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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was to ascertain the percep

tions of the Arizona Legislature toward the Vocational 

Student Organizations operating in Arizona. Respondents 

were asked their opinions concerning: (1) their familiarity 

with Vocational Student Organizations; (2) the value of 

Vocational Student Organizations in relation to other 

educational opportunities; and (3) the effectiveness of 

Vocational Student Organizations. 

Findings of the study included: (1) the awareness of 

Vocational Student Organizations is relatively high; (2) 

Vocational Student Organizations are effective in delivering 

a variety of outcomes; (3) the public education system is 

supported in several ways by Vocational Student Organiza

tions; and (4) in relation to other educational oppor

tunities, Vocational Student Organizations are comparable in 

delivering skills and abilities. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Public opinion and perception has put an increasing 

strain on our educational system to perform at maximum 

efficiency. Public schools are expected to provide a 

product with no defects and a guarantee that will last a 

lifetime. Public schools are also expected to meet the ever 

changing needs of the workplace as well as society in 

general. 

These opinions and perceptions also hold true for the 

Vocational Student Organizations in particular and voca

tional education in general. This expectation occurs at the 

local, state and national level. 

In America 2000 - An Education Strategy (1991) the 

President and Governors set goals to be attained by every 

public and private school by the year 2000. One of these 

goals dealt with the ability for students to graduate with 

both employable skills and prepared for further learning. 

Goal three stated (Page 3): 

"American students will leave grades four, eight, 
and twelve having demonstrated competency in 
challenging subject matter including English, 
mathematics, science, history, and geography? and 
every school in America will ensure that all 
students learn to use their minds well, so they 
may be prepared for responsible citizenship, 
further learning, and productive employment in our 
modern economy." 
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The perception of how to achieve and address this goal 

is important. The goal has and is currently being addressed 

in schools throughout the United States through vocational 

education and especially Vocational Student Organizations 

(VSO's). 

One of the primary goals and objectives of every Voca

tional Student Organization is the development of citizen

ship on the part of every member. The Vocational Student 

Organizations also promote further learning and all strive 

to encourage their members to gain useful and productive 

employment. 

Vocational Student Organizations provide youth with 

opportunities to develop motivation, respect for their 

capabilities, understanding of their economic role, civic 

awareness and recognition of personal leadership potential 

(Arizona State Officer's Handbook, 1988). Vocational 

Student Organizations in every state offer opportunities for 

member involvement and increase the probability of students 

remaining in school. Specific organizations have been 

developed to meet the interests of all youth in each of the 

vocational education instructional areas. 

Every state, starting in the early 1980's, has experi

enced increased demands on the fiscal resources available to 

education. This has occurred because of changes in federal 

government support and policies regarding education. In 

turn, these changes have brought about more demands on state 
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and local budgets which have effected the funding for staff 

and support services of the Vocational Student Organiza

tions. Arizona is no exception. 

For the past several years, individuals involved in 

vocational education and Vocational Student Organizations 

have attempted to gain additional funding and more recogni

tion from the Arizona State Legislature. This has been done 

through efforts provided by business and industry represen

tatives, professional education associations, parents and 

students. These individuals have stressed the importance 

and value of Vocational Student Organizations and encouraged 

the legislature to support these programs at new and 

increased levels. 

Vocational Student Organizations in Arizona have been, 

for the past six years, in jeopardy of losing staff in 

leadership positions and administrative support funded by 

tax dollars at the state level, through the Arizona 

Department of Education. This is likewise true for those 

individuals who work in the vocational education 

instructional program service areas. The potential loss may 

be attributed to the fact that professional vocational 

educators do not know which policy and decision making 

individuals are acquainted with the Vocational Student 

Organizations. It is also not known what perceptions these 

policymakers hold regarding the educational value and role 

of Vocational Student Organizations. 
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Over the past two years, an increased knowledge has 

occurred as to the perceptions held by some members of the 

Arizona Legislature toward vocational education; due in part 

to the concerns expressed by business and industry leaders 

regarding the quality and quantity of the future workforce 

in Arizona. However there still exists a need to determine 

overall opinion of and exposure to Vocational Student Orga

nizations on the part of the legislature. 

Need For The Study 

Many Vocational Student Organizations at both local and 

state levels are threatened annually with elimination. A 

common reason stated by administrators is a declining inter

est in vocational education, programs not being technolog

ically advanced, fewer funds provided by the federal, state 

and local governmental levels and the cost to operate the 

programs. 

Since the Arizona Legislature provides the added cost 

funding and determines policies for operating vocational 

education programs and Vocational Student Organizations, it 

is important to understand the perceptions of the legisla

ture. This understanding will facilitate a better working 

relationship and cooperation between Vocational Student 

Organization staff, local advisors, members, supporters and 

the legislature. 
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Additionally, it is imperative that the vocational 

education teaching profession and those involved with the 

Vocational Student Organizations understand the perceptions 

of the legislature and what influences the legislative 

decision making process in order to become more effective in 

lobbying efforts to bring about necessary and desirable 

advances in the future of the Vocational Student Organiza

tions. 

Statement Of The Problem 

How do the members of the 1992 Arizona Legislature view 

the educational role and value of Vocational Student Organi

zations in delivering life skills in relation to other 

educational methods, programs and organizations in the State 

of Arizona? Additionally, what is the perception of members 

of the legislature toward Vocational Student Organizations 

in general? 

Research Questions 

Answers to the following questions were sought in order 

to satisfactorily solve the primary problem: 

1. What is the relationship between the level of 

awareness regarding Vocational Student Organ

izations on behalf of members of the Arizona 

Legislature and their chamber affiliation, occupa

tional background and political party affiliation? 



What outcomes should Vocational Student Organiza

tions deliver as perceived by members of the 

Arizona Legislature? 

What are the perceptions held by members of the 

Arizona Legislature regarding the effectiveness of 

Vocational Student Organizations in meeting their 

stated mission? 

How should Arizona Vocational Student Organizations 

support the public education system as perceived by 

members of the Arizona Legislature? 

How effective a vehicle are Vocational Student 

Organizations in delivering specific educational 

subject matter when compared to general education, 

vocational education and athletics? 

Basic Assumptions 

The following assumptions were made with respect to 

this study and were critical to its purpose: 

1. The researcher assumed that responses from members 

of the legislature would reflect their actual 

perceptions toward the role, value, and effec

tiveness of Vocational Student Organizations. 

2. It was assumed that the perceptions of members of 

the legislature influence their decisions regarding 

policy and funding. 

3. 

4. 
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Limitations Of The Study 

As with any research study, the outcomes may be effect

ed by internal and external validity of the research 

process. These must be noted and explained in order to 

provide meaning and substance to the findings of the study. 

Internal validity assists the researcher in determining if 

the outcome of the study is a function of the program or 

approach being tested, or as a result of other causes not 

dealt with in the study. When external validity is found 

to be noted, the results of the study may be applied in a 

variety of situations which are similar. 

The following factors may have an influence on the 

internal or external validity of this study: 

1. The background and philosophies of the respondents 

in regard to the role of vocational education and 

Vocational Student Organizations may have influ

enced the responses. 

2. The time in which the study was conducted, winter 

1992, with respect to the composition of the 

legislature. 

3. The occupational background of the respondents 

which might have affected their opinions about 

Vocational Student Organizations and may have 

influenced the responses. 

4. The general opinion of the public to Vocational 

Student Organizations and their effects on policy 



makers and the legislature may have influenced the 

responses. 

5« A non-response factor was also a potential threat 

to the study. Follow-up reminders were sent to 

promote responses from the individuals surveyed. 

6. A measurement error was also possible with this 

type of research. Face and content validity of the 

opinionnaire were checked to minimize this type of 

error. 

