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PREFACE 

The present paper is a preliminary attempt to consider the 

history and processes of culture contact of several now extinct abori­

ginal groups that inhabited the area of central northern Mexico during 

part of the Spanish Colonial period. While the general region comprises 

roughly the area south of the Rio Grande, east of the Florido River in 

Chihuahua, north of the town of Parras and the Laguna district (Torreon, 

Coahuila), and west of the modern highway that runs south from Piedras 

Negras to Saltillo, Coahuila, the study is actually concentrated on the 

desert-dwelling Indians of the western half of this area—principally 

the eastern portion.of the present-day Mexican state of Chihuahua. This 

emphasis stems from the limitations of the documents consulted within 

the period of research. As a matter of convenience the entire region 

has been designated by several general terms such as the "central desert" 

or the "Greater Bolson de Mapimx," although it is recognized that some 

modern geographers object to such extensive use of "Bolson de Mapimi" 

(Tamayo 1949: 479). 

This region was inhabited by several major tribal groups, each 

of which consisted of a number of small, named bands. Since the names 

of some of these bands were often given a more general application by 

Spaniards to designate larger tribal groupings or clusters of bands, 

quotes have been employed in the text where it was thought necessary to 

distinguish between specific bands and the larger ethnic groupings. The 
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term "band" is used for the small, named groups, although their specific 

characteristics are not yet known to any extent. The word "nation has 

been retained here much as the Spaniards employed it, that is, for 

specific bands as well as for allied groups of bands. 

The larger tribal associations covered in this paper are, 

moving across the area from south to north, the "Laguneros"; some 

"Coahuilenos" (a Spanish appellation for people from Old Coahuila or 

the region around the city of Monclova which is conserved here), par­

ticularly what seem to have been the more southerly peoples such as 

"Cabezas" and "Salineros" and their associates; the "Tobosos," a more 

or less centrally located cluster of bands; and the Concho-speaking 

"Chisos" who inhabited the northern portion of the territory, along 

the Rio Grande and into the Big Bend country of Texas. The period of 

study runs from about the time of Jesuit entrance and the beginning of 

missionization in the district of the towns of Parras and of San Pedro 

de la Laguna in the 1590fs to the point of tribal extinction of the 

"Tobosos" and the "Chisos" during the second quarter of the eighteenth 

century. 

Some of the peoples living in the eastern portion of the region 

whom the Spaniards included in the term "Coahuileno," are touched upon 

to some extent. Unfortunately, relatively few data on these groups 

have been uncovered and the period of research did not include time to 

permit an investigation of the local archival resources in this area. 

As a consequence, the entire general eastern boundary remains quite 

vague, although the information that has come to light has been included 
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either in the text or in the appendices in order to help complete the 

overall picture as well as for whatever value it may have for future 

investigators. 

When the Spaniards first penetrated the Greater Bolson de 

Mapimi country they found a large number of small bands of Indians who 

were basically nomadic food-gatherers and hunters. However, under 

contact pressure and with the acceptance of certain foreign items such 

as the horse, the native societies underwent a number of cultural modi­

fications before they became extinct. One of the changes during the 

European contact period was the extinction and amalgamation of individ­

ual bands which, in turn, has occasioned part of the terminological 

confusion, as noted above, in the documents as well as in the general 

literature. Some of the ethnic names were employed in a more or less 

generic sense, others refer only to a specific band, and a few, like 

Toboso, Cocoyome, and Chiso, were used to designate at one time or 

another both a single band as well as a group of bands or what for 

convenience may be called a "tribe." 

The main purpose of this study has been to attempt to formulate 

some generalizations concerning culture contact processes which may be 

used to guide future research. For this, it has been necessary to 

describe, within the limits permitted by the documents consulted, 

tribal distribution and culture for the early years of contact, the 

nature of Spanish contact and frontier conditions during this period 

of the Colony, and the impact that these had upon the native groups, an 

impact which caused a number of modifications in the aboriginal ways of 



life and, ultimately, their disappearance. Not less important, although 

only touched upon here, are the changes that Spanish frontier society 

underwent because of the presence of the native groups. 

Some of the culture change that occurred among the natives was 

directed by Spaniards at such institutions as missions, ranches, and 

mines. However, for the most part, this study represents a case of 

"nondirected" culture contact, where the natives themselves were the 

final authorities on what cultural items they would or would not 

accept. In broader theoretical terms, it can also be considered a 

case of "specific cultural evolution" (see Sahlins and Service I960) 

where one society, in this instance the Spanish, becomes increasingly 

dominant and eventually causes the demise of the other(s), albeit not 

entirely by the processes conceived by the policy makers of the domin­

ant society. On the other hand, this is a test case of the/motion that 
v.--

human cultures are essentially conservative and modify in the face of 

"competition" only to the point that they will not have to change 

further, once the conditions that have instigated the changes have 

been met and adapted to (see Chapter VI, and Harding I960: 45-68). 

This seems to be a valid rule by and large only in those situations 

where the native cultural fabric is not rent to shreds by the agents 

of another society. 

In a general sense this is the history of a region and not of 

a specific group or groups of natives. It is divided into several 

sections or chapters summarizing historical events in order to bring 

out some of the details of Spanish-Indian contact interaction, and 



presenting some general'descriptive ethnography. Of necessity, for 

reasons of continuity and coherence, there-is overlap among some of 

these sections. 

The generalizations or conclusions concerning much of the 

factual data are essentially conservative. The mutual identification 

on a linguistic or other basis of many native tribal and band names 

or speculations on a number of the ethnographic problems, for example, 

has not been attempted, since there are still a number of untapped 

sources which potentially can afford considerably more information 

than now exists on the area. Likewise, there are a great number of 

geographical and place names for which the writer has been unable to 

determine their locations since the places no longer exist or their 

names have been changed since the Colonial period; consequently, they 

have been cited usually without comment, and the solution of their 

locations will have to rest on further research. For similar reasons 

the spellings of tribal and place names, which are often quite variable, 

have been left as they exist in the sources. At the same time, there 

is no attempt at the important task of the plotting of cultural distri­

butions since this lies outside of the scope of the paper. This, 

however, may be done much more effectively in the future with addi­

tional information that will help close a few of the many gaps and 

answer some of the open questions that now exist. 

The most glaring faults of the present study are the lack of 

sufficient information on tribal distribution and history in the early 

years, of adequate ethnographic and linguistic data on the cultural 
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characteristics of the area that might, also, reveal closer tribal 

relationships and, as already noted, of information on the eastern 

border of the region. However, the principal outlines of the cultural-

historical processes of tribal extinction in the Greater Bolson region 

can be outlined fairly satisfactorily. 

The sources utilized are primarily documents originating from 

the city of Parral, the administrative capital of the Kingdom of Nueva 

Vizcaya during the Colonial period. Most of these documents are located 

in the Archives of the City of Parral (El Archivo del Hidalgo del Parral) 

and are now on microfilm, a copy of which is at the University of 

Arizona library. This collection has been fairly well exhausted, 

although there no doubt exist some documents that the writer has 

missed. 

A number of other documents emanating from Parral and elsewhere, 

but not found in the Parral Archives have also been consulted. These 

are located at several places: the Bancroft Library, Berkeley, Calif­

ornia; the University of Texas in the Latin American Collection and 

in the Documents Division; the Archivo General de la Nacion, Mexico, 

D.F.; and at the Centro de Documentacion, Instituto Nacional de Historia, 

Castillo de Chapultepec, Mexico, D.F. Further primary and secondary 

sources, published and unpublished, located at these and at other places 

have also been utilized. Information from the records of some parish 

Archives, principally from the city of Parras de la Fuente, Coahuila, 

but also from the Cathedral of Parral, and of the parish of Valle 



de Allende (called Valle de San Bartolome during the Colonial Period), 

also has been made use of. 

