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TITLE

Goody Naughty
Book

Assignment in
Danger

Sod-House Winter
Nora Kramer's
Storybook for

fives and sixes

Lee Devins, Copy-
writer

Toto's Triumph

John Benton,Rookie
Policeman

Getting to Know
Spain

Let There Be Light

Billy lhiskers!
Twins

Kenny

Men at VWork in
the South

AUTHOR

Mabel Watts
Vernon Freethy
Clara Judson
Nore Kramer
Mary Mannix
Claire Bishop
Thomas Connors &
Paul Glaser

Dee Day

Dorothy Newsome

Helen Wing

#, Herper Johnson

Henry Lent

PUBLISHER

Rand MeNally
McKay
Follett
Messner
Messner

Viking

Dodd, Mead
Coward-lMcCann

F, Warne

Rand McNally

Holt

Putnam

141
RATING

3el

6e2

59

6B

7.8

Sel
7.0

7el

562

la©

6.8
Tl



IITLE

Twenty-one Child-
ren

Somebody's Slip-
pers Somebody!s
Shoes

My Own Little House

I Went to Be a
Roedbuilder

Squeaky, the Mech-
anical Whale

God Cares for Me
Sleeping Beauty

Harold!s Fairy
Tale

When I Pray
David's Little
Indian
Crocodile Tezrs

The Man VWho Drew
Cats

Annie's Spending
Spree

Mighty Mouse
Weke Up, City

he Tractor on
the Farm

* The ratings given on this page are all obtained through the appli-
cation of a regression equation to Spache placements,

AUTIOR

Virginia Ormsky
Barbara Brenner
Merriman Kaune
Carla Greene
Paul & Jody
Shaub

Carolyn Wolcott

Evelyn Andreas

Crockett Johnson

0live Burt

Margaret W. Brown

Andre Francois

Fmily Lambert

Nancy Watson

Felix Sutton
Alvin Tressalt

Merion Israecl

PUBLISHER

Lippincott

W.R. Scott

Follett

Children's
Press

Lothrop

Abingdon
Grosset
A.S. Barnes

Gospel Trum-
pet Press

W.R. Scott

Universe Bks
Harper
Viking

Grosset

Lothrop

Melmont

142
RATING *

2.3

28

2.1

1.7

3.3

2¢5
3.8

2.9

3.1

2¢5

3.3

3e2

3¢5

2.7
32

Re5
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Number

10.
1l.
12,
13.
1
15.
16.
17,
18,
19,

204

BASIC DATA USED IN

Litle
When the World Was Young
The Farmer's Cat Nap
Surprise for Robin
Beb White
Turtles Will Be Turtles
Let's Go To a Bank
Stories of Long Ago
Lassie Finds a Way
Up and Down Main Street
Ready for School
Sioux Train Adventure

The Animals of Number HEleven

Sngppy the Snail and His Friends

A Tree for Teddy
Forever and Tver Stories
Goody Naughty Book

Away to the Moon

Song of the River

Nemo Meets the Emperor

George, the Discontented Giraffe

CROSS-VALIDATION OF THE FORMULAS
Ratings

Winnetka

0.5
1.5
1.9
262
Rels
Re5
2.6
27
2.8
2¢9
361

32

3e3
3.3
3¢k
3.6
347
348
3.8

144,

Spache
3.3
37
3.0

37

L6
3ol
3ed
340
440
3.9
Lel
/.40
366
3.7
3¢5
349
3.9
3.6
3.9



b

3

Numbers

Title Winnetks
One Hundred and One Best Card 3.8

Games for Children

Baseball for Young Champions 369

correspond to those used in Figure 1, page 82.

