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ABSTRACT 

The religious revival founded £>y Muhammad ibn *A.bd 
« 

al-tfahhab is one of obscurity. In order to discuss the 

developments of this revival during the nineteenth century 

when European, colonialism was moving into the Arabian 

Peninsula we must evaluate the sources of information avail

able. The purpose of this thesis is to investigate the 

source of nineteenth-century travelers' accounts. While this 

study will show the travelers' accounts must be accompanied 

fcy contemporary, indigenous scources, it will also provide 

insight into the colonial attitudes which developed amongst 

the British in the early part of the twentieth century when 

the Wahhabi movement was manifesting itself into the Kingdom 

of Saudi Arabia. 

v 



CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

The interior of the Arabian Peninsula was relatively 

unknown to Western scholars for centuries after the decline 

of the Roman Empire. The full "works of great Moslem geo

graphers like Abu al Fida' and al-Idrlsi were not translated 

into Latin until the beginning of the nineteenth century and, 

they., at best, contained scanty data on the interior of 

A.rabia. ̂ In fact, the great Moslem geographers, like the 

European travelers of the sixteenth through the eighteenth 

centuries, did not travel beyond places like Makkah, Temen, 

Dhofar, and Oman. The map of Asia done by D'Anville in 1755 

exhibited a great deal of error. It did not indicate the 

existence of the Kfarud Desert and the Najd is devoid of 

2 
detail. Thus, as the abo"ve suggests, the dawn of European 

travel into the heart of Arabia "was initiated in a climate of 

ignorance of the geography of the peninsula, which is larger 

than the Indian Peninsula, to say nothing of the knowledge of 

the inhabitants and their cultural patterns. This makes the 

information contained in nineteenth-century travelers' 

1. For more details see: H.G. Hogarth, The 
Penetration of Arabia (New Tork: Frederick A. Stokes 
Companyj 1904), p."28. 

2. Hogarth, p. 28. 

1 
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accounts possibly vital to the study of the history of this 

region, Specifically, the objectives of this study are two

fold: one, to evaluate the travelers* perceptions of the 

religion of the followers of the Islamic revival "begun by 

Muhammad itm ' A"bd. al-Wahhab; and two, to evaluate the travel-
i 

ers' perceptions of tine politics of the dynasty founded by 

Muhammad ibn Sa,:ud. The significance of this study3 there-« 

fore, is that it vtfill allow for a better understanding of the 

West's generalizations about the people of Central Arabia 

since the travelers ̂ ere often the only sources western his

torians had of this, then, remote part of the world. 



CHA.PTER 2 

MUHAMMAD IBH *A.BD AL-WAHHAB ME THE EELIG-IOUS R.ETIVAL 

At the beginning of the eighteenth century tine 

Ottoman. Sultan continued to "be the Servant of the Holy 

Cities."'' Yet j the Torte's influence in the Arabian Peninsula 

2 
was, at "best j clrcumferental. The area of Uajd was rela

tively free of Ottoman suzerainty and continued to "be broken 

up into small j warring shalkhdonts . At the same time as this 

politically unstable situation existed on the Peninsula, the 

force of Islam was on a decline. In fact, many A.ratians had 

forsalcen the religion of the prophet Muhammad and his compan-
« 

ions and had reverted to the pre-lslamic practices of 

idolatry; they were worshipping stones, sacred treesa and 

•3 
the graves of saints. It was In this "Age of Ignorance" 

that the founder of the T/fahhabi revival3 Mufyammad ihn rAbd 

1. George S. Rents, IMuframmad ibn ' Afrd al-Wahhab 
(1703/0*1-1792) and the Beginnings of the Unitarian Empire 
in ArabITI (Berkeley: University of California Press., 19 48), 
pi The Ottomans possessed the title (and obligation) 
since their defeat of the Mamluks in 1517- The holy cities 
are Malckah and A1 MadlTnah. The title in Arabic is Ihadlrn 
al-Iaramain al-SharTfaln. 

_ 2. The Porte established governorships in "Yemen, 
A1 lasa and Baghdad in the sixteenth century. 

3. As it applied to the situation which_pre-vailed in 
Arabia in the early eighteenth century, the lahhabis used 
al-Jahiliyah. 

3 
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al-Wah-hah3 was born in 170 3 i*"1 the PJajdi community of Al 

U 
'Uyainah. Thus^ with this in mind the object i-ve af this 

chapter is to deveLop a historical background. of the foundeT 

of the Islamic revival which swept the ATabia.ii Peninsula in 

the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Muhammad ibn 'Abd al~Wahhah1s father, Shaikh 'Abd 

al-Wahhab ibn Sulaiman^ was a scholar of the Hanbali school 

and very early recognized his son's gifted academic pofcen-

£ 
tial. It is said by Eentz that I-uhanmad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab 

memorized the lur'an before reaching the age of tea. By the 

age of twelve, Muhammad had shown competence in interpre-

tatiag the Kur'an and the Hadith. Thus, at this young age 

his father felt '*he -was ready to take his pLace in the con

gregational prayer" because of his knowledge of Islamic 

7 precepts. Also, due to this competence and his maturity, he 

was granted permission by his father to perform a pilgrimage 

to Makiah and Al Madlnah. 

After performing all the rites of the pilgrimage, the 

14. Followers of Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhah called 
themselves "Muwahhidun" or "unitarians", but the term 
"Wahhlhis'* is more commonly used, "by westerns and other 
Muslims opposed to their movement. 

5- Since the third century A.H.a Sanni Eslarn has 
been divided into four madhhabs or schools of law: Hanbalite, 
NaLikite, Shafi'ite, and Hanafite. 

6. Rents, p. 19. 

7. Rentz, p. 21. 



5 

young Wahhab returned hone much impressed with what he had 

•witnessed about the practice of Islam in M&klcah and A1 

Madinah. Yet, the conduct of the people of Najd bothered him 

upon his return. He saw the Wajdrs taking refuge in idolatry 

instead of taking refuge in God. E-ven more disturbing to him 

•was the fact that, while these polytheistic practices were 

"violating the law of Islam, the "lords of the Land knew noth

ing but impression of their subjects, wrongdoing, and fight-
0 

with each other.'* So, lining in a martial, environment and 

hoping to find answers to the problems of KTajd, the young 

scholar traveled back to A.1 Madinah. 

In AL Madinah Muhammad ibn 1Abd al-Vahhab studied the 

traditions of the Prophet under Shaikh 'Abd Allah ibn Ibrahim 

ifcn Saif and Shaikh Muhammad Hayat al-Sindi al-MadanT. It 
• m 

•was under these Islamic scholars that the future grand shaikh 

of the House of Sa'ud formulated a basic tenet of the 

o 
Wahhatis; the belief that all prayers should be directed to 

God alone and not to the Prophet- He later emphasized that 

it is polytheism (.aJairk) to worthip other than Gfod. In fact, 

this became the basis for his, later3 general aim which was 

to do away with all innovations (bid *a) which had entered. 

8. Rentz, p. 24. Here Rentz is quoting the 
nineteenth-century, Arah historian, Ibn Bishr3 I, 7. 

9. Using shirk and polytheism, technically, may be a 
bit ambiguous as nox all forms of sJiirk: are polytheistic, 
i.e., the mere association of a companion to God is a form 
of shirk. 
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Islam after the third century A.H. 

Later the young student traveled to AX Basrah, where 

he studied under Shaikh Muhammad al-Mayrnu'T who uas renowned 

— 10 
for his mastery of tau.frId, the unit/ of God. likewise, it 

was in A1 Basrah where Nuhammad 'Aba al-Wahhab made his first 
J 

contact with Shi'isrn and its practices of saint -worship. In 

fact, this busy port of trade and cosmopolitan metropolis 

did not, in the eyes of the young man from KajcL, "provide 

a favorable atmosphere for religion to thrive in.""*"^ Thus, 

he began to denounce, publicly and privately, the practice 

of worshipping saints as an example of gjilrk and a cor-

12 ruption of Islam. Soon he was perceived by people as 

] ̂  
"an upstart and a creator of disturbance." Furthermore, 

he received several attaclcs on his life, so he eventualiy 

rejoined his father in Hurayrnila in the Wajd, where he spent 

tine remaining years of his father's life "gaining adherents 

14 
hy quiet persuasion.'' 

Upon "being banished from AL 'TJyainah in lf44s where 

10. Bent2, p. 28. 

11. Bent23 p. 28. 

12. The intention, here is not to imply that saint 
•worship is unique to Shi'ism, as examples can also be found 
amongst SunnT practices. 

13. Rent 2, p. 29. 

1^4. Rentz, p . 35. 
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be had moved back: to after his father's death? Muhairmad Lbn 

r A.bd al~"Wahhab sought asylum from H-uhammad ihn Sa'ud in 
m 

M Dir'Tya. Hentz suggests the meeting of the tiro was ar

ranged by Muhammad ibn Sa'ud^s bedouin inife , Mauda, who "was 

deeply stirred by what [she was told3 of the shaikh's "beLief 

Ln. the unity of Allah.""1-"' 

Tine momentous meeting "between Shailch Muhammad ibn 

' A.bd al-"Wahha"b and Muhammad ibn Sa'tTd was to gLve birth to a 

dynasty nhich endures today in Arabia, AccordLng to the 

nineteenth-century Arab historian, lbn Bis to, this meeting 

was an Instantaneous success. Afte* the shaiWi expounded his 

doctrines in depth and "dwelt upon tine e*viLs of Najd that 

1 f\ 
needed correction," . Muhammad ibn Sa'ud accepted the 

shaikh1 s doctrine as the religion of Socl and the Prophet and 

said he "was ready to defend the religion against -whoever 

denies the unity of God. But firsts Muhammad ibn Sa'ud in-
> 

formed the shaikh that he had two conditions to impose upon 

hLm. First, that he should pledge himself not to forsake A.d 

DLr'lya for another place, and secondly, that he should not 

deny Muhammad ibn Sa'ud of his traditional practice of taxing 

17 
the local agriculturalists at the time of the harvest. 