Procedures 

The procedures used in this study were designed to 

collect data in answer to the research questions. The .. 

methodology is described in terms of Population and Sample, 

Design, Data and Instrumentation, and Analysis of Data. 

Population And Sample 

The target population selected for this study consisted 

of all members of the Arizona Legislature serving in either 

the Senate or House of Representatives in February, 1992. 

The accessible population included 90 members of the legis

lature listed in directories provided by the Clerk of the 

House of Representatives in Arizona. Due to the signifi

cance of their role and their direct effect on policy and 

funding decisions in regards to Vocational Student Organiza

tions, the entire accessible population was used in the 

study. 
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Design 

The study was a quantitative research designed study. 

The design chosen by the researcher was a descriptive-sur-

vey. A mailed opinionnaire was used to determine awareness, 

opinions and perceptions of the Arizona Legislature toward 

Vocational Student Organizations. 

Data And Instrumentation 

A letter was sent informing each member of the legisla

ture that the survey was being conducted and requesting 

their participation. The letter explained the nature of the 

study and requested their honest and anonymous response to 

the questions and statements. 

A mailed opinionnaire, with cover letter, was utilized 

for the collection of data. The opinionnaire was developed 

with adaptations from Jones' (1985) research with the 

Arizona Legislature. The opinionnaire was examined by the 

faculty members in the Department of Agricultural Education 

and staff members of the Arizona Department of Education who 

work directly with Vocational Student Organizations. It was 

field tested utilizing a group of people similar to, but not 

a part of, the accessible population. 

Incentives utilized to encourage response included 

typesetting of the opinionnaire, professional printing of 

the opinionnaire on colored paper, inclusion of a writing 

utensil, and a self-addressed, stamped section of the 

opinionnaire which allowed it to be refolded and returned 



without expense to the respondent. A reminder post card was 

also sent to the entire accessible population encouraging 

completion and return of the instrument. 

A follow-up letter and second opinionnaire were sent to 

those who failed to return the original questionnaire. 

Additionally, contact was made with the individuals who 

served as support staff for the respective legislator. 

The face validity of the data collection instrument was 

verified by Vocational Student Organization staff at the 

Arizona Department of Education. Content validity was 

verified by the graduate committee and Vocational Student 

Organization staff members of the Arizona Department of 

Education as they reviewed the data collection instrument 

prior to distribution. Validity was also verified during 

the field test process of the study. The instrument state

ments and responses were ranked on a Likert-type scale. 

Analysis Of Data 

The completed instruments were coded and a statistical 

computer software program was utilized to analyze the data. 

The Systat software program was utilized because of its 

availability and the familiarity with the program by the 

researcher. 

The research questions were answered by arriving at a 

mean response for each item in the opinionnaire and report

ing the results by ranking of the means. A relationship was 

also determined based on the respondents awareness of 
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Vocational Student Organizations and chamber affiliation, 

occupational background and political party affiliation. 

Definitions Of Terms 

The following terms are defined for the reader in the 

context they were used in this study: 

Added Cost Funding: Fiscal support provided to local 

educational agencies to support the higher cost of 

operating vocational/technological education programs. 

State Legislature: Individuals elected by constit

uents or appointed by a County Board of Supervisors 

in the legislative districts of the state to serve 

either the Arizona Senate or the Arizona House of 

Representatives. 

Vocational Education: Vocational education is that 

part of public secondary and postsecondary educa

tion which provides the opportunity for specialized 

competency development, at less than a baccalaure

ate degree level, to prepare an individual for 

employment in a specific cluster of occupations. 

Vocational Student Organizations fVSOl: An organi

zation of student members enrolled in vocational 

education courses and which operates as an integral 

part of the vocational education program. Specifi

cally in the state of Arizona the organizations 

include DECA (formerly the Distributive Education 

Clubs of America), the Future Business Leaders of 



America/FBLA, the FFA (formerly the Future Farmers 

of America), the Future Homemakers of America/FHA, 

the Home Economics Related Occupations/HERO and the 

Vocational Industrial Clubs of America/VICA. 

Perception; As defined by Webster (1988), percep

tion is the act, process, or faculty of perceiving. 

An insight, intuition, or knowledge gained by per

ceiving. 

Opinion: As defined by Webster (1988), opinion is 

a common, usual, or prevailing view or sentiment. 
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CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

This chapter presents findings of selected references 

and materials which relate to the background information and 

insights to the author for the design, coordination and 

conduct of the study. 

As the researcher worked under the guidance of the 

graduate committee and the support from staff at the Univer

sity of Arizona Library, it became apparent that limited 

sources of related materials to this study existed. It is 

granted that similar studies have been conducted on related 

topics but, none were on record which related to both Voca

tional Student Organizations and Legislature Perceptions. 

An initial literary search was conducted by the re

searcher on December 3, 1991 at the University of Arizona 

Main Library. The search was conducted using the computer 

databases of Educational Resource Information Center (ERIC) 

and the Society Corp (NASDAQ) systems. The following 

descriptors were used in the conduct of the search: 

Vocational Student Organizations; Community Organizations; 

Public Perceptions; State Legislature; Public Attitudes; 

Youth Groups; Government Support; Student Organizations; and 

Volunteer Organizations. 

In addition computer database searches were conducted 

during the month of February, 1992 after the capability to 
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access additional databases was made available through the 

University of Arizona Computer Center and Main Library. 

The literature found in the course of the search was in 

the area of public opinion toward education in general and 

Vocational Student Organizations. Yeric (1989) stated that 

62 percent of the general public believed more could be done 

to fiscally support education. This conclusion came from 

the fact that the individuals surveyed believed that educa

tion should become a higher priority of all levels of gov

ernment. Since Vocational Student Organizations operate in 

the public education system, this would provide additional 

support for their activities. 

Milofsky (1988) reported that there was a need for an 

expansion and further development of community organizations 

which deal with the needs of youth. This expansion needs to 

occur in a variety of community organizations such as 

schools, churches and local businesses. 

The Oklahoma Department of Vocational and Technical 

Education (1991) stressed that goal accomplishment and per

sonal development could be achieved through students 

enrolling in vocational/technological education and actively 

participating in and having personal involvement in the 

Vocational Student Organizations. 

The role of Vocational Student Organizations and their 

involvement in the public school system were addressed in 
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publications by the National Center for Research in Voca

tional Education (1983) and the National Association of 

State Directors of Vocational Technical Education Consortium 

(1990). Both reported that at the state level, both staff 

and administrative support are essential for Vocational 

Student Organizations to operate according to state and 

national organizational constitutions and by-laws. 

Weatherford (1986) reported on the needs of youth as 

perceived by members of Vocational Student Organizations and 

their advisors. These needs were very similar to the stated 

outcomes of the Vocational Student Organizations goals and 

objectives. Research is still needed which would corrobo

rate or challenge these outcomes as perceived by members of 

state legislatures. 

Bowling (1975) in a study reviewed the effects of voca

tional youth organizations on student attitude, motivation 

and leadership. Among the findings were that attitudes 

toward school in general of those participants in the orga

nizations was improved over time. In addition students were 

more active in other school activities and motivated toward 

continued education. 

A study was conducted by Jones (1985) to ascertain the 

perceptions of public policymakers relative to the role and 

effectiveness of vocational education in Arizona. The 

Arizona Legislature was only one segment of his study. The 
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legislature consisted of 79 percent of the total target 

population. 

Jones concluded that vocational education is a viable 

delivery system in the public school setting, but more work 

needed to be done to strengthen the secondary school level. 

This is an important statement since Vocational Student 

Organizations primarily operate as an integral segment of 

the secondary vocational education instructional programs. 

