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ABSTRACT 

The Oregon-California Trail is viewed as a transportation system that 

connected the Missouri River settlements with the Northwest Territory. 

The trail carried thousands of people westward, and furnished economic 

opportunities to enterprising people who operated ferries, trading 

posts, and other trail support services. The study investigates the 

transferability of John C. Hudson's North Dakota town formation model 

presented in Plains Country Towns to an area defined by emigration 

trails. A settlement database is utilized to examine area development 

over time, and explores the relationship between settlement patterns, 

the trail, and the railroad. It shows that water, not market access via 

the trail and railroad, was the primary settlement location influence, 

and that Hudson's model is not transferable due to different railroad 

development objectives. Railroads were initially interested in getting 

through the area, not developing a structure to harvest agriculture 

products from the adjacent hinterlands. Trail location was not a 

primary criteria used during the site selection process. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION: THE TRAIL AS A TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

Along the Trail: Opening a Transportation Route 

The Oregon-California Trail was a primary transportation route that 

connected settlements situated along the Missouri River with California, 

Oregon, and Utah. Initially founded by fur trappers in 1812-13 (Lavender 

1963, 26, 165), the route through South Pass was later utilized by 

emigrants to transverse the Rocky Mountains and became the gateway to 

the Northwest Territory. The Oregon, California, and Mormon Trails 

(Oregon-California Trail) followed the same general overland route along 

the Platte River, prior to reaching many cutoffs west of South Pass. It 

was through South Pass that thousands trekked towards their destination 

in hopes of free land, gold, or simply a better future. 

Initial trail development was associated with the fur trade, and 

early Oregon emigrants traveled across the plains with the caravans 

headed towards the yearly fur trapper rendezvous. As the fur caravans 

returned to the Missouri settlements, Indians and/or other trappers 

guided the emigrants from the rendezvous to the northwest region. In 

the years following the last fur trapper's rendezvous in 1840, the flow 

of emigrants to Oregon cind California took over the westward trails. 

The fur trapper period ended as the era of overland migration commenced 

(Steward 1962, 17). The numbers of people traveling to Oregon and 

California increased following the opening of the Oregon trail in 1843, 

and the California Trail in 1844. These are the years where wagons 

successfully completed the route. The early years are noted as a time 
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where emigrant's struggled against nature; after 1845, it increasingly 

became a competitive struggle between people (Steward 1962, 83). Fur 

caravans heading and returning to the yearly rendezvous created the two-

way trail system. Steward notes that the two-way travel from California 

began in 1845 as people left for the east, offered guide services to 

westward emigrants, or went home to get family and friends to return to 

California (1962, 142). 

Over the next twenty years, it is estimated that 290,000 to 400,000 

people traveled west to Oregon, California, and Utah (Mattes 1995; Unruh 

1979, 120). Time to complete the journey varied from three to six 

months, and was dependent upon weather and environmental conditions, 

selected route, use of wagons or pack animals, and trail conditions. As 

the trail evolved with expanded use, general support services were 

frequently available, such as ferries, and later on bridges were 

established at perilous river crossings. The overland trail grew from 

having limited services to an abundance of services. "For in 1859 and 

1860 there were, literally, hundreds of supportive facilities en route. 

Rarely did the emigrant travel more than twenty-five or thirty miles 

without encountering at least one habitation" (Unruh 1979, 298). 

Charges for services varied, and were typically viewed by overlanders as 

being high. 

A similar route, the Montana Trail, connected Mormon settlements in 

Utah Territory to the Montcina mining area. The north-south trail was a 

"shorter version" of the Oregon-California Trail (Madsen and Madsen 

1980, xii) as it carried emigrants and freighters from the Utah to 

Montana Territory. The 1860's gold strikes converted the trail into a 



major freighting route for roughly eight months during the year, only 

being closed by the winter snows. Missouri River Steainbodts were the 

trail's major competitor, and were only able to finish the journey 

during a few high-water months during the year. Completion of the Utah 

and Northern Railroad put an end to the trail in 1879-80. Over 

approximately a twenty year period, the trail was utilized to haul 

thousands of tons of freight and hundreds of people through northern 

Utah Territory and southeastern Idaho Territory. 

Defining the Research Focus 

The purpose of this investigation is to consider if the North Dakota 

town formation model presented by John C. Hudson in Plains Country Towns 

(1985) can be applied to a study area defined by major emigration 

trails. It examines how the Oregon-California Trail contributed to 

settling southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming between 1860 and 1900. 

Hudson's conceptual model will be utilized to investigate settlement 

patterns in an area traversed by emigration trails to explain why 

settlements were formed, expanded or disappeared. It examines area 

development in the context of time and place to describe the possible 

shift from one regional development system to the next. The project 

attempts to view the effects the trail had on development within the 

defined area, as well as the regional influences that affected the 

formation of the various trails. 

The primary obj ectives of this study are to: 1) investigate the 

evolution of settlements within the defined study area between 1860 and 

1900; 2) assess the relationships between the trails and settlement 



formation and development; 3) identify the railroads' influences on 

settlement formation and development; and 4) determine if Hudson's 

settlement model is applicable for this study area and conditions. 

Factors which influence the formation of settlements could include 

natural boundaries such as rivers cuid mountains, or transportation 

routes utilized to provide area access, products and services. 

The trail is viewed in a similar manner as a railroad or river 

transportation system where traffic flows along the route that sponsored 

and/or supported settlement formation,^ These settlements were 

established as and/or evolved into trade centers which connected farmers 

and merchants with distant markets (Hudson 1985, 8; Mahoney 1990, 47), 

As the trail developed, various forms of economic activities, such as 

ferries, trading posts, and blacksmiths, were introduced along the 

route, and it is these types of activities which could lead to 

settlement formation. A major difference between the trail and a 

railroad linear settlement system is that the trail evolved over time 

from the passage of people and animals (Steward 1962, 5-6), while the 

railroad was planned as a system from the beginning to further corporate 

goals (Hudson 1985, 15). 

The Oregon-California Trail along with area landforms are the 

principal elements that define the study area situated within Idaho and 

Wyoming (see Figure 1). This specific area was identified to fully 

evaluate settlement/trail relationships, and to reduce influences from 

existing towns situated along the Missouri River and those on the 

trail's western terminus. In addition, it is important to consider a 

part of the trail that had an opportunity to initiate settlements from 
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various trail supported entrepreneurial enterprises as well as other 

regional development influences. The north/south study area boundaries 

extend from the Utah/Idaho border to the Snake River, while the eastern 

and western boundaries were defined by the physical landscape. The 

eastern study area boundary is the Bear River/Green River divide, 

approximately 1,000 miles from Independence, Missouri (Steward 1962, 

127-136). 

The western boundary is defined within an area where four trails 

crossed paths in close proximity to the City of Rocks, another known 

trail landmark in southern Idaho (Figure 2). California and Oregon 

bound overlanders traveling the Fort Hall route would part company where 

the Raft River meets the Snake River (Steward 1962, 136). California 

bound companies followed the Raft River along the Applegate-California 

Trail and passed City of Rocks as they headed south toward Nevada. 

Hudspeth's Cutoff and the Salt Lake-Oregon Trail alternative routes 

intersect the Applegate-California Trail in an area roughly 21 miles 

northeast of City of Rocks, five miles west of Malta. The three routes 

follow the same trail for approximately three miles before the Salt 

Lake-Oregon trail diverges northward towards Albion. The Salt Lake-

California Trail and Kelton Road^ joins the Applegate-California Trail 

roughly three miles south of City of Rocks. A majority of the overland 

California and Oregon traffic passed through this general area situated 

between the junction of the Snake and Raft Rivers, and the City of 

Rocks. Only those selecting the route south of the Great Salt Lake 

known as Basting's Cutoff, or choosing a Oregon Route north of the Snake 

River, would bypass the section^. 
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FIGURE 1: LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA ALONG THE TRAIL 

Missouri River 

Study Area Fort Hall 

Fort Laramie 
Council Bluffs 

Sacramento SL Joseph 

\ Mofmon Station 

Source: Unruh 1979, 238. 

FIGURE 2: SOUTHEASTERN IDAHO, WESTERN WYOMING STUDY AREA 

Oregon Tr^ 

City of Rocks 

Fort Bridger 

Source: Unruh 1979, 238. 
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The defining element that unites the study area is overland travel 

via the Oregon-California Trail and the Montana Trail. It does not 

include overland trails situated within the state of Utah since a 

primary interest of study is to consider permanent settlement formation 

generated or influenced by the trail. Settlements in the Great Salt 

Lake valley were initially formed by Mormons in 1847 to escape from 

gentile (non-Mormon) hostilities, and expanded from a steady migration 

of incoming converts. Initial motivation for these settlements was to 

obtain religious independence, and to create a community where they 

could exercise their religious beliefs and practices without torment. 

Although Mormons traveled the Overland Trail with California and Oregon 

bound emigrants, Utah settlements were created for isolation, not for 

economic gain from trail activities. The exclusion of Utah is an 

attempt to reduce the Mormon's frontier influence on the investigation. 

Mormon settlements and those with a strong Mormon influence situated 

within the study area are considered. Some of these Mormon town 

locations were either on or in close proximity to the trail, and 

initially benefitted from trade with overlanders. Thousands of 

emigrants passed through Salt Lake City and other Mormon settlements 

which were originally established to escape gentile interactions. It is 

possible that these settlement locations could be related to trail 

activities to capture part of the emigrant trade. 

The examination of settlement activities along the trail and the 

influence of the railroad provides another view of the overland and 

settlement experience. The application of Hudson's development model 

within the defined study area is dependent upon change through time, and 
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looks beyond the daily trail and yearly settlement occurrences to the 

types of activities that could influence the settlement process. 

Hudson's investigation illustrates how one regional development stage is 

dependent upon the events that occurred during the previous stage, and 

the changes that took place with the introduction of the railroad. This 

study recognizes the importance of the interdependent development 

stages, and is an attempt to view the trail as an economic development 

source, not simply a route utilized by heroic people whose goals were to 

achieve Mcinifest Destiny. 

Literature of the Trail 

The quantity of literature associated with the overland trail is 

significcmt, and can be placed within a number of different categories. 

Hundreds of emigrant journeys have been documented in journals and 

recollections, and furnish first hand impressions of trail activities 

during different time periods. Numerous books and articles have been 

written based upon these chronicles, and examine many aspects of the 

trail including its development, description, family life, impact of 

disease, and emigrant culture. Many studies focus primarily upon the 

initial formation of the trail by fur trappers, and/or the first 

successful crossings by emigrants to Oregon and California. Other 

examinations focus on significant events such as the gold rush years, or 

the tragedy surrounding the Donner party's 1846 attempt to reach 

California. Several descriptions of the earlier years have become 

conventional examples of trail activities, and have resulted in general 
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trail perceptions that do not consider other periods when travel along 

the route v/as significantly different (Unruh 1979, 4). 

A comprehensive discussion of the trail is given in John Unruh's, 

The Plains Across: The Overland Emigrants and Trans-Mississippi West, 

1840-60. Published in 1979, the book offers a new approach to the 

investigation of the emigration trails by a detailed review of various 

trail attributes over an extended period. The basic theme of the book 

illustrates the concept of change over time, and how one or two years 

cannot be utilized as typical years to describe the crossing experience. 

Many previous studies have not incorporated this viewpoint, and limit 

the discussion from the early 1840's through the gold rush years, 1849-

1850. He states that previous approaches to trail studies "have tended 

to underplay the concept of change through time. Perhaps increased 

understanding and new perspectives about the overland emigration can 

come with an approach utilizing an even broader scope" (1979, 27). The 

book contains a detailed literature review of trail related materials, 

and has been a primary background sources for this investigation. 

Other primary sources include George Steward's The California Trail 

(1962). It provides a yearly examination on the development of the 

trail in the 1840's, and summarizes significant changes that occurred in 

the 1850's. By following the trail from the Missouri settlements across 

to California, it illustrates trail developments over time. Westward 

Vision by David Lavender (1963) examines the formation of the trail 

which has its beginnings associated with the search for the Northwest 

Passage and Lewis and Clark's epic journey. It furnishes a detailed 
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explanation of the fur trapper era, and the political contest that 

eventually lead to the formation of the Oregon Territory. 

A more recent work focusing on the Oregon-California Trail is 

Gregory Franzwa's, Maps of the Oregon Trail (1982).'^ It was originally 

a part of the National Park Service's comprehensive report on the Oregon 

Trail which was initiated following the trail's designation as a 

National Historic Trail in 1978. The collection of maps shows the 

location of the trail as it passes through five different states, and 

the locations of river crossings, military forts, trading posts, and 

numerous emigrant graves. It was compiled from original land surveyors 

records, and from information presented in diaries. Another book by the 

same author. The Oregon Trail Revisited (1972), provides a narrative of 

the trail from Independence to Oregon City, and furnishes detailed 

descriptions of how to follow the trail by car as well as related 

historical accounts. The book is another valuable resource for those 

interested in following the trail. 

A comparison of the trail with the present landscape is presented in 

The Oregon Trail: Yesterday and Today hy William Hill (1989). The book 

follows the westward track from Missouri, and includes excerpts from a 

few emigrant diaries as well as present day photos of trail landscapes, 

period paintings and drawings. It also contains a yearly chronology of 

events from 1803 to 1859 that describe the trail's development. The 

comparison of trail sketches and paintings to the present landscape 

photos encompasses a major portion of the book. 

Salt Lake City as an emigrant waystation is described in detail by 

Brigham Madsen in Gold Rush Sojourners In Great Salt Lake City, 1849 and 
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1850 (1983). Situated in an area once know as the Great American 

Desert, Salt Lake City trade with overlanders was extensive; Mormons 

traded fresh vegetcibles, milk, and cheese along with other trail 

necessities with the overlanders for cloths, groceries and mainufactured 

goods. The book provides a different trail perspective by focusing 

attention on one particular area. Salt Lake City. It shows how the 

Mormon settlements benefitted from the overland emigration, and how 

these settlements supported the overlanders. 

Current research also focuses on women's experiences and 

perspectives on the overland journey, and the composition of emigrant 

population in regards to families. John Mack Faragher utilized 

materials from overland emigration to consider relationship between men 

and women and their social and cultural practices by examining family 

behaviors. His Women and Men on the Overland Trail (1979) focuses on 

the division of labor, male and female roles, and the different trail 

perspectives portrayed by men and women in their writings. It provides 

insights into the mid-nineteenth century farm community by explaining 

how men typically made the decision to migrate with little input from 

their wives, and how the functional male and female farm roles were 

carried over to daily trail responsibilities. 

The women's overland trail perspective is also presented in Covered 

Wagon Women, Diaries & Letters from Western Trails 1840-1890 edited and 

complied by Kenneth L. Holmes (1991). It is a collection of women's 

trail diaries that recorded the daily occurrences of the journey. The 

collection of women's writings offers another view of the long westward 

journey along the Oregon Trail as well as other western trails. The 
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collection provides an interesting view of the overland experience after 

the 1860's. 

Oregon, California and Texas emigrant guidebooks printed in the 

United States before 1861 were examined and presented in a descriptive 

bibliography by Ellis Turner (1980). Advice to travelers, geographical 

descriptions cind route information are three common elements found in 

the guidebooks which tended to portray the destination as paradise. 

Barbara Macpherson Burgress examines women's journals and recollections 

to analyze women characteristics and the trail community's social 

structure in Migrant Women to Oregon, 1836-1860: Hail the Columbia 

(1989). The interdependence between organized companies and families is 

illustrated, and a description of how migrant parties acted as 

communities is provided. The study also discusses the push/pull factors 

related to migration, and how the pull to Oregon was stronger than push 

from mid-west. 

Two dissertations that provided detailed information related to 

Mormon settlements in and around Utah Territory were Lynn Albert 

Rosenvall's Mormon Settlement Patterns: 1830-1900 (1972), and Peter J. 

Valora's A Historical Geography of Agriculture in the Upper Snake River 

Valley, Idaho (1986). Rosenvall provides a detailed accounting of all 

Mormon settlements within three defined settlement periods. It offers a 

complete history of the Mormon settlement activities, and furnishes a 

description of the settlement process. Valora compares settlements in 

Cache Valley Utah with those in the Upper Snake River Valley in Idaho to 

examine similarities and differences. The study shows how Cache Valley 

settlement patterns were influenced by the Mormon Church, and how other 
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patterns were utilized when settlers entered the Upper Snake River 

Valley. Both these studies car. be considered as primary resources for 

settlement dates as well as information describing the Mormon settlement 

process.^ 

These studies illustrate how examining the Oregon-California Trail 

from different perspectives can furnish new information on the historic 

journey as well as the areas from which the trails traversed. Early 

studies primarily cover the fur trapper period, the initial trail 

development era, and the gold rush period. A more recent wave of 

research focuses on women's views of the overland migration, and the 

informal social organization found along the trail. These studies show 

that the routine labor associated with the daily drive westward was 

often shared among members of the group, and that the strong, 

individualistic portrait of the overlanders should be replaced with 

those of teamwork and cooperation. 

Geographical Perspective: Hudson's Development Process 

The analysis of the settlement system within the defined area 

follows the regional development process model as outlined by John 

Hudson in Plains Country Towns. Hudson investigates the North Dakota 

area during the mid-to-late-nineteenth century, and describes three 

interrelated regional development phases: frontier era, inland towns, 

and railroad towns (Hudson 1985, 12-13). Each initial phase furnishes 

the infrastructure for the subsequent stage. The model views towns by 

considering three variables, people, activities, and structure, and 

focusing upon these within a framework defined by time and place (Hudson 



1985, 13). This development process can be viewed as a regional 

settleinent niodel, because it illustrates how early settlement 

activities, such as the establishment of trading posts, military forts 

and general stores, provide the necessary communication and 

transportation infrastructure which would support the growth and 

development of towns and possibly, regional market centers. The 

following is a brief description of the three settlement phases, and the 

variables that are incorporated into the process. 

Hudson's Frontier era covers the early nineteenth century 

explorations, and the establishment of trading posts associated with the 

lucrative fur trade. These posts were also referred to as forts because 

they were built similar to a stockade, enclosing residences, work areas, 

trading rooms, and stables (Hudson 1985, 18). Trading forts were 

established as part of the lucrative fur trade to collect furs from the 

local Indian population as well as white fur trappers. The Missouri and 

other rivers were the primary transportation routes that connected these 

trading forts with St Louis and other growing river towns. 

Miliary forts were initially established between 1864 and 1867 to 

support troops providing protection to overlanders crossing the great 

northern plains. An overland wagon route formed to furnish access to 

the gold fields situated in the Pacific Northwest, and connected the 

series of military forts. Sioux and other Indian tribes began attacking 

wagon trains in retaliation to the expanding westward movement that was 

impacting tribal lands and the Native American way of life. Along with 

the creation of these military forts came the formation of mail routes 

and supply lines. Forts and trading posts were not self-sufficient, and 
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provisions were routinely transported overland from other forts situated 

along the Missouri River. The co-mbination of the wagon trains heading 

to the gold field, mail routes, and supply lines formulated the initial 

transportation routes in the region (Hudson 1985, 20-21). 

Settlers that remained in the area were either associated with a 

trading post, Indian agents, or military personnel. An assortment of 

other trades that supported these operations was also present in the 

region, and included woodcutters, blacksmiths, and mail carriers (Hudson 

1985, 21). These occupations were indirectly related to the military 

and trader functions, since they supported transportation and 

communication systems which furnished necessary supplies and services to 

these remote outposts. 

The early fur trappers and post traders had to rely upon the 

wholesalers located in the larger trading areas to obtain products. A 

vital requirement for these traders was a good credit rating, since the 

majority could not afford to purchase merchandise with cash. Mciny of 

these traders purchased goods in New York thus establishing long

distance trade connections from urban areas to the remote frontier 

(Hudson 1985, 22). The creation and maintenance of these long-distance 

trade routes was one important element associated with settlement 

formation process. Long-distcuice trade was essential for the merchants 

to continue operations, and was a required component for further 

settlement activities. 

The frontier era was the time where trade, communication, and 

transportation routes were created, and their existence provided the 

basis for the next regional development stage. It is the combination of 
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activities in one period that created the stage for the next development 

phase. The military furnished protection within the area surrounding 

the fort and along the transportation routes, while post and fur traders 

provided goods to the local populations. Trade operations were 

dependent upon linkages to major markets and wholesalers, and furnished 

the basic infrastructure necessary for the next settlement phase. The 

settlement process revolved around the creation and maintenance of 

transportation routes to support trade (Hudson 1985, 24). 

Inland towns are a regional classification that identifies towns 

established prior to the arrival of the railroad in the North Dakota 

area. It denotes a period where merchants and trades people moved into 

an area prior to the introduction of the railroad with the primary 

purpose of building a business. The objective was to establish the 

enterprise before the mass immigration in order to have control of 

future market activities. Inland towns and railroad towns had a 

symbiotic relationship, each one helped each other become established. 

Inland towns would not have been created unless the railroad was 

planning to move into the area, and the success of the railroad towns 

would not have been possible without the prior establishment of inland 

towns. Hudson describes the settlement system as "scattered stores, 

post offices, and other businesses, which had been connected by stage 

lines under star-route mail contracts in thinly settled country devoted 

to stock raising and general farming" (Hudson 1985, 37). 

Many of these settlements were not actually towns, but were 

comprised of a general store, a blacksmith shop, or a combination of 

trade activities dispersed across the landscape. It was not uncommon 
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for inland towns to consist of a single establishment. Inland towns 

were created in hopes that the railroad would be attracted to their 

location, but these proprietors were also ready to relocate as soon as a 

local railroad town was plotted. Others were simply a speculative or 

paper town. Selling sites as a future railroad town was big business, 

and many towns were merely constructed on paper, plotted in an attempt 

to lure business and the approaching railroad to the site. Both the 

inland town and the speculative town disappeared as the railroad 

alignment bypassed their location, only to be replaced by a railroad 

town. 

The primary benefit associated with relocating a business from the 

inland town to a railroad site was significant shipping cost reductions. 

Wagon freight operations supplying inland towns charged higher rates to 

transport goods, thus increasing the retail market costs. Higher 

transportation costs placed inland town markets at a disadvantage in 

comparison with railroad town markets. The establishment of a central 

market location, i.e., railroad town, is more attractive to consumers 

than dispersed retail activities. Central-place systems as described by 

Berry (1967) support this point that consumers are generally attracted 

to market areas containing the greater number of shops. The combination 

of reduced costs and a consolidated market area were the driving forces 

behind the business shift from inland to railroad town sites. 

Railroads were primarily interested in organizing regional economic 

activities by furnishing the transportation infrastructure necessary to 

connect the region to long-distance markets. Railroads entered existing 

settlement areas with the intention of expanding commerce, and the town 
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was the transition point between the long-distance markets and the 

productive farm region. Towns functioned as market areas which 

collected and distributed commodities in order to generate business for 

the railroad. The position of these towns and railroad sidetracks were 

important in order to efficiently collect farm products. Since the cost 

in time to haul goods expanded as the distance from the towns increased, 

only those farmers in the immediate area were involved in cash grain 

activities. As the region evolved from homestead to commercial 

agriculture, long-distance trips to markets also changed. Farmers were 

less inclined to spend time traveling to stores or transporting crops, 

cind invested more time in profitable farming activities (Hudson 1985, 

58). 

A regional system approach was employed by the railroad to develop 

the plan which identified the initial railroad alignment, and the number 

of towns along the route. Town location was based upon similar 

principles associated with central-place theory, but Hudson clearly 

notes that his study cannot be utilized to support or confirm the 

location theory. The major difference between the locational theories 

and actual placement of railroad towns is that the developed towns were 

part of an overall railroad transportation system (Hudson 1985, 15-16). 

The design was based upon the railroad's objective of collecting the 

agriculture surplus at minimum costs. It is the designed systems 

approach on a regional scale which differentiates the actual town 

positions from the central-place theory locational models. 

Development of railroad towns was completed by other companies hired 

by the railroad with the intention of establishing a defined structure 
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which meets the railroad transportation requirements. The arrangement 

of the town was the primary consideration, that is the location of 

streets, businesses and residential areas, in order to "create an 

orderly, permanent development that benefitted the local citizenry as 

much as it did the promoters" (Hudson 1985, 70). Railroad affiliated 

townsite promoters were typically responsible for these activities, with 

the size based upon their economic projections. Railroads only needed 

one grain elevator to capture business, and the townsite agent only had 

to sell a fraction of the lots to break even (Hudson 1985, 103). 

Once the railroad line and towns were established, it was not 

uncommon for farmers to petition railroads to construct additional grain 

elevators or sidings. It was in the farmers' best interest to have a 

neighboring grain elevator, but railroads were not always interested in 

expanding the system. Towns and grain elevators were only situated in 

areas the railroad allowed, and were primarily established with railroad 

approval. As competition between railroads expanded, town development 

also expanded in order for the railroad company to maintain their market 

share (Hudson 1985, 55). Railroad expansion was primarily generated 

from competition, not from local community solicitations. 

The success of the town was dependent upon the town site agent or 

developer as well as the local inhabitants. The designer and promoter 

had significant influence on the town's prosperity through the initial 

planning as well as the promotion process. Planning would define the 

size of the town on economic projections, or would specify its 

boundaries based upon anticipated growth. Settlement in one area could 

be encouraged over another with the town site agent influence through 
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publicity or other means. The people who moved into these tovms also 

played a critical developinsnt role, but they worked within the designed 

system to achieve their goals. 

Three variables viewed within a particular time and place form the 

core of the settlement model and corresponding thesis presented by 

Hudson (1985, 13). People, activities and structure are the 

interrelated variables which can be utilized to explain town evolution 

and development. He explains that the difference between this and other 

models is the incorporation of the town's structure component or those 

forms which influence human activities (Hudson 1985, 13). It explains 

how the introduction of the railroad development process ended the 

previous settlement system, and created a new settlement process which 

was dependent upon the system design. Merchants and other business 

people took opportunities furnished within boundaries and conditions 

established by the system designers, resulting in a settlement pattern 

that supported the railroad's objectives. A town is simply a component 

of a larger economic system spliced together via a transportation system 

- in this case, the railroad. 

Geographic Location Concepts: Trade and Transportation 

A number of basic locational concepts can be taken from Pred (1980), 

Berry (1967) and Vance (1970) to explain the settlement process, and to 

describe the relationship between market areas and long-distance trade. 

The intention of this brief examination is to identify sections that can 

be utilized to explain a settlement process, not to argue for or 

against, nor to justify a conceptual theory. Settlement patterns 
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described by Hudson furnish limited support to each general concept 

through consistent town spacing and merchant reliance on long-distance 

trade. The organization of resources appears to be the common function, 

with the differences focused upon the methods. 

Hudson's concept is supported by Pred who investigated the economic 

development of major eastern and midwestern towns and cities between 

1840-1860 in Urban Growth and City-Systems in the United States (1980). 

He presents a model that illustrates the complex relationships between 

regional towns and cities, as well as interregional relationships, and 

how these associations are developed through improvements to the 

transportation and communication systems. Although the work examines 

town and city-system development processes, the basic concept contends 

that trade ties exist between urban areas of equal or greater size, and 

urban growth processes need to consider city interdependence. Towns and 

cities are not isolated landscape elements, but are a part of a larger 

economic system. Business activities in one urban area can affect 

business in other distant urban areas. 

This broader economic concept supports Hudson's model which denoted 

similar town relationships and growth patterns along transportation 

routes. Pred illustrates how railroad and steamboat services augmented 

business activities, and thus attracted immigrants and retained 

inhabitants (Pred 1980, 140). Railroad development in North Dakota 

shared similar traits with railroad town development attracting inland 

town merchants prior to the influx of new settlers (Hudson 1985, 36). 

In The Merchant's World: The Geography of Wholesaling (1970), Vance 

argues that wholesaling activities play a critical role in determining 
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settlement location and expansion. An initial premise is that town 

location is based upon long-distance ties rather than domestic trade 

(Vance 1970, 157). External trade was a primary variable in settlement 

formation and existence, and it was the town's ability to accumulate 

commodities for either shipment to distant markets or for distribution 

to local consumers that affected its development. Early frontier and 

inland town merchants relied on long-distance trade connections with 

suppliers to establish and maintain their business. Since transportation 

costs provided the competitive advantage, the disappearance of inland 

towns associated with the introduction of railroad towns can be related 

to long-distance trading activities. Therefore, the evolution of 

settlements is directly related to the means of transportation, and the 

ability of the merchant and/or consumer to obtain goods at reasonable 

costs. 

Central-Place theory is presented by Berry in Geography of Market 

Centers and Retail Distribution (1967). The primary element of the 

theoretical model is the organization of retail and service 

establishments that support the surrounding community. It is a closed 

system and assumes that the place is not affected by any external 

influences. Urban locations are defined through general principles 

where identified market centers furnish retail and service functions to 

the surrounding area (Berry 1967, 35). Basically, consumers select the 

closest shopping area which has the greatest variety and number of 

shops, because the consumer attraction to a market area increases as the 

number and variety of shops increase. When distance is considered in 

the analysis, the attraction coefficient becomes altered, and a closer 
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market with less stores becomes the primary choice for some goods and 

ssrvicss. 

The basic theoretical concepts provide a reasonable explanation for 

the variation in economic activities associated with the regional 

development process. Hudson notes that self-sufficient farmers in the 

frontier/inland town development phase would spend additional travel 

time to obtain goods at a lesser cost. As a farmer's time became more 

valuable with the introduction of cash grain crops and available markets 

via the railroad, closer stores, possibly with higher prices, would be 

patronized. Distance to markets for farm product sales and purchase of 

goods is an important factor in measuring a town's ability to attract 

trade. The location of grain elevators and market towns can be 

explained using the same premise, as the distance to the place 

increases, the chance a farmer would utilize the resource decreases. 

These principles furnish a logical explanation to the settlement process 

where the consumer on both a retail and wholesale level would travel 

great distances to obtain a better price for desired merchandise. 

It also illustrates an economic system based upon long-distance 

trade, and the resulting complex relationships which form between 

distinct urban areas. The complexity that exists within the real world 

forces these models to apply many assumptions in an attempt to explain 

market variations that could dictate a particular settlement pattern. 

The results is a collection of principles that cannot fully describe the 

built environment, but contains fundamental concepts that could be 

utilized within a defined regional context. In viewing the regional 
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framework, these principles can assist in explaining economic influences 

that could shape markets and possibly the urban landscape. 

Mahoney investigated midwestem regional economic and urban systems 

in River Towns in the Great West: The Structure of Provincial 

Urbanization in the American Midwest, 1820-1870 (1990). It provides an 

understanding of the multiple interactions between points within the 

urban system, as well as regional interactions that affect the urban 

development process. He contends that a local economy evolves from the 

interaction between the developing town or urban area and external 

regional forces that shape local change; not from the duplication of a 

standard development process (Mahoney 1990, 7). The regional view 

permits input from external forces that shape settlements through 

various economic market demands, such as the need for raw materials, 

agricultural products, and/or manufactured goods. 

Consideration towards the purpose of travel when investigating the 

development of transportation patterns was addressed by Vance (1961), 

where he illustrates the point by comparing the Oregon Trail with the 

Union Pacific Railroad. He explains how geographical factors influenced 

transportation route development, and shows why the railroad alignment 

did not follow the Oregon Trail through Wyoming. The study primarily 

focused upon an area where the distance between the two routes was no 

more than one hundred miles, between the fork in the Platte River within 

Nebraska and Ogden, Utah (1961, 358). Trail development was related to 

the availability of water, grass, and passable terrain, while the 

railroad considered the most direct route with minimal grades. 
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Two categories are used to define purpose of travel, non-economic 

transportation and economic transportation. Vance arqrues that the 

Oregon Trail is an example of non-economic transportation, since 

completion of the journey was not profit oriented (1961, 358). In 

contrast, the Union Pacific Railroad was constructed to transport people 

and goods for profit, and represents economic transportation. It is 

noted that the success and importance of the railroad transportation 

route is reflected by the quantity of towns currently situated along its 

alignment. Non-economic transportation routes provide a short-term 

physical connection between two areas while economic transportation 

furnishes a permanent route specifically developed for profit (Vance 

1961, 379). It was concluded that the location of the trail and 

railroad alignments were dependent upon the route's original purpose. 

It seems that if Vance examined the differences between the two 

routes in other than economic terras, the same general conclusion would 

be achieved; location of a route was dependent upon its original 

purpose. Vance contends that the Oregon Trail is non-economic, and does 

not consider how the trail evolved from early trading routes used to 

transport goods between the Missouri settlements and the yearly fur 

trapper rendezvous. Early overlanders, prior to 1841, traveled with the 

profit oriented fur caravans to the northwest over the route which 

became the Oregon Trail. The Union Pacific Railroad (economic) was 

specifically planned to meet defined objectives. Economics was an 

important element in construction as well as long-term operation of the 

railroad. In this context, planning and structure become the 

differences between the two routes. The trail route defined by 
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attributes to support animal powered wagons, reliance on native 

resources (water, grass, and fuel), while the railroad course was 

identified by train operational restrictions (slope) and the cost of 

construction. 

It is difficult to accept many of the general comments presented 

regarding the Oregon Trail, and the notion that the trail represents 

non-economic transportation. Vance does not consider the original 

purpose of the route associated with the fur trade, nor the 

establishment of local trading posts, freighting operations, river 

ferries or other entrepreneurial activities that occurred along the 

route. He also does not consider change over time, and appears to have 

viewed the trail from one of the "typical" years. The trail was 

actually a two-way route prior to the first successful crossing by wagon 

in 1843. The amount of economic activities expanded as the trail evolved 

over time to include Mormons as well as the those traveling to 

California. These economic activities can be associated with the 

initial settlement process as described by Hudson, eind will be discussed 

later. 

* * * 

Prior geographical studies furnish detailed examples of how 

settlement patterns were influenced by regional trading activities, and 

how one settlement system is replaced by another when there is a shift 

in the mode of treinsportation. Hudson's three phase settlement model 

illustrates how this change in settlement patterns occurs, and how 

external enterprises can affect regional development. Geographical 
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theories furnish explanations for many of these occurrences that are 

essentially related to long-distance trade and/or the formation of 

market centers. By viewing the development of an area from a regional 

perspective as suggested by Mahoney, combined with the reasoning 

provided by the economic theories, it can be assumed that Hudson's model 

can be utilized to explain the settlement process in other areas that 

experienced similar events; that is, the fur trade, emigration trails, 

and the railroad. 