Of the primary sources, probably the most reliable for cultural 

information are the Spanish field reports of campaigns and the inter­

rogations of Indians. Less reliable, although also primary, are the 

general administrative reports. Here, the Jesuit Anuas or annual 

reports are usually better than those of civil administrators. The 

general works of such Colonial writers as Alegre, Mota y Escobar, 

P/rez de Ribas, and Arlegui have, of course, also been used. Unfor­

tunately, these often, particularly in the case of the last one, are 

very general and lack adequate cultural detail, although they all con­

tain much valuable information. 

While the writer has attempted to exhaust the collections 

consulted with regard to the culture history of central northern 

Mexico, he has not done so regarding the specific Spanish-Indian 

contact history and much remains to be written and clarified with 

regard to battles, campaigns, haciendas as contact institutions, and 

the like for the area. Furthermore, other documentary collections 

exist that have not been used. These are mainly those at Saltillo, 

Coahuila, Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, and other places located in the east 

of the area, as well as those at Guadalajara, Zacatecas, and Durango. 

These archives, when consulted, should yield additional information 

that will significantly clarify many of the obscurities that exist in 

the culture history of central northern Mexico. 
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ABSTRACT 

The expansion of Spanish Colonial society into the central 

region of northern Mexico set several different processes of change 

into motion. These modifications occurred on the social and cultural, 

as well as on the biological, level. 

Before the period of European contact, the aborigines in the 

area lived in a number of almost identical social systems, which were 

ecologically quite stablized within the environment of the region. 

The native social systems were largely independent of each other in a 

political and economic sense although they were dependent upon each 

other to some extent ceremonially and for the acquisition of marriage 

partners. 

The bearers of the way of life of the Spanish Colonial society 

moved into this rather stable situation and disturbed the balance of 

ecological relationships in several rather fundamental ways. In the 

process of the "adaptive radiation" of Spanish society, Spaniards 

began to exploit the resources of the region in manners different 

from those employed by the aborigines, and with a different technol­

ogy, creating a number of new conditions to which the natives were 

forced to adapt. As the aboriginal societies reoriented a number of 

their activities their ties with neighboring societies, including the 

Spanish, were also modified, although the natives remained politically 
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outside of Spanish domination. The processes of the adjustment of the 

native societies to the new environmental conditions included a decline 

in aboriginal population, an amalgamation of native bands or groupings, 

a greater geographical range of native exploitation of the natural 

habitat, an overall extension of peoples southward, before they 

disappeared from the scene. 

The total process ultimately led to the extinction of the 

original native societies in the area, while their population was 

constantly replaced by newcomers from the north, the area of least 

Spanish concentration. The northern arrivals, however, ultimately 

vanished and were replaced by still others, a process that constantly 

involved peoples who lived farther and farther northward. Concur­

rently, while the native societies were adapting to the new conditions, 

Spanish frontier society was likewise forced to adjust to the changing 

native societies. 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The portion of the central northern Mexican desert lying north 

of the Laguna district and extending eastward from the Florldo River 

in Chihuahua into western Coahuila was one of the most inhospitable 

areas for settlement which the Spaniards encountered. The aboriginal 

inhabitants eked out a living, most of the time, in small, family 

bands, principally by gathering and hunting. As the Europeans pushed 

their frontier northward, their settlements eventually bordered the 

region on the west, south, and east, although they were unable to 

penetrate permanently into such harsh country. 

In the march of Spanish civilization northward, various kinds 

of relationships were established between the Europeans and the native 

population. The overall policy of the Spanish Crown was to Christian­

ize and educate the Indians in order that they would eventually become 

participating citizens within Spanish society. The realization of the 

goals of this general policy were complicated by the differing aims 

and interests of the various segments of Spanish society, aims and 

interests that frequently conflicted with the wishes of the Crown. 

Peaceful relations between European and Indian often broke down for a 

variety of reasons, and the natives, particularly those whose ways of 

life were essentially nomadic, would withdraw from or rebel against the 
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Spaniards. Often outright hostile relations would be engendered 

either by slave raiding or by some form of mistreatment. 

Furthermore, the native inhabitants of the bask country sink 

of the Greater Bolson soon learned for whatever reasons to exploit 

the Spanish holdings for their own economic and other benefits. Once 

hostility between the two groups became established, the Spaniards 

were forced to deal with the natives on a military basis. The Greater 

Bolson de Mapimf country, for the most part free of Spanish settlements, 

served as a convenient refuge area for disaffected natives, and the 

nomadic characteristics of the aboriginal inhabitants were one of the 

factors of the easy disaffection that developed among these peoples 

under the conditions of settlement as set up by the members of Spanish 

society. In counter-reaction to the hostile responses of the natives 

to Spanish colonization, the Spaniards on more than one occasion were 

forced to modify their own policies toward the Indians. This Spanish 

reaction eventually included the establishment of a chain of presidios 

around the Greater Bolson country. 

The influence that the geography of the Bolson exerted upon 

the people who met in it was one of the principal factors in the type 

of culture contact that occurred between the Spanish and the Indian 

ways of life. Because Spaniards could not maintain themselves perman­

ently in this region they had, consequently, little direct control 

over the native population. The kind of culture contact, then, was 

nondirected, since the Indians maintained nfree choice" regarding the 
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cultural ©laments they would incorporate into their own social 

systems—albeit while often coping with situations that the Spaniards, 

wittingly or not, had obliged them to meet. The program of "directed" 

culture change (where Spaniards were constantly directing the acceptance 

and rejection of cultural elements), embodied principally in the mission 

system but also a part of other Spanish frontier institutions such as 

the encomienda. had for the most part minimal effect upon the majority 

of the native inhabitants who continued to live in the desert back 

country. 

A number of individuals and groups from time to time did have 

more or less direct contact with Spanish civilization at both missions 

and haciendas where they learned of new things and ideas which they 

later took back with them to their own territories. While missions 

for these Indians were founded in several places, it is unknown what 

percentage of the population over the total period were actually under 

mission control. Furthermore, in the majority of cases, except possibly 

in the Parras-Laguna district, such missionization was short-lived. 

The principal form of direct contact the natives had with the Spaniards 

was through warfare and peace negotiations. This was facilitated in 

large part by the geographical circumstances which severely limited 

the use of Spanish resources, technological and otherwise, in dealing 

with the Indians. The result of the culture change that did take 

place among these people, then, was an adaptation to Spanish society 

which involved an elaboration and intensification of the native way of 

life. It did not involve an adoption, wholesale or otherwise, of 
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Spanish culture; from it, however, the Indians did accept a number 

of elements. 

The Greater Bolson de Mapimif consists of a series of mountains 

and basins, the region as (s whole tilting northwards and eastwards* 

The basin of Mayran or Laguna of San Pedro in the south is around 

3,000 feet above sea level; one basin to the northeast in central 

Coahuila is only a little over 1,000 feet in altitude* Most of the 

area has interior drainage except for the western, northern, and 

eastern borders which are drained by the r£o Grande and its tributaries* 

In the south the Nazas and Aguanaval rivers flow into the San Pedro 

basin and keep it abundantly supplied with water* Elsewhere in the 

area, with the exception of several interaittent lakes and marshes in 

the interior, the water run-off from the desert ranges is quickly lost 

in the sandy alluvial fans* In some places there is nonsaline ground 

water just below the surface which can be tapped the year around* The 

Indians probably utilized this source of moisture although there is no 

direct evidence they did so (James 1950: 572-573; Taaayo I 1949: 331, 

414, and II 1949: 402). 

