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ABSTRACT 

In view of the pressures accompanying modern life and population growth, there is 

great need and importance in the preservation of historic sites, which can create balance 

between the past and future and strengthen the sense of stability and cultural continuity. 

This study critically analyzes plans for preservation and development of four of the 

seven colonies which were founded in Palestine in the 19th century by the German 

Templers who immigrated because of religious convictions. The history of the group 

and their contribution to the development of Palestine are described, as are the present 

condition of the colonies. Criteria for critical analysis of preservation plans which 

drawn from existing laws in the modern state of Israel, international charters, and 

interviews with people connected to the colonies in one way or another. The 

conclusions from this analysis show that only one plan fits the criteria. 



Time present and time past 
Are both perhaps present in time future, 
And time future contained in time past. 

- T.S. Eliot, "Burnt Norton" 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This study is an investigation of the preservation plans of four unique 

neighborhoods in Israel, which were founded by a group of people who have fascinated 

scholars, architects and laymen. This is in line with the growing awareness throughout 

the world of the importance of communities, sites, buildings and monuments which are 

milestones marking the history of peoples and countries and is tangible evidence of their 

development. But in the past, and in the present, historical sites have been under 

constant threat from modern life: population pressure, increased prosperity, public 

services, land speculation and motor vehicles. 

Preservation is an attempt at finding the balance between the past and the 

present. It strengthens cultures, environmental and social values, and enriches the 

town's character, and by extension, the lives of its inhabitants by giving a sense of 

stability and cultural continuity in the face of rapid urbanization. 

In Israel, too, the process of urbanization has brought with it great pressure on 

open spaces and sites of historical, architectural and cultural value. From the first 

years of the state there has been an unrelenting press for development and construction, 

together with a desire to create and renew in all aspects of the young state. This is in 

keeping with the socialist spirit that prevailed for many years. As the Socialist hymn, 

The Internationale, puts it: "The earth shall rise on new foundations...". This, in 

addition to the urban renewal movement and the lack of awareness of the importance 
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of preservation, meant that many historic sites were destroyed or altered. In the early 

1970's, as a consequence of the 1964 Venice Declaration on the need for preservation 

of cultural sites, sensitivity to the issue of preservation in Israel began to be manifested 

in planning, the involvement of citizens' organizations and in local and national 

legislation. 

One group of sites which suffered from the developers' fervor and the public's 

lack of awareness, was the German Colonies They were founded by members of the 

Templer Movement1 in the Holy Land2 in the second half of the 19th century and early 

20th century. They represent an important chapter in the history of the development of 

this land. The sites of these colonies, the product of a distinct group of settlers and 

culture, drew the attention of travelers to the Holy Land in the 19th century who 

commented on their unique appearance and expressed their admiration for the 

Templers' achievements (Salomon, 1878:109; Oliphant, 1887:285). 

Their uniqueness and the role they played in the development of Palestine, has 

aroused the curiosity of historians (Carmel) and geographers (Kark, Ben Artzi, 

Thalmann) who have been interested in the study of the Land of Israel in the modern 

era and, in particular, the development of the Jewish settlements. This academic interest 

is in itself a significant reason for preserving the German Colonies. 

The people who founded the Templer Colonies came to the Holy Land as a 

result of religious motives. The way they planned and built the colonies, the manner 

in which they went about their daily lives, developed model agriculture and industry 

and managed commerce and banking, was done out of deep religious convictions. They 
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believed that they should serve as a model for the local population. Religion and 

ideological motives were also the driving force behind certain groups in the United 

States who developed unique towns and landscapes. 

One of the most prominent of these groups are the Mormons, whose towns are 

characterized by a grid plan and wide streets (Joseph Smith's concept of the "Plat of 

the City of Zion"). The houses are set back from the street by a fixed distance, a plan 

unique to the Mormons. Agricultural activities are confined to the back yards. The 

landscape is characterized by irrigation canals along the main roads, poplar trees and 

open fields around the town. Barns and granaries add to the unique landscape 

(Francaviglia, 1978; Gelpke, 1973). 

The Amish Mennonite ("Pennsylvania Dutch") communities of southeastern 

Pennsylvania are another example. These communities are distinguished by the absence 

of separate church structures and by the members' plain appearance. The open 

landscape is shaped by the fact that motor vehicles are not used (Sopher, 1967:45). 