145
Spache
e

3.8
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SOURCE O THE SAMPLE AND NUMBER
OF BOOKS OBTAINED FROM EACH

LOCAL
Libraries 80
Schools 9
Bookstores 8
o7
NON-LOCAL
Publishers 45
Inter-library Loan 6
Schools 2 -

Total

5
R
o
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LIST OF BOOKS RATED BY THE SPACHE FORMULA ONLY., EQUIVALENT WINNETKA
RATINGS OBTAINED BY MEANS OF A REGRESSION EQUATION,

Retings
TITLE Spache  Minnetkas
Twenty-one Children 249 2¢3
Somebodyts Slippers Somebody's Shoes 3.6 2.8
My Own Little House 246 2.1
I Went To Be a Roadbuilder 2.0 el
Squegky, the Mechanical Whale Le3 3¢3
God Cares for Me 32 2e5
Sleeping Beauty 540 348
Harold'!s Fairy Tale 3.8 2.9
When I Pray 4«0 3.1
David's Little Indian 3.2 25
Crocodile Tears Le3 3¢3
The Man Who Drew Cats ‘ ) 3.2
Annie's Spending Spree e 6 3¢5
Mighty Mouse 3¢5 27
Weke Up, City Lel 3e2

The Tractor on the Farm Bk 245
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Year
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
190
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951

1952

TOTAL CHILDREN'S BOOK PRODUCTION
AND AMOUNT OF YEARLY CHANGE DUR~
ING THE PERIOD 1934 THROUGH 1956

Total

Production

601
670
843
967
1,041
949
%84
1,003
864,
690
645
691
877
933
929
M9
1,059
1,072
1,245

151

Amount of Change

In Numbers

69
173
124
T4

35
19
-139
~174

173

In Percent

11.5
2548
147
77
~Be8

367

-1349
-20.1
~-0a5
7.1
2049
6ol
~0e4
5e4
8e2
1.2

16,1



Year
1953
1954
1955
1956

Total

Production

1,394
1,342
1,485
1,495

152

In Numbers In Percent
149 12,0
=52 =347
143 10.7
10 0.7
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Year
193/~35
1935-36
1936~37
1937-38
1938

1939-40
1940-/1
19/1-42
1942-43
1943-14,
1944=45
1945-46
1946-4T
1947-48
1948-49
1949-50
1950-51
1951=52
1952=53

PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT FIG-
URES AND AMOUNT OF YEARLY CHANGE

Total
Enrollment

26,400,646
26,367,646
26,171,103
25,975,108
2547044325
25,433,542
25,296,136
2/,9562,473
244155,146
23,266,616
234225,784
23,299,941
23,659,158
23,944,532
Ly L16,658
25,111,427
25,706,000
264 562,664

27,506,630

Amount of Change

In Numbers

335548
-195,995
~195,995
~270,783
—270,783
~1375401,
733,665
=407,327
888,530
-40,832

74,9157

359,217

285,374

532,126

634,769

594573
64,

(o)

856,

943,966

ol
=o'l
o'l
-1,0

-1QO

"2.9
"107
"307

343

366

154

In Percents



Yeer
1953-54
1954~55
1955-56

Total

Fnrollment

28,836,052
30,045,000

31,162,843

In Numbers

1,329,422
1,208,948
1,117,843

in Percents

N
Le?
3.7
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A LIST OF THE TEN BOOKS REMOVED FROM THE INTERMEDIATE
CLASSIFICATION WITH A BRIEF TREATMENT OF THE FACTORS
RELATING TO THEIR REMOVAL

T00 SIMPLE

le

A Little Golden Mother Goose - consisted entirely of
nursery rhymes. Illustrated for very young children,

Nors Kramer's Story-book for Fives and Sixes - the title
is descriptive of the content., Stories involve simple
plote

TOO_ADVANCED

1.

Za

3e

o

e

Te

Rawhide Johnny - Charscters are teen-aged., Love is a
dominant theme, The book was found in z high school
library. Company recommends it for ages 12 to 16,

Snow Slopes - Characters are teen-aged, Love ig a dom-
inant theme, The book found in the teen-room of the
public library, Company recommends it for ages 12 to 16,

Teen-agerts Guide for Living - This book discusses the
adjustment problems of teen-agers., It was found in a
high school librarye.

Betty Carroll's Adventure - Characters are teen-aged,.
Love is a dominant theme, Company recommends the book
for ages 12 to 16,

Palace Wagon Family - Story based on historical fact,
Topics of hardship and death dealt with in extremely
realistic manner, The book was found in the Teen-room
of the public library and was recommended by the comp-—
any for ages 12 to 16,

The Tender Time - Characters are teen-aged, Love is a
dominant theme, The book was found in the teen-room
of the public librery, The Compeany recommends it for
teen-agers.

