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BASKET-MAKER III DATES FROM THE VICINITY OF
DURANGO, COLORADO.

EMIL W. HAURY and I. F. FLORA

At the present time considerable interest is centered on defining
the duration of Basketmaker III in the San Juan area of the southwestern
United States. Dr. A. E. Douglass has made a valuable contribution
towards this problem by pubhshmg a series of dates obtained from wood
collected by Mr. Earl H. Morris in the Red Rock section of northeastern
Arizona.! From another source comes a bit of information which
is confirmed by the dates of the Red Rock wood and helps to extend
the limits of the dated Basket-maker IIT horizon.

For several years Mr. I. F. Flora of Durango, Colorado, has been en-
gaged in an investigation of ruins near that city. Excavations have
produced, among other things, a collection of charcoal and decayed wood
- from architectural remains, much of which has been sent to Gila Pueblo
for study. Not content to let the matter rest here, Mr. Flora began the
study of wood himself in order to develop the ability to date material
coming from his excavations. In the course of time, with the aid of the
published chronology, he succeeded in. arriving at what appears to him
to be real correlations. A check of these confirmed many of his findings.
Recently Mr. Flora spent several days at Gila Pueblo reviewing his
material with the senior writer and the results of this study are given
herewith. .

Durango lies in the valley of the Animas River at an altitude of about
6500 feet above sea level. The hills and terraces flanking the stream
contain ample but unspectacular evidence of an early occupation of a
pottery-making people and also the camp sites of a people who did not
make pottery. The horizon of the former group, from whose remains
the wood samples studied here were taken, was Basket-maker III.
Dwellings were chiefly of the pit house class, possessing features which
in later times became associated with kivas; the pottery was plain and
black-on-grey conforming in the main to types described by Hargrave
as Lino Gray and Lino Black-on-grey.? Neck banding and corrugating
were lacking. In other respects the culture shows no features not in
keeping with current ideas of Basket-maker III. The pottery making
people have, as yet, not been dated.

Many of the wood specimens examined give excellent ring sequences
which display no major deviations from the patterns shown in the wood
of the Red Rock district. The list of dated specimens follows:
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Specimens 1068-70 and 845 were the four main roof supports of a
dwelling. As none of the true outsides of the logs were préserved it
must be inferred that the building date of the structure was somewhat
after 583 A. D., the most recent date of the four. About 600 may come
very close to expressing the correct age, allowing for a certain amount
of loss of the outer wood. Another ruin near Colorado B:9:1, also of
Basket-maker III culture, has yielded a log section giving a date of about
600, thus falling within the range of the dates given above.?

The agreement of these dates with most of those published by Dr.
Douglass from the Red Rock area, from Step House and Earth Lodge A
of the Mesa Verde,* all Basket-maker III culturally—makes the age of
this horizon seem certain. But these dates are not inclusive since they do
not give us the lower and upper limits of Basket-maker III. They
merely provide a point within the period when that culture was
flourishing. For an estimate of the beginning we can still do little better
than guess. At the present. time this would seem to have been about
400 A. D. On the upper or late side, 700 A. D. has generally been
accepted as the end of the stage although we may find that a later date
should be assigned in this marginal area. In the Flagstaff area Pueblo
I began about 700, and in the Piedra district, by 774, the culture
was in a Pueblo I stage as indicated by the findings of Roberts. By
this time both pottery and architecture showed decided- improvements
over these traits of about 600 in the Durango area.

Coming up into still later times, the next dates are from the Lowry
Ruin? and the cliff dwellings in the Mesa Verde, ranging .from 1066-
1273. This brings us into late Pueblo II and full Pueblo ITII. The area
seems to have had no occupation of consequence by the Anasazi during
Pueblo IV and later.

Summarizing the evidence for the cultural horizons in the Mesa
Verde-Durango region, still very meager for Pueblo I and II, we have
the following:

Period Actual Dates Estimated Duration
Pueblo IV — - .
Pueblo III ca. 1100-1273 1100-1275 .
Pueblo II 1066 ? 900-1100
Pueblo I 774 700-900
Basket-maker III 571-634+X 400-700
Basket-maker II ? — -400
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