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Objective 
i 

LATE - SEASON PINK BOLLWORM CONTROL 

T. F. Watson and D. G. Fullerton 

To determine the need for controlling late-season pink bollworm infesta
tions in long staple cotton. 

Summary of Progress 

This experiment was conducted at Pima, Arizona using a randomized com
plete block design with four replications. An untreated check was compared 
against 2, 3, and 4 applications of insecticides to determine the need for 
late-season pink bollworm control. 

The experiment was started on September 16 and the boll infestation 
averaged 9.5 percent on the pre-treatment counts. Torbidan at 1/2 gallon per 
acre was applied on a six-day schedule by air and boll samples were taken from 
each plot on a weekly basis. Infestation levels were determined by the per
cent of pink bollworm infested bolls. 

Yield data indicated that no difference occurred between the untreated 
check and the 4-app1ication treatment. However, both treatments yielded 
significantly more seed cotton/A than did the 2 and 3 application treatments. 
No significant difference occurred between the 2 and 3 application treatments. 
Results of this experiment indicate that continued research is necessary to 
determine the effects of late-season pink bollworm control on long staple cotton 
yields. These data are presented in Table 1. 

Table 1. Comparison of 2, 3 and 4 insecticide applications for late-season 
pink bollworm control. 

Treatment 

Check 

2 - applications 

3 - applications 

4 - applications 

Per cent boll infestation 
on sampling date 

Pre-treat. 
9/16 9/24 10/3 

10.5 10.5 16.5 

8.5 7.5 8.0 

9.0 7.0 7.0 

10.0 7.0 10.5 

-52-

Total yield 
seed cotton 
per acre 

2756 

2444 

2428 

2670 

Stat. Sign. 

a 

b 

b 

a 