The Oregon-California Trail was a two-way route initially formed in 

part by the fur trade, revised over time to meet the travel requirements 

of its users, and reduce travel time and distances. Its demise was 

brought about by the automobile, not the railroad. The area it 

transverses, the southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming (study area), 

contains many of the same settlement attributes as found in North 

Dakota, with the exception of topography. If the settlement model is 

transferable, the identified study area would therefore follow a similar 

three phased settlement process. 

This investigation considers the events that shaped settlement 

patterns within the study area as well as external influences that 

affected regional development. It first examines the history of the 

Oregon Trail, and how it evolved over time. The landscape along the 

trail is explored, along with the unique landscape characteristics found 

within the study area. Situated within three landforms, the study 

area's parallel mountain ranges with open valleys provide a different 

environment than found in the Great Plains. This study approaches the 

investigation from a trail perspective to consider its contribution, in 
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conjunction with other external events, for settlement formation along 

its course. 
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Endnotes 

1. The idea that Oregon Trail traffic could foster settlements along 
the route was suggested in St Louis's Weekly Reveille newspaper on 
April 26, 1847. The editorial provided a vision while discussing the 
need to protect the emigrants and traders crossing the plains, and 
states '"that trading posts, such as have been recently established 
at Council Grove by our friends Boone & Hamilton, might, under the 
charge of experienced men, effect the same purpose as these military 
posts, at far less expense to the Government, and form, in fertile 
spots upon these great routes, the nuclei of future towns, where the 
emigrant might obtain supplies on his way, without having to undergo 
the delay emd risk incident to carrying them over a long land 
journey'" (Joost 1970, 232). 

2. Kelton Road connected the transcontinental railroad station at 
Kelton, Utah, with Boise, Idaho mining area. Stagecoach, freight and 
mail services utilized the route between 1869 and 1883. Completion 
of the Oregon Shortline Railroad ended the route's use as a freight 
and mail carrier (Hutchison and Jones 1993, 165). 

3. Hastings cutoff was first used in 1846, crossing 83 miles of desert 
without water or grass (Steward 1962, 171). The cutoff was 
originally identified as a shorter route to California, and was 
another obstacle which contributed to the Donner party tragedy. 
Another route, Goodale's Cutoff, led emigrants north of the Snake 
River, and would thus bypass the study area. A trail section that 
followed the north side of the Snake River was also not considered. 

4. This book was an invaluable project resource, especially during the 
1993 field visit through western Wyoming and southern Idaho. 

5. A general knowledge of the Mormon beliefs and culture had to be 
obtained in order to develop a better understanding of regional 
historical events. 
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CHAPTER 2 

THE SETTING: CONFIGURATION OF THE PHYSICAL LANDSCAPE 

The Oregon-California Trail (Oregon Trail) originated in 

Independence, Missouri, and crossed roughly 2,000 miles of rugged 

territory to Oregon City, Oregon, and Sutter's Fort (Sacramento, 

California).^ The journey required crossing a diverse country 

beginning with the Great Plains, and ending with either a high mountain 

crossing (Sierra Nevada Mountains or the Cascades) or a rafting foray 

down the Columbia River. The trail passed through territories inhabited 

by Indians and fur trappers, and interactions with the former became 

more guarded over the decades of trail travel.^ Along the trail there 

were a few fur trading forts which evolved into supply points and/or 

military posts for emigrant^ protection. 

The basic requirements for settlements are similar to those 

associated with wagon travel. Trails followed routes that had access to 

potable water, grass for livestock, and fuel for cooking. Settlement 

locations are also directly related to the availability of water, grass, 

and fuel, as well as other natural resources, such as arable land, 

minerals (e.g., gold), and building materials. Although both the trail 

and settlements require similar resources, the creation of one does not 

necessarily result in the formation of the other. Transportation 

systems do not cause development; they provide the necessary stimuli or 

opportunities for development to occur. A comparable statement can also 

be made about settlements. 

There are a number of factors that influenced the location of 

settlements in the midwest and northwestern United States. In the early 
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part of the nineteenth century, land in the midwest was evaluated by 

considering "climate, the availability of ground sfater, the availability 

of timber, drainage, topography, the quality of the soil, the legal 

security of one's claim, and access to market" (Mahoney 1990, 18). 

Market access gained in importance as the area evolved from a self-

sufficient farming position to one that was involved in regional markets 

(Mahoney 1990, 53). 

Locational criteria formed in the midwest were carried with the 

westward emigrants along with their aspirations to their destination. 

As emigrants traveled, their observations of the country were captured 

in diaries, and in some cases illustrate how they evaluated the 

landscape. Many emigrcints were making the journey to establish new 

farms in Oregon and California, and evaluated the land along the trail 

(Faragher 1979, 13). For example, while traveling through Bear Lake 

Valley, J.T, Kerns in 1852 recognized the settlement potential of the 

area. He discusses the good streams for water, the rich soil, and even 

climate due to the topography. Timber located in the mountains was 

first seen as being sufficient, and the next day it is noted that the 

timber supply would not meet agriculture requirements (Webb 1963, 118-

120). Amelia Hadley in 1851 commented on the fine land they were 

crossing in Iowa, but noted that the market was far away (Faragher 1979, 

13). 

Obstacles to settlements need to be considered in order to 

understand the relationship between settlements within the study area 

and the Oregon-California Trail. Topography provided a physical barrier 

to the emigrant attempting to form new wagon routes, and placed 
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limitations on settlement formation. It also presented new 

environmental problsms affiliated with agriculture production that had 

to be resolved prior to settlement (Billington 1982, 351). For example, 

initial attempts to winter cattle in Cache Valley, Utah, were not 

successful. In 1849 half the cattle perished from deep snow and low 

temperatures, and in 1855 roughly one-quarter of the herd survived the 

winter (Valora 1986, 44,45). Over time settlers learned new agriculture 

methods that allowed settlements in this locality to grow and prosper. 

The combination of new farm practices and the development of new Montana 

markets via the 1863 gold rush, provided the opportunity for the Cache 

Valley settlements to expand.^ 

The intensity of agriculture production was limited to local 

knowledge and available technology. Farm practices evolved as regional 

experience grew and crops were selected to meet local conditions. 

Engineered irrigation was a primary factor in the successful formation 

of agricultural settlements in southeastern Idaho. The 1880 Mormon 

movement into the Upper Snake River Valley was made possible by their 

knowledge of irrigation techniques, dryland fanning, and access to 

markets or the ability to generate cash (Valora 1986, 165). 

The opening of the Oregon and California Trails initiated the 

westward movement, and presented new challenges to travelers as they 

crossed the landscape. Physical limitations associated with the trail 

can also affect the settlement potential of the area. Self-sufficient 

farms, cattle ranching and/or mining activities were the precursor to 

the formation of permcinent communities within the study area. To obtain 

a better understanding of the potential relationships between the trail 
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and settlements within the study area, it is important to examine the 

natural environment. Available resources and the general configuration 

of the landscape are contributing factors to the settling of the 

frontier. 

Landforms Along the Trail 

The Rocky Mountain System along with the Pacific Mountains formed a 

significant barrier to westward migration and transportation routes. The 

discovery of South Pass (Wyoming) in 1812-13 opened the route across the 

Rocky Mountains, and the events during the 1843 and 1844 trail seasons 

completed the western sections of the Oregon and California Trails 

respectively. Once viewed as an impossible route to take wagons, the 

early pioneers cut a path through the mountains for thousands to follow. 

The Oregon Trail lies within six natural physiography provinces or 

landform areas (Figure 3) that define each section's unique 

characteristics associated with structural formations, climate, 

vegetation, water and other features (Hunt 1967, 3). This physical 

environment set the parameters that needed to be overcome prior to 

establishing, or during the evolution of a trail or wagon road as well 

as the development, growth, emd endurance of settlements. This is not 

to imply an environmental deterministic attitude that suggests 

landscapes control human activity.^ Essentially, the landscape 

provides opportunities as well as liabilities that need to be addressed 

while crossing the continent, and considered prior to the formation of 

settlements. 
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LANDFORMS ALONG THE OVERLAND TRAILS 
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Southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming is the primary study area, 

and is roughly half-way between the trail's eastern jumping-off points 

and the western destinations. It is comprised of three landform 

provinces: the Middle Rocky Mountains, Basin and Range Province (Great 

Basin), cind the Columbia Plateau (Snake River Plain). The area offered 

good grass and water to the emigrants, essential for animal powered 

vehicles. But it also offered difficulties associated with crossing 

high mountain passes and semiarid plains. 

The Middle Rocky Mountains are a portion of the main Rocky Mountain 

System that spans from Canada to New Mexico. This major range, in 

conjunction with those within the Pacific Mountain System, defines the 

eastern and western borders of the Great Basin and the Columbia Plateau. 

The Northern Rocky Mountains meet the Pacific Border Province in 

Washington state to form the northern boundary of the Columbia Plateau. 

Lewis and Clark crossed the Northern Rockies and Columbia Plateau in 

1805-1806 as part of a search for an overland route to Oregon via a 

series of waterways (Ronda 1993, 6-7). 

Territory East of the Study Area 

The landforms east of the study area formed a considerable hurdle 

for overlanders to cross. Following the trail eastward from the study 

area, emigrants crossing the Oregon Trail passed through the Rocky 

Mountain System via a high plateau within the Wyoming Basin. The 

basin's elevation ranges from 6,000 to 8,000 feet, and separates the 

Middle Rocky Mountains from the Southern Rockies. It is a semiarid 

area, was home to a late 1860's gold rush (South Pass City), was the 
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location of Wyoming's first commercial oil well in 1884 (Lageson and 

Spearing 1988, 139), and was used as grazing land. Many of these 

activities exist in the area to the present time. 

The Wyoming Basin contains few trees in the wide open areas, and 

common vegetation includes sagebrush, greasewood, and short grass. More 

extensive vegetation is found in areas with good water by streams, 

rivers and mountains. Emigrants faced many natural hazards along this 

section of the trail, for there were desert sections void of grass and 

water, alkali flats, and springs that contained heavy concentrations of 

alkali. Many cattle died from drinking alkali water, and their 

carcasses were a grim reminder to the overlanders of the danger. 

Trail routes entered the Wyoming Basin from the North Platte River 

near Casper, Wyoming, and followed the Sweetwater River to cross the 

continental divide at South Pass.^ As the trail continued westward 

towards the Green River, a number of alternative routes developed, 

Sublette's Cutoff and Lander's Road. The original route traveled across 

terrain that furnished the basic necessities of water and grass as it 

headed in a southwestern direction towards Fort Bridger. Sublette's 

Cutoff opened in 1844 and required crossing a 40 mile desert. 

Overlanders had to carry grass and water, for the barren landscape did 

not supply these essential ingredients. The reward for taking this 

cutoff was saving roughly 85 miles or one week's travel, a significant 

amount of time during the California gold rush. 

Indian troubles along the trail in the 1860's forced traffic to the 

south alignment, a trail closer to Wyoming's southern border in the 

7 
general area of the transcontinental railroad. Each alternative 



route crossed the southern flowing Green River, a place that supported 

numerous ferries in many locations. 

An extended finger of the Southern Rocky Mountains forms the eastern 

edge of the Wyoming Basin, and the western slopes of the Great Plains. 

It extends northward from Colorado and is situated between Laramie, 

Wyoming (Wyoming Basin), and Cheyenne, Wyoming, (Great Plains). Fort 

Laramie was situated along the North Platte River on the edge between 

the Great Plains and the Southern Rocky Mountains. It is this mountain 

range that restricted westward travel to the north and south through 

present day Wyoming and New Mexico respectively. Mountain peaks in the 

13,000 and 14,000 feet range are common (Fenneman 1931, 98), and high 

passes at 9,000 feet presented formidable barriers. The continental 

divide is situated in the range with two-thirds of the water draining 

eastward. 

The trail crossed the Great American Desert,® a concept that 

evolved from early western explorations, and remained with the region 

until after the Civil War (Bowden 1969, 16-17). The Great American 

Desert was initially limited to those areas within the borders of the 

United States. The Southern Rocky Mountain area was first explored by 

Pike's 1806 southwest expedition, and Long's 1819 exploration of 

southern Colorado and northern New Mexico (Hollon 1966, 62-65). At that 

time, the Southern Rocky Mountains were viewed as the desert's western 

edge, a boundary that advanced westward to incorporate additional areas 

as more territory was explored. 

Vast grasslands form the Great Plains, a semiarid region whose wide 

open expanses supported short grasses. The treeless plains were viewed 
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as being sterile, unable to support agriculture (Hollon 1966, 66). This 

notion was common in the early nineteenth century, for trees were an 

indicator of good agriculture land during the settlement of the midwest, 

and the grass covered prairies were viewed as uninhabitable (Mahoney 

1990, 18, 48-49). Overlanders commented on the landscape potential, 

identifying places that would support cattle, agriculture, and other 

activities. One problem noted was the lack of timber (Unruh 1978, 399). 

The myth associated with the Great American Desert was support by 

gold rush travelers who reported their journey to friends and family 

back east (Madsen 1983, 130). The overlanders compared the landscape to 

the well watered areas back home, and interpreted the land as a desert. 

Belief in the Great American Desert slowly diminished as other 

descriptions of the land made their way east. Drownings at river 

crossings were a common occurrence along the trail, and may have 

contributed to the desert concept demise, for how can a desert support 

rivers where so many people perished (Unruh 1979, 409). As the desert 

concept slowly disappeared, it was replaced with the Great American 

Garden, em image used by railroad promoters and land speculators to 

encourage settlers into the western territories. By 1885, the Great 

American Desert, which originally covered the area west of the 98th 

meridian, was reduced to an area within the Great Basin, southwest of 

Salt Lake City (Hollon 1966, 147-148). 

As the emigrants moved westward along the Oregon Trail from the 

jumping-off places along the Missouri River, they unknowingly began to 

address demands associated with the topography. Elevation slowly 

increased from approximately 800 to 1,000 feet near the Missouri River 
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to roughly 5,000 feet along the eastern Rocky Mountains boundary. It 

was most likely an unknown entity, another challenge facing emigrants as 

they began to establish daily trail routines. Variations in topography 

created different demands for each route. For example, the original 

route started in Independence, Missouri, and crossed many divides en-

route to the Platte River. Going over the divides greatly increased the 

number of ascends and descends which required a greater effort on 

animals pulling the loaded wagons (Rieck 1993, 13-15). 

Overlanders would follow a trail from various starting points along 

the Missouri River to eventually connect with the primary trail situated 

along the Platte River. The Oregon Trail followed the river along both 

the north and south banks. The Great Platte River Road is a name 

Merrill Mattes introduced, because "regardless of ultimate destination 

it was the Platte River corridor that enabled emigrants to get anywhere 

to begin with" (1993, 6). The river originates in the Southern Rocky 

Mountains, travels northward to Casper, and than eastward to eventually 

tie into the Missouri River. Crossing the river seemed like fording an 

inland sea, for reports describe it as being "anywhere from six hundred 

yards to a mile and a half in width", but "in ordinary conditions, the 

river was not over two feet deep" (Steward 1962, 129). The early route 

followed the North Platte up past Fort Laramie, while later options 

continued along the South Platte River to join the Overland Trail. 

Territory West of the Study Area 

The remaining trail sections to the west of the study area traveled 

over landforms that provided a greater challenge. The Oregon Trail 
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continued within the Snake River Plain, a subsection of the Columbia 

Plateau. It generally follows the Snake River, crossing over the near-

horizontal lava flows. Chief vegetation is grasses and shrubs given its 

semiarid climate, with the mountain areas supporting forests. As the 

original trail alignment approached Fort Boise (Idaho), "the trail winds 

through rangeland and the foothills, at times passing through beautiful 

and narrow canyons and along the edges of streams" (Hutchison and Jones 

1993, 48). In western Idaho, the Snake River continues to drop in 

elevation while the surrounding land area increases in elevation. The 

area is a composition of deep canyons and high plains. "The river 

enters this canyon [Hells Canyon^] from the Payette Section at an 

altitude of about 2,100 feet, and here the lavas of the Columbia Plateau 

are at river level. Fifty miles downstream the lava surface is above 

6,500 feet and the altitude of the river is 1,300 feet" (Hunt 1967, 

355). 

As the trail crossed western Idaho and entered eastern Oregon, it 

left the Snake River Valley areas, and began the ascent to cross the 

last remaining mountains. Crossing the Idaho/Oregon border offered the 

first views of the Blue Mountains, and a valley containing good grass. 

The trail meanders westward as the route follows the topography to avoid 

unnecessarily steep climbs (Franzwa 1972, 342-343). West of the Blue 

Mountains, the trail crosses arid plains to the Columbia River. The 

final leg of the journey was either the water route down the Columbia 

River or over the Cascades via the Barlow Road. Overlanders were faced 

with paying a toll to use the road, building rafts, or paying to be 

ferried down river. Trails end was at Oregon City, a destination that 
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was reached after months of travel across semiarid plains, and over many 

mountains. 

Those traveling to California exited the study area in southeastern 

Idaho via Granite Pass, situated near the Nevada, Utah, and Idaho 

borders. The trail entered the Great Basin's Central Area which is 

comprised of dry lake beds, alluvial flats and mountain areas. The 

sagebrush covered landscape is a common feature, with grasses and other 

plants growth limited to areas along streams and rivers. It was a 

difficult place to cross given the heat and monotonous landscape. 

George Steward describes the area along the route from Goose Creek to 

the Humboldt River as follows: "although there was grass along the 

streams, the uplands were desert like, thinly scattered with dry grass, 

sagebrush, and prickly pear" (Steward 1962, 136). 

Crossing this desert region was only possible due to the existence 

of the Humboldt River. It furnished needed water and supported grass 

for the draft animals along this desert trail section which took roughly 

three weeks to cross. Traveling downstream to the sink, the water 

quality and quantity diminished due to evaporation caused by the dry 

climate (Rieck 1993, 20). The forty-mile desert between the Humboldt 

Sink and the Truckee River was a difficult stretch given the absences of 

water and grass, and a section through sand. It was a place littered 

with dead oxen and horses, abandoned wagons, and other possessions, the 

latter being discarded to lighten the load for the oxen pulling the 

wagons. 

The Sierra Nevada Mountains were the last obstacle for the emigrants 

headed for California. These block-faulted mountains are part of the 
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Pacific Mountain Systems, the region situated between the Columbia 

Plateau and the Basin and Range Provinces, and the Pacific Ocean. 

Relief is greatest on the eastern side, and the configuration of the 

western terrain has been principally shaped by erosion. Most of the 

area drainage is to the west. Elevations of mountain passes range from 

roughly 7,000 feet to 9,500 feet, presenting a considerable challenge to 

wagon travel. Crossing these passes required hauling wagons over steep 

rocky slopes, and if caught in snow storms could result in tragedy. As 

in other areas, a number of routes were formed over time, eventually 

arriving at Sutter's Fort or any number of mining camps, the western end 

of the California Trail. 

Landscapes of the Study Area 

The study area (Figure 4) is comprised of block faulted mountains 

with open valleys, and is associated with three distinct landform types 

set in southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming. The eastern boundary is 

the Green/Bear River divide situated within the Middle Rocky Mountains. 

It includes a portion of Lincoln County Wyoming, west of Kemmerer along 

the Hogsback and Oyster Ridge. The northern boundary is marked by the 

town of Blackfoot on the west, to the point where the Snake River 

crosses over the Wyoming/Idaho State line on the east. From Blackfoot 

west, the northern border follows the Snake River to the tip of the 

Albion Moiuitains, west of the confluent of the Raft and Snake River. It 

is situated in the Snake River Plain, a smaller region of the Columbia 

Plateau. The Albion Mountains (Sawtooth National Forest) contains the 

western boundary, and is adjacent to the Raft River Valley. 



FIGURE 4 
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During the emigration, California bound emigrants followed the Raft 

River south past the City of Rocks to Granite Pass, the southwestern 

corner of the study area. The Utah/Idaho border defines the southern 

limits of the study area, and is situated within the Basin and Range 

Province or the Great Basin. Overall, the study area is comprised of 

roughly 12,000 square miles of mountainous areas and rolling hills. 

The Snake River Plain, Great Basin, and Middle Rocky Mountains 

landform areas contain similar characteristics and overlapping features. 

The actual boundaries between the three landforms are relatively 

arbitrary. Great Basin and the Middle Rocky Mountains are composed of a 

block-faulted mountain range with anticlinal uplifts and elevated lava 

plateaus, and the transition between landforms occurs over a wide area 

making it difficult to estaiblish a firm border (Hunt 1967, 3-6; Fenneman 

1931, 170). A recent lava flow covers the surface of the Snake River 

Plain concealing the transition to the Great Basin and Middle Rocky 

Mountain provinces (Hunt 1967, 360; Ross and Savage 1967, 151). Each 

landform is a distinctive portion of the whole, and provided different 

and varying challenges to travelers as well as different settlement 

opportiuiities. 

Entering the study area from the Wyoming Basin, westward emigrants 

encountered the Middle Rocky Mountains. It is a composite of rugged 

mountains, high plateaus with deep canyons, and open valleys (e.g., Star 

Valley and Bear Valley) drained by various rivers (Salt River, Bear 

River and Green River). Peak mountain range elevations vary from 9,500 

to 11,400 feet, with the lesser ranges' elevations extending from 7,000 

to 9,000 feet. Valley elevations are in the 6,000 foot range, and are 
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roughly 1,000 to 4,000 feet below neighboring mountains. Irrigated 

agriculture and grazing comprise the primary agricultural activities. 

The southern range of the province around Kenmierer is high-desert 

(Lageson and Spearing 1988, 191), and the area contains vast mineral 

fuels, such as oil shale and coal, as well as other mineral deposits. 

It also is the location of an abundance of fossils, the remains of an 

Eocene lake (Carley 1969, 117). Coal is located in the vicinity of 

Kemmerer, and was the basis of settlement activities in the area. 

The Oregon-California Trail crossed the Green/Bear River divide at 

two different places: Sublette's Cutoff crossed Dempsey's Ridge, one of 

the highest points along the trail at 8,330 feet (Rieck 1993, 18); and 

the original trail from Fort Bridger crossed the divide at 7,740 feet at 

a place southeast of Sage. Both routes continue along the same trail 

alignment through Bear Valley. Lander's Road travels through the Salt 

River Range, and crosses the divide by Wagner Pass, and enters the study 

area in Star Valley. 

Descriptions of the twentieth century Bear Valley Icindscape west of 

Sage Wyoming portray an agricultural place, "a sheep and cattle ranching 

area, meadows and fields alternate with sage-covered hills and flats" 

(Writers' Program 1941, 250). East of the area towards Fort Bridger, 

the overlanders crossed sage and greasewood covered flats that are used 

for cattle ranching and coal mining. One emigrant (James John) crossing 

this area (Bear River Divide) in early August, 1841, said "We are in a 

small valley this evening surrounded by high hills and in sight of 

mountains on the right and left or north and south that are covered with 

snow some of which are perhaps more than one hundred miles of[f]." The 
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next day they crossed the divide: "we traveled about 20 miles today over 

high hills and rough places and arrived at Bear River and encamped on 

its banks" (Carley 1969, 119). He and others saw that Bear Valley was a 

beautiful place, five to six miles wide, with high hills on either side. 

The Great Basin Province contains a number of open linear valleys 

situated between the parallel mountain ranges that contain similar 

characteristics. Eastern slopes of the block-faulted mountain ranges 

are generally steeper than the western sides. Elevations in these 

valleys fluctuate from 4,000 to 6,000 feet, with the majority found in 

the 4,000 to 5,000 foot range. Valley elevations generally decrease as 

one moves westward. Mountain elevations surrounding these open valleys 

vary from 7,000 to 9,000 feet or 1,300 to 4,000 feet above the valley 

floor. Five valleys are adjacent to and open into the Snake River 

Plain, and a few can be viewed as a continuation of the plain into the 

southern mountainous areas. Primary agriculture Icuid use is irrigated 

agriculture in valleys with grazing in mountain areas. 

A number of large Pleistocene Lakes covered the area within the 

Great Basin, the largest being Lake Bonneville. The inland sea 

encompassed roughly 20,000 square miles in northern Utah and parts of 

southern Idaho, and its shoreline is still visible along the bordering 

mountains. Water from the lake flowed northward through Red Rocks Pass 

into the Snake River. Over time, the flow of water cut a channel 

through the pass causing a massive flood reducing the water level by 300 

feet. Evidence of the flood can still be seen as it cut a channel 

through Marsh Valley, deposited boulders along the edges of the valley, 

and left a sand and gravel fan as it entered the Snake River Plain 
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150). The Montana Road followed sections of this route through Marsh 

Valley along with the Utah and Northern Railroad. The Great Salt Lake 

is all that remains of the once massive Lake Bonneville. 

The Snake River represents the northern border of the study area, 

and is part of the Columbia River system. Situated within the Snake 

River Plain, the river flows on top of the lava surface and in some 

places forms a small gorge (Hunt 1967, 360). The plain was formed by 

lava flows that are currently covered by a thin layer of soil. It is 

characterized by rolling hills covered with sagebrush, and bunch grass 

where deeper soil or greater moisture is available (Fenneman 1931, 244). 

It is primarily flat with the elevation slowly decreasing westward from 

6,000 feet to 3,000 feet. Subsurface drainage is extensive as the 

porous lava collects nmoff which eventually feeds into the Snake River. 

Irrigated agriculture is possible where sufficient water is available, 

while dry-farming is only feasible in the higher elevations along the 

plains. The plains are also used as grazing land. 

The typical climate within the study area can be described as cold 

winters with moderate to heavy snow, and relatively cool summers. Lower 

elevations experience warmer summer temperatures. Melting snow feeds 

the many rivers and creeks that flow throughout the area with peak 

stream flow occurring in the spring. A majority of the rivers and 

creeks within the province are tributaries of the Snake River, and only 

three rivers (Bear River; Malad River, a tributary of the Bear River; 

and Deep Creek) flow to the south into the Great Salt Lake. Summers are 

the driest time of the year, and necessitate irrigated agriculture for 
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settlements, many valleys were used for grazing herds of cattle and 

horses. The following is a brief description of valleys within the 

study area. 

An oasis in the mountainous northern area of Lincoln County Wyoming 

is Star Valley, a fertile area roughly six miles wide and fifty miles 

long. The valley was known for its dairy farms, and irrigated 

agriculture allows for growing a variety of staple crops. The valley 

was settled by Mormons in 1879, roughly thirty years after Leinders 

Road^® was constructed through the area in 1858. Salt River furnishes 

water to the farms that sit approximately 4,000 feet below the adjacent 

Salt River Mountain Range to the east, and 3,000 feet below the Caribou 

mountains to the west. Climate in Star Valley is not subject to the 

great temperature fluctuations as in other parts of Lincoln County due 

to the surrounding mountains. 

A salt works was established west of the present town of Auburn 

along what is now known as Stump Creek. It was the first industry to 

take advantage of the natural salt present in the area. The summer 

business began in 1866 prior to permanent settlement, and furnished salt 

to the Idaho and Montana gold mines. The road connecting Montana to the 

salt works eventually Was referred to as the Salt Road due to the 

associated freight traffic (Wilde 1977, 102). Known as the Oneida Salt 

Works, the company went out of business after the railroad opened the 

salt market in the Salt Lake area. The initial success of the operation 

was linked to the business location near Landers Road, and the distant 

mining markets. 
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Bear Lake Valley is another prosperous agricultural area that was a 

part of the Oregon Trail alignment. It is situated between the Bear 

River Mountains to the west (northern segment of the Wasatch Range), and 

the Preuss Range and the Aspen Range to the east. Valley elevations 

range from 5,700 feet to 6,000 feet, while the surrounding mountain 

range peaks vary from 8,500 to 9,500 feet. Freighting operations from 

Bear Valley (Montpelier) provided the new Star Valley settlements with 

the necessary support to survive. Trade with the outlying area helped 

establish Montpelier as an area market center (Wilde 1977, 117). 

Originally settled by Mormons in 1863-64, the valley supported 

irrigated agriculture and ranching activities. Fremont described the 

valley in 1843 as being fertile and picturesque, and frames the valley 

between rugged mountains (Fremont 1845, 132,135). In cui area south of 

Soda Springs he explains that "the soil appears generally good, 

although, with the grasses, many of the plants are dried up, probably on 

account of the great heat cind want of rain" (Fremont 1845, 135). Soda 

Springs was a noted landmark along the Oregon Trail due to the springs 

that provided bubbling water that tasted like soda pop when mixed with 

sugar. It was originally referred to as Beer Springs by early fur 

trappers, and was a place frequented by Indians. 

Ten years later in 1853, Basil Nelson Longsworth described the 

valley in these terms just west of Soda Springs by the "junction of the 

California and Fort Hall Roads...We here left Bear River Valley. This is 

a beautiful valley—has a good rich soil, and will, evidently, one day 

be a rich and productive settlement teeming with a dense population. 

There is an abundance of timber in the mountains south of the river for 
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fanning purposes and the water privileges on the stream flowing from the 

mountains to the river are equal to any that I ever saw" (Longsworth 

1927, 23). 

The first white Bear Valley settler was Peg-Leg Smith, a fur trapper 

who established a trading post in 1842 on the Bear River south of 

Montpelier to trade with the emigrants. "It operated from mid-summer, 

1842 until Peg-Leg left the valley in the summer of 1857. At its 

greatest period there were six or more buildings and a great variety of 

Indian tepees" (Wilde 1977, 80). Commerce with the emigrants within the 

vicinity of the post, also known as Big Timber, was conducted by Salt 

Lake Mormons who gained knowledge of the area by trade with Smith 

(Haddock euid Matthews 1968, xiii). 

The Snake River Plain was a part of the Oregon Trail that was viewed 

as a desert area covered with sagebrush and grasses. Emigrants crossing 

the plains used similar terms to describe the area. "The three words 

barren, desolate, and sterile appear again and again in the diaries, 

making the descriptions as monotonous as the landscape they described" 

(Boag 1993, 124). The sagebrush covered plain is a place of little 

rainfall, and its wide open expanses void of trees presents a desert

like appearance. Snake River water was available to overlanders, but 

required climbing down the steep banks or canyon walls. Fremont in 1843 

describes the section of trail along the Snake River west of Fort Hall 

as a "barren Valley of the Upper Columbia, there does not occur, for a 

distance of nearly three hundred miles to the westward, a fertile spot 

of ground sufficiently large to produce the necessary quantity of grain. 
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or pasturage enough to allow even a temporary repose to the emigrants" 

a845, 163). 

Emigrants heading toward California exited the Oregon Trail at the 

Raft River, and proceeded in a southern direction through the Raft River 

Valley. It is an alluvial plain ten to fifteen miles wide, surrounded 

by mountains on the eastern and western boundaries. Elevations through 

the valley gradually rise from roughly 4,200 feet at the Snake River to 

5,200 feet at Idaho/Utah border. Hudspeth's cutoff crossed the flat 

Raft River Valley to rejoin the trail by Cassia Creek, east of the City 

of Rocks. Fur trappers entering the area in 1831 reported that it 

contained fur-bearing animals and game including buffalo. Early Malta 

settlers depended upon wild hay to feed livestock. The abundance of 

grass and water made the area attractive to ranching beginning in the 

late 1860s, an activity that continues today. Mormons settlers entered 

the area to join the California rancher a few years later. 

* * * 

The study area was crossed by thousands of emigrants heading for 

Oregon and California during the early migration with few if any 

stopping to settle within the study area. It seems that between 1840-

1860 the only permanent residences to the area were fur trappers and 

Indians, and only those overlanders who perished remained. A common 

characteristic of the valley areas was the availability of good water 

and grass. Rockland Valley was described as a grassland with an 

abundance of water and good soil (Rockland Centennial Book Committee 

1980, 9). Settlers in Malad Valley cut and sold wild hay growing 
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shoulder high to the stage lines (Gleed ND, 1). Similar descriptions 

can be found for other valley areas that were described by emigrants as 

furnishing good grass and water, and were used by settlers for cattle 

ranges. Although many reports furnish somewhat ideal conditions for 

settlement, there were places that were found unsuitable for 

cultivation, subject to drought, and were subsequently abandoned. 

The landscape has under gone significantly changes since the fur 

trappers initially entered the region. Franont notes that buffalo 

roamed through the valleys prior to the fur trappers, with their 

disappearance attributed to the harvesting of furs. The once isolated 

area was originally home to Indians that depended upon the game and 

plants for survival. As the trail became a wagon transportation 

corridor, these once plentiful food sources were slowly depleted. 

Settlers moved into the area converting the land to farms and utilizing 

the grasslands for grazing cattle. These activities further reduced the 

Native American food sources, prompting a predictable reaction. 

Physical geologic occurrences over thousands of years shaped the 

landscape within the study area to form the series of open valleys and 

parallel mountain ranges. The native vegetation adapted to the semiarid 

climatic conditions created by the mountains and valleys as well as its 

position in relationship to the west coast. Overlanders had to cross 

this somewhat harsh environment to reach their destination along the 

trail, while settlers adopted new farming techniques to meet the 

challenges presented by the physical conditions. 
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Endnotes 

1. There were four primary jumping-off places for the trails: 
Independence, St. Joseph, Old Fort Kearny, and Council Bluffs. 

2. Indians were initially portrayed as being hostile, a major threat to 
the emigrants. They actual provided much assistance to early 
emigrants, and trade between emigrants and Indians was common. 
Unruh provides much detail on transactions between Indians and 
emigrants, and how hostilities evolved between the groups over time 
(1979, 156-200). 

3. The term emigrant is generally used to denote those people using the 
Oregon Trail. The term suggests that the person intended to settle 
at some chosen destination. Since not all the people utilizing the 
trail over its lifetime intended to settle at a destination, two 
additional terms are used to indicate trail users: overlanders and 
travelers. In this study, the three terms are viewed as being 
equivalent. 

4. The Mormon settlements in Cache Valley were temporarily abandon in 
1857 during the Utah Wars. Settlers returned in 1859 with community 
locations determined by the availability of water (Valora 1986, 49), 

5. Environmental Determinism was a early twentieth century theory that 
suggested the environment shaped people, and was an attempt to 
explain human occupancy patterns. Early concepts were based upon 
the idea that the physical environment controlled human behavior 
(Johnson 1991, 40). The approach taken in this study follows the 
human environment or man-land geographic tradition that looks at the 
interrelationships between people and their environment. 