Bjorklund (1964) also identified another landscape shaped by religious 

principles, that of the Dutch Reform communities in Michigan. This landscape is 

characterized mainly by churches at the center of the settlements, with essential 

commercial establishments in their vicinity. Other commercial activity is located on the 

periphery. Compact tracts of land owned by church members are planned to exclude 

any non-Calvinist life from the area controlled by the Dutch Reformed. Typical farming 

deals with specialized types of commercial agriculture. 
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These groups affected the landscape in the United States on a large scale, the 

main features of which still dominate and shape the landscape in certain areas. The 

Templers created a unique landscape only within the boundaries of their settlements. 

They had a great influence on the early Jewish settlements and neighborhoods, and less 

on the shape and pattern of the Arab communities. Today, this uniqueness is still 

manifested in the built area of some of the sites. 

The power of the past lies not only in the intrinsic beauty of places and objects 

being preserved, but also in the identity and sense of continuity they give. Psychologists 

stress the importance of identity to individuals and groups as something they must 

maintain in the face of social and economic development - development that may offer 

physical comfort, security and cheaper products. This may, however, be at the price 

of depersonalization. 

Historic towns and buildings offer a link with the past, a sense of continuity. 

They are distinguishable from one another at a time when new urban development is 

increasingly standardized and depersonalized (Shankland, 1979). This is particularly 

true of Israel where most of the buildings, which were constructed after 1948, show a 

high degree of standardization. 

The new spirit of preservation in Israel has exerted tangible influence on 

planning with regard to some of the German Colonies. However, in the past there was 

a great deal of irreversible destruction in some of the colonies. Furthermore, in sites 

where preservation plans exist, they appear to offer insufficient protection for the sites. 
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In light of this situation, the objectives of this study are: 

1. to document the historic significance of the Templer Colonies, 

2. to document the existing preservation plans for the sites and the physical 

states of preservation, 

3. to assess existing plans in light of current criteria and guidelines for 

preservation, and 

4. to develop recommendations for further preservation. 

The remainder of this thesis is divided into chapters two through eight. Chapter 

2 provides an explanation of methods used in this study. Chapter 3 deals with the issue 

of preservation, its concept and rationale, and its manifestation in Israel. 

Chapter 4 presents the history of the Templers in the Holy Land. Chapter 5 

presents the impact of the Templers on the Holy Land in all aspects of life and 

development: transportation, commerce, industry, agriculture and architecture. Chapter 

6 describes the state of the colonies today, their inhabitants and state of preservation. 

Chapter 7 presents the findings of interviews, describes existing preservation plans 

chosen for this study and sets out criteria for preservation. Chapter 8 discusses the 

existing plans in light of the criteria and suggests ideas for further preservation. 
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CHAPTER 2 

METHODS 

Archival data and focused interviews were used as primary research methods in 

this study. Archival data were used to provide historical and geographical background 

information, to select plans for in-depth analysis, and to define criteria for that analysis. 

Personal interviews were used to collect additional background information about the 

sites and plans on issues such as the evolution of the plans, present physical state of the 

sites, criteria for preservation, and opinions about the existing plans. 

ARCHIVAL DATA 

Historical and geographical background information was gathered from literary 

sources, archival documents found in state and municipal archives, and in private 

collections (Appendix 1). The uniqueness of the sites and the physical features and 

landscapes of the colonies during various periods was also studied through historical 

aerial and ground photographs and maps found in the sources mentioned above. 

Current plans dealing with the future of the colonies chosen for this study, the 

attached guidelines, and additional information relating to evolution and meaning of the 

plans were obtained in the course of the interviews and from municipal and regional 

councils' archives. However, in some instances access to archives was not always 

granted. 
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FIELD STUDIES 

Visits to the sites were made to obtain a better understanding of the archival 

information, historical and current plans. The physical state of the sites is described in 

general terms, including buildings, fences and vegetation. 

INTERVIEWS 

Interviews consisted of approximately one-hour-long face-to-face, "focused 

discussions" (Zeisel, 1987: 137-154). They were guided by a list of questions prepared 

beforehand based on archival studies (appendix 2). The interviews were tape-recorded, 

notes were taken during the course of the interviews and transcripts were prepared from 

the tape-recordings. 

