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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this research was to determine whether Native American and Hispanic 

women can preserve cultiiral identity in interracial marriages. Four women participated 

in this research: A Native American woman married to an Anglo; two Hispanic women 

married to Anglos; and a woman of Hispanic and Native American ancestry married to a 

Native American. Each participant provided information regarding the level of 

knowledge of family history, ancestry, language, traditions and practices. Primary 

research found social identity was another indicator, as the social setting in an 

environment affects stability and permanence of a cultural identity. The findings indicate 

preservation of cultural identity in future generations from interracial marriages depends 

upon a community that can articulate and pass on a level of knowledge of family history, 

ancestry, language, traditions and practices. Such a conununity will consist of one or 

both parents, family members, members of the community, and the children themselves. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

There was never a doubt as to what factors would become the essence of my thesis 

project. I knew that it would be based on a foundation that consisted of knowledge and 

understanding of culture and cultural identity and that the focus of my research would 

involve speaking with women regarding these matters. The sense of self, for me, is 

deeply rooted in my upbringing, in the stories I heard from my maternal grandmother and 

mother. These stories described their lives in the border town of Nogales, Arizona, and 

how my grandmother's journey from Durango, Mexico, to this little border town has 

rooted four generations within and outside "la linea" or the line that divides two very 

different worlds. In "Songs My Mother Sang to Me," author, Patricia Preciado Martin, 

used oral histories of women who lived in and around Tucson in the early 1900s. 

Reading their stories gave me a sense of camaraderie and unity. It has taken me most of 

my lifetime to truly understand my cultural identity as a Mestiza. Professor and poet, 

Gloria Anzaldua, provides a passionate definition of the modem mestiza's identity and 

one that has great meaning for me: 

The new mestiza copes by developing a tolerance for contradictions, a 
Tolerance for ambiguity. She learas to be an Indian in Mexican culture, to 
be Mexican from an Anglo point of view. She learns to juggle cultures. She 
has a plural personality, she operates in a pluralistic mode—nothing is thrust 
out, the good the bad and the ugly, nothing rejected, nothing abandoned. Not 
only does she sustain contradictions, she turns ambivalence into something 
else. (101). 

I soon found that to "juggle cultures" meant not only the identities given to me by my 

parents and ancestors, but that the juggling would also include the identity imposed upon 

me by the world I inhabited; a world of co-existence with others not of the same blood. 
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experiences or beliefs; a world that supported the economic existence of my well-being, 

the stimulator of personal cause and effect, and the denominator for my lifestyle; that 

which is known to be a social identity. 

The integral topic of my thesis project would not present itself until much later. This 

final piece presented itself after I took a summer class in 1999. It was a course in 

American Indian Studies and its subject matter dealt primarily with female Native 

American identity, wherein its definition was based on historical ethnographies, film, and 

contemporary definitions and impressions. For the first time, I found myself to be the 

minority in a class that consisted primarily of Native American students. It was a 

combination of undergraduate and graduate candidates, young men and women, who 

were in several different types of relationships, interracial or similar cultural-ethnic 

backgrounds. Some were married, many were single, either living with family or on their 

own. Others were single parents living with family or attempting to live on their own. 

Many were raising full-blood or mixed blood children. Our Native American teacher 

brought in many speakers who also had similar backgrounds and relationships. It was the 

kind of class where another ethnicity, such as myself, was able to discover and learn 

about herself as a Mestiza, a person of mixed bloods; Hispanic, Austrian and Indigenous, 

but more importantly, about people, whose lives were represented in books and articles, 

films and photographs, myths and folklore, in romantic or brutish manner, as curiosities 

or cast-offs; as objects of study or of scorn, and rarely considered civil or intellectual. By 

the end of the class, I found that I wanted to further understand the concept of cultural 

identity as seen fit)m a woman's point of view. But not just any woman. It had to be a 
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woman, or women, such as myself^ who could place herself within her cultural identity 

and could relate to many of the same issues and experiences that were familiar to me. 

However, unlike myself, the women I considered would be in interracial marriages, 

women whose experiences and histories were similar to mine, but different because of 

their interracial marriages; something I had not encountered and, therefore, could not 

draw upon from personal experience or prior knowledge. 

I realize that 1 tread on very sensitive ground here, in terms of the experience-based 

intellectualism or identity politics, that Elizabeth Cook-Lynn talks about in "American 

Indian Intellectualism and the New Indian Story:" 

Even as we speak, though, there is the idea that to talk about something, 
you have to have had special experience. [...] 

Whatever else may be said about experience-based intellectualism, 
there seems to be no real understanding of the idea as it concerns the 
content of art and scholarship, and some have dismissed it as a "damned 
if you do, damned if you don't" issue. (115). 

Taking Professor Cook-Lynn's statements into consideration, another integral reason 

for choosing women in interracial marriages for this research, was a key component 

based on the premise of each woman's own cultural identity, and how hey saw 

themselves within their cultural identity. I refer, again, to Gloria Anzaldua, who sought a 

similar endeavor when she wrote about discovering the new mestizas: 

I seek our woman's face, our true features, the positive and the negative 
seen clearly, free of the tainted biases of male dominance. I seek new images 
of identity, new beliefs about ourselves, our hiunanity and worth no longer in 
question. (109). 

Therefore, the main purpose of this thesis project is to explore whether Native 

American and Hispanic women are able to preserve and maintain their cultural identity in 
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an interracial marriage. After I began searching through the existing information 

regarding interracial marriages, I discovered there was very little academic research 

written on the matter of interracial marriages regarding Native American and Hispanic 

women. As a result, I was encouraged to press forward with my research to determine 

whether my findings would find support (or not) within the established research. 

Understanding the Concepts of Identity 

In order to address the topic of cultural preservation in an interracial marriage for the 

purpose of this graduate thesis, an introduction of concepts of cultural identity, social 

identity, Native American identity, and Hispanic identity must be established. Because 

there is no handy, universal guideline that clearly states a unique and uniform term for 

their definition. Therefore, we must turn to existing, separate definitions that answer 

specific questions to validate a person's claim to one, most or all four. Will their 

definitions be based on family history and language? Birthplace? Physical traits? Or are 

they based on government records? What about bloodline? Does marrying a Native 

American make a non-native automatically a Native American? Is the same true for an 

Hispanic person? What about their offspring? How are children of mixed blood 

identified and who makes such identity valid? Again, in order to answer the above-

presented questions, we must look to the established definitions provided by the 

academic, legal and social communities. For example, in seeking Native American or 

American Indian identity, and foregoing the deplorable European pre-colonial term of 

"cultureless animals" or the New World term of "Noble Savages," consider Professor 
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Vine Deloria, Jr.'s statement regarding the very real plight of American Indian identity in 

modem society: 

To be an Indian in modem American society is in a very real sense to be unreal 
and ahistorical. (2). 

The question, "Who is an Indian?" has been addressed countless times, by historians, 

anthropologists, and the courts, to mention some of the more notable sources. In "Indian 

Peoples and the Natural World," Professor of History, Richard White, wrote a paper to 

outline a series of questions to obtain substantial findings and methods regarding Native 

American environments and he took a cautious regard for previously produced materials 

in the area. For example, regarding the term, "Indian", he stated that: 

It is a good example of this conversation between methods and findings. 
Much of the older literature proceeded on the supposition that there was a rather 
unproblematic racial identity and common outlook attached to the word Indian. 
The very concept Indian went uninterrogated, and this approach has by now 
been so roundly attached that I will not proceed to recount the arguments here. (89). 

In "American Indian Ethnic Renewal," Joane Nagel, Professor of Sociology, chose to 

use terms, such as "American Indian, "Indian," "Native American" and "native" 

interchangeably to "refer to the descendants of the aboriginal inhabitants of North 

America." (3). 

Professor White added that: 

Indians are a people of history and that their beliefs can be discovered and 
understood through historical research. However, the most candid definition that 
answers the question Native American identity is one of a judicial nature. (89). 

Therefore, I sought the legal definition of "Indian" and found the following by His 

Honor, William C. Candy, Jr. Professor of Law: 
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'Indian" is another term the meaning of which varies according to the 
purpose for which the definition is sought In the most general terms, a 
person must meet two requirements to be an bidian: he or she must 
(1) have some Indian blood, and (2) be regarded as an Indian by his or her 
community. [...] 

To have Indian blood is to have had ancestors living in America 
before the Europeans arrived, but this fact is obviously never provable as 
such. It is enough that a parent, grandparent, or great-grandparent was clearly 
identified as an Indian. Because the general requirement is only of 'some' 
blood, a person may be classified as an Indian despite a very low quantum of 
Indian blood, such as a one-sixteenth. Particular statutes, however, may set 
higher blood requirements. (7-8). 

In terms of Hispanic identity, we must first address the term, "Hispanic" in its 

contemporary form. It has been a term used by the United States government to 

homogenize people from diverse country origins. For example, people of Mexican, 

Cuban, Columbian, Puerto Rican, and Dominican Republican ancestry are all lumped 

together under the United States definition of "Hispanic". However, not everyone may 

want to be identified as "Hispanic" and may choose the term "Latino" instead or take the 

country of their origin and add "American" at the end. In "What's In a Name?", author 

Himilce Nova explains preferences in the following statement: 

Many Hispanics consider the word 'Hispanic" merely a bureaucratic 
government Census term, and call themselves "Latinos" or else use the terms 
"Mexican-American", "Dominican-American," and so on. Many Latinos, 
particularly writers and artists, strongly object to "Hispanic" and prefer to be 
called "Latinos" or "Latinas" (depending on gender). (3). 

However, the author also presented a more legal definition of "Hispanic" in the 

following: 

Hispanics are defined as residents of the United States who belong to 
Spanish-speaking ethnic groups. Most are U.S.citizens, but others are legal 
resident aliens with green car^. Still others are undocumented—mostly 
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woricers who entered the country illegally in search of a better life for 
themselves and their families. (4-5). 

In their paper, "Identity, Conflict, and Evolving Latino Communities; Cultural 

Citizenship in San Jose, California," Professors Renato Rosaldo and William V. Flores 

explain that Latino identity; 

Is, in part, shaped by discrimination and by collective efforts to achieve 
Social gains and recognition for Latinos and their culture. [... ] 

Latinos range from native bom (some from families resident in the present 
territorial United States since the sixteenth century) through U.S. citizens bom 
in their homeland (Chicanos and Puerto Ricans), and naturalized citizens, to 
recent immigrations who may be either legal or undocumented. (58-9). 

Still others identity with the term, "Chicano" or "Chicana." It was originally used to 

refer to unskilled workers bom in Mexico and has also been used by Mexicans and 

Mexican-Americans who have been active in the political movement, while others choose 

the term as a "symbol of pride and solidarity with la raza" (Novas, 55). 

Despite their differences on the usage of either term, both Hispanics, Latinos and 

Chicanos have shown solidarity by standing together under the "Hispanic" banner to 

influence and procure legislation for the development of their people. 

There is also the matter of determining whether social identity affects a person's 

knowledge and understanding of family history, ancestry, language, traditions and 

practices, and whether interracial marriages have affected the preservation of said 

traditions and practices. Therefore, to determine whether the above is possible, there are 

questions that arise, such as; What is a "cultural identity?" What is a "social identity?" 

Is there a difference? Does someone have more of a cultural identity and less of a social 

identity or vice-versa? Would someone have a cultural identity, but no social identity or 
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vice-versa? Does every individual have a cultural identity and/or a social identity? To 

obtain answers to the above questions, there must be an understanding, an impression, or 

a definition of what is cultural identity and what is social identity, and, more importantly, 

the definition of identity itself. Anthropologist Thomas K. Fitzgerald addresses the term 

'Identity" in the following: 

Identity is multi-functional and multi-dimensional. Furthermore social 
worlds differ considerably in the sense of identity felt by their participants. [...] 

If we assume that people organize and direct their behavior through 
subjectively defined identifications, we may, in seeking to understand their 
behavior, distinguish between social and cultural identities. (2). 

In defining social identity. Dr. Fitzgerald states that: 

Social identity has been defined as the general process by which an 
individual learns certain roles expected of him in specific social situations, 
in fact, equates social identities with the rights and duties associated with 
social positions. Identity in this sense helps to establish what and where a 
person is in social terms in any given situation. Hence, social identities vary 
to suit the social setting. (3). 

To answer the question whether there is a difference between social and cultural 

identity. Dr. Fitzgerald explained that: 

Social and cultural identity are closely related but by no means identical 
processes. As we have indicated, social identities are situational, the 
individual shifting his behavior with each adaptation to new situation 
demands. Social identities, therefore, facilitate identity change; they open 
the individual to experiences that produce new identities, new social stances. 
Thus social identities may be said to imply change. (3). 

Regarding cultural identity. Dr. Fitzgerald further stated: 

Cultural identity, on the other hand, implies stability. Immediate 
situational interests are subordinated to more general goals that override the 
social situation. Cultural identity transcends situational adjustments and in 
doing so gives common meaning, stability, and predictability to the 
individual's behavior (Becker 1960). (3). 
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Therefore, how exclusive is a person's understanding of identity? Is it enough for an 

individual to declare an Hispanic or Native American identity or does a person require a 

set amount of knowledge about family history, ancestry, and traditions in order to be 

recognized as Hispanic or Native American? Professor of Philosophy Michael K. Green 

provides the following observation; 

The notion of identity, then, has both an external and an internal 
component so that the question of identity unfolds on two levels. On the 
external level of institutions and actions, individuals have the same cultural 
identity when they share the same culture. [...] 

Through education certain values and traditions, which constitute a certain 
way of life, are passed from generation to generation. As the distinction 
between populations people, and nations indicate, the fullest sense of identity, 
though, requires consciousness of identity. On the level of consciousness, 
individuals share an identity when they self-consciously recognize themselves 
as sharing the same culture. (4). 

If a person, therefore, is conscious of a recognized identity, what factors make it so? 

Some people may know a lot about their cultural identity, while others may know very 

little. Is the latter's recognized identity less substantial than that of the former? Does the 

reason lie in that the former chose to know more about cultural identity and that the latter 

did not? In "Cultural Totemism: Ethnic Identity Primitive and Modem," Dr. Theodore 

Schwartz stated that: 

[...] identity is always problematic and consequently dynamic, not only 
in modem, rapidly changing societies, but in primitive societies as well. It 
becomes problematic in new ways under culture contact, domination, and 
acculturation, but it is not created anew. Much of culture and personality 
is adaptive to the problem of identity, which is never completely resolved 
in a given culture or personality. The individual or group seems always to 
confront the question of their identity—of what that identity implies and 
of what they must do to validate their own and others' sense of that identity. 
(128). 
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In "Beyond Ethnic Identity: Resisting Exclusionary Identification," Dr. Rachel AJ3. 

Bloul cited J. Friedman, in his 1993 thesis. Order and Disorder in Global Systems: a 

Sketch, and how Friedman showed: 

[...] how 'a degree of reflexive knowledge of one's culture and a will to 
see and use one's own culture as a right are necessary conditions for 
ethnogenesis. Both imply a consciousness of one's (collective) difference and 
a degree of distanciation from one's original culture. (10). 

By doing so, a person, Friedman found: 

[...] creates a paradox for the ethnic claims and slogans are mainly 
formulated by people who seem to have markedly moved away from their 
culture of origin, which they want to 'keep'. (151). 

Dr. Bloul also added: 

Tradition then becomes the 'object of a choice', a choice which implies 
a degree of assertion against a dominant culture. Choices, of course, and the 
need for assertion, depend on the perception of prejudices against one's 
group, the perception of disadvantages vis a vis some external group(s) 
and dso depend on an assessment of one's grounds for action. (11). 

Therefore, if we consider. Dr. Bloul's use of "one's group," could it also refer to a 

"peoplehood?" Dr. Tom Holm explained that: 

'Peoplehood' is a community of human beings that possess a distinct 
language, a particular territory, a specific ceremonial cycle and a sacred 
history that essentially explains how they came into existence, how they 
should behave in relation to their environment, when and how they 
perform ceremonies, and how they are related to each other within the 
community. (43). 

It is this student's hope that an undentanding, impression, or definition of Native 

American, Hispanic, cultural and social identity has been established because they are the 

foundation for the body of this project. 
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n. LITERATURE REVIEW 

This student discovered that literature regarding interracial marriages for Native 

American and Hispanic populations is limited, although there are substantial studies 

between black and white intermarriages, with said marriages being traced back to the 

1960s. However, the importance of studying interracial marriages was emphasized by 

Professor Delores Aldridge: 

Social scientists have maintained the study of intermarriage may provide 
a precise, quantitative measurement of crucial and related questions such 
as the process of assimilation, the degree of internal cohesion in individual 
racial, religious and ethnic groups, and the extent of social distance between 
groups of these types. (249). 

Because this thesis project identifies Native American and Hispanic women in 

interracial marriages, the search for published work pertaining to marriages identifying 

these two ethnicities was the primary objective. In this case, the amount of studies found 

specifically identifying these two groups was scant, but what was located was indeed 

enlightening. For example, in "American Indian Intermarriage," Sociologists Gary D. 

Sandefur and Trudy McKinnell did an analysis of intermarriage patterns to determine 

whether there were more intermarriages between Indians and whites or blacks and 

whites. Using the 1980 Census, they identified factors associated with intermarriage, 

group determinants of intermarriage and individual determinants of intermarriage. They 

established three hypotheses that studied endogamy versus exogamy, the extent of 

endogamy and endogamy variations across the racial groups, and based on those levels, 

would the level of intermarriages differ between the groups. 



20 

The study concluded that blacks were more likely to marry black than whites are to 

marry whites and that Indian were the least racially endogamous. Sandefur and 

McKinnell noted that valuable contributing factors for an interracial marriage were the 

level of education and generation: 

£...] education is related to greater tolerance of other racial groups and 
perceptions of smaller social distance between an individual and members of 
other racial groups. From this research, one would expect the occurrence of 
intermarriage to increase with the education of individuals, regardless of their 
race. Others suggest that colleges provide one of the few settings in our still 
highly segregated society in which individuals from different racial groups come 
into contact as equals, and thus we should expect the level of intermarriage to be 
highest among the college educated. 