Tamayo classifies most of the area climatologically in the 

Koeppen system as BWhw—that is, a hot, desert climate with mild 

winters, a regular summer rainy season, and sparse xerophytic vegeta­

tion. Average annual rainfall is low, from below 200 to somewhat over 

400 millimeters in some of the peripheral areas, where steppe condi­

tions sometimes occur* The Mayran or Laguna district is the most 

favorable for human habitation and was the most densely populated in 
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Spanish Colonial, as it has been in modern, times. Tamayo (II 1949: 

123-124) also suggests the possibility that the climate of the general 

northern region was somewhat more moist during the Colonial period 

than it is at present (James 1950: 574-575; Tamayo II 1949: chaps. 17 

and 18, and Atlas maps 7 and 8; Vivo 1949: 105, 290-291). Annual 

variation in precipitation fluctuates somewhat over thirty per cent 

in contrast to only twenty and ten per cent in areas to the west and 

south (Walle'n 1956: 141ff). Such variability in water supply, aside 

from the general scantiness of moisture, would have repercussions upon 

the populations, human and otherwise, of the region. It would preclude 

the spread of much agriculture into the area because of the lack of 

firm expectations of the inhabitants regarding annual rainfall, and 

a fluctuating food supply would probably affect, for example, the 

intensity of ceremonial behavior at certain times. 

It is unknown when the peoples of this area began to feel the 

effects of Spanish conquests to the south of them, although it is quite 

possible that this was earlier than the historical documentation might 

seem to indicate. Some new material items and new diseases may have 

spread fairly rapidly. Within five years after the fall of the Aztec 

capital of Tenochtitlan in 1521, fingers of Spanish penetration were 

extending into the Guadalajara area and northward beyond Jilotepec, 

and within thirty years Spanish adventurers and colonists were moving 

into the peripheral areas of the Greater Bolson region. 

Silver was discovered in Zacatecas in 1546, and this discovery 

was followed by a veritable rush of people northward from around the 
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Valley of Mexico and the establishment of the city of Zacatecas two 

years later (Alessio Robles 1938: 60; Jimenez Moreno 1958: 99-100). 

While the principal task of the Spaniards for the next thirty or so 

years was the economic and political consolidation of the intervening 

region between Mexico City and Zacatecas—including the pacification 

of the native tribes that often reacted violently to the introduction 

of new people, wagon trains, ranches, mines, and slave raiding and 

enforced labor—-the exploration and settlement of areas to the north, 

east and west continued (Huerta 1963: 4-8; Powell 1952). 

With each new mineral discovery of any importance, there was 

a repetition of the mining rush pattern, with a corresponding popula­

tion movement and implantation of Spanish settlements and institutions. 

Likewise, native reaction to such alien incursions was repeated, followed 

by a Spanish counter-response to contain the Indians. This, as one of 

the basic frontier processes during the expansion of Spanish civilization 

northward, must be kept in mind when evaluating the early reports 

concerning local Indian populations. A great amount of activity had 

already taken place to the south of the Greater Bolson de Mapixni during 

the seventy years following the conquest of Mexico by the time demo­

graphic and ethnographic information on the peoples of the region begins 

to be recorded in the 1590,s by the Jesuit missionaries who entered the 

Parras and Laguna district. Some of this activity had occurred not too 

far distant from this newly opened mission field. 

Following the founding of Zacatecas, a push outward from it was 

made in the 1550fs and 1560*3 in a series of explorations by Francisco 



de Ibarra and other adventurers. Durango was founded in 1563 and soon 

became the capital of the province of Nueva Vizcaya by a commission 

granted to Ibarra, the first governor of the province. Santa Barbara, 

in what later became the Parral district, was established in 1567, 

along with a number of other places of perhaps somewhat lesser importance 

such as San Martin, Sombrerete, Avino, and Guanacevx in the 1550's and 

1560*s. The town of Valle de San Bartolome, east of Santa Barbara, was 

erected in 1570 and was one of the major agricultural settlements that 

served to support the mining towns of the region. More land continued 

to be opened up to agriculture and animal husbandry in the following 

decades—the Rio Florido district in the 1570*s, the San Gregorio 

valley north of San Bartolome by 1581, and the Todos Santos area after 

1590, and around Atotonilco (Villa L6pez, Chihuahua) before 1600. The 

mining real of Todos Santos (Cordero, Chihuahua) was founded in 1590, 

and it and Santa Ba'rbara were the principal mineral centers in the area 

until the establishment oi' Parral in I63I (Dunne 1948: 10-11 j Jimenez 

Moreno 1958: 99-101 ; Saravia In.d.: 263; West 1949: 10-12; Bancroft 1884: 

99-103; Mecham 1927: lOlff). 

Franciscans were active on the northern mission frontier 

during the last half of the sixteenth century, and by the 1590*s the 

Jesuits had also entered the field. In 1594 the Franciscans began the 

Cuencame mission on the northern boundary of the Zacateco Indians. By 

1598 the Jesuits had established their missions in Parras, at San Pedro 

de la Laguna, and on the Nazas River, missions which lasted until I646 

when this area was secularized. Franciscans had, however, founded a 
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short-lived mission in Parras some twenty years before. Farther north 

and west missionaries of this same order began the mission of San 

Francisco de Conchos in 1604, and they had one at Atotonilco by 1611, 

the year in which the Jesuits established the mission of San Pablo 

Balleza in Tepehuan country, west of Santa Barbara (Alegre II 1956: 

41-42; Dunne 1944: 20ff; 1943: 13ff; West 1949: 11-12; 184: I64IA). 

On the eastern side of the area and slightly earlier, in 1555, 

the town of Nombre de Oios was begun as a Franciscan mission among the 

Zacateco3, and in 1567 Fray Pedro de Espinareda made the first explora­

tion into Coahuila. A year later Francisco Cano discovered the Las 

Palmas River and a lagoon that he called La Laguna de Nuevo Mexico, 

apparently the Laguna de Patos. Mazapil was founded in 1569, a year 

after the discovery of mineral wealth there (Alessio Robles 1938: 

63-67, 140; Jimenez Moreno 1958: 99). 

Northward from Mazapil, the Saltillo-Monterrey district was 

first settled in 1577 (Jimenez Moreno 1958: 101-105)# and Monterrey 

was resettled around 1582-1583 as the Villa de San Luis. The next two 

or three years saw the villa of Almaden (Monclova) founded, although 

it was abandoned only five years later. Activity in this eastern area 

continued, and in 1590 an expedition was made northward into Texas by 

Castano de Sosa. There was also, apparently, a place by 1582 called 

Cuatro Gienegas located some seventy leagues east of the Santa Barbara 

mines, and Alegre notes that a mission at Cuatro Cienegas was in exist­

ence by 1602 (Alegre II 1956: 57; Alessio Robles 1938: 89-93, 102-108). 
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Between the western settlements of Santa Barbara and San 

Bartolome and the Saltillo area on the east was the place of Parras. 

A town was first founded here in 1577-1538 but was abandoned within 

a very few years. However, the district was never vacated entirely# 

In the spring of 1578 five Spaniards received a total of twelve 

caballerias of land running from the valley of Parras to the eastern 

side of the Guadalupe River. About two years later, the lands of the 

hacienda of San Francisco de los Patos west of Saltillo were awarded. 

More grants were made in 1586-1587 in the Sierra de Coapas and on the 

Muchachos River, at La Castanuela and at Parras in 1589, and again in 

the latter place in 1595. Previously, in 1583, Francisco de Urdinola 

and two other Spaniards had also received lands between Saltillo and 

Parras (Alessio Robles 1938: 138, 140-l/»2; Jimenez Moreno 1958: 

99-100). 