The method for choosing the people and drawing conclusions was based on the 

Delphi method (Kahn and Bruce-Briggs, 1973:187). Eighteen people were chosen to be 

interviewed. One person who represents the Council for Building and Settlement Sites, 

and is involved in three sites in the Tel Aviv area, was interviewed separately regarding 

each site. Another person, a planner, who is involved in two sites in the north, was also 

interviewed separately about each site. Altogether, 21 interviews were conducted. The 

people chosen for interviews represent all the sites and a variety of disciplines (Table 

2.1) including: 

a. planners-architects or city planners who today are or, in the past, were 

connected to preservation plans for the colonies, and who have at some time been 

employed by the planning departments of the relevant municipalities; 
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Table 2.1: Interview by Site and Role 

Site Role of Interviewee 

Preservation Municipal Municipal Resident Architect 
Council' Planning Representative Prepared 

Dept. Plan 
Haifa + ++ 

Sarona + + + 

Walhalla + + 

Jaffa + + 
Jerusalem + ++ 

Wilhelma + + + 

Bethlehem in 
the Galilee + + 

Waldheim + + + 

Totals2 3 7 2 3 6 

1. Council for the Preservation of Buildings and Settlement Sites 
2. Total of interviewees representing this role 

b. architects who prepared plans in the past or who are involved today in 

the preparation of plans for the sites; 

c. heads of rural villages; 

d. inhabitants of rural sites who are currently involved in the 

process of preservation in their villages, or were recommended by the heads of villages 

as people willing to contribute to this study. Inhabitants of urban sites were not 



interviewed, either because of the character of the local population, or because the 

dominant body in planning and decision-making is the municipal authority; 

e. representatives of the Council for the Preservation of Buildings and 

Settlement Sites, a voluntary public body with parliamentary recognition and support. 

Not all of those chosen for interviews live within the community in question. 

Some live in big towns where the German Colony is only one neighborhood among 

many, and do not always live in the neighborhood. In the rural settlements there is a 

stronger tie between the inhabitants and the site and one can assume that stronger 

interests and emotions are involved. This small sample of people is a cross section 

which provides a starting point for further examinations. 

SELECTION OF PLANS 

This study deals with plans for four sites: Sarona, Walhalla, Jerusalem and 

Bethlehem in the Galilee. These sites represent a variety of local conditions and plans 

which were prepared in different periods. There are no plans at the present for 

Wilhelma (B'nai Atarot) and Waldheim (Alonei Abba), and Jaffa is considered to be 

mainly an American Colony. The plans for Haifa are also not included because access 

to the archives of the municipality was not granted. 

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT OF THE PRESERVATION PLANS 

The preservation plans are assessed by criteria which define: a historical site, 

extent of preservation, and type of preservation. Criteria were drawn from the Law of 

Building and Planning, Amendment 31, 1991; the Israel Charter on the Preservation of 
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Buildings and Settlement Sites (1989); international conventions or charters ratified by 

the corresponding professional bodies in Israel; the work of several scholars who 

addressed the problem (Fitch, 1982:33-47; Laurie, 1993; Lichfield, 1986; Salamon, 

1984:6-7); and criteria mentioned by interviewees. 



23 

CHAPTER 3 

PRESERVATION 

CONCEPT AND RATIONALE 

Preservation relates to basic values of esthetics, patriotism, history and loss. The 

objective of preservation is to create an authentic, physical link with the past. It aims 

to represent the periods, styles, and history that contributed to the molding of the 

character of a society and nation. Preservation refers not only to the physical 

preservation of the site, but also to the ideology and concepts which are important 

elements in the national consciousness. Ideally, it contributes to the strengthening of 

cultural and environmental values, by creating a sense of stability and continuity. "Pride 

in the past is the surest foundation for confidence in the future" (Sandys, 1971). 

Preservation of the built heritage means ensuring its whole and complete existence from 

the point of view of materials and forms of structures and sites. This heritage includes 

elements of both stationary structures and plant life - whether whole or fragmentary -

which were man-made or which formed the background of human activity, and which 

have been recognized as having cultural value, i.e., historic, esthetic, social or 

scientific value. 