15- Rents, p. 50. 

16. Rentz, p. 50. 

17. Rentz, p. 51. Muhammad lbn Sa'ud Later agreed 
to withdraw the second condition due to the large amount of 
"reward" he had received from Allah, as a result of success 
at war. 
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Subsequently 3 an alliance in "tine name of religion was bora 

Ttrhen Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab agreed to the 'conditions and 

1 R 
said, "Blood with, "blood, and ruin with rain.'* Ultimately, 

this pact became the ideological basis for the formation, of 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Ibn Bishr "wrote that the shaikh was the senior ruler 

in the young theocracy. He said of the shaikh, "KTo camels 

were mounted, and no opinions were voiced by Muhammad ibn 

Sa'ud ot his son, "Ahd al-Aziz, without the shaikh's appro-val. 

He was the supreme judge in matters of religion and religion 

ruled the state.It was not until 1773 , when the shaikh 

was about seventy, that he transferred his temporal responsi

bilities, including the management of the public treasury, to 

—• 2 0 
A.b<l al-'Aziz. The remaining twenty years of his life were 

spent in -worship and instruction of doctrine. 

There "was nothing original in the creed of Muhammad 

— 21 
ibn 'Abd al-l^ahhab. His solution to the problems of con

temporary Arabia was to go back: to the religion of the 

Prophet and his companions. Thus, the aim of his teachings 

18. Rentz, p. 52. This is the same oath sworn by the 
Prophet with his allies, the Anijar at TTathrit) (A.1 MadTnah) 
at the end of the Hegira. 

19. Rentz, p. 173. 

20. Rentz, p. 173. With Muhammad ihn Sa'tld's death 
in 1765, his son, * Ab d al-'Aziz, controlled matters of 
politics and war. 

21. Rentz, p. MO, 
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was to rid the world of two types of sinful actions: shirk 

and bid'a, which he and his followers strired towards with 

much vengeance. 

As mentioned above, shirk is the association of any 

being or thing with God., "Who in His oneness can have no 

2 2  —  —  
associates." Thus, "Wahhabi literature is full of denun

ciations of the muafciriltun (those guilty of shirk). In fact, 

the accusations leveled against the mushrilcun exceed those 

Leveled against the kafirun Cthe unbelievers). likewise, 

bid'a (innovation) was equally detested by Muhammad ibn 'Abd 

al-Wahhab and his followers. As mentioned earlier, practices 

introduced into Islam after th.e third century A..H. "were con

sidered an obloquy by the shaikh. 

In his polemic on the community, Muhammad ibn 'Abd 
« 

al-Wahhab aimed primarily "at the cult of saint&9 as 

exhibited in the building of mausoleums, their employment as 

23 
mosques, and their visitation." J For example, contrary to 

what many historians suggest, the shaikh did not oppose 

visitation to the Prophet's tomb in A1 Madlnah. Rather, he 

opposed the worship of the tomb and the mortal man. Further

more, the shaikh attacked as .aJfairle the practice of intro

ducing the name of a prophet, a saint, or an angel into a 

22. Rentz9 p. 41 

23. D.S. Margoliouth, "Wahhabiya", Shorter 
Encyclopedia of Islam (Leiden: B.J. Brill, 1953)» P• 618. 
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24 
prayer, or "to seek Lntercession from any other than God." 

Likewise, it was treated as kufr (unbelief) to profess knowl

edge not fcased on the Kur'an, the Sunna or the Six Books of 

tradition, illso, the same as the denial of gadar 

(predestination) was considered heresy. 

While Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab and his followers 

are Hanbali, they tended to he much stricter in their rit-

"uaLs. WahhabTs believed galat (prayer) was obligatory. The;/ 

strongly abhorred smoking of tobacco. They considered the 

shaving of the beard and the use of abusive language cont

rary to law and subject to the kadir s (Judge) discretion. 

Furthermore, unlike other Hanbalites who believed zakat (alms) 

•was to be paid on only manifest produce, the Wahhabis 

stressed the payment of zakat on. secret profits, such as those 

25 
of trading. ^ Likewise, when performing prayer, the rosary 

was forbidden and the act of counting -was to be done on the 

knuckles. Finally, Wahhabr mosques were built with simplic

ity. No minarets nor ornaments were allowed in the archi

tectural design of the structure. With this background of 

Muhammad ihn 'Ahd al-Wahhab and his revival, we proceed to a 

historical backdrop of the century of our travelers. 

24. 

25. 

Margoliouthj p. 6l8. 

Margoliouth, p. 6l8 



CHAPTER 3 

ARABIA'S REA.CTION TO IMPERIA.L2SM 

By the end of the eighteenth century the Wahhabi 

movement under the leadership of *A.bd ai-'-Aziz ibn Kuhammad 

had developed beyond the scope of a religious revival; it had 

evolved into an. ebullition of political manifestations. The 

movement was unfolding into a distant precursor of Arab 

nationalism.."1' As the movement expanded it found itself 

facing external encroachments on Arabia, Specifically, the 

Eouse.of Sa'xid found itself facing a two-dimensional chal

lenge; one dimension being that of imperialism and the other 

dimension being; that of Ara"b tribalism in the peninsula. 

Thus, the intent of this chapter is to introduce a brief, 

historical overview of the Arabian Penlnsala in the nine

teenth century as it relates to the House of S&'ud. 

By the Last decade of the eighteenth century, the 

tenets of the Islamic revival of Muhammad i"bn 1 A"bd al-Wahbafc> 
m 

had gained many followers amongst the maritime Arabs of the 

Persian Gulf. The House of Sa'ad was becoming a threat to 

the Sublime Porte's position of leadership in the Islamic 

World as weLl as a challenge to the Porte's entrepot; of 

1. R. Bay ley Winder, Saudi Arabia in the Nineteenth 
Century (Hew Yorlc: St. Martin's Press, 1965~) } p. 

11 
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east-west trade in Mesopotamia and Syria. For example, 

repeatedly the tribes loyal to *A.bd al-'Aziz ibn Muhammad 

were able to successfully pu.ll off ghazw (raids) in the 

vicinities of the far-off cities of Baghdad and Damascus. In 

fact, by the end of the eighteenth, century many of the tribes 

of Mesopotamia and Syria paid tribute to the House of Sa'ud. 

In 1801s the forces of Sa'ud itn ' Abd al-'Azfz were able to 

plunder successfully the city of KartaaLa' and the shrine of 

Imam Husain, "which the WahhabTs considered idolatrous, leav-
» 

ing in their wake much destruction and a death toll exceeding 

? 
5,000. Thus, as the power of the Porte was waning in the 

Persian. Gulf due to her preoccupation with more urgent 

affairs in Egypt, the House of Sa'ud was spreading its in

fluence . 

In the Hljaz hostilities had begun between the House 

of Sa'ud and the Sharif of the Holy Cities3 Ohalib ibn 

Musa'id. Likewise, in Oman the forces of Sa'Id ibn 'Abd 

al- 'Aziz subdued the Sultan of Oman, Sa' id ibn Sult"an, 

forcing him to pay tribute to their "Wahhabi amTr. In fact, 

by I806, the forces of the House of Sa'ud had defeated the 

Sharifain forces at It Ta'if, Al Qunfudhah, Maklcah, Tanbu', 
3 9 

and Al Madinah, forcing Ghallb to recognize the suzerainty 

of Sa'ud ibn *Ahd al-'Aziz. With these military successes 

2. Harford Jones, "An Account of what in these times 
happened to Immaum Hossein", in Sir H.J. Brydges, A.n Account 
of the Transactions of the IMaj estyr s Mission to the Court of 
Persia (London: J. Bohn, 1834). 
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— — 1 
and the SaJudis' newly gained realization of the maritime 

importance of Bahrain, the young dynasty was on the track; to 

an eventua.1 confront at ion with British power in the Persian 

Gulf. 

In the late 1700's Great Britain renewed tier interest 

in the Persian Gulf for two reasons. One, she felt a new 

challenge from Prance and Russia; and two, the rise of impor

tance of steain navigation added a new dimension to her co

lonial designs, 3et, f,prior to the thirl decade of the 

nineteenth, century, British authorities were little concerned 

ii 
about conditions in Arabia proper." British policy was 

primarily concerned with preserving peace at sea and main

taining security along her trade routes. The British had 

little comprehension that the disorder, piracy at sea with 

maritime Arabs, "was common in the Gulf or indeed that fchey 
c 

•were mixed up In a trade war..."^ Furthermore, it does not 

appear the British perceived that the Sa'udis were allied. 

with most of the maritime Arab shalkhdoms north of Muscat. 