[...] research indicates that generation is an important factor in determining the 
likelihood of intermarriage. The more extensive a minority group member's 
ancestry in this country, the more likely an individual is to intermarry. (351-352). 

Another study focused on the impact of interracial marriages within the American 

Indian population and its consequences regarding American Indian identification for 

children of such unions. 

In "The enduring and vanishing American Indian: American Indian population 

growth and intermarriage in 1990," Karl Eschbach used Census information, primarily 

the 1990 Census to identify Indian population of that year. He developed an empirical 

model of the intergenerational transmission of identity to identify American Indian 

identity of minor children in two-parent families with at least one Indian parent. As in the 

study done by Sandefur and McKinnell, the issue of endogamous and exogamous in these 

marriages was a principal factor. The results were divided into groups: The first group 

showed the percentage of non-Indians among the spouse of married Indian men and 

women, by age-group cohorts and region. The data showed that there were higher 
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intermarriage proportions for younger cohorts than for older and there was a relatively 

sharp rise in intermarriage among the youngest cohorts in Arizona and New Mexico. The 

second group showed the rate of assigimient of Indian race to children of Indian and non-

Indian couples in different regions. The results showed that the density of the Indian 

population play a determinant role in whether a children of an interracial marriage would 

be identified as American Indian. It was also interesting to note that this study identified 

six regions with high rates of intermarriage; the Northeast, Northwest, South, California, 

Prairie and Midwest. 

A third study entitled, "Blood Quantimi and Ethnic Intermarriage in the Boas Data 

Set," John H. Moore and Janis E. Campbell set up a general hypothesis to test the Boas 

data. The authors stated the Boas data "should be tested only with great caution and after 

correcting for historical factors if possible." The authors concluded that they had grave 

misgivings regarding the significance of their results due to the biases in the Boas data set 

which they felt was pervasive. 

In his paper, "Multicultural Marriage in Tucson, 1856-1900: Opportunism or 

Amour?" James E. Turner explains bicultural marriages in the Southwest provided white 

males with social and economical opportunities in the Southwest region; 

The number of bicultural marriages in the Southwest indicates the open attitude 
Hispanics held toward other cultures. Unlike rigid New England society, Anglo 
males had a great deal of opportunity to interact with young ladies of all social 
strata through frequent fand^gos and fiestas. "By invitation only" was rarely 
heard, rather "come one, come all," was the order of the day. In addition, the 
distance away from their dominant culture allowed for a breakdown of cultural 
taboos among Yankee men. (4-5). 
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Turner's research of multicultural marriages in the Tucson of the mid ISSOs to 1900 

showed they promoted goodwill between different cultures as they "tended to ease 

cultural tensions and differences, causing increased assimilation between the partners and 

their families." (7). 

In "Constructing Cultural Citizenship," William V. Flores and Rina Benmayor 

present the question of assimilation, as was addressed by Renato Rosaldo, in his essay, 

"Assimilation Revisited." Rosaldo is critical of the assumptions of many social scientists 

'Vho have assumed that Latinos necessarily assimilate as a consequence of 

intermarriage." (11). Further, these social scientists claim that this is a consequence of 

intermarriage or "biologism," a term used by Rosaldo, and that "Anglo society 

necessarily absorbs intermarried Latinos and their offspring." Rosaldo negated such a 

claim, by stating that: 

Assimilation is in the opposite direction. That is, the non-Latino spouse (who may 
or may not be Anglo) and the children resulting from such marriages often identify 
as Latinos, even when they do not speak Spanish. (11). 

Professor Joane Nagel's research of American Indian populations indicates that, in 

the past few decades, research has emerged indicating that certain experiences, such as 

educational settings, as in boarding school attendance and higher education, as well as 

living off the reservation, has promoted behavior within Indian populations to cause: 

... increased English language usage, decreased use of Indian languages, 
continued widespread intermarriage with non-Indians, increased urbanization, 
and rising levels of Indian education and income. (114). 

Herein is a viable body of woric this student found relating to the issues of Native 

American and Hispanic interracial marriages. 
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in. METHODS 

Primary research for this thesis project consisted of interviewing four women from 

southwest Arizona and southern California, who are either of Native American or 

Hispanic ancestry, and are married to partners who are not of the women's ethnicity or 

cultural background. 

Developing And Initiating Analysis 

This student created a list of questions to collect answers and insights from female 

participants. Four women agreed to participate in this research project. The student 

selected women from two prevalent ethnic groups of Southwest Arizona and California: 

Native American and Hispanic. 

Tools Used To Receive Analysis 

The four participants were individually tape-recorded and different dates and times of 

day, in a comfortable and safe environment. Two types of tape-recorder instruments 

were used, randomly, depending on the quaUty of the recording; one hand-held tape-

recorder, that was usually placed on a table surface between the interviewer and 

participant; or one tape-recorder-transcriber unit, that was placed on a table surface 

between the interviewer and participant. All but one participant was interviewed directly 

by the student. The one participant who was not interviewed by the student was provided 

with the list of the questions so that she would be able to provide her answers to each 

question. 

The four participants were each asked the same series of specific interview questions 

in twelve categories: 
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1. Personal History 

2. Family History 

3. Living at Home 

4. Education 

5. Work 

6. Living Away from Home 

7. Present Family 

8. Courtship 

9. Marriage 

10. Religion/Spirituality 

11. Health 

12. Overall 

A copy of the complete "List of Interview Questions" is provided as Appendix A in this 

thesis project. 

PiuTJose For Interview Questions 

The main objective of this research is to determine whether cultural identity can be 

preserved in an interracial marriage by women of Native American or Hispanic ancestry. 

This student asked each participant a list of interview questions, from twelve categories, 

in order to receive responses that would gather specific information to determine; 
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1. Whether social identity has played a role in each participant's knowledge and 

understanding of their family history, ancestry, language, traditions and practices, 

and 

2. Whether their lives in interracial marriages have affected the preservation or 

maintenance of said family history, ancestry, language, traditions and practices 

and, most importantly, their cultural identity. 

Protection of Participants' Privacy 

For the purposes of maintaining a uniform order within this thesis project, and to 

protect their privacy, each of the four participants has been identified as follows: 

Participant A 

Participant B 

Participant C 

Participant D 

Further, any other persons specifically identified by name, including names of places or 

locations, may be excluded or have a " " designation, such as "X", in place of their 

actual names. The complete, transcribed interviews are available at the main office of the 

American Indian Studies Department, University of Arizona. 

Performing the Interviews 

This student was able to meet with Participants A, C and D, at dates and times, in 

comfortable and safe environments for each participant. Participant B was unable to 

meet with the student for an interview, due to Participant B's restricted schedule, 

therefore, the student provided Participant B with a printed copy of the interview 
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questions. Participant B tape-recorded both the questions and her responses, which the 

student transcribed and incorporated along with the other three interviews.. 

This student transcribed all four interviews for Participants A, B, C, and D. The four 

transcripts were given to the student's Committee Chair, who is a faculty member of the 

American Indian Studies Department. The audiotapes for Participants A, C and D were 

also given to Interviewer's Committee Chair. The original audio-tape of Participant B's 

interview was given to Participant B, at her request. 
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IV. CASE STUDIES 

There is no better way to know these women's family, ancestry and cultural traditions 

and practices, than by reading about each of their diverse and yet, similar lives. 

Therefore, each has been introduced in a case study format, as a more effective format, to 

present the information this student collected. Their stories follow directly and each is 

introduced in sequence, using the following identification: 

Participant A 

Participant B 

Participant C 

Participant D 
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Case Study of Participant A: 

Participant A is a Mexican-American woman, bom October 15,1969. At the time of 

her interview, she was approximately thirty years of age. She was bom in Tucson, 

Arizona. Her father was bom in Saltillo, Mexico and her mother was bom in 

Brownsville, Texas. Participant A was the ninth child of ten siblings. Although now 

living in San Diego, California, Participant A frequently visits her mother, who resides in 

Tucson, Arizona, and it was during one of these visits, that this researcher was able to 

interview her for this research project. 

Memories of Childhood 

Participant A stated that, while growing up, she was very close to her father, but not 

to her mother. During her childhood. Participant A's parents struggled financially, to 

meet the needs of such a large household. For example, her father worked full time as a 

laborer in construction and her mother was a housewife who oversaw the money for the 

family and managed the maintenance of the home, as well as the basic needs of all the 

children. Participant A had strong memories of her family traveling to the border town of 

Nogales, Arizona, on the weekends, to sell items. Her mother sold clothes, while her 

father sold tools. Participant A stated she hated going to Nogales because it meant she 

had to get up early, about five in the morning, and the family would return about six in 

the evening. However Participant A's parents gave the children a choice: either go to 

Nogales and help the parents or stay in Tucson and clean all day because there were 

certain things that had to be done by the time the rest of the family retumed to Tucson. 



29 

Participant A states she usually "got stuck" going to Nogales, to avoid the chores back 

home.' 

Participant A explained that her relationship with her father was a close and nurturing 

one. For example, she stated he was very close to the girls. He was very protective of 

them, while her mother was very protective of the boys. Participant A felt that the boys 

had a different status in the household than did the girls and were treated as being more 

superior than the girls, and no matter what the girls did, they still were not as good as the 

boys. However, her father would always support the girls and Participant A felt that her 

mother did not see the way the two groups were represented in the family and although it 

was not actually voiced. Participant A said the girls knew it and sensed it. Their mother 

did all the cooking and cleaning for the household and the children had specific chores to 

do as well. For example, the girls would have to serve the boys for the evening meal and 

the girls had a curfew, while the boys did not. Participant A stated that she also noticed 

that her mother always served her father and that her mother ate later, after both her 

father and her brothers and sisters had eaten. Participant A also felt that the boys were 

disciplined differently than the girls. She stated that this and many other things were not 

fair and still believes that to this day. Participant A stated that nowadays, her mother still 

treats her brothers in the same manner, but Participant A stated that she chooses to ignore 

this rather than be miserable about it and make her mother feel as if she is doing 

something wrong. Participant A feels that one of the reasons her mother has treated the 

girls and boys differently was due to how she was brought up in her own family. 

' Participant A's Interview, p. 2 
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However, now that her mother is older. Participant A does not wish to hurt her feelings 

and chooses to keep her thoughts to herself. 

Present Relationship with Parents 

Participant A stated that her mother was turning 64 years of age at the time of this 

interview. Her father passed away about three years earlier, to brain cancer. Participant 

A recalled a special moment she had shared with her father before his death. In fact, she 

remembered several events that were part of her growing up while at home, but the most 

cherished ones mostly of her father's instructions regarding specific things that were of 

import to him. For example, his adamant instruction that she and all her brothers and 

sisters needed to go to school, to receive an education. Participant A explained that his 

reason for this advice was if she ever married and then got divorced, he wanted to be sure 

she was educated, so that she could support herself and her children. Participant A stated 

that because of his concerns for her future and well-being, he was always making sure 

she did well in school and would always encourage and praise her. That motivated her 

and Participant A remembered his worries about this as one of her father's most 

important lessons. 

It was difQcult for Participant A to remember a special moment with her mother, but 

stated that she now spends more time with her, and becoming closer, especially now that 

Participant A is married. Participant remembered that her mother cooked all the time and 

when she had a test for school, her mother would make always make her chorizo with 

tortillas. When her mother did something like this, especially for her. Participant A 

stated that she felt her mother noticed her and this made her feel special. 
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Participant A admitted she is understanding her mother much better nowadays. For 

example, she now understands, what her mother meant about making 'the man happy 

because if you make him happy, then the marriage basically flows, it goes through, it's 

just there aren't many problems." ^ Participant A stated that, as a result of her mother's 

advice, she has learned to make compromises with her husband. Participant A admitted 

that while growing up she was not the perfect daughter and she would say things that 

would hurt her mother's feelings because that's the way she was feeling at the time. She 

explained that her behavior was due largely, in part, to the way she saw things were for 

the boys and the girls and she did not like the maimer in which each group was treated by 

her mother. She wanted to be given the same opportunities as the boys, but felt she was 

not. 

Finding the Right Marriage Partaer 

When Participant A started dating she stated that her mother told her that she would 

find somebody great and not to get depressed or perhaps she should lower her standards. 

Participant A would get exasperated with the same litany of words her mother used over 

and over again and of course she was not about to lower her standards. Once she did 

meet her husband, her mother repeated her triumphant words to Participant A, who 

resented the reminder and told her mother so. However, Participant A grudgingly 

admitted her mother was correct about waiting because her husband indeed makes her 

happy. She was glad she waited for him and that he came into her life and stated he is 

everything and more than what she wanted for a husband. 

^ Participant A's Interview, p. 4 
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Before she met her husband. Participant A explained that while in college, she dated a 

lot of Caucasians and did not want to date Mexicans because of her past experiences of 

growing up with her brothers and she did not want to be treated the same way. 

Therefore, she did not date Mexicans during her time in college, only white boys. 

Participant A explained that Caucasian men were different because they were not very 

family oriented and they did not like going to church, or they did not like doing fknily 

things in their free time. They also were not very loving or cuddly like Participant A 

expected. She did meet one Mexican-American boy, "M*', who was the opposite of the 

Mexicans or white guys she knew. She dated "M" for a while and even continued to date 

him when she moved to California, but their relationship changed at that point, and she 

explained that they were both more Americanized and neither was family-oriented as she 

thought they have been. Participant A also felt that "M" still had some machismo in him 

because he wanted to control her, and that disturbed her, but she still wanted to be with a 

Mexican person and tolerated a lot from him, until she began dating a Caucasian. 

Eventually she met her future husband and Participant A stated that he was completely 

different from Caucasians she had dated in college and he was older than her and had 

gone through a lot of relationships. He also realized what he wanted in a woman and she 

knew what she wanted in a man at that point and that knowledge cemented their future 

relationship. 

Discrimination 

Participant A did not recall her parents having experienced discrimination. Although 

she stated that she felt it herself, especially while she attended college because she would 



33 

sometimes be the only Mexican in a class and felt she was left out of group assignments 

because of her ethnicity because she was not asked for her input or it was ignored when 

she provided information. 

Participant A felt she was discriminated at home, with the way her parents treated the 

boys and the girls. She stated that her parents never told her not to date boys of other 

nationalities such as African American or Asians, but she did not. 

Participant A stated that when she was attending high school, she felt proud when 

people around her were actually surprised to learn that she was from a barrio 

neighborhood. She enjoyed writing school papers about life in the barrio or doing 

demographic studies regarding the types of businesses that would be profitable in the 

barrio. People in school would ask her questions about the barrio she was from, which is 

Barrio Hollywood, located on the northwest side, past St. Mary's Road and Grande 

Avenue. Participant A did not remember having any problems with any of her teachers 

throughout her school career. She always got along with them and she remembered 

being shy and feels that because of this teachers did not think of her as a problem child. 

Relationship with Brothers and Sisters 

Participant A felt she has been closer to the majority of her sisters and especially 

close to her younger sister, who is also the youngest child in the family. She thinks this is 

due to the relationship between the boys and girls that was created by her parents and 

another reason has been varying ages of all the siblings. Participant A stated that she had 

been close to one of her older brothers, who is about fifteen years older, but his views and 

ideas about family and the way she should live her life has affected their relationship. His 
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one saving grace was that he introduced her to her future husband. She felt her brother 

has kept his distance from the family and does not really spend time nurturing his 

relationship with most of them, but becomes frustrated when most of them do not 

maintain contact with him. Participant A stated that he has, however, maintained a strong 

relationship with one brother who resides in San Diego, California, and Participant A 

acknowledged that her relationship she her brother has gotten stronger, now that she lives 

in San Diego as well. It is her relationship with this older brother that she feels has 

developed her opinion of herself because he continually stresses to her the importance of 

doing her best and reminds her she has great potential to succeed. He constantly gives 

her his approval and expects her to learn from her decisions. Participant A stated that 

sometimes his expectations frustrate her and there have been tense moments between the 

two as a result. 

When she visits her mother in Tucson, Participant A feels she is torn between all her 

brothers and sisters because they want her to spend time with them as well. She feels 

more inclined to spend time wither her aging mother and wants to become closer to her, 

but feels guilty if she is unable to visit with most or all of her siblings during her visits. 

Relationship with the In-Laws 

Participant A stated she has a great relationship wither her in-laws and thinks they are 

perfect in-laws. They love her unconditionally and that makes her feel good because she 

wants them to think that she can take care of their son. She stated they communicate 

frequently during the week or leave each other messages if they have not seen each other 

for a few days. She felt the success of the relationship with her in-laws was due to the 



35 

relationship she had with her father, who made it a point to make her feel special. She 

added that her husband felt she is a very giving person and she, in turn believes she is this 

way because her father was a very giving person, who tried to take care of other people 

besides his family. She's proud of that resemblance to her father. 

Personal Traits 

Participant A felt she is very materialistic and that she resembles her father in this 

characteristic. She stated she is also very stubborn and that her husband agrees. She 

explained she expects quality things in her life, but she plans accordingly, in order to 

acquire them. That usually means saving money. Her father instilled this in her because 

when he wanted nice things, he would save up to buy them, although his children's needs 

came first and he usually could not buy a lot of things he wanted because there would be 

no money left over to buy them. 

Participant A's mother liked school and she resembles her mom in this. Now that 

she's older, Participant A stated she is also enjoying cooking more than before and wants 

to cook more for her husband. She described herself as a clean freak, another trait she 

picked up from her mother and stated her husband appreciates this as well. 

