a critical exploration of the texts created by the 

black South African community itself.  Only then can the goal of CDS be realized through action 

to change the societal inequities evidenced in colorblind rhetoric. 

 Clearly, a comparative study with the nonracial rhetoric of the Obama campaign, and 

subsequent presidency, would highlight interesting parallels between the national discourses of 

the United States and South Africa.  My experiences in Cape Town led me to believe that many 

South Africans look to race relations in the United States as a barometer of sorts and while many 

remain critical of U.S. policies and historical race related struggle, there is a sense of common 

cause and experience linking African Americans and black South Africans.  Perhaps, it is one of 

unity in struggle against racism only; however, further exploration and comparison of media 

texts would further an understanding of how racist ideologies are challenged when the non-

dominant race gains political stature and prominence. 
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FIGURE 14:  What was it like?  Source:  Nell, J. (Artist). (2008, June 10) What was it like?  
[Cartoon].  The Times. Retrieved from www.africatoons.com/search/node/Mandela. 
 

 

 Comparisons to Mandela intrigue me as I see the paths of the two politicians virtually 

irreconcilable without the bond of shared racial characteristics.  The struggles to achieve their 

political station differ inherently and the obfuscation of Obama’s mixed race heritage in the 
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South African press resonates in stark contrast to the hypodescent paradigm frequently 

challenged in colored South African populations.   

 The implications for studies connecting South African construction of a nonracial identity 

and the United States’ construction of a similar racially based, ingroup/outgroup affiliation beg 

further study.  I believe that the current tone of disrespectfulness and lack of acceptance of 

Obama’s African heritage in the United States, belie a racism proper. Traditional, overt racism 

may have found its place in the backrooms and the backpage of U.S. newspapers, but the social 

fact of the United States’ racist history remains cogent in the Obama era.  Extremist political 

groups have openly questioned Obama’s right to rule via the implied specter of African 

parentage.  Parallels abound in current racially charged debates in South Africa.   

 Recently (April 2010), ANC Youth League president, Julius Malema, has come under 

closer scrutiny due to his controversial actions and loaded language concerning race.  In a recent 

press conference, Melema threw out a British reporter claiming that he did not know how to 

address him respectfully.  Melema has fueled the controversy surrounding him with 

inflammatory actions such as a recent spontaneous performance of a song entitled, “Kill the 

Boer”.  Following the killing of a prominent white South African farmer known for white 

supremacist activities, Malema again used controversial logic and language to point out the 

mistreatment of black workers on white farms.  President Jacob Zuma has chastised these 

actions, but Malema remains in his position as of this writing.  Racist rhetoric may have changed 

its shape and tenor, but it remains a viable threat to both democracies and could be saliently 

compared in further studies. 

 Many times during my work on this project I have been asked if I have considered the 

similarities to race relations in the United States.  While I may have been hesitant to discuss this 
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at the beginning of my coursework and in this dissertation, I now speak with certainty when I say 

that my life in Alabama from 1970-1993 brought me squarely to this inquiry and I hope to 

explore the connections between these two geographical settings in future work.  The rhetorical 

tropes of South African colorblindness and the New South bear striking similarities, and a 

comparative analysis of The Birmingham News and The Cape Times would yield insight into 

white narrative accounts of predominantly black political leadership. 

 Indeed, the application of colorblind rhetoric studies and national identity connects to 

many geographical settings and political situations.  The South African case of apartheid has 

been generalized primarily due to the extraordinary set of circumstances found in the colonial 

history and South Africa’s national resource wealth and development.  Today we see the term 

applied to international situations ranging from globally recognized conflicts, such as the Israeli-

Palestinian question, and the more local usage that refers pejoratively to racial segregation and 

socioeconomic stratification.  South Africa has grappled on the global stage with the race 

dilemma that almost every nation faces in this era.  We can glean much from examination of the 

tragedies of apartheid and the successes and setbacks in the post-apartheid reformation and 

reorganization. 
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Hypodescent vs. colored status: implications for theories of identity 

 Throughout my research period, questions concerning the identity of colored South 

Africans frequently emerged. South African Indian communities are a vibrant piece to the new 

nation puzzle and have been explored in terms both of their role in ending apartheid as well as 

the racism directed toward this community.  Any discussion on topics of racial division without 

considering the role those citizens of mixed race or nonblack/nonwhite heritage play in the 

national identity of post-apartheid South Africa is inherently limited.  Several of the texts that I 

have consulted in this research reference the approach of the apartheid era regime to motivate 

colored South Africans to identify as non-black in an effort to extort binary dichotomies and thus 

intensify division amongst distinctive linguistic and ethnic communities of color.  Similarly, the 

immense body of literature surrounding “passing” as white and the current discussion 

surrounding a post racial society in the United States has reestablished vigor in a dialogue 

concerning hypodescent and racial identity.  Resulting questions for further exploration include 

the following:  How do colored South Africans write themselves into the post-apartheid 

narrative?  Where are these colored voices in the struggle and liberation narrative espoused in 

colorblind rhetoric?  Did apartheid era prominent political figures effectively delay apartheid’s 

demise by bifurcating the non-white electorate?   