But preservation is never carried out in a vacuum, with carte blanche to restore 

the past. It must contend with the contemporary forces of developers, traffic, land 

values, population changes, politics and bureaucracy. Somehow, the preservationists 

must find a balance between past and present realities. 
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Decision-making regarding sites to be preserved is difficult and complicated. On 

one hand, there are straight-forward criteria, which include the physical state, 

economics, urban problems (transportation, infrastructure, the need for land, etc.), and, 

on the other hand, there are more abstract considerations relating to factors such as 

environmental quality, culture and civilization, art, tradition and heritage. There are no 

objective criteria that set down unequivocally the value - or lack of value - of 

neighborhoods and structures. The criteria which determine preservation or demolition 

are subjective by nature, and include a complex mix of nostalgia, sentiment, 

nationalism, religion, history and ethnology. Those opposed to preservation claim it 

impedes development and progress for the sake of nostalgia. They claim that new 

construction is faster, is less costly, demands less administrative efforts, and is more 

dramatic from the political point of view. Those who support preservation appeal to the 

need to preserve evidence of the past and perpetuate heritage to preserve the collective 

memory. Preservation, they say, is needed to ensure the physical, historical, 

continuation of the city and to create a sense of place so as to fulfill the psychological 

need for identity and belonging. Preservationists maintain that it will improve the town 

by creating an interesting combination between old houses and new construction and 

will create economic incentives. 

Nevertheless, the philosophy of preservation must also provide an answer to the 

problems of economic development, to the need to involve citizens' organizations or 

individuals and private and professional bodies, and to act together to improve the 

environment and to respect people and their needs. 
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The principles of preservation were first defined in the 19th century. There were 

two schools of thought on the subject; one advocated uniformity of style and the other, 

"romantic" preservation. The first school allowed major interference in order to 

"correct" mistakes in style, and in order to achieve uniformity and impose aesthetic 

principles held by one particular culture. As a result of the application of these 

principles, many historic buildings throughout Europe were altered beyond recognition. 

On the other hand, the second school of thought preached complete respect for 

a monument and the way it had survived, and objected to any interference or 

restoration, except for repair work. The two schools agreed that the objects to be 

conserved would be only outstanding and dominant structures, for which the criteria for 

restoration would be aesthetic and historic. More modest buildings, and clusters of 

buildings remained unimportant for the preservationists. This view resulted from the 

situation in which there was a continuation of building techniques, no drastic changes 

occurred in the traditional methods of construction, and there was no fear that the 

regular buildings would be lost. 

Towards the end of the 19th century, foundations for the modern school of 

preservation were laid. "Analytical" preservation advocates the inclusion of complete 

sites and complexes, instead of single monuments. This view states that restoration 

should stop where hypothesis begins. Additions are acceptable only when they do not 

harm the integrity of a monument or site, and even then, it should be clear to the 

observer which parts are new. According to this principle, all phases in the history of 

the monument should be respected (Mintzker, 1978). 
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The principles of this school form the basis for modern preservation, as a 

consequence of the two world wars conservation had a wider interpretation. 

After World War I people became disillusioned with the old world. They wanted 

to build on its ruins a new civilization devoted to modern technology. But the sudden, 

total destruction wrought by World War II created feelings of loss and nostalgia. As a 

result the definition of what should be conserved was widened to include all man-made 

structures and complexes, or sites which are a combination of man-made and natural 

creations which have architectural, historical, scientific or aesthetic importance. Thus 

the principle of preserving an entire locality was accepted. This approach also took into 

account a site's social, economic and political aspects (Reilly, 1986:23). 

The international community has recognized the need for preservation of cultural 

resources, formalizing it in a number of international charters: The Athens Charter 

(1933), The Venice Charter (1964), and The Washington Charter (1987), each of which 

was adopted by the relevant professional organization (Hacohen, 1991:34). 

PRESERVATION IN ISRAEL 

In the State of Israel there are three laws which deal directly with preservation 

of sites: The Planning and Building Law (1965), The Law of Antiquities (1978) and 

The Law on National Parks, Nature Reserves and National Sites (1963). 

a. The Planning and Building Law. Until 1991 the subject of site preservation 

was one of many subjects dealt with in the framework of outline plans, without separate 

consideration. The law stated that the purpose of an outline plan dealing with 
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preservation would be defined as "protecting a building or thing that has architectural, 

historical or archeological importance" (Paragraph 3(61)). The law was amended in 

1991 (Amendment no.31) to enable a real estate owner, local authority or any other 

body approved by the Minister of the Interior to initiate a plan for preservation of sites 

(paragraph 3.) This amendment also granted authority to the Committee of Conservation 

of Sites to order those who have rights to a site, to maintain it. Under certain 

circumstances it also gives the local authority the right to expropriate a site slated for 

presen'ation. Anyone who feels harmed by such action may request compensation. 