6. Robert Steward is credited with the discovery of South Pass in 1812 
while heading east to St Louis. The elevation at South Pass is 

7,412 feet (Rieck 1993, 16). 

7. There were two primary trails, the Overland Trail (1862) and the 
Cherokee Trail (1850). The Overland Trail was the route used by 
stagecoaches after Indian depredations in 1862 forced the operators 
from following the Oregon Trail. Native Americans continued to 
cause trouble along the new route. 

8. Bowden (1969) provides background to the creation of the Great 
American Desert concept, ending the article by saying, "The myth of 
the Great American Desert as the popular American image of the 
Western Interior before the Civil War is itself a myth" (1969, 21). 

9. The Snake River runs northward along the Idaho and Oregon border 
through Hells Canyon. It is deeper than the Grand Canyon, and is 



noted as one of the county's scenic wonders by Alt and Hyndman 
(1989, 193). 

. Landers Road was part of the government's efforts to develop a 
practicable wagon road between South Pass and the City of Rocks 
(Jackson 1952, 208). It was officially called the Fort Kearny, 
South Pass, and Honey Lake Wagon Road. 
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CHAPTER 3 

SETTLEMENT FORMATION IN 
SOUTHEASTERN IDAHO AND WESTERN WYOMING 

Settlements located in southeastern Idciho and western Wyoming have 

typically been presented from the perspective of the first permanent 

community. General histories have not considered other contributing 

factors. Franklin, a Mormon colony, was the first permanent settlement 

in southern Idaho, and was an extension of the Mormon settlement of 

Cache Valley. Initial settlements in western Wyoming were primarily 

related to Mormon colonization efforts, the railroad development, and/or 

associated with coal mining activities. Mormon settlement also extended 

into Wyoming's Thomas Fork Valley in 1877, and Star Valley in 1876.^ 

The aspect that has not been given sufficient attention is change 

over time, and how early events influenced those that followed. 

Chronologies of major events incorporate the first settlement and the 

opening of the Idaho and Montana gold rush, with limited attention given 

to the Oregon-California Trail. It is simply portrayed from early 

missionaries,^ to the first successful crossing by wagon to Oregon and 

California, and to descriptions of the California gold rush.^ Previous 

investigations do not consider the overall settlement process, and the 

interrelationships among these historic events. 

The trail's influence as a transportation system to regional 

settlement is not considered, although the trail was used by tens of 

thousands of overlanders in route to Oregon, California, and other 

places in the great Northwest. Both the trail and the settlement 

process begins with the fur trade, as the early trappers along with the 



Native Americans were the initial settlers. Given the extensive fur 

trading activities that occurred with the Hudson Bay Company, Canadian 

Northwest Company, Rocky Mountain Fur Company and the free trappers in 

the early 1800's, it is safe to assume that the entire study area was 

explored prior to the first mass migration to Oregon in 1843. 

Estciblishment of Fort Hall in 1834 provided fur trappers and Indians a 

market to exchange furs for needed supplies. These trading forts csin be 

viewed as market centers, with the surrounding hinterlands occupied by 

Indians and fur trappers, the primary product being furs. 

Fur trading posts were supported by a secondary market created by 

the overland travel to Oregon, California and the Northwest. During the 

early development of the trail, overlanders had to depend upon their own 

ingenuity to complete the journey, including the crossing of fast moving 

rivers and streams requiring the construction of rafts and the swimming 

of livestock. Fresh meat to supplement their diet was obtained by 

hunting buffalo and other wild game. Trade with remaining fur trappers 

and Indians for fresh meat and fish slowly evolved over time as the 

economy changed from fur trapping to overland support services. Yearly 

emigration waves encountered ferry services to cross major rivers, 

blacksmiths and a variety of traders. Discounting the resident Indian 

population, these white traders were the first western settlers, and 

comprise the initial settlement phase. 

The settlement of the southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming study 

area has been examined in previous investigations that primarily focus 

upon the Mormon influence. Expansion of the Great Basin Kingdom was 

planned as a continuous colonization effort to secure Mormon control in 
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the region. These settlements had to address difficulties associated 

with arid climate and inhospitable terrain as attempts to develop new 

colonies focused upon areas to the south, east and west of Salt Lake 

City. Moraon migration within the valleys of northern Utah and southern 

Idaho slowly evolved as settlers discovered the means to develop 

successful agricultural practices. Increased traffic along the Oregon 

Trail and gentile (non-Mormon) settlers with strong anti-Mormon 

attitudes furnished a formidable barrier to Mormon settlement activities 

(Meinig 1965, 204). Although Mormons played a considerable role in the 

development of southeastern Idaho, others (Non-Mormons) made a 

substantial contribution to the formation of towns and the local 

economy. It is important to consider the role each group played in the 

settlement process.^ 

Native Americans inhabited southeastern Idaho/western Wyoming prior 

to the introduction of the fur trade and the opening of the overland 

trails. The annual fur rendezvous or trading fairs was a mixture of 

various cultures as British, French, and American trappers interacted 

with Native Americans (Lohse 1990, 10). Competition between fur 

trapping companies greatly reduced fur bearing animals and the local 

food supply (Lohse 1990, 10). With the opening of the Overland Trail in 

1843, Native Americans began trading and providing assistance to the 

westward emigrants. "Within a few seasons of overland travel, the 

emigrant trade had become an important part of the resident Shoshoni, 

Bannock, and Northern Paiute economies" (Boag 1993, 22). Native 

Americans simply looked for opportunities to obtain goods from 

emigrants, by exchange or theft, after becoming used to these products 
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from years of trading with fur trappers and overlanders (Owens 1986, 

2 6  ] .  

Increased fear and uncertainty towards Native Americans expanded as 

more overlanders completed the journey across the continent. By the 

early to mid 1850's, southern Idaho became known as a dangerous section 

to cross due to "Indian problems". Indian hostilities against emigrants 

increased as they tried to protect themselves from the encroaching white 

civilization that was robbing them of their way of life and ultimately 

their survival. Native Americans were placed in a no-win situation 

after years of successful trading between Indians, fur trappers, and 

overlanders. 

The physical landscape had changed because of the continuous fur 

trapping efforts, and the passage of thousands of emigrants and 

livestock. Native Americans were seen not as people to trade with, but 

as adversaries (Boag 1993, 26). The threat, real or perceived, kept 

regional settlement in balance until 1858 when the U.S. military 

presence was established in Utah. Mormons slowly moved northward into 

Cache Valley. Following the Battle of Bear River,® and subsequent 

Indian treaties, the territory became open to settlement. The Indians 

threat was now under control. 

Traders and remaining fur trappers inhabited southeastern 

Idaho/western Wyoming with the Shoshoni, Bannock, and Northern Paiute 

Indians. There are many references in journals and recollections of 

Indian camps near present day Soda Springs, in Thomas Fork Valley, Bear 

Lake Valley, around Fort Hall, and other locations. One can assume that 

fur trappers built cabins and inhabited the area along with the Indians. 
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Many of the exploits and adventures have been captured in the 

literature, but little is said about what happened to them after the 

Oregon Trail was opened in 1843. 

The adventures of George W. Goodhart, a fur trapper and trader in 

the 1860's (Anderson 1940), illustrate what may have occurred in the 

area after Hudson Bay Company closed Fort Hall in 1856. The story 

describes a trading business centered in and around Fort Hall. Goodhart 

worked for Joe Pattee who operated the trading post for the American Fur 

Compciny (Anderson, 1940, 33). The reliability of the Goodhart material 

is uncertain, but it raises a question of what happened to all the fur 

trappers after the last rendezvous. The reminiscence suggests that the 

activities continued in harmony with most of the Kative AmeriCcUi 

population, but at a reduced scale.^ More important to this study, a 

few trappers remained or settled in the area for Goodhart portrays 

trading excursion around the area to collect furs from trappers. That 

implies that the early settlements may have been preceded by a local 

population comprised of early fur trappers and traders working the trail 

market. 

In order to obtain a better understanding of the settlement of the 

Idaho/Wyoming area, a general history of western development is 

presented. It is followed by discussion of the Idaho Development Stages 

portrayed from various perspectives, description of the Montana Trail, 

the Native American influence on settlements, and railroad development. 
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Western Frontier Development 

The development of the western united States evolved over time 

through a series of stages beginning with Government explorations of the 

area acquired through the Louisiana Purchase. Lewis and Clark explored 

the northwest region by traveling northward up the Missouri River in 

1804. Within a decade, fur traders began to establish trading forts cind 

traded with Native Americans. By the 1830's the annual fur trappers' 

rendezvous brought trappers together in a wild trading fair to exchange 

furs for supplies. To the south, the Santa Fe Trail became an 

established trade route. The Missouri River settlements were slowly 

becoming the jumping-off spots for the trails as the population of the 

United States slowly moved westward. By the end of the 1830's, fur 

trappers had explored most of the Northwest Territory, missionaries were 

establishing churches in Oregon Territory, and the annual fur rendezvous 

was quickly coming to an end. 

The initial trail was formed by following the route taken by the fur 

caravans headed to the annual rendezvous. In 1834 Fort Laramie, Fort 

Hall and Fort Bosie were established by three different organizations, 

and the route used to the annual rendezvous linked these trading posts 

together. As cutoffs emerged along the Oregon-California Trail in an 

attempt to reduce distcuice and time to cross the continent, branch posts 

were formed and trail advice given to encourage emigrants to pass or 

stop at the established forts. For example, Bridger and Vasquez, the 

partners that built Fort Bridger, promoted Basting's Cutoff in an 

attempt to preserve emigrant business at Fort Bridger. Greenwood's 

Cutoff, more commonly known as Sublette's Cutoff, opened in 1844, and 
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bypassed the fort. James Reed, a member of the ill fated 1846 Dormer 

party, blamed Bridger and Vasquez for the party's demise in the Sierra 

Nevada Mountains (Gowans and Campbell 1975, 24). 

There were a number of opportunities for the formation of permanent 

settlements along the trail which were primarily related with the fur 

trade. Fort Laramie (first called Fort William) was built in 1834 in an 

attempt to balance the fur trade associated with the annual fur trapper 

rendezvous. The area along the trail by the Laramie became a place 

where a number of competing trading forts were open. Fort Laramie 

became a supply point along the Oregon Trail starting in 1842. As the 

trail traffic increased, other trading posts were introduced to profit 

from the emigrant trade (Murray 1974, 5-6). In 1849, Fort Laramie was 

sold and converted into a military post to protect overlanders. 

Fort Hall was built in 1834 by Nathaniel J. Wyeth after losing the 

supply business for the yearly fur trappers' rendezvous. The fort, 

situated on the Snake River, was created to sell off excess goods, and 

became a base for fur trappers (Arrington 1994, 109-111). It was sold 

to Hudson Bay Company in 1837 as the role of the Fort began to evolve 

into a new function. In 1836, Henry Spalding and Marcus Whitman were 

sent west to the Oregon Territory as part of the Presbyterian missionary 

effort. Traveling with their wives, they accompanied fur caravans en-

route to the yearly rendezvous, and continued the journey to Oregon 

Territory with returning trappers. Their stop at Fort Hall as well as 

other trading posts along the estciblished fur trails, introduced the 

notion of the post as a waystation along the Oregon Trail (Arrington 

1994, 111). The Fort continued to be a stopping point for all 
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California and Oregon bound emigrants until Hudspeth's cutoff opened in 

1849. The new cutoff attracted a majority of the California traffic for 

the next ten years when Lander's Road was completed (Cramer 1975, 20). 

The success of Fort Hall as a fur trading post can be attributed to 

its location on the Snake River. Transporting goods from the Columbia 

River was cheaper than hauling goods from St. Louis, a theory that Wyeth 

pursued in an attempt to enter the fur trade (Lavender 1963, 244). As 

the yearly fur rendezvous came to a close in 1840, western emigration 

slowly began to open new markets. The Great Basin Mormon settlements 

began in 1847, and created a new market for the fort until the Mormons 

0 

became self-sufficient. The combination of reduced furs, market loss, 

and Indian troubles ended Hudson Bay Company's operation of the trading 

post in 1856 (Schwantes 1991, 33). Over time the fort changed locations 

as it became a stage station, military post, and Indian Agency 

headquarters. Although the location and function of the fort evolved to 

meet new demands, one constant characteristic remained, the name. 

Jim Bridger and Louis Vasquez built Fort Bridger in 1841 as a supply 

center for mountain men still engaged in the fur trade (Lavender 1963, 

377). The location of the trading post was moved to Black's Fork area 

in 1842, with the present location being established in 1843. The 

trading fort "was the first post in the trans-Mississippi West 

constructed primarily for the purpose of engaging in the emigrant trade 

rather than the fur trade" (Gowans and Campbell 1975, 11). It 

symbolizes the succession from the regional fur-trade to an emigrant 

trade economy. 
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The initial Oregon-California Trail passed Fort Bridger en-route to 

Fort Hall, and as new trail segments opened bypassing the post, business 

was threatened. It seems that overlanders were always looking for new 

routes that would save time, and the Greenwood or Sublette's cutoff, 

saved roughly eighty-five miles, five to six days (Steward 1962, 61). 

The first wagons to use the cutoff in 1844 opened a route that would 

become well traveled in later years. A temporary post was established 

by Bridger and Vasquez before the cutoff, and attempts were made to 

encourage emigrants to use the Fort Bridger route. Given the strong 

desire to save time in order to avoid being trapped in the mountain 

snow, it is understandable how the Donner party selected the ill-fated 

Hasting's cutoff. Bridger and Vasquez's support for the untried route 

was most likely related to the prospects of maintaining business 

(Steward 1962, 165). 

Settlement of the Salt Lake area by Mormons in 1847 was another 

stimulus to the trading post. It opened a new trail segment to the 

settlement and what was to become the Salt Lake Cut-off to California, 

and thus reestablished the trail market. Differences between Jim 

Bridger and Mormons resulted in a Mormon take over of Fort Bridger in 

Q 
1853, and it was subsequently abandoned during the Utah Wars of 1857. 

In 1858 the U.S. Army established a military post on the site to protect 

the emigration trail. The fort was officially abandoned in 1890, 

As part of the Mormon efforts to control the territory around Fort 

Bridger, in 1853 they established Fort Supply. The new Fort was located 

roughly 12 miles south of Fort Bridger by Smith's Fork (Gowans and 

Campbell 1975, 60). "They envisioned it as a place to supply the vast 
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stream of Mormon emigrants with food, animals, and other necessities 

needed to make the...journey...to the Mormon Zion in Salt Lake City" 

(Gowans and Campbell 1976, 3). The settlement was part of their 

missionary effort that focused upon converting local Indicuis, and their 

attempt to colonized the Green River Valley area. Prior to its 

abandonment in 1857, the beginnings of a permanent settlement. Supply 

City, was initiated three miles north of Fort Supply. Both Fort Supply 

and Supply City were burned when settlers abandoned the settlements 

during the so-called Utah Wars. Given the area development efforts 

prior to its release, the settlement would have most likely become the 

"first permanent agricultural settlement in present-day Wyoming" (Gowans 

and Campbell 1976, 6). 

Brigham Young had envisioned a series of settlements along the trail 

to support Mormon emigrants and freighting operations. These 

communities would be established roughly twenty miles apart along the 

emigration trail to Salt Lake City, and would give Mormons the ability 

to control overland freight and passenger services. A successful bid 

for the overland mail contract started the implementation process but 

was soon terminated with the outbreak of the Utah Wars (Gowans and 

Campbell 1975, 86). Although the plans were never implemented, the 

basic concept illustrates how the trail was attracting development 

activities to support long-distance trade. 

Fort Boise was created by Thomas McKay of the Hudson Bay Company as 

a permanent trading post in 1834. It was situated in the area where the 

Boise River enters the Snake River in western Idaho. The fort was the 

third attempt to establish a trading post in the Boise region. 
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Arrington's research (1994, 110) suggests that McKay and Wyeth planned 

to build two posts (Fort Hail and Fort Boise) to support trapping 

activities in Idaho. Fort Boise supplied goods to local fur trappers, 

and eventually became a way station along the Oregon Trail. A 

combination of floods and Indian troubles (1854) led to the abandonment 

of the fort (Franzwa 1972, 337) in 1855. 

The area around Fort Boise attracted human activity over time 

beginning with the Native Americans. Northern Shoshone salmon festivals 

were held near the junction of the Snake and Boise Rivers, cind would 

attract Indians from neighboring areas (Hutchison and Jones 1993, 65). 

Two attempts to establish trading posts in 1814 and 1819 ended in defeat 

due to Indian conflicts. As previously noted. Fort Boise closed for 

similar reasons. Reports of gold opened the territory around Boise to 

raining, and by the end of 1863, 16,000 people were living in the area. 

Farms developed around the same time along the wooded rivers. Stage and 

freight operations used the Kelton Road to connect the railroad to the 

territory beginning in 1869, and continued until railroads entered in 

the area in 1883. The Kelton road followed part of the Oregon Trail. 

The coming of the railroad closed stage stations or "inland towns" and 

relocated remaining business to railroad towns, at least in name.^® 

The Great Basin Kingdom was the new promised land for the Mormons, 

and Salt Lake City quickly became a "half-way house" along the trail. 

The gold rush brought thousands of forty-niners to the valley, and the 

resulting trading was beneficial for both parties. Mormons traded food 

supplies for wagons and manufactured goods. The exchange was an 

important contribution to the formation of the Mormon settlements, for 



the community lacked manufactured goods and cash. Mormons traveled the 

trail to trade with emigrants and also to collect discarded items. It 

seems that overloaded emigrants were tossing and/or caching^^ 

possessions along the trail to lessen the wagon load. The task was 

necessary to increase speed or to reduce the strain placed on the draft 

animals. 

The town of Genoa, Nevada, was originally established by the Mormons 

on the California Trail in 1849 (Rosenvall 1972, 226).^^ The Carson 

Valley trading post known as Mormon Station grew over time by "selling 

foodstuffs and goods brought from the Sacramento Valley and, by the end 

of the 1850 season, locally grown produce as well" (Owens 1990, 79). 

Merchants from California also crossed the High Sierras to engage in the 

emigrant trade. A number of these temporary trading posts were situated 

along the trail at springs and camping areas. Mormon Station was 

abcuidoned in 1857 when Brigham Young recalled the settlers prior to the 

Utah Wars, and was eventually taken over by non-Mormons. 

Other activities that could lead to or induce the formation of 

settlements occurred all along the trail. Mormons began operating 

ferries in 1847 on the Upper Platte River by present-day Casper, 

Wyoming, and along the Green River. Each year they would return to the 

sites to operate the profitable river crossing business, and to offer 

overlanders other services such as blacksmithing. As the emigration 

tide increased, others established ferries along the trail to service 

emigrant traffic. Ferry service continued into the 1900's in some areas 

until bridges were constructed. For example, William Lombard operated a 

ferry on Green River between 1880 and 1900 at a site that was heavily 
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used by early emigrants. It shows that the trail continued being 

utilized after the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869. 

These previous examples illustrate the initial steps in the 

settlement process along the Oregon Trail. The establishment of trading 

posts occurred to capture part of the fur trade. As emigrants began 

crossing the continent with the yearly fur caravauis, trading fort 

business expanded by providing goods and services to these wayfarers. 

The shift from being fur trapper supply points to emigrant way stations 

occurred during the late 1830's when the fur business was in its final 

stages of decline. 

The success of these outposts can be attributed to their ties to 

long-distance trading activities. Their purpose was to trade goods for 

furs from trappers and Indians situated in the surrounding area. The 

product was shipped to regional market centers located on the Columbia 

and Missouri Rivers for distribution to manufactures or consumers. 

Trade routes evolved as products were transported between these posts 

and the market centers. It could be suggested that the emigrant trail 

to Oregon evolved from established trade routes. It is understandable 

that these limited markets did not support regional growth since the 

avenues of trade at these forts was limited to the fur and emigrant 

business. 

Potential settlement formation along the trail was hindered by the 

strong pull factors to Oregon, California, or Salt Lake City. Emigrants 

were eager to reach a place where they could improve their quality of 

life and economic status by either obtaining free land in Oregon, 

finding gold in California, or obtaining religious freedom in Utah. 



Unruh describes the propagandists that portrayed western territories as 

"land fertile beyond measure", promoted folk tales regarding abundant 

food supplies, and talked about the remarkably healthy climate. It is 

understandable why people would endure the hardships to cross the 

continent to reach the promised land (Unruh 1979, 92-93), overlooking an 

area that would support numerous settlements decades later. 

Native Americans considered the west their territory, and placed 

much fear into the minds of emigrants and regional settlers. Indian 

depredations along the trail during the early years were highly 

exaggerated, and the typical description of the Indian-emigrant 

interaction has been associated with killing and massacres (Unruh 1979, 

184).^^ Overlander's perception of increased danger associated with 

Native Americans within Idaho began to increase after 1851. The fear of 

confrontation expanded as stories filtered eastward fostering the Indian 

threat (Boag 1993, 18). 

Problems between Indians and emigrants were created by the early 

emigrants who traded with the Indians for fresh fish and other supplies. 

"Within a few seasons of overland travel, the emigrant trade had become 

am important part of the resident Shoshoni, Bannock, and Northern Paiute 

economies" (Boag 1993, 22). Enterprising Indians wanting to trade with 

emigrants were often seen as threatening and troubling by the later 

overlanders. As hostilities grew between Native Americans cind 

overlanders over time, deadly confrontations erupted. The more well 

known Indian attacks in the study area include: the 1859 engagement 

along Hudspeth's Cutoff; an 1861 Massacre at Almo Creek where 200 

emigrants were presumed killed after a long siege; and the 1862 clash at 
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Massacre Rocks along the Snake River (Sudweeks 1941, 296-301). The Almo 

Creek Massacre has been shown to simply be a fable, but one that has 

generated much attention including a monument dedicated in 1938 to mark 

the location. 

Mormons addressed the Indian threat with a "feed not fight" 

philosophy, for they believed it was cheaper to give Indians food than 

to constantly engage them in battle. Even with this position, danger 

associated with Indians was a consideration in determining the location 

of Mormon settlements (Rosenvall 1972, 219), and hostile areas were not 

favorable locations. Southeastern Idaho became open to settlement in 

1858 after the U.S. Army formed Camp Floyd south of Salt Lake City. As 

new communities moved northward, confrontation between the settlers and 

Indians continued. The Battle of Bear River or the Bear River Massacre 

is regarded as a significant show of force where the U.S. Army killed 

17 
about 255 Indians, and opened the territory to settlement. ' Although 

Indian hostilities continued to occur, the threat was greatly reduced 

(Arrington 1994, 270) and the move to settle the area began. 

Early emigrant traffic (1840-1863) along the trails provided a 

lucrative but limited market to potential settlers. Toll bridges, ferry 

service, and trading posts were situated within the study area, but did 

not result in any permanent settlement. Over time, some towns were 

established at or in close proximity to these areas, but no direct 

relationship between these early activities and settlements can be 

established. One possibility for this occurrence could be associated 

with the trail's relatively short migration season. Time to cross the 

study area is estimated to be 20 to 30 days beginning in late July, and 



continuing through August and into early September, with the flow of 

emigrants lasting seven to ten weeks." The limited emigrant market 

gave prospering entrepreneurs a restricted customer base to develop an 

economy to support a settlement. Larson (1978, 10) notes that emigrants 

crossed the state of Wyoming in thirty days, and only left a few tokens 

as a reminder of their journey. This illustrates the perceived low 

impact the trail had on settling the region. The concept does not 

consider the Oregon Trail as a transportation system nor as a part of 

the settlement process that furnished the necessary base for future 

development. 

Settlement patterns in the midwest shifted to take advcintage of the 

lower shipping costs associated with exporting products to distant 

markets as well as importing merchandise as transportation routes via 

rivers and railroads became established. Hudson illustrates the change 

in North Dakota where general stores were first established to capture 

the local market prior to the railroad. When the railroad entered an 

area, businesses quickly relocated to the new railroad townsite to take 

advance of lower transportation costs and the growing markets (Hudson 

1985, 38). 

Over the years the east/west overland migration to Oregon and 

California clearly established a wagon road. Originally used by fur 

trappers, the trails permitted thousands of people to cross the 

continent in search of a better life. Mormon emigration to the Great 

Basin resulted in the development of Salt Lake City area, and numerous 

settlements within the Great Basin. Gold strikes in California began a 

massive westward movement as thousands crossed the continent to the gold 
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fields to collect their fortune. Expansion of the United States 

continued. By i860 Oregon and California were admitted as states, 

Washington Territory was created with parts of Idaho included, Utah 

Territory was formed, and the government continued westward exploration 

to improve wagon roads, and to locate a route for a transcontinental 

railroad line. Military Posts were established along the emigrant roads 

to protect travelers. 

The trail was not simply a one-way route to the west. There was 

much eastbound traffic beginning with the returning fur rendezvous 

caravans, and overlanders who got tired of the trail and turned back for 

home. Freighters crossed the trail hauling supplies to military posts, 

trading posts, and eventually to the Mormon's Great Basin Kingdom. As 

the trail continued to develop, stage and pony express stops were formed 

carrying people cind mail across the continent. 

Economic influences, encouraged from the exchange of goods and 

services or the transfer of goods from one transportation mode to 

another, also contribute to the formation of settlements. The 

surrounding hinterlands can supply the trade center with goods for 

shipment to distant markets via an established transportation system. 

These systems are typically associated with railroads and river boats, 

and have the ability to convey large quantities of materials for a 

lesser cost. As the transportation system network expands, additional 

trade centers are created in an attempt to capture part of the growing 

market activity. From a trail perspective, trading posts, stage 

stations and other outposts formed along the trail to support the 

overland traffic. One can assume that the hinterlands, in this case. 
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provided raw materials in the form of grass for animal food and wood for 

fuel, basic necessities for animal-powered transportation. 

Travel along the trail proceeded during the 1860's as the Civil War 

became a push factor with overlanders heading west to escape the 

battlefields. The migration continued after the conflict as members of 

both armies went west to escape the aftermaths of war. The 1860's gold 

rush in Idaho and Montana attracted thousands, and created new markets 

for Mormon settlements. The meeting of the Union Pacific and Central 

Pacific railroads at Promitory in 1869 opened a new era to territorial 

development. The transcontinental railroad allowed for the shipment of 

goods to distant markets, western agriculture products to be trcinsported 

to coastal markets, and manufactured goods to be shipped inland to 

territorial markets. The railroad greatly reduced transportation costs, 

and opened additional IcUid areas for settlement. 

As the populations of territories increased, railroads expanded 

their network to increase freight traffic along the routes. New states 

were admitted into the union, and the frontier that once covered the 

entire area west of the Missouri River officially disappeared by 1900 

(Sale and Karen 1962, 24). Three remaining territories (Arizona, New 

Mexico, and Oklahoma) would become states within the next twelve years, 

and the development of the automobile would bring an end to wagon travel 

as it was once known. "Historians tell us the Oregon Trail existed 

between 1843 and 1869. But wagon pioneers continued to travel over the 

Oregon Trail until affordable automobiles and a national highway system 

made the wagon obsolete in the 1920s" (Steber 1993, 13). The last known 

party to cross the Oregon Trail was noted at Fort Piney around 1910. 
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Development Stages as Portrayed bv Historians 

Historians have portrayed the settlement of Idaho from a variety of 

perspectives, with the primary focus upon the Mormon influence. The 

influx of a predominantly Mormon population from the south had a 

significant impact on the settlement of southeastern Idaho, but that was 

not the only population to inhabit the area. Others interested in 

economic gains entered the region to trap furs, trade, and/or provide 

services to overlanders and trappers. Although there were no permanent 

colonies within the territory prior to the 1860's, there was an 

abundance of activities that initiated the settlement process. 

Different authors have presented various development scenarios that 

depict a process which does not highlight trail or other associated 

activities. The following is a brief description of a few southern 

Idaho development stages. 

Three development stages were presented by Beal (1942) that 

illustrate the gradual growth of the state in the nineteenth century. 

The initial stage covers the early exploration period from Lewis and 

Clark's 1805 journey to 1812 when Robert Steward crossed the territory 

in route to the Missouri River settlements. The second interval is 

described as the period of "Exploration and Fur Trade", and covers the 

years 1812 to 1860. It was a period of the great fur brigades, 

continued exploration by fur trappers as well as Government explorers, 

e.g., John Fr&nont, and a wave of emigrants in route to Oregon and 

California.^' The final stage, 1860 to present, is noted as the period 

of "Mining, Commerce, and Agriculture." Gold discoveries in western 

Idaho and Montana attracted thousands in search of quick wealth. 



Populations of gold seekers seem to have moved from one discovery to 

another in an attempt to become extremely wealthy. At the same time, 

the first settlements within southeastern Idaho began to develop as 

Mormon settlers expanded their Cache Valley colonies. 

Beal does provide an explanation for the delay in colonizing the 

territory prior to 1860. Who owned the land or had authority over the 

area was a significant issue. Fort Hall was originally founded in 1834 

by Nathaniel Wyeth (United States), and sold to the English Hudson Bay 

Company (HBC) in 1836. The fortified trading post operated for twenty 

years by the HBC furnished considerable influence over the surrounding 

area. Although the region was a part of the United States Territory, 

the presence of the HBC questioned national ownership. Location was 

another major obstacle to settlement. Situated on high plains bounded 

on the east by the Middle Rocky Mountains and to the west by the 

Cascades and the Sierra Nevada Mountains, the region was isolated from 

regional markets (Beal 1942, 62). Animal-powered transportation carried 

thousands across the continent, but it was a costly method to deliver 

goods to outlying markets. Distance to markets was an important factor 

in selecting a location for a new town or community in the mid-west, and 

it can be assumed that overlanders' perspectives that describe good 

settlement locations contained similar criteria.^® 

The last obstacle was climate. Overlanders were filled with 

desolate descriptions of the Snake River Plain while crossing the area 

in the middle of the summer. Dry, dusty trails were very common given 

the peak of the dry season. Crossing sections could have reinforced 
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images of the Great American Desert, a common concept of the area west 

of the Missouri River. 

The establishment of the Mormon Great Basin Kingdom around the Salt 

Lake City area was the catalyst for future developments in southern 

Idaho. As the population within Utah Territory expanded beyond its 

carrying capacity. Mormons looked for new open areas to settle. For 

many years, settlements north of Salt Lake City were discouraged as 

plans to develop communities along southern transportation routes were 

implemented. Mormon exploration and survey expeditions to the north 

located tracks of land that could support future settlements, but 

experiences associated with the unsuccessful wintering of livestock in 

the region discouraged action. Settlement of Cache Valley began after 

the Utah War, and over time expanded into southern Idaho. There is an 

abundance of materials associated with Mormon settlement patterns, and 

the following development stages were obtained from these materials. 

Rosenvall in 1972 identified three periods of Mormon Settlement from 

a detailed investigation of their activities between 1830 and 1900. The 

study simply defined a Mormon settlement to be one that was started by 

Mormons^^ (Rosenvall 1972, 5). Three development periods were: 1847-

1857, the area surrounding Salt Lake City and a few posts outside Utah 

Territory; 1858-1869, settlement of land within Utah Territory; and 

1870-1900, expansion into area outside Utah Territory. Although there 

were numerous Mormon settlements in Bear Lake Valley and around 

Franklin, these 1860's communities are catalogued as being part of the 

colonization of Utah Territory. Problems associated with identifying 

the actual Idaho-Utah border is typically listed as the reason why many 



Mormons crossed into Idaho to settle. There is evidence to suggest that 

these Mormon settlers knew that they were in Idaho, and chose to pay 

their affiliation to Utah Territory. 

A second Mormon model, developed by Arrington (1979), identifies six 

settlement stages in Idaho beginning with Fort Lemhi in 1855 and ending 

with a 1930 migration. It suggests that Mormon settlement of Idaho was 

a series of specific moves, not a constant flow of emigrants over time. 

Fort Lemhi was the first Mormon agricultural settlement, established in 

1855, to convert Native Americans to the Mormon faith. The fort was 

situated in Salmon River country, near the town of Tendoy, and was 

abandoned in 1858 due to growing Indian conflicts. 

The second stage focused upon the initial settlement around Franklin 

where a group of families extended the Cache Valley settlements 

northward. The 1863 Battle of Bear River opened more of the area along 

the Utah/Idaho Territory border, initiating the third stage into Bear 

Lake Valley. The 1863 movement started many settlements in an area 

which was transversed by the Oregon-California Trail. Settlement of 

Cassia County began in 1873, and was identified as the fourth stage. 

Mormons were actually the second group to settle the Raft River Valley 

area, following a cattle rancher who moved into the valley during the 

late 1860s. It was the first occurrence of a Mormon settlement effort 

that was organized by individuals, as contrasted with settlements 

directed by the Church, and subsequently supported by the Church 

(Arrington 1979, 37). 

Movement from Cache Valley to the Upper Snake River Valley was the 

fifth stage. It began after Mormon railroad surveyors recognized the 
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area's agricultural potential. The settlement process began in 1879 as 

people moved northward from the overpopulated Cache Valley. Although 

settlement in the area is attributed to the railroad, branch lines to 

the area were not established for another thirty years. The final stage 

did not begin until the 1930s when new territories within Idaho were 

unlocked as a result from the reclamation projects. 

These three models tend to illustrate the major influx of activities 

that occurred within the southeastern Idaho, western Wyoming study 

region. The area was initially inhabited by Native Americans, Shoshoni-

Bannocks who camped in the valleys and hunted wild game, and harvested 

native cammus roots and other plants for food. As the early fur 

trappers entered and explored the region, the quantity of wild animals 

began to decrease. This is evident in the early diaries of trappers and 

explorers finding buffalo in the valley areas in the 1830's, but these 

reports disappear by 1838-40.^^ As the trail developed, remaining fur 

trappers and Indians began to trade with the overlanders or provided 

assistance to what must have seemed like an endless stream of wagons. 

Up to the 1863 Battle of Bear River, the Native American population 

inhabited the area along with fur trappers and traders. The subsequent 

settlement stage followed the establishment of Franklin and the Bear 

River Valley communities as people begin to emigrate into the territory 

from Utah as well as other areas. 