The Spanish drive northward in the sixteenth century, then, 

undoubtedly had some effects upon the native peoples of the Greater 

Bolson de Mapimf. Certainly, when the first information on the 

Laguneros, Salineros, Tobosos, and other native peoples begins to 

appear, enough time had passed for a number of modifications to have 

taken place—some degree of acceptance of cultural items such as the 

horse (Forbes 1959), population decline owing to the spread of disease, 

and population shifting. While none of these changes can be documented 

for this earliest contact period, it should be kept in mind that in 

native life some alterations, although of unknown magnitude, most 

probably had taken place. This is especially important with regard 
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to peoples like the Tobosos, since it is not until after the 1640*s 

that any qualitative information about them occurs in the documentary 

record* 

Part of the source of this early culture change would be new 

trade items obtained as booty in raids or possibly as hand-outs from 

the Spaniards and passed from one Indian group to another. Further­

more, many Indians at one time or another had fairly direct contact 

with Spanish society as laborers, whether forced or more or less free, 

in mines and on ranches. These economic units employed a great many 

workers, including local and imported Indians, and no doubt they 

exerted some influence on the natives in the spheres of work habits, 

new techniques, familiarization with new material items, and the like. 

It was, of course, in these contexts where adverse reaction to Spanish 

civilization would occur. Missions also wielded much influence on the 

Indians. While the missionaries were more specifically concerned with 

effecting change in the native idea systems, they were also responsible 

for the teaching of many new material items and techniques for doing 

things. 

These basic frontier social units—mines, ranches, and missions— 

did not affect all Indians either directly or equally, although they 

did operate as centers from which new cultural items and diseases 

spread as local Indians moved back and forth from these places to 

their own territories. There the Indians rejected or accepted or 

reworked these new cultural elements into their own cultures in ways 

that seemed adequate or appropriate to them. 
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The contact process, of course, was not a one-way street. 

As previously noted, both natives and Spaniards reacted to one another 

as they attempted to cope with the opposition, and they were forced 

to deal with each other in some more or less effective way. Basically, 

the native and European societies were in a relationship of counter-

reactions to each other, and over time certain corresponding develop­

ments took place in their respective social organizations. As one 

example of this kind of frontier reaction, Colonial policy toward 

nomadic Indians made a couple of pendulum swings in the first two 

centuries of Spanish northward expansion. 

From about the 1590*3, it became the practice of the Colonial 

government to "buy" peace from the Indians with gifts and handouts 

while using a minimum of military force for control. This policy was 

developed during the sixteenth century expansion northward from Mexico 

City. Into the decade of the 1580*s it was thought that rebellious 

aborigines could only be reduced to peace and civilization by the 

sword. Up until this time increased warfare by the Spaniards had led 

only to greater hostility on the part of the Indians, which in turn 

had resulted in more violence by the Spaniards to quell the natives—a 

vicious spiral. When it was realized by Colonial officials that this 

policy had in effect failed to bring about the results sought and that 

it had also occasioned a continuous increase in war expenditures, a 

new practice of kind treatment and purchase was adopted. The military 

was never omitted entirely from the new program, and the threat of 

military punishment ialways lurked behind peace negotiations. However, 
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those changes constituted a fundamental shift in Indian policy (Powell 

1952: 189-203, 205). 

This same policy was continued well into the seventeenth 

century. Since it had included an actual reduction in the presidio 

system, it apparently explains in part the poor military defenses of 

Nueva Vizcaya throughout most of the 1600*s. Powell has summarized 

this frontier Indian policy as it emerged during the last decade or 

so of the sixteenth century. Both military and religious personnel, 

with an increasing reliance on the latter, were employed as go-betweens 

in peace negotiations with the natives; there was an increase in the 

direct efforts of the religious to reduce the natives to settlements; 

a program of transplanting sedentary Indians to frontier areas was 

adopted; and both the nomads and the sedentary colonizers were pro­

visioned from royal funds (Powell 1952: 189-205, 222-223). Part of 

this policy was modified again at the beginning of the eighteenth 

century when it was decided that the only effective way to handle 

the natives was by extermination, either biological or by deportation 

from the province. 

During most of the period encompassed by this paper the 

region of the Greater Bolson de Mapimi fell principally within the 

jurisdiction of the Province of Nueva Vizcaya, although the extreme 

northeast corner (very roughly, from Monclova northward) was considered 

part of Coahuila. Nueva Vizcaya, which included Parras and Saltillo, 

was formed in the early 1560*s. Durango, established in 1563, was 

marked as the capital, although after the founding of Parral in 1631 



the Spanish governors usually maintained their residence there 

(Alessio Robles 1938: Iff; Bancroft 1884: 102-103; Hackett 1926: 

3-5). 

The military organization of the northern frontier was rather 

weakly developed during most of the seventeenth century, although it 

did grow in an effort to meet the increasing Indian menace. This lack 

of strength of the military was due in part, apparently, to the fron­

tier policy forged in the previous century. Presidios were practically 

nonexistent until the last decade of the seventeenth century, and what 

little recruitment of personnel took place was carried out on a local 

basis, and was sponsored by towns, merchants, and other organizations 

(Haring 1947: 124-12$). Local citizenry, and many of the landowners 

and others who held military titles, were frequently pressed into duty; 

they were sometimes motivated by a price put on a rebel1 s head (Dunne 

1948: 184)* These men, plus many Indian auxiliaries from missions and 

native towns, formed the bulwark of Nueva Vizcayan defenses. In 1667 

it was reported that there were approximately ninety-two soldiers in 

all of the province, and this included the installations on the west 

coast. Three years later there were three presidios with a total of 

seventy-five men, three captains, and one Indian spy. Most likely 

these men were distributed evenly among the three presidios of Cerro 

Gordo, San Sebastian and Sinaloa (Hackett 1926: 21-25). 

The presidio of Cerro Gordo on the southern border of the 

Greater Bolson country was not founded until shortly after a major 

revolt in 1644. Until this time there had been no presidios in the 
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immediate area of hostilities, except possibly at Guanacevf, where one 

was reported to have been founded in 1617 • A recommendation for a 

presidio at Cerro Gordo was made in 1646, and the structure was 

apparently erected in 1648 (Hackett 1926: 17-18; Tameron y Romeral 

1937: 125 fn., where the figures in the date are reversed to read 

1684, clearly an error since the governors mentioned are Luis de 

Valdes, 1642-1648, and Diego Guajardo Fajardo, 1648-1651—see Ban­

croft 1884: 337). 

The formal defenses of the province remained meager until 

the 1680*s. At this time several presidios were erected in response 

to a general uprising in 1684, much as the founding of Cerro Gordo 

after the 1644 Revolt. Three—El Pasaje, El Gallo, and San Francisco 

de Conchos—were put up around the year 1686, following a Royal Order 

of September 22, 1685 (Hackett 1926: 24-25, 384, 296ff; DHM 1748). 

By 1693» there were five major defensive points set up against 

the desert raiders. Of major importance was El Pasaje, thirty leagues 

from the city of Durango, with a captain and fifty men, on the most 

eastern of the two roads between Durango and the city of Parral. 

Twenty-four leagues to the north of El Pasaje was El Gallo, also with 

fifty men and a captain. Following this was Cerro Gordo, twenty-two 

leagues from El Gallo and twenty-four from Parral with, however, only 

twenty-one men, including the commander. Parral, although it did not 

possess a presidio as such, was the base of a field company of fifty 

men plus their captain; usually around fifteen of these were stationed 

in Durango. Prior to this date the total number assigned to Parral 



had been only thirty men. Twenty-two leagues north of Parral was the 

last presidio, that of San Francisco de Conchos, also with fifty 

soldiers and a captain* Sometime after 1693* another presidio was 

established at Mapimf. Besides presidios, various other defensive 

measures were taken such as regular reconnaissance sallies from the 

several presidios. In the I690*s, three Spanish squads patrolled the 

areas of Parral and the Florido River, along the highway in the Nazas 

River district, and the area between Durango and Sombrerete (Hackett 

1926: 25-26; DHM 1748; BL 1695a). 