 The juxtaposition of the colored South African community to the remainder of the 

population presents a rich arena for analysis.  Many insightful studies have undertaken the stories 

of colored citizens during apartheid.  The evolution of racial politics in a colorblind era 

necessarily questions the role of colored South Africans in nation building.  Hypodescent 

necessitates a clear envisioning of color and its relative meaning.  The “one-drop” rule places the 
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white, European population of South Africa in a tremendously low minority within these borders 

and intensifies a general sense of isolation and fear amongst white individuals.   
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Youth:  resistance and acceptance of colorblind identity 
 
 How do the youth of South Africa cope with the extraordinary attention given to their 

outcomes?  While we may be aware that history will judge our actions, the trauma of apartheid 

has created a hyperawareness focused on those born in the post-apartheid era.  An ethnological 

study of their perceptions of this role and interviews with those now coming into adulthood 

having not experienced life under apartheid would yield insight to the much talked about new 

generation of “born frees” in their own voices.  Which of the many stories of their mothers, 

grandmothers, and great-grandmothers have entered their narrative of being South African?  Do 

they subsume or cast aside the colorblind identity as a means to discuss racial harmony and unity 

of national identity?  Do they read news articles about Bradley and Khaya and feel connectivity 

or do they yearn from a distance to achieve this consumer capital? 

 Perhaps, the most interesting question that could be investigated deals with acceptance of 

apology on the part of Mandela’s children.  Do the born frees of post-apartheid forgive white 

South African perpetrators?  Do Mandela’s children view themselves as victims?  Do white 

youth born after 1994 realize the advantages that whiteness brings them at the expense of their 

black counterparts or do they shirk from this associate as misallocated (they or their parents did 

not participate in apartheid atrocities) guilt?   

 Liberation struggle and its accompanying narrative are being detailed and disseminated to 

foreign visitors prolifically via the Internet and in no small part due to the South African hosting 

of the 2010 World Cup Championships.  Whether Mandela’s children will respond as resistant or 

accepting of the emergent narrative remains to be seen.   
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Globalization and post-apartheid discourse  

 How has globalization changed the ways in which we perceive race?  There are more 

overt outcomes inculcated in the surge of global communications, such as the difficulty in 

maintaining isolation in the age of information.  By this I mean that in a global society people 

become more aware of the possible dissemination of their words and even actions (think cell 

phone cameras).  Via social media, there is also the effect of a global conversation taking place 

without the constraints of travel that once left this discussion only to those who could afford it.  

Now we can discuss comparative race politics in a medium such as Facebook.  Through these 

shared conversations national narratives are reconstructed anew.   

 While researching this project I stumbled upon Zoopy.com, which labels itself as the 

South African YouTube.  Accessibility and mass distribution of ideas burgeon in the 

technologies of smart phones and an internet-driven global culture.  This means that the 

participants in the post-apartheid discourse are numerous and they are all instantly published 

authors.  In some ways this could be considered a setback of sorts.  Sites typically monitor for 

overt hate speech, but certainly racial tensions are exposed in a visceral medium for the global 

society to consume.  

However, there is tremendous potential for advancement of discourse of race, 

segregation, and belonging to a national identity found in this age.  Gilroy (2004) responds to the 

Bush/Blair era of racial politics and nation building in his call for “A New Cosmopolitanism”.  

He argues that apartheid era abuses illustrate “patterned action which serves the interests of 

imperial administration” (p. 289).  He goes on to deliver a scathing critique of the British Prime 

Minister as little more than a recasting of former colonial/imperialistic ideas.  Gilroy then leaves 
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readers hopeful that the examples learned from South Africa will resonate and create an 

improved global consciousness imbuing compassion amongst its citizenry.  He writes, 

It is my hope that, not Europe and the north Atlantic, but the postcolonial world in 

general, and South Africa in particular, will in due course generate an alternative 

sense of what our networked world might be and become, a new cosmopolitanism 

centered on a global south.  The racial difference, to which we are told we must 

become resigned, obstructs empathy across the north/south divide. …Here, too, 

the history of South Africa’s struggle for democracy might teach different lessons, 

particularly about how racial difference, imposed governmentally from above, 

should be weighed against other dimensions of human variation discovered from 

below in the process of actively re-making the world.  (pp. 289-290) 

The many South African and global citizens engaged in reimagining race from the 

bottom up hold the potential to effect lasting change and push the discourse of race 

beyond colorblind rhetoric. 
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