Family Historv 

Participant A stated she knew very little about her maternal and paternal 

grandparents. She had no real memories of them, although she knew her paternal lived in 

Mexico and her maternal parents lived in Shafter, California. Participant A felt that a 

primary reason why she does not know this side of the family was due to the financial 

restraints of her family. Because her father had to support ten children, they could not 
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take frequent family trips to Mexico or Shafter, and the last family trip they had taken 

was in 1985. She remembered her father was very close to his father and mother, but was 

not able to describe more of these relationships. 

The Family's Language 

Participant A remembered her father primarily spoke Spanish, but he was eager to 

learn English and would go to English classes at the El Rio Neighborhood Center, in the 

barrio. He went there a few times and he would get frustrated with the lessons. He would 

ask his children to speak English to him and they would teach him some English, but it 

was not very advanced English and they kept it as simple as possible to help him. He 

learned the alphabet, but classes were difficult for him. Participant A's mother, however, 

spoke both Spanish and English. But English was spoken primarily by Participant A and 

all her siblings, although they understood some Spanish. She stated she felt some 

resentment towards her parents because she had little exposure to Spanish and it 

frustrated her not to be able to understand it or speak it fluently. She acknowledged that 

both her parents had very little education and that they preferred that they ail learn 

English and believes that was why they all had limited Spanish exposure at home. 

Education 

Participant A attended Manzo Elementary School in the barrio which was about three 

or four blocks from her home. She attended Tucson High School and then went on to the 

University of Arizona here. She is presently taking courses at a San Diego university and 

is in the teacher program, to be able to teach kindergarten through sixth grades. She 

hopes to finish in January or February of2001. She hopes to get into a masters program 
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with an emphasis in economics. Participant A stated her older brother has been very 

supportive of her continuing a higher education degree as he has always emphasized a 

college program that would provide financial success and does not think the education 

program would do this. He was hoping for a business focus, but Participant A realized the 

importance of being happy and money is not an issue at this time in her life, although she 

stated it never really has been. She wants to feel happy and look forward to going to 

work. Both she and her husband are presently changing careers so it is a little more 

difficult financially, but stated they are coping. Participant A's husband, "K" was tired of 

being a manager and decided he was ready to move on to something else, so he is 

studying computers. He is very certain of his future goals. Participant A stated she has 

felt uncomfortable at times because they are on a time schedule and it bothers her when 

he asks her when she will be able to start teaching. She is trying to act more mature and 

not become defensive in her reactions and she is focusing on being happy with her career 

choice, regardless of the income. 

Friendships 

Participant A remembered most of her friends were Hispanic when she was in 

elementary school, but the majority of the student body was Hispanic. In junior high 

school, there was more of a mix of both Anglo and Mexican-American students, but she 

spent more time with Hispanic friends. It was during this time that Participant A recalled 

her family did not have much money to buy of lot of nice things like jeans, with popular 

designer brand names of the time. She remembered she and a lot of her girlfriends felt 

ashamed they did not have those types of clothes and she kept her distance from girls that 
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did because she felt inferior to them. She admitted it was a dumb thing to do and that she 

only felt that way because she was a teenager. She stated that nowadays, she tries to 

stress this to her nieces, but realizes that they feel the same she did at their age. 

Employment History 

Participant A presently works for the County of San Diego, in its Residential Revenue 

Division and has been employed there for four years. She stated she has never had any 

problems in her department, either with colleagues or her supervisors. She is one of very 

few Hispanics in that department and felt that one reason she was hired was to fill a quota 

requirement. She still wonders if she was hired because of her education and experience, 

or because she was of Mexican descent. Participant stated she enjoys her work and it 

pays their bills, although it gets tedious at times, since real estate is not a very exciting 

area, at least for her. Participant A has a fairly flexible schedule and works four, ten hour 

days, but she does not like the small cubicle she works in and the work becomes 

redundant after a while. She stated she reminds herself she is working hard to change her 

life and is learning more about the art of patience. 

Leaving Home 

Participant A stated she loved the feeling of being independent from her home life the 

first time she left. She first moved out when she began attending the University of 

Arizona. Her parents insisted on her moving in \ '̂ith a roommate who was also attending 

school. Luckily, she had a girlfriend from high school, who had similar interests and 

wanted to attend the same university program in real estate. This friend-roommate would 

eventually become her sister-in-law. They moved into to a house that was owned by the 
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friend's uncle. They both moved to San Diego, California, soon after graduation. 

Participant a stated they moved in with her oldest brother for a while, then moved in with 

another brother until finally getting their own apartment. 

Participant A stated she still lives in San Diego, with her husband, but thinks that the 

rent is ridiculously high. She does not think that they will ever move to Tucson because 

her husband is a native of San Diego, so she really has no choice. She stated it is one 

reason why she feels they have a lot of pressiire to earn money in order to be able to 

afford a decent home. She feels she has no choice and that she has to get her masters in 

order to get a good job. Their present neighborhood is a mix of apartments, businesses 

and homes. Participant A stated she was not aware of the ethnic population in her 

neighborhood. She thought there was more of an Hispanic presence in the South Bay 

area, but she and her husband rarely go there, except to visit her older brother. 

Participant A stated she misses the culture and diversity that Tucson has and her husband 

gets upset when she talks about how she wishes for a neighborhood with more Hispanic 

families. Participant A explained she likes being Hispanic and lives the culture and 

wants to be able to share it with her children, but she felt her neighborhood is made up 

mostly of Anglos or Asians. 

Participant A stated she is very involved with the San Diego Latino Association, but 

not in political affairs. She participates in events that include children, such as toy drives. 

Husband's Personal and Family History 

Participant A's husband, "K" is a native of San Diego, although he was not bom in 

San Diego. He is approximately 31 years old and is attending school while woridng. He 
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has one sister and two brothers and is the third child in a family of four siblings. 

Participant A stated he has a close relationship with his siblings and his parents, "K is of 

Swedish ancestry. Although he is affectionate with Participant A, his mother wishes they 

would say "I love you" more often. Participant A wishes they were more affectionate 

towards one another. She does not know if his father was like that and his kids picked 

that up from him. Participant A stated she feels she is the opposite and she will go up to 

her in-laws and hug each of them. 

A Family of Their Own 

Participant A stated that she and have discussed starting a family and he wants 

her to share her culture with the children and that includes their learning Spanish. They 

both think it is very important to teach their children about their Mexican ancestry. "K" 

is willing to learn Spanish and is already learning some words, such as "suegra" (mother-

in-law). He has learned to pick up more words when Participant A has a conversation 

with her mother. 

Cotirtship 

Participant A stated she was 29 when she first met her future husband. Her older 

brother had set her up on a blind date and took her to a bar during happy hour to meet 

Her brother left her there, but a friend and her husband joined them for dinner. 

Participant A felt very comfortable during this first meeting although "K" was very easy 

to talk with, and she admitted she ended up drinking a lot too much because she was 

nervous. Participant A recalled they had gotten on the topic of sports and knowing very 

little about it, quickly made that known to him by misidentifying the basketball 
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champions of that year, which happened to be the UofA Wildcats. Participant A stated 

"K" seemed amused at the time and did not hold it against her. Their second date was a 

jogging date and they would continue to do these types of dates until she felt she liked 

him more than a friend, although she was dating somebody else at the time, who was a 

Latino. However, they continued their jogging dates, and they eventually turned into 

regular movie dates, where they would compromise on their choice of movies: she likes 

romance, while he enjoys action, but they still did not consider their relationship a serious 

one. Participant A stated that the relationship changed when she had to travel to Los 

Angeles, on St. Valentine's Day, to take a test for her college coursework. She 

remembered it had rained a lot and she had been very tired when she finally made it 

home. There was a message from "K" on her answering machine, who had called to 

make sure she was okay and whether she could meet him for dinner. Participant A 

thought that was rather nice of him and that was when she discovered there was 

something more between them. Participant A had just begun her teaching program and 

'*K" had brought her a book about an African-American principal, who was struggling 

with her new position as a principal in South Carolina and it explained her struggles and 

the discrimination she encountered. Participant A was very touched by his gift, and more 

importantly, that he respected her decision to teach and how much it mattered to her. It 

was also during this dinner date, that "K" announced his love for Participant A. But it 

was during one more incident, later in February, that would cement their future together. 

"K" was in Mexico for a friend's bachelor party when he realized how much he missed 

Participant A and called her from Mexico to tell her this. 
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Reaction fix)m Participant A's Family 

Participant A stated that her family was aware that she was dating "K" and that he 

was Anglo, and that their relationship as getting serious. They had met him several times 

and everyone liked him much better than her previous Latino boyfriend. Participant A 

stated she was actually encouraged by her family to continue the relationship 

Marriage, Religion and Spirituality 

Participant A hoped she and will attend church more now that they are married, 

parents attend church regularly. Participant A was baptized in the Roman Catholic 

Church. Participant A knows this will be a struggle for her because she feels she does not 

get anything out of the service. "K's" parents attend a Lutheran service and she has 

attended with them. But because she is a Catholic, Participant wants to leam more about 

her religion, especially if she has children. She does not want her children to grow up 

without religion. It does not matter if it is Lutheran or Roman Catholic and her mother 

has no objection to either one for the children. 

Participant A stated that the marriage ceremony was not religious. She and "K" just 

wanted to get married and then follow it with a reception. However, Participant A 

admitted she should have gotten married in church, for her mother's sake, because her 

mother was not thrilled to have her daughter married outside the church. Participant A 

stated she would consider marrying in the church, perhaps for her tenth wedding 

anniversary. However, at the time, the decision was made and they felt it was right for 

them and they do feel married, despite the lack of religion in their service. Only 

Participant A and "K" made the decisions for the type of marriage ceremony they would 
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have and they did not seek their families' advice. They had a pastor conduct the service 

exchanged rings. They did their own vows, which they recited. They did not attend 

couples classes that many religions required for couples before the marriage ceremony. 

They wanted to make all the arrangements for the location of the reception, how many 

people to invite, and what type of band they would hire for the reception. believes in 

God, but he does not feel pressured to go to a church service. Participant A stated she 

feels the same way, and that is why she thinks they have to be more careful and be more 

practical about attending church. Participant A stated spirituality means a lot to her and 

feels that she is more spiritual than "K". He is very cool when it comes to discussing 

religions whereas she is the opposite. Participant A feels closer to God and will write 

things in a journal or read a topic on religion. "K" really does not and Participant A 

wants to him about this. Participant A stated she believes in "signs," like her father did. 

She really believes they carry a message. "K" laughs at her because he does not believe 

in signs, but Participant A has great faith in them, just as her mother's intuition about her 

pending marriage. For example. Participant A had had stomach pains the night before 

she was to marry and in a prayer, asked her father not to die and to wait for her because 

she was the only daughter he had not walked down the aisle. Participant A cried very 

hard and prayed that night for her father not to die. He had already been diagnosed with 

brain cancer and was very weak at this time, but he did walk his daughter down the aisle. 

Another "sign" came after the ceremony when a little girl quietly came up to 

Participant A and wanted to give her a kiss. The little girl's father explained that his 

daughter, whose name was Mary, wanted to kiss a princess. Participant A's mother had 
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earlier prayed with her daughter to the Virgin Mary. Participant A stated that both her 

parents are very religious people and because of this, she would like to attend church on a 

more regular basis along with her husband. Participant A admitted she prays to God or to 

her father, who has now passed away. She does it because it consoles her. 

Present Relationship with Husband 

Participant A stated that "K" has never made any discriminatory or prejudiced 

comments in her presence, although his relaxed manner has upset her at times, especially 

when she feels he should have defended her when a remark made by someone else has 

offended her. For example, at one of his family's events. Participant A stated someone 

made a remark that Participant A found offensive. He did not say anything and while she 

felt she wanted to respond, did not and regretted she had not. Participant A stated she 

needs to learn how to address these types of situations because it might happen again and 

wants to be able to defend herself Participant A admitted she has felt uncomfortable at 

some of his family's gathering, especially when she is the only Mexican attending. 

Another reason is that "K" has a sister and a brother-in-law who are both doctors and 

she feels intimidated by them. She feels she will get over these feelings with time. 

Participant A stated "K's" family has a different style, compared to hers. For example, 

his family is very quiet compared to hers, who always want to talk and they are a loud 

and noisy family. "K's" family is more conservative and do not talk much around others. 

This is why she sometimes feels uncomfortable around them. Participant A stated that 

her relationship with her husband is different from her mother's in many ways, such as 

the serving of meals. Participant A stated that sometimes she will actually serve his 
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meal or he will serve himself. "K" will tease her about it when she does serve him, by 

making a comment about her being "barefoot in the kitchen cooking," and that she just 

needs to be pregnant to make it complete. Participant A stated these comments do not 

upset her because she knows he is joking and does not think he takes his comments 

seriously. 

Health and Medicine 

Participant A stated she takes care of herself and takes a One a Day vitamin every 

day. She used to use family remedies, such a yerba buena (mint) for menstrual cramps, 

but stated that since she moved to San Diego, she no longer has access to that remedy. 

She does continue using sabila (aloe vera). These are remedies and treatments that she 

learned from her mother, although she does not think that the yerba buena really did any 

good for her cramps. Her mother does use these items quite a bit. "K" does not use 

medicines very much. Participant A stated he feels better when he just rests and sleeps a 

little longer or drinks a lot of liquids. Participant A stated she does not use holistic 

medicine. 

IdentifSdng Herself 

Participant A stated she identifies as a Mexican-American, although she did not want 

to do so at one time. She stated that the question of identification is always there, either 

on job applications or like the Latino Association. She stated she has had to adjust to the 

title. Participant A participated in the 2000 Census and admitted she did not fill it out, 

rather "K" did because she was too busy studying and that was okay with her. Participant 

A stated she supports her Latino community and does so because it means a lot to some 
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of her friends. She also belongs to "La Raza" and subscribes to "Latina" magazine. She 

also has an attorney friend who is very supportive of the Latino community and 

Participant A attended the movie, *Trice of Glory," starring Jimmy Smits because this 

friend stated the movie had an important message for Latinos. Participant A stated she is 

comfortable telling people that she is a Mexican-American. 

Participant A's last remarks pertaining to her Mexican-American identity were that if 

she had married a Mexican, then perhaps she would have had to deal with the machismo 

part in her husband. But she loves being married to a person with Swedish ancestry 

because they just click so well. They believe in a lot of the same things, have similar 

tastes, although they have differences as well. But Participant A stated they are learning 

from each other and that "K" will sometimes amaze her with his comments or actions. 

She believes it does not matter whom one marries or what race people are, as long as they 

get along with each other and one accepts the other. She maintained that in doing so 

there is more love between a couple because this is unconditional love. Participant A 

stated she likes being married because she and "K" get along so well. Regarding the use 

of her married name. Participant A first wanted to keep her father's last name, but she did 

change it to her husband's last name and while she is proud to be her father's daughter, 

she is equally proud of her new name. 
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Case Study for Participant B 

Participant B is a Hopi woman, bom August 16,1951. At the time of her interview, 

she was approximately 49 years of age. She was bom on the Hopi Reservation in the 

area of its agency headquarters in that period, known as Keemes Canyon, Arizona. 

Participant B had the remaiicable experience of having two sets of parents. She was 

adopted and raised by her maternal aunt and uncle, but both her biological mother and her 

adoptive mother, who was also her maternal aunt, were sisters, who had the same father, 

but different mothers. Participant B was adopted when she was one week old, and raised 

as an only child, but by age eleven discovered that she had blood brothers and sisters. 

Participant B is the sixth of eight siblings: Four girls and four boys. She is the youngest 

girl and has two younger brothers after her and three older sisters and two brothers. She 

presently lives in Tucson, Arizona. 

Memories of Childhood 

Participant B has learned to respect the Hopi way of life that was instilled in her, at an 

early age, by both her biological and adoptive parents, who are all Hopi. All her parents 

were very much products of the Hopi ethic for work and fiirther developed their self-

sufBciency and self-reliance from their experiences in boarding school. Participant B 

stated that, in terms of supporting their families, her parents accomplished this through 

different avenues. For example, her biological father was an accomplished carpenter and 

cabinet maker and that was his primary means by which he periodically supported the 

family, although Participant B recalls spending very little time with him as a child, due 

to his lack of presence at that time. Participant B remembers her biological mother had a 
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specialty, which was her cooking and remembers that she always liked to cook meals. 

Her biological mother also worked outside the home and was employed for twenty-two 

years by the Bureau of Indian Affairs or BIA and worked primarily in the kitchen area. 

After her retirement, she would clean houses for people in the community at Winslow. 

Participant B's adoptive parents had different types of employment for supporting the 

family. Her father had been a firefighter, sheepherder, and helped with the family 

cornfield on the Hopi Reservation. After the family moved to the border town of 

Winslow, Arizona, her father was employed by Seven Up Bottling Company and worked 

his way up the ranks, firom lifting and stacking pallets, inspecting the sodas bottles and 

storing cases of soda, to eventually becoming a top company salesman, with his own 

delivery route. His route took him around many of the small towns and tribal 

communities on the Navajo and Hopi Reservations. Participant B recalls that her father 

was a physically strong man and it was mostly due to the heavy labor required of him as a 

fireman and his work at the bottling company. 

Participant B stated she remembered her adoptive father as a very gentle, quiet man, 

who taught her the importance of taking care of one's health, although he himself 

succumbed to alcoholism. She remembered his physical strength and that he always had a 

set of barbells. He would get up early every morning and have Participant B's mother 

drive him five miles outside of Winslow and he would run back. Participant B also 

recalled loving to watch her father life the heavy cases of bottled soda as if they were 

weightless and it was through this watching and learning, that she modeled the 

importance of physical conditioning and well-being. 
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Participant B stated her adoptive mom was also a hard worker. She was nurse's aide 

and a dorm supervisor for a BIA operated dormitory in Winslow, which housed primarily 

Navajo children, who came from the reservations to attend public schools. She would 

become head cook at that same dormitory and retired after that working career. 