In fact, the British authorities were confident their 

"pro-Turkish policy and pro-Persian policy in the Gulf served 

to contrast the designs of the Trench and Russians in the 

3. The term Sa'udi is used synonymously with the 
louse of Sa'ud. 

4. Minder, p. 38. 

5. Winder, p. 38. 
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Region."^ Thus, it is apparent the British did not feel it 

necessary to establish diplomatic relations with the House 

of Sa'ud during tine first three decades of the nineteenth 

century. This is best supported by the fact that in. "both 

18L1 and l8lU^ the British refused to receive a Sa'udl emis

sary sent to the British Resident in Bushire. Of course, 
? 

this policy vis-a-vis the Sa'udis made sense because Uapoleon 

Bonaparte "was no longer a problem in Egypt and the forces of 

the Ottoman Viceroy in. Egypt, Muhammad 'All, had su.ccessfally 

invaded the Hijaz and defeated the VahhiMs. 
9 

With the SharTfain forces' defeat by the Sa'udis in 

the Hijaz, Eajj revenues had declined considerably. Thus, 
i 

the Sublime Porte decreed to the Viceroy of Egypt, Muhammad 

'ALr, that the holy cities of Malckah .and ill Madinah urust be 

returned to the possession of the Sultan. So, in 1.811 
m 

Muhammad 'All sent Egyptian forces tinder the command of his 

^ g 
son, lusun Pasha, to the port of Tanbu'. One year later 

Makilcahj A.1 Wadlnah, and At, Faf'if were under Egyptian control, 
9 > 

and by 1813 Egyptian forces under the guidance of Muhammad 

'Air, himself, had subdued the Sa'udi forces in A1 

Qunfudhah and Taraba. By 1815, after the losses In the Bijaz 
9 

6. Halford L. Hoskins, ''Background of the British 
Position in Arabia", Middle East Journal, 1 C1947), 137—^7. 

7. Kamal Salibi, A History of Arabia (Delinar, New 
"York: Caravan Books, 1980)p'~. 160 

8. For more details see Salibi's A History of Arabia. 
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and. a defeat in Oman, 'i\bd Allah i"bn Sa'ud ibn fA.bd al-rilzTz 

signed an ephemeral truce with the Egyptians recognizing 

Q 
Hanakiyah as the boundary between their respective politi

cal spheres. But 3 the truce -was ended as the Egyptian 

forces, Led by NEuhaminad ,ALr,s competent son, Ibrahim Pasha 3 

advanced eastward capturing 'ilbd Allah and completely 

destroying tine capital of M Dar'Tya. Thus, by 1818 the 

House of Sa'ud had been toppled, and '*u.ntil 1840, Egypt 

kept hold of the Eijaz and maintained a watch over 

IMajd. While Britain , having just signed a treaty of 

friendship "with the Saltan of Oman and on good terras -with 

the Porte, "was beginning to de-veiop some anxiety over the 

Eg/ptlans. 

By the fourth decade of the nineteenth century the 

dynamics of international politics had taken a turn. The 

Trench were renewing their colonial furor but in the direc

tion of the Hew World, and the British were on the threshold 

of gaining a trade monopoly in the Gulf. While Muhammad ' A.11 
» 

had visions of a new Caliphate and "had armies along the 

Euphrates, Central Arabia3 £emen, the Hijaz, and was known to 
9 

"be conducting secret negotiations with the Shah of Persia."''"''' 

9. flanaklya is a viLlage located approximately 75 
kilometers northeast of A1 MadTnah or approximately 2 5 
degrees north latitude and 40 degrees east longitude. 

10. Salibi j p. 175-

11. Hoskinsa p. 1*11. 



Thus j it became obvious that Taysal ibn TurlciT's ceding of 

territory to Waharnmai 'illi in I838 was of no economic design. 

bat rather more orf strategic "value . Control of Arabia would 

allow Muhammad 'All to unite with S^ri-a., the coffee markets 
•ya. 

of "Yemera, and the rich ports of the GuLf. 

A.s a result of "tine Egyptian gains and the threat they 

represent eel to the Ottomans, the British developed a more 

aggressive role in the region. En l8Uo combined Ottoman and. 

British forces defeated the Egyptians in Syria forcing an 

Egyptian withdrawal from Arabia. Thus, during the period of 

18 43-65, due to a "bet-lance of influence between the Ottomans 

~ 1H 
in the Hijaz and the British in the GuLf,11 there "was a 

9 

minor revival of the House of Sa'ud when during the second 

reign of Faysal ibn Turk! ibn 'Abd .Allah, Ha'il and A1 Hasa 

were conquered and pro-'WahhaVis were installed as their 

allies. This resurgence seems to have been done with the 

bLessing of the British because it Icept the Ottomans out of 

Eastern Urafeia and ,ffrightened the rulers of Bahrain, ilbu 

Zaby, and Oman into accepting increasing measures of British 
9 

L2. Faysal's^f irst reign was from 1834 to 1837- In 
between his reigns Khalid ibn Saru.£ (1837 ) and 'Abd Allah 
ibn Thunayyan Led the House of Sa'ud due to their pro-
Egyptian sympathies. 

L3. Salifci. p. 17" 7. It is interesting to note that 
when Nuljaffimad ' A.11 gained control of AL Mukha in 183^, he 
broke the British trade monopoly by demanding that half the 
coffee crop go to Cairo and the other half was to go to 
American interlopers. 

L4. Salihi, p. 191. 
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protection In addition * the British recognized a new 

threat being manifested by the government of Napoleon. III. 

In 1856 the Egyptian Pasha, Sa'ii, granted a ninety-

nine year concession to the French engineer, Ferdinand de 

Lesseps, to build the Suez Canal. This concerned the British 

as their traditional, concern in the region derived from the 

necessity of securing the trade routes to the "jewel" of the 

empire—India. Thus, "both. Britain and France began to de

velop more "vigorous policies with the "unknown quantity" of 

inner Arabia—-the House of Sa'ud. While this is an interest

ing subject, it is not within the parameters of this paper to 

go beyond the mere recognition of these significant policies. 

Wore important, we must he aware of the policies and the 

effect they may have had on travelers' perceptions. 

In 1865, "with the death of Faysal ibn Turki, the 

quarrels of his sons, 'Ahd Allah and Sa'ud, resulted in a 

decline of Sa'udT influence. Thus, Talal ibn al-Rashid, with 

the support of Local tribes of Jahal Shammar, broke away from 

the hegemony of the Sa'udis and deveLoped the most powerful 

force in the Naj d. In fact 5 the Ibn al-Hashid dynasty suc

ceeded in winning the support of the Ottomans, who were about 

to enter into an alliance with the Germans, and were able to 

extend their suzerainty over the Syrian Desert as far north 

as Palmyra. With this accomplished, the AL-Rashids were abLe 

15. SaLibi, p. 19L. 



18  

"1 — 
to contribute to a farther decline of Riyadh the Sa'udi 

capital, by "diverting most of the caravan trade and pil-

1 7 
grims of central and southern Najd to their own terri

tory.""''^ Finally, in 1887, the Al-Rashids occupied Riyadh 

and placed it under a RashrdT amir. In 1890 , 'Abd al-Bahman, 

leader of the House of Sa'ud, was forced to flee to Kuwait 

under the protection of the Sabah. family and Shaikh Mubarak. 

The Sa'udis remained Ln Kuwait until 1902, when under the' 

leadership of 'Abd al-'Aziz i"bn 'Afad al-Rahman the Sa'udis 

quietly regained Riyadh and within a year were, once again, 

masters of central and southern Najd. 

At this juncture of the study it is imperative to 

kieep in mind that the WahhabT movement was more than a reli

gious revival. I suggest it was an ethnic as well as 

religious manifestation of the Najdis reacting to the humil

iation they felt towards the Ottoman and, later, European 

encroachments on A-rabia. The movement, -with religion as its 

tool, was a means of self-preservation of what the inhab

itants perceived as their way of life. 

__ _ 16. Ad Dar'lya was completely destroyed by Ibrahim 
Pasha's forces in 183.8. In 1821, while Egyptian security 
was tight in the Hijaz, Najd remained of 2:ess importance to 
Egyptian security' Thus, a cousin of Sa'ud ibn 'Abd al-Azxz, 
lei a revolt and chose Riyadh as his new capital, which it 
has remained to this day. 

17. Pilgrims from Iraq and Persia usually followed 
this route. 

18. Salibi, p. 193 



CHAPTER. H 

AGENTS, SOLDIERS AND A-DYENFTTJEERS 

In 1503 the Italianj Ludovicodi Yarthema, success

fully penetrated tine holy city of Malclcah and the Hijaz 

"ceased to be unknown" By the end of the sixteenth cen

tury the western Europeans had broken the Ottoman, monopoly of 

east-west trade. Yet, prior to the landing of Carsten. 

Niebiahr* and his Danish party at Juddah in 176 2 "Little else 

faside from the general features of the Holy Cities] had been 
p 

learned of the Hijaz hut a string of place-names..As 

European pilgrims did not provide narrative about the inter

ior of Arabia until the nineteenth century, the objective of 

this chapter is to introduce the most significant trarelers 

to Arabia during the period from 1800 to 1899. Concurrently, 

the intent is to describe each traveler's possible motives 

for travel, and describe what subjects their narrative con

centrates on and how it contributes to our study. Specific 

1. Yarthema, also, accomplished the goal of travel
ing through Yemen. "All later European pilgrims, -who have 
known his narrative, have borne witness to its succinct 
fidelity in as far as concerns Mecca... All the prospects, 
passes, and valleys which Yarthema noted have been recog
nized." In: Hogarth, p. 65. 

2. For more details on travel In iirabia, also see: 
Robin BidvreLlj Travellers in Arabia (Hew 'fork;: The Hainlyn 
Publishing Group Limited, 1976). 