Farther east, and somewhat prior to the Nueva Vizcayan 

developments, a presidio was erected at San Francisco de Coahuila, 

in the area of present-day Moncolva, in 1674* In 1703 the presidio 

of San Juan Bautista del r£o Grande was put up (Alessio Robles 1938: 

237ff, 274, 376-377; BL 1676). 

In summary, the implantation of Spanish civilization on the 

northern frontier of New Spain wrought deep changes in the aboriginal 

societies of the region. At the same time, Spanish society was also 

forced to adjust to the conditions, geographical and social, as they 

existed on this frontier. 



CHAPTER II 

SPANISH-INDIAN CONTACT HISTORY: FROM THE FOUNDING OF 

PARRAS TO THE MID-EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

The native peoples of the Greater Bolson de Mapimf country 

began to feel the effects of the Spanish Conquest during the 1560*s, 

1570*3, and 1580*s, particularly with the establishment of various 

Spanish holdings in the regions of Santa Barbara, Parras, and Saltillo. 

However, it is only with the founding of the Jesuit missions in the 

southern portion of the country in the last decade of the sixteenth 

century that information on the aborigines of this area becomes avail­

able. The men of this missionary order who worked in this field for 

many years remitted a number of excellent reports to their superiors 

regarding their missions and Indian neophytes* Elsewhere data on the 

general Bolson area are meager until the major revolt of 1644» and the 

pre-1644 contact history remains rather obscure. 

After this date there is much more information available on 

the history of Spanish-native relations. In a general overview, the 

pattern of the relationships between Europeans and the untamed Indians 

of the desert Bolson country which had been set up by 1644 endured in 

their basic outlines until the native groups of the region disap­

peared about a century later. This pattern of relationships involved 
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essentially the practice of the natives raiding Spanish settlements 

and other holdings and Spanish retaliations. Frequently peace nego­

tiations were entered into; less often the Indians would submit to 

a proposal of settling down at some location, sometimes a mission. 

Here they would remain for a short while before they picked up and 

returned to their old territories and haunts, from where they would 

renew their raiding activities. In this process the aboriginal 

population decreased in several ways, including death by warfare and 

disease, by some people actually settling permanently among the 

Spaniards and, finally, in the latter part of the period by outright 

deportation from the province. 

In the following sections of the present chapter the history 

of contacts between Spaniard and Indian is traced in a detailed 

fashion through the final recorded extinction of the original natives 

of the region about the middle of the eighteenth century. Each section 

is focused upon a period, characterized by a major event or set of 

events, although much of the organization and weighing of material is 

dictated, of course, by the extant documentary sources. Thus, section 

A deals with the establishment of the Jesuit missions at Parras and 

San Pedro de la Laguna and summarizes the small amount of available 

historical data on the region until the early 1640*s; section B 

covers the principal events of the first major revolt of the central 

north Mexican region in 1644; the next four sections concern the 

outlining of sequences of events that resulted in the slow attrition 

of the native tribal groups of the area; section G recounts the 



principal deportations of the original inhabitants of the Nueva 

Vizcayan province which led to the extinction of these peoples; and 

section H covers the final disappearance of these natives and the 

arrival of Apache intruders from north of the Rfo Grande. Since the 

material presented in most of these sections is quite detailed, a 

summary- of the major trends and events is presented in the introduc­

tory paragraphs of each section for the reader who wants the general 

picture without the myriad of historical happenings that underlie it. 
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A. The Parras Missions and Early Bolson History 

The founding by the Jesuits of the missions in the district 

of Parras and San Pedro de la Laguna was one of the most important 

single events in the history of the relations between European and 

the natives of the Greater Bolson de Mapimi. This was a period of 

expansion of Spanish society into the northern frontier, and Jesuit 

missionaries had been working since the early 1590*s in newly-discovered 

mission fields along the west coast and in the mountainous Sierra Madre. 

At this same time other Spaniards were making their large northward 

leap from southern Chihuahua in the first attempt to colonize New 

Mexico Tinder don Juan de Onate, after several previous expeditions 

into this northern area. While the first settlement was short-lived, 

lasting a scant three years from 1598 to 1601, Onate was back again 

in 1608, making on this second occasion the New Mexican endeavor 

permanent. The year prior to this final and successful attempt to 

found an outpost in the north, the Jesuit Juan Fonte made his first 

contact with Tarahumara Indians, in the now flourishing Tepehuan 

mission district, although the Lower Tarahumara Mission system would 

not be founded for another twenty years following the discovery of 

silver at Parral in 1631# During this same period men of the Jesuit 

order continued to penetrate northward in the west coast lowland 

country, opening up new missions among the Cahitan-speaking Mayos and 

Yaquis in 1614 and 1617 and among the Lower Pima in 1619 (Spicer 1962: 

25-26, 28-29, 48, 87-88, 155-158). 



As part of this general Spanish expansion the Parras mission 

district was officially founded in 1598, although men of the Black 

Robe had been active in the area since the early years of the decade. 

In effect, this Jesuit mission establishment was a direct reflection 

of the new policy toward the natives on the northern Spanish frontier 

which had been forged during the previous decades, and it constituted 

the first intensive European-native contact in the Greater Bolson 

country. The Indians, of course, had already had some traffic with 

Spaniards before this event. The new missions, however, afforded a 

different kind of contact—one of greater intensity and regularity 

(Bancroft 1884: 112, 125-127; AGN 1619). 

Outside of this newly founded region of intense daily rela­

tionships with members of Spanish society, the aborigines were in 

much less direct contact with Spaniards. Some probably worked occa­

sionally for the Europeans and there was in all likelihood some 

raiding by Spaniards for slaves to be used at the mines and other 

holdings as laborers. At the same time, some of the Indian groups 

were likewise raiding Spanish settlements for livestock and other 

booty, although there was no actual revolt until the year 1644. 

The mission system at Parras and San Pedro de la Laguna, 

consisting of three principal districts or partidos. exercised an 

important role in the organization of the power structure of the 

southern portion of Bolson country for almost the next fifty years. 

The three main misiones were located at Parras, San Pedro de la 



Laguna or the Laguna de Mayran, and on the Nazas River. In each of 

these locations cabeceras or head churches were erected. In addition 

to these a number of other towns and settlements were founded where 

there were satellite parishes and chapels. For approximately the 

first decade of its existence, the population of the entire mission 

district was usually cited as 4>000 persons (BL 1602; BL 1604; 

BL 1606; BL 1610; BL 1614; BL 1616; AGN 1607c; AGN 1619; AGN 1622; 

DHM ca 1706). 

Mota y Escobar, after his visit to the area about the year 

1605, penned one of the most detailed descriptions of the new mission 

system. Parras included two visitas or satellite parishes about eight 

leagues to the west of the cabecera and the total population came to 

some 1,500 persons; a similar figure was also given by Father Arista. 

The district of San Pedro on the lower Nazas and at the lagoon, west 

of Parras, had three visitas. two only one league away and one four 

leagues distant. The entire partido contained between 2,000 and 

3,000 persons, approximately 1,000 of them in the town of San Pedro. 

Eight leagues up-river was the partido of San Ignacio containing six 

towns (Mota y Escobar 1940: 167-170; AGN 1619). 