Participant B remembered spending time with her biological father and quickly 

learned that his life had been difBcult and although he was a hardworking man, a "tough 

old man"^, who was and still is very independent, he also had a suspicious nature and 

Participant B believed he suffered a lot of discrimination at the hands of not only non-

Indian people, but Indian people as well, and those experiences made him bitter. 

Participant B recalled her biological mother, who passed away approximately six years 

ago, as being a very hard-worker, but who was also a gentle, generous and friendly 

woman, who gave the outward appears that she was very happy. She laughed readily and 

she enjoyed telling jokes. But she doubted herself and her self-worth and felt she was not 

a smart woman and Participant B remembered her mother saying, for the longest time," I 

don't know how lucky I got to have such smart children. I like to hear you talk to each 

other when you come home."^ Participant B stated when she looks at a picture of her 

birth mother at a young age, she resembles her very much and believes the resemblance 

continues in her personality as well. 

Present Relationship with Parents 

Participant B stated she and her adoptive mother did not have a good relationship 

during her youth and her mother would make statements, especially during her time in 

^ Paiticipant B's Inteiview, p. 2 
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college, that deeply affected Participant B. For example, during a time of great stress in 

Participant B's life, when she was juggling her life as a professional woman, mother and 

wife and felt resentful of the fact that she had to cook, clean and do all the wifely, 

motherly duties, she felt nobody £^)preciated her efforts or wanted to offer help. To make 

matters worse, her cooking would never turn out right and she had trouble with burning 

the food she would prepare for the family's meals. In was during one of these burning 

food moment, when Participant B's frustration was so bad, she called her mother and 

complained how she could not cook food without ruining it most of the time. Her mother 

listened to her outpour, and then told her, in Hopi, that Participant B was a mother, and 

as a mother, she had to nourish her children. She had to physically and emotionally want 

to nurture her children and feed them, but if she was going to be angry and full of 

resentment while she prepared their food, then that is basically what she was feeding 

them. She was feeding her own family the same kind of resentment and did Participant B 

want that? Participant B stated her mother's words were such a wake-up call because she 

realized her most important role as a woman was that as a mother, and that it was 

important for her to never resent her role as a mother who feeds, clothes or takes care of 

her children, as well as her husband. This is something that Participant B stated she 

remembers all the time. 

One other lesson Participant B has learned from her mother is that life was always 

going to be difficult, but it was up to Participant B to face the difficulties as challenges 

and tests and that the challenge was to overcome the test and in the end, strengthen 

* Participant B's Interview, p.2 
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herself. It is in her mother's words of wisdom, that have taught Participant B lessons of 

how to face life and have been models for her own life. 

Facing Discrimination 

Participant B felt all her parents did face some type of discrimination challenge 

because of their ethnicity. She saw them subjected to racist and stereotypical remarks 

and that was one of the reasons why her biological father was so cautious about making 

friendships. Her biological mother never felt a sense of self-worth. Her adoptive parents, 

however, acted upon their beliefs, and worked hard and were self-sufBcient. Participant 

B stated because they in a mainstream environment for the majority of their life as a 

family, she and her adoptive family were subjected to all the different periods of time, 

where the general attitude was to dole out the remarks or attitude and they just learned to 

deal with it. Participant B believes a Hopi lesson follows the same manner in that a 

person is recognized for who they are, and that it is up to others to get to know that 

person, that it is their responsibility to not let appearance, ethnicity, or culture get in the 

way. If someone wants to know a Hopi person, they must see Hopi people as real people, 

underneath the skin color. 

Relationship with Brothers and Sisters 

Although Participant B was raised as an only child by her adoptive parents, she did 

learn about her natural brothers and sisters at the age of eleven. She stated because the 

family situation was too emotional for a long time, she would not get to know her 

siblings until she left Winslow to attend college. It was at this time that she pursued 

establishing a relationship with all her brothers and sisters. Participant B got to know all 
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her siblings as adults, expect for one sister who died after re-establishing their 

relationship. For the most part. Participant B felt she was successful in re-establishing a 

relationship with most of her siblings, although she is not close to an older brother and 

sister and she believes it is because they had already established lives apart from her and 

the rest of the family. They all keep in contact and Participant B believes they are a close 

family in many ways. 

Some of Participant B's siblings live in Winslow, others live in Phoenix, staying 

close to their parents. Participant B has basically remained in Tucson since attending 

college. Participant B stated her siblings and family spent a lot of times at family 

gathering or she would invite them, but that was done more often before one of their first 

sister died in 1980. They have never really gotten together as often after her death. 

Family History 

Participant B does not know the name of her biological grandparents' actual names 

because in the Hopi way grandparents are addressed as "grandmother" and "grandfather". 

She was not close to these grandparents because she did not really grown up with them. 

She does have memories of how her biological grandmother used to talk, that she was 

very funny and really cute. Participant B liked the way she talked Hopi. She remembers 

her biological grandfather's physical appearance because he was thin and very tall for a 

Hopi. He also had very striking white hair. 

Participant B does know the actual names for both her adoptive grandparents and was 

close to theme, especially to her grandmother. Participant B spent a lot of her childhood 

days "in her shadow", watching her rise early to make fiied potatoes and tortillas, collect 
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and chop wood, get water and coal, and watch her make her baskets. Her grandmother 

would also dry apricots by setting them on the roof of the their house. 

Participant B's grandparents were bom and raised and lived their lives out on the 

reservation. Her biological grandparents lived on Second Mesa, in the village of 

Sebotavi, and her adoptive grandparents, lived in the village of Kotsmobi, or K Town as 

it is called today. 

Participant B's adoptive grandfather had been a weaver. In Hopi culture, the men are 

the weavers and she would watch him work. He had a huge loom in the house and it was 

always set up because he was constantly working on projects, which he would work on in 

the late afternoon or evening. He would work on traditional clothes for women, such as 

the manta, which is a black dress or the Olva, which is white with traditional Hopi colors 

of red and green and black. He would sit on a little bench that was attached to the loom, 

where he would sit and then get up to go to one end of the loom, do his weaving, finish 

and turn around and go back. Participant B used to sit with her grandfather on that bench 

and scoot along together. She would pull the yam or hand him the utensils or tools that 

he needed. They would not talk while they worked together, but sometimes he would 

quietly sing to himself. 

Participant B remembered watching her grandfather weave while her grandmother 

would either cooking or doing her chores. Participant B fondly remembered the times 

when her grandmother would weave her baskets. She never went out with her 

grandmother to collect her materials, but would sit and watch her. Participant B was 

intrigued by how fast her grandmother worked, the kinds of designs she made and how 
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much fun she had, going from one activity to another. They both enjoyed playing Chinese 

checkers and Participant B remembered her grandmother's laughing when she played the 

game. Her grandmother would always have a jigsaw puzzle in the middle of the table, 

ready to be worked on and anybody who came in would stop and work on for a little 

while and then they would all fight to fit the last piece in place. Participant B 

remembered watching her grandmother quilt at night and Participant B would be chosen 

to thread her grandmother's needle because she worked by candlelight. Participant B still 

treasures one quilt her grandmother made by hand for her and has it to this day. 

Participant B stated she is the only one of all the family cousins (and it is a large group) 

and not a biological grandchild, that she was the one who received a quilt fiom her 

grandmother. For Participant B, this is a message of how special she was to her 

grandmother and that she had a special place in her heart for her granddaughter. 

Participant B has fond memories of growing up at home on the Hopi Reservation. 

However, once they moved to the border town of Winslow, Arizona, she stated 

everything changed. For example, they had a television set, a radio and they had 

automobiles. Life on the reservation had provided her with other special things as well, a 

way of living that she would never be able to live again. That meant being with her 

grandmother and her cousins, share meals together, to visit each other and then return to 

their respective homes. They would also do things as a family, gsuch as go up to the 

family cornfields where aunts and uncles, grandparents, parents and cousins would 

fertilize and weed together. Her grandfather also owned a lot of sheep and they would 

share special spring shearing time that coincided with Easter, so they would have a big 
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old Easter egg hunt out in the sheep camp area, and there would lots of food and family 

and friends around. 

Participant B remembered how the family suffered through hard times as well. They 

have had a lot of tragedies in the family, especially her biological family and once she 

left the reservation. Participant B felt she felt more and more disconnected from them. 

One of the most difiGcult times was when Participant B's biological mother passed away. 

She remembered her biological father gathered all his children together, including her, 

and he wanted to convey a message to them, especially to his sons. He told the boys, that 

as men folk of the family, they were to take care of the women in the family because 

without a mother there was no home. So he was adamant about the fact that the boys 

respect the women of the family because we would be lost, they would be lost, if the 

women were gone and Participant B knew that he felt really lost when his wife died so 

his words were carried a very powerful message. 

The Family's Language 

Participant B stated that during her early childhood years she thinks that the primary 

language spoken was only Hopi, but once they moved to town, when she was about eight 

or nine years old, the primary language became English. When she spoke to her parents, 

she would use some Hopi and they would go back and forth between Hopi and English, 

Participant B does not consider herself to be very bilingual, although she understands 

Hopi and an speak it, if she has to, but she maintains she is not a fluent speaker. She is 

more comfortable with English. 
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Education 

Participant B did not go to kindergarten and started her education in first grade. It 

was a mission school out on the Hopi reservation, and was operated by the Mennonite 

religious order. When the family moved into town she attended public schools for the 

rest of her elementary, junior high and high school years in Winslow, Arizona. She then 

was accepted to the University of Arizona and began her higher education program. 

Participant B stated she has always liked going to school. She remembered if she did not 

go to school for whatever reason and stayed at home, then she to do all her chores, unless 

she was very sick. Her mother would stay home with her. She enjoyed going to school 

because she learned new things. She remembers making a lot of friends, once she 

reached sixth grade and then throughout junior high and high school. She did not have 

many friends during her elementary school years. 

Participant B's favorite school subject was English. She had an English teacher, who 

invited her to be a member in their vespian's club and remembers his asking her to 

perform and he would also give her information about competition event news. He really 

made Participant B appreciate poetry and her participation in these events and his 

genuine interest in her learning caused her to have a lot of respect for this teacher and he 

was a positive model as a teacher. 

School Activities 

Participant B participated in school events and was in the Nurses of Tomorrow Club 

because she had considered becoming a nurse. She joined the local hospital and was a 

candy striper volunteer work through her high school years. She was a pompom girl in 
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Junior High and marched in the parade. She always wanted to be a cheerleader because it 

was popular back then to be one. 

Friendships 

Participant B established friendships with Hispanic girls in sixth grade, who became 

her friends for junior high and high school and was in one of their weddings. She has lost 

touch with them over the years, but she remembers that she primarily had Hispanic 

friends during her early school years. 

Discrimination 

Participant B has vivid memories of suffering discrimination, especially during high 

school because she attended during the 1960s, the decade in America's history when the 

Civil Rights Movement was starting and there was a lot of attention focused on 

minorities. The time lent itself to a lot of overt racism and discrimination without 

anything happening to people who behaved in such a manner, so there were a lot of 

challenges and barriers encountered by Participant B during that time in her life. 

Employment 

Participant B had been a teacher for nineteen years in the Marana School District. 

She presently works as a Program Coordinator for the American Indian Language 

Development Institute at the University of »»••••*•. Her main responsibiUty is to set up 

a four-week simuner language institute for at least one hundred university student 

participants, for six units of course credit in linguistics, as well as applying to ciuriculum 

development for their own tribal communities' language and revitalization programs. 

Participant B also coordinating the students' housing and ensuring their eligibility to 
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attend. She also works with faculty who will meet the needs of the students and a tribal 

communities* language programs, many of whom are also founders of the Institute. She 

brings in speakers who can also address the current educational and political issues of 

Indian languages and works on the advertising and promotion of these speakers series. 

Participant B states that is a very encompassing and demanding job but it is also very 

exciting. She is also in a Ph J). Program and she notes that her Program Coordinator job 

is more administrative, compared to her doctoral program, which is more research-

oriented. Another feature of her job is that she travels to recruit students, both 

international and domestic and has travel as far away as Canada. She is gained the 

confidence of her colleagues in her present job and as a former faculty member, as well 

as her supervisors and she feels honored to have been chosen for the position. 

Discrimination at Work 

Participant B has not felt any challenges or discrimination in this position because of 

her cultural background or ethnicity, although she feels that Native Americans are still 

invisible to non-natives on campus. She believes there is a need to be more visible 

because they are sometimes overshadowed by other events that occur in the College of 

Education where the Institute is housed, and feels that there must be continued 

involvement with the American Indian Studies Program, as well as Extended University 

and the Graduate College, all important entities in the Institute, in order to maintain a 

successful relationship. One of her primary goals is to promote the Institution to a larger 

Native American student population and to ensure that many more university programs 

and administrators recognize and understand its mission. 
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Location of Home 

Participant B stated she lived on the reservation during most of her childhood then the 

family moved to the border town of Winslow, Arizona. She came to Tucson, Arizona, to 

attend the University of Arizona, and has been living in Tucson since 1969. She 

currently has a home in central Tucson. Her neighborhood is very transient. Her family 

has lived in the same home for nineteen years and a couple of people in the neighborhood 

have lived there at least that long, but a high number of homes are continually rented and 

that accounts for the high transient population. Participant B stated there are no real 

neighborhood friendships so they do not visit across the fence or the alley or anything 

like that. 

Participant B participates in many community invents because of her involvement 

with the American Indian Studies Program and many of its members and she's been 

attending or participating in events for over twenty years. This also includes fimctions in 

children's education and the various school districts, where she as been a member of 

committees as a parent. She has been with the Pascua Yaqui and other urban Indian 

people in Tucson. She has maintained many friendships with teachers from the Marana 

School District and she continues to be involved Marana commimity events. She and her 

husband have also been very involved in their neighborhood community school for 

sixteen consecutive years because of their children, whose ages ensure that she will be 

involved for several years to come. Participant B does not consider moving an option at 

this time because she wishes to maintain stable home and school life for all her three 
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children, ages nineteen, thirteen, and nine. She and her husband hope to eventually move 

to Colorado, once the children are grown and have independent lives. 

Husband's Personal and Family History 

Participant B's husband is "A" is 51 years of age. He is of Sicilian and Irish ancestry 

and was raised in Chicago.. He woriced in the steel mills up in Indiana and he was a 

union member, and he had both short-term and long-term projects, with long-term 

lasting a year or so. His projects involved working hard through the summer and through 

the fall. In the winter, he take a leave of absence and head south. He has always been a 

traveler and it was on one of these trips, that he and Participant B met. 

Courtship 

Participant B met her husband almost 26 years ago, in Tucson, Arizona, and he was 

on his way back home from finishing a project for his work. They met at a local bar in 

the downtown area, close to the Tucson Community Center at it was known then. They 

were not introduced and it was what Participant B calls a "chance happening"^. She had 

gone with a friend and Participant B noticed him right away because he did not look like 

he was from the region, but gave the appearance of being an eastern type fellow, from the 

New York City - Chicago areas. "A" sent them complimentary drinks and they invited 

him over and began talking and Participant B soon found that they had a lot in common 

with experiences such as traveling in South America, which she had done after she had 

been in the Peace Corps. On her way home, she had gone through South American, then 

^ Paiticipant B's Interview, p. 13 
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through Central America and he had done extensive travel through those countries as 

well. 

Participant B stated she liked her future spouse right away and explains that "A" was 

a very different type of person, very worldly and serious, and older than her by about five 

years. Because of his experiences with Vietnam and all the traveling he had done, "A" 

was different from people she knew her own age. She found him to be very interesting 

and it really provoked her curiosity about him. Participant B knew him for about six 

years before they married, so they had established a long relationship, as well as a long 

distance relationship for many of those years and it worked out really well for them. 

Participant B recalled that in the early part of their courtship, her future husband 

would take her out to nice dirmers and a glass of wine, and she enjoyed being wined and 

dined. They also spent a lot of time hiking up in the mountains, especially the mountains 

in the Gates Pass area, a favorite place, and just going out into the desert and walking and 

finding a place to sit down and contemplate the world. They did not attend church 

together, but she took him to family gatherings, although not on the reservation. 

Participant B felt he did not really try to fit in and people would not invite people they 

expected him to attend events. Participant B also took him to special ceremonies earlier 

and it did not work because he did not have an understanding of their culture and what he 

saw on the surface did not make him feel comfortable, so he preferred to stay away. 

Reaction from Participant B's Family 

Participant B believes her husband would say that her family did not like him at first, 

but she believes it had to do more with that he was an outsider; a non-Indian, and 
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especially a non-Hopi. For her family, it was more important that they would accept 

whoever she wanted, but they wanted to make sure that he was accepting of them. 

Participant B thinks that her husband has ever really felt real comfortable with her family 

or their relationship with him. Participant B explained that, in Hopi culture, there are 

expectations of a male in-bond through marriage, that neither he nor she really could 

accommodate and she believes that was kind of a key factor, and the whole philosophy of 

Hopi marriage is that the husband is a stranger to the woman's family and in her home. 

In Hopi culture, everything belongs to the female, including the children, and it is very 

supportive of the economic household and that was not his family background. With so 

many differences it affected his feelings about her family, and it did not matter that her 

parents had accepted him. Participant B felt this has never really been clear to him. 

Participant B stated her husband's family liked her and she attended many of their 

family gatherings. She remembered after years of steady dating and his traveling to 

Tucson to be with her, his family became very curious. It was at least a couple of years 

before she really became a common person he talked about, because he had always been 

traveling and transient, so his relationships were the same. When she became a kind of 

focal point in his life, their relationship became intriguing to them. 

