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COTTON PRODUCERS NEED AND WANT IMPROVED INSECT INFORMATION 

Jim Armstrong 

Early in the 1970 production season Jim Armstrong, Pima County 
Agricultural Agent, and Leon Moore. Extension Entomologist, decided that there 
was need for improving the collection and dissemination of information relat
ing to cotton insect populations, movements, control, etc. It was especially 
important from the standpoint of the need to cut costs as well as provide 
adequate control for what appeared to be a bad pink bollworm potential. 

Their plan included a weekly survey of representative fields in the area-
actually making boll and insect counts. They also discussed the situation 
with the connnercial "bug-checkers" in the area and investigated unusual situ
ations pOinted up by these checkers. They also conferred with growers and 
other persons allied with cotton production. This survey was conducted on 
either Wednesday or Thursday of each week. The results of the survey along 
with related information pertaining to the current situation, were compiled 
and included in a special "Cotton Insect Situation Reportl! which was mailed 
on the following Friday to insure timeliness. This effort started in early 
June and continued each week until mid-September. 

Both of the persons involved agreed that information gathered and 
disseminated in this manner was reliable, pertinent and timely. They further 
agreed that it consumed much time and effort. 

In view of this concern the growers in the area were asked to evaluate 
the effort to learn if it was practical and justified. This evaluation was 
achieved through the use of a simple questionnaire mailed to those individuals 
that received the report and were known to be actually involved in cotton pro
duction. 

The response to the questionnaire was approximately 50% of those mailed, 
which in itself is an exceptionally good response indicating solid interest 
in the project. Ninety-five percent of the respondents said the reports were 
quite useful and should be continued in 1971. 

Neither Armstrong nor Moore feel that this is the sole answer to the 
problem. Rather they look on it as a step in the right direction. MOre com~ 
plete, more reliable, more timely information was the expressed need. 
Sometime ago someone said "give a grower the right information and he will 
follow through with the right decisions~" This was a sincere attempt towards 
that object ive. 
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