Through valid research and study of policymakers who 

impact Vocational Student Organizations, those individuals 

involved in the management, implementation and evaluation of 

the organizations can better plan and prepare relevant 

activities and programs. It was the intent of this study to 

establish a database relative to the perceptions of the 

Arizona Legislature regarding familiarity, effectiveness, 

value and role of Vocational Student Organizations. 
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CHAPTER 3 

PROCEDURES 

The procedures used in this study were designed to 

ascertain the information needed in order to answer the 

research questions. There are numerous factors which effect 

the operation and management of Vocational Student Organiza

tions. This study focused on the perceptions of the Arizona 

Legislature in regard to the six Vocational Student Organi

zations currently recognized in operation by the Arizona 

Department of Education. 

The study's procedures will be discussed in four sec

tions. These sections are: (1) Population and Sample; (2) 

Design; (3) Data and Instrumentation; and (4) Analysis of 

Data. 

Population and Sample 

The target population and sample for this study con

sisted of all members of the 40th Arizona Legislature 

serving in either the State Senate or State House of 

Representatives during February of 1992. The accessible 

population from which the sample was drawn was listed in 

directories published by the Chief Clerk of the Arizona 

House of Representatives. The target population included 

all 90 members of the state legislature due to their 

significant effect on public policy and the funding of the 

Vocational Student Organizations. 
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The opinionnaires were coded to distinguish between 

members of the State Senate and State House of Representa

tives. The opinionnaires sent were identical for both 

groups of respondents. 

A personal letter from the author was mailed the week 

prior to sending the survey instrument requesting their 

participation (see Appendix A). The instrument and a cover 

letter were mailed on February 15, 1992 (see Appendix B and 

C). A post card was mailed one week prior to the return 

deadline date as a reminder (see Appendix D). On March 5, 

1992, a second instrument and a cover letter were mailed to 

all non-respondents (see Appendix E). 

Design 

This study was very similar to a study completed by 

Jones (1985) concerning vocational education in Arizona. 

The instrument used by Jones was modified for the purpose of 

this study. These modifications included changing the 

emphasis from the outcomes and relationship toward vocation

al education to the outcomes and relationship toward Voca

tional Student Organizations. 

The instrument was given an initial review by the 

author's graduate committee. The instrument was reviewed 

for clarity and content by select faculty members of the 

Political Science Department of the University of Arizona, 

past members of the Arizona Legislature and the Assistant 

State Supervisors, who have the primary responsibility for 
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Vocational Student Organizations, at the Arizona Department 

of Education. Suggestions from these individuals were 

incorporated into the final draft of the survey instrument. 

Data and Instrumentation 

The instrument, modified from Jones' (1985) study of 

perceptions of the Arizona Legislature relative to vocation

al education, which was used to collect the required data 

appears in Appendix C. Each instrument was printed with a 

return address and return postage was applied to encourage 

response. 

Part I of the survey was used to determine the famil

iarity with Vocational Student Organizations by the popula

tion. The format used was a Likert-type scale with five 

possible responses to each student organization named, 

ranging from "Very Familiar" (5) to "No Knowledge" (1). 

Additionally, respondents were asked to indicate where they 

became familiar with the Vocational Student Organizations. 

Part II of the survey was used to determine respondent 

opinions regarding nineteen possible outcomes which 

Vocational Student Organizations should be addressing. The 

format used was a Likert scale with ten possible responses 

to each outcome, ranging form "High Priority" (10) to "Low 

Priority" (1). 

Part III of the survey was used to determine the cur

rent effectiveness of Vocational Student Organizations. 

Again the level of performance on each of nineteen possible 
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outcomes of Vocational Student Organizations was used. 

These outcomes were identical to the nineteen used in Part 

II. The format used was a Likert scale with ten possible 

responses to each outcome, ranging from "Excellent" (10) to 

"Average" (5) to "Poor" (1). 

In both Part II and Part III there were two items list

ed in the outcomes that were not true to Vocational Student 

Organizations. These two items were used as checks to 

ensure that respondents were reading each item listed. 

Part IV of the survey was used to ascertain how Voca

tional Student Organizations were viewed as supporting 

public schools in Arizona. Fifteen possible areas of 

support were identified with five responses for each, 

ranging from "Strongly Agree", to "Agree", to "No Opinion", 

to "Disagree", and to "Strongly Disagree". 

Part V of the survey was used to compare and rank Voca

tional Student Organizations with other educational 

opportunities offered in the public school system. The 

first question asked each respondent to compare four 

educational opportunities in public schools; athletics, 

general education, vocational education and Vocational 

Student Organizations in fourteen different skill and 

ability areas. This ranking was (1) for the area which 

delivered the best opportunity; (2) for the second best; (3) 

for the third best opportunity; and (4) for the fourth best 

opportunity at delivering the skill or ability. The second 
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question asked the respondents to assign, by checking, a 

letter grade of A, B, C, D, F (fail), or No Opinion to the 

overall effectiveness of the organizations. 

Part VI of the survey provided background information 

on the respondent. The first question asked each respondent 

to check their current position and offered two choices: (1) 

"State Senator" and (2) "State Representative". The second 

question asked for the occupational background of the re

spondent from among eight choices (1) "Agricultural"; (2) 

"Business (clerical, banking)"; (3) "Homemaker"; (4) "Mar

keting (sales, retail)"; (5) "Medical (physician, nurse)"; 

(6) "Trade and Industrial (construction, manufacturing)"; 

(7) "Professional (law, education, etc.)"; and (8) "Self-

employed" . Question three asked respondents to identify 

their political party affiliation in two categories (1) 

"Democrat" or (2) "Republican". 

Analysis of Data 

The data collected in the process of this study were 

coded and analyzed utilizing the Systat software statistical 

program on microcomputers located in the Agricultural Educa

tion Department of the University of Arizona. Individual 

and group responses were generated and analyzed by the 

software package. 
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CHAPTER 4 

PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 

This study was designed to ascertain the perceptions of 

the Arizona Legislature toward Vocational Student Organiza

tions. A six-page, six-part opinionnaire addressing items 

to meet the stated research questions was mailed to subjects 

from the target population of the study. The six parts of 

the opinionnaire addressed the areas of familiarity with 

Vocational Student Organizations, what the Vocational 

Student Organizations should address, what Vocational 

Student Organizations currently address, how the Vocational 

Student Organizations operate in the public school system, 

how the organizations compare to other educational 

opportunities and the background of the respondents. 

Respondents 

The population targeted for this study included all 90 

members of the Arizona Legislature serving in February of 

1992. These individuals were utilized because of their 

importance in policy and funding decisions which effect the 

operation of the Vocational Student Organizations in 

Arizona. 

The percentage of response to the opinionnaire is shown 

in Table 1. There was a 43 percent usable response by 

members of the State Senate and a 57 percent usable response 

by members of the State House of Representatives. The total 
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number of usable responses was 47, which represented 52 

percent of the target population. 

Table 1 

Number of Qpinionnaires Distributed and Returned bv the 
Respondent Groups. 

Respondent n n Non Percent 
Group Distributed Response Response Usable 

State Senate 30 13 17 43.3 

State Represent- 60 34 26 56.6 
ative 

TOTAL 90 47 43 52.2 

Respondents were asked to identify their occupational 

background and political party affiliation. The frequencies 

and percentages of responses are presented in Table 2 and 

Table 3, respectively. 