Marriage Ceremony 

Participant B stated their marriage ceremony was a very private affair. It was 

involved only Participant B and "A" and it took them about two years to really decide if 

they would marry because they would commit to marrying one moment and then change 

their minds the next. Participant B finally decided she was ready to have children and 
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had known him for six years at this point. She was 28 years old and discovered she was 

pregnant and that of made the commitment necessary on paper, primarily for our 

families* sake, more so than for them. Participant B stated they were pretty content to 

just be committed without the ritual. In order to avoid causing either of their families the 

burden of spending money on traveling to the ceremony, they decided to just have a 

simple ceremony at the county courthouse in Chicago, then had a nice diimer in 

downtown Chicago. Afterwards, they went to his family, announced their marriage, and 

her new in-laws took them out for a celebration dinner. Participant B believes it did not 

help his relationship with her family after they did this because her family was unable to 

prepare a wedding dinner or anything of the sort. 

Participant B thought that the ceremony was kind of hokey and they do not have 

photos of it either. It was something that was done, but the experience was very weird 

for both of them, the ceremony feeling foreign as well. She remembered that "A" 

shopped and bought her the dress for the ceremony and it was a regular dress, but she still 

has it. 

Children. Religion and Spirituality 

Participant B's husband "A" was baptized a Catholic but is not a practicing Catholic. 

She is Hopi and was raised in more of a moral and ethical manner, rather than a spiritual 

one, with values that have guided her throughout her life. She is using this manner to 

raise her children, espousing personal experiences and values to their children, such as 

honesty, integrity and self-worth to counter outside influences. Regarding the spiritual or 
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religious influence at home, both she and her husband really stress in their children to be 

good people, to have integrity, have moral and ethical values. 

Participant B's children are of mixed blood, being half Hopi, a quarter Sicilian and a 

quarter Irish. They are all registered as members of the Hopi tribe. They recognize their 

different blood lines, but they identify particularly as Hopi. While they recognize their 

Sicilian influence because of their last name, their father knows very little about his 

Sicilian or Irish heritage, so their knowledge is very limited. The children look very 

much like Native American children and because Participant B is so immersed in her 

culture, in her doctoral program and in her life, that influences them a great deal. They 

see themselves as Hopi, even though, often times they may not even acknowledge it to 

themselves, or to anyone else. 

Participant B's children only speak English and she stated she unfortunately did not 

teach them the Hopi language. She pointed to her own modeling, that she did not speak 

Hopi during most of her adult life and that is why she is not a fluent speaker. However, 

she does talk to them about the value of being bilingual and that it is an advantage to have 

a different world view. Participant B hopes that they will decide for themselves the value 

of a second language and will come to some decision about it. 

Participant B has seen her children face barriers or challenges because of their 

cultural identity. In many respects, the children themselves have not had to confront it 

because they have lived a sheltered life and it is fortunate for them to be in schools with 

many diverse cultures, so it is not so blatant. The oldest child, a girl, has already had 

several experiences, beginning in high school, where a teacher questioned her presence in 
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the gifted students program. Participant B stated that her second child, a son, is already 

experiencing some things that have hurt him as well. 

Participant B's husband "A" has also observed how his children have been treated in 

numerous situations with the outside word because of how they look. She thinks he has 

become sensitized to challenges and barriers because of their ethnicity and outward 

appearance. Participant B thinks it has been a very hard thing for "A" to see because it is 

something that is being directed at their children, who have no say in it. They have also 

encountered experiences from their own tribal community because they are considered 

outsiders when they go out to the reservation and their mannerisms are different. 

Participant B stated this happens to her as well. These are challenges she believes have 

occurred to them because they are right in the middle of two worlds and we get a lot of 

reaction from both sides of those worlds. She is teaching her children to deal with these 

experiences and that will only strengthen them as a family, as well as their own identities. 

Participant B also thinks her husband has really learned a lot regarding their treatment 

from mainstream American towards her and the children, in terms of cultural awareness. 

In terms of teaching their children religion or spirituality. Participant B felt it difficult 

to explain. When they first married and had their first baby, they decided one of them 

would stay at home to raise the child. She was a teacher and he was a worker by trade, in 

the steel mills, but he was also a carpenter. "A's" memories of growing up at home were 

his parents were always working and he wanted someone to be at home with their child. 

As a teacher. Participant B would be at home at night, on weekends, and during holidays, 

such as Christmas and then the summer months. Therefore, they made the conscious 
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decision that "A" would stay at home and he became an at-home father, and took care of 

their first-bom while she went to work. "A" presently is a self-employed landlord so he 

continues to be at home for quite a bit of time and in many ways. Participant B feels they 

are a very unconventional family, with her leaving for work and now she is the one that 

travels. But it is a good arrangement and it works out best for their family, although they 

must balance their life, conflicts and all. The important thing is that they are both present 

for their children. 

Family Time 

Participant B stated one of the most important things they do as a family is eating 

dinner together. Sometimes they go out to diimer, but it is the time spent together that is 

important. They made trips to Durango, Colorado, where they spent about three months 

at a time there. Later the trips were cut down to about three weeks and now, usually just 

the two younger children and their father travel there for about a week or ten days during 

the summer. They spend Christmas together, but now that the children are older and 

venturing out on their own. Participant B wants to have some traditions established as a 

family, so that is a main goal for her. 

Participant B has always made certain that her children know about their Hopi 

culture. They have spent summers with their grandmother and have participated in tribal 

events and ceremonies. Participant B's husband never really attended any of those 

ceremonies. "A" chooses not to and that is fine with Participant B. So many of these 

things are attended by Participant B and the children or with their grandmother. 
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Participant B's husband does not attend any religious services, so it is not applicable to 

the children. 

Health and Medicine 

Participant B stated she uses modem medicine for herself and her family. She has 

also visited the Hopi medicine men because that is based on a belief system and the 

person believes in it, it will work for them. Her mother will take her to them because she 

knows them. Participant B has also taken her children, but on an infrequent basis. She 

and "A" try to keep the children as healthy as possible. For major health crises, they have 

used modem medicine because it is what is most available to them. Participant stated she 

does use the same kind of home remedies that her mother showed her and she will bring 

special herbs when she visits. Participant B stated that she also uses quite a bit of herbs 

for her own personal sense of ritual that the children are as yet unfamiliar with, but this is 

all taken in moderation. 

Identifying Herself 

Participant B definitely sees herself as a Hopi. She regards herself as a person who is 

functional for the mainstream as well, but is Hopi first and Native American second. She 

is an enrolled member of the Hopi tribe, but even saying that is not quite as important as 

knowing herself to be Hopi. She believes the enrollment numbers only suffice for 

guaranteeing federal services of any sort of, away from the reservation. Being a 

registered tribal member is not as important as it is for her children to be recognized by 

their clan and community as Hopi. She stated the enrollment was a "pain in the butt"^ and 

' Pardcipant B's Interview, p. 17 
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it was subject to a history of manipulation by the federal government. It took her ten 

years before her children were recognized Hopi and enrolled because the enrollment 

policy that was in place in the Hopi Constitution had been written by a non-Indian or a 

non-Hopi person and Hopi is a matrilineal society. In such a society, the children are 

bom into the mother's clan and therefore, are Hopi immediately from birth, but the policy 

and the Constitution again, written by a non-Indian, coming from a patrilineal society, 

made the father the determining bloodline. Since her children's father was not Hopi, they 

were denied enrolhnent membership until a referendum was passed by the Hopi people 

ten years later, under a new chairman, who made it a priority and then they were allowed 

to become enrolled member. Participant B added that today's federal policy recognizes 

the tribal guideline that either father or mother can be Hopi, in order to for their children 

to be identified and enrolled as Hopi members, but the person must have at least one-

quarter Hopi blood. 

It is important for Participant B that her children be exposed to the Hopi way of life 

and to a Native American identity in the mainstream. She wants them to be very much 

aware of their cultural heritage and to see it as an advantage because they are placed into 

two worldviews and they have double restraint. She wants them to be more open-minded 

and have more experiences as a result, in order to better articulate human experiences 

from that vantage point 

Participant B believes that she was destined to marry a non-Indian and think that she 

unconsciously pursued this objective in some manner. To be married to a Hopi person is 

a tremendous responsibility and she does not think she was destined or was ever prepared 
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to do that because does not think that her self-confidence would have ever been 

developed as fully as it is now and she now has a different purpose. She would like to see 

her children become involved, with their Hopi culture as well and would like to have 

grandchildren who are more Indian in blood quantum, but that is really not for her to say. 

Participant B stated she will support her children in their choice of partners, but at the 

same time, it becomes more impossible when I see them become more a part of 

mainstream society and she cannot expose them to places where they can meet other 

Indian peers. Participant B believes this is just the way that things happen and it causes 

her to be more aware of their Hopi-ness, compared to people who are Hopi and live on 

the reservation. She feels that they take it for granted so, maybe in the long run it will 

work out for her children. 
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Case Study of Participant C 

Participant C is a Mexican-American woman, bom in Tucson, Arizona in 1958, at St. 

Mary's Hospital. At the time of her interview, she was approximately 43 years of age. 

She is the fourth child of ten brothers and sisters. 

Memories of Childhood 

Participant C stated she is very close to both her parents. She told of an encounter she 

had with her father back in February of 1993. They were having some communication 

problems and she remembered he said something very harsh to her and she left his home 

crying because he had never spoken to her that way before. Her mother was witness to 

what had happened and spoke to her father. Her mother apparently told him that if he 

intended to have any kind of a relationship with his daughter, he better make amends. So 

he showed up at Participant C's doorstep, crying, and Participant C stated she blamed 

herself for his emotional condition and immediately apologized if she had offended or 

hurt him. She stated he continued to cry like a baby and she had never seen him do this 

before. They made up and were fine after that incident. The following Wednesday, he 

had a seizure and was diagnosed with a brain tumor that would eventually take his life 

about four years later. 

Participant C remembered that in the summertime, when her father did not have any 

work, her parents would take ail the children to the Bakersfield area and they would all 

work in the migrant produce, where they worked very long hours in the fields. Her father 

wanted them to appreciate the value of a dollar, but also to leam the value of hard work 

how to work together as a team. She stated that being a child during this time, she 
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thought it was all a game and although they woriced hard, she and her siblings had fim. 

Participant C stated she did not resent her parents for making them work in that 

environment because it taught her about work ethics. 

Participant C also remembered being responsible for two of her younger brothers 

such as babysitting and bathing them, and did other things her mother instructed her to do 

for the babies. She also remembered helping her mother in the kitchen and with baking 

treats for the family. She also helped her mother with the grocery shopping and would 

talk to the grocery store staff for her mother because her mother was a very shy person. 

Relationship with Parents 

Participant C stated her relationship with her mother has always been a tenuous one, 

perhaps because they are so similar and her mother raised her to be very responsible for 

many of her siblings at a very young age. As a result, they would wind up clashing 

because they wanted to each take charge of a situation and this caused many difficult 

moments for them and their family. After her father died. Participant C stated she felt she 

did not know her mother. She knew her as a mother and as a caregiver to her and her 

siblings, and her father, but she did not really know her mother on a more personal level. 

Participant C stated it has been a long and challenging relationship, and it did not help 

matters when Participant C became ill and suffered from a long depression. As she began 

to heal, she discovered she has an incredible mother and believes that, although they may 

never be truly close, they are each other's best friend. They now have a wonderful, 

loving, vivacious, humorous, prayerful relationship and for that she is very grateful. 
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Participant C stated her relationship with her father became stronger and more loving 

after he was diagnosed with a brain tumor. She spent a lot of time with him and helped 

her mother with his medical and personal needs. She made sure both he and her mother 

spent time away from each other so they could forget a little of his illness and was with 

him until he passed away in his hospital bed. Participant C stated she also learned the 

power of prayer and this helped her conununicate even further with him because he was a 

devout Catholic and loved the Virgen de Guadalupe with all his heart. Her ability to pray 

became so strong and powerful for her that she was able to carry many of the emotional 

burdens of his illness on to herself, which may have caused her well-being in the end. 

When her became too ill to pray by himself, she helped him to do so and it gave him 

great comfort. 

Participant C stated that because her parents had placed such tremendous 

responsibilities upon her as a youngster and into her teen years regarding the care of her 

younger brothers and sisters, her social life, such as dating in high school, suffered. Her 

parents were very strict about the girls dating. However, they relaxed the rules 

considerably for the boys. Participant C stated she regretted not being allowed to date 

while in school and for a long time did not know what it was like to have a boyfriend. 

When she went away to college, the relationships she had with the opposite sex were 

difBcult because she had certain expectations of the males she dated, but she was also 

very vulnerable and innocent regarding the whole relationship process. She recalled a 

time when she had come home for the holidays and a boy, whom she had a crush on for 

many years asked her out. Her parents said no and she was very upset with them and 
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remembered she begged her mother to convince her father to let her go out, but her 

mother said no to that. Participant C stated she finally confronted her parents and told 

them she and her sisters were more than old enough to begin dating. She felt very 

strongly about this and had she not done so, she and her sisters probably would not have 

dated at all. She and her parents worked everything out and she began dating at age 19. 

Participant C stated her father had a steady job as a laborer in construction and he 

worked with asphalt and built everything fix)m roads to bridges. Because he had such a 

large family, her father found other means of earning an income and one way was to go 

to the swap meet in Nogales, Arizona. Her father would specialize in tools, bicycles and 

tires, and her mother would specialize in children's clothes. They would leave on 

Satiu-day morning, and woke up about four in the morning. Participant C stated kids had 

to be ready to go by six so they could head towards the border and they did this for many 

years. Once there, they would split up the children and her mother would take one or two 

children with her to help her set up and sell. Participant B stated this early training in 

clothes selling helped her become the savvy bargain shopper she is today. To this day 

she sets up yard sales and is very proud that she learned her skills firom her mother. 

Participant C remembered her mother telling her that it would not do any good for a 

person to be beautiful or handsome on the outside, if the person was not willing to take 

and grow and leam about caring and developing a beautiful intellect. Participant C 

admitted that it did feel good when her mother told her that she was pretty 

Participant C stated her father's greatest source of pride was his family. He was not 

educated and spoke very little English, yet through it all, he always maintained his 



74 

dignity and worked hard to support his family because it was what he expected of 

himself. His illness made her change in many ways. For example. Participant C stated 

she is no longer as judgmental towards others as she used to be. She is also learning to 

take one day at a time and to appreciate her life and loved ones. 

Participant C thinks that she resembles her father's mother and she takes after him in 

many ways, such as her being close to her parents and some of her siblings and her father 

was the same way with his parents and brothers and sisters. She thinks she resembles her 

mother as well, in terms of their characters. 

Employment 

Participant C stated she began working part-time at age fourteen and when she was in 

college full-time, she would work 20 to 25 hours a week. Her parents had mixed feelings 

about this and it was also the time of the seventies and Participant C stated there was the 

philosophy that females were barefoot and pregnant in the kitchen. However, Participant 

C felt very lucky to have parents that felt that their children should have an education, as 

compared to their little educational experience and she was happy to oblige her parents in 

this matter. 

Participant C added that her earlier working experience as a child helped her develop 

her sense of purpose. She remembered picking crops of peaches and potatoes and that 

the potatoes were very smelly. Her mother would wrap a large belt around her waist that 

had two hooks on the front where the potato bag hooked and then she would squat over 

with her legs open, dragging the bag, as she went through the vines and place the potatoes 
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into the bag. Participant C stated she remembered that experience so clearly she does not 

ever want to pick potatoes again for the rest of her life. 

Participant C stated she presently works full time as a special education teacher, 

working primarily with learning disabled students. She teaches a math class and two 

social sciences classes. She also teaches vocabulary materials and most of her students 

are Hispanic males ranging from fourteen to eighteen years of age, with varying learning 

and social problems. 

Participant C stated she has never been one to seek a title or recognition because she 

does not need them and is satisfied with herself and does not feel she has to be placed on 

top of a totem pole. She stated she gets very embarrassed and shy about those things. 

She believes in human dignity and respect for people's rights and is very vocal about that, 

which she admits that at times her words and actions have gotten her in "hot water."^ She 

would like to be more of an active educator or a union member, but stated it takes a lot of 

time and energy and at this point, she's working at preserving her own mentality at this 

point, and wants to keep doing her job, working full time and getting through her duties. 

Discrimination 

Participant C does not remember whether her parents faced any discrimination 

because of their ethnicity. She explained that because they were so humble, they would 

not have known what racism was if it had been used against them, since they were very 

accepting of everything. 

^ Participant C's Interview, p. 12 
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Participant C stated her father's bosses were all white. Her initial exposure to Anglo 

people was through doing work for them, such as cleaning their yard or when she visited 

an Anglo girl friend at their home. Participant C did not think her parents were racists or 

prejudiced against white people and they taught her to always be respectful of others and 

to expect the same in return. 

Relationship with Brothers and Sisters 

Participant C has ten brothers and sisters, five boys and five girls and she is the fourth 

in line. Three brothers and four sisters live in Tucson and two brothers and one sister 

live in San Diego. Participant C stated she is not close to all her siblings and this is 

because they have different characters. She does not feel she needs to have them have a 

relationship with her either. She stated this is something she has learned to live with and 

she likes all her siblings for the most part. 

Participant C remembered Sundays were special because it was the kids' weekend. 

When Saturday came, they would get up early to watch cartoons with their cereal. As 

soon as she got up, their mother would give them orders for chores. She was like the 

general and the kids were the troops. In the morning, the girls took care of the laundry, 

washing the sheets, and things that dealt with being inside the house. The boys worked 

outside with her father. They worked on the yard or the family vehicles. On Sunday 

mornings, they would all get up and go to church. After church, they would go home, 

have their breakfast and then her father would take them out somewhere. Her father 

always took them someplace, like the park and they had a cookout Participant C stated 

she loved that Sunday was the family's day. 
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Relationship with Grandparents 

Participant C stated she knows very little about her maternal grandparents, although 

she knows both their names. She knew her grandmother was a hard worker and that she 

had nine children. She stated her maternal grandfather was a very selfish man and abused 

her grandmother emotionally and bossed her around. Regarding her paternal 

grandparents, she also knew their names. Her grandfather was s a violinist and when he 

was young, used to hunt for the Agave plant that grows in the Sonoran desert. He would 

make shoes from the plant and used the rubber for the soles. During the Pancho Villa era 

her grandfather played for Villa himself when he and his troops came to the region. 