19 
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details from each account as they pertain to this thesis will 

be treated with greater depth in chapters four and five. 

Alsoj for organizational purposes 3 have separated the trav

elers into the categories of agents, soldiers and adventurers. 

The segregation of the travelers into these groups cannot 

always be absolute. The travelers, who entered Arabia 

overtly as military personnel of a nation, can be categorized 

as soldiers. Likewise, those,, who traveled covertly as spies 

for a government -which had political designs on Arabia, can 

be labeled as agents. Similarily, some of the travelers had 

seemingly political motives "but were not employe! at the time 

of their sojourn, "by a government; while others had romantic 

reasons for accepting the challenge of traveling in Arabia. 

"Yet, my research suggests some of these romantic travelers 

had rather dubious backgrounds prior to their travels. In 

fact, there is evidence to suggest that some of these dubious 

personalities had. been traveling for the sole purpose of 

promoting a political ideal. But, as the evidence on these 

questionable adventurers is not conclusive, I have chosen to 

classify these mysterious wayfarers as adventurers. Thus, it 

is imperative at this juncture to keep in mind while reading 

the descriptions of each traveler the arbitrary manner in 

which I have placed each traveler in the .categories. 
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Agent s 

Oar first traveler journeyed across North Africa 

"dietermined at last to visit the Muslim countries; and while 

engaged in performing a pilgrimage to Mecca, to observe the 

manners, customs, and nature of the countries which [he] 

should pass."^ Entering Flaklcah in 1807, 'All Be^ el-Abbas si 

"was the first to give the West a s-ysteinatic account of 

Li 
Mecca...and the first to fix its exact position.'" Also,-his 

account provides us with -valuable Information of the Hijaz 
S 

when tine Holy Cities of Maklcah and A1 Madinah were under the 

suzerainty of the House of Sa'ud. Thus, he provides us with 

vital perceptions of the Wahhabi movement . On tine other 

hand, his narrative shows a copious amount of embellishment 

which, seemingly, "was the result of his ignorance of the sub

ject he wrote about. 

Who -was 'All Bey? Mo "where in his writings did he 

divulge information about himself. He was a Spaniard named 
c; 

Domingo Badia y Leblich who had studied Arabic in Valencia. 

Evidence suggests he was employed by "Napoleon -whose interest 

in the Muslim world is well known."^ In fact, he was known 

3. Bidwell, p. 27. 

U. Bidwell3 p. 31-

5. Zahra Preeth and "Winstone, Explorers of 
Arabia (London: (Jeorge Allen and Unwln, 1978), p. 101. 

6. Bidwellj p. 29. 
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to have been received by Bonaparte several tines and in 18l8 

he lied, according to French sources, as the xesu.lt of poison 

given to hirn by the British Secret Service'. 

In 184-5 the first European traveler entered the city 

of ffa'il. One Georg August ¥alLin3 a Swedish national of 

Finnish extraction, "was an Aratist who passed through the 

Jabal Shammar as a doctor and •vaccinator. ffe was "seat by 

the Egyptian viceroy, EMohammad 'Alii, to estimate the -worth, 

of the Al-lasbdd rivalry [with the A1 Sa'ud] in the Najd."^ 

Ultimately, his objective was to travel to south Najd and the 

g 
Temen to study the ancient language of Himyaritlc. Unfor-

o 
tunately, on neither of his trips to Arabia was he able to 

go further south than Ha'il because of the insecurity of the 

roads to Riyadh in 1845 and because in 18*48 he was suspected 

of being a Christian while in Ha'il. 

, Wallin "examined •with, greater care, and recorded with 

more scientific precision, than anyone who has followed hiin, 

t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  J a h a L  S h a m m a r Y e t  ,  

his narrative is rather short and contains very little data 

on the Wahhabis. This is a great loss to history in light of 

T. Hogarth, p. 160. 

8. M. Traut z j "G..A. Wallin and 'The Penetration of 
-Arabia'," The Geographical Journal, 76 (August 1930), 2^8-52. 

9. Unfortunately, the narrative of ¥allin's second 
sojourn in Arabia was unavailable. 

10. Hogarth, p. 166. 
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11 
the fact he was such a capable Arabist and. was the only 

western traveler to go directly from Ha'il to AL Madinah. 

Thus, prior to the next traveler. Lieutenant Richard Burton 

of the Indian Army, the secrets of Arabia Deserta, of the 

Wafud and Hajd, had been revealed only fleetingly to the West. 

Sir Richard Burton was a man of vast talents. He 

spoke a dozen languages fluently; he was a master of dis

guise; and he was a traveler -with courage, tenacity and a 

lively curiosity in people, their politics, and their 

religion. Yet, he "was a paradox. "His pride in Englishness 

and passionate concern with England's glory could not reduce 

the distance which his continental upbringing and unusual 

12 
temperament had put between him and his countrymen." 

Burton's travels were financed .by the Boyal Geograph

ical Society and the Government of India provided him with a 

year's lea-ve from his military duties to study Arabic. His 

objective in 1853 wa-s to make a successfully disguised pil

grimage to the Holy Cities of the Hijaz, and, 1 suspect, to 
J 

gain strategic information for the Crown. Unfortunately, as 

great a traveler, observer, and Arabist as Burton was, his 

11. Wallin did his dissertation on the differences 
between classical and modern Arabic. 

12. Kathryn lidrick, Heart-beguiling Araby (New 
"York;: Cambridge University Press, 1981), p. 65. Also see: 
Thomas J. Assad, Three Victorian Travellers CLondon: 
Houtledge and Kegan Paul, 1964). 
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narrative is a copious amount of notes and descriptions of 

superb quality which provide very little insight on the 

Wahhabis since his sojourn took place in the Hija2 only 
9 

which at the time was under Ottoman hegemony. In. fact, the 

impression one gets from his writings is that he was Longing 

for personal fame by promoting the interests of imperial 

England. But, he was not "English" enough to understand the 

feelings that his English prestige was damaged by his accoin-

inodation to foreign customs. Contrarily, the next agent 

sent to Arabia in 1862-63 did penetrate the Nafud and Ufajd, 

bat his hook: Is filled with impressions as he was unable to 

take many notes during his journey while under the disguise 

as a Syrian doctor because of the dangers of suspicion of 

being a Christian. 

William Gifford Palgrave met "with the Pope and 

KTapoleon III while giving lectures to raise money in Europe 

IS 
for Lebanese Christians. He said his goal was "the desire 

of "bringing the stagnant "waters of Eastern life into contact 

13. Tidrick3 p. 66. 

14. Many later travelers questioned the authenticity 
of Palgrave's narrative. It must be remembered that 
Palgrave's entire book is tased on reflections of his trav
els. Also, he claims to have lost his notes due to a ship
wreck off the coast of Oman. 

15. After a brief military commission in Bombay, he 
resigned to become a Jesuit missionary and later spent two 
years in Beirut. In Syria he was toiora as Father Michel 
Cohen. 
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16 
•with the quickening stream of European progress." Thus, 

in reality Palgrave was an agent of the French. 7ets lilce 

Burton tits perception of his national identity was scarred. 

Unlike Burton, who was English by race tut not in his up

bringing, Palgrave was English in his upbringing "but not 

wholly by race due to the fact his father had been a Jew who 

converted to Christianity. Seemingly preoccupied with race 

during his travels, Palgrare's nationalism appears to have 

17 
been allied with a sense of cosmopolitanism. This made it 

possible for him to serve any nation which to him seemed 

worthy of de-votion. SOj one can only assume his previously 

mentioned desire to bring the stagnant "waters of the East in 

contact with European progress was in support of the 

Napoleonic vision of two Arab empires; one empire east of the 

Suez- and the other west of the Suez with both, of course, 

under French hegemony. 

Since no traveler had heen to Hajd since Captain 

1 8 
George T. Sadlier in 1819, Palgra^ve provided Europe with 

the first accounts of the tribal politics of inner Arabia due 

to his "visits with Talal ibn al-Rashid of Ha* 11 and 'Hbd 

Allah ihn Faysal Ibn Sa'ud of Riyadh- Furthermore, his nar-

rative provides in depth descriptions of Wahhabi practice. 

16. Bidwell, p. 76. 

17. lidrick, p. 9 0 .  

18. Sadlier's travels across the width of the penin
sula will be covered below. 
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ALso j as he believed he had discovered the "pure Arabs" in 

the settle-d -Arabs of N"ajd, his loathing descriptions of the 

Bedouin challenged the traditional portrait of the noble 

savage. Phus^ while many travelers -who followed Palgrave 

were skeptical of his writings, he does provide this study 

with "valuable data on the inhabitants of the KTaJd and Jabal 

Shairmar -

An Italian, who lived in the levant for* over a dec

ade worrying for the French Postal Service, was sent to Jabal 

Shanwiar two years after Palgrave. Carlo Guarmani wandered 

with the tribes and became a specialist on Arabian horses and 

tribal structure. 'While his book is invaluable to horse 

enthusiasts, it makes very little contribution to this study. 

On this blank note, our discussion enters the category of the 

travelers who went to Arabia overtly- as military personnel,. 

Soldiers 

When Napoleon Bonaparte's army was occupying northern 

Italy in the early years of the nineteenth centuryj a young 

Italian educated according to the wishes of his family to be 

a Roinan Catholic priest was conscripted by the French. 