Other sources add to the picture of these missions. The Anua 

of 1604 stated that two of the three visitas of San Pedro were San 

Nicolas and Santiago and that the two of Parras were San Hieronimo 

and Santo Thomas (BL 1604), although elsewhere Santo Tomas was said 

to be a town of the partido of San Pedro (AGN 1622). Father Arnaya 
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in 1601 had described two pueblos of Zacatecos Indians on the Nazas— 

one containing over 400 persons and the second, named Santa Ana„ around 

300. On the river at the beginning of the lagoon, he wrote, a third 

town (apparently San Pedro) of over 2,000 persons was in the process 

of being formed, and many people from the hinterland were being brought 

into it. Out in the lake or lagoon itself, some two or three leagues 

away, was another settlement of 200 to 300 persons. Parras, to the 

east, was the oldest town in the area (DHM 1601). By 1607, the 

Zacateco town of Santa Ana consisted of three pueblos (AGN 1607b; 

AGN 1607c). Later, the entire district was described as having six 

missions with an equal number of missionaries (DHM ca 1706). 

Apparently, it was not until sometime between 1601 and 1606 

that the visita of Mapimf was founded (BL 1606; DHM 1601), and called 

San Miguel (BL 1616), This satellite establishment was very close to, 

or possibly in, Tepehuan country, judging from the number of references 

to the Tepehuanes in this region about this period (see below, Band 

History) (eg., AGN 1607a; AGN 1607bj AGN 1607c). 

From the earliest years there is evidence of much population 

shuffling in the districts of this mission. According to Father 

Francisco de Arista, the original inhabitants of the Parras valley 

were the Yritilas and the Mayranos, although another group called the 

Maxiconeras had already been settled at the new town of Parras by 1595* 

three years before the actual founding of the mission. Arista, who 

arrived in Parras this same year, stated that within a few months 

over 1,000 persons had taken up permanent residence at Parras. 
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However, within a year or so these newly congregated groups had 

rebelled, encouraged to do so by some of their leaders during a 

plague. Afterwards many of the natives had returned to their old 

haunt3 in the back country (AGN 1619; DHM 1598; DHM 1601). 

Aside from the populations adjacent to these missions, many 

persons were brought into the missions from a greater distance away. 

The Pachos had come from the Patos and Saltillo region (see Band 

History). More important for present purposes, however, were the 

groups brought down from the north, thirty to forty leagues away, 

from such places as Coahuila, (the region of Monclova?—Jimenez 

Moreno 1958: 106), Cuatro Cienegas, Nadadores, and possibly as far 

north as the ft£o Grande, according to an anonymous Jesuit writing 

at a much later time (ca 1706) (DHM ca 1706; BL 1605; BL 1606). 

These new Jesuit missions touched a number of natives who had 

had very little or no previous contact with Spaniards and their Euro­

pean civilization. However, some of the people "reduced" to the 

Parras-Laguna missions from the earliest years were reported to be 

quite acculturated (ladinos) with regard to the Mexican language and 

other cultural items accepted as proper by the Spaniards. Nicolas 

de Arnaya stated in 1601 that this was because of the many years of 

contact that a number of the Indians had had with Spaniards before 

the founding of the missions. The natives had been accustomed to 

travelling sixty to eighty leagues to work, and they would return 

to their own lands dressed in Spanish cloth (pano) which they 

preferred to the Mexican style of dress. Such contact notwithstanding, 



only a few of the Indians had been baptized by the 1590*s (DHM 1598; 

DHM 1601). 

Some of this acquaintance with Spanish civilization probably 

had occurred during previous hostilities with Spaniards. Significantly, 

the Bishop of Guadalajara about the year 1584 had recommended, as an 

aid in the establishment of peace among the warlike Chichimeca tribes 

south of the Laguna district, the founding of six to seven settlements 

for these peoples. The places suggested were Las Charcas (between 

Mazapil and Saltillo), the valley of Parra3, the region of La Laguna 

Grande (San Pedro), Indo, and the Tepeque district (Powell 1952: 

181-182). 

By 1598, most of the baptisms made by the Jesuits had been 

among the Zacateco Indians, apparently owing to the fact that the major 

portion of the other tribal groups had remained out in the hinterland. 

The Anua of this year reported that fifteen caciques, plus other 

principales. had been settled at Parras with their people. These 

totalled around 1,000 people. For La Laguna eleven names were given, 

apparently also of chiefs, but the number of their followers is not 

recorded. Two years earlier, the Anua of 1596 noted the baptism of 

some seventy adults and a few children, seemingly in the Nazas River 

country. However, only a few people had been baptized at La Laguna 

because many had taken refuge on the islets in the lagoon to escape 

the plague that occurred in 1596. In 1601, the scattered Parras bands 

were still being brought back for resettlement (AGN 1619; DHM 1598; 

DHM 1601; DHM 1596). 
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This type of reshuffling of the local population was charac­

teristic of the mission period in the general Laguna district. Plagues 

persistently caused the Indians to scatter, the Jesuits afterwards 

dutifully attempting to retrieve their flocks. Although figures are 

not available, the population reduction at this time was probably 

fairly marked, and the missionaries constantly reported the bringing 

in of new rancherias of natives to settle at their missions. This 

movement of population is reflected by the continual appearance of 

new names of "nations" in the parish records of Parras for this period. 

Despite the initial heavy preponderance of Zacatecos and other tribes 

from the general region, as time wore on more and more names from 

peoples purported to be from "Cuaguila" occur in the records (Martinez 

del Rfo 1954: 41-43; BL 1606; BL 1615a; BL 1616) (see Appendix #1). 

The same process of population shifting can also be noted 

during the 1620*s. The annual reports for the years 1622, 1624, and 

1626 cite a great number of deaths because of plagues. Many people 

at the missions would flee to the hinterland to escape these maladies 

where, however, many other persons were also perishing for the same 

reason. On the other hand, back country gentiles during these times 

would go to the missions to request baptism, also in an effort to 

stem the tide of sickness and death (AGN 1622; AGN 1624; AGN 1626). 

The Anua of 1622 records somewhat more information on the 

gentiles from the hinterland who arrived at the Parras missions. 

Some had come in from Coahuila (two bands had done so this year) 

and others would arrive at the settlements at harvest time. Many 



persons were described as ladinos or "acculturated," and at least 

the chiefs spoke Mexican although all understood it. The people were 

said to be docile and willing to learn. The report also stated that 

these natives loved their own lands so much that even after six or 

seven months at Parras they would return to their territories, although 

they would come back to the mission punctually the following year. At 

the same time, there were many people dwelling in the mountains who 

would admit no Spaniards, even missionaries, to their territories or 

camps. Spaniards and others who had inadvertently crossed into the 

areas possessed by these groups had been killed (AGN 1622). 

Outside of the Parras-Laguna district, nearby peoples were 

also in contact with Spanish civilization during this early period, 

although this is much more difficult to document. Probably Spanish 

contact with Salineros, Tobosos, and Chisos was not as sporadic as 

the lack of specific references in the sources indicates* Spaniards 

around Santa Barbara and San Bartolome no doubt tried to and did employ 

nearby groups of Indians as laborers on mines and ranches, apparently 

reflected by the fact that a number of the back country Indians knew 

how to speak mexicano or Nahuatl (see below), a language which served 

as a lingua franca in the north Mexican area at this time. Despite 

the poor documentation on the desert groups until the 1640*s, what 

little does exist affords a glimpse of the activities of these peoples 

until the latter date. 

On the basis of proximity it is most likely that some Salineros 

were in contact with the Laguna district missions, although this is 
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not evident from the band or group names that occur in the records, 

and there is evidence that some of these Laguna-Parras peoples in 

effect became known in later years as "Salineros." It is also uncer­

tain when Salineros were settled at the mission of Tizonazo, founded 

between 1630 and 1639 (Dunne 1948: 43-46). Around 1626, before the 

erection of Tizonazo, a town at Agua de Pelayo and another at La 

Mimbrera were established for the "Salineros" near Las Salinas, where 

it was expected that a great many people would come in to settle 

(AGN 1626). 