Settlers moving into a new area bring with them the tools and 

practices learned from older generations or from experimentation. As 

they move into areas with a different physical environment, settlers 

needed to adjust their practices to correspond with the new place 



(Bowman 1926, 650). The successful occupation of southern Idaho and 

western Wyoming can be attributed to the settlers adapting to a new 

environment, and developing irrigated agriculture systems. One of the 

major contributing factors that allowed settlement in the region is 

developing irrigation systems to water crops, along with new dry farming 

techniques. In most cases, migration into an area followed a similar 

pattern. Initially cattle ranchers would utilize the open valleys 

covered with native grasses for summer grazing. Eventually the rancher 

would winter in the area, and within a few years others would move to 

the place and a community would develop. It is interesting to note that 

traders along the trail sold oxen, mules, cuid horses to the overlanders. 

The trader would acquire worn out cattle in exchange for fresh animals 

(typically two for one), and let them rest and feed off the native 

grasses- Once revived, the cattle were traded to the next group of 

overlanders, usually the following year. Maintaining livestock on the 

native grasses in the region was a common practice used by traders, and 

began long before the early settlers entered the region. 

The three stages of settlement in southern Idaho introduced by Beal, 

along with the Mormon settlement stages, provide a general overview of 

the settlement history. A decisive period is between 1860 and 1870, 

when initial settlements began to develop in northern Cache Valley and 

in Bear River Valley. As Mormons continued to move northward into 

Idaho, sections of western Wyoming were also settled, such as Star 

Valley. Mormon occupation of the area in and around the Great Basin was 

related to the friendliness of Native Americans occupying the land, and 

the pioneers and U.S. Military ability to address hostilities (Simmonds 
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1980, 20). Successive settlement stages within the study area followed 

the development of the Montana Trail and the introduction of the 

railroad connecting Utah to the Montana Mines. Regional development is 

comprised of the Mormon agriculture settlements, non-Mormons (gentiles) 

establishing cattle ranches, stage coach stops, toll roads, etc. 

Although the Mormons played a significant role in settling the region, 

gentiles were also moving into the area to take advantage of new 

economic opportunities. 

The Montana Connection 

The Montana Trail was formed by the trade that developed between the 

Montana Mines and the Mormon Cache Valley settlements. Gold discovery 

in Montana created new trade routes and overland trails across Wyoming 

and northern Idaho, and required various forms of transportation to 

deliver needed materials and supplies. Early 1862 mining towns 

attracted hundreds of people in search of quick wealth, and required 

food supplies to feed the growing population. Cache Valley settlements 

were in need of a market to transform the community from a subsistence 

to a growing community. The demand for food supplies in Montana created 

the market, and trade between the Mormon agriculture communities and the 

miners resulted. Cash from the sale goods provided the Mormon 

agriculture communities with the capital necessary to purchase materials 

and supplies. The relationship allowed both areas to expand, and formed 

a new transportation system through Idaho linking the two areas. 

The initial route followed the Bannock Mountain Road to Fort Hall, 

and proceeded northward to cross the Continental Divide at Monida 
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Pass.^^ The route between Salt Lake City and Fort Hall was originally 

surveyed in 1849 by Captain Howard Stansbury. It was part of the United 

States Government effort to secure a central route from the Missouri 

River to California cuad Oregon. The objective was to locate more direct 

wagon routes across the continent, and to examine possible routes for a 

railroad alignment (Jackson 1952, 29). Captain Stansbury was charged 

with completing a survey which included a wagon road connecting Fort 

Hall to Salt Lake City. It is from this trip that the Bannock Mountain 

Road was defined following the Malad River north to the Snake River 

Plain, and then crossing the Portneuf to Fort Hall. Freighters utilized 

the road hauling goods to the Montana Mines prior to the opening of the 

gold road through Marsh Basin in 1864. 

The Montana Trail was developed as a toll road starting in Salt Lake 

City, going northward through Cache Valley. It followed the Malad River 

into Marsh Valley, and entered the Snake River Plain along the Portneuf 

River. The route followed the valley cut by the past draining of the 

Pleistocene lake. Lake Bonneville. Entering the Snake River Plain, the 

route traveled northward crossing the Snake River at Eagle Rock (now 

known as Idaho Falls), and proceeded northward over Monida Pass to the 

Montana Mines. The section of road within the study area was developed 

into a toll road by William Murphy in 1864, and became the shortest 

route between the two places. 

Most of the goods and supplies for the mine were shipped by boat up 

the Missouri River to Fort Benton, and freighted overlcuid to the mining 

towns (Madsen and Madsen 1969, 114). Riverboats carried thousands of 

pounds of materials over the route, but were unreliable given the 
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limitations associated with river travel. Boats could only navigate the 

river during the season when there was sufficient water, the rest of the 

year the route was not accessible. Completion of the transcontinental 

railroad shifted the freight operation to the Montana Trail route. 

Commodities were shipped by rail to Corinne, Utah, and carried via heavy 

wagons through Idaho to the mining towns. Until the completion of the 

railroad branch line to Montana in 1879-80, the Trail was the principal 

transportation link, and carried tons of freight and many people heading 

to the mines. Along the route a number of stage stations, ferry 

services, toll bridges, and general stores developed to service the 

travelers. 

Native American Influences 

Area settlement directly confronted the Native American population 

who had occupied the land for centuries. The various factions of 

Shoshoni and Bannock Indian tribes inhabited leinds in present day Utah, 

Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Nevada, and California, and formed a life style 

that harvested food from native plants, hunted wild game, and fished the 

streams and rivers. There were two major areas where the Northern 

Shoshoni resided; the area around Fort Hall which supported herds of 

horses, and the area near Fort Boise which was an important trading 

center during Salmon season. Prior to the invasion of the white culture 

via the fur trade and subsequent westward migration, the Native American 

populations met at the yearly intertribal fairs to trade. The 

interaction between tribes allowed them to acquire new "cultural traits 



that enriched their lives", and prepared them for the oncoming fur trade 

(Hadsen 1980, 23). 

The fur trade period initially acquainted the Native American 

population with the white man's culture, and introduced the first 

permanent settlements in the region. Fur trappers interacted with the 

local populations by trading goods for horses and other supplies, 

marrying into the tribes, and thus introduced a new culture or way of 

life into the region. Fort Hall and Fort Boise were located in central 

Indian areas, and became the first permanent settlements in the 

territory. These forts initially supported the declining fur trade, and 

subsequently became way stations along the Oregon Trail. 

As the waves of emigrants crossed Shoshoni land, the impact on the 

local flora and fauna was significant. Madsen estimated that the 

Portneuf and Snake River area was visited by 245,000 emigrants and over 

1.5 million animals during a 20 to 30 year period beginning in the 

1840's (1980, 27). These transient visitors fished the streams, allowed 

cattle to graze on the rich grasses, and hunted game. It resulted in a 

reduction of the local food supply Indians depended upon for survival. 

By the 1860's. Native Americans were becoming more dependant upon 

Mormon settlers and the U.S. Government for food and supplies. Boag 

explains how overlanders initiated trade with Native Americans, and how 

it became an important part of the Indian economy (1993, 22, 26). 

Hostilities between emigrants eind Indians evolved from Native Americans 

desire to trade with overlanders for goods. 

Overlanders' perceptions of Indians became increasingly antagonistic 

as the yearly westward emigration across the Shoshoni land continued. 
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Frightened emigrants with preconceived notions towards Native Americans 

threatened and killed innocent Indians. Retaliations by the Native 

Americans occurred, only to increased the negative opinions towards 

Indians. These confrontations made the trip across Idaho the most 

dangerous section of the trail as real and fictional stories filtered 

eastward along the route. With it came more overlanders and the slow 

decline of the Native American culture and existence. 

Mormon settlements began moving northward into Cache Valley in the 

late 1850's. One locational factor was the availability of water, and 

the ability to develop irrigated agriculture. Early settlements were 

organized as protected communities, with central housing areas 

surrounded by farmlands. Under the leadership of Brigham Young, these 

settlements adopted the philosophy of feeding not fighting the Indians, 

a concept that would place a unique form of taxation on the settlers. 

Native Americans would receive food supplies from Mormon settlements, 

and in some ways the food provided to the Indians was payment for the 

use of their land. It was also a necessity, since farms typically took 

prime land that supported native grasses, an Indian food source, and the 

settlers competed with the Indians in hunting game. For the most part, 

the Indians lived peacefully with the Mormon settlers. 

A noted turning point in the settlement of the region was the 1863 

Battle of Bear River, a fight between the Northern Shoshoni and the U.S. 

Army that resulted in the slaughter of roughly 255 Indians. The 

immediate results were Indian retaliation against settlements, and 

eventually the signing of a number of treaties with the various tribes. 

The battle is typically described as the turning point in settling the 



area, for it brought the Indians under control. It is also described as 

a massacre, and created a situation where Indians attacked settlements, 

being very careful to stay away from the army. The battle was only the 

beginning of a long slow death of the Shoshoni and Bannock Indians' way 

of life, as the white settlements began to appear across the landscape, 

encroaching upon what once was seen as Indian land. 

The Fort Hall Indian Reservation was established in 1867, and became 

the single home of many Indian tribes. Over the next thirty years, 

challenges to the ownership of the land, the need to construct a 

railroad to Montana, and other commercial interests, reduced the size of 

the once 1.8 million acres reservation (Figure 5) to roughly 520,000 

acres in 1932 (Madsen 1980, 51, 107). "The thirty-year process of 

reducing the Fort Hall Reservation to less than one-third its original 

size proceeded inexorably under pressure from white settlers, who paid 

little attention to Indian rights or needs" (Madsen 1980, 126). Payments 

for the land taken over time did not reflect the true value of the 

property, which in some cases was never recovered by the Indians. The 

period was also marked by the U.S. Government not meeting the 

stipulations in the various treaties, and continued disrespect of the 

growing white population towards Indians. 

Native Americans were initially seen by overlanders and early 

settlers as a threat, and the formation of the reservation opened the 

remaining areas for settlement. Indians slowed the settlement process 

within the study area, but did not stop all activities. They originally 
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FIGURE 5 

FORT HALL INDIAN RESERVATION BOUNDARIES, 1873, 1915 
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were perceived as a threat which kept Mormon settlements from moving 

northward; however, the formation of the reservation created some form 

of a boundary which reduced the perceived danger. Settlement patterns 

were influenced by the Native Americans' presence and the reservation, 

but the reservation itself was not a solid barrier. The reduction of 

the reservation size can be seen as an indicator to the white's desire 

to acquire good land for commercial and private purposes. Once whites 

determined that a section of land was important for some form of 

development, it was only a matter of time before the Indicins would be 

persuaded to relinquish their rights. The land that once supported 

various Native American tribes was slowly taken over by the westward 

movement to Oregon and California, and finally by the rush of white 

settlers into the region. Overland travel was the beginning of the 

decline in the Native American nomadic way of life which ended with the 

creation of the Fort Hall Reservation. 

Introduction of the Railroads 

The railroads played an important role in settling the west, 

primarily by providing a reliable and cost effective transportation 

system. Unlike riverboats, rail service was not as dependent upon 

seasonal high water to operate, and it did not have to address the 

constraints of animal-powered wagons. Once the railroad was built, 

freight and passenger service to an area was significantly improved, and 

at a lower cost. Towns recognized the benefits associated with a rail 

transportation system, and remote areas dependent upon wagon or 

riverboat freight systems looked forward to the coming of the railway. 
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It is important to remember that the construction of a rail line was 

expensive, and that corporations and their stock holders did not build 

lines on total speculation. The transcontinental railroad was 

constructed with government assistcince to bridge the Great Plains and 

the western landscape. The Union Pacific realized early in the 

development process that feeder lines were necessary to increase traffic 

on the main rail line (Atheam 1971, 17). As Hudson described the 

conditions in North Dakota, "no railroad placed its tracks and towns 

upon an empty scene" (1985, 12). 

Idaho mining communities looked forward to the developing rail 

connection prior to the 1869 completion of the transcontinental 

railroad. The Idaho press in 1865 portrayed a great mineral and 

agricultural potential of the territory to sell the northwestern branch-

line concept to the Union Pacific. Service would be provided to Oregon 

and the Montana Mines. Rail service through the Idaho territory would 

open the land to settlement and prosperity for "transportation was the 

key to economic development, which in turn meant political, social, 

cultural, amd other advances" (Athearn 1971, 48). The developing 

Montana market generated from the 1862 gold discovery opened the Montana 

Trail transportation route. Although the formation of branch lines was 

an objective of the Union Pacific railroad and desirable for the mining 

communities, the line to Butte Montana was not completed until December 

1881. 

Completion of the rail line to Montana consumed two companies 

beginning in 1871 with the Utah Northern Railroad Company. The initial 

plan was to construct a line from Ogden (Utah Territory) to Soda Springs 
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(Idaho Territory) to furnish service to Cache Valley and other northern 

settlements. The railroad company was a partnership comprised of Mormon 

labor" and eastern capital, and the line to Franklin was completed in 

1874.^^ Construction stopped at that point because of a need for 

additional financial resources and the discovery that the Montana 

connection via Soda Springs was unrealistic (Arrington 1994, 318). Four 

years later, the Utah and Northern Railway Company was incorporated and 

began construction northward through Marsh Valley enroute to Montana. 

Unlike the initial company, the new line paid workers cash for their 

efforts, and many Mormon farmers took jobs to build the railroad. The 

alignment crossed the Fort Hall Indian Reservation with permission from 

the Indians, and reached Blackfoot by December 1878. It entered Montana 

territory in March, 1880 (Figure 6). 

The railroad was built without government assistance from Montana 

Territory or the United States. Montana business leaders and the 

territorial legislature developed a number of railroad subsidy proposals 

believed necessary to obtain service during the 1870's. Although the 

bills passed, voters in areas that would not be supported by the rail 

service effectively blocked the measures from being implemented. The 

efforts taken illustrate the desirability of the railroad by the 

community and what steps the community would take to obtain the service. 

The railroad was interested in the long-distance freight business while 

the people in Montana were looking for reduced shipping costs. 

Idaho benefited from the expanding railroad transportation service, 

although the railroad's primary objective was the Montana market. Most 

construction workers were Mormon, and the cash earned supported the 
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FIGURE 6 
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growing settlements in Cache Valley. The rail line established seven 

construction stations along the route, and created a maintenance 

facility in Eagle Rock. "Construction stations [within the Idaho study 

area] were located, in succession, at Battle Creek, Dunnville (Banida), 

Oxford, Oneida (a little west of Arimo), Black Rock (near present 

Inkom), Pocatello Creek, and Tyhee" (Arrington 1994, 319). Some of 

these were temporary towns that moved with the construction crews, 

others became division points, and slowly disappeared as the railroad 

moved operations. Battle Creek was developed by the railroad and made 

into a division point in 1881. It contained railroad repair facilities, 

employee housing, and "consisted of a store,...a hotel, an amusement 

hall, two salons and about fifteen dwellings" (Trail Blazer, 1930, 51). 

In 1886 the railroad relocated operations to Eagle Rock (Idaho Falls), 

and removed the tracks in 1890. The new railroad alignment followed the 

Bear River north until it connected with the original alignment by 

Oxford. 

The Oregon Short Line Railroad was created by the Union Pacific to 

connect the portion of the transcontinental line built in 1869 with the 

state of Oregon. The prospect of completing the route in conjunction 

with the Oregon Railway was seen as the most expedient way to develop 

the line. The Union Pacific was concerned that with the completion of 

other railway alignments west, without the Oregon connection, the 

company would not be able to effectively compete in the transcontinental 

freight market (Athearn 1971, 319). Construction began in 1881 to 

connect Granger, Wyoming, to Huntington, Oregon, and was completed in 

1884. The new route allowed passenger and freight service between Omaha 
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Nebraska, and Portland Oregon. It contained several advantages that 

other branch lines within the Union Pacific System did not possess; 

Portland and the Pacific Ocean was the western destination of the line, 

and it crossed a territory that contained non-mineral development 

opportunities (Atheam 1971, 320). Long-term operation of the line 

assisted in the settlement of the territory and provided an existing 

transportation market for the railroad. 

The Oregon Short Line met the Utah and Northern Railway at McCaramon, 

and followed the same route to Pocatello, where the lines proceeded west 

and northward respectively. Pocatello was initially established as a 

station on the Union Pacific line, and eventually became a regional 

railroad center. The initial plan was to develop the townsite of 

7fi 
McCaramon into the rail center, but negotiations" to purchase the 

property were unsuccessful, and the new site, Pocatello, was developed. 

Since the site was within the boundaries of the Fort Hall Indian 

Reservation, the company purchased the property from the Indians for 

eight dollars per acre. Until the Utah and Northern narrow-gauge line 

was replaced with standard-gauge in 1887, Pocatello was the transfer 

point between the two lines. McCaramon eventually became a busy railroad 

junction. 

Montpelier, originally a Mormon agriculture settlement, was made a 

division point, and its Bear Valley location made it a market center for 

the surrounding area. Population of the town doubled in ten years, 

which can be attributed to the creation of the railroad service center 

and its role as an area market center. The town was the primary 

collection and distribution point for Bear Lake Valley, Thomas Fork 
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Valley, and Star Valley (Rich 1959, 9). Given the perceived differences 

and past problems between the Mormons and gentiles, the town was 

in 
actually developed as two separate communities." Fortunately, the 

community realized that future grovfth could only occur with a united 

town, and efforts were initiated to unify the town. 

The two railroad lines merged in 1889 into the Oregon Short Line and 

the Utah and Northern Railway Company. Other Union Pacific branch lines 

were incorporated with the consolidation. The two branch lines through 

Idaho encouraged growth with the creation of division points, and the 

eventual formation of market centers. Local economies benefited from 

the construction jobs and through the influx of workers and their 

families to operate the railroad. New farm product markets were created 

locally by the new residents, and demands for other businesses evolved 

as the populations expanded. The transportation system also opened 

distant markets for agricultural surpluses, and encouraged growth in 

unsettled locations. Arrington notes that "the railroads were catalysts 

that speeded up the process of settlement and greatly increased Idaho's 

income from agriculture, mining, forestry, and commerce" (1994, 335). 

A primary example of how the railroad influenced development 

occurred in the Upper Snake River Valley, a place Mormons began to 

settle in 1879. Cattle ranchers preceded the move when free or 

inexpensive farm land was no longer available in Cache Valley; the 

valley had reached its carrying capacity given the existing agriculture 

technology (Valora 1986, 61). The new area was discovered by Mormons 

working on the Utah and Northern Railway, and migration to the Upper 

Snake River Valley was initiated in 1879-80. Valora in his comparison 
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of settlements in Cache Valley and the Upper Snake River Plain states 

that "A major reason why the Upper Snake River Valley was relatively 

late in settlement and development was its lack of accessibility. 

Nearly one hundred miles north of the Oregon Trail, it was fringed by a 

rugged basalt desert on the west bank of Henry's Fork of the Snake 

River, and encircled by mountains on the north and east" (1986, 222). 

The example illustrates the type of settlement activities that occurred 

after the railroad entered Idaho. Although the railroad prompted 

settlement in the valley, rail service to the communities was not 

established until 1912-14. The new branch lines furnished easier access 

to distance markets. "One of the greatest needs for any developing 

region is a dependable circulation network. With the coming of the 

railroad along the western border in 1879, the isolation was broken; 

prior to that time, the only access to the Snake River Forks country was 

by fording or ferrying the river at convenient spots" (Valora 1986, 

2 2 2 ) .  

Settlement Locational Criteria: Twelve Town Histories 

There were a number of external influences which contributed to the 

settlement of the study area. The first was the overpopulation of the 

Utah Territory brought about by the Mormon Church's objectives to 

populate the new Zion.-*" The second could be viewed as an opportunity 

to furnish agricultural products to the growing populations associated 

with the newly discovered gold mines situated in Montana and Idaho. 

Miners required food and supplies, and these goods needed to be 

transported from the transcontinental railroad and settlements within 
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southern Idaho and northern Utah to the mining towns. It resulted in 

the dsvslcpment of new overland wagon routes, settlements, and 

eventually the extension of the railroad. 

An examination of twelve towns within the study area will assist in 

understanding the regional conditions during that time period, and how 

events affected the subsequent development. Physical site conditions 

that may have contributed to their location have also been identified. 

Towns were selected by their importance and available information, and 

are presented in alphcibetical order in Appendix B. One town, Cokeville, 

is situated in Wyoming, with the remaining towns located in Idaho: 

Albion, Arimo, Blackfoot, Franklin, Malad, McCammon, Montpelier, Oxford, 

Paris, Pocatello, and Soda Springs. Functional categories for these 

towns are associated with agriculture and/or transportation, with the 

latter related to wagon freighting, the trail, and the railroad. 

A common physical characteristic for all towns is the availability 

of water. Most towns are situated in areas that can support both 

farming and ranching, and have access to mountainous areas for fuel 

sources as well as building materials. Water is availcible to each town 

location via rivers and/or creeks. It is a significant resource because 

an accessible water supply combined with fertile soil conditions 

permitted early settlers to convert the semiarid environment into 

productive farmland. Eventually, soil potential was evaluated by thick 

stands of grass or sage brush, and the availability of water (Valora 

1986, 138). Growth within the state can be attributed to irrigated 

agriculture, and large-scale reclamation projects that opened the land 

for further settlement. 
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Long-distance trade is another common characteristic with all of the 

towns. Early wagon freighting operations delivered needed supplies to 

the mining areas and budding settlements, and thus connected the 

isolated areas with distant markets. Places along the Montana Trail 

evolved to support the freighting activities created by the developing 

mining areas. These transportation operations also expanded within 

southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming to meet the demands of new 

settlements as well as existing places. Eight of the twelve towns were 

major freight distribution points associated with either the stage 

lines, wagon freighters, and/or the railroad. The others were located 

in an agricultural area, and can be considered marketplaces since they 

contained businesses that supported local agriculture. 

Many towns prospered with their direct association with the 

railroad, and a few towns became the major shipping points for the 

surrounding ranching and farmland. The railroad provided an economical 

transportation route from local settlements to regional and national 

markets. Blackfoot, Montpelier, and Pocatello, the larger towns within 

the study area, can attribute their growth and development to being 

major shipping points and trade centers. With the exception of Albion, 

Malad City and Paris, each of the twelve towns was connected to a 

railway line. Shortly after the turn of the century, branch railroad 

lines were constructed to Malad and Paris. Further growth and 

development of these and other towns was directly related to their 

location on the railroad line. 

The railroad also led to the demise of two of the twelve towns 

within the selected group. Albion was a major commercial center located 
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in an isolated valley, and was a stage and freighting point to the 

surrounding areas. After the railroad line was built to Burley, Oakley 

and Declo, Albion's commercial importance diminished. Oxford shared a 

similar fate. The Mormon settlement became a temporary railroad 

construction town that persisted after the construction crews moved on. 

The community slowly declined as two towns with strong railroad 

connections, Preston and Pocatello, started to develop (Trail Blazer 

1930, 151), the latter being the major railroad center. 

Hudson explains the purpose of the frontier is to develop the 

necessary communication and trade connections for settlements to 

succeed. The review of these twelve towns shows common elements 

associated with primary locational criteria (water and agricultural 

land), and connections to long-distance trade. Although all of the 

towns did not support freighting operations or were described as major 

freight distribution points, each place connected their hinterland with 

a distant market. For example, Cokeville's early beginnings as a 

trading post euid ferry service linked the local area to distant markets 

via towns situated along the transcontinental railroad. Goods were 

delivered to the trading post, and most likely products from the 

surrounding area, possibly furs and cattle, were exported in return. 

Early trade relationships provided a local market as well as forming 

supply routes that linked the isolated area to the national markets. 

The twelve towns illustrate how transportation systems furnish 

opportunities for development to occur, and how these systems can also 

provide a competitive advantage, diminishing existing operations. Early 

freighting operations supported the mining operations, and played an 
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important role in opening the area for settlement. Wagon freighting 

operations could not compete with the railroad, and either disappeared 

or moved into new markets once the Utah and Northern and the Oregon 

Shortline railroads were completed. Albion was the only town within 

this group that would not obtain some type or form of railroad 

relationship. The once flourishing community located in the center of 

an agricultural area declined when a railroad branch line was completed 

to other locations. The railroad influenced regional development by 

furnishing a transportation system that carried goods at a lesser cost, 

established long-distance trade connections, created employment 

opportunities, and opened additional land for settlement. Its presence 

either supported or weaken established communities, as well as 

furnishing new development opportunities. The combination of early 

wagon routes along with the railroad created the settlement 

opportunities within southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming. 

* * * 

The settlement process is examined by considering the activities 

that occurred over time within the study area. Each stage had an 

influence on the overall process, and contributed to regional 

development activities. Relationships between stages can be identified 

by examining the events that occurred within each time period, and by 

considering the effects upon the entire process. Changes to the 

physical landscape that occurred during the fur trapper and overland 

migration eras, in conjunction with cultural influences, directed 

settlement formations and locations. 
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As the first wagons to Oregon and California cut across southeastern 

Idaho and western Wyoming in 1843 and 1844, the area was thoroughly 

explored by fur trappers, and contained an established trading post. A 

remanent of the extensive fur trade, Fort Hall expanded its market to 

capture a part of the profitable emigrant trade. Established in 1834, 

the trading post can be viewed as one of the first market centers within 

the present state of Idaho, and over time, helped open the territory to 

settlement. 

The three development scenarios portray the settlement events from 

the very general to specific Mormon development phases. These 

descriptions show how the area was settled, with two concepts primarily 

focusing on the Mormon influence. Although the Mormons played a 

significant role in settling the study area, others entered the area to 

support the wagon freighting operations, to begin farming or to start 

cattle ranching. The area was not settled by one group, but by an 

assortment of people with varying intentions. The settlement process 

incorporates these activities which include: Mormon agricultural 

settlements, gentile farms and ranches, trail activities, trading posts, 

and other associated enterprises. Previous southern Idaho development 

scenarios focused upon the historical chronology, and did not fully 

consider the effects of the Oregon-California Trail and other regional 

influences. 

The Montana Trail connected the Montana mining towns with the Mormon 

settlements and transcontinental railroad. The mining towns provided a 

ready market for regional agricultural products, and furnished Mormons 

with the necessary cash to move from a subsistence to a commercial 
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agricultural position. As the mines continued to develop, stage 

stations, ferry services, and toll bridges were built to support the 

freighting and transportation operations. The trail was used by 

freighters carrying tons of goods to the raining areas until the 

completion of the Utah and Northern Railroad in 1880. 

Native Americans viewed the mountains and valleys as their homeland, 

and counted on the native plants and animals for food. The overland 

migration to Oregon and California along with the influx of settlers 

depleted their natural food supply. This combined with white people's 

desire to settle in the area resulted in the formation of the Fort Hall 

Indian Reservation. Settlement patterns were influenced by the Native 

Americans prior to and following the formation of the reservation. 

Overtime, the size of the reservation was significantly reduced to 

accommodate the white population's demand for additional land. 

The railroad played an important part in Idaho's overall settlement 

process by providing an economical transportation system that connected 

the area with distant markets. The rail lines were initially built to 

capture markets that did not exist in Idaho. Montana mining towns were 

promoting rail service access, and offered subsidies to complete the 

line. The plan to finish the Oregon branch line was based upon the 

Union Pacific's objective of owning its own transcontinental rail line. 

Although the development of the railroad had an impact on the Idaho 

Territory, its initial objective was to traverse the "wastelands of 

Idaho to the golden profits of Montana" (Madsen and Madsen 1980, 226). 

Beal in his description of the development of the inter-moimtain 

railroads said, "as the fertile valleys of Oregon and California were 



108 

the goals of the wagon trailers, so were they the objectives of the 

railroads" (1962, 142). 

The process and objectives of constructing the railroad were 

different from those in the Great Plains, and the effects on the 

settlement systems were also distinctive. The alignments were selected 

as part of cin overall plan to connect distant locations, i.e., Montana 

and Oregon, and only later considered the creation of local traffic. It 

was a transitory system that met its primary objectives (i.e., Montana 

mines and Oregon Coast), and had a significant influence upon the area 

which it crossed. 

A review of the actual settlement history was completed in order to 

explore the various factors that influenced the settlement process 

between 1860 and 1900. A settlement database was developed for this 

study to further understand the interrelationships between the various 

settlement activities. It is used to determine where and when 

settlements were formed, and to assist in identifying potential 

settlement influences. The Quantitative Settlement Analysis illustrates 

the process within the study area by identifying peak settlement 

periods, and by examining the types of activities that occurred within 

each specific period. It provides a different perspective on the 

settlement process within the southern Idaho and western Wyoming study 

area. 
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Endnotes 

1. Other examples of Wyoming settlements during the study period 
include the 1868 South Pass Gold Rush, and the 1889 settlements 
around Jackson Hole. These settlements are located outside the 
study area, and are not considered as part of this study. 

2. Individual works document the progression of specific events over
time. Similar works that focus upon regional development overtime in 
southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming were not discovered. 

3. The religious quest to convert Native Americans was significant in 
starting the migration to the Northwest. In 1834, the first American 
settlement in Oregon was established by Jason Lee (Arrington 1994, 
123). Marcus Whitman explored potential sites for missions in 1835, 
and returned the following year with his wife Narcissa, sind Henry 
and Eliza Spalding. These were the first white woman to complete the 
journey along what was to become the Oregon Trail. Marcus Whitman 
complete a number of trips across the continent, and returned to 
Oregon with the Great Migration in 1843; the first successful 
crossing of the trail in wagons. 

4. The concept of change over time and discussions on the trail comes 
from Unruh's analysis of trail literature, and personal experiences. 
During the initial investigations of the topic, discussions with 
various authorities insisted that there was no relationship between 
the settlements and the trail, and that there was insufficient 
information to conduct the study. These opinions were highly 
respected, but appeared to be based upon a limited historic 
perspective. 

5. Valora concludes his study of Cache Valley and the Upper Snake River 
Valley by suggesting that studies in the area do not consider the 
non-Mormon role in establishing landscape patterns (1986, 444). 
Mormon settlement patterns change in areas where Mormons interact 
with non-Mormons. 

6. The Battle of Bear River was a military response to a conflict 
between a group of Indians and miners where one miner was killed. 
Colonel Patrick Connor attacked a Shoshoni Camp in January, 1863, 
killing most of its inhabitants. It resulted in numerous counter 
attacks where settlers in the area endured large losses in cattle 
and horses as the Northwestern Shoshoni obtained revenge (Arrington 
1994, 267-271). Another outcome of the battle was the signing of 
the July, 1863, Treaty of Fort Bridger, and the Treaty of Box Elder. 
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7. Robert Murray provides an interesting perspective of the fur trade 
in his book Fort Laramie. He explains how the rendezvous system's 
high costs encouraged the establishment of trading posts (1974, 5), 
and inevitably led to the end of the system. Smaller private fur 
traders continued to operate posts along the trail as the larger 
operations were discontinued. Posts along the Missouri River slowly 
moved into reservation trading activities in the 1870's (1974, 12). 

8. The information was obtained from "Fort Hall, 1834-1856," Idaho 
Yesterdays, Summer 1968, Volume 12 number 2, pages 30-31. The 
Mormon occupation of the Great Basin in 1847 brought additional 
customers to Fort Hall, and eventually brought competition. The 
overland migration encouraged Indians and trappers to supply 
emigrants with fresh meat, a more profitable venture than fur 
trapping. Mormons eventually established stores that competed with 
the post. Hudson Bay closed the fort in 1856 due to increasing 
Indian problems. 

9. Fort Bridger was purchased by the Mormons in 1855. The Utah Wars 
was a potential confrontation between the U.S. Army and the Mormons 
which did not occur. The army was sent to restore order to the 
region, and it was seen by the Mormons as an attempt by the United 
States to invade and take over the area. Settlers situated in 
outlying areas were called back to Salt Lake City. Fort Bridger was 
burned by retreating Mormons. 

10. Rattlesnake Stage Station southeast of Fort Boise was renamed as 
Mountain Home in 1879, After the railroad came through, a new town 
platted nearby was given the same name. At minimum the name was 
transferred (Hutchison and Jones 1993, 55). 

11. Cache was a hiding place. 

12. There is some differences in opinion on when the first trading post 
was established in Nevada. Russell Elliott's examination concluded 
that Mormon Station was actually founded in 1850 (1970, 10). 
Rosenvall's extensive study of Mormon settlement patterns in 1972 
presented 1849. Owens research on the Mormon-Carson Emigrant Trail 
references the existence of Mormon Station in 1849 within Carson 
Valley. It continues by explaining the formation of second Mormon 
Station at another location within Carson Valley the following year 
or in 1850 (1990, 78-79). The earlier date was used given two 
supporting sources. 

13. Trading posts were similar to a fortified warehouse, and were 
operated by a few employees. The creation of these forts by various 
companies and individuals was an attempt to capture a larger market 
share or to balance the fur trade associated with the rendezvous 
system (Murray 1974, 5). Competition between various fur companies 
most likely reduced profits. World markets for furs was the demise 
of the United States fur trade, not the advent of the silk or 
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machine made hat as commonly reported. The combination of a decline 
in fur production associated with a reduced frontier, trade tariffs, 
and competition with other producers, especially Britain and Russia 
(Murray 1974, 11-13) brought an end to the trapper or mountain mans 

livelihood. 

14. The relationship presented between local growth and long-distance 
trading activities is based upon James Vance's theory of 
wholesaling. It states that the continued growth and expansion of a 

settlement is dependent upon external trade (1970, 6-11). 

15. There are many references to the aid and assistance Indians offered 
to early emigrants. Trade between the two groups was common along 
with the seirvices provided at river crossings. Unruh estimated that 
362 emigrants were killed by Indians between 1840 and 1860, roughly 
one-tenth (0.1%) of one percent of the total westward emigration to 
Oregon, California, and Utah (1979, 119, 120, 185). 

16. For a complete description of the Almo Massacre controversy, refer 
to Brigham D. Madsen's 1993 article, "The 'Almo Massacre' 
Revisited." 

17. The number of Indians killed at the Battle of Bear River differs 
between sources, and ranges from Colonel Connor's reported number of 
224 to the Utah citizen count of 368 (Madsen 1980, 36). The 
presented figure, 255, is from the local Indian Superintendent Doty. 

18. Time to cross the study region was based upon Steward's estimated 
times to complete the entire journey (1962, 127-141). The 
emigration season was calculated by reviewing ferry service start-
stop dates along the North Platte and Green Rivers (Morgan 1959-
1960). These estimates appear to be reasonable given the emigrants 
need to cross the western mountain ranges prior to early snow. 