Opposed to performing military duty in the service of 

Napoleonj Giovanni Pinati escaped from his duty on the east

ern shores of the A-driatic to become a Muslim and a member of 

the Albanian Corps. After a short term in Albania3 the 
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young soldier" escaped to Egypt where he came under the good 

graces of CCusun Pasha and became, again, a member of the 

Ottoman forces. Thus, in 1.811, when the Egyptian forces In

vaded the Hijaz -to subdue the Wahhab5s, Finatl -was member of 
3 

the infantry as a mercenary. 

Finatl's short narrative Is suspect. His claimed 

fluency in Arabic is, likewise, questionable as he relies 

very heavily on the recordings of 'All Bey for information 

on. the Local manifestations and his historical information 

is quite unconvincing. Yet, as an active participant in the 

Egyptian-WahhabT battles, he does provide a rare, first-hand 

account of the Egyptian enemy. 

Following the news of Ibrahim Pasha's crushing de

feat of the Sa'udi forces at Ad Dlr'lya in 1818, the British 

dispatched Captain George F. Sadller to congratulate the sort 

of Muhammad 'ALT. What they initially intended to be a short 
« 

trip in A.1 Hasa, eventually took the captain across the 

width of the Arabian Peninsula until he, finally, caught up 

with the young pasha near the Bed Sea coast. Bu.t, in the 

process, due to his dedication and persistence, Sadlier not 

only accomplished the goal of presenting the gift of a svrord 

20 
and discussing a possible British-Egyptian alliance, hut, 

L9. Because he saw a dim future for himself In _ 
Albania due to the low status he had -with the local pasha, 
he fled to Egypt. 

20, Ibraham told Sadlier he "was not at liberty to 
discuss such a__possibility without first discussing the mat
ter with, the Pasha of Egypt, Muljammad 'Air. 
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ultimately j provided Europe 'with its first "longitudinal 

2 2 
intervals "between the principal points in Central Arabia." 

Consequently, his narrative provides a picture of the de

struction of Arabia in the wake of the Egyptian army's vic

tory. Unfortunately, Sadlier's blitzkrieg and his contempt 

for the natives resulted In Inis book contrih-uting very little 

to this discussion. 

Thus far, none of the travelers have entered ilrabia 

from the east or tine south, tut as the result of the signing 

of the Treaty of Peace In 1820 v/ith Sayyid Sa'id itn Sultan 

of Muscat, the British "became more concerned, -with tine activi

ties of the maritime Urabs north of Mas cat who were in alli

ance with the House of Sa'ud or at least sympathetic to tine 

"Watnhabl doctrine. In 1835-36 , a British naval officer, 

James R. Wellsted, was encouraged "by Sayyid. Sa'id to travel 

into the hinterlands of Muscat. Regardless of the fact that 

Wellstedj admittedly, lenew little Arabic and often made mls-

talces in understanding what people said to him, he con

tributed to our knowledge of Oman. Furthermore3 while he 

failed in his objective to reach Uajd, his encounters with 

21. His book was not published until 1866 when the 
Bombay government; released his notes. 

22. Hogarth, p. 115. 

23. Bidwell, p. 208. 
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VJahhabis under the realm of A1 Buraymi provide this study 

with data on the parameters of Sa'udi political spheres of 

influence. 

Nearly thirty years after Wellsted, another British 

officer entered Arabia and traveled overland from Kuwait to 

Riyadh. Colonel Lewis Felly, the British Resident of the 

Gulf in Bushehr, was motivated to visit Paysal ibn Sa'ud in 

1865 for a variety of reasons. One, he wanted to ameliorate 

the animosity against the British due to their anti-slavery 

proceedings in the region and the confrontations which had 

resulted with the maritime Arabs who were under the suzer

ainty of the House of Sa'ud. Two, he wanted to add to his 

previous laurels and prove wrong "the view of the Royal 

Geographical Society that no European could go safely to 

Riyadh." Three, as practically little had been learned 

about the Najd since the days of Ptolemy, Pelly hoped to plot 

the critical geographical positions of Riyadh and its hinter

land. Plus, it cannot be excluded that the British suspected 

the French of overtures in the area, and, as previously men

tioned, they desired an alliance in Central Arabia to act as 

24. A1 Buraymi is located in southeastern Arabia on 
the present-day border between the United Arab Emirates and 
Oman. 

25. Previously, Pelly traveled solo from Tehran to 
India via Qandahar. 

26. Bidwell, p. 144. 
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a buffer against the Ottoman presence in the Hijaz. 

"Pelly seems to have spent most of his time question-

27 ing his escort" as he gathered a great deal of information 

about the Sulaib, the gypsies of the desert. Likewise, with 

his visit to the Wahhabi capital, his report provides infor

mation on internal politics. Yet, Pelly's ethnocentric at

titudes and deficiency in Arabic deprived him of recording 

the very astute observations of our first idealist. 

Adventurers 

28 
John Ludwig Burckhardt went to London in 1805 

where he met Sir Joseph Banks, a promoter of the Association 

29 
for Promoting the Discovery of Africa. Upon offering his 

services to Banks, Burckhardt received a grant to study at 

Cambridge where he took courses in Arabic, chemistry, as

tronomy and medicine because it was believed all these sub

jects were vital to his preparation as an explorer. When he 

finished at Cambridge, he was sent to Aleppo for two years 

27. Bidwell, p. 145 

28. Burckhardt was born in Lausanne in 1784 and 
received his higher education at German universities. Later 
he became well known in the West for his discoveries of 
Petra and Abu Simbel. 

29. Also known as the African Association. In the 
English Encyclopedia of Biography it is stated that "all the 
voyages of discovery which were made under the auspices of 
[the] government for the last thirty years of Sir Joseph 
Bank's life had either been suggested by him" or organized 
by him. This suggests the possibility that Burckhardt was 
a covert, British agent. 
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where he mastered his Arabic by studying Arabic Literature, 

memorizing the Kur'an and frequently traveling with the badw 
» | — ~ • 

into the Syrian Desert. 

The initial goal of Burckhardt, prior to entering the 

Hijaz, was to travel up the Nile and overland to Timbuktu, 
) 

but having an apparent fascination with the East and believ

ing the title of "hajji" would later benefit him on his trav

els into the interior of Africa, the hearty traveler changed 

his disguise of a Syrian beggar to that of an Egyptian 

gentleman and his itinerary to include the Holy Cities. 

Since he was in the Hijaz during the occupation of Mohammad 
J • 

'Ali and his forces, much of his narrative of the WahhaMs is 

second-hand. Nonetheless, his excellent descriptions of 

everyday-life, as the result of his excellent linguistic 

skills are unsurpassed. Specifically, his perceptions of -the 

Wahhabis and their practices is a major contribution to this 

study. In fact, even the usually critical Burton praised the 

work of Burckhardt. 

Charles Montague Doughty was of a much different com

position than his predecessors but of equal capabilities. 

Driven by his earlier failure to be accepted in to the Boyal 

Navy, he was motivated by a deep devotion to serve his 

country to the best of his ability and to remain loyal to the 

Christian faith. Thus, unlike earlier travelers, he did not 

travel in disguise; he openly claimed his Judeo-Christian 

heritage. Likewise, he was not subsidized nor employed by 
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anyone during his sojourn. Entering Arabia with images which 

were those of the Bible, his goal was to be the first European 

to see and describe the ruins of Mada'in Salih. But, as he 
9 3 

pointed out in the preface to the second edition of Arabia 

Deserta, his travels in Arabia were3 also, "a logical exterx-

sion of his interest in the 'Story of the Earth*. . In 

time, Arabia became a land which he began to associate with. 

Q"L 
the beginning of things—of Christianity. "Yet, his motives 

for penetrating deeper into Arabia and enduring the hard

ships of life with the Bedouin have never been clearly ex

plained. 

Since Doughty's sojourn took place in the Hafud and 

northern Najd contemporaneously with the decline of the 

power of the House of Sa'ud, his narrati-ve provides valuable 

data on Al-Bashld and Al-Sa'ud. Likewise, because Doughty 

spent most of his time, unlike many of the other travelers, 

living amongst the Bedouins, he paints a picture of tribal 

relations and the parameters of Sa'udi 'hegemony amongst the 

various tribes. Thus, he provides a contrast with respect 

to possible differences of FahhabT practices between the no

madic mode of production and the agriculturalist mode of 

production. 

30. Tidrick, p. 138. 

31. Tidrick, p. 139. 
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"Nine months after Doughty, the Blunts entered 

— 32 
Ha'il..." The last of our travelers, their account is no 

less unique. First, Lady Anne Blunt was the first European 

woman to enter the heart of Arabia. Second, she provides our 

only female perspective. Third, the Blunts were the only 

husband-wife combination amongst our travelers. Initially, 

one is left with the impression tlneir motives for travel were 

33 
romantic in nature. Yet, research on Wilfred Blunt sug

gests he perceived himself as someone destined for a special 

mission to Arabia; a mission in which he would strike "a blow 

for the principal of aristocracy" and by going to Arabia he 

would provide the leadership for a movement whose purpose 

would be that of restoring the Caliphate from Istanbul to 

Makkah.^ ̂ 

As the Blunts spent a considerable amount of time as 

guests of Muhammad ibn al-Rashid in Ha'il, their descriptions 

provide perceptions of practices of Wahhabism which were not 

under the suzerainty of the Sa'udi dynasty suggesting that 

VJahhabi and Sa'udi are not synonymous. As this concludes the 

32. Bidwell, p. 148 

33. The Blunt's first love was Arabia. Wilfred had 
a deep appreciation for the poetry of the Arabs, and Lady 
Anne was said to have spoken classical Arabic without a flaw. 
Plus, Muhammad ibn Aruk of Palmyra, one of their companions, 
was traveling to the Najd in search of a wife. Unfortunately, 
they did not travel south of HH'il. They traveled to Baghdad 
with a caravan of Persians returning from the Hajj. 

