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The goal of an IPM program in a school 
environment is to make the site a safer, healthier 

place to learn and work.  Pest remediation is 
an important component, but most efforts are 
focused on making the school unattractive and 

inaccessible to pests.

University of Arizona Month-to-Month Pest and 
Landscape Calendar

http://cipm.weebly.com

Sign up for the National School IPM 2015 Newsletter 
by emailing your name and contact information to

newsletter@schoolipm2015.com

Consider joining the School Integrated Pest 
Management Listserv.  The listserv is open 

for membership to anyone interested in pest 
management (IPM) in schools, who wishes to 

discuss this subject with others on the list or follow 
discussion.

Formatted instructions can be found at

http://schoolipm.ifas.ufl.edu/Florida/list.htm
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What is Integrated Pest 
Management?
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is an established 
strategy, proven to be the safest and most 
effective pest management approach. IPM relies 
on a combination of common-sense and scientific 
principles. IPM programs use current, comprehensive 
information on the habits of pests and their interaction 
with the environment. Pests are generally managed by 
the most economical means and always with the least 
possible risk to people, property, and the environment.  
IPM saves an average of $0.01 per sq ft of school space 
(Salt Lake School District).

Using IPM at School
Pests in schools often include certain insects, 
vertebrates, and weeds. IPM uses a combination 
of techniques including proactive pest avoidance 
strategies such as pest-proofing buildings, maintaining 
healthy landscapes, reducing pest habitat inside and 
outside, and the direct application of pest control 
practices when an infestation is identified.  

IPM programs usually have a strong educational 
base. The entire school community is educated about 
pests and the hazards they pose and the reasons 
for infestation. As community awareness increases, 
individuals understand how they can reduce pest 

problems and report pest encounters to the facility 
management team. 

The school community gets to see how improving 
hygiene standards and excluding pests from buildings 
can dramatically improve conditions in the learning 
environment. IPM uses simple and effective principles 
that everyone can understand and use in the school as 
well as in the home.

Pest control practices begin when inspection or 
monitoring results indicate a need for control according 
to established thresholds. Management programs 
focus on remediation of conditions conducive for 
pests, and control of the target pests while preserving 
beneficial organisms and safeguarding our environment. 
Appropriate management tools are selected and applied 
in a manner that minimizes risks to humans, non-target 
organisms and the environment.

 

What this means to 
faculty, staff, students 
and the environment!
1) IPM reduces pest problems.

2) IPM reduces pesticide use.

3) IPM maximizes the benefits of the campus landscape 
and reduces plant and tree losses.

4) IPM generates a healthier campus life for students, 
faculty, and staff.  This can lead to improved 
academic achievement and reduced absenteeism. 

5) Schools using IPM report fewer athletic field injuries 
and pest-related asthma symptoms.

6) IPM is cost effective!

Landscape and grounds IPM is important for the 
development of healthy trees and green spaces, which 
are in-turn supportive of healthy communities and 
are positively correlated with psychological, physical, 
cognitive and improved attention capacity in our 
children.

In multiple well-documented studies, pest complaints 
and pesticide use in schools and other public buildings 
have been reduced by 71 to 93% through IPM, with no 

long-term increase in costs.

More information 

about school IPM 

can be found at: 

cals.arizona.edu/

pubs/insects/

az1234.pdf
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