19. Beal furnishes a brief history of the trail through Idaho, and notes 
that "although the trail did not bring settlers to Idaho, still it 
was like a ribbon of civilization stretched across the wilderness. 
For twenty years it was the only means by which the mountaineers and 
missionaries had contact with the outside world" (1942, 81). The 
description illustrates one role of the trail, communications, but 
does not consider the developing of transportation linkages that are 
critical for settlement growth. 

20. Mahoney presents the settlement history along the Mississippi and 
Missouri Rivers, and describes a number of criteria used by settlers 
to determine the best possible location. Criteria included 
condition of the land and market access. 

21. Development of the Southern Idaho database located in the Appendix 
"A" use the same definition to identify Mormon Settlement. 
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22. The unknovm location of the Idaho/Utah boundary is generally given 
as the reason for the 1860's Mormons settlements in southeastern 
Idaho. According to Siraraonds, this claim cannot be utilized as a 
general explanation for the following reasons: June 1855, Brighara 
Young erected a marker showing the territory's north boundary near 
the town of Woodruff, Idaho (T16,R36); and newspapers reported the 
Battle of Bear River occurred outside Utah Territory (1980, 29). 

23. Fr&nont provides a description on how the buffalo disappeared in the 
region, and provides the following account of the situation in 1843 
while traveling south along the Bear River in route to the Great 
Salt Lake. "A great portion of the region inhabited by this 
[Indian] nation formerly abounded in game; the buffalo ranging about 
in herds, as we have found them on the eastern waters, and the 
plains dotted with scattered bands of antelope; but so rapidly have 
they disappeared within a few years, that now, as we journeyed 
along, an occasional buffalo skull and a few wild antelope were all 
that remained of the abundance which had covered the country with 
animal life" (1845, 143). 

24. The route north of Fort Hall was opened by the initial wave of gold 
miners euid freighters going to the new gold strikes. Wagon travel 
north of Fort Hall initially began with the Mormon Fort Lemhi 
settlement, and to supply a trading post in the Bitterroot Valley 

(Madsen and Madsen 1980, xiv). 

25. Mormon labor was provided to construct the rail bed and to furnish 
the ties in return for company stock. The railroad was originally 
described to the Mormon settlers as a community railroad. 

26. For a detailed explanation of the history of the Utah Northern 
Railroad, the formation of the Utah and Northern Railway Company 
incorporated in 1878, see Union Pacific Country by Robert Athearn, 
Chapter 12. 

27. Maps of the time show two railroad alignments, the original route 
through Franklin, and the existing route, west of the Bear River. A 
review of the local histories indicate that the rail line was moved 
in 1890, but the reason for the realignment is never stated. It is 
assumed that the change was part of the rail line shift from narrow 
to standard gauge track. Residents of towns near the new route were 
thrilled with improved service; those that lost service, as in 
Battle Creek, either moved with the railroad or continued farming in 
the local area. 

28. H.O. Harkness operated a toll road and toll bridges along the 
Montana Trail (Idaho Gold Road) through Marsh Valley. When the 
railroad came through the area, his price for the requested property 
was viewed exorbitant. Thus a new location for the rail center was 
established. 
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29. There was a strong anti-Mormon sentiment in Idaho Territory, which 
eventually flourish to the point that Mormons were not allowed to 
vote in elections. Stories of Mormons temporarily resigning from 
the church in order to vote are sometimes noted in county histories. 

30. In 1849 the Mormons established the Perpetual Immigration Fund as 
part of their economic policy to attract a skilled labor force to 
the Salt Lake City area. Bolino explains that "The Perpetual 
Immigration Fund was one of the most successful plans for the 
acquisition and regulation of skilled labor in United States 
history" (1957, 27). The program operated from 1849 to 1887, and 
loaned roughly $10 million to Mormon immigrants. 
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CHAPTER 4 

SETTLEMENT DATABASE AND ANALYSIS 

The slow transformation of the southeastern Idaho, western Wyoming 

landscape from a Native American occupation to the formation of 

agriculture settlements was accelerated by an expanding Utah Territory 

population. The northward movement of Mormon settlements was a major 

contributor to the settlement process, and helped open the region to 

further settlement activities. In order to evaluate the settlement 

process and associated influences, a database was created of all 

settlements situated within the study area. By examining the historic 

development of the area in regards to time and function, the settlement 

process along with influences Ccui be distinguished. Initial settlement 

formation within the study area began after the Trail was in use for 

roughly sixteen to twenty years. 

Although the 1860's have been associated with the first white 

settlements within Idaho Territory, this does not consider the 

contributing factors that led to the onrush of settlers. Fur trappers 

roamed the region, and were familiar with the area prior to the great 

overland movement to Oregon and California. A number of trading posts 

were formed along what was to become the Oregon Trail. Fort Hall 

operated for over twenty years, and was one of the most productive 

trading posts operated by Hudson Bay Company (Bolino 1957, 10). It 

maintained operations year round, and could be viewed as one of the 

initial white settlements. The fort contributed to the settlement of 

the area by creating the initial trade routes to the northwest supply 
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centers and furnishing needed goods to the resident fur trappers and 

eventually the Mormon populations. 

Peg-Leg Smith operated a trading post along the Oregon Trail in the 

vicinity of present day Dingle between 1842 and 1857. The fur 

trapper/horse trader was given the distinction of being Bear Valley's 

first permanent resident (Wilde 1977, 61). The post was established to 

engage in the profitable overland trade. Another trapper, Bob Dempsey, 

settled near Lava Hot Springs, and also engaged in the profitable 

emigrant trade. These early traders opened the area for the next 

settlement phase by showing that there was sufficient water and grass to 

support livestock through the cold winters. "Stockraising gradually 

grew out of fur hunting, in part to support emigrant wagon traffic to 

California and western Oregon" (Hutchison cind Jones 1993, 18). Fur 

Trappers, the area's first settlers, came west as part of the fur trade, 

but remained after the last rendezvous, in part, to profit from growing 

emigrant trade. 

The Oregon-California Trail was utilized by thousands of overlanders 

in route to western agricultural lands or the gold mines. As the trail 

evolved over time, so did the activities that took place, as well as the 

formation of new routes and destinations. The longest continuous 

emigration wave occurred in the 1860's during a period when overlanders 

escaped the Civil War and headed for the gold mines in Idaho and 

Montana.^ Estimations of the amount of annual trail traffic during the 

1862-1866 emigration wave range from 20,000 to 25,000, with a peak of 

40,000 in 1864 (Merrill 1990, 9). It was suggested that the 20,000 

people per year migration wave continued through 1869 when the 
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transcontinental railroad was completed; by 1870 the numbers using the 

trail fell below 20,000 (Merrill 1990, 15). These figures suggest that 

traffic along the Oregon Trail was at similar levels as the 1849 gold 

rush, and occurred during the 1860's Idaho Territory settlement phase. 

Traffic was accommodated along Landers Road, the original trail segment 

via Bear Valley, and possibly via Salt Lake City. 

The settlement model presented by Hudson cannot be applied without a 

few alterations given the trail traffic as well as other conditions 

within the surrounding area. The concept of cheinge over time was 

recognized as a key component to understanding the settlement process 

and possible trail influences. Locating a typical year to describe the 

process would not account for the transformations that occurred across 

the landscape, nor the external influences that affected development. 

The area was settled by diverse groups interested in religious freedoms 

and/or economic gains associated with freighting operations and 

associated support services to the mining area. It was settled by 

members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints whose leaders 

were trying to take control of the area. 

The concept of change over time is important while studying the 

trail and settlement formation, because the conditions that encouraged 

the first group of settlers were most likely different from the ones 

that followed. Unnih in his examination of the Oregon Trail adopted an 

approach to show how the "trails, the West, and the overlanders 

themselves were changing" (1979, 27).^ This is easily illustrated with 

the notion of the Great American Desert, an 1821 perception that evolved 

into the Great American Garden by the 1880's (Hollon 1966, 141-142). 
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Railroad promoters and land speculators advertised the new lands opened 

by the completion of the transcontinental railroad and other branch 

lines. As previously mentioned, the desert area was greatly reduced in 

size over a sixty year period. 

Another example of change over time is illustrated by overlanders 

traveling through the study area via Bear Valley, Soda Springs and 

Blackfoot enroute to Weiser River in western Idaho. In 1881 Emily 

Towell recorded the journey in her diary (Holmes 1991, 215), and 

describes a situation where a member of her party, a Mr. Lindsay, 

decided to settle in the Soda Springs area. He was impressed with the 

Mormon settlement, and future possibilities with the coming of the 

Oregon Short Line Railroad. The wagon train did not leave them too far 

behind, since the Lindsay family rejoined the group the next evening. 

No explanation was given for their decision to continue with their 

friends heading west, to leave what they saw as a desirable place to 

settle. It is fair to assume that this type of activity did not take 

place during the early years of the trail. 

The settlement of the Upper Snake River Plain in the 1880's was 

achieved by a group of people who saw the potential of the land (Valora 

1986, 149). The vision was possible from the experience Mormons had 

developed forming new settlements, along with their increased knowledge 

of irrigated agriculture practices. Prior agricultural accomplishments 

using irrigation allowed them to recognize the possibilities with the 

land, and to successfully move forward into other unsettled places. 

These actions are illustrative of Hudson's model which explains how each 

settlement phase establishes the necessary conditions for the subsequent 
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stages (1985, 13). "The business of the frontier was to establish 

conditions under which white traders and their settlements could 

prosper" (Hudson 1985, 13). 

Similar events occurred within southeastern Idaho and western 

Wyoming with the early fur trappers and traders as well as with the 

overlanders. The frontier is defined in this study "as a region in 

which the dispersal of settlements into a new territory takes place. It 

is the zone that separates the unsettled and settled portions of a 

territory that lie within or under the effective control of the 

state...the frontier arises with the first influx of permanent 

settlement and ceases to exist only when an upper limit of growth is 

achieved, accompanied by a stabilization of settlement pattern" 

(Ostrogorsky 1982, 79).^ 

The Church's influence in settling the area was significant. A 

Mormon settlement was typically a farm village laid out in a grid 

pattern oriented to the cardinal points, and was usually developed as a 

self-sufficient community. Development of market centers evolved over a 

long period of time given the settlement's initial focus to provide for 

themselves's (Rosenvall 1972, 216-217). Mormon co-operatives can be 

viewed as the initial formation of trade relationships between places, 

and thus deferring the connections to emerging regional trade patterns. 

This does not suggest that trade was totally restrained, but offers an 

explanation why the settlement patterns were not influenced by the 

appearance of the railroad. Market access is not an important site 

criteria when developing self-sufficient communities. 
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Prior to 1869, the Church controlled inunigration to Salt Lake City, 

and upon arrival, would direct these organized groups to specific 

settlement locations (Rosenvall 1972, 29). Completion of the 

transcontinental railroad shifted the immigration process, for it was no 

longer necessary to organize groups for the overland journey. 

Individuals and families traveled west separately thus reducing the 

Church's in-migration involvement and the formation of newly organized 

settlers (Rosenvall 1972, 29). The settlement process began with an 

exploration of an area to identify general conditions. The purpose of 

the settlement was considered when identifying the location. Was it a 

base for a mission or was it formed to furnish some sort of product for 

the larger Mormon community? Settlers and leaders were chosen to form 

the new settlement. A small party was sent forward to establish a base 

of operations, and selected the settlement location. With the arrival 

of the remaining group, land was distributed to the settlers in an 

agreed upon manner. 

Settlement Database Methodology 

In order to consider different influences that contributed to the 

settlement of the area, a settlement database was developed. It was 

created to consider location and time of initial settlement activities 

in a quantitative fashion, and to identify the new settlement's primary 

function. The focus is on settlements formed between 1860, the year of 

the first agricultural Mormon settlement, and 1900, the beginning of the 

large scale reclamation projects fostered by the 1894 Carry Act and the 

National Reclamation Act in 1902.^ The objective was to examine the 
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settlement chronology to determine if Hudson's settlement model is 

transferable to the area, and to identify potential trail influences on 

settlement formation. The approach is seen as a means to utilize 

accessible histories to cuialyze the settlement process.^ 

Settlements generally refer to places that were initially formed as, 

or to support, an agriculture community. The classification does not 

consider initial population size at time of settlement, nor population 

growth over time. A separate category was created to identify Mormon 

settlements given their strong influence in settling the area. 

Identified Mormon settlements follow the definition developed by 

Rosenvall: those started by Mormons (1972, 5). Records furnished in his 

study were utilized as the primary source to identify Mormon 

settlements. 

Places listed in the database were obtained from detailed 

examination of period maps, maps of the Oregon Trail, place name books, 

postal information, and local and regional histories. Town name and 

location were assembled from each information source along with the 

source title, source date, and other associated information. The final 

list of approximately 160 records (Appendix A, Table A2) was derived 

from the larger database (over 3,000 records) containing place names, 

functional categories, and related dates. The "begin date" field shows 

the year the place was originally established. When actual "begin 

dates" could not be located, an estimated date was assigned based upon 

the earliest source map which displayed the settlement. All estimated 

"begin dates" are identified in the database. 



121 

Settlement histories for general areas were compiled from available 

published information. Local histories and county chronologies 

furnished much of the detailed settlement histories along with 

reminiscences. Many of these local history sources were found at the 

Latter-Day Saints Family History Library located in Salt Lake City, 

Utah.^ Post Office data was obtained from postal history sources. 

Each place could be assigned a maximum of two functional classification 

codes, county location, and whether it had a post office. Minimum 

information collected for each record was: place name, location using 

the public land survey grid range and township coordinates, present day 

county, state, initial function classification, and begin date. The 

listing is furnished in alphabetical order by State and Name. 

Initial functions were defined as types of settlement activities 

that could encourage the formation of a permcuient community. Associated 

classifications were established to categorize primary purpose or 

activity of each identified location; for example, settlement, general 

store, stage station, or other transportation services (ferry, toll 

bridges). Functional assignments were designated from a detailed review 

of place name books, regional and county histories, and town histories. 

Books focusing on specific trail developments were also examined. The 

assignments are the results of interpretation from available printed 

information. A listing of the codes used in the database along with 

corresponding definitions are included in the Appendix A, Table Al. 

Post Office information was also collected for use as an indicator 

of an occupied place within the territorial landscape. Since post 

offices were sometimes located within private residences, general 
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stores, and railroad sidings, they could not be used as the single 

component to identify towns. Post Office information was initially 

added to the matrix to assist in determining when a settlement was 

formed (begin date), and to show when the settlement ended (close date). 

An examination of the compiled information revealed that post office 

information cannot be the sole indicator of when a settlement was formed 

due to the lag between known settlement formation and post office open 

dates. Establishing a post office in the frontier, and the approval 

process, was a very subjective task. Communities would apply for a post 

office, and it was the post master's decision to approve the 

•7 
application. Closing dates could also not be used as a sign of a 

community's decline or end since postal economics were the primary 

factor for discontinuation. If the office was not generating sufficient 

revenue or was no longer needed due to other factors, it was closed. 

Additional research is needed to determine how post office information 

can and cannot be used as reference points in settlement studies. 

Place location was a critical element in the survey, and was 

identified using present day counties, and the public land survey 

township coordinates. A township is typically six miles square, and is 

sub-divided into 36, one-square-mile sections. Adoption of the system 

was made to facilitate the examination of the settlement location to the 

trail and other landscape features since published Oregon Trail maps 

utilize the land survey grid to identify trail location. After 

reviewing the level of details exhibited on period maps and other data 

sources, the exact location of each settlement cuid identified trail 

0 

activity was not possible." Position within a township, a 36 square 
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mile area, was recognized as a workable alternative given the source 

materials and the scale used in this study. Whenever possible, Township 

coordinates were checked against current maps. 

One problem encountered while developing the listing was the 

frequent use of the same place name for two different settlements at the 

same time or at different time periods. Many of these name changes were 

orchestrated by the postal service to eliminate duplicate and/or complex 

post office names. Location became the critical variable while 

reviewing early place histories, due in part to the possibility that it 

described a place outside the study area. Checking county references 

and/or other physical landscape characteristics reduced the possibility 

of combining town histories for two different places with the same name. 

Discrepancies between data sources were uncovered for a number of 

places, and were resolved by examining the data source, utilizing the 

information from the specialty information source, the more recent 

publication, or reassessment of the available findings.' 

A landscape review was completed using current United States 

Geological Survey maps at a scale of 1:250,000 (one inch equals four 

miles). The primary objective of this analysis is to obtain a general 

understanding of the physical environment, and to identify primary 

landscape elements that could contribute to the settlement location 

decision making process. Only general characteristics are evaluated 

because the present landscape shows the results of development, and not 

what was initially found during the settlement period. Primary location 

characteristics included are: water sources, rivers and creeks; 
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transportation routes, Oregon Trail, Montana Trail, and railroads; and, 

elevation. 

Census data compiled for the study area were deemed unusable 

eliminating the possibility of examining settlement population growth 

over time. United States Census data did not consistently report 

population figures, precinct information was not reported or boundaries 

were revised making comparisons impossible, and/or figures for 

identified settlements did not exist. Table 1 illustrates the available 

census data combined for the study area from various sources. The lack 

of reliable population data was a major obstacle to the study, because a 

place identified on the map usually could not be connected to population 

figures. Thus, the difference between an actual settlement (more than 

one family) or single ranch or homestead could not be made. It also 

restricted the ability to consider actual growth over time. The 

solution was to use a functional settlement definition; that is, its 

primary focus was to support agriculture. Using this meaning simplified 

assigning initial place characteristics. 

The database contains limited materials for the trail period between 

1840 and 1860. One initial decision was to primarily focus on 

settlement activities that occurred after 1860. Trading posts, bridges, 

ferry services, and other trail services are listed from secondary 

sources, and were not compiled from a detailed examination of overland 

diaries. These occurrences were recognized as a part of the frontier 

development stage, associated with fur trappers and the trail, and were 

not viewed as critical elements. An accurate count of these services 

along with inventories and prices would be beneficial, aind would 
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TABLE 1 
Available Census Population Figures, 1870 to 1900 

Date Population 
County, Area. Town Established 1870 1880 1890 1900 ^ Previous County 

Bannock 1893 — — — 11,702 
Pocatello 1878 — 2,330 4,046 

Bear Lake 1875 — 3,235 , 6,057 ,7,051 Oneida 
Bear River Valley , — 314 i — — — 

Bennington 1864 — : 152 1 

Georgetown 1870 — ; 134 ! 212 
Montpelier 1864 120 : 546 i 1,174 i 1,444 ! 
Paris 1863 : 501 ; 611 ; 893 i 906 
Ovid 1864 146 \ 

Bingham 1885 — — 13,575 110,447 : Oneida, Lemhi 
Blackfoot 1878 — 400 ; — i 900 

Bonneville 1911 — — — — 

Caribou 1919 — — — — Bannock 
Soda Springs 1863 144 j ; 428 1 

Cassia 1879 — 1,312 ! 3,143 13,951 ! Owyhee 
Albion 1873 — 257 179 1 306 ! 

Franklin 1913 — — — — Oneida 
Franklin (1) 1860 ; 558 435 ; 
Clifton 1869 82 
Oxford (1) 1864 149 
Weston (1) 1865 235 

Oneida 1864 : 1,922 6,964 ; 6,819 8,933 
Malad Valley — 994 — — — 

Malad City 1864 i 591 759 1 : 1,050 
Power 1913 I _ — — 1 — Oneida 
Lincoln 1911 — — — — 

Cokeville 1874 — 62 i 

Uinta 1869 — — — 

Notes and Sources 
1) It was assumed that the Utah Tenitory 1870 population figures listed for Franklin, 

Weston, and Oxford, were actually places in Idaho Territory. 
2) Bitton 1975, 12-13. 
3) Gittins 1983, 37 
4) Ninth Census, 1872, Table lll.-Temtory of Idaho, 107-108; Territory of Utah, 275 
5) Tenth Census, 1883, Idaho Tenitory, 130; Wyoming Temtory, 375. 
6) Twelfth Census, 1901, Idaho, 110-113. 
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contribute to the understanding of the evolving economic landscape. The 

principal concept is viewing the trail as a transportation system 

linking the Missouri River settlements to the northwest, or passing 

through the study area during a short period of time. Trail amenities 

are viewed as a part of the system, a temporary element, and can be 

discussed in more general terms. 

The methodology adopted to evaluate the compiled information was 

constructed after a careful review of the completed database. It was 

not the intent of the study to incorporate specific statistical or 

location analysis techniques given the numerous variables associated 

with settlement location, various trail routes, and other factors. 

Existing geographical models were considered, and subsequently rejected, 

since the exact location of every settlement was not known. 

Analysis 

The data was examined with the intention to address two questions, 

the transferability of Hudson's model to another study area, and to 

determine if there was a relationship between settlement location and 

the trail. The analysis can be divided into four steps that consider 

settlement chronology, identification of peak settlement years, 

influences or events that contributed to peak year occurrences, and 

landscape/locational considerations. Various factors and influences 

that contributed to the increase in settlement activities can be 

ascertained by examining the peak settlement years. The connection 

between territorial settlement functions and regional history provides a 

picture that portrays a settlement process. It also is representative 
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of a response to external factors that can influence economic activities 

associated with growth of a general area, a settlement and/or a town. 

Growth is dependent upon both local people's abilities to organize 

resources to meet product demeuids as well as anticipating fluctuations 

in regional markets. 

The database contains 158 records that identify settlement 

activities over a forty year period, 1860 to 1900. A majority of the 

records (121 or 77 percent) contain actual dates when settlements were 

formed. Begin dates for the remaining were estimated from postal 

history information, or from their first appearance on a territorial 

map. A comparison of actual begin dates to post office open dates 

revealed that post office open dates were not a reliable indicator of 

when a settlement was formed, and should not be considered in the 

chronology analyses. Table 2 illustrates that the difference between 

the actual date the settlement began and the date the post office opened 

was less than four years for only 29 places (26 percent). The begin 

year is equal to the post office open year in only eight places. Those 

records with estimated begin dates were eliminated from the development 

period portion of the analysis. A summary displaying the number of 

places, by classification code, by decade, is presented in Table 3, and 

shows the variation in the data when estimated begin dates are not 

considered in the analysis. Begin dates were estimated for 37 records, 

roughly 23 percent of the identified places. 

There are six peak development periods that span thirteen of the 

forty years (1860-1900) considered in the study. Table 4 contains a 

summary of the functional activities by year. Over the forty year 



TABLE 2 
Variation Between Settlement Begin Dates and Post Office Opened Dates 

Post Office Variation - Years 
Settlement Year < 0 1-4 i 5-10 11-15 16 Pius Total 

1860-1871 0 5 9 8 10 32 
1872-1880 2 9 9 4 14 38 
1881-1891 3 6 4 6 8 27 
1892-1900 3 4 5 1 0 13 

Total 8 24 27 19 32 110 
Percentage; 7% 22% 25% 17% 29% 100% 

Source: Settlement Database 

TABLE 3 
Sunnmary of Functional Classification Codes By Decade 

Estimated Start Dates Not Included 

Classification Codes 
Year BF GS MO MP RR S SM SS Total 

1860-1871 3 2 2 4 27 1 39 
1872-1880 1 2 2 5 13 17 40 
1881-1891 2 6 9 12 29 
1892-1900 2 7 4 13 

4 4 4 2 13 33 60 1 121 

Estimated Start Dates Included 

Classification Codes 
Year BF GS MO MP RR S SM SS Total 

1860-1871 3 2 2 6 27 5 45 
1872-1880 1 2 3 6 16 17 45 
1881-1891 2 11 18 12 43 
1892-1900 3 18 : 4 25 

4 4 5 2 20 58 60 5 158 

Sourc Settlement Database 
See Appendix A for Classification Code descriptions 



TABLE 4 
Functional Activities by Year, 1860 to 19Q0 

Estimated Start Dates Not Included 

Classification Codes 
Year BF GS MO MP RR S SM SS Total 

1860 1 1 

1863 1 1 1 2 5 

1864 1 9 10 

1865 1 5 6 

1866 1 1 

1868 1 2 1 4 

1869 4 4 

1870 1 1 2 2 6 

1871 2 2 
1872 1 2 3 

1873 1 1 2 
1874 1 1 1 3 
1875 1 3 4 
1876 1 1 1 3 
1877 2 2 4 
1878 1 1 5 1 2 10 
1879 2 5 7 
1880 1 3 4 
1881 1 1 1 1 4 

1882 2 2 
1883 1 1 2 
1885 1 2 6 
1887 1 1 
1888 1 1 
1889 1 1 
1890 1 3 6 12 
1892 2 1 3 
1893 1 1 2 
1894 1 1 2 
1895 1 1 1 3 
1897 1 1 
1898 2 2 
Total 4 4 4 2 13 33 60 1 1 121 

Source: Settlement Database 

See Appendix A for Classification Code descriptions 

The following years had zero settlement activities, and 

therefore are not listed above: 1861, 1862, 1867, 1884, 
1886, 1891, 1896, 1899, and 1900. 
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period, there are nine years where some form of settlement activity did 

not occur (1861, 1862, 1857, 1884, 1885, 1891, 1896, 1899, 1900), while 

121 settlement activities were recorded in 32 years for an average of 

3.8 settlements per year. The mean for the same records is three. Peak 

years are then defined as any year which contained four or more 

settlement activities. Concurrent years are combined to indicate the 

six settlement time periods. Peak years are identified from a review of 

the number of places started by year and by function classification. 

The first phase (1863-65) shows that a majority of the activities 

can be directly attributed to the Mormon Settlement of Bear Lake Valley, 

and the areas adjacent to the Idaho Utah borders (Figure 7). There were 

16 Mormon settlements established during this period. Beginning 

development of the Montana Trail is shown by the formation of bridges 

and ferry services crossing the Snake and Portneuf Rivers. A third 

ferry was situated by Franklin to support the budding settlements in 

that area. Fort Connor was established during this period to protect 

the emigrants along the Oregon Trail, and was situated next to Soda 

Springs.^® During the initial settlement phases, traffic continued 

along the Oregon Trail as overlanders escaped the Civil War or headed to 

the newly discovered gold mining areas. 

Southern Idaho during this period is described by Simmonds as a 

safety valve for the expcuiding Mormon population. Emigrants to Utah 

Territory combined with high birth rates were expanding the population 

beyond the carrying capacity of the existing agriculture settlements. 

The Battle of Bear River and subsequent Indian treaties opened the land 

for new settlements. Paris, established in September, 1863, was the 
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first settlement, and the following year seven more settlements in Bear 

Lake Valley were organized as hundreds of Mormon settlers took 

possession of the land. The rush to settle in the newly opened 

territory was delayed one year by Indian threats which developed after 

settlers moved into Round Valley, cin area south of Bear Lake designated 

for Indian use. The Shoshoni response to the move slowed the formation 

of new settlements in Bear Lake Valley, but did not delay the settlement 

growth in Malad Valley (Simmonds 1980, 28). 

The second development period occurred in 1868-1870 and was a 

continuation of the Bear Valley and Northern Cache Valley Mormon 

settlements (Figure 8). During this period, 11 settlements were 

organized, the Fort Hall Indian Reservation which encompassed 1.8 

million acres was formed, and the Fort Hall military post on Lincoln 

Creek was established. Additional stage stations along the Montana 

Trail marks the continued development of the transportation network. A 

major transportation improvement was finished towards the end of the 

development stage, the completion of the transcontinental railroad. 

Although no figures exist, it can be assumed that the Oregon Trail was 

still in use following the completion of the rail line as people 

continued to move westward. 

A total of four places highlights the third development phase which 

occurred in 1875 (Figure 9). Agriculture settlements continued to form 

in the Bear Valley and Cache Valley areas, while another was established 

in Portneuf Valley. Three of the four were Mormon settlements, with the 

one remaining being organized in an area dominated by Mormons. This 
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suggests that the Mormon agricultural practices were successful, and the 

areas were beginning to attract other settlers. 

The fourth phase encompasses the initial Union Pacific railroad 

expansion period that connected Utah with the Montana mines (Figure 10). 

It begins in 1877 and continues through 1881 for a total of 29 new 

places. The peak year is 1878 when five railroad related settlements 

were formed. Not included in this count are railroad stations or towns 

that developed from previously established stage stations or 

settlements. In some of these cases, the only element used from the 

earlier establishment was the name. Although additional settlements 

continued to be developed in the Bear and Cache Valley areas, the major 

increases occurred in the Raft River and Goose Creek valleys. These 

areas were predominately range land controlled by large cattle 

companies. Ranching began in 1866, because the valleys furnished the 

necessary conditions for profitable ranching.It is also the period 

where the first settlements in Star Valley, Wyoming, were formed in 

1879. The valley was traversed by Landers Road in 1858. 

The shift to agriculture development in the Raft River Valley is 

understandable given the availability of water and soil conditions. A 

need for additional farm land by Mormons and to supply the growing 

mining areas most likely fostered the move. Rockland Valley was first 

settled during the same period after a man named Gwinn and his two sons 

managed a large herd of horses in the valley over the winter (Rockland 

Centennial Book Committee 1980, 9). It was noted that the others were 

pleasantly surprised to discover that they survived, and the movement 

into the area began by six families from Meadow Creek, Utah. 
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FIGURE 7 
Classification Code Locations, Phase 1,1863-1865 
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start Year: 1868 

FIGURE 8 
Classification Code Locations, Phase 2,1868-1870 

Estimated Start Dates Not Included 

End Year: 1870 

Source: Settlement Database 
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start Year: 1875 

FIGURE 9 
Classification Code Locations, Phase 3, 1875 

Estimated Start Dates Not Included 

End Year: 1875 
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start Year; 1877 

FIGURE 10 
Classification Code Locations, Phase 4, 1877-1881 

Estimated Start Dates Not Included 

End Year: 1881 
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Movements into these valley areas signify a different settlement 

pattern than proposed by Hudson. As the railroad entered the study 

area, settlement activities began to spread into other unsettled areas 

not serviced by the railroad. Although it may have been the results of 

having a railroad line closer to the settlement area, the trend goes 

against the model where settlement activities tended to move toward the 

railroad alignment. A possible explanation for this occurrence could be 

found in the railroad's primary purpose, to connect the Montana Mining 

region to the main transcontinental railroad line in Utah Territory. 

The Union Pacific line went through Marsh Valley, and traverses the Fort 

Hall Indian Reservation. Available land was limited because the 

railroad crossed areas previously settled by Mormons and areas not open 

to white settlement. The railroad played an important role in settling 

the area by improving the transportation system, but did not direct 

settlement formation in an organized fashion as illustrated by Hudson. 

The fifth phase occurred in 1885, and is the second wave of 

settlements in Star Valley by Mormons (Figure 11). Three settlements 

were formed in the valley connected to Montpelier via a wagon road. 

Star Valley would eventually develop into a very successful dairy 

products region, and would strengthen Montpelier's role as an area 

market center. Trade was so substantial that it led to building 

additional roads into the valley in an attempt for towns to capture some 

of the transportation market activities.^^ Other settlement activities 

were primarily associated with previously developed areas. 

The final peak period occurred in 1890 when 12 new settlements were 

established throughout the study areas (Figure 12). Star Valley 
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settlements expanded along with those situated in Raft River Valley. 

Four new places were developed upon land which was ceded from the Indian 

Reservation in 1889. It was part of an agreement completed with the 

Indians in 1880 which released land that was previously settled in Marsh 

V a l l e y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  r e l e a s i n g  l a n d  s i t u a t e d  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s . T h r e e  

places were established along the railroad alignment to support evolving 

agriculture areas. It is not surprising that the period was comprised 

of a general expansion of existing settled areas since the major market 

areas were defined by this time period. New settlements formed in 

places to support existing agriculture communities via opening of a 

general store or providing needed support services. Settlement 

activities also occurred in previously unsettled areas most likely 

caused by the a need for additional agricultural land. 

The six periods illustrate the general settlement process within the 

identified study region. Beginning with the Cache, Malad and Bear 

Valley settlements, the initial movement grew from the southeast and 

gradually moved north and west through the study area. Creation of the 

Fort Hall Indian Reservation kept many settlers out of the central core 

area until the land could be released for white settlement. Besides 

ceding land to the railroads and expansion of Pocatello, there were two 

other references to Indians ceding land in 1889 and 1900. The first 

opened 297,000 acres while the second opened 400,000 acres for 

settlement. 

As mining activities began to develop in the 1860's, ranchers began 

to move into the surrounding valleys to take advantage of the quality 

range land. Some miners switched to agriculture endeavors because the 
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FIGURE 11 
Classification Code Locations, Phase 5, 1885 
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FIGURE 12 
Classification Code Locations, Phase 6, 1890 

Estimated Starl Dates Not Included 
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instant urban areas, a response to the influx of mining activities, 

created a large demcind for agriculture products. Farming became as 

profitable as raining, thus encouraging miners to switch to farming in 

the surrounding areas. It can be assumed that these people along with 

freighters, merchants, and others moved into the study area from the 

Boise and Montana mining areas. 

Early development of the study area can be attributed to two outside 

influences, overpopulation of the Mormon settlements within Utah 

Territory, and the gold discoveries in Montana and Idaho. The catalyst 

for the Battle of Bear River has been attributed to the Indians killing 

a few miners. The battle between the Indians and the army was 

inevitable, and the miners simply provide the justification for the 

massacre. The results were the signing of three Indian treaties^® 

which permitted the settlement of southeastern Idaho. Mining areas 

attracted prospectors, and towns quickly developed to support the 

developing mining operation. Early settlements finally had a market for 

surplus agriculture products which furnished needed cash. The 

subsequent formation of the Montana Trail permitted the Cache Valley and 

other agricultural areas to evolve from subsistence farming to 

profitable farming communities. 

Continued settlement activities can be attributed to the railroad 

and commercial irrigation projects. Although the railroad was simply 

passing through, it provided improved transportation services to the 

area. Agricultural products were shipped to distant markets, including 

the mining areas, and manufactured goods found their way to evolving 

towns and settlements. The railroad's importance to the area was 
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significant, but it was not to the extent that existing inland towns 

relocated to new sites along the railroad alignment. 