Participant C stated her paternal grandfather was very caring and things were well 

between him and Participant C's father. When her father became ill, he was able to 

endure a long arduous journey to spend time with his son. Her grandfather died three 

months before her father. Her paternal grandmother was a very cold and distant woman. 

She got pregnant early in her teens and suffered from severe depression and her health 

was poor. Participant C also remembered she was a "grumpy old woman"^ and did not 

have any fond memories of her. 

Participant C stated has met more of her father's family, who live in Mexico and has 

either traveled to visit with them or they have come to Tucson to visit his immediate 

family. She stated they are very warm and kind people and they have the mentaUty that 

Americans have it made and that they do not work as hard. Participant C stated she likes 

to prove them wrong, but other than that, feels that they have a good relationship. 

* Paitictpant C's Interview, p. 8 
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Participant C has strong feelings about how the women in Mexico are treated and feels 

that she would have joined the revolutionaries because she does not understand why they 

are treated in such a manner. She was also able to see that, despite her parents* 

background and the way they were raised back in Mexico, they had different ways of 

raising her and her siblings, although they still maintained some traditional ways. 

The Family's Language 

Participant C stated she understands Spanish because as a child, her mother would 

giver her instructions or talks to her about household and childrearing matters. She 

conceded she spoke very poor Spanish when she was growing up. Her first language was 

English and Spanish was her second language because she and her brothers and sisters all 

spoke English at school. Participant C stated that learning Spanish has been an ongoing 

effort of her and wants to expand her knowledge and learn better Spanish. She stated she 

used both English and Spanish to speak with her father when she was growing up 

Participant C stated she presently feels comfortable speaking both languages 

Religion and Spirituality 

Participant C's parents raised her as a Roman Catholic. She believes her faith has 

played an enormous role in her life. As a child and young adult, she attended St. 

Margaret's Church. Religion was always a priority at home. It wasn't a charismatic and 

obsessive religion. It was very soft and kind and loving and it has always been a part of 

Participant C's life and always will be and she cannot see her life without it. 
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Education 

Participant C attended Manzo Elementary, two blocks from her home. Most of the 

teachers were white, very few were not white teachers. She attended elementary, middle 

school and all of Junior High, which was John Springs, in their neighbortiood. She then 

went to Tucson High School, and so did all her brothers and sisters. She attended NAU 

in Flagstaff, then transferred to another university in Greensboro, Colorado. Participant C 

stated when she graduated from high school, she knew that if she was going to see the 

world she would have to do it herself. It was not easy, but her parents eventually signed 

the necessary paperwork and her older sister helped convince them to sign. She stated 

she was grateful to this sister for a very long time. 

Participant C was married at age twenty-one, but was able to finish her undergraduate 

degree. She is still in the process of finishing her masters in guidance counseling and is 

four classes short of completing the program. However, due to her health she has not 

been able to continue. 

Discrimination 

Participant C remembered a high school English teacher, who was white, insulted her 

regarding her English writing skills. He asked her, in firont of other students in class, if 

she plaimed on attending college. When she replied yes she was, he laughed out loud and 

said not at the rate she was going. She decided she was going to show him she would go 

on to college and finish. She also remembered running into him about five years later 

and he asked her what she was doing and when she told him she was teaching at Tucson 
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High School, "he was flabbergasted."^ Participant C stated it was a nice moment for her 

and was able to get a little revenge at that point. 

School Activities 

Participant C was a cheerleader in junior high school. She also played the violin for 

seven years, but stated she was not very good. She was in track her senior year of high 

school, but she stated she really was not a good athlete. She likes to sing and nowadays 

sings and records with her family. She feels blessed that her son is a very gifted musician 

and they can share love of music. 

Leaving Home and Meeting Future Husband 

Participant stated after high school, she went to Nicaragua, the northern region of 

Managua and participated in a program similar to the Peace Corps, called, "Amigos de 

las Americas."'® That is where she met her future husband. She was 19 at the time. Her 

future spouse "B" who is Anglo, had gone to Uruguay the year before and they metin 

Managua. They began writing each other as friends. She remembered the first time she 

met him, he was very skinny and his clothes did not match and she felt badly for him. 

She soon found out that they had a common family life because they both grew up poor 

and came from a large family. He was 18 at the time of their first meeting and is eight 

months younger than Participant C. For a while, she felt she was a "cradle snatcher."'' 

' Paitictpant C*s Interview, p. 11 
Paiticipant C's Interview, p. 13 

" Paiticipant C's Interview, p. 13 
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Courtship 

Participant C stated she needed time to develop their relationship into something 

more serious, but "B" believes it was love at first sight for him. They met in July of 1976 

and they wrote constantly to one another. She wrote to other people as well, sometimes 

using the same format for her letters. But '*B" thought she had written the letter only to 

him and he really like that. By the end of her second semester of college, she knew it 

was serious and they committed to one another. The following fall, when her oldest 

brother was getting married, "B" proposed and it was a three-year engagement. 

Participant C stated she enjoyed "B's" company and liked his manner. The two other 

guys she had previously dated were snobs in her opinion, and she never cared for that 

attitude. One was Mexican and in the Air force Academy and looked handsome in his 

uniform. The other was Anglo and had no redeeming qualities from her recollection. 

Marriage, Children, Religion and Spirituality 

Participant C stated they have been married for 21 years and they have two children, 

one boy and one girl, ages 20 and 13, respectively. Participant C's oldest child, a son, 

was bom in Greeley, Colorado and her daughter was bom in Tucson. "B's" father is 

from Wyoming and his mother is from Iowa. 

Participant C stated she is raising their children as Roman Catholics because she was 

married in the Roman Catholic religion and was raised as a Roman Catholic and she 

made a promise that she would raise her children within the same faith. She will 

continue to instruct them until they leave home. Once they leave home it is their choice 

to continue with their faith or not. 
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Participant C stated her daughter, who looks very white, and has blond hair, says that 

she is Mexican. Her son, however, who has her coloring, but looks identical to his father, 

says he is white. Participant C stated that in this matter, they probably identify with 

whatever makes them feel more comfortable. Both have been raised with the Mexican 

culture and they accept their cultures. However, when they visit their father's family in 

Denver, they revert to the mid-western ways, including using only English. Her husband 

is not very supportive about this because he changes when he is with his family. 

Participant C stated that, when they are at home, the children are much immersed in the 

Mexican culture, with the language, the religion, and the music. She is pleased to see that 

they do well with all nationalities and they accommodate to any situation. 

Participant C celebrates the Virgen de Guadalupe because her father held her in very 

high regard. Her mother also does the rosary or a mass and a dinner on her day in 

December. Most of their families gather at her mother's home for Easter and Christmas. 

Participant C stated since her mother did not have any traditions to bring from her family, 

she created her own when she married. Participant C stated she and her siblings continue 

those traditions her mother started when they were children. They celebrate Father's and 

Mother's Day and even started a Kid's Day. 

Participant C stated one of the most important celebrations is that of the daughter's 

quinceaiiera or the Roman Catholic celebration when an Hispanic girl turns fifteen. 

Participant C had one and her daughter will have one as well. She would like her 

daughter to wear her dress, the same crown and floral bouquet she used for her 

celebration. Participant C stated she wants her daughter to understand the significance of 
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this event and leam that it is a personal growth with God and the time to know who she is 

and what she has to offer to society. 

Participant C stated she was married in Tucson at St. Margaret's Church. The 

wedding invitations were in Spanish and "B's" parents were not pleased with that, but 

Participant C stated because they did not contribute money to their wedding, they felt 

they had the final decision on this. Participant C stated that getting married in this church 

was important to her because she had been baptized there and had also celebrated her 

First Holy Communion. She also did her Confirmation, all ceremonies which had been 

done by the same priest. He will also be doing her daughter's quinceafiera and this 

carries special significance for Participant C. She stated her husband shares similar 

religious rituals, but he does not understand her relationship with the saints, nor their 

significance. Regarding their children's religious instruction, both parents do this, but 

Participant C stated she pushes the religion. 

Language 

Participant C stated because she spoke English first, she insisted her children speak 

English very well. They tried the bilingual education program with her son when he was 

in elementary school, but he was unable to converse in either language, so he was taken 

out of that program. As a result, learning Spanish has been a gradual learning process for 

both children. Participant C stated her husband "B" is bilingual and hopes that her 

children will continue to study the language. 
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Relationship with the In-Laws 

Participant C stated '3's" family did not like her at first. Although they did not 

actually say anything, at the time of their engagement announcement, she could see the 

disapproval in their faces and she left their home crying. She firmly believed it was a 

racial thing because when "B" was dating her, his mother apparently said that she better 

light-skinned. Their first years of marriage were difBcult with her in-laws, but they love 

their grandkids and enjoy their time with her parents as well when they visit. Participant 

C stated her in-laws are Lutheran, while her parents are Roman Catholic. Participant C 

stated she did not feel their faiths caused any discomfort between the two families, 

although Catholics have saints and Lutherans do not. But other than communion and 

wine, the celebration is still the same. 

Location of Home 

Participant C stated they live in Tucson, close to her mother's house. She likes her 

neighborhood and it does not resemble her childhood home in the barrio. It is a middle, 

upper-class neighborhood and their neighbors are mostly professionals. They have a 

diverse ethnicity in the neighborhood, compared to the barrio, which has mostly Mexican 

families. Participant C admitted she does not really know any of her neighbors because 

she is so busy with her family and her job. 

Health and Medicine 

Participant C stated she uses conventional medicines and doctors for herself and her 

family. Occasionally she will use one other mother's home remedies. 
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Identifying Herself 

Participant C stated she sees herself as a Mexican because she was raised as a 

Mexican. She also stated that because she was introduced to American history and she 

was bom and raised in the United States, she is also very proud to be an American. She 

recalled a time when she traveled to Germany for a year while she taught the military 

children, and she felt enormous discrimination towards Americans there and feels very 

proud to be a Mexican-American. Although she is light-skinned and has been mistaken 

for white, she will make it clear that she is not. However, because she is married to a 

white man and has children who are half white, she has never been inclined to dye her 

hair blond or start wearing clothing to resemble an Anglo person. 
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Case Study for Participant D 

Participant D was bora in Casa Grande, in 1973, and was approximately 23 years old 

at the time of this interview. She is of Mexican and Indigenous ancestry and identifies 

herself as a mestiza. 

Present Relationship with Parents 

Participant D stated she was very close to her parents and it is hard for her at this 

time, not to be able to see them as often as she would like, but they remain close. They 

have always been a very tight-knit family, but she is especially close to her mother. 

Participant D believed she resembles her mother in personality, but she admitted her 

siblings resemble their mother as well, and they all try to follow her example because she 

was a good teacher in that respect.. 

Relationship with Brothers and Sisters 

Participant D stated she is very close to her two younger sisters and older brother. Her 

brother presently lives in San Francisco, so she does not get to see him very often. He 

went to Berkeley and he never came home. Her other sisters live near their parents. 

Memories of Childhood 

Participant D remembered her father was the primary supporter for the family, unless 

she was 16 years old and her mother stayed home to be with their children. Her mother 

would do odd job to help make ends meet and make a little money. For example, she 

would balance people's checkbooks in the neighboriiood or she would baby-sit a couple 

of the neighborhood kids. Her father went through different positions during different 
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stages of his life. He had done civil drafting, engineering. He also did police woric and 

private investigating and designing-drafting on his OAvn. He worked as a security guard. 

Because her father spent so much time working outside the home. Participant D spent 

more time with her mom, especially when she was at home. It was a wonderful feeling to 

know she was there. Once Participant D turned 16, her mother went back to working 

full-time. Participant D understood it was necessary for her mother to do this. 

Participant D has fond memories of spending time with her mother, especially when 

were in the kitchen, cooking. Although she was not a good cook. Participant D looked 

forward to those moments because her mom taught her about cooking and they also 

spoke about other things. Her mother was also very focused when she cooked and it was 

a quiet time that they shared together. When Participant D's grandmother passed away, 

this time with her mother meant talking more about family and memories and about their 

history and they became used to this time and looked forward to it. 

Participant D remembered a significant sad moment in her life, as a child, was when 

her maternal grandfather passed away. He was 86 years old and he died at home. He 

was not taken to the hospital so they all got a chance to say goodbye to him. Participant 

D remembered her mother crying and knew this was a big event for the family. Her 

mother told them everything that was happening and they were there when the ambulance 

came and took his body, but thanks to her mother, they understood that these things 

happened in life. She remembered her father picking them up to take them home and 

while he drove, her mother sat on the passenger side and cried. Participant D also 
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remembered she had nightmares of her parents dying and this caused her great 

apprehension. 

Education 

Participant D was home-schooled by her mother when she was sixteen yeas of age 

and a sophomore in high school. She received her high school diploma and her mother 

had been her teacher and that was a wonderful thing. Her mother also home-school one 

of her younger sisters, but it did not work for the youngest sister so she went back to 

public school. Participant D's parents felt they had to do the home-schooling method 

because the high school in their area was not accredited and they had been sending their 

son to a private school in Phoenix and when it was time for Participant D to go to the 

same school, they could not afford the tuition. So she went back to public school in Casa 

Grande for a year and it was just too hard because her parents could not do the daily 

commute, as the gas was becoming to expensive at that rate. Participant D stated that 

when they talk about those times, it is funny because her mother now commutes 

everyday, down the same road and it is not such a big deal now that she has a full-time 

job. But during that time, finances were different and it was difficult for Participant D to 

stay and she her aunts and uncles, whom she loved and appreciated being able to be with 

them, but it was difficult all the same for her because at that time she was a teenager, and 

she could not understand the significance of doing this and did not enjoy the separation. 

Participant D stated her conmiunity of Maricopa has a population of3,500 and the 

Ak-Chin Indian Reservation is also nearby so the student population was made up of 

Mexican, Native and Anglo kids. There was a smaller number of Native kids and there 
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was not much interaction among the groups, except on the school bus if people knew one 

another or if they lived in the same neighborhood. Because the Native kids did not have 

their own schools on the reservation, they were bussed in to the Maricopa schools. There 

were Tohono O'odham and Akimel Indians. Participant D remembered the kids were 

very much separated, especially dtuing junior high because the students had to go to 

different classrooms for different subjects and they never stayed in one room for the 

entire class day. The students were divided according to academic achievement levels 

and there were accelerated classes for the above average students, and then classes for the 

average and below average kids. Participant D recalled the below average kids were 

either Native or Mexican. She remembered her brother telling her family there was a 

sixth grade teacher who was known to throw desks and chalk at kids and he made all the 

Mexican and Indian kids sit in the back because he had made comments about what was 

the point in educating them. Participant D eventually had this teacher in the sixth grade 

she remembered him making a comment that Mexicans were lazy and Indians were 

primarily drunkards. He made these statements to ten and 11 year old kids. Participant D 

remembered there was another teacher who owned a bar with her husband and she held a 

great deal of disdain for the clientele, which was primarily the Indians and the Mexicans 

who lived in town and she would tell the students that, as soon as they tumed 14, she 

would see them at her backdoor, begging for an illegal drink Participant D stated that 

because of these kinds of comments fix>m people with this type of behavior that made her 

want to be invisible when she was in school. 



90 

Participant D received her undergraduate degree and in 1998 finished her Master's 

degree in American Indian Studies. 

Discrimination 

Participant D stated her parents were always very honest with them about what they 

had gone through in their lives and she thinks that her parents were at a point where they 

just did not pay attention anymore to people who tried to make a racial statement against 

them. Whatever misfortunes or hardships the family faced, her mother always tried to 

make them understand that it was just a barrier and something that they would go through 

in life, but they would be okay and would overcome it. This advice helped when they 

were insulted directly or somebody made a statement or if they were mistreated because 

of their heritage. She remembered her mother telling her about the time when she 

worked as a secretary for an agricultural business in Maricopa. It was owned by white 

men and all of the people whom they employed to work in the fields, were Mexican and 

many times they hired illegal immigrants. Her mother was treated as if her ethnicity was 

invisible because they made comments or slurs and did not think that she heard them or 

that she would be sensitive to them. In fact, they would actually ask her to explain why 

the Mexican immigrants behaved in such a way. So that, in itself, was very difficult for 

her to deal with. 

Regarding her father. Participant D stated she did not know of anything specific, but 

added that in her father's eyes, things were racially motivated because of the fact that 

they are Mexican, or the same would apply if they had been Black. 
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Relationship with Grandparents 

Participant D stated both sets of grandparents are deceased at this time. She 

remembered both her maternal and paternal grandparents and knows their complete 

names. She was close to her maternal grandparents. They were bom in Chihuahua, 

Mexico. Her paternal grandfather was also bom in Chihuahua and her grandmother was 

bom in Texas. 

Participant D recalled a memory of a New Years day. Her mother is the youngest of 

11 and so they would all try to come together for family gatherings and be with their 

parents because they were quite a bit older. Participant D's mother was bom when her 

grandmother was 40 or 42 years old. She remembered the house was full of family and 

her uncles would play guitar and the accordian and the house was full of music and 

singing and her aunts and mother would be in the kitchen making tamales or empanadas. 

People would be everywhere in the house and all the kids would be running around and 

playing. 

Language 

Participant D stated she is not fluent in Spanish as most of the kids of her generation 

and her parents did not speak Spanish to them. Her grandparents did not speak English, 

so all the conmiimication that they had in the house was always in Spanish, but 

Participant D felt there was never any sense of not understanding what was h^pening. 