An analysis of the data in Table 2 indicated that 34 

percent of the respondents had an occupational background as 

a professional. This includes careers in the area of law, 

education, etc. 
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Table 2 

Occupational Backgrounds of Respondents Listed by Frequency 
and Percentage of Responses. (N=47) 

Occupational Frequency Percentage 

Agricultural 9 19.2 

Business 3 6.4 

Homemaker 3 6.4 

Marketing 5 10.6 

Medical 3 6.4 

Trade and Industrial 1 2.1 

Professional 16 34.0 

Self Employed 6 12.8 

No Response 1 2.1 

Table 3 

Political Party Affiliation of Respondents Listed by Frequency 
and Percentage of Responses. (N=471 

Political Party 

Democrat 

Republican 

Freqyiengy 

23 

24 

Percentage 

48.9 

51.1 
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An analysis of the data presented in Table 3 indicated that 

the respondents political party affiliation was generally 

equal. This is consistent with the overall composition of 

the Arizona Legislature with 49 percent representing the 

Democratic Party and 51 percent from the Republican Party. 

Analysis of Relationships/Awareness 

The first objective of this study was to determine the 

relationship between the level of awareness regarding the 

Vocational Student Organizations with respect to chamber 

affiliation, occupational background and political party 

affiliation of the members of the Arizona Legislature. 

Respondents were asked to indicate their familiarity 

with each of the individual Vocational Student Organizations 

operating in Arizona on a scale of 5 to 1. A rating of 5 

indicated "very familiar" and a rating of 1 indicated "no 

knowledge" of the organization. 

A summary of the mean response values for the Voca

tional Student Organizations, listed by each of the areas 

under the categories of chamber affiliation, occupational 

background and political party is presented in Table 4. 

For this study a mean greater than 2.8 was considered 

to have a relatively high level of awareness in relation to 

familiarity with the Vocational Student Organizations 

operating in Arizona. 
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The grand mean of the entire group was 2.84. The data 

in the table indicate that members of the Arizona House of 

Representatives; those with an occupational background in 

agriculture, business and homemakers; and those who are 

members of the Republican Party had a relatively high level 

of awareness compared to the other categories available for 

selection. 

Data in the table also indicate that the members of the 

State Senate? those with an occupational background and/or 

affiliation of marketing, medical, trade/industrial and 

professional occupations; and members of the Democratic 

Party had a lower level of awareness relative to the 

Vocational Student Organizations currently operating in 

Arizona public schools. 

Table 5 indicates the respondents familiarity with each 

of the individual Vocational Student Organizations. In 

addition, the table also lists the mean score and standard 

deviation for each of the individual Vocational Student 

Organizations. 
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Table 4 

Mean Awareness Levels of Vocational Student Organizations bv 
Arizona Legislators in Relationship to Chamber Affiliation. 
Occupational Background and Political Party. (N=47^ 

Factor 

Chamber Affiliation 

House 

Senate 

Occupational Background 

Agricultural 

Business 

Homemaker 

Marketing 

Medical 

Trade/Industrial 

Professional 

Self Employed 

Political Party 

Democrat 

Republican 

Total (Grand) 

13 X 

34 2.88 

13 2.79 

9 3.49 

3 4.00 

3 3.33 

5 2.30 

3 2.61 

1 2.17 

16 2.50 

6 2.89 

24 2.75 

23 2.96 

47 2.84 

Note. The scale used was 5 = Very Familiar to 1 = No 
Knowledge 
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Table 5 

Respondents. (N=47) 

f Standard 
Oraanization 5 4 3 2 1 X Deviation 

DECA 6 11 11 5 14 2.9 1.4 

FBLA 4 9 9 10 15 2.5 1.3 

FFA 16 18 6 5 2 3.9 1.1 

FHA 8 13 12 6 8 3.1 1.3 

HERO 4 7 6 6 24 2.2 1.4 

VICA 7 8 9 6 17 2.6 1.5 

Total 45 66 62 44 80 2.84 1.3 

An analysis of data in Table 5 indicates that the 

respondents were most familiar with the FFA Organization 

(formerly the Future Farmers of America) and the FHA/Future 

Homemakers of America Organization. The data also indicate 

that the least familiar organizations to the respondents 

were the HERO/Home Economics Related Occupations and 

FBLA/Future Business Leaders of America organizations. 

The standard deviations listed in the table also 

indicate that the FFA Organization received relatively the 
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same scores. The largest variance of scores occurred 

relative to the VICA/Vocational Industrial Clubs of America 

organization. 

The methods in which the individual respondents became 

familiar with Vocational Student Organizations are listed 

and ranked in Table 6. 

Most of the respondents indicated that they became 

familiar with the Vocational Student Organizations during 

Vocational Education Day activities which are conducted at 

the State Capitol. This may have occurred because the first 

survey was mailed the week prior to Vocational Education Day 

when numerous members of the Vocational Student 

Organizations attended sessions and committee meetings of 

the Arizona Legislature. 

Three activities indicated in the table which were not 

effective in exposing Vocational Student Organizations to 

the legislature were: (1) "direct contacts made by parents 

of members"; (2) "public service announcements"; and (3) 

"son/daughter member while in school". 
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Table 6 

Frequency and Rank of Activities bv Which Respondents Became 
Familiar with Vocational Student Organizations. fN=47^ 

Activity Frequency Rank 

Vocational Education Day 29 1 

Friends were members in school 26 2 

Local school visits to Legislature 25 3 

Visitation by State Officers 21 4 

Direct contact made by members 20 5 

Direct contacts by local advisors/ 18 6 
Instructors 

Member while in high school 16 7 

Local school visits - on-site 15 8 

Participation as contest judge 9 9 

Direct contacts made by parents of members 6 10T 

Public service announcements 6 10T 

Other 6 10T 

Son/daughter member while in school 5 13 

Analysis of Needed Outcomes 

The second objective of this study was to determine 

what outcomes Vocational Student Organizations should 

deliver as perceived by members of the Arizona Legislature. 

Respondents were asked to rank each of 19 possible 

outcomes of Vocational Student Organizations on a scale from 
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10 to 1. A rating of 10 indicated that the outcome as a 

"High Priority" and a rating of 1 indicated a "Low Priori

ty". 

A summary of the mean response values, in rank order, 

for each of the 19 possible outcomes addressed by the 

Vocational Student Organizations in Arizona is presented in 

Table 7. 

The mean score of the outcome relating to the 

"reduction of unemployment" indicated that the respondents 

did not view this as a role provided by the Vocational 

Student Organizations in our public school system. 

Additionally, the two outcomes used as checks, "teach 

mathematics and reading" and "emphasize competitive 

contests" both were among those with low mean scores. This 

indicates that these distractors were effective in ensuring 

that the respondents were reading each item listed on the 

survey instrument. 
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Table 7 

Mean Score of Perception of What Should Vocational Student 
Organizations Be Doing. (N=47) 

Outcome Mean 

Development of self-worth attitudes 8.825 

Development of a work ethic 8.800 

Confidence building 8.775 

Occupational awareness 8.750 

Occupational experience 8.625 

Leadership development 8.400 

Career establishment 8.350 

Cooperative attitude development 8.333 

Decrease the dropout rate 8.250 

Re-enforcement of basic skills (reading, writing, 8.025 
arithmetic) 

Communications and human relations development 8.000 

Community development and support 8.000 

Improvement of scholarship 7.900 

Citizenship/fostering of patriotism 7.816 

Resource management development 7.575 

Reduction of unemployment 7.487 

Teach mathematics and reading 7.128 

Emphasize competitive contests 5.975 

Recreational activities 5.350 
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Analysis of Current Effectiveness 

The perceptions of what Vocational Student Organiza

tions are currently doing to meet their stated mission is 

the third determination of this study. 

Once again respondents were asked to rank each of the 

19 possible outcomes of Vocational Student Organizations on 

a scale of 10 to 1. A rating of 10 indicated that the level 

of meeting the stated objective was "Excellent", a rating of 

5 indicated an "Average" level of performance, and a rating 

of 1 indicated "Poor" performance in effectiveness. 

Table 8, indicated by mean scores, lists the percep

tions held by the respondents regarding the effectiveness of 

Vocational Student Organizations in meeting the outcomes 

listed. 

