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VI EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES

Vegetable Crops Extension Program

Beside conducting and cooperating in the many field tests and demonstra-
tions reported in the first five sections of this booklet, the Agricultural
Extension Service, University of Arizona provided personal assistance to growers,
shippers, fieldmen and others with problems regarding vegetable production and
marketing. The Extension Service also conducted other educational activities
and functions during 1964; highlights of which are:

1. The Fourth Annual Potato Research Roundup

Each year research and extension workers report their latest findings and
ideas at an annual meeting of growers, fieldmen and others interested in
potatoes. Topics and speakers in 1964 (September 11) were:

Potential Potato Varieties for Arizona - N.F. Oebker
Tuber Physiology and Potato Chip Quality - P.M. Bessey
Materials and Methods of Insect Control - P.D. Gerhardt
Outlook for Verticillium Wilt Control - A.D. Davison
Observations of Vined Tuber Rots - W.J.H. Stone
Growing Practices for Potatoes - W.D. Pew
Pros and Cons of Sprinkler Irrigation - K.R. Frost

The event in 1964 was held at the Cotton Research Center, Tempe. Boyce
Foerman, Maricopa County Agricultural Agent was program chairman.

2. Yuma Growers Luncheon Program

Vegetable growers of the Yuma area gather together each Tuesday noon to
compare notes and to hear the program planned by Agricultural Agent Robert
Grounds. Thirty -one programs were presented in 1964 with the help of the
University of Arizona research and extension personnel.

Programs in 1964 covered many aspects of culture for lettuce and canta-

loups. An example of some of the subjects covered were: cantaloup variety
trial results, lettuce diseases, lettuce mosaic surveys in Yuma, spotted wilt
of lettuce, damping -off disease of cantaloups, thinning whys and ways, ferti-
lizing cantaloups, cantaloup insect control, adverse weather effects on grow-
ing conditions, early irrigation, lettuce packaging, and Southern Pacific
Railroad loads of Yuma area vegetables.

3. Lettuce Harvester Demonstration at Yuma

Agent Robert Grounds of the Yuma County Extension office arranged for a
demonstration of the University's mechanical lettuce harvester in lettuce
fields near Yuma. About 200 people viewed the operation of the new machine.
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4. Weekly Newspaper Column "Vegetable Notes"

The newspaper column "Vegetable Notes" which appears in the Sunday Farm
and Ranch section of the Arizona Republic is read widely across the state and
even is followed outside of Arizona. Agent Boyce Foerman of the Maricopa
County Extension office uses this vehicle for relaying vegetable information
to the vegetable growers in Central Arizona.

5. Publications

The following publications which relate to vegetables were revised or
issued in 1964 -65:

Chemical Weed Control Recommendations (A -1)
Soil Management (A -11)
Arizona Insect Control Recommendations (A -14)
Sprinkler Irrigation (A -24)
Arizona Agriculture 1;65 ( -38)

Soil Organic Matter (A -40)
Control Vegetable Garden Insects (C -122)
Arizona Home Gardening (C -130)
Preparing Vegetables for Family Health (C -276)
Fertilizer Recommendations for Arizona (F -107)
Plant Disease Leaflets:

Lettuce Big Vein
Spotted Wilt of Lettuce
Downy Mildew of Lettuce
Cucurbit Virus Diseases in Arizona
Characteristics of Cucurbit Viruses

Teaching Program in Vegetable Crops
(Steve Fazio)

Undergraduate students specializing in vegetable crops receive a broad
training in other related fields including soils, entomology, plant pathology,
genetics and economics. This curriculum is designed to acquaint the student
with the many other disciplines and also prepare him for advanced degree work.

Required courses in mathematics, physical and biological sciences are
taken during the freshman and sophomore years. Many of these subjects are pre -

requisites to upper division courses which require a fundamental knowledge of
the basic sciences. During the junior and senior year, a student registers for
courses more closely related to his chosen major.

The department has research facilities for graduate candidates leading to
the Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy degree with a major in plant
science. Experiment Station staff members of the department participate in
the teaching program and provide research facilities at the branch station.
These facilities provide exceptional opportunities for individual research
in both fundamental and applied phases of vegetable production.
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