Tobosos seemingly were first contacted by the Espejo expedition 

to New Mexico in 1582. At this time it was thought they were a small 

nation (and they may have been) because only a few Indians were seen 

(Bolton 1916: 171-172). By 1593* Tobosos and Gavilanes had raided 

Spanish holdings and an expedition was sent out after them under 

Captain Francisco de Leyva y Bonilla (Bancroft 1884? 128-129; Forbes 

1959)• A decade later, in I63O, according to Bancroft, Father Antonio 

Zalduendo went to Coahuila where he worked about three years as a 

missionary, but he had to give up his labors because of the raids of 

Tobosos and other Indians (Bancroft 1884: 336, 375)• However, Alessio 

Robles, the historian of Coahuila, cites the lack of exactness of the 

dates of Zalduendo*s activities in this area and does not mention the 

Tobosos (Alessio Robles 1938: 150-151, 180-181). 

A mission was founded at Atotonilco by Franciscans in 1611. 

This was apparently set up for Tobosos, but they reportedly rebelled 

from this place in 1612. These Indians were finally pacified by 
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Governor Francisco de Urdinola who managed to resettle them at Atoton­

ilco and at San Bartolome (Alegre II 1958; 41-42; West 1949: 11-12; 

AHP 1641A; UTD 1648). 

While the events of these early years are extremely sketchy, 

"Tobosos" and other Indian groups begin to emerge in the record as 

raiders in Nueva Vizcaya. About the year 1618 during the Tepehuan 

Revolt, Indians, probably Salineros and Tobosos of Las Salinas de 

Machete and Pozo Hediondo, rebelled together with Conchos from the 

Santa Barbara mountains. Tepehuanes were probably also involved 

(see below), and a group called Conejos was indicted at this same 

time. Captains Moxquera and Medrano led campaigns against these 

rebels (Hackett 1926: 98, 110; AGN 1617; AGN 1618). 

Toboso groups show up again in the 1620*s. Five Tobosos 

appeared before the Spanish governor in Durango in May of 1621. One 

was Jacobo and another Cristobal, a principal, the son of Don Jusephe, 

the governor and cacique of the Toboso nation. These envoys reported 

that the Nonoties (Nonojes), Achaclames (Acoclames), and Xipocales 

bands had gone to Atotonilco to make peace nin the name of all the 

rest," and that the Indians were now ready to go to the San Bartolome 

Valley to work in the harvest (siega) (Hackett 1926: 124). 

As was noted above, some of the desert bands were probably 

Tepehuanes (see Band History). On January 16, 1622, Don Juan Negrito, 

cacique and governor of a group of Tepehuanes called Negritos, camped 

at the Mapimi mines, went to the Spaniards to make peace. This, it 

was reported, he did in the name of "the rest of his bands 
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(parcialidades)." indicating that there were more than one group of 

Tepehuanes in this region at the time (Hackett 1926: 126). 

On May 7, 1624# Fray Lazaro de Eapinoza, Guardian of the 

convent at Atotonilco, appeared in Durango with Jusepe (Jusephe), 

the Indian governor of Atotonilco. Three other Indians were with 

them. One was Diego, son of Don Agustfn, captain and governor of 

the Toboso nation; the second, Alonso, was captain of a Toboso ranch-

eria or band; and the third was named Jacobo. These three men reported 

that they, their people, and the Nonojes, Ocochames (Acoclames), and 

Chisos nations, as well as some Tepehuanes and Salineros, had been at 

war against the Spaniards for over twenty years. They confessed to 

their past deeds—damage that they had committed on farms and ranches 

in the Santa Barbara area—including one time when they had haughtily 

refused a request from the governor to surrender. When a contingent 

had been sent out after them, a Spaniard had been killed and some of 

the Indians wounded or imprisoned. Now, however, these Tobosos were 

willing to settle in peace. The Spanish governor ordered them to 

settle on the Florido River at a spot named San Felipe, six leagues 

from Atotonilco (Hackett 1926: 140-142). It is not known if this 

settlement was ever established. 

A report of the following year described Salineros, Tobosos, 

Acoclames, and Nonojes as allied bands comprising a great number of 

people. They lived in an area thirty leagues from the province of 

Santa Barbara and had never accepted mission doctrine (Hackett 1926: 



153). In the next decade these peoples are not heard of directly. 

However, many years later, in 1671, a Spaniard named Valerio Cortes 

testified in Parral that the Masames ("Tobosos") had revolted in 

1632, in one of the first "movements" (or so Cortes thought or 

remembered) of the desert Indians (CD[1671]). 

Despite the lack of adequate historical information for this 

early period, Spanish-native contacts in the Greater Bolson de Mapim£ 

area had been in progress for many years, probably close to eighty, 

by the time the revolt of 1644 broke out. Apparently the period of 

initial shock for the natives was over and they were now rather well 

along in an adaptation to the new conditions introduced by the entrance 

of the Europeans to their country. This adaptation, however, had its 

high and low points, with one of the peaks of intensity of native 

contact with Spanish civilization occurring with the first major 

rebellion of the Indians of central northern Mexico in 1644. 



B. The 1644 Revolt 

The rebellion of 1644» four years before the first major 

Tarahumara uprising in the western Sierra Madre country, was the 

first general outbreak in which the desert tribes played any kind 

of prominent role. Some of these peoples bad been involved in the 

Tepehuan Revolt of 1617, as noted above, but the action on this later 

occasion centered on a number of the desert-dwelling nations. Several 

different bands of Tobosos and Salineros took part, as well as the much 

more sedentary Concho Indians. The revolt continued through the follow­

ing year and was considered finally put down in the early months of 

1646 when peace was established with various Tobosos and Salinero bands. 

The Concho groups had been pacified for the most part by the middle of 

the previous year (Spicer 1962: 30; AHP l646Ab; 1646a; 1650a). 

Actually, for such peoples as the Tobosos, Salineros, some of 

the desert Tepehuanes, and probably the Chisos, 1644 seems to have 

been only a high point or intensification of what by this time was a 

fairly well established raiding pattern. However, it does not appear 

that the Conchos Indians, northwest of the territories of these desert 

peoples, had developed this kind of raiding complex. This seemingly 

is why the Jesuits Alegre and Zepeda referred to the perplexity of the 

Spaniards over the fact that the Conchos had taken to the warpath. 

According to these writers, the Conchos were a fairly settled people 

who had always been faithful to the Spaniards, and many were employed 
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in mines and ranches in the Parral and San Bartolom^ Valley districts 

(Alegre III 1959: 37-39; DHM 1645; CD 1650a). 

On the other hand, the desert bands apparently had never 

ceased to fight or raid Spaniards despite their occasional short 

stay3 at settlements or missions. About 1640, Governor Bravo de la 

Serna wrote that the warring nations that had committed the most damage 

in the kingdom of Nueva Vizcaya were the Tepehuanes, Tobosos, and 

Salineros, which indicates that these peoples were not peaceful prior 

to 1644. The governor stated that he had been able to pacify some of 

them in the vicinity of San Bartolome (AGN ca 1640). Later, Tobosos, 

Nonojes, and Acoclames, who had been settled at Atotonilco (unfor­

tunately, it is unknown for how long), rebelled in 1643. They joined 

a number of other bands and began attacking Spanish holdings in the 

Santa Barbara Valley and elsewhere, stealing over 180 animals from 

the hacienda of Juana de Aldaz, located about three leagues from the 

Atotonilco mission. The reports at this time mention previous revolts 

of the Tobosos (AHP I644A). 