Both Table 8 and Table 7 indicate by mean score that 

the outcome "development of self-worth attitudes" was the 

highest ranking outcome. Also the same two distractors were 

utilized and effective in ensuring that the entire opinion-

naire was being reviewed by the respondents. 
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Table 8 

Mean Scores of Perception of Effectiveness of Vocational 
Student Organizations are in Arizona. (N=47^ 

Outcome Mean 

Development of self-worth attitudes 8.645 

Occupational awareness 8.219 

Confidence building 8.219 

Development of a work ethic 8.219 

Leadership development 8.094 

Occupational experience 8.000 

Cooperative attitude development 7.875 

Decrease the dropout rate 7.774 

Community development and support 7.719 

Career establishment 7.539 

Citizenship/fostering of patriotism 7.452 

Communications and human relations development 7.438 

Improvement of scholarship 7.438 

Resource management development 7.313 

Re-enforcement of basic skills (reading, writing, 7.226 
arithmetic) 

Emphasize competitive contests 7.219 

Reduction of unemployment 7.065 

Recreational activities 6.781 

Teach mathematics and reading 6.194 
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A comparison of the rankings of the perceived effect

iveness of Vocational Student Organizations is shown in 

Table 9. Please note that in Table 9 the outcomes are 

listed in the same order as they appeared in the opinion-

naire. In both cases, of which outcomes are currently being 

addressed and which outcomes should be addressed by 

Vocational Student Organizations, the statement of 

"Development of self-worth attitudes" is ranked number 1. 

This indicates that the respondents believe the current 

outcome and future outcome of "development of self-worth 

attitudes" should remain a priority of the Vocational 

Student Organizations. 

It is also important to note that when rankings are 

compared, they are very similar. This could be an indi

cation of the respondents belief that the organizations both 

currently and in the future should address the same 

outcomes. 

One interesting item which received a low ranking was 

"recreational activities". This may have been due to the 

differences between the respondents perception of recrea

tional activities and that of the individuals who work with 

the Vocational Student Organizations. 
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Two items listed as outcomes were used to check to see 

if respondents were reading each item listed. These two 

items were: (1) "emphasize competitive contests"; and (2) 

"teach mathematics and reading". Both items were listed 

among the lowest based on mean scores of the 19 outcomes 

listed. 

Table 9 

Ranks of What Should be Outcomes and What are Currently 
Outcomes of Vocational Student Organizations in Arizona. 

(N=47T 

Rank of Rank 
Outcomes Should of Are 

1. Leadership development 6 3 

2. Occupational awareness 4 2T 

3. Confidence building 3 2T 

4. Career establishment 7 10 

5. Occupational experience 5 6 

6. Recreational activities 19 18 

7. Communications and human 11T 12T 
relations development 

8. Emphasize competitive contests 18 16 

9. Citizenship/fostering of 14 11 
patriotism 

10. Cooperative attitude development 8 7 

11. Community development and 11T 9 
support 

12. Resource management development 15 14 
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Table 9 Continued. 

Outcomes 
Rank of 
Should 

Rank 
of Are 

13. Improvement of scholarship 13 12T 

14. Reduction of unemployment 16 17 

15. Re-enforcement of basic skills 
(reading, writing, arithmetic) 

10 15 

16. Teach mathematics and reading 17 19 

17. Development of a work ethic 2 2T 

18. Decrease the dropout rate 9 8 

19. Development of self-worth 
attitudes 

1 1 

Students are given grades in school to denote the 

quality of their individual work. Table 10 depicts the 

frequencies the respondents gave Vocational Student Organi

zations if they were letter graded on the same scale as 

individual students. 

A total of four respondents indicated that they had "no 

opinion" regarding this matter. The frequency of nine "no 

response" were from individuals who either left this section 

uncompleted or had indicated a low familiarity of Vocational 

Student Organizations and allowed to skip over this section 

of the opinionnaire. 
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Table 10 

Frequency of Letter Grades Given to Vocational Student 
Organizations. (N=47l 

A 5 

B 23 

C 6 

D 0 

F (Fail) 0 

No Opinion 4 

No Response 9 

A total of 28 respondents indicated that a letter grade 

of "A" or "B" would be given to Vocational Student Organiza

tions for overall effectiveness. Relative the mean scores 

of the outcomes listed in Table 7 and Table 8, this would 

indicate that Vocational Student Organizations are an 

effective education delivery system in our public schools. 

Analysis of Support to the 
Public Education System 

The fourth objective of this study was to determine the 

opinions of how the Arizona Legislature perceived Vocational 

Student Organizations supporting the public education system 

in Arizona. 
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Respondents were asked to select one of five possible 

responses to each of the 15 areas where Vocational Student 

Organizations could support and assist the public education 

system. The five responses available were: "strongly 

agree"; "agree"? "no opinion"; "disagree"; and "strongly 

disagree". 

A summary of the frequency of the responses to the 15 

possible areas is presented in Table 11. The total of 47 

opinionnaires was utilized to calculate the frequencies in 

the table. Because several instruments had some areas of 

missing information or no-response, the frequencies do not 

exactly compare to the N = 47 total. 

The highest frequency of responses was indicated in the 

"agree" area for all 15 possible areas. The lowest 

frequency level was indicated in the "strongly disagree" 

area of responses. 

The statement which had the highest level of agreement 

was the Vocational Student Organizations should "serve as an 

integral part of the vocational education instructional 

programs". This indicates that the respondents understood 

and appreciate the role and relationship of the Vocational 

Student Organizations in the vocational/technological 

education instructional programs. 
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Table 11 

Frequencies of Responses of How Vocational Student 
Organizations Support Public Schools in Arizona. (N=471 

Frequencies 
Strongly No Dis- Strongly 

Statement Agree Agree Opinion agree Disagree 

Increase the 7 
high school 
graduation rate 

Re-enforce the 3 
basic skills 

Prepare students 13 
for responsible 
citizenship 

Promote the concept 9 
of further learning 

Support productive 9 
employment in our 
modern economy 

Assist graduates to 6 
find jobs 

Serve as a liaison 7 
between business/in
dustry and the public 
school system 

Provide support to 8 
improve the quality of 
life in the community 

Serve as an integral 14 
part of the vocational 
education instruc
tional programs 

28 4 0 0 

28 7 2 0 

20 6 0 0 

18 10 2 0 

23 6 0 1 

21 11 2 0 

19 12 1 0 

16 13 2 0 

21 4 0 0 
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Table 11, continued 

Frequencies 

Strongly No Dis- Strongly 
Statement Agree Agree Opinion agree Disagree 

Involve business/ 7 19 13 0 0 
industry in the 
development of fiscal 
resource support 

Public relations 6 22 11 0 0 
between the school 
and community 

Awarding of occup- 10 22 6 0 0 
ational experience as 
a motivator for student 
achievement 

Activities to allow 12 18 9 0 0 
students to apply 
classroom learning 

Local community 6 21 13 0 0 
support and develop
ment 

Promotion of vio- 7 21 11 1 0 
lence-free and 
drug-free schools 
and communities 

Analysis of Effectiveness in Education 

The Vocational Student Organizations are just one of 

many methods in the public education system which assist in 

the delivering of specific skills and abilities. How 

effective Vocational Student Organizations are in this 

delivering specific educational subject matter as compared 



49 

to general education, vocational education and athletics was 

the fifth research question of this study. 

Respondents were asked to rank, on a scale of 1 to 4 

with 1 being the best choice, selected educational oppor

tunities in relation to their effectiveness in addressing a 

list of 14 skills and abilities. A ranking of 1 indicated 

that the educational opportunity was "best at delivering the 

skill", a 2 indicated "second best", a 3 indicated "the 

third best opportunity" and a 4 was utilized to indicate the 

"fourth best opportunity". 