An important addition to the amendment was paragraph 10 which states that 

every local authority (municipal or regional) must nominate a committee in charge of 

preservation of sites. The law specifies the members of the committee, how it will 

function, and its responsibilities. "The Site Conservation Plan" was a breakthrough in 

the area of preservation in Israel. It was the first time that a plan of site preservation 

got preferential status over local outline plans (paragraphs 2 and 7.) 

b. The Law of Antiquities - 1978. This law defines an antiquity as anything 

man-made dating before the year 1700. The Minister of Education and Culture has the 

right to declare as an antiquity something that was made after 1700, if it has some 

historical value. No construction, changes, or agricultural activities are allowed on such 

a site. The minister may expropriate the site if it needs protection or for research 

c. The Law on National Parks, Nature Reserves and National Sites - 1963.3 

1. National parks: The Minister of Interior has the right to declare a historical 

site as a national park on condition that the place is designated for this 
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purpose in an approved plan. In this way, the protection of the site and its natural 

environment are achieved. 

2. National sites: The Minister of Interior is authorized to declare an area as a 

"national site" to prevent damage and to enable its preservation. This law is intended 

to protect a defined number of sites whose history in the development of settlements in 

Israel justifies the allocation of national resources for their preservation. 

In addition to the above, there is the Israeli Convention for the Conservation of 

Buildings and Historical Settlements (1989) which calls the public to help to ensure 

that, in the landscape of the Land of Israel, there will be tangible representation of all 

periods, styles and historical processes that the country went through and that affected 

its character and its social and cultural development. 
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CHAPTER 4 

THE TEMPLERS: ORIGIN AND HISTORY 

GERMANY 

The Pietist Movement - History and ideology 

The Pietist Movement out of which grew Millenarism, started in Germany near 

the end of the 17th century, and into the first half of the 18th century. The Pietists 

wanted to revive the spirit of the Protestant Church by strengthening and deepening the 

faith. The expectation of the Second Advent of Christ, and the establishment of the 

kingdom of God on earth which would last one thousand years (the Millennium)4 

became an important element of their faith. 

The movement was begun by J.P.Spener (1635-1705), a theologist from 

Frankfurt, who in his book Pia Desideria (Desires of Piety, 1675), maintained that 

Lutheranism had ceased to be an inspiring belief because of its emphasis on 

scholasticism. Spener proposed a program that would revive religious life through the 

intention of prayer, good works and moral example. The Pietists sought guidance in the 

holy Scriptures and gave less importance to - or rejected outright - later teachings of 

the church. 

Pietism did not detach itself from the church. It spread rapidly among the 

priesthood and the laity and also had an influence on circles of the nobility. But, the 

movement also aroused opposition and harsh criticism from theologians and orthodox 
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circles in Dresden, Wurttemberg and Leipzig. Nevertheless, it spread beyond the 

borders of Germany to England, Scandinavia, Russia, India and North America. 

The founder of the Pietist Movement in Wurttemberg was J. A. Bengel 

(1687-1752), who predicted that the year 1837 would see the return of Jesus Christ on 

earth and the inception of the thousand-year kingdom. Another leader of the movement, 

Schonherr, saw Napoleon as the Antichrist of Scripture, and the French Revolution and 

other social and political events in Europe as strengthening the notion that the day of 

Christ's return was close. This anticipation of the Second Coming became an especially 

important element in the Wurttemberg Pietist Movement. 

In the beginning of the 19th century, the pressure from the church forced many 

followers of Bengel to immigrate to the Caucasus Mountains in Russia. Bengel insisted 

that the End of Days was approaching and believers had to seek refuge in the east. 

Their concept of "east" was the result of taking up the offer of Alexander I, the Tsar 

of Russia, which provided favorable terms for people willing to settle in remote areas 

of Russia. 

This mass immigration of 1817 forced the governing body of Wurttemberg to 

seek ways to put an end to the dwindling of the population. Thus, the king of 

Wurttemberg allowed the establishment of Pietist communities which were to remain 

within the framework of the Evangelical Church, but would have certain independence 

in matters of organization and ritual. The first such community was established in 1819 

in Korntal, near Stuttgart. The head of the community was Gottlieb Wilhelm Hoffmann, 
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the father of Christoph Hoffmann, who would later become the founder of the Templer 

Society (Carmel, 1990:4-5; Kark, 1983). 

