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DigIn Goals:   
 
n	Provide education and training in  
	 digitization, digital asset  
	 management, and the use of  
	 technology in libraries and  
	 archives 
 
n	Promote shared knowledge and  
	 collaboration among librarians,  
	 archivists, and museum  
	 professionals. 

n	Broaden the library and  
	 information science curriculum  
	 by incorporating perspectives  
	 from multiple communities  
	 and disciplines. 

Building Digital Cultural  
     Heritage Collections
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SIRLS: Master’s Degree Candidate

Project Goals:  
 
n	Qualitative research on  
	 digital curation and digital  
	 collection development within 
	 cultural heritage institutions  
	 representing traditionally  
	 underserved communities  
	 and groups. 

n	Assess feasibility of digital projects  
	 and identify key factors influencing  
	 the decision to digitize materials. 

n	Case studies on best practices for 	  
	 digital curation in local cultural  
	 heritage institutions, focusing on  
	 organizational capabilities;  
	 technology infrastructure; plans,  
	 policies and attitudes regarding  
	 digital collection development,  
	 online access, and digital  
	 preservation.

Arizona Memory Project   
	 http://azmemory.lib.az.us/  
 

Arizona State Library,  
     Archives and  
     Public Records 

n	online repository for digital content 	
	 representing the history and  
	 culture of Arizona
n	contains over 95 exhibits, with over  
	 67,000 digital objects
n	receives over 1.2 million unique  
	 views per calendar year
n	adds 1.5 collections per month  
	 on average
 
 
Sample Projects Include:  
 
n	Arizona Latina Trailblazers  
	 Raul H. Castro Institute and  
	    Latino Perspectives
	
n	Portraits of Poets by  
	 Laverne Harrell Clark  
	 University of Arizona Poetry Center
	
n	Tucson Museum of Art  
	 Historic Block Homes:   
	    A Window on Bygone Days  
	 Tucson Museum of Art  
	    Research Library 

School of Information Resources and Library Science (SIRLS) 
Peter Botticelli (pkb@u.arizona.edu) 
Ann Clark (alclark1@email.arizona.edu) 

Building Digital Cultural Heritage Collections in Arizona

Supported by IMLS Grant Award #RE-06-09-0090-09

Sample Research Questions 
 

Planning
n	Does digitization fit institutional  
	 needs and priorities?
n	Does the institution have current  
	 plans for new or expanded digital  
	 collections?
 
Implementation 
n	Will the institution need additional  
	 collection personnel and training to  
	 undertake digital projects?
n	Are there any conditions for Web  
	 access to digital collections?
 
Sustainability 
n	Describe the institution’s IT capacity  
	 available for new or expanded digital  
	 projects.
n	Will the institution take responsibility  
	 for long-term stewardship of digital  
	 collections?

How do you define Culture? 

n	Activities that occur in daily life. 
	 Anthropologist Renato Rosaldo
 
 

What Local Institutions  
     Might Document  Such       
     Activities? 
 
n	Non-profit Organizations 
	
n	Community Centers 
 
n	Libraries 
 