The educational opportunities which were compared to 

ascertain the answer to the research question were: (1) 

"athletics"; (2) "general education"; (2) "vocational 

educational"; and (4) "Vocational Student Organizations". 

These results are listed in Table 12. 

The table indicates that all of the selected educa

tional opportunities are relatively equal in helping 

students develop the skill and ability of "feeling of self 

worth". It is also interesting to note that of all of the 

skills and abilities this is the only area where general 

education was listed as the least effective. 

The Vocational Student Organizations received the 

highest mean score in the area of "understanding a 

democratic organization". This may be attributed to the 

respondents understanding of the leadership development and 



50 

opportunities available for leadership positions offered by 

the Vocational Student Organizations. 

Table 12 

Mean Scores Comparing Select Educational Opportunities. 
fN=471 

SKiUg/AbiUty 

Educational Opportunity Mean Scores 
Vocational 

General Vocational Student 
Athletics Education Education Organ, 

Basic academic 3.875 1.094 2.000 3.000 
skills development 

Occupational 3.806 1.968 1.344 2.871 
preparation 

Citizenship 3.533 1.839 2.467 2.233 
development 

Dropout prevention 2.833 2.567 1.742 2.833 

Development of 3.310 2.452 1.533 2.655 
work ethic 

Scholastic 3.793 1.065 2.069 3.069 
improvement 

Community deve- 3.367 1.839 2.467 2.300 
lopment 

Communications 3.933 1.667 2.387 2.967 
development 
(speaking) 

Feeling of self 2.419 2.800 
worth 

Becoming a 3.517 1.767 
contributing member 
of society 

Understanding a 3.533 1.967 2.613 1.867 
democratic organ
ization 

2.200 2.567 

1.966 2.690 
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Table 12 Continued 

Educational Opportunity Mean Scores 
Vocational 

General Vocational Student 
Skills/Ability Athletics Education Education Organ. 

Economic indepen- 3.700 1.900 1.433 2.862 
dence 

Preparation for 3.552 1.133 2.067 3.207 
advanced education 

Application of 3.966 1.742 1.667 2.586 
classroom knowledge 

Note. The scale used was 1 = Best Opportunity to 4 = Fourth 
Best Opportunity 



CHAPTER 5 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Statement of the Problem 

The purpose of this study was to ascertain the opinions 

of the Arizona Legislature regarding the Vocational Student 

Organizations operating in Arizona. Respondents were asked 

for their perceptions concerning: (1) familiarity with the 

organizations; (2) the effectiveness of the Vocational 

Student Organizations; and (3) how the organizations 

compared with other educational opportunities. 

Research Questions 

In an effort to meet the above mentioned purpose, the 

following questions were identified: 

1. What is the relationship between the level of 

awareness regarding Vocational Student Organ

izations on behalf of members of the Arizona 

Legislature and their chamber affiliation, 

occupational background and political party 

affiliation? 

2. What outcomes should Vocational Student Organiza

tions deliver as perceived by members of the 

Arizona Legislature? 

3. What are the perceptions held by members of the 

Arizona Legislature regarding the effectiveness of 



Vocational Student Organizations in meeting their 

stated mission? 

4. How should Arizona Vocational Student Organizations 

support the public education system as perceived by 

members of the Arizona Legislature? 

5. How effective a vehicle are Vocational Student 

Organizations in delivering specific educational 

subject matter when compared to general education, 

vocational education and athletics? 

Summary of Findings 

The summary of findings will be reviewed in relation to 

the research questions identified for the study. The 

following headings for these questions are used: (1) Rela

tionship and Awareness of Vocational Student Organizations; 

(2) Outcomes Vocational Student Organizations Should 

Deliver; (3) Effectiveness of Vocational Student Organiza

tions; (4) How Vocational Student Organizations support the 

Public Education System; and (5) Comparison of Vocational 

Student Organizations to Other Educational Opportunities. 

Relationship and Awareness of 
Vocational Student Organizations 

Mean responses regarding the level of familiarity with 

the Vocational Student organizations by respondents were 

indicated in this study. 

Six factors emerged as "above" the grand mean in three 

categories. They were: (1) Chamber Affiliation - Members of 
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the House of Representatives; (2) Occupational Backgrounds 

- Agricultural, Business, Homemaker, and Self Employed; and 

(3) Political Party - Republican. Likewise, six factors 

emerged as "below" the grand mean. They were: (1) Chamber 

Affiliation - Members of the Senate; (2) Occupational 

Backgrounds - Marketing, Medical, Trade/Industrial, and 

professional; and (3) Political Party - Democratic. 

Among the individual Vocational Student Organizations 

the FFA (formerly Future Farmers of America) and the FHA/Fu-

ture Homemakers of America were the most familiar to the 

respondents. The two which were least familiar to the 

respondents were the FBLA/Future Business Leaders of America 

and the HERO/Home Economics Related Occupations organiza

tions. 

Ranking of the frequencies regarding the 12 possible 

activity areas where familiarity with the Vocational Student 

Organizations could occur produced three distinct groupings 

of scores. 

Four activities which emerged as most frequent were: 

(1) "Vocational Education Day"; (2) "friends were members in 

school"; (3) "local school visits to legislature"; and (4) 

"visitations by state officers". Likewise the four roles at 

the lower end of the frequencies were: (1) "direct contacts 

made by parents of members"; (2) "public service announce

ments"; (3) "other (includes singular comments by respon

dents)"; and (4) "son/daughter member while in school". 
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Outcomes Vocational Student Organizations 
Should Deliver 

The nineteen possible outcomes which Vocational Student 

Organizations may address were listed. The highest mean 

response to the effectiveness of the outcomes was 8.8 based 

upon a 10.0 scale. This was relatively high compared to the 

lowest mean score of 5.4. The highest ranking outcomes of 

what Vocational Student organizations should address were; 

(1) "development of self-worth attitudes"; (2) "development 

of a work ethic"; (3) "confidence building"; and (4) 

"occupational awareness". The least priority of outcomes 

were; (1) "recreational activities"; (2) "emphasize 

competitive contests" ; and "teach mathematics and reading". 

Effectiveness of Vocational Student Organizations 

When evaluating Vocational Student Organizations 

utilizing a similar grading scale as used with students, 73 

percent of the respondents gave the organizations a grade of 

"C" or better. The exact breakdown was: (1) a grade of "A", 

11 percent; (2) a grade of "B", 49 percent; and (3) a grade 

of "C", 13 percent. 

The effectiveness of Vocational Student Organizations 

in comparison to stated outcomes was very similar to the 

outcomes the organizations should address. The nineteen 

possible outcomes of Vocational Student Organizations in 

regards to current effectiveness, the highest mean responses 

was a 8.6 based upon 10.0 possible. Overall, these scores 
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were much more similar that the previous outcomes for the 

second research question. 

The most effective outcomes were: (1) "development of 

self-worth attitudes"; (2) "occupational awareness"; (3) 

"confidence building"; and (4) "development of a work 

ethic". The least effective concerned: (1) "teaching 

mathematics and reading"; (2) "recreational activities"; (3) 

"reduction of unemployment". 

How Vocational Student Organizations 
Support the Public Education System 

Seventy percent of the respondents identified three 

statements of "agree" and "strongly agree" indicating how 

Vocational Student Organizations support the public school 

system. These were: (1) "increase the high school gradua

tion rate"; (2) "serve as an integral part of the vocational 

education instructional programs" and (3) "prepare students 

for responsible citizenship". Over one-half of the respon

dents either "agreed" or "strongly agreed" with all 15 

statements. The statements which received the lowest 

percentage of agreement were: (1) "provide support to im

prove the quality of life in the community"; (2) "serve as a 

liaison between business/industry and the public school 

system"; and (3) "involve business/industry in the 

development of fiscal resource support". 
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Comparison of Vocational Student Organizations 
to Other Educational Opportunities 

Fourteen possible skills and abilities that could be 

addressed by several educational opportunities, the highest 

mean score for Vocational Student Organizations was 1.9 on a 

1.0 - 4.0 scale, with 1 as the highest score. The three 

areas where Vocational Student Organizations scored the 

highest were: (1) "understanding a democratic organiza

tions"; (2) "citizenship development"; and (3) "community 

development". The lowest mean score was in the area of 

"preparation for advanced education". 