An Evaluation of Site Selection Criteria 

There are many factors associated with the site selection process 

that primarily focus upon the person's or group's goals, intentions, 

previous behaviors, and the ability to reach the selected destination 

(Mahoney 1990, 16). Locational criteria changed over time, and after 

the formation of a trauisportation system, they focused upon market 

access and the quality of the land for cultivation. Similar 

motivational factors are associated with the Oregon Trail. Faragher 

explains in his book on the Overland trail that people moved west for 

economic improvement, to find and claim new lands, and/or to obtain 

better farm land (1979, 16-18). Other pioneer motivational factors 

included the desire for better health, adventure, and political 

considerations (Unruh 1979, 91). These goals along with the addition of 

religious freedom can be used to identify the objectives of settlers 

within the study area. One underlying consideration for all certainly 

was economics, and the ability to generate sufficient revenue to support 

a family. 

Settlement criteria utilized in the nineteenth century midwest area 

included "climate, the availability of ground water, the availability of 

timber, drainage, topography, the quality of the soil, the legal 

security of one's claim, and access to a market" (Mahoney 1990, 18). 

These concepts and ideas moved westward with the overlanders, and were 

slowly revised by new knowledge obtained from those who previously 
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settled in the territory. Basic physical factors affecting the location 

of any viable settlements included: the availability of water, farmable 

land, grazing land, fuel, and building materials (Hornby 1991, 11). 

Favorable settlement conditions existed within the study area with 

irrigated agricultural practices. The open valleys with the surrounding 

mountains provided a suitable place for cattle ranching as well as 

growing crops. 

The locational analysis is necessary to obtain a better 

understanding of the possible criteria used by earlier settlers when 

selecting a site. The purpose is to ascertain general physical 

conditions (e.g., availability of water, terrain, and market access 

capabilities) by reviewing a township's physical characteristics where 

settlement activities occurred. The results provide an indication of 

the types of criteria considered during the site selection process. An 

elementary classification system approach is a viable tool to examine 

numerous settlement locations across a diverse and evolving landscape 

given the topography within the study area, and the large guantity of 

agriculture based settlements. No attempt has been made to recreate the 

nineteenth century landscape from a detailed review of emigrant diaries 

and exploration records. 

Townships were selected from the location database, and only those 

areas that contained settlement activities were examined. The analysis 

reviewed 128 townships, roughly 4,600 square miles, to determine: 

availability of a water supply, such as rivers or creeks; if the area 

was transversed by either the trail and/or the railroad; and the general 

slope of the land. Elevation was also considered. Thus five locational 
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categories were investigated: trail, railroad, water, elevation, and 

slope. Rivers and creeks are only assumed as a water supply since there 

are no natural navigable waterways within the study area. Availability 

of timber was not considered due to changes in the forests since 

settlement of the area. It can be easily assumed that a significant 

number of trees were removed to construct farms and villages, provide 

firewood, and to furnish building materials for the railroad. 

A matrix records the data for each category, and a one or zero is 

assigned depending upon the existing situation. A "one" signifies that 

the condition existed within the township while a "zero" represents the 

opposite situation. For example, if a creek is located within the 

township, a value of one is assigned to the creek category. In the 

event that a water supply (creek or river) is not located, a zero is 

assigned. Location criteria are merged with the settlement database, 

and corresponding values are assigned to individual settlement locations 

within the database (Appendix A, Table A3). A summary of the compiled 

data is shown in Table 5. 

Availability of water and transportation route is a function of 

distance between the settlement and the particular component. Location 

of these features was considered by assuming that the maximum allowable 

distance connecting two points within a township (six miles square) 

would be on the diagonal, or roughly eight and one-half miles. 

Potential spacing between midwestern towns was predicted in 1819 to be a 

distance of twelve to fifteen miles. The figure is fairly accurate, and 

may have resulted in the 1820 "general rule of thumb that at least 

seven to ten miles between towns was required to gain full control of a 
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Locational Analysis. Site Criteria Summarv bv Year. 1860 to 1900 
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Year Trail River Creek RR ; Num Year Trail River Creek RR Num 

1859< 8 7 8 5 1 8 1878 7 6 9 6 10 
1860 0 1 1 1 1879 4 3 8 1 9 
1861 0 0 0 0 ! 0 1880 6 5 5 2 1 6 
1862 0 0 0 0 ! 0 1881 4 4 4 4 ^ 4 
1863 4 4 5 4 :| 5 1882 2 1 2 0 ! 2 
1864 4 3 9 4 i| 10 1883 2 2 2 1 2 
1865 4 5 7 5 :| 7 1884 0 0 0 0 ' 0 
1866 2 1 2 1 •! 2 1885 3 2 7 2 ; 8 
1867 0 0 0 0 i 0 1886 0 0 1 1 1 
1868 2 1 4 2 ] 4 1887 1 1 : 1 0 1 1 
1869 1 3 5 2 :! 5 1888 3 3 : 6 4 :! 6 
1870 5 3 9 2 1 9 1889 1 1 2 1 i 2 
1871 1 1 1 1 1 2 1890 7 8 11 6 ; 15 
1872 0 2 3 2 : 3 1891 1 1 2 1 2 
1873 0 0 2 1 1 2 1892 3 1 4 2 i 4 
1874 1 2 4 1 4 1893 0 , 2 1 0 1 2 
1875 2 3 4 2 4 1894 2 0 2 1 i 2 
1876 1 1 3 0 i 3 1895 3 2 4 3 ; 5 
1877 2 1 4 1 i 4 1896 0 1 0 0 1 1 

Subtotal 29 31 63 29 1 65 1897 0 0 2 2 ! 2 
1898 2 1 3 1 i 4 

Source: Landscape Analysis Matrix 1899 0 0 0 0 0 
1900 3 1 5 1 5 

Summary Subtotal 54 45 81 39 : 93 
Totals 91 83 152 73 166 

1860-77 29 31 63 29 ! 65 
1878-00 54 45 81 39 1 93 
1860-00 83 76 144 68 i 158 

Notes 

1) Num = Total number of Places included in yearly review. 
2) The table shows the relationship between the place location and surrounding area. 

A value of "one" is assigned when the condition is located within the same 
township as the corresponding place. If the criteria is not found, a zero is assigned. 
Each place could have a maximum of one for each element. Therefore, the 
maximum value for any criteria cannot exceed the total number of places considered. 

3) Railroads made their major entry into the study area in 1878. Although values are 
presented for all years, they are only considered between 1878 and 1900. 
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small hinterland" (Mahoney 1990, 93). A radius of fifteen miles from a 

particular settlement point would cover the identified township as well 

as a significant portion if not all of each adjacent townships. The 

criteria and measurement methodology is considered reasonable since the 

maximum travel distance is within the township as well as the eight 

17 
surrounding townships. 

The first locational criterion examined is the availability of 

potential water sources via creeks and rivers. Water is a primary 

settlement criterion, and its importance increases given the study 

area's semiarid environment. An elementary assumption in this analysis 

was that the streams and rivers follow similar routes today as they did 

during the settlement period. The results show that a leading site 

selection indicator is the availability of water. This was expected 

given the environmental conditions and the early twentieth century 

population growth the state experienced following large scale irrigation 

projects supported by the Carey Act of 1894 and the National Reclamation 

Act in 1902. One of the first tasks undertaken in a Mormon settlement 

was preparation of farmland to grow crops and the construction of a 

canal. Only two townships (9,40 & 10,41) in Gem and Gentile Valleys did 

not contain a surface water source. 

The transportation route examination separately considers the 

settlement period prior and following the introduction of the railroad. 

The initial period is comprised of the years 1860-1877, and shows that 

45 percent of the settled locations had access to some part of the trail 

network. For the second period, trail access increases to 58 percent of 

the places settled. It suggests that the trail may have evolved to be 



147 

part of the basic wagon road transportation system. In the initial 

period the trail was used to carry freight, and as a way to gain access 

to a new settlement area. Settlement location near a trail is not a 

significant site selection criterion. 

Settlement access to the railroad for the second period is only 42 

percent, far below the original expectation. The importance of 

developing a new settlement close to the railroad to benefit from lower 

shipping costs appears not to be as influential a site selection 

criterion as suggested in Hudson's settlement model. Considering 

existing settlement locations prior to 1878, access to the railroad is 

higher at 45 percent. These figures are understandable given the 

limited route options the railroad had while constructing the line. 

Slope is a primary factor in both construction and operational costs, 

cuid the route followed the path of least resistance through the valleys. 

Wagon routes had similar limitations, and followed a similar route that 

contained grass and water supplies. Agricultural settlement locations 

tend to be in the areas where the land can be cultivated and irrigated, 

or which had similar characteristics. The analysis supports the concept 

that market access is not an important site location criteria. 

The final assessment involves reviewing the terrain of each township 

evaluating each as: relatively level, no significant elevation changes 

for at least one mile in one direction; significant elevation changes 

within one mile in any direction; and, a combination of the two 

patterns. The criteria were developed after examining topographic maps 

of the area with 200 foot elevation contours. The review showed that 

the majority of the settlements are located within townships composed of 
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a mixture of relatively level terrain and mountainous areas. The 

results are expected given the topography of the study area, block 

faulted mountains with open valleys. Roughly 9 percent of the 166 

identified places are located in mountainous areas. 

The elevations of 108 places were examined to ascertain if elevation 

was a site location factor. The sample of places was selected for the 

ease in determining their elevation with the data being compiled from 

topographic maps, place name books, and other sources. The examination 

(Table 6) shows that a significant number of places (92) are situated in 

areas with an elevation of 6,000 feet or less. Within that group, 48 

places are situated within 4,600 to 5,400 feet elevation, while 39 

places were within 5,400 to 6,000 feet. Only 16 places within the 

sample were situated in areas above 6,200 feet elevation, the first one 

being established in 1870. The majority of these higher elevation 

places were settled after 1882, most likely the results of increased 

area knowledge cind the need for additional farmland. Given the diverse 

elevation ranges of early settlements, elevation does not appear to be a 

major factor in the settlement location selection process. 

The locational analysis furnishes a basic understanding of why 

particular sites were selected within the study area. It would have 

been preferable to expand the extent of the study to include additional 

variables, or more specific locations, but data limitations preclude a 

detailed physical examination of a reconstructed nineteenth century 

landscape. This elementary examination was beneficial because it 

quantified a number of area perceptions related to the landscape, and 

furnished measurable indicators on the relationships of settlements to 



TABLE 6 
Site Elevation By Year, 1860 to 1900 

Elev 60-64165-69 70-74 75-79 i 80-84:85-89190-94 i 95-99 1900 Total 

4200 — — — — 1 — — — — 1 
4400 — 2 — — 1 — 1 — — 4 
4600 1 3 — 3 1 — 3 2 — 13 
4800 2 3 3 7 1 1 — — — 17 
5000 — 2 2 2 — 2 1 — 1 10 
5200 — 1 2 1 1 — 3 — — 8 
5400 — — — 1 — — 1 — 1 3 
5600 — — — 2 1 1 5 3 — 12 
5800 2 — — 2 1 1 1 — — 7 
6000 7 1 2 3 1 2 1 — — 17 
6200 — — 1 — 1 4 — — 1 7 
6400 — — — 2 — 1 — 1 — 4 
6600 — — — — — 1 1 — — 2 
6800 — — — — — — 1 — — 1 
7000 — — 1 — — — — — ~ 1 
9000 — — — — — 1 — — — 1 
Total 12 12 11 23 9 14 18 6 3 108 

Source: Landscape Analysis Matrix 
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the trail and to the railroad. These indicators by themselves are not 

intended to explain the settlement process, but to identify potential 

influences or decision making factors considered while selecting 

settlement locations. 

The review of six site selection criteria provides an impression of 

the types of factors considered while examining potential settlement 

locations. The analysis identified two primary land characteristics 

considered while selecting a new settlement location: water and 

topography. Water is by far the most important given its necessity for 

life, to support cattle ranching, and for irrigated agriculture. The 

second is terrain given the primary agricultural focus of these 

settlements. Market access via the trail and/or the railroad are not as 

important. 

* * * 

The analysis illustrates that there were many factors that 

contributed to the settlement patterns within southeastern Idaho and 

western Wyoming. The strong Mormon influence in settling the region is 

best illustrated as a function of time rather than total numbers. 

Mormon settlements within the study area comprised 38 percent of all 

identified places, and 50 percent of those with actually known start 

dates. Part of the Mormon settlement policy was to develop a self-

sufficient agrarian society with necessary industries to support local 

needs, and to develop a territory free of commercial dependence on 

eastern gentile suppliers (Valora 1986, 7-9). 
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Topography also directed settlement locations by providing the basic 

ingredients for cultivating the land within a series of parallel 

mountain ranges and open valleys. Accessible water supply for domestic 

and irrigation purposes was a primary locational factor along with 

relatively level terrain. Settlers developed agricultural techniques 

that complement local conditions which resulted in the development of 

the successful agricultural area. Physical conditions only furnish 

opportunities to those who could see its potential as well as setting 

boundaries for development. 

The quantitative analysis provides the basic framework for 

understanding the settlement process by examining the number, date, and 

location of settlements along with other development activities. It 

shows the northern course of settlement activities influenced by the 

Mormon Great Basin Kingdom and the transcontinental railroad. Related 

to these events were the external mining areas and the subsequent 

opening of the Montana Trail. These events combined with the area's 

topography produced the setting, and it was the people's response to the 

conditions which resulted in the location of settlements. The final 

point to examine is how these occurrences relate to Hudson's settlement 

model to determine if the model is transferable to this study area. 
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Endnotes 

1. Merrill discusses the 1860s' migration wave in his article on Tim 
Goodale's cutoff (1990). The figures presented are taken from 
Merrill J. Mattes 1988 study of the trail diaries. 

2. Unruh describes how history typically portrayed the trail from the 
initial 1843 migration and the 1849 gold rush perspectives. The 
entire history of the overland migration has been described by 
writers from these early years, and do not consider how the trail 
evolved since that period (Unruh 1979, 4). Merrill, while 
referencing Unnih's book, explains how trail activities were 
different from one year to the next, and how trail segment 
utilization varied. Trail use was also dependent upon the primary 
destination (1990, 15) 

3. Ostrogorsky takes the definition from Kenneth Lewis who "essentially 
adapts Turner's thesis to his Frontier Model" (1982, 79). 

4. The Carey Act was passed by Congress as a way to encourage 
settlement by transferring Icind to states willing to develop 
irrigated agricultural. The first project in Idaho began in 1900 
with the Twin Falls Land and Water Company, and developed land north 
and south of the Snake River in the Twin Falls area (Arrington 1994, 
477). 

5. It was recognized early in the study that it would require extensive 
field work to clearly illustrate change over time and how existing 
towns evolved. The adopted approach is a way to achieve similar 
results with available resources. 

6. Much of the library research was completed while attending the 
August, 1994, Oregon California Trails Convention held in Salt Lake 
City. The library is a excellent resource for settlement histories 
given the strong commitment of the Mormon Church to preserve 
historic records. 

7. Many factors were used while evaluating an application for potential 
post office, including: distance from other operating offices, 
topography, location to existing mail routes, proximity to the 
railroad, etc. It was up to the discretion of the postmaster to 
approve the Post Office application. The policy around 1890 was to 
deny few applications (Cushing 1893, 277-282). 

8. Many maps used to identify town names and locations were reprints of 
originals maps drawn in the nineteenth century, or more recent maps 
with few reference points. 



153 

9. Information sources would be reexamined, and the type of source 
evaluated. Materials obtained from reminiscence were carefully 
examined because of the tendency of the writer to furnish inaccurate 
dates, or to embellish the narrative. Unruh states that these 
(reminiscences) are "less trustworthy" than actual diaries written 
at the time (1979, 4). 

10. There is some confusion with the settlement at Soda Springs. 
Morristown was established at the same time as Soda Springs by a 
group of apostate Mormons. Rosenvall lists Morristown as a 1863 
Mormon settlement by Fort Connor while other sources simply refer to 
the settlement as Soda Springs. These two places are listed in the 
database as beginning in 1863 because Rosenvall's work was 
considered a primary information source, and history recognizes the 
formation of Soda Springs in the early 1860's. A post office was 
established at Soda Springs in 1864. In 1870, Brigham Young formed 
the Mormon settlement of Soda Springs. 

11. As previously mentioned, overlanders continued using the Oregon 
Trail in route to the northwest. Closing of the trail is associated 
with the automobile, with the last noted wagon crossing sometime 
between 1910 and 1912. "Historians tell us the Oregon Trail existed 
between 1843 and 1869. But wagon pioneers continued to travel over 
the Oregon Trail until affordable automobiles and a national highway 
system made the wagon obsolete in the 1920s" (Steber 1993, 13). 

12. Bolino identifies six factors that contribute to profitable 
ranching: transportation to market, good water supply, availability 
of good grass, shelter, sufficient number of calves, minimal winter 
losses and good management (1957: 132). The Raft River and Goose 
Creek Valleys possessed these characteristics with access to the 
Boise Mines, and later on to the railroad connection at Kelton, 
Utah. 

13. Wide provides a good description of the various road projects that 
were undertaken to capture the Star Valley freight traffic (1977, 
116-120) .  

14. It is difficult to identify the Indian Reservation boundary changes 
between its 1867 inception and 1910. Very minor revisions appear on 
the 1890's Postal Route Maps, and Railroad and County maps. After 
1900, General Land Office map, railroad and postal maps show the 
location of the revised reservation boundary. 

15. It is unclear how the Fort Hall Indian Reservation was reduced in 
size from 1.8 million acres to 520,000 acres. Land acreage figures 
presented do not add up to the original total. 

16. July 2, 1863, Treaty of Fort Bridger, Eastern Shoshoni; July 30, 
1863, Treaty of Box Elder, Northwestern Shoshoni; and October 14, 
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1863, Treaty of Soda Springs, mixed bands of Bannock and Shoshoni 
(Madsen 1980, 239). 

17. It is assumed that canal construction for irrigation projects were 
common. While settling Cache Valley, a nine mile canal was built to 
irrigate crops by Hyrum, Utah, in twenty-one days by twenty-eight 
men and boys (Ricks 1953, 32). This is a good example of the 
determination and community commitment of the Mormons, and how it is 
reasonable to assume that eight to ten mile canals were built. 
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CHAPTER 5 

APPLYING HUDSON'S SETTLEMENT MODEL TO THE STUDY AREA 

The settlement process within the southeastern Idaho study area was 

influenced by a series of external events. During the fur trade and 

Oregon Trail stages the area supported many activities: the northwest 

route to the yearly fur rendezvous. Fort Hall trading post, and 

overlanders furnished a market for food supplies and fresh draft 

animals. The gold discoveries in Montana and Idaho provided a market 

for Mormon agricultural products, and eventually led to the construction 

of a railroad connecting the mines to the transcontinental rail line. 

Completion of the Oregon Short Line Railroad through the study area 

linked the midwest with the northwest, and provided an economic boost to 

Idaho. The introduction of the railroad changed the regional economics 

from being dependent upon local conditions to places that responded to 

regional and long-distant markets. It initiated a new transportation 

element that affected the settlement process. 

Hudson documented the shift from one settlement process to euiother 

in his study of the Great Plains. The initial movement into the 

Midwestern region occurred with the establishment of self-sufficient 

farms and the creation of limited support services or inland towns. 

Settlement patterns within the northern Great Plains were revised with 

the introduction of a new transportation system, the railroad, and a 

subsequent shift to a regional economic structure. Distance to market 

played a major role in settlement location since farmers were not 
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willing to invest large amounts of time transporting products to market 

or traveling long distances to obtain goods for a cheaper price. 

Overlanders passing through southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming 

commented on the land's potential for farms along with perceived 

weaknesses, such as a lack of timber (Unruh 1979, 399). Trees were 

considered an indicator of soil quality, and a lack of trees was a sign 

of poor soil (Athearn 1960, 20). Another obstacle was the original 

settlers. Native Americans, who were reluctant to simply allow extensive 

white settlement without compensation or a fight. 

Physical constraints related to the topography provided 

opportunities as well as restrictions on the location of early 

settlements. Many rivers and streams created a formidable barrier to 

wagon transportation, and were prime sites for entrepreneurs building 

bridges or operating ferry services. The semiarid landscape required 

accessible water sources to irrigate fields. In some areas, dry land 

farming techniques provided a cultivation method that did not require 

irrigation. Construction of canals to irrigate fields was one of the 

initial tasks completed by early Mormon settlers. 

The importance of irrigation in the area is illustrated by the 

population growth and the increase in irrigated acreage reported in the 

Twelfth Census (1902, 839). For example, in Bear Lake County, the 

quantity of irrigated acres increased by 120 percent between 1889 and 

1899 (Table 7). Cassia and Oneida counties experienced similar 

increases of 90.2 and 101.3 percent respectively. The overall increase 

for the state was reported to be 101.3 percent. It is obvious that 

irrigation was a predominant factor that stimulated growth within the 
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late nineteenth century, and it continued to be important into the 

twentieth century. 

TABLE 7 
Irrigated Acres by County, 1889, 1899 

County State 1889 1899 Increase Notes 

Bannock ID - 44,220 — Established 1893. 
Bingham 40,912 71,129 73.9% iArea transferred to other counties in 1893. 
iBear Lake 19,844 43,650 : 120.0% 
Cassia 19,800 37,669 : 90.2% 
Oneida 21,423 43.135 101.3% 
Uinta WY 30,918 128,940 317.0% 1 Includes all of western Wyoming. 

Source 
Twelfth Census Report, Volume VI, Agriculture Part II.... 1902, 865 and 839. 

The Mormon colonization of the area was a significant factor in the 

settlement process. The growth of the Great Basin Kingdom accelerated 

the settlement process by furnishing an available population to open the 

surrounding frontier. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 

provided the necessary support for Mormon settlements to develop into 

self-sufficient communities. Brigham Young's conscious move into Bear 

Valley, outside Utah Territory, propelled the Mormon's frontier edge 

into Idaho Territory following the Battle of Bear River (Arrington 1994, 

271). It was a strategic move to gain control of Bear Valley prior to 

"others" laying claim. One must consider the thousands of overlanders 

who examined the valleys as they passed through, and many noted its 

potential in their diaries. Information on the area's potential most 
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likely was shared with friends and relatives, and may have eventually 

led to non-Mormon settlements. 

The success of these settlements can be attributed to the Mormon 

community's ability to organize and complete specific projects necessary 

to build a successful community and to support the Church. Initial 

Mormon settlers opened the area for others to follow using cooperative 

efforts to establish new places so they could practice their religion 

without repression. These pioneers were able to develop new 

agricultural practices that corresponded with the local conditions by 

working together, thus transforming the once hostile landscape into 

productive farmland. 

The Montana and Idaho gold rush influence on the settlement process 

is also significant. The freighting business linking the railroad with 

the mining towns furnished local residents with employment, a market for 

agricultural products, and the necessary cash to purchase equipment. 

During periods of poor crops due to pests or other circumstances, 

farmers around Malad City went into freighting while their families 

tended the farm. Without the additional income, these places may not 

have survived due in part to insect problems. It is assumed that 

similar activities occurred throughout the study area, and any surplus 

agricultural products were transported to surrounding mining areas for 

trade. 

Native Americans formed a significant barrier to settlement by 

becoming an economic burden as well as a physical threat. The Mormon's 

"feed not fight" philosophy placed a hardship on their new settlements. 

Pioneers not only had to grow sufficient crops to survive, but needed to 
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furnish the local Indian population with food supplies on demand. 

Treaties signed after the Battle of Bear River in 1863 provided Native 

Americans with assurances that the Government would provide assistance 

to keep them from starving (Madsen 1985, 219). It also opened new land 

for settlement, and eventually led to the formation of the Fort Hall 

Indian Reservation. 

The confrontation for land between white settlers and the Indians 

continued until the 1900's. Settlers who established farms within the 

reservation boundaries prior to its formation did not want to leave 

their land, railroads acquired property to cross the reservation, cind by 

the end of the century, the local white population saw Indian land as 

development opportunities. The creation of the reservation slowed 

settlement activities, but could not entirely prevent the process until 

a significant portion of land was ceded to the Government. Much of the 

newly acquired land was released for white settlement. The battle at 

Bear River was just an opening salvo of what was to become a continuous 

struggle to integrate the resident Native American populations with the 

approaching white settlers. 

An initial examination of the study area reveals that the settlement 

process followed a similar track as described by Hudson. The Frontier 

Stage contained early fur trappers and trading posts, inland towns 

formed with the Mormon settlements, and railroads brought continued 

economic development. Incorporating a transient stage during the 

frontier period to account for the Oregon Trail activities was 

anticipated to correlate the model to the study area. Subsequent 
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examinations that considered time and place exposed a number of 

differences between the two settlement processes. 

Settlement persistence is directly related to the physical 

environment, the people, and the developed structures to support 

settlement. It is the interrelationships between these three variables 

that is the focus of Hudson's settlement model or thesis which 

concentrates on the settlement of the northern Great Plains. By 

considering three variables (people, activities, and structure) in the 

context of time and place, it portrays a regional development process 

that anticipated future growth activities. Early traders and settlers 

established long-distance communication and trade connections to 

entrepot cities, a necessary step to open the area to future settlement. 

Once railroad towns were established, it was the individuals within each 

town who created activities to develop market centers. Location is 

important, but equally influential were individual efforts that 

established the place. 

Growth to a region and/or to a particular place can be attributed to 

transportation system improvements and long-distance trade. Pred in his 

study of midwestern urban growth showed how transportation improvements 

increased business activities, and furnished an economic environment to 

attract and retain inhabitants (1980, 140). The work also shows how the 

development of transportation and communication systems can connect 

places, thus establishing interurban area dependencies. Business 

activities in one area can affect economic activities in another distant 

location. 
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The concept of external factors affecting the internal development 

of an area is also presented in Vance's Theory of wholesaling. 3y 

considering the elementary principles, wholesale trade connects a group 

of producers with another group of consumers over some distance, i.e., 

long-distant trade (Vance 1970, 15). Within this context, location 

becomes an important element. Once a settlement has obtained a self-

sufficient position, growth and expansion could only occur from long-

distant trade connections. The relationship between Mormon settlements 

and the Montana Mines is a good example of this type of relationship. 

The Montana gold rush provided a market for Cache Valley farmers, and 

trade between the two areas developed (Valora 1986, 57), 

Hudson's model shows that town location patterns were the result of 

the railroad's efforts to plan for the efficient collection of 

agricultural products for shipment to distance markets. The primary 

objective was economic gain, which resulted in the location of the 

railroad alignment and associated towns. Structure was critical given 

the railroad's investment to create a total system (Hudson 1985, 15). 

Towns are seen as collection points for agricultural products, and 

distribution points for imported goods. Town location criteria 

considered the viability of the surrounding area to support farming 

activities to produce products for shipment. The railroads were 

interested in the transportation component. 

Hudson explains how the initial railroad lines were not built on 

speculation, but entered previously settled areas (1985, 12). This 

furnished the railroad with a ready transportation market to collect 

surplus agriculture products as well as delivering needed manufactured 
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goods. The introduction of the railroad in any area ended the previous 

settlement system (Hudson 1935, 12), since transportation costs via the 

railroad were far lower than wagon freighting operations. 

A review of the occupation and development stages that occurred 

within the study area provides a basis for comparison between Hudson's 

model and the occurrences within the study area. It describes the 

events that did and did not occur within the context of the model. 

The Frontier Era Revisited 

The Frontier Stage begins with early fur trapper explorations of the 

area and the discovery of South Pass. The rendezvous system (1825-1840) 

made two major contributions to the settlement process. It first 

allowed trappers to remain in the region to collect furs, and to become 

acquainted with the surrounding landscape. In many ways these were the 

initial white settlers who harvested furs for shipment to distsmt 

markets. The second was the rendezvous system logistics, the 

transportation of goods to the trading fair and the return trip to 

Missouri or home base with the collected furs. The system organized 

trading activities to some predefined central location, and created a 

two way transportation route linking entrepot cities and market centers 

with remote fur trappers. 

The formation of Fort Hall in 1834 was also the result of the 

rendezvous system, and with its subsequent sale to Hudson Bay Company, a 

supply route to Oregon Territory was established. Fort Hall's founder, 

William Wyth, entered the fur trade with the belief that it would be 

more profitable to supply the rendezvous from the Oregon coast than the 
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Missouri settlements. Once established, a trading post required a 

supply route to furnish essential trade goods, and a means to transport 

collected furs to markets. Fort Vancouver on the Columbia River was 

Hudson Bay Company's supply point for Fort Hall. The study area can be 

viewed as the terminus of two different trade routes furnishing supplies 

to resident fur trappers and Native Americans. This process of 

developing long-distance trade routes and communications via the early 

fur trade is similar to Hudson's model. 

The last rendezvous was held in 1840 ending the large scale fur 

trapping era that prepared the region for the next turning point. 

Opening of the Oregon Trail in 1843 produced new conditions within the 

study area. Thousands of emigrants crossed the continent in route to 

Oregon and California, placing new demands on established fur trading 

posts, creating new markets for resident fur trappers, and reducing 

Native American food supplies. Fort Bridger was estciblished in 

southwestern Wyoming with the primary purpose of trading with 

overlanders. Others established trading posts along the trail in an 

attempt to profit from the emigrants' trade. Many traders remained in 

the area year round and were involved in other ventures outside of the 

short trail season. These traders were the area's first white settlers. 

Mormon formation of the Great Basin Kingdom beginning in 1847 

brought about the region's first influential inland town. Salt Lake 

City. Created for religious reasons, settlement of the area quickly 

expanded. The trade infrastructure began to evolve with the formation 

of mail service at different points along the Oregon Trail, 

establishment of stage service from Missouri River towns to California 



164 

via Salt Lake City, along with freighting operations supplying goods to 

Salt Lake City and other places. New Mormon settlements were being 

established yearly within Utah Territory, expanding the boundaries of 

their new Zion. 

Just as the introduction of the railroad transformed settlement 

patterns and town locations, the introduction of mining created a new 

system (Athearn 1960, 77). Towns were instouitly formed where gold and 

silver deposits were found. Gold seekers would flock to the area in 

search for quick wealth, and would bring with them a need for food and 

supplies. Depending upon the local condition, within a few years raining 

operations could shift from individual placer mining activities to large 

scale enterprises. Miners would either work for the larger companies, 

head off to another area or turn to agriculture as an occupation. 

Formal postal service began with the formation of a post office in 

Salt Lake City followed by other offices along the Oregon Trail in 

present day Wyoming.^ Salt Lake City was the initial mail distribution 

point to places situated within the study area. A few post offices were 

opened in the study area within one to four years after the settlement 

was formed. Prior to the establishment of official post offices and 

postal routes, mail was carried by people going in the right direction, 

and/or by private individuals for a fee (Wilde 1977, 125). Both types 

of mail delivery systems contributed to the development of the 

communication network. 

Military protection for emigrants began in 1849, but only temporary 

measures were taken within the study area. Two prominent examples of 

early military posts developed in the study area include Cantonment 



165 

Loring (1849-1850) constructed near Fort Hall, and Camp Connor (1863-65) 

established at Soda Springs. The military presence in the region 

supported the expansion of settlements by not only protecting 

overlanders, but their presence was seen as a formidable threat by some 

Indians. Those Native Americans who continued to plunder settlers and 

overlanders made significant efforts to avoid contact with the soldiers. 

It can be assumed that these forts required supplies, and freighting 

operations were established to provide the necessary materials. 

Emigrants were not the only ones traveling the trails to Salt Lake 

City, California, and Oregon. Stage services began operating across the 

Great Plains along the overland trail transporting people to the growing 

western towns, and mining areas. Business expanded as the demand 

increased during the 1860's Idaho and Montana gold rush. The completion 

of the transcontinental railroad in 1869 expanded the transportation 

market as freighting operations along with stages connected the distant 

mining centers with the railroad lines. Prior to the railroads, wagon 

freight from Omaha contributed to the Montana Mine supply line, although 

most freight to the mines was transported by riverboat via the Missouri 

River. The emerging regional transportation infrastructure was built 

upon the early stage and freighting operations. 

Mining discoveries in Montana auid Idaho increased demands on the 

existing resources, and generated the need for additional services and 

products. Prior to the mining boom, new inland towns were associated 

with Mormon settlements and traders located along the Oregon Trail. 

Mining discoveries also marked the transition point from the Frontier 

Stage to the Inland Town Stage. Although Mormon settlements would 
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remain the dominant form until the railroad, non-Mormon settlements and 

other activities took place within the study area. 

The Frontier Stage within the study area can be separated into two 

parts: fur trapper era, and the Oregon Trail period. Early fur trappers 

explored the area, and established the initial trade routes between 

Oregon and the Missouri River Towns. The Oregon Trail period needs to 

be considered separately given its contributions to the development of 

the transportation infrastructure. Although it is generally recognized 

as a one-way route to the Northwest Territory, the trail was actually a 

two-way road connecting the midwest with Oregon, California, and later 

with Idaho and Montana. 

Traffic along the Oregon Trail route encouraged the development of 

trading posts, and other amenities such as ferry services. Although 

these operations did not evolve into agricultural settlements, they did 

provide essential services while creating the foundation for future 

development. Prior to the 1860's settlements, Mormons went to Fort Hall 

and other places along the trail with the specific purpose of trading 

with emigrants. These trips allowed traders to become familiar with the 

landscape, furnished both parties with desired goods, and estciblished 

informal trade and communication routes between the Utah settlements and 

the trail. 

The Inland Towns Phase Review 

Inland towns are defined as places not serviced by railroads, and 

include agricultural settlements, trading posts, and speculative towns. 

The latter were formed in North Dakota with the prospect of attracting 
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the railroad to the area, hopefully to the specific site. It is the 

concept of developing a business in "anticipation of a railroad-based 

settlement system" (Hudson 1985, 13) that separates the Inland Towns of 

North Dakota from those in southeastern Idaho. Early settlements within 

the study area were created in part as a means to lay claim to the land, 

or to generate income from wagon through-traffic, not in anticipation of 

the railroad. 

Mormon settlements were predominant in the study area until the 

introduction of the railroad in 1878. These settlements, or inland 

towns, were formed as a result of the increased demand for agricultural 

land created by the expanding population base within Utah Territory. 

Settlements were created to support the expanding Mormon community, or 

to profit from the Montana trade. Unlike Hudson's model, these 

settlements were not formed to attract the railroad (Figure 13). 