34. Tidrick, p. 124. 
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descriptions of the individual travelers j we now turn to the 

analysis of the travelers' perceptions. 



CHAPTER 5 

TRAVELERS' PERCEPTIONS OF WAHHABISM 

Prior to the nineteenth century, Europeans knew very 

little about Islam and knew even less about Wahhabism. The 

reasons for this lacuna were twofold: One, for centuries 

many states of Christian Europe, possibly with the exception 

of the French and the Venetians, had hostile relations with 

the Ottoman Empire. Two, because of Ottoman hostility to 

the Islamic revival of the Wahhabis and the geographical 

obscurity, Europe's knowledge of the revival was practically 

non-existent. Thus, at this juncture the objective is to 

evaluate how the travelers viewed the Wahhabis. 

As previously mentioned, most of the contemporary 

travelers came to Arabia for politically related motives. 

Some of them had a good, working knowledge of Arabic and even 

fewer had a knowledge of Islamic lav; and possessed the neces

sary academic tools for in-depth, cross-cultural observation. 

Yet, their perceptions of the Wahhabis may possibly be the 

foundation upon which the West built its attitudes towards 

contemporary Saudi Arabia. So, a survey of the travelers' 

perceptions may provide possible explanations for the devel

opment of current Western attitudes towards this vital 

location in the world. 

35  
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Throughout the travelers' accounts continual refer

ence is made to the Wahhabis' abhorrance of Muslims of the 

East. Many described this attitude as something character

istic of the Wahhabi by nature. Could it be that many of 

the travelers were unfamiliar with the historical animosity 

Arabs have been known to have towards, for example, Turks 

and Persians? Or, having first learned of the Wahhabi 

through Ottoman description, could the travelers have devel

oped a tendency to associate all things negative with the 

Wahhabi? While we cannot generalise one way or the other, 

these are important considerations to keep in mind. 

The first travelers to Arabia entered often having 

heard "the Wahhabis have a new religion, and that, although 

they acknowledged the Kur'an, they have abolished the pil

grimage to Mecca."1 In 1807, 'Ali Bey described how Sa'ud 

ibn Muhammad decreed that "all pilgrims and soldiers... 

belonging to the Sharif, should quit Mecca...preparatory to 

2 
their being sent out of Arabia." Burckhardt, in his nar

rative viewed this as a vulgar viewpoint. To squelch this 

type of accusation being leveled against the revival, he said 

it was "false to assert as the Turks have done, that the 

1. J.L. Burckhardt, Notes on Bedouin and Wahabys 
(London: Henry Colburn and Richard Bentley, 1831), II, 103. 

2. Domingo Badia y Leblich, Travels of Ali Bey 
(London: Longman, Hurst, Pees, Orme, and Brown, 1816), II, 
124. 
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pilgrimage to al-Madina was abolished by the Wahhabis."^ 

"[They] did not refuse to admit pilgrims from all quarters 

[of the world] into the holy cities [as long as] they behave 

in decorum and not assuming aims of supremacy in these 

h 
countries." ks the great Dutch Arabist, C. Snouck 

Hurgronje, wrote of the strict Wahhabi: "Mekka is gone to 

for the Pilgrimage, but to the Wahhabi Mekka had become [a] 

corrupt town Lnto which the devil had imported all sorts of 

5 — 
immortality under the name of culture." But, when 'All Bey 

was in Makkala, he noted that the "Wahhabis were in the pro

cess of destroying the chapel upon the summit of Mount 

g 
Arafat" which, according to Islamic traditions, is where 

Adam and Eve were re-united after a long separation and, 

subsequently, the chapel was built by Adam. 

In his booK Penetration of Arabia, Hogarth quotes 

Burckhardt as having said that Wahhabi action "was dictated 
7 

by [a] sincere desire to put an end to abominable practices.'" 

In earlier years, 'AlT Bey commented on how "the Wahhabis 

[looked] upon the annual present from Constantinople, the 

3. Burckhardt, II, 200. 

4. Burckhardt, II, 103. 

5. C. Snouck Hurgronje, Mekka in the Latter Part of 
the 19th Century (Leiden: n.p., n.d.), p. 6. 

6. Badia y Leblich, II, 67. 

7. Hogarth, p. 79. 
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carpet, for the sepulchre of al-Madina as a sin" because 

Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab had viewed the Turks as heretics 

guilty of practicing shirk and bid'a. Yet, Burckhardt wrote 

that "the only difference between his [Wahhabi] sect and 

the orthodox Turks, however improperly so termed, is that 

the Wahhabis rigidly follow the same laws which others 
Q 

neglect..." Forty years later, Burton wrote that the 

"Wahhabis consider it blasphemy to assert that a mere man 

can stand the Creator and the creature on the last day."10 

In conclusion, there was pretty much a concensus amongst 

the travelers the main objection the Wahhabis had with 

other Muslims was the practice of saint worship. Many of 

the travelers discussed the hostile destruction of domes, 

shrines, and ornamental tombs by the Wahhabis. Furthermore, 

they suggested this destructive practice served to inflame 

the fanaticism of the disciples which, if I may suggest, 

also, served to expand the Sa'udi political spheres of 

influence * 

All of the travelers made continual reference to 

other practices which were considered sinful by the WahhabTs. 

8. Badia y Lebich, II, 66. 

9. Burckhardt, II, 112. 

10. Sir Richard Burton, Personal Narrative of a 
Pilgrimage to al-Madina and Meccah (New York: Dover 
Publications, Inc., 1964), I, 318. 



Burton constantly made reference to smoking couches, smoking 

shishas (pipes), and other smoking paraphernalia as contrary 

to the Wahhabis doctrine. Palgrave once asked Faysal ibn 

Muhammad why his sect prohibited tobacco. The monarch re

plied that the Kur'an prohibited all intoxicating substances 

and the Prophet prohibited his followers from using anything 

that had been burned or singed with fire."^ In fact, all 

suggested smoking tobacco was the principal means of in

flaming the Wahhabis against the Turks or infidels. 

Yet, the travelers give different perceptions of the 

Wahhabis' tolerance towards these acts of sin. Doughty 

suggests smoking was tolerated within the confines of the 

12 
house in all the Najd. Burckhardt made similar remarks. 

Yetj when Palgrave suggested to 'Abd Allah ibn Paysal ibn 

Muhammad he chew tobacco for a tooth ailment, the prince 

refused, saying tobacco was absolutely forbidden. One sus

pects the travelers perceived some of the Arabs as Wahhabis 

who may have, in fact, been strict Hanbalites, and the 

travelers were >• either, unable to distinguish a Wahhabi from 

1^ — other Hanbalites J or the Arabs professed Wahhabism out of 

11. William G. Palgrave, A Year's Journey Through 
Central and Eastern Arabia (London: Macmillan and Company, 
1873), p. 283. 

12. Charles M. Doughty, Travels in Arabia Deserta 
(London: Bani and Liveright, 1923), I, 247. 

13. Wahhabis are followers of the Hanbalite school 
but not all HanbalTs are Wahhabis. 
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fear. Finati confirmed this notion, when in his description 

of the enemy at the battle of Taraba, he wrote that they 

were supporters of the House of Sa'ud in their battle 

against the Egypt Ions not necessarily because they were fol

lowers of luhammed ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab, but rather out of 

fear of the Sa'udT vengeance and their common hatred for the 

foreign invaders, furthermore, 'AlT Bey said in describing 

the contradictory nature of the inhabitants of Yanbu': 

"[They] have taken, the name of Wahhabis...because of fear... 

[Yet,] they smolce publicly in the streets, a dreadful sin in 

14 
the eyes of their reformers, whom they curse openly." 

In the late eighteenth century representatives of 

Muhammad ibn fAb& al-Wahhab were sent to Cairo to present the 

writings of their founder to the learned men of al-Azhar in 

defense of claims leveled against themselves as heretics. 

Upon the examination of the creed, the 'ulama' viewed 

Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab's writings as non-heretical. 

While many of the travelers quoted the 'ulama' as having 

recognized the Wahhabi doctrine as the same as any orthodox 

Muslim; they made continual reference to offenses considered 

unique to the Wahhabi doctrine which distinguished the 

Wahhabi from other submitters to Allah. 'Ali Bey said "all 

[Muslims] let a fcuft of hair grow upon the crown of their 

14. Badia y Leblich, II, 161. 
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— — 1"5 
head," but a Wahhabl views this as sinful. In the de

scription of a man of Ha'il, Lady Anne Blunt said the wear-

16 
ing of silk or gold ornaments was not tolerated. On the 

other hand, Palgrave pointed out that while it may be for

bidden to use silk or gold as part of apparel, "it may be 

17 employed with [a] safe conscience in decorating weapons." 

With more depth than his contemporaries, Palgrave 

explained other offenses according to Wahhabism. He de

scribed the dyeing of the beard as forbidden as it was viewed 
-I Q 

as an unlawful encroachment on the rights of the Creator, 

and "a good Wahhabi can only eat onions with [the] pre

caution of [a] careful mouth-rinsing and hand-washing after-

19 
wards, especially if prayer-time is near." He went on to 

say having light in the house after night prayers, the 

singing or the playing of any musical instrument, strolling 

the streets at night or entering a house empty of men at 

night, and street games by children were all offenses in 

15. Badia y Leblich, II, 52. 

16. Lady Anne Blunt, A Pilgrimage to Nejd (London: 
Frank Cass and Company, Ltd., 196b)7 Yet, when they were 
introduced to AmTr Talal, his apparel was laced with gold. 