Conclusions 

Based upon the findings of this study, the following 

conclusions were drawn: 

1. The members of the Arizona Legislature are not 

generally well aware of the Vocational Student 

Organizations. 

2. In support of the public school system, Vocational 

Student Organizations have an important role to 

"increase high school graduation rates". 

3. There was an indication that the legislature under

stood the purpose and outcomes of Vocational Stu

dent Organizations when compared to other educa

tional opportunities. This understanding still has 

room for improvement and better comprehension. 



4. Individuals of different occupational backgrounds 

who were members of the legislature had distinct 

differences relative to the levels of familiarity 

with the Vocational Student Organizations. 

5. Vocational Student Organizations are an effective 

educational opportunity operating in the public 

school system. This effectiveness covers a variety 

of skills and abilities needed by students for 

personal achievement. 

Recommendat i ons 

Based upon the findings and conclusions of this study, 

the following recommendations are made: 

1. Individuals involved with Vocational Student Orga

nizations at the local school and state levels must 

enhance and increase communication to the Arizona 

Legislature relative to their purpose, goals and 

outcomes. 

2. This study should be duplicated in other states and 

at the local level with those individuals who have 

a significant impact of the operation of Vocational 

Student Organizations in regards to funding and 

policy. 

3. Those responsible for the planning and management 

of Vocational Student Organizations, both at the 

local and state levels, should heed certain aspects 

of the study relative to outcomes. In particular, 



the continued need to help students with personal 

development and achievement. 

This study should be utilized by the Arizona De

partment of Education in planning processes to 

ensure that the perceptions of the legislature are 

addressed in an effort to increase Vocational 

Student Organization staffing and operational 

support. 

This study should be repeated on a periodic basis 

to assess the changing perceptions and determine 

the changing needs of the Arizona Legislature. 

The specific occupational background areas of Trade 

and Industrial, Marketing and Professional with low 

awareness and familiarity with Arizona's Vocational 

Student Organizations should be targeted with 

public relations efforts to increase their personal 

awareness. Increased efforts should also be 

utilized to maintain and increase the level of 

awareness of the other occupational specific areas. 

Activities such as Vocational Education Day, local 

school visits to the Legislature and visitations by 

Vocational Student Organization State Officers must 

be maintained to keep members of the legislature 

familiar with the Vocational Student Organizations. 

Activities which should be increased include public 

service announcements and involving legislative 



60 

members as judges in local and state vocational 

education contests and events. 

8. The Arizona Department of Education should provide 

fiscal support for research targeted to provide 

data for the legislature and other interested 

parties relative to student success in work and/or 

college, dropout prevention, personal achievement 

and general opinions of past Vocational Student 

Organization participants. This data must be 

utilized to inform the current and future members 

of the legislature, or others, about the value of 

Vocational Student Organization participation. 
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DOUGLAS P. DALEY 
5085North Sunriver Circle #15 

Tucson, Arizona 85704 
(602)690-1650 

February 11, 1992 

Honorable Lela Alston 
Arizona State Senate 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Dear Senator Alston: 

Students of vocational education in Arizona have the opportunity to participate in a 
variety of Vocational Student Organizations in the secondary schools. Because of 
changes in federal education funding and policy, Vocational Student Organizations in 
Arizona and our nation are under the process of examination and re-evaluation. This 
has generated the need for a study to help guide the decisions of those involved in the 
management, operation and coordination of Vocational Student Organizations. 

As a key public policymaker in our state, your opinions about Vocational Student 
Organizations have a major impact on the future policies and laws affecting their 
operation in the public school system. Because your perceptions and opinions are 
important and because Vocational Student Organizations are important, we are asking 
your assistance and cooperation and 15 minutes of your time in completing a survey 
on Vocational Student Organizations which will be mailed to you within the next few 
days. 

The purpose of the study is to determine the opinions of selected public policymakers 
regarding the role, educational value and relationship of Vocational Student Organiza
tions. The study should provide both significant and useful information as Vocational 
Student Organizations prepare to enter the 21st Century. 

Your participation and time will be greatly appreciated in this endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas P. Daley 
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DOUGLAS P. DALEY 
5085North Sunriver Grcle #15 

Tucson, Arizona 85704 
(602)690-1650 

Februaiy 15, 1992 

Honorable Lela Alston 
Arizona State Senate 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Dear Senator Alston: 

As an individual interested in the political process of local, state and national govern
ments, I appreciate the role of the legislature in a variety of issues. One of these 
issues includes the role of Vocational Student Organizations in our public schools. 

In an effort to provide information regarding opinions of public policymakers' about 
Vocational Student Organizations, I am conducting a research study of the Arizona 
legislature. You should have already received a letter requesting your participation in 
the study. 

Enclosed is a survey form which will provide the database necessary in conducting the 
study. The survey should take less than 15 minutes of your time. 

I guarantee you that your responses are to be strictly confidential. The survey form is 
number coded solely to assist in monitoring the return of the opinionnaire. Data will 
be reported on a group, not an individual, basis. In no way will your individual 
response commit you to any future activities or positions. 

When you have completed the survey instrument, please refold it so that the self-
addressed, stamped portion is to the outside. Tape the form at the top and return it. 
Please return the survey as soon as possible but no later than February 28. 1992. 

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas P. Daley 
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SURVEY OF THE ARIZONA LEGISLATURE REGARDING 
VOCATIONAL STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTI 

HOW FAMILIAR ARE YOU WITH THE VOCATIONAL STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 
IN ARIZONA? 

Directions: 
Please indicate your familiarity with each of the Vocational Student Organizations listed below by circling the 
appropriate number. This would include your participation as a student, contact made by members and 
supporters, visits to local schools, public service announcments, etc 

1. DECA (formerly Distributive Education Clubs of America) 

2. FBLA/ Future Business Leaders of America 

3. FFA (formerly Future Farmers of America) 

4. FHA / Future Homemakers of America 

5. HERO / Home Economics Related Occupations 

6. V1CA /Vocational Industrial Clubs of America 

Very 
Familiar 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

No 
Knowledge 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

If any of the Vocational Student Organizations listed above have a score of 3 or higher, please continue 
with the survey. If all of the responses above are 2 or 1, please sldp to Section VI of the survey. 

Please indicate how you have become familiar with one or more of the Vocational Student Organizations 
listed above. Please check all which apply. 

Member while in high school 

Friends were members in school 

Vocational Education Day 

Visitations by state officers 

Direct contacts by local advisors/instructors 

Local school visits to Legislature 

Other, Please specify: 

Son/Daughter member while in school 

Direct contact made by members 

Direct contacts made by parents of members 

Public Service Announcements 

Participation as Contest Judge 

Local school visits - on-site 

To Part II -> 
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Part II 

WHAT SHOULD VOCATIONAL STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS BE DOING IN ARIZONA? 

Directions: 
Vocational Student Organizations may address several outcomes as they assist in student development. 
Please indicate to what extent Vocational Student Organizations in Arizona SHOULD address the out
comes listed below by checking the appropriate circle on the scale which you believe most closely identi
fies the significance of the item to the role of the Vocational Student Organizations. 