Further development of the previous transportation network 

established during the frontier era occurred to service new settlements 

and mining areas. Both places benefited from the connections, for the 

Mormon settlements needed a market as much as the mining areas needed 

the supplies. Freighting operations linking the railroad with the mines 

strengthened the emerging transportation network, and created additional 

employment opportunities for settlers. Mormons' needed cash to purchase 

new equipment and supplies not available in the area. 

Similar activities occurred during the North Dakota Inland Town 

phase, with the primary difference focused upon underlying motivations. 

In North Dakota, the primary incentive was to establish a business prior 

to the railroad and the expected influx of settlers. Non-Mormons or 
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FIGURE 13 
Classification Code Locations, Pre-Railroad, 1860-1877 
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gentiles entered the study area to profit from the mining activities by 

providing ferry service across rivers, toll roads, stage lines, and 

creating additional agricultural settlements. 

Development during this period can be viewed as event oriented, or 

responding to some occurrence outside the study area. No evidence was 

found to suggest that speculative towns were created to lure the 

railroad to the area. The mining centers and the transcontinental rail 

connection were the railroads' motivational factors. Only one town, 

Blackfoot, was created prior to the railroad, but its formation was a 

unique circumstance. The site was the first location outside the Indian 

Reservation that could support the rail line construction activities. 

The Railroad Town Phase Revisited 

Hudson explains how established businesses (Inland Towns) would 

relocate operations to the railroad site to take advantage of the 

reduced transportation costs. This locational shift from an Inland Town 

site to the railroad location is what caused the settlement pattern to 

change following the introduction of the railroad. These towns were 

established along the railway alignment for the specific purpose of 

gathering the area's agricultural surplus for shipment to distant 

markets. 

Considering the events within the study region, a different 

settlement process can be described by examining the railroad 

objectives. The initial purpose of the Utah and Northern railroad was 

to connect the Montana mines with the transcontinental railroad. The 

Oregon Short Line was furnishing the Union Pacific with its own 
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transcontinental route to Oregon. The transient purpose of these 

railroad lines, which was to get to another location, created a 

different situation than what occurred in North Dakota. The initial 

corporate goal was to capture long-distance through-traffic. Once the 

lines were completed, attention was placed on other transportation 

opportunities that could be developed along the completed alignment. 

Places established along the route during construction were built to 

service the trains, and the rail lines. Pocatello became a major 

railroad center situated at the junction of the two railroad lines. It 

eventually accommodated maintenance shops for both the Utah and Northern 

and the Oregon Short Line, and its early growth and development seems 

more attributed to the support of through traffic than as a market 

center. 

The introduction of the railroad within the study area did not 

create a significant change in settlement patterns. Most established 

settlements did not relocate to railroad sites to take advantage of the 

lower transportation costs, and not all new settlements were formed 

along the railroad alignment (see Figure 14). Cokeville and McCammon 

were the only places found where previously established general stores 

relocated to a railroad town. Another town, American Falls, began as a 

general store prior to the railroad, and may share a similar 

chronology.^ 

The locational analysis showed that a majority of the newly formed 

settlements were not within the same township as the rail line. This 

suggests that a railroad site or access to market was not a primary 

locational criterion. It was only after the completion of the 
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FIGURE 14 
Classification Code Locations, Railroad Construction Years, 1878-1884 
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FIGURE 15 
Classification Code Locations, 1885-1900 
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transcontinental route in 1885 that the Oregon Short Line began focusing 

attention on developing local traffic (Atheam 1971, 321). Although 

promoters were hired by the railroad to encourage settlers to move to 

Idaho, new development occurred outside the study area within the Snake 

River Plain. 

Railroads did play a significant role in settling other parts of 

Idaho, and following the completion of the two rail lines territorial 

officials commented on the positive benefits. "The result had been 

increased immigration, the opening of new lands, and new prosperity" 

(Athearn 1971, 320). Reviewing the database shows that during the 

railroad construction period, 1878-1884, 29 new places were created, 

seven were classified as railroad locations, seven as settlements, 

eleven as Mormon settlements, along with four others (bridge or ferry, 

general store, or mine). Although there was aui increase in the 

formation of settlements, the predominant locational criteria were 

creeks and rivers followed by the trail; settlement locations by the 

railroad were the lowest. This supports the concept that the railroad 

did not play a major role in developing new settlements within the study 

area, but supported growth in previously established places. 

Considering the period following the completion of the railroad 

lines, similar results were found. There was a total of 34 new places 

established during the time period 1885 to 1900: one general store, six 

railroad sites, fifteen settlements, and twelve Mormon settlements. 

Locational data continue to show that water is the primary site factor. 

A majority of the new settlements were formed in remote areas without 

railroad service as well as areas that were not accessible by emigrant 
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trails (Figure 15). This occurrence illustrates how the Mormon 

settlement policy influenced settlement locations. The policy focused 

on: 1) areas far removed from gentiles; 2) agrarian society with 

industry designed to meet the needs of farmers and local consumers and 

being self-sufficient communities; 3) sites near water sources for 

domestic purposes and or crop irrigation; and 4) protected communities 

for security, provide social opportunities, religious activity and 

growth (Valora 1986, 7-9). 

Conclusion: Review and Analysis 

The focus of this study concentrated on the Oregon Trail's 

relationship to ti^e settlement of the southeastern Idaho and western 

Wyoming study area by asking if a Great Plains settlement model could be 

transferred to an area defined by major emigration trails. Examining 

the settlement process from a trail perspective provides an opportunity 

to consider the trail's effects on territorial settlements instead of 

simply examining area histories. This view in conjunction with 

geographical locational theories, furnishes a bridge from previous 

studies to explain the settlement process. It is the combination of 

these attributes that formed the basis of this approach and formulated 

the following results. 

1) Hudson's settlement model is not transferable to the identified 

study area. Initial settlement of inland towns as well as 

differences with the primary purposes of the two railroad systems 

are the major distinctions. Settlement of North Dakota followed an 

individual or economic model directed by the railroad, while the 
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initial settlement of the study area conformed more to a community 

or religious model as found in New England. Hudson's generic three-

phased approach is easily transferable to another area, but requires 

a careful examination of events within each phase to identify 

potential differences. 

2) Hudson's model can be replaced with a five-phase process. The 

Frontier Phase is associated with fur trappers and the development 

of fur trading posts. The Transient Trail Phase is comprised of the 

primary overland migration waves through the 1860's. The Inland 

Town, Revised, phase describes the settlement formation patterns 

based upon the availability of water, agreements with Native 

American on what lands could be occupied, and mining markets. The 

Railroad Transient Phase introduced economical, long-distance 

trcinsportation capabilities to the area, while the final Railroad 

development period focuses upon developing local traffic. The last 

phase includes large scale irrigation or reclamation projects which 

opened new areas to agricultural settlement. 

3) Evidence does not support the concept that the Oregon Trail played a 

significant role in the study area's settlement process. A number 

of factors suggest that there may have been a relationship, but 

these alone are insufficient to support the notion. Other 

locational considerations preclude the concept and include 

topography and associated Mormon settlement actions. There were 

roughly a dozen settlements that were established on or in close 
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proximity to the trail. The primary purpose of these settlements 

was related to agriculture in the form of farming and/or ranching. 

Excluding stage stations that appeared along the Montana Trail and 

Kelton Road, settlements were not evenly spaced along the trail. 

Regularly spaced settlements would be expected if settlements were 

constructed with the primary purpose of participating in or 

supporting overland wagon traffic. The trail alignment followed a 

path of least resistance, and shared attributes favorable to 

settlement. There is no overwhelming evidence that suggests that 

the settlements were created with the specific purpose of obtaining 

economic gain from overland traffic. The short trail season and 

differences in yearly traffic flows created an irregular market 

which most likely discouraged business. 

The relational concept between the trail and settlements was 

examined from a review of trail histories, maps, and a general 

understanding of trail activities. Mormons camped along the trail, near 

Fort Hall, and other trading posts to trade fresh food products with 

overlanders. Others also entered the overland trade business providing 

ferry services or building bridges across rivers and streams. It can be 

assumed that Mormons became familiar with the landscape from these 

trading trips, and recognized the land's agricultural potential. 

A number of present day towns are located on or within close 

proximity to the trail suggesting that the trail played a role in the 

site selection process. Yet, review of local histories shows that most 

of these towns were formed for other purposes, such as religious 
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freedom. Settlers benefited from the location by trading with 

overlanders, but according to Wilde, "Water was a prime factor in their 

choice of location" (1977, 25). No descriptions explaining identifying 

site selection criteria were located. 

A number of stories describing the initial settlement process 

refers to pioneers following sections of the Oregon Trail to reach the 

final settlement location or to enter a valley where the settlement 

would be formed. It is the trail reference in the historic description 

that suggests that it was used as a transportation route during the 

settlement process. This is only considered as a suggestion since the 

authors may have used the Oregon Trail name as an artistic reference to 

a unknown route. 

Initial transportation routes through the area included the Oregon 

Trail and related cutoffs, the Montana Trail, and the Bannock Mountain 

Road. Sections of present day roads share a similar alignment to the 

trail suggesting that the initial overland route was used as part of the 

frontier transportation network. The success of the salt mines along 

Stump Creek was attributed to its location along Landers Road, thus a 

route to the Montana markets. Present day road maps show two routes 

that follow sections of the Oregon and California Trail, United States 

Route 30 through Bear Valley, and State Route 77 in the Raft River area. 

Although the locational analysis revealed that just over 50 percent of 

all settlements formed between 1860 and 1890 were situated in close 

proximity to the trail, these alone are not sufficient to declare a 

connection. 
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These combined with other factors can only suggest that a connection 

can be made to show Oregon Trail contributions to the settlement 

process. First it was an estciblished route that connected localized 

settlement areas with other places or developing market centers. It can 

only be assumed that the Bear Valley transportation network utilized 

sections of the trail to link various settlements. Secondly, the 

location of Montpelier, Bennington, and Georgetown, as well as Soda 

Springs on the trail could be related to the potential economic benefits 

of trading with overlanders. But there is no specific evidence that can 

make the connections. By the fact that Mormons traded with emigrants 

since the development of their Great Basin Kingdom and the establishment 

of a store in Montpelier, suggests that it could have been a factor in 

selecting a site for the new settlements. 

The subjective nature of these considerations only implies the 

possibility of a relationship between settlements and the trail. 

Demonstration of the concept would entail additional investigations to 

uncover the actual thinking behind the selection of a particular 

location, and the reconstruction of transportation routes prior to and 

following the introduction of the railroad. The combination of these 

and other factors provide sufficient evidence to conclude that there is 

not an association between the Oregon-California Trail and settlement 

patterns within southeastern Idaho and western Wyoming. 

This study is viewed as a possible first step in an effort to 

investigate the relationship between major emigration trails and 

regional settlements. Additional research should consider trading 

activities that occurred prior to and following the Mormon occupation of 
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the study area. Information could be obtained from a detailed review of 

emigrant diaries to possibly identify places where overlanders noted 

traders, along with other supplied information, such as ethnic origins 

of traders, type of goods available, and type of establishment 

(permanent or temporary). An extensive diary examination was not 

incorporated into the current study given its concentration upon 

permanent settlements formed after 1860. 

Postal information was used to a limited extend and offers 

possibilities for future research. It was shown that the post office 

start dates could not be utilized as the actual settlement or town 

formation date. Additional research could further examine this 

relationship to determine how this information can be effectively 

utilized. A review of Post Office applications could reveal information 

on the size and location of settlement activities. Applicants typically 

furnished a variety of information to justify establishing a new post 

office including: locational descriptions, population figures, and 

existing postal routes. Details obtained from this review could be used 

to help construct the nineteenth century frontier landscape. 

A physical environment provides opportunities as well as constraints 

for settlements that in many areas cannot be easily overcome. 

Topography is an critical component to consider while examining 

settlement patterns. Central Place theory's evenly spaced communities 

formed over time by trade hierarchies may be achieved on the open 

plains, but may not be possible in mountainous areas. Landscape 

patterns furnish the conditions to accommodate settlements, and are 

evaluated by settlers from past experiences and general knowledge of the 



180 

area. Settlement patterns are the results of topography, cultural or 

religious directions, as well as market considerations. 

The study area's settlement process developed as a response to the 

local environmental conditions as well as external regional influences. 

Long-distant trade related events provided the foundation that would 

support future settlement activities beginning with the early fur 

operations that opened the route which became the Oregon Trail. The 

Mormon occupation of the Great Basin brought thousands of settlers to 

the area, and created a nucleus of activities that would support the 

study area's rapid development. These social and cultural influences 

cannot diminish the importance of the Idaho and Montana gold discoveries 

which transformed newly discovered mining areas into instant urban 

developments. It is the combination of these internal and external 

conditions that first advanced the frontier's leading edge from the 

Mormon Great Basin Kingdom across the Utah/Idaho Territories border. 

Just as the trail led overlanders across new and interesting places, it 

can furnish new perspectives from which to view the western settlement 

process. 
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Endnotes 

1. A number of post offices were established along the trail beginning 
with Fort Laramie in 1850. It was a stop on the route providing 
service to Oregon City via Salt Lake City. As a trading post, Fort 

Bridger had a post office between 1850 and 1857. It was 
reestablished in 1858 when the military post appropriated the site. 
Other post offices included: Green River, 1853-1856, at the site of 
a Mormon ferry; Deer Creek, 1859-1862, at Glenrock Wyoming; and 
South Pass City, 1861-1862, by Independence Rock (Meschter 1978, 11-
1 2 ) .  

2. A local history of the Americcin Falls area, describing the sequence 
of events that led to its formation, could not be located. 
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APPENDIX A 
TABLE Al: SETTLEMENT DATABASE CODES 

Classification 
Code 

Name Description 

BF Bridge, Ferry, or 

Toll Road 

Transportation services that 
include: ferries, bridges, and 
toll roads. 

GS General Store or 
Trading Post 

All forms of a business 
establishment that supplied 
goods to overlanders, fur 
trappers, and/or to a local 
population. 

MO Mining Operation Developed mining operation: 
salt, coal, gold, silver, etc. 

MP Military Post, 
Military Camp 

Military post or camp 
established to protect 
settlements or emigrants. 

NC Named Changed Date town name changed. 

PO Post Office Mail Service collection and 
distribution point. 

RA Ranching Area Thinly populated area used to 

raise livestock. 

RR Railroad Point developed along railroad 
which includes town, stations, 
and sidings. 

S Settlement A small community, village or 
group of houses in a thinly 
populated area with an 
agricultural focus. Population 
size is not considered. 

SM Settlement, 
Mormon 

Settlement developed by 
Mormons. 

ss Stage Station Stage Coach Station. 

ZZ Column Identifies if settlement 
information was obtained from 
multiple sources (*), or if the 
Began date was estimated (E), 
or estimated from post office 
data (EP). 
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1 Classification 
1 Code 

Name Description 

E Estimated Dates Estimated began date from: post 
office records, map publishing 
date, or other sources. 

EP Estimated Date Estimated began date from post 

office records. 

* Multiply Records Record information from 
multiple sources. 

County Names Class Code "E" 

BA — Bannock County, Idaho. 

BL — Bear Lake County, Idaho. 

BI — Bingham County, Idaho. 

BO — Bonneville County, Idaho. 

CA — Caribou County, Idaho. 

CS — Cassia County, Idaho. 

FR — Franklin County, Idaho. 

ON — Oneida County, Idaho. 

PW — Power County, Idaho. 

LI — Lincoln County, Wyoming. 

Landscape and 
Elevation 

j Matrix 

1 L Relatively level terrain, no 
significant elevation changes 
for at least one mile in one 
direction. 

M — Significant elevation changes 
within one mile in any 
direction. 

L-M — Combination of the two above 
mentioned patterns. 



Appendix A 
TABLE A2; Settlement Data Base 

Classiricalion Codes PO PO 
Name TWNRNG Stale zz A B C El Begin Open Close End Notes 

Albion 12 25 ID S PORACS 1873 1878 Marsh Basin P.O. 1878; first settlers 1868 
Alexander 9 41 ID S PO CA 1880 1882 1953 Crater, NE 1858 
Almo 15 24 ID • SM PO SS CS 1878 1882 
Alpine 3 46 ID S PO BO 1890 1910 1956 
Alton 14 45 ID • S PO RA BL 1892 1902 1918 Area used for cattle range, 1878; school built 1892 
American Falls 7 31 ID GS PO RR PW 1881 1882 Danilson Ferry & Store 
Arbon 11 33 ID • SM PO PW 1893 1898 
Arimo 10 37 ID RR PO BA 1878 1878 1926 Oneida 0.5 mile west. S-18B1; relocated RR line & town 1882 
Bancroft 8 39 ID RR PO CA 1885 1892 
Banida 14 39 ID RR PO FR 1878 1912 1959 Richfield, near Dunnville (GT), RR terminus, resetteled 1906 
Battle Creek 15 39 ID • RR PO FR 1878 1882 1885 1890 First house 1877, RR 1878. f^ree bridge in area 1870, sec 5 
Bench 10 41 ID S PO SS CA 1879 1902 1923 Twnshp -10/11; used Twnshp 10 for analysis 
Bennington 12 44 ID SM PO BL 1864 1877 1887 
Bern 12 43 ID • SM PO BL 1873 1901 
Black Pine 15 30 ID • MOPO S ON 1876 1895 1939 RA-1888; PO Disc, 1895-1910 
Black Rock Stage Station 7 35 ID E SS BA 1865 1878 near Portneuf. Estimated start and end date 
Blackfoot 3 35 ID • RR PO BF 81 1878 1879 Town founded 1879; Bridge across Snake -1881 
Blaser 9 38 ID RR PO BA 1890 1890 1895 1951 NC from Lava or Lava Station, RR flag stop 
Bloomington 14 43 ID SM PO BL 1864 1872 

NC from Lava or Lava Station, RR flag stop 

Bonanza Bar - Gold Camp 9 29 ID MOPO PW 1878 1916 1920 sec. 16 
Border 14 46 ID £P S PO BL 1888 1892 1900 1900 Assume PO to Border, Wyoming, 1900-1933; IdahoWVyoming stale lin 
Bridge 15 27 ID BF PO S CS 1878 1879 1971 1878-79. Bridge across Raft River. First PO 3 mile south of org site 
Bridgeport 14 39 ID • BF S FR 1865 1880 EST. LOC.; SS-1865, TB-1869. Packer Bridge; assumed end dale. 
Buist 13 33 ID • S PORAON 1898 1909 1936 Ranching in area began 1898; Area unsuitable for cultivation. 
Cambridge 11 37 ID SM BA 1870 sec 22; Nine Mile 
Cantonmeny Loring 4 33 ID • MP -- -- Bl 1849 1850 Located roughtly three miles above Fort Hall 
Carribou City 4 44 ID E MOPO BO 1874 1883 1898 1898 Iowa Bar; Burned downed, never rebuilt, assumed end dale; sec 2 
Cedarhi)) 13 32 ID S PO ON 1880 1914 1938 Cedar Mountain; Cedar Butte PO 1880, disc 1880 
Central 9 40 ID S PO CA 1895 1902 1963 
Cherry Creek 15 36 ID • SM PO ON 1865 1877 1909 
Chesterfield 6 39 ID • SM PO CA 1875 1889 1956 first bIdg -1883 
Chub Springs 5 42 ID EP S PO CA 1892 1892 1918 

first bIdg -1883 

City of Rocks 16 23 ID E SS CS 1869 1884 Area noted point on trail; Assumed End date, completion of RR. 
Cleveland 12 40 ID SM PO FR 1869 1889 1962 Cottonwood; agriculture & stock raising 
Clifton 14 38 ID • SM PO FR 1869 1870 first settlers 1865, per. settlement -1869 
Conant 13 26 ID • GS PO SS CS 1880 1884 1917 sec. 20; trade center 
Connor 13 25 ID EP S PO CS 1900 1900 1903 
Cove 10 40 ID EP S PO CA 1896 1896 1909 
Daniels 12 35 ID EP S PO ON 1900 1900 1934 seel 8/20 



Appendix A 
TABLE A2; Settlement Data Base 

Glassiftcalion Codes PO PO 
Name TWNRNG State zz A B C El Begin Open Close End Noles 

Dayton 15 38 ID • SMPO FR 1865 1900 Franklin Meadows, 5 Mile Creek, and Chadville. S-1865,AB,S-1869 
Decio 10 24 ID E S PO CS 1880 1917 Marshfieid 
Dempsey, Bob 9 38 ID GS BA 1851 1861 Trader, Fur Trapper; Estimated dates; sec 22 
Dingle 14 44 ID SM PO RA BL 1871 1890 Stock raising to 1879 
Dolbeer 8 39 ID S CA 1892 Bancroft; sec 14 
Downey 11 37 ID RR PO BA 1894 1894 Marsh Valley trade center 
Eight Mile 10 43 ID • S PO BL 1868 1906 1907 1872 six families in community 
Elba 13 25 ID • SMPO CS 1871 1883 Cassia Creek, Beecherville; PO disc 1881-1883 
Erncliff 16 25 ID S PO CS 1870 1886 1890 Earncliff; sec 1, 
Fairview 16 39 ID • SMPO FR 1869 1883 1965 
Fish Haven 16 43 ID SM PO BL 1864 1873 1962 
Fort Connor 9 41 ID MP CA 1863 1865 Soda Springs Area 
Fori Hall ( Lincoln Creek) 3 36 ID MP PO 81 1870 1893 1898 MP closed 1883; school opens on site;sec 24 
Fori Hall (Post Office) 4 34 ID EP SS PO 81 1866 1866 1875 1875 Assumed stage slop with post office. 
Fort Hall (Trading Post) 5 33 ID GS 81 1834 1856 Hudson Bay AB 1856 
Franklin 16 40 ID SM PO FR 1860 1873 

Hudson Bay AB 1856 

Freedom 5 46 ID SMPO CA 1879 1891 ldahoA'\(yoming border; sec 15; PO 1891 in Woyming. 
Garner 14 38 ID EP RR PO FR 1891 1891 1892 

ldahoA'\(yoming border; sec 15; PO 1891 in Woyming. 

Geneva 12 46 ID • SMPO RA BL 1879 1898 
Georgetown 11 43 ID • SMPO BL 1870 1871 Twin Lakes 
Gibson 4 35 ID RR Bl 1890 Near LM - Ferry Butte, 1890 made station on RR 
Glendale 15 41 ID E S PO FR 1870 1895 1904 by Preston. Settled 1870's 
Grace 10 40 ID S PO CA 1893 1894 sec 2/12 
Gray 4 43 ID EP S PO RA BO 1888 1888 1960 sec 26, Mormons from Starr Valley; RA-1870 
Gwenford 15 35 ID • GSPO ON 1890 1899 1937 

sec 26, Mormons from Starr Valley; RA-1870 

Hatch 7 39 ID • SMPO CA 1882 1896 1934 Eighteen Mile Creek 
Hawkins 10 35 ID • SMPO BA 1890 1901 1922 
Henry 6 42 ID EP S PO CA 1885 1885 1954 Omega PO 1885-1887, reopened 1898. 
Holbrook 14 33 ID SM PO ON 1878 1901 

Omega PO 1885-1887, reopened 1898. 

Inkom 7 36 ID • RRPO BA 1895 1903 First permanent settlers 1898, Town -1912 
Juniper 15 30 ID SM PO ON 1889 1914 1965 
Keenan 3 45 ID MO PO GT CA 1870 1874 1875 1900 ESTIMATED LOCATION, 25 miles N Soda Springs; Assumed End date 
Kelso 15 27 ID EP S PO CS 1880 1880 1885 

ESTIMATED LOCATION, 25 miles N Soda Springs; Assumed End date 

Lago 11 41 ID S PO CA 1870 1887 1954 Trout Creek 
Lanark 13 43 ID SM PO BL 1877 1894 1896 South Liberty, Freedom 
Landing 11 31 ID S PO PW 1885 1898 1914 community, never village 
Lanes Gulch 10 28 ID S PO CS 1879 1880 sec 18; border of CS & PW counties; used CS tor analysis; first dry far 
Lava Hot Springs 9 38 ID S PO RR BA 1881 1895 Dempsey, Lava, sec 22. RR Station ca. 1902, 
Leona 10 27 ID EP S PO CS 1885 1885 1886 1886 ESTIMATED LOCATION; Assumed End dale 

00 
(ji 



Appendix A 
TABLE A2: Settlement Data Base 

Classirication Codes PO PO 
Name TWNRNG Slate zz A B Begin Open Close End Notes 

Liberty 13 43 ID SM PO 

C E 1 

BL 1864 1873 1920 
LIndsayville 11 43 ID S PO BL 1880 1905 1909 sec 34 
Lund 9 39 ID SM PO CA 1892 1896 1962 Hawley 
Malad City 14 36 ID SM PO ON 1864 1865 Malad 
IVIalta 13 26 ID S PO RA CS 1890 1883 Ranching in area began 1870 
Mapleton 15 40 ID SM PO FR 1875 1898 1907 
Marsh Valley 10 37 ID S BA 1878 sec 29 
McAuley Toll Road 14 45 ID BF BL 1852 1852 
McCammon 9 36 ID • RRPO BA 1881 1883 sec 12; Harkness 
Meeks and Gibson Ferry 3 34 ID BF Bl 1864 1869 May have operated in late 1850's: Assumed end date. 
Michaud 6 33 ID E RR PW 1895 Assumed RR beginning. 
Mink Creek 14 41 ID SM PO FR 1872 1878 1959 Mink; sec6/7 
Monliplier 13 44 ID SM PO RR BL 1864 1873 RR division point 
Morrislown 9 41 ID SM CA 1863 1891 
Moullon 16 23 ID SM PO CS 1882 1910 1930 
Naf 16 27 ID EP S PO CS 1898 1898 
Nashville 16 40 ID S RR FR 1877 sec 8 
Neeley 8 30 ID SM PO PW 1881 1886 1918 Neelyville; PO discontinued 1886-98 
Niter 11 40 ID SM PO CA 1895 1903 1918 Hanna; TWN 10/11, used 11 for analysis; sec 36/1 
Norton 16 38 ID EP S PO FR 1898 1898 1905 

Hanna; TWN 10/11, used 11 for analysis; sec 36/1 

Nounan 11 43 ID SM PO BL 1875 1882 1883 PO discontinued 1883-1898 
Oneida Sail Works Company 7 46 ID MO CA 1866 1890 Slump Creek Salt Works; shipped salt to Montana via Lander Rd 
Ovid 13 43 ID SM PO BL 1864 1873 

Slump Creek Salt Works; shipped salt to Montana via Lander Rd 

Owens & Wilsons Trading Post 14 46 ID GS BF BL 1851 1859 sec 6; Thomas Fork Bridge; assumed close date. 
Oxford 13 38 ID • SMPO RR FR 1864 1872 1959 lemporarly vacated 1867- Indian problems; sec 28 
Paris 14 43 ID SM PO BL 1863 1873 

lemporarly vacated 1867- Indian problems; sec 28 

Pauline 10 33 ID • S PO PW 1890 1911 1929 Meadov/, sec 12 
Pebble 8 38 ID •  8  P O R R C A  1890 1908 1917 Shelter cabin, blacksmith, 2 houses 
Pegram 15 46 ID RR PO BL 1883 1901 1955 
Perry 12 41 ID • S PO FR 1874 1895 1915 
Pleasanlview 14 35 ID • SMPO ON 1883 1898 1909 site includes Gwenford; TWN 14/15, used 14 for analysis 
Pocatello 6 34 ID RR PO BA 1878 1883 Oliver & Conover stage stop, Pocatello Creek, 1863; sec 26 
Port Neuf Station 9 36 ID • BF PO SS BA 1863 1875 1879 1878 Oliver & Conover SS; Harkness; sec 12; assumed end dale 
Porlneuf 7 35 ID E R R P O  BA 1879 1917 1918 Port Neuf Station; sec 22. RR flag slop, est 1880 
Porlneuf Creek 6 38 ID BF CA 1851 1859 Toll Bridge; assumed end date 
Preston 15 39 ID • SMPO FR 1872 1882 Worm Creek; sec 22/26 
Raymond 13 46 ID • SMPO BL 1B76 1889 1964 Thomas Fork; sec 22; other begin dale 1873 
Riverdale 14 39 ID • S PO FR 1872 1882 1908 sec 36 
Robin 10 36 ID • SMPO BA 1877 1899 1956 sec 7, Garden Creek 

00 
o> 
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TABLE A2: Settlement Data Base 

Classification Codes PO PO 
Name TWNRNG State zz A B C El Begin Open Close End Notes 

Rockland 10 31 ID SM PO RA PW 1879 1886 TIGS R31E sec 6/7; RA started 1876 
Ross Fork 4 36 ID EP ss PO RR 81 1870 1870 1884 Fort Hall Indian Agency; PO 1911-1959 
Ruddy Station 10 37 ID ss BA 1868 1878 Area first settled 1864; Assumed end date, RR = Ahmo 
Samaria 15 35 ID sw PO ON 1868 1881 1963 
Sharon 12 43 ID SM PO BL 1897 1900 1915 
Silver Star 15 38 ID E s FR 1897 School built 1897 
Smith's Trading Post 13 44 ID GS BL 1842 1857 Big Timber; Peg-Leg Smith 
Soda Springs 9 42 ID S PO CA 1863 1864 SM -1871; Bear Springs, Lodge Springs; RNG 41/42, used 42 for ijnaly 
St Charles 15 43 ID SM PO BL 1864 1873 

SM -1871; Bear Springs, Lodge Springs; RNG 41/42, used 42 for ijnaly 

SI John 14 36 ID S ON 1877 
Standrod 16 26 ID E S PO CS 1870 1890 1918 PO Disc 1890-1915; sec 34 
Sterrett 8 40 ID EP S PO CA 1900 1900 1909 Sternet 
Stone 16 32 ID EP S PO ON 1895 1895 sec 22/23 
Sublet! 13 28 ID S PO RA CS 1876 1880 1942 RA - 1865; sec 34 
Swan Lake 13 38 ID • S PO BA 1875 1880 sec 10; PO dis. 1883-86 & 1895-09 
Talmage 8 40 ID RR PO CA 1890 1910 1921 Way; grain elevator; sec 33 
Thatcher 12 40 ID • SM PO FR 1874 1900 1967 Mormon Ward; sec 1 
Topaz 9 37 ID E S PO BA 1889 1911 1912 Sec 23/24 
Trading Post - 3 Mile Creek 12 44 ID E GS BL 1850 - 1859 ESTIMATED LOCATION; Assumed End Date 
Treasureton 13 39 ID SM PO FR 1868 1881 1944 PO dIs. 1887-92 
Turner 10 40 ID S PO CA 1898 1900 1919 sec 6/8 
Tyhee 5 34 ID E RR PO BA 1890 1909 1910 RR construction camp 
Village 13 25 ID E S CS 1879 
Virginia 11 37 ID S PO RR BA 1885 1910 1967 Thatcher, Norlh Cambridge, sec 5 
Ward 15 25 ID EP S PO CS 1891 1891 1913 
Wardboro 13 44 ID SM PO BL 1865 1894 1910 Preston 
Wayan 5 43 ID S PO CA 1894 1894 sec 23/24 
Weston 16 38 ID SM PO FR 1865 1873 West Town, 1863 first bidg 
Whitney 16 40 ID SM PO RR FR 1869 1892 1939 also known as Hulls Crossing; RR -1878 
Williamsburg 5 44 \D EP S PO CA 1900 1900 1920 
Winder 14 39 ID E S FR 1890 Estimated location 
Woodruff 16 36 ID SM PO ON 1865 1894 1909 
Yale 10 27 ID S PO RA CS 1890 1890 1934 sec 34; ranching area 
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TABLE A2; Settlement Data Base 

ClassificaCion Codes PO PO 
Name TWNRNG Slate zz A B C El Begin Open Close End Notes 

Afton 32 118 WY SM PO 1885 1888 
Alpine 37 119 WY S PO 1890 1890 1934 TW - Idatio/Wyoming border. PO 1890 not Opperated. Est 1918 
Auburn 32 119 WY SM PO 1879 1889 
Beckwilh 22 119 WY E RR PO 1888 1884 1931 PODIS 1886-87 & 1903-20 
Bedford 34 119 WY SIVl PO 1890 1898 1966 Strawberry Creek 
Border 26 120 WY EP S PO 1900 1900 1933 Assume PO from Border, Idaho, 1892-1900; IdahoA/Vyoming statu line. 
Cokeville 24 119 WY • GS PO RR 1874 1877 Smith's Fork; TP - Tilford Kutz; businesses relocated to RR site; RA 
Falrview 31 119 WY SM PO 1885 1889 freighters' outpost 
Fossil 21 117 WY EP S PO 1886 1886 1945 PO DIS 1887-88; Ranching 
Freedom 35 119 WY SM PO 1879 1891 
Grover 32 118 WY SM PO 1885 1889 
Nugget 21 118 WY E RR 1888 Assume railroad siding or stop. 
Sage 21 119 WY E RR PO RA 1888 1900 1973 Shipping point 
Smoot 30 118 WY • SM PO 1887 1901 Cottonwood Creek 
Thayne 34 119 WY • SM PO 1888 1891 Glencoe 
Turnerville 33 118 WY E S PO 1890 1927 1960 
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Appendix A 