Volecanc Adventure - Although the story involves action,
it also relies on the inter-play of feelings among the
characterss The bock was found in the teen-room and
was recommended by the company for ages 12 to 16,
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8e Pglomino Girl - Characters are college age, Love is a
dominant theme, Considerable emotional content,
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THE REVISED WINNETKA READABILTY FORMULA

( Based on a sample of 1,000 words and seventy-five sentences )

1‘.

e

3e
e
Do

Number of different words X .,00255
umber of different uncommon words X L0458
Words outside Thorndike's list of the;

1,500 commonest words

Sum of 1 and 2 above

Number of simple sentences X L0307 —

Grade placement (Difference between 3 and 4 above)

160
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THE SPACHE READABILITY FORMULA

162

( It is recommended that from 5 to 10 semples be taken depending

Ze

on the length of the book being analyzed )

Average sentence length
(Divide the number of words by the number)
(of sentences )

Per cent of hard words

(Divide "number of words not on the Stone's)
(Revised Word List" by the number of words )
(and multiply by 100

Multiply ¥Average sentence length® (1) by 141
Multiply "Per cent of hard words® (2) by .086
Constant

Grade Placement ( sum of 3,4, and 5 sbove )

s S o b i s
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STANDARD STATISTICAL FORMULAS USED IN THIS STUDY

Page 27 Meen calculated from ungrouped data M=IX
N

3*

Page 53 Standard Deviation calculated from 5 5
ungrouped date o = - M
N
Page 214  Standard Error of the Difference / D) 5
~d M — AL +
between uncorrelated Means o = 0" Ny M,
Page 215 Critical Ratio CR=1D
o—D
EIY - () (0)y
Page 143 Product Moment Coefficient of r=_N
Correlation o= ) ( 0=y )
Page 372 Rank Difference Coefficient of rho=1-6_X ED?
Correlation N( N ~-1)

* o]
- ¥
Page 159 Regression Zquation in Score Form I=r cew (v - My) + M
—-X /

3

Page 161 Standard FError Estimate o—“(es’c x) "~ il - /1 - T

¥*

Page 262 Chi-square calculated from

percenteges X2

= 2(fy-fg) X N

L 100

* The pages indicated give the location of the formulas in the following
reference:

Henry &, Garrett, Statistics in Psychology and Fducation, New York
Longmans, Green end Company, 1958,
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COPY OF PILOT LETTER SENT TO PUBLISHERS TO DETERMINE THEIR WILLING-
NESS TO COOPERATE IN THIS STUDY

Dear Sirs:

I am currently preparing to enter into research involving
children's literature which, to be completely successful, will require
the cooperation of the various publishers in this area.

Briefly stated, the study will attempt to give a detailed,
accurate and current picture of the readability of children's litera-
ture published in the United States as a whole

In order to accomplish this a random sample must be obtained,
This is a difficult task since it involves setting up a complete
list of children's books published during a certain year, meking a
chance selection of some one hundred and fifty of these titles, and
then securing actual copies for close study and application of a
readability formula,

The main difficulty lies in securing all of the books
selected for study. Failure to do this would invalidate the
statistical results obtained. Because of the difficulty involved
no study to date has been based on a random sample, Nevertheless,
it is not an impossible task. It is felt that the majority of the
books can be obtained from local sources. It is here that your help
is being solicited, Would your company consent to supplying, for
purposes of this study, any book selected which is published by you
and which may not be available from locel sources? It is estimated
that even in the case of your company which is prominent in the
field, there would be a maximum cf seven books requested, The books
would be handled only by the undersigned and would be returned with-
in a week.

Should you consent to aid in this work, the books will be
returned in the same condition as received and the mailing costs

will be psid here,
It is assumed that the results of the study will be published

in a trade journal such as the Publisher!'s Weekly since it will be
of importance to the publishert of children's books, but in
addition your company will be furnished a confidential, detailed
breakdown of the standing of your books which can then be compared
with the rest of the industry taken as 2 whole,

Under these conditions, would you also agree to cooperate
in this research which should be of value to educators, children's
librarians, and especially publishers since it will focus atten-
tion on the use of children's literature as an important part of the
school!s reading program?

Sincerely yours,

Arnold A. Griese
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