1 

1. Leadership development oooooooooc 

2. Occupational awareness oooooooooc 

3. Confidence building oooooooo oc 

4. Career establishment ooooo ooooc 

5. Occupational experience oooooooooc 

6. Recreational activities oooooooooc 

7. Communications and human 
relations development 

8. Emphasize competitive 
contests 

9. Citizenship/fostering of 
patriotism 

10. Cooperative attitude 
development 

11. Community development 
and support 

12. Resource management 
development 

13. Improvement of scholarship 

14. Reduction of unemployment 

15. Re-enforcement of basic skills 
(reading, writing, arithmetic) 

High Low 
Priority Priority 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 

0 o 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

o 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 o 0 0 o 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 

0 0 0 0 o 0 o 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 

0 0 0 o o 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 o o o 0 0 

0 0 0 0 o 0 o 0 0 

0 0 0 o 0 0 o 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 

17. Development of a work ethic 

18. Decrease the dropout rate 

19. Development of self-worth 
attitudes 

20. Other, Please specify: 

To Part III-* 
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Putm 

HOW EFFECTIVE ARE VOCATIONAL STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS IN ARIZONA? 

Directions: 
For each of the possible outcomes of Vocational Student Organization participation listed below, please 
indicate at which level you feel Vocational Student Organizations ARE currently performing by checking 
the appropriate circle on the scale which you believe most closely identifies the level of effectiveness for 
that item: 

Excellent Average Poor 

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

1. Leadership development o 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 

2. Occupational awareness o 0 0 0 o o o o 0 0 

3. Confidence building o 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 

4. Career establishment o 0 0 0 0 0 o o 0 0 

5. Occupational experience o o 0 o o 0 0 o 0 0 

6. Recreational activities 0 o 0 0 0 0 o o 0 0 

7. Communications and human 
relations development ° 

8- Emphasize competitive 
contests 0 

9. Citizenship/fostering of 
patriotism ° 

10. Cooperative attitude 
development 0 

11. Community development 
and support 0 

12. Resource management 
development ° 

13. Improvement of scholarship 

14. Reduction of unemployment 

15. Re-enforcement of basic skills 
(reading, writing, arithmetic) oooooooooo 

16. Teach mathematics and reading oooooooooo 

17. Development of a work ethic oooooooooo 

18. Decrease the dropout rate oooooooooo 

19. Development of self-worth 
attitudes oooooooooo 

20. Other, Please specify: 

To Part IV 

o o o o o o o o o  

o o o o o o o o o o  

o o o o o o o o o o  
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PART IV 

HOW DO VOCATIONAL STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORT 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN ARIZONA? 

Directions: 
Vocational Student Organizations (unction as a part of the public school system in numerous Arizona commu
nities. Please indicate your level of agreement or disagreement by driing the appropriate number in relation
ship to how Vocational Student Organizations are performing to support the statement listed. 

Strong No Strongly 
Afm Agnc Opinion Diugtc DiMfn* 

1. Increase the high school graduation rate 

2. Re-enforce the basic skills 

3. Prepare students for responslbledtizenship 

4. Promote ihr concept of further learning 

5. Support productive employment In our modem economy 

6. Assist graduates to find jobs 

7. Serve as liaison between business/industry and the 
pubflc school system 

& Provide support to improve the quality of life in the community 

9. Serve as an integral part of the vocational education 
instructional programs 

10. Involve business/Industry in thedevdopment of fiscal 
resource support 

11. Public relations between the school and community 

12 Awarding of occupational experience as a motivator for 
student achievement 

13. Activities to allow students to apply classroom learning 

11 Local community support and development 

15. Promote violence-free and drag-free schools and communities 

16. Other, Please spedfiy. 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

To Part V -> 
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PARTY 

HOW DO SELECTED EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES COMPARE? 

Directions: 
1. Examine the list of skills and abilities below. Next to each skill or ability, place a numeric ranking under the 
educational opportunity corresponding to that opportunity's capability of providing the skill. Place a 1 if that 
opportunity is best at delivering the skill, a 2 under the second best, a 3 under the third best opportunity and a 4 
under the fourth best opportunity. Be sure to assign a different number to each of the four educational opportu
nities (1 through 4). 

1. Basic academic skills development 

1 Occupational preparation 

3. Citizenship development 

4. Dropout prevention 

5. Development of work ethic 

6. Scholastic development 

7. Community development 

8. Communications development (speaking) 

9. Feeling of self worth 

10. Becoming a contributing member of society 

11. Understanding a democratic organization 

12. Economic independence 

13. Preparation for advanced education 

14. Application of classroom knowledge 

15. Other, Please specify: 

2. Students are given the grades A, B, C, D, or F (foil) to denote the quality of their work. Suppose Vocational 
Student Organizations in Arizona were graded this way. What grade would you give Vocational Student Orga
nizations for their effectiveness? (Please check only one.) 

Vocational 
Central Vocational Student 

Athlrtict Education Education Organization* 

(1) MA 
(2) I IB 
(3) I I C 

(4) | ] D 
(5) t 1 F(fail) 
(6) j J No Opinion 

To Part VI -
Back Page ' 



PART VI 71 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Control Number: 

1. Please indicate your current position (please check one) 
(1) [ ) State Senator 
(2) [ j State Representative 

2. Check the category below which best describes your occupational background: 
(please check only one) 

(1) [ ] Agricultural 
(2) [ j Business (clerical, banking) 
(3) { ] Homemaker 
(4) I j Marketing (sales, retail) 
(5) I ] Medical (physician, nurse) 
(6) ( ) Trade and Industrial (construction, manufacturing) 
(7) t j Professional (law, education, etc.) 
(8) [ j Self-employed Please indicate type of business: 

3. Check your polictical party affiliation: 
(1) [ ] Democrat 
(2) [ ) Republican 

Thank you for your help. Please fold and tape the survey form so that the return address is to the 
outside and place in return maiL 

WZS8 ZV 'uosanj, 
SI# ap^D J3Auuns ipjON S80S 

XajBQ sei8noa 

pasop ado aseajj 
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Follow-up Post Card 

Last week, a survey concerning Arizona's Vocational Student 
Organizations was mailed to you. We are seeking the opinions of 
select individuals in public policymaking positions. 

If the survey has already been completed and returned, please 
accept our sincere thanks. If not, please do so before February 
28, 1992. Because the survey has been sent to a select, but 
representative sample, it is extremely important that your responses 
be included in the study for the results to accurately represent the 
opinions of public policymakers. 

If by some chance you did not receive the survey, or it has been 
misplaced, please call me at (602)621-1523 and another survey will 
be mailed to you. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas P. Daley 
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DOUGLAS P. DALEY 
5085North Smriver Circle #15 

Tucson, Arizona 85704 
(602)690-1650 

March 5, 1992 

Honorable Stan Barnes 
Arizona House of Representatives 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

Dear Mr. Barnes: 

A few weeks ago I contacted you regarding your participation in a survey about Arizona's 
Vocational Student Organizations. Since I have not received your completed survey 
instrument, I wanted to again ask for your cooperation in this study. 

I realize that this is an extremely busy time for you and I apologize for adding to your 
workload. Since this survey includes only members of the Arizona Legislature it is 
extremely vital that all who receive the survey form complete and return it. 

Once again I personally guarantee you that your responses are to be strictly confidential. 
The survey form is only number coded to assist in monitoring its return. Data will only 
be utilized for determining group opinions, not an individual basis. In no way will your 
individual responses commit you to any future activities or positions. 

Returns from the first mailing left only a few non-respondents and so I decided to contact 
you and ask if you would take the time to complete the form. Please return the survey 
by March 14. 1992. 

Because of your tight schedule, if you prefer you may wish to call me at 621-1523 days 
or 690-1650 evenings with your responses. 

Will you please take a few minutes to participate in this study? 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas P. Daley 
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