17. Palgrave, p. 227. 

18. Palgrave, p. 314. 

19. Palgrave, p. 261. 
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—  2 0  
Wahhabism. Likewise, most of the travelers recognized the 

rosary which is demonstratably bid'a in Islam as forbidden 

to followers of Muhammad ibn rAbd al-Wahhab. Were these 

offenses actually contrary to the religious law of Muhammad 

ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab or were they, merely, contrary to local 

customs? 

In the first decade of the nineteenth century, when 

Sharif Ghalib was forced to submit to the suzerainty of 

Sa'ud ibn Muhammad, what religious changes did the Wahhabis 

21 — bring to the Haramain? 'Ali Bey wrote that the Wahhabis 

changed the positions of prayer for the Hanbali at the Grand 

22 
Mosque. Furthermore, he said the Wahhabis brought economic 

hardship to the Hijaz as the result of the religious re-
> 

23 
strictions they introduced. Likewise, he said, that aside 

from slowing the pilgrim traffic from Syria because of their 

refusal to allow the Porte's troops to escort the caravans, 

the Wahhabis attacked certain traditional rites of the pil

grims which they viewed as examples of shirk and bid'a. For 

example, they forbade the pilgrims to visit al-Jabal Nur 

20. Palgrave, p. 245. I found it interesting none 
of the travelers mentioned whether or not Wahhabi children 
were permitted to play with dolls. 

_ 21. garamain refers to the holy cities of Makkah and 
A1 Madinah. 

22. Badia y Leblich, II, 86. 

23. Augustus Ralli, Christians at Mecca (Port 
Washington, New York: Kennikat Press, 1909), p. 56. 
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where the Prophet was to have received his first relevations. 

Pilgrims were forbidden to visit the chapel where Muhammad 

was born, the home of Abu Talib, and former places of prayer 

by the Prophet and his early companions. Likewise, the 

shrines of Fatima bint Muhammad and other saints were put off 
• • 

limits. Thus, 'All Bey felt it ironic the Wahhabis forbid 

these "polytheistic" rites but allowed the pilgrimage tra

dition of throwing rocks at the devil's house at Mina! 

Initially, 'Ali Bey, like some of his contemporaries, 

held a general dislike for the Wahhabis, but upon their 

acquaintance and a discussion on their religion at Mount 

Arafat, he found good qualities and moderation in them. He 

suggested, in an ethnocentric manner, that "under suitable 

o h  
guidance they would be amenable to civilization." He felt 

many misconceptions of the Wahhabis and their practices were 

— — 2R 
because most pilgrims fled the Wahhabi in fear. J Even 

after 'Ali Bey was robbed by what he described as recent con

verts to Wahhabism, he continued to admire the religious 

purity of the revival. He said, "These young Wahhabites are 

not yet as pure as their brothers of the East." 

Obviously, Wahhabi practices differed throughout the 

peninsula. The travelers suggest the Wahhabi of the desert 

24. 

25. 

2 6 .  

Badia y Leblich, p. 69. 

Badia y Leblich, p. 62. 

Badia y Leblich, p. l6l. 
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•was different from the city dwellers. Doughty, who spent 

more time with the Bedouins than any other traveler, sug

gested the sedentary Wahhabi was taught prayers and reading 

"When the Bedouin -were ignorant of the doctrine. Pelly said 

the tribes "went from idolatry to Wahhabism without passing 

27 through any intermediate phase" of Islam. Also, in refer

ence to the Bedouin, Burckhardt said, The "Bedouins .. .who 

accepted the new faith, -were in general, wholly ignorant of 

20 
its true import and doctrine." Doughty described the 

_ 2 Q 
Al-Rashids as half-Wahhatis. Furthermore, upon entering 

northern Najd, Lady Anne commented that "the Muslims began 
•on 

to pray for a first tiirie."^ She wondered if this change in 

daily habits were due to their doubts of reaching the objec

tive or "merely a want to get into training for Najd, where 

— 31 
Wahhabism prevails and prayers are in fashion." In con

clusion, it is apparent the travelers could not make a clear 
_ __ -3 p 

distinction between Wahhabis and non-Wahhabis. This is not 

meant to imply the travelers' observations are of no value. 

27. Lewis Pelly, Report on a Journey to Riyadh in 
Central Arabia (Cambridge: Oleander Press, n.d.), p. 29. 

28. Burckhardt, II, 96. 

29. Doughty, I, 596. 

30. Blunt, p. 181. 

31. Blunt, p. 181. 

32. This is not meant to imply that this was unique 
to westerners. I doubt if Arabs or other Muslims could make 
the distinction in all instances. 



Rathers first it must be recognized that many of the trav

elers did not have a great deal of knowledge of Islamic 

— "3 3 
Jurisprudence, hadith. and the Kur'an. Certainly, most 11 • 

did not have much, if any knowledge, of the legal differ

ences between the four orthodox madhhabs. much less a firm 

understanding of the differences between a Wahhabi Hanbali 

and a non-Wahhabi Hanbali. Second, it needs to be recog

nized that these travelers, like most travelers, entered 

Arabia with sets of expectations and had an imposed reality 

of the environment and its inhabitants. Thus, the lacuna 

of perceptions is significant because they represented the 

West's basis for their present attitudes towards Wahhabis. 

33. Unfortunately, the skillful observer, 
Burckhardt, who was knowledgeable in these subjects died 
shortly after his sojourn to the HijSfz. Like the talented 
Burton, he never penetrated the Nijd. Also, I doubt if men 
like Sadlier and Pelly or the Blunts had the necessary 
training for such astute observation. 



CHAPTER 6 

TRAVELERS1 PERCEPTIONS OP THE HOUSE OP SA'UD 

What were the parameters of Wahhabi1 rule in the 

nineteenth century? How did the boundaries of Wahhabi 

suzerainty change during the century? What were the re

lations between the Wahhabis and the other inhabitants of 

2 the peninsula? While it is doubtful Muhammad ibn 'Abd 

al-Wahhab intended to establish a new dynasty, the reality 

is the House of Sa'ud evolved into a state in the twentieth 

century. Thus, the objective of this chapter is to evaluate 

the travelers' accounts as sources for further study of 

Wahhabi political manifestations in the nineteenth century. 

In 1807 ' Ali Bey observed the tension between Sharif 

Ghalib and Sa'ud ibn Muhammad. He wrote: "...not withstand

ing the faults of the Sharif and the sort of nullity to 

which the Wahhabites are daily reducing him...These conflicts 

resulted in the poor inhabitants not knowing who is their 

true master."J A few years later Burckhardt described the 

rise to power of the Wahhabis which resulted in the Porte 

1. The connotation of the word Wahhabi in this _ 
chapter refers to those who were heirs to Muhammad ibn Sa'ud. 

2. Burckhardt, II, 116. 

3. Badia y Leblich, II, 123. 

46 
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ordering Muhammad 'Ali to take action in the Hijaz: 

[The] Wahhabi chief...became the governor of 
the greater part of Arabia...[WahhabT rule] was 
founded upon the system of a Bedouin common
wealth. [The chief] was head of all sheikhs of 
tribes whose respective politics he directed, 
while all the Arabs remained within their tribes 
completely independent and at liberty, except, 
that they were now obliged to observe the strict 
sense of the law, and liable to punishment...^ 

In describing Ghalib's relations with the House of Sa'ud 

after his defeat, Burckhardt wrote: 

Ghalib enjoyed...more favorable conditions 
than those usually granted...[He was] left in 
possession of his towns and their incomes [and] 
several tribes remained under his control. He 
was not required to pay tribute. But custom 
duties in Juddah were renounced of all true 
WahhabTs.5 

He later pointed out that Wahhabi suzerainty was wide spread 

on the peninsula during the first decade of the century. He 

explained the Sa'udi realm was divided into the eight gov

ernorships of: A1 Hasa, A1 Arad, Jabal Shammar, A1 Haramain, 

Hijaz, and Yemen.^ Furthermore, Burckhardt was well aware 

of the geographical parameters of Wahhabi hegemony. He 

talked of the Sa'udi excursions into Syria, Mesopotamia, and 

Oman resulting in the forcing of the tribes from these areas 

paying tribute. Likewise, his suggestion that the Bedouin 

4. Burckhardt, II, 119. 

5. Burckhardt, II, 197. 

6. Burckhardt, II, 133. Unfortunately, Burckhardt 
did not explain the exact geographical boundaries of the 
governorships. 
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suffered most from the wars in the Hijaz was in agreement 
9 

with what Pinati had earlier mentioned. 

Unfortunatelyj there is a dearth of travelers' per

ceptions of the Wahhlifcisr politics in. the period from 1814 

to 1862. Sadlier's account expresses very graphically the 

destructive nature of the Egyptian invasion in the Najd. 

Likewise, Wellsted had numerous experiences with the WahhabTs 

while traveling in Oman, but his continual reference to 

tribes hostile to him as having been, under the hegemony of 

Riyadh are not very convincing. While Burton's accounts in 

the Hijaz only suggest a decline of Wahhabi power in the 
9 

region by the mere fact he had little to say about the poli

tics, specifically, of the House of Sa'ud. Thus, aside from 

the accounts of Burckhardt and 'All Bey in the Hijaz and 
9 

Palgrave's visit to Najd, not a great deal of data pertaining 

to Wahhabi political manifestations is available in the 

7 travel accounts. 