The Templer Society - Origin. Ideology and Goals 

The Templers, or "Friends of Jerusalem" as they first called themselves, 

belonged to a German Christian sect associated with the Pietists. The Templer reform 

movement originated in southwest Germany in 1854. It was established by theologist 

Christoph Hoffmann (1815-1885) who believed the Protestant faith was in a state of 

stagnation. Through the Stuttgart newspaper "Suddeutche Warte"5 he preached the idea 

of communal life based on the precepts of the New Testament (Ben Arieh, 1986:127). 

The movement was one of many Christian groups that sprang up after the 

French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars - years which were characterized by social 

and political changes. These changes awakened Millenaristic ideas among Protestants, 

who saw these contemporary events as heralding the coming of the Millennium (Kark, 

1983:48). 

Christoph Hoffmann grew up in a Pietist community in Korental in the state 

of Wurttemberg which was headed by his father, Gottlieb Wilhelm Hoffmann. 

Christoph Hoffmann studied theology at the University of Tubingen. 

Hoffman saw the existing clerical establishment as one of the main reasons 

for the social, political and economic deterioration of Europe, particularly in Germany. 

He hoped to introduce new religious ideas first into the Pietistic movement, and later 

into the other Protestant churches. He claimed that the prophecies in the holy scriptures 
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were the remedy for the spiritual and physical distress of the period. He believed the 

fate of the world reflected the words of the Prophets, and that the time had come for 

the Ingathering of the People of God (das Volk Gottes) in order to save the world from 

a new Babylon. He rejected the allegorical interpretation of the church that the 

ingathering would take place in the next world. He did not think it was possible to 

convince the contemporary clerical establishment of his ideas (Warte, 1936, 12:93; 

Oliphant, 1887:17-18; Carmel, 1990:5). 

As a result of lack of interest of the German states and hostility on the part of 

the church, Hoffmann had to give up the idea of carrying out his plan of the 

Ingathering of the People of God in the German Motherland. 

In his search for a place where the ingathered peoples could live without 

constraints on their way of life, according to the laws of God, Hoffmann discovered 

that both the Prophets and the Pietistic theologians pointed to Jerusalem as the site of 

the Ingathering. Hoffmann also hoped that settling in the Holy Land and creating a 

new, true Christian society, which would be a miniature Kingdom of God with 

Jerusalem at its center, would exert an influence on Europe. (Hoffmann, 1875:260; 

Carmel, 1990:226). 

The idea of settling in the Holy Land was a combination of ideological and 

practical ideas: early Christian thinking and the attraction of the Holy Land and 

Jerusalem, combined with religious persecution and a hostile atmosphere in southern 

Germany. The community was also driven by economic considerations as a result of 

the great hunger in Wurttemberg beginning in 1850. Those years provided fertile 
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ground for new ideas and a receptiveness to Hoffmann's fiery sermons about improving 

the economic situation by changing the social and political regime (Carmel, 1990:7). 

The perceived danger on the eve of the Crimean War, when there were conflicts 

between the Greek Orthodox and the Catholic churches in the Holy Land, made 

Hoffmann's followers decide to make a new home in the Holy Land, where, they 

thought, the war would ignite Armeggedon (Carmel, 1977:112). 

It was George David Hardegg, who eventually became a leading figure among 

the Templers, who helped to translate Hoffmann's ideas into a practical program. He 

urged Hoffmann to fulfill the idea of the Ingathering of the People of God, and later 

carried out the program himself (Carmel, 1990:6). 

In August 1854, a significant step towards fulfilling the idea of the Ingathering 

was achieved with the official declaration by Hoffmann of the establishment of the 

Society for the Ingathering of the People of God in Jerusalem (Gesellschaft fur 

Sammlung des Volkes Gottes in Jerusalem) during a mass meeting in Ludwigsburg. 

Members of the association, Hardegg, Christophe Paulus and Louis Hohn, read a 

petition at the assembly which they intended to submit to the German Constituent 

Assembly (Bundesversammlung) in Frankfurt. The petition, worded in very practical 

terms, asked the Assembly to intercede on their behalf to the Turkish Sultan to allow 

the Ingathering of the People of God in Jerusalem through communal settlements in the 

Holy Land (Palestine was part of the Turkish Ottoman Empire). Their request was 

rejected by the Constituent Assembly, but the very fact that it was submitted revealed 

the dissatisfaction of the movement with the state and the church of Wurttenberg. 
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In 1854 there were an estimated 10,000 members of the Society for the 

Ingathering of the People of God in Jerusalem, known as "Friends of Jerusalem" 

(Carmel, 1990:7-8, 11). 