TABLE A3: Landscape Analysis Matrix 

Location Analysis 

Place Name TWNRNG State Trail River C eek RR Elev Slope 

Albion 12 25 ID 0 0 1 0 4750 L-M 

Alexander 9 41 ID 1 1 1 1 5733 L-M 

Almo 15 24 ID 1 0 1 0 5400 L-M 

Alpine 3 46 ID 0 1 0 5600 L-M 

Alton 14 45 ID 1 1 1 1 6000 M 

American Falls 7 31 ID 1 1 1 1 4404 L 

Arbon 11 33 ID 0 1 1 0 5246 L-M 

Arimo 10 37 ID 1 0 1 1 4735 L-M 

Bancroft 8 39 ID 0 0 1 1 5423 L-M 

Banida 14 39 ID 0 1 1 1 4721 L 

Battle Creek 15 39 ID 0 1 1 1 — L 

Bench 10 41 ID 0 0 0 5735 L-M 

Bennington 12 44 ID 1 1 1 1 5708 L-M 

Bern 12 43 ID 0 0 1 1 6000 L-M 

Black Pine 15 30 ID 0 0 1 0 - L 

Black Rock Stage Station 7 35 ID 1 1 1 1 - M 

Blackfoot 3 35 ID 1 1 1 4485 L 

Blaser 9 38 ID 1 1 1 1 5148 L-M 

Bloomington 14 43 ID 0 1 0 5985 L-M 

Bonanza Bar - Gold Camp 9 29 ID 1 1 1 0 - L-M 

Border 14 46 ID 1 1 1 1 6100 L-M 

Bridge 15 27 ID 1 1 1 0 4750 L 

Bridgeport 14 39 ID 1 1 1 - L 

Buist 13 33 ID 1 0 1 0 - L-M 

Cambridge 11 37 ID 1 0 1 1 - L-M 

Cantonmeny Loring 4 33 ID 1 1 1 0 — L 

Carribou City 4 44 ID 0 1 0 6900 M 

Cedarhill 13 32 ID 1 0 1 0 — L-M 

Central 9 40 ID 1 0 1 5564 L 

Cherry Creek 15 36 ID 1 1 1 0 4600 L-M 

Chesterfield 6 39 ID 1 1 1 0 5454 L-M 

Chub Springs 5 42 ID 1 0 1 0 - L-M 

City of Rocks 16 23 ID 1 0 1 0 - L-M 

Cleveland 12 40 ID 1 1 0 4930 M 

Clifton 14 38 ID 0 1 1 4893 L-M 

Conant 13 26 ID 1 1 1 0 — L-M 

Connor 13 25 ID 1 0 1 0 4920 L-M 

Cove 10 40 ID 0 1 0 0 — L 

Daniels 12 35 ID 0 0 1 0 5400 L-M 
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Appendix A 

TABLE A3: Landscape Analysis Matrix 

Location Analysis 

Place Name TWNRNG State Trail River Creek RR Elev Slope 

Dayton 15 38 ID 0 0 1 1 4748 L-M 

Decio 10 24 ID 1 1 0 4200 L 

Dempsey, Bob 9 38 ID 1 1 1 1 — L-M 

Dingle 14 44 ID 0 1 1 5956 L 

Dolbeer 8 39 ID 0 0 1 1 — L-M 

Downey 11 37 ID 1 0 1 1 4852 L-M 

Eight Mile 10 43 ID 1 1 1 1 — L-M 

Elba 13 25 ID 1 0 1 0 5000 L-M 

Erncllff 16 25 ID 1 1 1 0 — L 

Fairview 16 39 ID 0 1 1 0 4514 L 

Fish Haven 16 43 ID 0 0 1 0 5932 L-M 

Fort Connor 9 41 ID 1 1 1 1 L-M 

Fort Hall ( Lincoln Creek) 3 36 ID 0 1 1 0 — L-M 

Fort Hall (Post Office) 4 34 ID 1 1 1 1 4458 L 

Fort Hall (Trading Post) 5 33 ID 1 0 1 0 — L 

Franklin 16 40 ID 0 1 1 1 4504 L-M 

Freedom 5 46 ID 0 0 1 0 5783 L-M 

Garner 14 38 ID 0 0 1 1 — L-M 

Geneva 12 46 ID 0 0 1 0 6000 L-M 

Georgetown 11 43 ID 1 1 1 1 6006 L-M 

Gibson 4 35 ID 1 0 1 1 4464 L 

Glendale 15 41 ID 0 0 1 0 5137 M 

Grace 10 40 ID 0 1 0 5533 L 

Gray 4 43 ID 0 0 1 0 6000 L 

Gwenford 15 35 ID 0 0 1 0 — L-M 

Hatch 7 39 ID 1 1 1 0 5500 L 

Hawkins 10 35 ID 1 0 1 0 5200 L-M 

Henry 6 42 ID 0 1 1 0 6161 L-M 

Holbrook 14 33 ID 0 0 1 0 4860 L-M 

Inkom 7 36 ID 1 1 1 1 4548 M 

Juniper 15 30 ID 0 0 1 0 4725 L 

Keenan 3 45 ID 0 0 1 0 — M 

Kelso 15 27 ID 1 1 1 0 — L 

Lago 11 41 ID 0 0 1 0 5095 L-M 

Lanark 13 43 ID 0 0 1 0 5900 L-M 

Landing 11 31 ID 0 0 1 0 — L 

Lanes Gulch 10 28 ID 1 0 1 0 -- L 

Lava Hot Springs 9 38 ID 1 1 1 1 5060 L-M 

Leona 10 27 ID 1 1 0 0 — L 
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Appendix A 

TABLE A3: Landscape Analysis Matrix 

Place Name 

Location Analysis 

TWNRNG State Trail River Creek RR Elev Slope 

Liberty 13 43 ID 0 0 1 0 6000 L-M 

Lindsayville 11 43 ID 1 1 1 1 — L-M 

Lund 9 39 ID 1 0 1 0 5485 L-M 

Malad City 14 36 ID 1 0 1 0 4700 L-M 

Malta 13 26 ID 1 1 1 0 4600 L-M 

Mapleton 15 40 ID 0 1 1 0 4808 L-M 

Marsh Valley 10 37 ID 1 0 1 1 4760 L-M 

McAuley Toll Road 14 45 ID 1 1 1 1 — M 

McCammon 9 36 ID 1 1 1 1 4719 L-M 

Meeks and Gibson Ferry 3 34 ID 1 1 0 1 — L 

Michaud 6 33 ID 1 0 1 1 — L-M 

Mink Creek 14 41 ID 0 0 1 0 — M 

Montiplier 13 44 ID 1 1 1 1 5941 L 

Morristown 9 41 ID 1 1 1 1 — L-M 

Moulton 16 23 ID 1 0 1 0 5900 L-M 

Naf 16 27 ID 1 0 1 0 — L 

Nashville 16 40 ID 0 1 1 1 — L-M 

Neeley 8 30 ID 1 1 1 1 4371 L 

Niter 11 40 ID 0 1 1 0 5405 L-M 

Norton 16 38 ID 0 0 1 1 — L 

Nounan 11 43 ID 1 1 1 1 6000 L-M 

Oneida Salt Works Company 7 46 ID 1 0 1 0 — L-M 

Ovid 13 43 ID 0 0 1 0 5993 L-M 

Owens & Wilsons Trading Post 14 46 ID 1 1 1 1 — L-M 

Oxford 13 38 ID 0 0 1 1 4748 L-M 

Paris 14 43 ID 0 0 1 0 5966 L-M 

Pauline 10 33 ID 0 0 1 0 5146 L-M 

Pebble 8 38 ID 0 1 0 1 — M 

Pegram 15 46 ID 1 1 1 1 6036 M 

Perry 12 41 ID 0 0 1 0 — M 

Pleasantview 14 35 ID 1 1 1 0 — L-M 

Pocatello 6 34 ID 1 1 1 1 4471 L-M 

Port Neuf Station 9 36 ID 1 1 1 1 — L-M 

Portneuf 7 35 ID 1 1 1 1 4490 M 

Portneuf Creek 6 38 ID 1 1 1 0 — L-M 

Preston 15 39 ID 0 1 1 1 4714 L 

Raymond 13 46 ID 0 1 1 0 6300 L-M 

Riverdale 14 39 ID 0 1 1 1 4685 L 

Robin 10 36 ID 1 0 1 0 4800 L-M 
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Appendix A 

TABLE A3: Landscape Analysis Matrix 

Location Analysis 

Place Name TWNRNG State Trail River Creek RR Elev Slope 

Rockland 10 31 ID 0 0 1 0 4671 L 

Ross Fork 4 36 ID 1 0 1 0 — L-M 

Ruddy Station 10 37 ID 1 0 1 1 4735 L-M 

Samaria 15 35 ID 0 0 1 0 4375 L-M 

Sharon 12 43 ID 0 0 1 1 6301 L-M 

Silver Star 15 38 ID 0 0 1 1 — L-M 

Smith's Trading Post 13 44 ID 1 1 1 1 — L 

Soda Springs 9 42 ID 1 1 1 1 5773 L-M 

St Charles 15 43 ID 0 0 1 0 5985 L-M 

St John 14 36 ID 1 0 1 0 — L-M 

Standrod 16 26 ID 1 0 1 0 — L 

Sterrett 8 40 ID 1 0 1 1 — L-M 

Stone 16 32 ID 0 0 1 0 4600 L 

Sublett 13 28 ID 1 0 1 0 5002 L-M 

Swan Lake 13 38 ID 0 0 1 1 4779 L-M 

Talmage 8 40 ID 1 0 1 1 5584 L-M 

Thatcher 12 40 ID 0 1 1 0 4897 M 

Topaz 9 37 ID 1 1 1 1 4929 M 

Trading Post - 3 Mile Creek 12 44 ID 1 1 1 1 — L-M 

Treasureton 13 39 ID 0 0 1 0 5019 L-M 

Turner 10 40 ID 0 1 0 5471 L 

Tyhee 5 34 ID 1 0 1 1 4458 L 

Village 13 25 ID 1 0 1 0 — L-M 

Virginia 11 37 ID 1 0 1 1 4809 L-M 

Ward 15 25 ID 1 1 1 0 — L-M 

Wardboro 13 44 ID 1 1 1 1 5950 L 

Wayan 5 43 ID 1 0 1 0 6438 L-M 

Weston 16 38 ID 0 0 1 1 4605 L 

Whitney 16 40 ID 0 1 1 1 — L-M 

Williamsburg 5 44 ID 0 0 1 0 — L-M 

Winder 14 39 ID 0 1 1 1 -- L 

Woodruff 16 36 ID 1 1 1 0 4400 L-M 

Yale 10 27 ID 1 1 0 0 4350 L 
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TABLE A3: Landscape Analysis Matrix 

Place Name 

iQcation Analysis 
TWNRNG State Trail River Creek RR Elev Slope 

Afton 32 118 WY 0 0 0 6134 L-M 

Alpine 37 119 WY 0 1 0 5600 L-M 

Auburn 32 119 WY 1 1 0 6300 L-M 

Beckwith 22 119 WY 1 1 1 — L-M 

Bedford 34 119 WY 0 1 0 5620 L-M 

Border 26 120 WY 1 1 0 6100 L 

Cokeviile 24 119 WY 1 1 1 — L 

Fairview 31 119 WY 1 0 0 6000 L-M 

Fossil 21 117 WY 0 0 1 7400 L-M 

Freedom 35 119 WY 0 1 0 5556 L 

Grover 32 118 WY 0 0 0 6167 L-M 

Nugget 21 118 WY 0 0 1 - L-M 

Sage 21 119 WY 1 0 1 6332 L-M 

Smoot 30 118 WY 1 1 0 6519 L-M 
Thayne 34 119 WY 0 1 0 5790 L-M 

Turnervilie 33 118 WY 0 0 0 6665 L-M 
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APPENDIX B 
TWELVE TOWN HISTORIES 

Albion, Idaho (Cassia County) 

The settlement is located in the northwestern edge of the study 

area, south of the Snake River, in the northern section of the Albion 

Mountain range, next to Marsh Creek. It is situated within an isolated 

valley which is surrounded by mountains ranging from 5,800 to 9,000 

feet, or roughly 1,000 to 4,000 feet above the valley. Marsh Creek is a 

Snake River tributary, and enters the river west of Declo. The 

crossroads of the Oregon-California trail was roughly 22 miles to the 

northeast. The town was made the county seat when Cassia County was 

formed in 1879, but relinquished the title in 1918 to Burley. Early 

1860's settlers estciblished cattle ranches in Marsh Creek Basin, and 

over time the area supported irrigated agriculture as well as dry-land 

farming. The location contained the essential criteria for a 

settlement: availability of water, grazing land, building materials, and 

access to markets. 

The town was once an important commercial center located on the 

Kelton-Boise Stage Line which connected the town to the transcontinental 

railroad located in Kelton Utah. Location on the stage line was a 

factor in the development of the settlement which started with a general 

store. An 1884 freight directory (Shippers Guide 1884, 123-132) lists a 

Wells Fargo & Company Express office in Albion, and references the town 

as the distribution point for roughly 48 places in the surrounding area. 

The stage line was discontinued after the Oregon Shortline Railroad 

connection across southern Idaho was completed in 1884 (Thomas 1949, 
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203). Traffic through the city was further reduced when the railroad 

completed a branch line to Burley, Declo, and Oakley after the turn of 

the century. 

Arimo, Idaho (Bannock County) 

Originally a railroad construction town that quickly formed during 

the initial Union Pacific's 1878 building activities, it was first named 

Oneida, and was situated in the same general area as the stage station. 

Located in Marsh Valley, the town is surrounded by mountains to the east 

and west which stand 2,000 to 4,000 feet above the valley. First 

settlers arrived in the valley around 1864, and Ruddy Station, a stage 

stop on the Montana Trail, was opened in 1868. During the railroad 

construction period, the town was situated within the Fort Hall Indian 

Reservation. The area was open to settlement in 1889 after an Act of 

Congress approved an 1880 agreement with the Indians. The area supports 

farming aind reinching activities. The town was located in an area 

transversed by the Hudspeth's Cutoff, a primary overland trail route 

opened during the 1849 gold rush. 

During the railroad construction, the town became the major shipping 

point to the Montana Mines, and to the surrounding area. The next 

railhead was established outside the Indian Reservation at Blackfoot, 

roughly 50 miles north, so Oneida was the primary shipping point for 

roughly six months. As the railroad construction operation moved to 

Blackfoot, some business remained to manage the newly formed freighting 

operation to Soda Springs. This continued until the Oregon Short Line 

was completed through Soda Springs in 1882 (Beal 1957, 1, 9). Oneida 
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was relocated one half mile east and given the name Arimo when the 

railroad moved the line to higher ground and converted the rail line 

from narrow to standard gauge.^ 

Although the town was originally a part of a stage line 

transportation network, and later on as a railroad construction point, 

location criteria can still be examined. In general, the location meets 

the overall criteria by being close to a water source, within cua area 

that supports irrigated agriculture as well as ranching, and has access 

to building materials and fuel. Market access is available via the two 

transportation systems, wagon route as well as the railroad. 

Blackfoot, Idaho (Bingham County) 

Blackfoot is located on the Snake River Plan near the junction of 

the Snake and Blackfoot Rivers, and is surrounded by rich agriculture 

land. Corbett Stage Station and a ferry crossing at the Snake River 

were the only established places in the area prior to the railroad. An 

alternative route along the Oregon Trail, Goodale's Cutoff, is situated 

on the north side of the Snake River across from Blackfoot, Once the 

railroad reached the area in December, 1878, the town quickly grew. 

When railroad construction moved northward, the town continued to 

grow given its location. It supported freighting operations to the Wood 

River Mines approximately 150 miles to the northwest, as well as other 

surrounding areas. The 1884 Shippers Guide shows Blackfoot as the 

transfer point from rail to wagons for forty places. One of the towns 

primary selling points to new business was its location on the railroad 

with connecting stage service to Alturas and Lemhi Counties (Bitton 
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1975, 6). Situated in an agricultural area, as farms developed with 

irrigation, Slackfoot became a raajcr commercial center for the area 

(Bitton 1975, 15). Assessing the location criteria, Blackfoot's rating 

is high. It has ready access to water, farmable land, and 

transportation routes. 

Cokeville, Wyoming (Lincoln County) 

The town was located on the Oregon Trail, east of the Idaho/Wyoming 

border in an area called Sublette Flat. It is west of Rock Creek Ridge, 

and east of Boundary Ridge. The north/south oriented valley is roughly 

1,000 to 2,000 feet below the adjacent mountains. It was the primary 

overland route for many years, with the alternates limited to the trail 

through Salt Lake City, and after 1858, Lander's Road. The town name 

originated from early settlers who used to mine coal in the area. 

Ranching became the primary industry due to the valley's good pastures. 

Location criteria supports the settlement with a good water supply, 

grazing areas, availability of building materials and fuel. Poor market 

access was a problem, Evanston was the closest railroad supply point, 

and is roughly 80 miles by road to the south. 

Early history begins in the 1873 when Tilford Kutz opened a trading 

post and ferry service across Smith's Fork known by the same name (Stone 

1924, 245; Writers' Program 1941, 250). Emigrant traffic along the 

Oregon Trail, and the Shoshone and Bannock Indians camping nearby were 

the early customers. Over the next few years a few families moved into 

the area, and in 1878, a Mr. Stoner opened a general store. The Oregon 

Short Line Railroad went through the area in route to Oregon, and the 
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town was moved to its present site. Cokeville became an important 

shipping point for the area ranches. General town development follows 

the model presented by Hudson with the early beginnings as an Inland 

Town, and the subsequent relocation of the General Store to the railroad 

site. 

Franklin, Idaho (Franklin County) 

The town is given the recognition as being the first permanent 

settlement in Idaho, and is situated in Cache Valley, just north of the 

Idaho/Utah border. It is located on the east side of the north/south 

oriented valley defined by the Bear River range to the east and the 

Bannock Range to the west. The settlement was the continuation of the 

Mormon Cache Valley settlements. Pioneers believed they were still in 

Utah Territory when the site by the Cub River was selected. Twelve 

years later it was discovered that the town was actually one mile north 

of the border. Selection of the townsite follows the location criteria 

in regards to water, farmland, grazing land, fuel, and building 

materials. It can be assumed that market access was not a prime 

consideration since this was a continuation of the Mormon settlement 

within Cache Valley. 

First settlers arrived in April, and accomplished many tasks by the 

end of the first year. Continuous housing formed the fort-like 

structure for protection from the Indians, complete with a well. A 

store and a blacksmith were also present (Arrington 1994, 264), and 

approximately fifty families were living at the settlement (Fisher 1938, 

272). The following year. Pack Ferry opened to provide an easier way to 
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cross the Bear River. As the freighting operations to Montana began, 

the ferry location became a stage coach stop, and eventually turned into 

the community known as Bridgeport. 

Completion of the Utah and Northern rail line to Franklin in 1874 

created a new Montana mine shipping point. It would be the boom period 

for Franklin (1874-1878) as freighting companies relocated their 

operations to town from Corinne Utah (Beal 1957, 5). Although the 

distance between Franklin and Montana was shorter, Franklin was unable 

to capture a majority of the freight business.^ The Idaho textile 

industry also had its beginnings in Franklin when in 1878 Edmund Buckley 

started the North Star Woolen Mill. The successful operation marks a 

shift from cottage industry to manufacturing (Bolino 1957, 204). 

Looking at the business and industry development following the railroad, 

it is obvious that Franklin's boom years continued as it served as an 

important supply center for the surrounding Cache Valley towns and 

communities. 

Malad City, Idaho (Oneida County) 

The town is located at the junction of the Bannock Mountain Road 

developed by Howard Stansbury in 1849, and the Montana Trail via 

Portneuf River route. It is situated on the eastern side of the valley 

which sits 2,000 to 4,000 feet lower than the surrounding mountains. 

Surface water in the area is furnished by the Little Malad River, Malad 

River, Deep Creek and Devils Creek. Examining the locational criteria, 

the site furnishes the basic necessities of water, farmland, grazing 

land, and market access. It is important to note that although the town 
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was on the freight road, access to markets were a problem until the 

railroad completed a branch line to the city in 1906.^ 

Malad City settlement began in 1864, and was the second attempt to 

move into the valley known for its excellent pastures. During the 

1850's. Mormons utilized the area to support cattle, and established a 

settlement in 1855. Three years later the settlement was abandoned due 

to grasshoppers destroying crops (Arrington 1994, 278). The 1860's 

settlement prospered with its location along the Montana freighting 

trail. 

Earlier businesses had a transportation orientation given its 

location, and consisted of a stage station and blacksmith shop. In 

1866, the Oneida county seat was transferred from Soda Springs to Malad, 

and business expanded. By the 1870's the townsite was surveyed and 

platted, water was diverted from Marsh Creek for irrigation, a flour 

mill was established, and a drug store and doctors office opened. 

Farming eventually became successful following years of grasshoppers 

destroying crops. Ranching activities were always productive given the 

fine grazing land. 

Malad City was a central trading center in Malad Valley, and 

supported settlements in other areas. It was the trading center for 

settlements established in Rockland Valley in 1879, roughly 50 miles to 

the northwest.^ Influences to town growth and development can be 

directly attributed to the freight traffic along the Montana Trail, 

along with obtaining the county seat in 1866. Both factors contributed 

to its eventually becoming a market center. 
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McCammon, Idaho (Bannock County) 

The railroad town is located on the eastern side cf Marsh Valley, 

just north of the point where the Portneuf River enters the valley from 

the east. It is also where the Union Pacific Railroad connected with 

the Oregon Short Line Railroad via Pocatello, in route to Montana and 

Oregon respectively. The valley floor is approximately 3,000 to 4,000 

feet below adjacent Bannock and Portneuf mountain ranges. Hudspeth's 

Cutoff, an alternate route on the Oregon Trail, passed through Marsh 

Valley by Arimo, six miles to the south. Available resources in the 

area are sufficient to support a settlement, and meets the general 

locational criteria. 

The town was established by the railroad in 1881 when the Oregon 

Short Line joined the Union Pacific in the valley. Early beginnings can 

be traced back to the Montana Trail when William Murphy established a 

toll bridge across Marsh Creek in 1864, and created the toll road north 

through the valley to the Snake River Plains. He formed the Oneida 

Wagon Road Company in 1868, and was killed the same year in Malad City. 

Henry Harkness was hired to operate the business after Murphy's death, 

and eventually married the widow.^ During the 1870's, Harkness open a 

post office called Portneuf, and both the post office and the toll road 

ended with the completion of the railroad through Blackfoot in 1878. 

The initial settlement, called Harkness, was formed after the Union 

Pacific Railroad went through the valley, and was located within the 

boundaries of the Fort Hall Indian Reservation. A general store was 

established, and later on relocated to McCammon when the Oregon Short 

Line entered the area from the east. It is assumed that the town grew 
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from the railroad freight being collected and distributed at that point. 

The town site was initially selected as a maintenance center for the 

railroad, but negotiations on the sale of the land with Harkness were 

unsuccessful, and the maintenemce center was moved to Pocatello.^ 

Montpelier, Idaho (Bear Lake County) 

The town is located on the east side of the Bear River at a point 

where Bear Lake Valley is roughly five miles wide. The valley is 1,500 

to 2,500 feet below the two mountainous borders, the Bear River 

Mountains to the west and the Preuss Range on the east. The area was a 

major alignment along the Oregon Trail, and the valley was mentioned by 

a number of overlanders as feasible farm land. A review of the 

locational criteria for the site shows positive results considering the 

availability of water, farraable lands, and good pastures. Market access 

was a problem that would not be overcome until the completion of the 

railroad through the valley in 1882. 

The Mormon settlement was established in 1864 as part of an 

organized movement to claim the valley following the 1863 Battle of Bear 

River.^ It was located on the Oregon Trail, and overlanders passing 

through the town in 1865 commented on the availability of fresh 

vegetables and dairy products (Wilde 1977, 32-33). That year a ferry 

was established across the Bear River to connect the settlement with 

Paris and other settlements along the west side of Bear Lake. The 

introduction of the railroad to Montpelier promoted growth as it was 

made a division point. Over time the town also became a major shipping 

center that connected the valley to distant markets. Freighting to the 
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surrounding areas, especially Star Valley, became big business, and 

supported numerous shops. "As many as 43 wagons left Montpelier in a 

single day heading for Star Valley" (Wilde 1977, 35). The shippers 

guide listed the tovm as the distribution point for four locations. 

One of the early businesses established in the tovm, E.L. Burgoyne & 

Sons, profited from the overland trade.® Establishment of the store 

indicates some form of freighting activities were in place prior and 

following the completion of the transcontinental railroad. It also 

suggests that the location of the town on the Oregon Trail may have been 

more than a coincidence. It is reasonable to assume that if one was to 

locate a settlement in a valley crossed by an major transportation 

route, that one would locate either along the route to take advantage of 

the established road, or would locate the settlement as far away from 

the road as possible to create an isolated community. Given the history 

of the Mormons trading with overlanders, it could be implied that the 

settlement location on the trail was more than coincidence. There are 

other reasons to locate next to the road, such as claiming ownership of 

the surrounding land, which was a factor. If the general direction was 

to settle in isolated areas, there were other locations within the 

valley away from the trail where the settlement could have been 

established. 

Oxford, Idaho (Franklin County) 

The town is located in the northern section of Cache Valley, 

adjacent to the Bannock Mountain Range which establishes the valley's 

western edge. The valley is roughly 3,800 feet lower than the adjacent 
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mountain range. Water was available from the mountains along with wood 

for fuel and building materials. Moruion explorations of the area in 

1864 located the site which met many of the locational criteria: water, 

farmable land, meadows for grazing, and an accessible fuel supply. 

Oxford was viewed as an excellent settlement location, and the first 

settlers moved into the area during the fall of 1864 (Trail Blazer 1976, 

146). 

Indian troubles caused the temporary abandonment of the settlement 

in late 1865-66, but activities were resumed the following year. In 

1878, Oxford Station was established nearby, and the town became a 

temporary railroad construction headquarters. Business in town 

continued after the railroad construction crews moved to the next 

location, Oneida. Carriage service between the town and the station was 

established. Available history of the town presents a picture of a 

growing community with ten to twelve businesses, and three churches. 

The town started to decline as Preston and Pocatello grew in the 1880's, 

and eventually evolved into a ghost town (Trail Blazer 1930, 151). 

Paris, Idaho (Bear Lake County) 

Paris is situated on the eastern edge of the Bear River Range or 

western edge of Bear Valley, roughly nine miles southwest of Montpelier. 

The highest point of the mountain range is Paris Peak, 9,570 feet 

elevation, sits 3,500 feet above the valley floor. The area east of the 

town is relatively level as it borders upon the swamp area north of Bear 

Lake. Topography on the western side is steeper as it approaches the 
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mountain area. The town is located next to Paris Creek whose headwaters 

are located in the mountain range. 

This was the first Mormon settlement in Bear Valley, and was settled 

in September, 1863. It was part of the initial plan to acquire Bear 

Valley for Mormon settlement, and became the Mormon spiritual center of 

the Bear Valley communities. Given its high elevation (6,000 feet), 

agriculture was difficult, only made worst by grasshoppers which 

destroyed crops. 

The town was well known for its operating co-operatives which 

provided settlers with locally manufactured goods, and other products. 

Beginning in 1869 as a retail establishment, the enterprise slowly 

developed only to close by 1873. The following year it emerged again as 

women formed a co-op trading dairy products. Its success led to a nine 

year growth period, and incorporated most non-agriculture producing 

businesses including: general store, tannery, dairy, lumber mill, 

cabinet shop, and a tailor shop (May 1975, 25-26). 

Co-operatives were initiated as part of the Mormon effort to develop 

a self-sufficient community within the Great Basin, and to discourage 

Mormon trade with gentiles. With the advancement of the railroad 

through the valley, the co-operatives entered a period of decline 

beginning in 1883. After 1886, only the general stores were still 

opened, and remained in business until sometime after 1896 (May 1975, 

30). The success of the co-operatives manufacturing and merchandising 

system can be attributed to strong community cooperation directed by 

church leaders. This characteristic, community commitment, was one of 

the primary forces behind the successful development of Bear Valley and 
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other Mormon settlements in Idaho and Wyoming. It enabled the settlers 

to work together to develop farm land, construct irrigation canals, and 

over time build a prosperous agriculture community in a period filled 

with individualistic endeavors. 

Pocatello, Idaho (Bannock County) 

The transportation center is situated in the area where the Portneuf 

Canyon opens upon the Snake River Plain. It is positioned east of the 

Pocatello Mountain Range, north of Wild Horse Mountain, and with an 

elevation of 4,470, sits 2,700 feet below the surrounding mountains. 

The site was once part of the Lake Bonneville outlet which ran through 

Marsh Valley and Portneuf Canyon. The area was first the site of a 

stage station which supported traffic along the Montana Trail, and later 

became a large railroad center. 

Pocatello was established at the junction of two railroad lines, 

the Utah and Northern and the Oregon Short Line. The Utah and Northern 

created a depot and section house in 1878 at a site located within the 

Fort Hall Indian Reservation. These activities were situated in the 

railroad's 200 foot right-of-way per the agreement with the Indians. 

Introduction of the Oregon Short Line through Idaho created the need for 

a division point in the area, and the Pocatello location was selected 

after the preferred site, McCammon, was considered unobtainable. The 

railroad purchased 40 acres of land from the Indians for the rail 

center, and by the end of 1882, a small freight operation was 

constructed. The 1880's was the period where the town grew into an 

important freighting hub. The town continued to grow after the Utah and 
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Northern Railroad relocated its division point from Eagle Rock to 

Pocateilo in 1887. Its primary existence was related to the railroad, 

and the transfer of freight through Idaho. 

Surrounded by Indian Reservation land, Pocateilo was essentially a 

land locked community, and required additional land to support the 

growing population. In 1889, land was obtained from the Indians to 

support the existing population as well as new business. By 1893, 

surrounding Indian Reservation land was viewed as opportunities to white 

settlers, and the movement to acquire more Indian land was initiated. 

Indians sold the southeastern portion of the reservation to the Federal 

Government in 1900, and the area was opened for settlement following the 

official land survey. The 1902 land rush was a major event, and 

released over 400,000 acres for white settlement. 

Soda Springs, Idaho (Caribou County) 

The effervescent water found in the Soda Springs area was a novelty 

as well as an Oregon Trail landmark the overlanders looked forward to 

visiting. Fur trappers called the place Beer Springs for the water 

reminded them of the taste. The town is located in a valley area at the 

northern end of the Bear River Mountain Range, roughly six miles east of 

Soda Point (Sheep Rock). The eastern edge of the valley is defined by 

the Aspen Range which rises 1,600 feet above the valley floor. The site 

is also the location where the Bear River turns westward ending its 

northern course in route to the Great Salt Lake. 

In 1863 a military post. Camp Connor (Fort Connor), was established 

at Soda Springs to protect the emigrant road, and a Morrisite 
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settlement' was formed. The following year a post office was 

established, and the town was made the county seat of the newly formed 

Oneida County in Idaho Territory. The county seat was transferred two 

years later to Malad City, and Camp Connor was abandon few years later 

in 1866. A Mormon settlement was established in 1870, and the town 

began to grow due to the perceived medicinal qualities of the springs, 

along with the development of mining and the lumber industries. There 

are also references to the town being associated with wagon freighting 

operations. 

The area was a crossroads for a number of trails beginning with the 

early fur trappers and extending into the Montana gold rush. A few 

miles west of Soda Springs, the Oregon Trail turned northward to Fort 

Hall while Hudspeth's Cutoff (opened in 1849) proceeded in a westward 

direction towards the City of Rocks. During the Montana gold rush, 

overlanders had a choice to travel along the established Oregon Trail to 

old Fort Hall, or to take another route north from Soda Springs. The 

latter route opened in 1864 and was referred to as the Soda Springs and 

the Virginia City Road (Merrill 1988, 184). Soda Springs became a 

railroad town in 1882 after the Oregon Short Line completed the segment 

through Bear Valley. 

The primary feature during the overland migration period was the 

effervescent water and geysers (Steamboat Springs).^" "The springs 

were mentioned in almost every diary kept by emigrants who passed this 

way" (Frcuizwa 1972, 295). There were probably a number of reasons for 

locating the town in the area, including the unique water from the 

springs, military post formed to protect emigrants, and the trail. 
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Endnotes 

1. An accurate history of the rail line relocation and alteration was 
not located. General descriptions of other places along with Post 
Office records suggest that the rail line was relocated in 1881 or 
1882, and the railroad town of Arimo was formed. Other comments 
suggest that Arimo was established in the late 1880's, cind the 
remaining Oneida buildings were eventually moved to the new site. A 
review of postal history data shows that both Oneida and Arimo 
supported post offices for two years, between 1912 and 1914. This 
suggests that the complete relocation of the town to the railroad 

occurred sometime around 1914. 

2. Madsen provides an explanation why freighters continued to use 
Corinne as a freighting center. Franklin's freight depot was 
located in an alkali flat, and when it rained, the area became 
almost impossible to cross (Madsen and Madsen 1980, 224). 
Additional problems noted were associated with freight agents 
demands on freighters which resulted in lower profits. Corinne was 
able to maintain a majority of the business until 1878 when 
Blackfoot became the new shipping point. 

3. The closest railroad line was Corinne Utah, 40 miles to the south. 
After the completion of the Union Pacific Railroad, traffic along 
the Montana trail ended, and the railroad point shifted to 
Collingston, roughly 35 miles from Malad City. 

4. The Rockland Centennial Book Committee published the history of 
Rockland Valley in 1980. In the description of the first settlers, 
the relationship between Rockland Valley and Malad City was 
provided. "Because political ties were with Malad, that city became 
the trading center for all of Rockland Valley and for many years the 
descendants of the early settlers maintained banking connections 
there" (1980, 6). 

5. For a complete history of the events describing the development of 
the toll road and Murphy's death, see Madsen's book North to 
Montana J (1980), and Gittins book, Idaho's Gold Road (1976). 

6. There are two stories discussing the land sale. The common version 
states that Harkness was holding out for more money. The other 
story explains that a purchase price agreement was reached, but 
Harkness delayed the sale. It seems that William Murphy never 
established title for the land, thus Harkness could not prove 
ownership. While attempting to obtain the title, the railroad grew 
impatient and moved the location to Pocatello (Bolino 1957, 179). 

7. Brigham Young ordered the move into what was known to be Idaho 
Territory to take ownership of the valley (Arrington 1994, 271). He 
knew the potential in the valley from 1862 explorations of the area. 
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and from correspondences with Peg-Leg Smith (Wilde 1977, 63) who 
operated a trading post in the area from 1842 to 1857. It suggests 
that Mormon settlement of southern Idaho was not just a reaction 
from the Indian massacre, but a planned event that would have 
occurred given the growing population within Utah Territory. 

a. Information on the store was obtained at the Montpelier Trails and 
Trains Museum, and from cui meeting with Pat Wilde, August 27, 1993. 
It was suggested that the trade with the overlanders was very 

profitable for the settlers. 

9. A group of dissident Mormons. 

10. Franont provides a good description of the area during his 1843-44 
explorations. "In the vicinity round about were numerous springs of 
an entirely different and equally marked mineral character" (Fremont 
1845, 136). Steamboat Springs is described as "a white column of 
scattered water is thrown up...to a variable height of about three 
feet...It is accompanied by a subterranean noise, which, together 
with the motion of the water, makes very much the impression of a 
steamboat in motion" (Fremont 1845, 136). 
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