Palgrave and Pelly, to a less degree, provide a pic

ture of the Wahhahi revival under the second reign of Faysal 

ibn Muhammad from the period of I8M3 to 1865. Palgrave sug

gested it "must not be Csupposed] the Wahhabi government to 

be an unmixed wrong. Najd has the security it did not have 

before, but instead of 50 robbers to force on one's travels 

7. Note: The Najd was under the hegemony of the 
Egyptians during the period of 1818 to 1840. 
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there is now one [monopoly]...the government." While after 

visiting with King Faysal, Pelly described in his typical, 

Victorian fashion that "the Imam, himself, was a sensible 

and experienced man, yet, he was surrounded by some of the 

g 
most... dangerous and fanatical people." Both of these 

travelers seem to suggest the power of Faysal was not abso-

lute and the Wahhabis were forced to compromise some of their 

doctrine amongst the conquered. For example, in a discussion 

of the al-Murrah tribe, Pelly wrote that whenever the tribe 

was irritated with the WahhabT policies, fchey would threaten 

to go over to a religion they called "Seyed". Likewise, 

Palgrave mentioned the Wahhabis had "political success" in 

A1 Arad, A1 Sudair, A1 Washem and A1 Yemanah, but in A1 Hasa 

and Qassim they were forced to grant religious concessions 

in exchange for political sovereignty: Silk; was allowed in 

clothing but could not exceed a third; private vendors of 

tobacco were allowed in private confines; compulsory attend

ance at public prayer was not required; and roll call of 

names at mosques was omitted."1"'" 

As for the political relations of the Al-Rashid and 

the House of Sa'ud, Palgrave gives the most copious 

8. Palgrave, p. 197. 

9. Pelly, p. 51. 

10. Pelly, p. 30. 

11. Palgrave, p. 2 47. 
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descriptions. He reported Talal ibn Rashid attempted to 

placate Faisal's disappointment with him due to his failure 

to use capital punishment frequently by marrying one of 

Faysal's daughters, by prohibiting the "public" sale of 

tobaccoj and by encouraging the attendance of his people at 

12 — — 
public prayers. Also, he mentioned that ' Abd Allah Talal's 

father, during his lifetime had paid tribute to Paysal and 

was demoted to the cause of Wahhabism. Furthermore, this 

agent of Napoleon III described Vtfahhabi political economy 

similar with -what Burckhardt had earlier described and with 

what Pelly later suggests. 

They stated the principal duty of the Wahhabi amTr or 

1? 
the local shaikh was to execute Justice, recruit troops, 

Ik 
assist tax collectors, and maintain internal peace; but 

this system had its drawbacks. Palgrave said overtaxation 

and prohibition against adornment of metal work and clothing, 

the growing of tobacco in eastern Arabia, and the constant 

demand of conscripts hurt the local economies.In fact, 

a number of the travelers suggested the WahhabT desired to 

settle the Bedouin and the attraction of booty through raids 

12. Palgrave, p. 9^-

13. The local shaikhs were not to act as judges. 
The House of Sa'ud provided the judges. 

1^. The tribes "usually paid in horses and kind; 
while the townsmen paid in money or trade. 

15. Palgrave, p. 357. 



were contrary to the prosperity of commerce and agriculture. 

In addition, added to these economic demands were, claimed 

Palgrave, the additional expenses of presents, bribes, and 

l6 
local extortions. While Doughty discussed the practice of 

usury which many have contributed to the economic woes men

tioned by Palgrave, his travels were mainly amongst the badw 

and the Al-Rashid which at the time were outside of the 

Sa'udi sphere. 

The travelers to Najd, specifically, made reference 

to a tribunal of religious authorities who had regular weekly 

meetings with the king. In fact, during his visit, Palgrave 

described how "Every now and then zealous Wahhabi mission

aries from Riyadh [would] visit [Buraydah] to reform...and 

disobedience to the customs of the Najdi sect [resulted] in 

17 
referrals to the tribunal of the king." 1 Thus, indicating, 

as had earlier been suggested in this study, the inter

relationship of religion and politics and the oppression of 

Wahhabi rule. Also, this gives reason for the decline of the 

House of Sa'ud near the end of Faysal's reign along with 

Palgrave's vivid description of the quarrel which was taking 

place at the same time between Faysal's sons, 'Abd Allah 

and Sa'ud. 

16. Palgrave, p. 188. 

17. Palgrave, pp. 246-47. 



52 

While traveling in northern Najd thirteen years 

later, Doughty wrote of the Sa'udi decline of influence. He 

wrote Buraydah paid a yearly tribute to the Ottoman treas

ury.1® While in Tayma,1^ he made mention of the fact that 

the mosques were like those in Syria and, he felt, the area 

had never been under Wahhabi suzerainty. A few months later, 

the Blunts supported this view by emphasizing the strength 

of the al-Rashid under Talal. Lady Anne wrote "The greatness 

of Ibn Sa'ud and the Wahhabis had become a thing of the past20 

and it is not likely nor desirable that the old Wahhabi 

21 
Empire should be re-established on a centralized basis..." 

18. Doughty, I, 361. 

19. Tayma is north of Kaybar and south of Tabuk on 
the western rim of the Great Nafud Desert. 

20. Blunt, p. 119. 

21. Blunt, p. 272. 



CHAPTER 7 

CONCLUSION 

The importance of nineteenth-century travelers' ac

counts for the study of Wahhabism is paradoxical. The trav

elers' perceptions contribute very little towards a better 

understanding of the doctrine of the revival which was given 

birth to out of a pact formed between Muhammad ibn 'Abd 

al-Wahhab and Muhammad ibn Sa'ud. In fact, as more author

itative , indigenous sources have become available,1 the 

importance of the travelers' accounts for the purpose of 

studying Wahhabism has decreased. Yet, the travelers' 

accounts constitute a major source in the study of the pol

itical history of the Arabian Peninsula. The travelers' 

accounts provide valuable insights into the evolution of 

Western attitudes towards the House of Sa'ud in the latter 

part of the nineteenth century and the early decades of the 

twentieth century. More specifically, the research in this 

study on the backgrounds of the travelers exposes possible 

1. Two definitive indigenous, Arab sources on 
nineteenth-century Arabia are: Husain ibn Ghannam of A1 Hasa 
who died in 1811 and Uthman al-Nasiri al-Tamini Shaqya of 
Najd who died in 1872. 

53 
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2 
explanations on the "psychology of colonialism" — 

particularly British. 

Many of the nineteenth-century travelers examined in 

this study helped "to create the myth that the English 'knew 

•3 
the Arabs' as no one else did." As different as the per-

4 
sonalities were of travelers like Palgrave, Burton, Doughty, 

and Blunt, they all possessed a common denominator. All 

possessed a national identity which they felt was a certi

ficate of superiority. Each regarded his explorations not 

only as quests for knowledge and fame but as pathfinding 

ventures for the Empire. Even Wilfred Blunt, who later be

came an outspoken critic of imperialism, defended British 

policies. Like the other travelers "he retained some faith 

in England's ability and willingness to do good in the 

5 world." Furthermore, they all conceived imperialism simply 

in terms of being the top nation—an identification which 

appears to have suited their personalities well. 

Out of these nineteenth-century travelers' notion of 

superiority and their own estimation that they knew the Arab 

2. Kathryn Tidrick, Heart-beguiling Araby (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1981), p. 2. 

3. Tidrick, p. 142. 

4. While Palgrave went to Arabia as an agent for the 
French, he was raised as an English gentleman and, also, he 
later served in the British Foreign Service. 

5. Tidrick, p. 127. 
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well, came a sense of mission and a feeling that the West 

had the right to assume power over the Arabs. After all did 

not these travelers help to propagate the legend that cer

tain Englishmen possessed the ability to pass as Arabs, and 

thus, the English assumed the right of rule over the Arab? 

As a result of the nineteenth-century travelers' narratives 

came the exalted notion from the Round Table suggesting a 

British genius for understanding and controlling native 

races. 

By the time of World War I, the disciples of our 

nineteenth-century travelers had taken on a new function in 

the formation of British policy on the Arabian Peninsula. 

Men like Lawrence, Hogarth, and Philby had taken on the role 

of expert-adventurer; "the role of a colonial authority, 

whose position [was] in a central place next to the indigen-

£ 
ous ruler" to promote Britain's colonial interests and those 

of the Arab aristrocracy. 

In summary, as most of the travelers were not able to 

penetrate the central and southern Najd, the home base of 

Wahhabism3 first-hand perceptions of WahhabT practices and 

politics "were lacking in their accounts. This is especially 

true in light of the fact that the authenticity of Palgrave's 

narrative is under considerable scrutiny. Also, many of the 

6. Edward W. Said, Orientalism (New York: Pantheon 
Books, 1978), p. 246. 
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travelers perceived little of the local cultural spheres 

they crossed, and more important for this study, many of the 

travelers seemingly knew very little in academic terms, of 

Islamic institutions. As a result, they contribute very 

little to our understanding of the differences between 

Wahhabis and other Muslims. Consequently, while the 

nineteenth-century travelers' accounts contribute much to our 

understanding of the psychology of colonial forces manifest

ing themselves on the peoples of the Arabia Peninsula, they 

contribute very little to our understanding of the practices 

of the revival of Muhammad ibn ' Abd al-Wahhab. 
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