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ABSTRACT

Cotton growers began cotton harvest earlier in 1987 than during the previous three years, but they
fell behind the other years by December first. Rainfall in late October, particularly November 2,
slowed harvest and reduced quality of cotton dramatically in some operations.

INTRODUCTION

More growers started Upland cotton harvest earlier in 1987 than in the three previous years because the crop
was ready. Also, growers wanted to destroy stalks earlier to control boll weevils. Crop Reporting Service estimates
place both Upland and Pima yields at record levels even though the crop matured very early.

Sixty-two hundreths of an inch of rain fell at Litchfield Park between October 23 and October 29, and 1.28
inches fell in November. Excellent grades of street middlings and middlings were harvested before this rainfall, but
many light spots, spotted and even grays were classed after the rainfall period. Pima cotton grades changed
dramatically from 3 to 4 after the November and December 3rd rains.

Table

Date

1. Percent of Crop Ginned by Dates

1984 1985 1986 987

Oct 1 NA NA 0.3 4.2

Oct 15 NA NA 14.5 19.2

Nov 1 37.6 35.7 41.8 45.9

Nov 15 50.9 47.1 69.4 61.1

Dec 1 81.8 81.1 87.7 79.4

Dec 15 87.9 89.9 95.3 91.2

Jan 1 89.5 93.9 98.5 96.4
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