Participant D admitted she did not have full comprehension of what was being said all the 

time, but there was such a strong feeling of love, support and appreciation for one 

another, and that was always conveyed. Participant D stated the family spoke English at 
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home., and they did not speak Spanish until they went to kindergarten. Although they 

were more comfortable speaking in Spanish, that changed once they entered school and 

then they spoke English and her parents never tried to maintain the Spanish with them, 

although they were both bilingual. Her parents spoke Spanish to each other and with the 

other members of their extended family and especially with her because was all they 

spoke. Participant D stated she can respond and converse on a basic level in Spanish, but 

if she feels uncomfortable, she worries about it. Participant D has a love of writing and 

has maintained journals for most of her life where she writes her thoughts and feelings, 

poetry, and anything that affects her life. 

School Activities 

Participant D stated because her community was so small everybody felt compelled to 

participate in several events. As a result, she and her siblings participate in school plays 

and she was on the softball and volleyball teams when she was in seventh grade. She was 

also on the student council. She also played in the school bands and played the flute. 

Her brother played the trumpet and music had always played a big part in their family's 

life. 

Friendships 

Participant D remembered having the same friends since kindergarten because they 

were from a farming community, everybody went to the same schools up to high school 

and although she was home-taught when she was sixteen, she was still able to keep in 

touch with most of the same people. She had a very good friend who was half-Korean 

and she had friends that were either Mexican or Native American as well. They mostly 
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knew each other from the time they were very young because of their parents' livelihoods 

and the schools they attended. 

Employment 

Participant D stated her first job was woridng at a cotton gin where they weighed 

cotton bales and she cleaned the offices. She did work study when she was in college and 

was also a receptionist. She worked for the Peace Corps Office, and in her last year of her 

undergraduate program and her first year as a graduate student she worked for the 

YMC A, and did site management for an after school child care. She also worked at 

summer day camps. 

Leaving Home 

Participant D stated she was almost 18 when she left home to attend the University of 

Arizona and lived at the Resident's Hall in the Maricopa dorm. It was an emotional time 

for her, and she remembered crying through orientation, but once she started classes she 

did much better. She also had her family's support and encouragement and that made a 

difference. 

Location of Home 

Participant D stated she and her husband and children live with her husband's parents. 

She likes the neighborhood. They had been living on the east side of town before her 

husband, "E", has accepted into Harvard and it was then they moved to Boston. Once he 

finished, they returned to Tucson for financial reasons. Participant D stated her in-laws 

are very supportive and her husband is presently teaching, but has applied for another 

tearhing position in Casa Grande and they are waiting for that development. 
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Children, Religion and Spirituality 

Participant D stated she and her husband decided that one of them was to stay home 

with the children and that was big financial decision, because the second income would 

be missed at some point, but it would be the most financially rewarding. Her husband 27 

old, of Creek and Cherokee ancestry, and was bom in Oklahoma, and she is not certain at 

to the exact location. They have two young sons, ages three and nine months and they 

were both bom in Tucson. Participant D is the parent that has stayed at home with the 

children and "E" works outside the home as a teacher in one of the Tucson school 

districts. 

Participant D stated they are not raising the children in stmctured or organized 

religion, but they want to impart to the boys that there is a greater force, there is a 

Creator, a God, that influences and reaches to every part of their lives. Because they are 

so young. Participant D stated they are not able to identify themselves in a cultural 

identity. The oldest child is still learning about his needs and wants and the world around 

him, but Participant D stated he does have an understanding of pow-wows. He has his 

own outfit that his uncle made him. He also drums at the pow-wows. Participant D 

would also like him to begin understanding Spanish, her parents' language. Her father, 

especially expects them to impart a lot more on their children about their sense of being. 

For example, her father calls his grandsons "mis inditos" or "my little Indians."'̂  It is his 

way to try and impart that sense of culture both children in a positive way. Participant D 

added she does want them to say that they are Mexican, Cherokee, Creek, Jewish because 

Paiticipant D's Interview, p. 20 
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they are all those things and it is important that they understand these cultures because 

Participant D does not speak fluent Spanish and she is not a practicing Catholic, so those 

things will not be there for them. She wants to impress upon her children the importance 

of understanding their family and their history because that will build their perceptions 

about themselves. It is important for Participant D that her children especially know 

about ancestors because in her family they are spoken about with so much love that it 

would appear that they are still living and what a beautiful tribute that is for her family 

members 

Participant D expects her sons will be registered with their father's Cherokee tribe 

sometime soon. This is something they can do through the mail. The tribe only requires 

proof of enroll of the parent and that is all that is needed. Their father, "E" is registered 

with the Cherokee tribe in Oklahoma. 

Participant D stated they try to take their sons to pow-wows or special ceremonies 

when they are being held and they can attend. They also attend graduations or a wedding 

because they are things they can do together as a family. 

Participant D stated she attended services or events on her own when she was in her 

undergraduate program, but once she and G started dating they attended events together. 

Participant D felt that spirituality plays a very important role in their lives. She and her 

husband try very much to maintain a good relationship with the spirit world and they 

want to be able and that to their kids. She and her husband rely on it to preserve the 

strength in their marriage and for everything else they face together in the world. 
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On a personal level. Participant D tries to find time to meditate on her own, which can 

be very challenging since she has her two young sons. When she is able, she tries to 

sneak away and goes to the altar she made for the Virgin of Guadalupe and that is very 

important for her. She stated that even if she does not have time to sit down and pray to 

the Virgin, she tries to make time for herself, regardless of what she is going, even if it is 

five minutes. She will try to go outside, usually before she goes to bed or first thing in 

the morning, before the children wake up. She firmly believes her parents modeled this 

for her. She thinks that whether a person has a religion, organized or not, it is not nearly 

as significant as having relationship with a greater power, with all of the energy out there, 

all that the great Spirit makes possible in this world. 

Participant D would like her children to have this spiritual foundation and not just for 

their own well-being, but also because it is a big part of their having an understanding of 

their diverse cultures. It was very significant for Participant D when she went through 

both her pregnancies and their births. Having her relationship with the Virgin of 

Guadalupe has been very important for her and she wants her sons to understand this. 

Both boys have already had naming ceremonies and each has a Cherokee names as 

well as they birth names. They each have Cherokee names, as well their birth names. 

Both Participant D and "E" will assist the children in learning about their spirituality and 

it is especially important for the father that his sons know the Cherokee ceremony. But 

they also want them to know about their Mexican and Jewish traditions, many of which 

they both practice. 
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Marriage 

Participant D described their wedding ceremony as very meaningful. It was 

conducted by a justice of the peace, inside a St. Francis of Assisi Church, on the Ak-Chin 

Reservation in Maricopa. It was followed by a legal ceremony and then had a Cherokee 

ceremony outdoors, on the same grounds. Participant D wore a dress her one of her 

maternal aunts bad worn on her wedding day and it was all embroidered and was a long, 

full-length gown. Her aunt had done all the embroidery herself. This aunt was also very 

close to Participant D's mother so the gift of the dress was very emotional between the 

two sisters because this aunt did not have any daughters to pass on her dress and it meant 

a lot to Participant D when her aunt offered her dress. Participant D stated the wedding 

ceremony was made more special because they each came from such diverse 

backgrounds and they wanted to include everybody in their families. The only ceremony 

they did not have was the Jewish ceremony. "E's" mother is Jewish. Participant D 

admitted she was worried about her older relatives because they were asking if they 

would be having a Catholic ceremony. The ceremony has a lot of intricate details, and 

one aunt had already embroidered a pillow for the bride and groom to kneel on it at the 

altar. But everyone understood and accepted the ceremonies and although her family was 

surprised at first they were wonderfully supportive and were very open and receptive to 

their decision. 

Discrimination 

Participant D stated when she and "E" lived in Boston for a year while he attended 

Harvard they encountered some difficult things because of their heritages. They both felt 
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out of place and they were treated differently because of cultural backgrounds or perhaps 

it was because they came from Arizona and moving to Boston felt like going to a 

different planet. The atmosphere was completely different and they had a sense of being 

treated as if they were ignorant Participant D stated she felt that, because she stayed at 

home, that people thought she was not educated and she got that a lot and she would not 

say anything at that point, but it was very insulting for her, especially because she was 

working at the time. 

Finding the Right Marriage Partner 

Participant D met her husband in an English class at the University of Arizona, when 

they were undergraduate students and she was attracted to him because he was smart. 

They sat across the room from one another and she was frustrated because she felt there 

was no intelligent conversation going on and then he was talking and she noticed him and 

that he was attractive. Before long, they started sitting next to each other and talking and 

he would walk her out or to her car and eventually he asked her out and it was a year 

exactly before they married and were engaged for about three months after they began 

dating. 

Participant D stated during their dating and engagement, she and "E" went to some 

Cherokee ceremonies. She believed the moment they realized there was really something 

special between them was when she was working and was doing the after school camp, 

where the kids in her program invited her to one of their school events. "E" went with her 

and it was a lovely little play and the children were either singing or screaming and there 
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was just a lot of activity and she was happy to be sharing this with him then and forever. 

She wanted to have children with him and spend the rest of her life with him. 

Relationship with the In-Laws 

Participant D stated she felt very comfortable the first time she met her future in-laws. 

She stated it was funny because the semester when they met, she was an undergrad and 

she had just applied and been accepted into the Graduate Program in Indian Studies and 

she had not met his father, who was a faculty member in that department at that time. It 

was amusing to find out all the relationship connections later on. She wondered if she 

would have met "E" had she waited another semester or would they have run into each 

other eventually. "E" did not attend the American Indian Studies program because he was 

in the undergraduate program at the College of Education at the University of Arizona, 

then taught for a year and went to Harvard to their education program. Participant D 

stated her parents liked "E's" parents right away and felt comfortable with them and there 

were no "drag-out fights."'̂  

Health and Medicine 

Participant D stated she uses modem medicine and doctors for herself and her family, 

although she will usually try a home remedy first, if it is not a serious illness, then if it 

does not work, they will go to the doctor. However, things such as immunization are 

certainly taken care of by a doctor. Traditional home remedies came firom her mother 

and grandmother. Her grandmother had been a "curandera", a healer, so that tradition 

" Participant D's Interview, p. 25 
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passed down to her mother. This was all very much from her mother's side of the 

family. 

Participant D stated they have also used some traditional Indian practices for the 

children and for herself and there has not been a situation where they need to do a 

ceremony because the children are in good health, although they have used medicine men 

at specific times. Both her father-in-law and her husband have performed as such. 

Especially the time when their oldest had jaundice or yellow fever. They brought their 

son to their father-in-law and he applied ashes and said certain words and performed a 

type of ceremony over the oldest child. It had been a difScult labor and Participant D 

needed an emergency cesarean performed. Her first-bom's ordeal has therefore, played a 

very significant role for Participant D, in terms of her religion and spiritual beliefs. 

Identifying Herself 

Participant D identifies herself as a Mestiza because in her family they will say that 

they are Mexican, but sometimes her father will say they are Chicanos. For Participant D 

there is more of a political term connected when her father and his generation use the 

term Chicano. For Participant D, to identify as a Mestiza is to understand that she is of 

Hispanic heritage only, but that she knows who their indigenous ancestors were and she 

relates much better to that identification. Participant D added that it is it is important to 

retain cultural values and traditions and being able to continue them. She felt that 

sometimes today's society does not acknowledge women's roles in this demanding life. 

Participant remembered her mother's experiences with herself and her place in the 

family. She stated one of her sisters married a white man and these kinds of marriages 
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affect the continuance of traditions. It is a half and half situation, where there is a fifty 

percent risk that family traditions will be lost. It is not about whether couples in these 

marriages are not supportive or encouraging of nurturing, but when persons do come 

share the same experiences, they have to try harder to learn and appreciate them. For 

example. Participant D gave an example of when people say that they are going to 

celebrate Cinco de Mayo, but they really have no understanding of what it means or of 

what really is going on. For many it is just another celebration, a party, a reason to get 

drunk. 



102 

V. FINDINGS 

The findings will detennine if this student has located research that supports or does 

not support the following two theories: 

1. Social identity is a factor in each participant's cultural identity, in terms of 

knowledge and understanding of their family history, ancestry, language, 

traditions and practices, and 

2. Being a partner within an interracial marriage has affected each participant's 

preservation or maintenance of her family history, ancestry, language, traditions 

and practices, and, most importantly, her cultural identity. 

In addressing the first item, the definition of social identity, as provided by Dr. Thomas 

Fitzgerald stated that: 

Social identity has been defined as the general process by which an 
individual learns certain roles expected of him in specific social situations, 
in fact, equates social identities with the rights and duties associated with 
social positions. Identity in this sense helps to establish what and where a 
person is in social terms in any given situation. Hence, social identities vary 
to suit the social setting. (3). 

All four of the participants met the above definition of social identity. Each participant 

was introduced to her social identity through her parents. The parents' experiences 

associates them with their positions in society. By having knowledge of how their 

parents supported the family, and the roles of each member within the family, the 

participants gained an introduction to their initial social identities. For example. 

Participant A stated her father worked fiill time in construction and her mother was left in 

charge of running the household for twelve family members and coordinated trips to 

Nogales, Arizona, where the family would sell a variety of items for extra money. The 
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children, in turn, had chores designated to them when they were at home and given 

assignments when the family traveled to Nogales. Participant B stated her biological 

father was an accomplished carpenter and cabinetmaker on the Hopi reservation and her 

biological mother specialized in cooking for the family and was employed by the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs in a kitchen area, and later woriced as a housecleaner during her 

retirement years. Participant B's adoptive father was a firefighter, sheepherder and 

helped with the family cornfield on the Hopi reservation. After they moved to Winslow, 

Arizona, he worked for a bottling company and rose through the ranks and eventually 

became a good salesman where he had routes going to small towns and tribal 

communities on the Navajo and Hopi reservations. Participant B's adoptive mother was 

a nurse's aide and was a dorm supervisor for the Biureau of Indian Affairs, as well as a 

head cook. Participant B helped her adoptive parents, as a child, by performing as an 

assistant and observer in the weaving and cooking process. Participant C stated that her 

father was a laborer in construction, but the entire family also supplemented the family 

income by working in the produce fields of Bakersfield, California, along with migrant 

workers, and selling items at border town swap meets. Participant D stated her father 

was the primary supporter for the family, until she was sixteen. He did civil drafting, 

engineering, police work and private investigating and designing-drafting. Her mother 

helped bring in supplemental income by balancing checkbooks and baby-sitting for 

people living in their neighborhood. Participant D contributed to the family's income by 

woiidng before and during college and also provided money for herself while in school. 
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Dr. Fitzgerald made another observation that: 

Social identities, therefore, facilitate identity change; they open the 
individual to experiences that produce new identities, new sociad stances. Thus 
social identities may be said to imply change. (3). 

If that is the case, then again, the four participants meet the above observation. As 

described earlier, each participant recalled a situation from their lives that required a 

shifting of their behaviors and that was having the understanding of their parents' social 

identity, through the manner in which they supported their families. Each participant 

then shifted her behavior with each adaptation to new situation demands. For example, 

all four of the participants attended public education, and Participant D was actually 

home-schooled by her mother for a period of time. Each participant attended college and 

completed Bachelor's degrees. All four of the participants began a master's degree 

program with two of the four completing their programs, a third in the process of 

completing her program and the fourth delaying her program due to personal reasons. 

All four participants undertook another change in their environment, another shift in their 

behavior by earning their own money and supporting themselves and their families. 

Participant A works in real estate for a government office in San Diego, California. 

Participant B is a Program Coordinator, Sr. for a university department and has also 

taught undergraduate students. One of her main responsibilities is to develop workshops 

for students of elementary age. Participant C is a special education teacher for one of the 

larger school districts in Tucson, Arizona. Participant D worked in a cotton gin, 

weighing bales, cleaned ofiBces, was a receptionist and did site management for the 

YMCA. 
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Regarding cultural identity, all four participants displayed the kind of defined 

identities Dr Fitzgerald outlined below; 

Cultural identity, on the other hand, implies stability. Immediate 
situational interests are subordinated to more general goals that override 
the social situation. Cultural identity transcends situational adjustments 
and in doing so gives common meaning, stability, and predictability to the 
individual's behavior (Becker I960). (3). 

Participants B, C and D articulated stronger impressions of their cultural identity. They 

described several childhood memories with family and gave accounts of traditional 

celebrations and events within stable family environments. They may interact with 

persons who share similar cultures, work and lifestyle. Participants B, C and D are 

raising their children with a strong sense of family history and traditions. They practice, 

to a degree, the ways they were taught by their mothers and fathers for prayer and 

meditation. No matter how time-consiuning their professional and married lives may be, 

no matter how stressful a family or personal issue, all four participants communicated, in 

varying degrees, one or several examples of how the strength and bonds of their cultural 

identity kept them focused and kept them whole. They may be either childhood 

memories or memories from later life experiences within the household. All four 

participants recalled growing up within a certain community of people, that consisted of 

family, non-family and friends. For example. Participant B was bom on the Hopi 

Reservation. Her family and friends were Hopi and, as a child, went to schools where 

there were mostly Hopi and Navajo children. Her adoptive father was a sheepherder and 

grew com, which many Hopi raise for food and for sale. She and her brothers and sisters 

would help shear the sheep during spring. Her biological Hopi grandfather was a weaver 
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and he worked on a loom. In Hopi culture, the men are the weavers. Participant B has 

strong memories of the traditional clothes her grandfather would wear, the traditional 

Hopi colors of red, green and black. Her biological Hopi grandmother made baskets and 

quilts, which are also part of Hopi culture. 

Participant B left her home and community to go on to higher education and that is 

where she felt her cultural identity to be at its strongest and where it was most 

challenged. She works in an environment that welcomes her cultural identity and her 

experiences as a Hopi woman, teacher and professional. 