From 1856 onward, the Society dedicated its efforts in preparing its members 

for settling in Jerusalem. The Society purchased Kirschenhardthof, a farm near 

Marbach Am Neckar in order to live there in the spirit of the People of God. The 

leaders of the Society also moved to the farm, which served as the center of the Society 

until the 1870's (Warte, 1936, 14:105). 

The Society's deviation from the accepted beliefs of the Church resulted in an 

eventual total schism. Members of the Society wrote their own prayers, abolished the 

role of the priest, and accorded the elders of the community (Aeltestenrat) the function 

of their spiritual leadership. The new society encouraged its members to actively 

participate in the life of the new organization, and emphasized the importance of the 

education of the younger generation (Kroyanker, 1987:68). 

The Church's contention that prophecies regarding Jerusalem applied to the 

Children of Israel and not to the Christians of Wurttenberg, was angrily rejected by the 

Society as typical ignorance of the Church. The Protestant Church regarded the 

Society's beliefs as sacrilegious. The members of the Society and their supporters were 

persecuted, their newspaper "Warte" was banned and members lost their jobs. The 

authorities often broke up their meetings by force, and the Society's members were 

frequently beaten and stoned. In 1859 Hoffmann and the people of Kirschenhardthof 

were expelled from the Church of Wurttenburg. As a result, on June 19-20, 1861, the 
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representatives of the Society from other regions of Germany met and decided to break 

away from the Church as well. At this same meeting, it was decided to declare The 

Society for the Ingathering of the People of God in Jerusalem as an independent 

religious movement to be called The Temple Society (Tempelgesellschaft). Hoffmann 

was named a "bishop" and Hardegg, the "secular leader". 

The Templers became an independent church whose religious leaders were 

trained at an Evangelical Seminary established in Kirschenhardthof by Hardegg. 

The goals of the Society were defined as: improving social conditions, educating 

the youth to be a part of "God's people", building the Temple in Jerusalem, and 

controlling the Holy Land (Warte, 1861, 8/8:125-126). In order to achieve these goals 

the Templers were active in international Christian conferences. Their aim was to reach 

the masses, without whom there could be no ingathering in Jerusalem. 

But their attempts failed. The movement remained as it had begun; with the 

exception of a handful of leaders who carried the burden, most of the Templers were 

drawn from the lower classes. They were simple people, with little means. 

Passionate arguments for and against immigration to the Holy Land greatly 

reduced the number of members of the Society, alienating in particular those who had 

joined in order to immigrate as soon as possible to the Holy Land in an organized 

fashion. 

By the beginning of the 1860's the movement numbered only 3,000 members, 

while there had been 10,000 members of the "Friends of Jerusalem" in 1854. At this 
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point the Society's main efforts were concentrated on preparations for immigration and 

settlement in the Holy Land (Carmel, 1990:10-12). 

PALESTINE UNDER OTTOMAN RULE (19TH-20TH CENTURIES) 

Political State 

Palestine was part of the Ottoman Empire from the 16th century until the end 

of the First World War. Until 1840 Palestine was a neglected district of a degenerating 

empire. But from 1841 to 1882 there was a significant change in the area: the 

population grew, the administration changed completely, and Western influence spread 

following the revolution in the means of transportation and communication that began 

to close the gap between Turkey and Europe (Kark, 1984:9). 

In 1840 Palestine again came under Turkish rule after it had been occupied by 

Egypt for ten years. Turkey had changed; its rulers were influenced by the West and 

even dependent on it. Turkey could not have reconquered Syria and Palestine without 

the help of Britain and Austria. One can assume that all of the Ottoman Empire would 

have been occupied by Russia, had it not been for the help of England, France and 

Sardinia during the Crimean War (Schur, 1988:34). 

It was a new era. Under Turkish rule there were changes in citizens' rights and 

administrative reforms which were meant to ensure the lives of the inhabitants, their 

property and honor, without discrimination of religion or ethnic background. Tax 

collection was reformed to put an end to graft. This won the support of European 

countries and they agreed to guarantee the territorial integrity of the empire. The new 