Participant C expressed her cultural identity based on memories of working with her 

parents and her brothers and sisters in the migrant fields of California and Marana, 

Arizona. She recalled the majority of the migrant workers were of Mexican nationality 

and Spanish was the dominant language spoken among the workers. As a child, she ran 

errands in the barrio neighborhood where the family businesses were owned by persons 

of Mexican ancestry and Spanish was the dominant language spoken between the owners 

and the customers. Participant C also remembers helping her mother, who spoke very 

little English, order and purchase the groceries from non-Spanish speaking merchants. 

She also learned, at an early age, that her father's bosses and employers were all Anglo, 

and the majority of the blue collar workers were of Mexican ancestry. Her father also 

taught her the importance of a higher education and she never forgot his words. When her 

father was dying of cancer, she prayed with him and for him in his language, Spanish, in 

order to bring him comfort She would remind him of past family events and 

celebrations. Participant C woiks in an environment where she interacts with young 
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people of Hispanic descent. She shares her experiences, when appropriate, and is trying 

to impress upon them the importance of knowing their culture and the value of higher 

education. 

Participant D has very strong ties to her Mexican and indigenous ancestry. She 

knows her parents' and grandparents' ancestral lineage and their birthplaces that were 

either in Chihuahua Mexico and Texas. Her memories include moments where family 

members cooked traditional foods for family celebrations, while others provided musical 

entertainment. She remembered speaking Spanish at an early age, as did the adults 

because Spanish was the dominant language as well. Participant C also has a very strong 

spiritual connection with the Virgen de Guadalupe, the patron saint of Mexico which was 

a part of her mother's life as well. She has a strong and loving relationship with both her 

parents and is raising her two children in the same manner. She maintains a close 

relationship with her siblings. Participant C has continued a family tradition by building 

an altar for the Virgen where she can pray and seek comfort during brief moments in her 

busy schedule as a full-time mother of two young children. 

Participant A's accounts were less constructive of specifics that the others were able 

to articulate. For example, while she clearly knows her parents are Mexicans, she is 

unfamiliar with much of their history before they arrived to Tucson. Her knowledge of 

family history regarding her extended family members, such as her grandparents, was 

more limited. For example, she was not familiar with her grandparents' full names or 

family origins, but she knew her parents loved them and sent money on a regular basis. 

Participant A was able to provide more substantial information within her immediate 
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family and the events that affected her life. She firmly identifies as a Latina and 

recognizes her Mexican ancestry through her parents, but she did not highlight special 

memories that recalled traditional family celebrations, although she stated she grew up in 

a household where the work ethic was strong and demanding and they did many things 

together, such as household chores and family outings on weekends and whenever 

possible. She remarked about her wedding ceremony and its modem, contemporary 

service versus a traditional Roman Catholic ceremony. Although her father spoke 

primarily in Spanish while she grew up at home, she is not fiuent in Spanish and she 

communicated to her father as best she could in English and in broken Spanish. 

Although she lives close to two of her brothers in San Diego, she spends more time with 

her husband's side of the family and their fiiends. She admits to being more 

**Americanized" and that her lifestyle is much more contemporary and less traditional 

than the way she was raised by her parents. 

We have three participants who are able to substantiate the definition of cultural 

identity to a high degree, while the fourth is unable to do so. However, all four 

participants were able to, "on the level of consciousness," are able to share an identity 

"when they self-consciously recognize themselves as sharing the same culture." 

Participant A's lackadaisical interpretation of her cultural identity is not uncommon. 

In the following quotation found in Blanca G. Silvestrini's "'The World We Enter When 

Claiming Rights'; Latinos and Their Quest for Culture'," provides another definition of 

cultural identity that presents another perspective to culture and identity: 

Culture gives us a sense of unity, of connectedness, a vision of our 
identity. The difficulty is trying to pinpoint what we mean by culture. It isn't 
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simply language, community, the arts, religion, history ... It is a little of each, 
and all at the same time. We all know what it is. but can't explain it. It makes 
us closer to our brothers and sisters; it makes us disregard the dififerences 
when it comes to the tough things of life; it's like a unity within the difference. 
(43) Emphasis added. 

However, based on Bloul and Friedman's observations. Participant A shows a "reflexive 

knowledge" of her culture and, therefore, a consciousness of her "differences and a 

degree of distanciation from" her original culture. She has created "a paradox for the 

ethnic claims" and has "markedly moved away from" her "culture of origin, which" she 

'̂ vants to 'keep' Participant A has made choices, therefore, of what she interprets as 

family traditions and practices. Her choices, as Bloul asserts: 

Depending on the perception of prejudices against one's group, the perception 
of disadvantages vis a vis some external groups(s) and also depend on an 
assessment of one's ground for action. (11). 

For example. Participant A stated while she was growing up she was not the perfect 

daughter and she would hurt her mother's feelings "because that's the way she was 

feeling at the time." She also felt her mother discriminated against the daughters and 

favored the sons. Her relationship with her father, however, was loving and he was 

supportive of the daughters. Regarding her life in the barrio, she was proud to be part of 

the barrio community and grew up within an Hispanic population, but she presently does 

not like to participate in "political" events and is very selective in terms of event 

participation and attend those that certain friends point out as having a message for 

Latinos. She stated she is materialist, like her father, and likes quality things, but also 

stated that she saves up to buy items. She is pursuing a teaching degree that will place 

her in a lower salary range than had she pursued a business degree, but stated she is 
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choosing a program that makes her happy because life is not money and she does not care 

whether her career does not make a lot of money. 

In the case Participants B and D, although they also share a degree of "distanciation" 

from their original culture. Participant B's family live in Winslow, Arizona and 

Participant D's parents live Maricopa, Arizona, they are much more familiar with their 

family traditions, ancestry, ceremonies and practices. Participant D is presently living 

close to her family in Tucson, Arizona and is also very familiar with family traditions, 

ancestry, and practices. Therefore, they also share what Bloul and Friedman considered 

"reflexive knowledge," however, they have markedly maintained close to, rather than 

moved away from their culture of origin, which they also wants to keep. 

Regarding the participants' level of proficiency with the dominant languages of the 

parents, all four acknowledged they were not fluent speakers of, in this case, the Spanish 

and Hopi languages, although they are able to understand conversations, read and 

communicate at a certain level. They all referred to their parents' languages as part of 

their cultural identities and stated they were continually learning more about them, in 

order to develop their use of said languages and hope their children will be able to leam 

and use them as well. They are all proud of their parents' languages and wish to preserve 

them as much as possible. It is, as Gloria Anzaldua states. 

Ethnic identity is twin skin to linguistic identity—^I am my language. 
Until I can take pride in my language. I cannot take pride in myself. (81). [...] 

They have their "voice; Indian, Spanish, white. I will have my serpent's 
tongue—my woman's voice, my sexual voice, my poet's voice. I will 
overcome the tradition of silence. (81). 
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Another item that all foiir participants shared was their concern for their children to 

preserve their cultural identity into their adulthood and into the next generation. For 

example. Participant A presently has no children, but wants to teach her children about 

their Mexican culture. She does not care if they are raised in either the Lutheran or 

Roman Catholic faith. She is not a fluent Spanish speaker, bur would like for her 

children to leam to speak the language. 

Participant B stated that her children recognize their mixed blood ancestry; however, 

their father knows very little about his family history and so the children are greatly 

influenced by their Hopi ancestry because Participant B is immersed in her Hopi culture. 

Participant B stated that her children only speak English, as she did not teach them Hopi 

since she did not speak it for most of her adult life. She has taught them the value and 

advantages of being bilingual and hopes that they will understand its significance as they 

become older. Participant B's children face challenges from their tribal community 

because they are seen as outsiders and they have experienced discrimination from the 

modem society because of their Indian ancestry. Participant B's children are being raised 

in a moral and ethical maimer, that incorporates their values and experiences, rather than 

practicing an organized religion. 

Participant C stated that her oldest son, identifies as being white, while her youngest 

daughter identifies herself to be Mexican. Participant C has raised them with the 

Mexican culture and stated that they will probably identify with whatever feels more 

comfortable to them. Neither child is fluent in Spanish, but Participant C stated they 

comprehend the language very well. Participant C is not fluent in Spanish but has a 
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strong comprehension and communication level. She hopes they will continue to study 

the language. Participant C is raising her children with a strong sense of their Roman 

Catholic religion and has had them participate in several ceremonies and her daughter in 

a special ceremony or quinceaftera for self-discovery and personal growth. 

Participant D's two young sons are already being immersed in all their ancestries of 

Native American, Mexican, and Jewish heritage. She wants them to understand and 

respect her relationship with the Virgin de Guadalupe and wants to teach them about the 

power of spirituality and meditation. Participant D is not fluent in Spanish and 

communicates and understands the language well enough, but is not totally comfortable 

in terms of a primary language. 

Given the information provided by each participant regarding their children's cultural 

identity, the observation made by Renato Rosaldo in his essay. Assimilation Revisited 

that: 

Assimilation is in the opposite direction. That is, the non-Latino spouse 
(who may or may not be Anglo) and the children resulting from such 
marriages often identify as Latinos, even when they do not speak Spanish. 
(11). 

One child of two, that of Participant C, identities as a Mexican. Participant C identities 

as Mexican-American. The children of Participant B identify as Hopi. Participant B 

identifies as Hopi. The children of Participant D are still too young to self-identity at this 

time, but Participant D identifies as Mestiza (Hispanic and Indian). If the observation 

made by Rosaldo is used for the four participants, it would appear they support said 

observation. Eschbach's study of American Indian population growth also addressed the 
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difBcult question of the future of ethnic population of future generations as a result of 

intermarriage, fertility and assignment of identity to the children of such unions. 

Regarding the research from Sandefur's and McKinnell's study, which indicates that 

generation is an important factor in determining the likelihood of intermarriage and that it 

is more likely an individual will intermarry the more extensive a minority group 

member's ancestry in the United States, it was applied to the four participants. 

Participant A's father was bom in Mexico and her mother was bom in Texas. Participant 

B's biological father and mother are both full-blood Hopi and were bom on the Hopi 

reservation. Participant C's father was bom in Mexico and her mother was bom in 

Texas. Participant D did not state where her father and mother were bora, but her 

paternal grandmother was bom in Mexico and her paternal grandmother was bora in 

Texas. Her maternal grandparents were bom in Mexico. If the observation made by 

Sandefur and McKiimell is used for the four participants, it would appear they support 

said observation. 

Regarding the level of education as a determinant of intermarriage, Sandefur and 

McKinnell's study noted other research that colleges provided one of few settings where 

individuals from different racial groups could come into contact as equals and therefore, 

the expectation of intermarriages to be highest among the college education. Joane 

Nagel's research also noted that there is the likelihood in the increase of interracial 

marriages due to certain educational settings, such as the experience of boarding school 

attendance and higher education, as well as living in urban areas, away from the 

reservation. If we apply these observations to the four participants, we find that 
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Participants C and D support this statement. Participant C met her future husband while 

attending her first year in college and Participant D met her future husband in an English 

Class at the University of Arizona. Although Participant A and B did not meet their 

future spouses in college, they both had completed their undergraduate degrees by the 

time they had made initial contact with their partners. 
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VI. CONCLUSION 

Based on the findings, the definitions of social and cultural identity, and the stories of 

each of the four participants, this student has concluded that social identity has played a 

role in each participant's knowledge and understanding of their family history, ancestry, 

traditions and practices, and their lives in interracial marriages have affected the 

preservation or maintenance of said traditions and practices and, most importantly, their 

cultural identity. While all four participants have varying degrees of knowledge with 

family history, traditions, spiritual and religious practices and language proficiency, they 

are conscious of their cultural identities and confront the question of their identities 

within their lives in interracial marriages because they validate what it implies to them 

and to others. In fact, this student found that the participants' educational experiences 

and their urban lifestyles have actually strengthened their Indian and Hispanic identities, 

thereby facilitating the preservation of their cultural identities within their interracial 

marriages. For three of the four participants, this student found that, based on their 

answers to all the questions provided, they had a medium to high degree of knowledge 

about their family history, ancestry, traditions and practices and as a result, provided a 

stronger understanding of their cultural identity. One participant was not at the same 

knowledge level of family history, ancestry, traditions and practices, nevertheless, she 

maintains her cultural identity. 

There is also the matter of whether the participants will be able to pass on sufGcient 

knowledge of family history, ancestry, traditions and practices, in other words, their 

cultural identity, to their children. All four spouses, although not of the same ethnicity. 
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support the participants in teaching their children their cultural identity. However, only 

one spouse will be able to provide his children with knowledge of his cultural identity. 

Will the children from this intermarriage have a greater success of preserving their 

cultural identities than those of the other three participants'? Will the children of these 

interracial marriages, in turn, desire to do so? These are unknowns at this time, but it 

would appear to this student, that cultural identity in these interracial marriages was 

reflected on different levels of knowledge and understanding and these will most 

certainly be the predicting factors as to whether future generations of these families will 

preserve their own. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix A 

Potential Questions for Interviews to Ask in an Audio-taped Interview 
This is not a Questionnaire 

Personal History: 
Main Question; Please tell me about yourself. 
• What is your full name 
• Where were you bom 
• When were you bom (or through an event) 

• Age range: 20-30; 30-40; 40-50; 50-60; 60-70 

Familv History 
Main Question: Please tell me about your family. 
• What are your parent's names? 

• Are/Were you close to your parents? Your father? Your mother? 
• How did your father and mother support the family? 
• Would you be able to tell me about a special moment or lesson that your father or 

mother shared with you or taught you? (Such as cooking, sewing, weaving, 
raising children, being a good mother, being a good wife) 
• Did your parents face barriers or challenges because of their cultural or ethnic 

identity? 

• Do you have brothers or sisters? 
• How many brothers or sisters do you have? 
• Are/were you close to your brothers and sisters? 
• Where do your brothers and sisters live? 
• Do you spend time together? 
• Did any of them face barriers or challenges because of their cultural or ethnic 

identity? 

• Were you the oldest? 
• The youngest? 
• Were you the child in the middle? 

• Who do you resemble most? Your father or your mother? 

Main Question: Please tell me about your grandparents. 
• What are/were their names? 
• Were you close to your grandparents? 
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• Where were they bom? 
• Would you be able to tell me about a special moment or lesson they shared 

with you or taught you? 

Living at Home: 
Main Question: Please tell me about growing up at home. 

• Would you be able to tell me about a special memory of living at home? 
• If you feel comfortable, would you be able to share a sad moment that 

affected you or your family? 
• What language did you and your family use? 
• Did your parents speak another language? 
• How many languages do you speak? 
• Are you more comfortable with one? (or both/or all) 

Education: 
Main Question: Please tell me about your memories of school. 
• What schools did you attend? 
• Did you like going to school? 

• Did you have a favorite subject? 
• Did you participate in any school events, such sports, 4H, drama? 
• Tell me about your friends 
• Are you attending school now? 
• Would you like to go back to school? 

• Did you face barriers or challenges at school because of your cultural or 
ethnic identity? 

Work: 
• Did you work outside the home? 
• Tell me about your job 

• How long have you been at your present employment? 
• Do you like your present work environment, responsibilities? 
• Did you face barriers or challenges because of your cultural or ethnic identity? 

Living Away from Home: 
Main Question: Please tell me about the first time you moved away from home. 
• Where did you live? 
• Where you presently live? 
• Do you like where you live? 

• Describe your neighborhood 
• Do you participate in commimity events? 

• Such as neighborhood meetings, school events 
• Would you consider moving away? Why? Why Not? 
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Present Family: 
Main Question: Please tell me about your husband and children. 
• Your husband's name 

• His age (more or less) 
• Where was he bom? 
• Your child(ren)'s name(s) 

• His/her/their age(s) 
• Where were they bom? 
• Are you raising / did you raise your children within a religion or some other 

manner of spiritual practice? 
• How do your children see themselves? 

• Do they identify with a particular culture or ethnic group? 
• What languages do they speak? 
• Have they faced barriers or challenges because of their cultural or ethnic 

identity? 
• Are they registered as tribal members? 

• What are some of the things that you do together as a family? 
• Do you attend religious or Native American ceremonies? 
• Do you attend ceremonies or services by yourself? 
• Do you attend ceremonies or services with your husband? 
• What challenges or barriers have you encountered as a family? 

• With your children? 
• By yourself? 

Courtship: 
Main Question: Please tell me how you met your husband. 
• Where did you meet? 

• Did someone introduce you? 
• Did you like him right away? 
• How long did you know him before you married him? 

• Did your family like him? 
• Would you please share a time when you went out with him? 

• Did you have a favorite place to go? 
• Did you go to church together? 
• Did you take him to family gatherings? 
• Did you take him to special ceremonies? (Dances, powwows) 

• Did his family like you? 
• Did he take you to family gatherings? (Birthdays, baptisms, picnics) 
• Did he take you to special ceremonies? (Dances, powwows) 
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Marriage: 
Main Question: Please tell me about your wedding ceremony. 
• What kind of ceremony did you have? 

• Did you like the ceremony? 
• Did your families help choose the type of ceremony you had? 

• Were there family concerns about what type of ceremony you would have? 

Religion/Spirituality: 
Main Question: Does religion or spirituality or a type of ceremony or way of life play a 
special part in your life? 

• Does your husband share this with you? 
• Do your children share this with you? 
• Is this something you learned from your parents or grandparents? 
• Who determined the children's religion or spiritual guidance? 

Health: 
Main Question: Do you use modem medicine and doctors for you and your family? 

• Do you use home remedies that your mother or grandmother taught you? 

Main Question: Do you practice traditional healing practices for you and your family? 
• Do you use remedies that your mother or grandmother taught you? 
• Do you go to a medicine man or woman? 

Overall: 
Main Questions: How do you see yourself? 

• As a Latina? 
• As a Chicana? 
• As a Mexican-American? 
• Hispanic? 
• Native American? 

• Tribe 
• Are you an enrolled member? 
• Is this important to you? 

• Other Is there anything else you would like to say about your marriage? Your 
children? 
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