The writers of the period do not point to any specific cause 

for such a general conflagration in 1644, except possibly machinations 

of the devil. Father Zepeda, however, perhaps gave part of the answer. 

The region had suffered an extreme drought for five years (his writing 

this in 1645 would place the beginning of the drought at around I64O). 

This combined with pestilence—Zepeda referred to a number of deaths 

among Salineros for this reason in 1644# and no doubt other "nations" 

were not spared—may very well have been one of the factors that 
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pushed tribes like the Conchos over the threshold into active hostil­

ities (DHM 1645). 

Moreover, it is not entirely clear how this general rebellion 

began. According to Alegre, it started when the natives of the Fran­

ciscan mission of San Francisco del Mesquital picked up and left, an 

action that had repercussions on the mission of Tizonazo, where many 

Salineros were settled. According to Alegre, hostilities were then 

taken up by the Tobosos, who committed an inordinate number of depre­

dations on Spanish wagon trains, mines, and other holdings (Alegre 

III 1959: 23-24)• Zepeda somewhat more directly implied that the 

Tobosos had been largely responsible for the rebellion. This nation, 

the most cruel and warlike of all the tribes, which had been brought 

into peace almost annually, had been causing trouble in the province 

for at least two years prior to 1644 (DHM 1645)• 

At the same time, the motivations for revolt among some of the 

tribes were more than the Indians simply being hungry because of a 

prolonged drought. While nothing is known of the internal Toboso 

situation, reports on the Salineros indicated that some of these 

people had been feeling the effects of Spanish efforts of acculturation. 

Both Alegre and Zepeda (Alegrefs information may have come largely from 

Zepeda) describe certain features that point to changes in the native 

social organization owing to Spanish pressure. During the revolt the 

Indians "elected" one Jeronimo de Moranta to lead the entire nation, 

and they designated him "the great one or king." Another man, 

Nicolas Baturi (Baluzi, Baluri) (Pies de Liebre). was given the 



subordinate office of "captain" which, according to Father Zepeda, 

constituted a counterposition to that of the Spanish General, Juan 

de Barraza. A third Indian, named Hernandote and chosen as "Bishop," 

was in charge of religious matters—he gave Mass, ridiculed the 

ceremony of the Holy Sacrifice through mimicry, and performed mar­

riages and divorces for his flock at will (Alegre III 1959: 37,40; 

DHM 1645). 

With the outbreak in 1644, the governor of Nueva Vizcaya sent 

the Maestre de Campo Francisco Mbntano de la Cueva to the Rio Grande 

against the Conchos, and General Juan de Barraza was sent, with three 

companies, against the Tobosos. Barraza penetrated to the last 

rancherias of the Tobosos, said to be near the Rfo Grande (according 

to a Spanish report, but there seems to be no additional information 

supporting that the northern boundary of the Tobosos was actually 

near this river). 

At this time there were a number of raids and encounters 

between Spaniard and Indian, and many of the latter were either killed 

or imprisoned. One group of Indians, apparently mostly Conchos, 

attacked the Franciscan mission of San Francisco de Concho, killing 

the two friars there and burning the church. They then moved north­

ward to another Concho mission, San Pedro de Conchos, which they also 

ravaged, although the missionary there escaped. Other groups operated 

around Parral, San Bartolome, and Mapimf. One band attacked the mines 

at Inde, killed a number of Spaniards and ran off most of the cattle. 

These Indians were well mounted on horses, and Alegre noted that 

following the raid they moved with such "incredible speed that in 



two days they travelled seventy leagues." However, in this case the 

celerity of the rebels only worked against them, as on their way back 

they encountered the Spanish troops returning from the northern 

campaign who promptly took back the booty. A number of the raiders 

were then killed or taken prisoners, and the remainder returned to 

their tribes in the back country. In retaliation for this, however, 

the Tobosos then went to the Cabezas at Tizonazo, where some 300 

families were settled, and convinced the Cabezas to join them on the 

warpath (Alegre III 1956: 25, 37-39; DHM 1645; CD 1644; CD 1650a). 

According to Alegre, these Indians from Tizonazo were the last 

to enter the fracas. He states that they were of the Cabeza nation, 

although other material indicates that there were many Salineros 

involved, and more than one band who had been at peace for over fifty 

years. Father Zepeda notes that it was after the attack on the two 

Concho towns of San Francisco and San Pedro that the Salineros proper 

joined the Cabezas, with whom they were related by blood, and the 

Tobosos (Alegre III 1956: 25-26; DHM 1645; AHP 1645 Aa; AHP I646B; 

AHP l652Dc). 

Don Cebrian, the Indian governor at Tizonazo of the "first" 

band (parcialidad) of Salineros at this mission, retired to Inde with 

a few of his people and their missionary Father Diego Osorio when 

hostilities broke out. The remainder of Cebrian*s band joined the 

rebels (AHP I646B). Seemingly, Cebrian tried but failed to stop the 

others, while in the meantime the latter stole his wife and took her 

off to the back country with them. Another Indian governor at 
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Tizonazo, Don Alvaro de Moranta, was sent with the Jesuit Nicolas de 

Zepeda, the former missionary at that place, to attempt to cement 

peace with the Cabezas. With this overture more than 400 Cabezas 

and Salineros returned and promised to live quietly in their settle­

ment. However, as soon as Zepeda left Tizonazo, the Cabezas fled to 

the hills. Don Alvaro was sent to them again but this time they 

killed him while on the road. During this time there was a continual 

round of attacks upon Spanish settlements and on wagon and mule trains, 

the assaults occurring frequently and over wide areas (Alegre III 

1956: 25-26; DHM 1645). 

The Salinero-Cabeza group divided into three squads for their 

raiding activities. One went to Ramos, another toward Cuencame, and 

the third to the Parras-Laguna district. The latter attacked the 

town of San Pedro and burned the houses and profaned the church, but 

they desisted from going on to Parras when they learned that the 

Spaniards were there in force awaiting them. On the way, however, 

the Indians captured a Spanish woman, Antonia Trevino (N. Tremeno 

by Zepeda), and her four children and took them to the head chief, 

Geronimo de Moranta„ Two of the boys were killed before their 

mother*s eyes and the third a few days later. Her daughter was 

given to one of the other chiefs. According to an Indian, apparently 

a Salinero, who had been with Antonia part of the time, the children 

not only had been killed but they also had been roasted (en barbacoa) 

and eaten. Antonia had had her Spanish clothing taken from her and 

was given Indian dress. Her hair was cut and she was assigned such 



woman*s duties within the tribe as fetching water and firewood. The 

Indian who had captured her had once been her servant (Alegre III 

1956: 40-41J AHP 1652DCJ DHM 1645). 

After several months of such servitude, during which time 

she was traded among several different masters, Antonia was given to 

the Tobosos as part of an alliance agreement. Some Indian declarants 

under questioning later stated she had been turned over to the Ocome 

band, although most disavowed knowing anything about what had become 

of her. One Salinero woman, however, stated that Antonia had been 

held by a Toboso band (unspecified) camped next to hers during the 

uprising and that later these Tobosos had killed Antonia when they 

decided to return to peace. Another Salinero woman declared that she 

had heard that Antonia had died of cocolixtli (an Aztec or Mexican 

term used during the Colonial period to refer to epidemic diseases, 

most usually smallpox). Both Alegre and Zepeda stated that the 

Tobosos had killed her so that there would be no witness to their 

own evil doings. The daughter, who had remained with the Salineros 

and Cabezas, was ultimately released, although pregnant, and went 

back to Spanish civilization (Alegre III 1956: 40-41; DHM 1645; 

AHP l652Dc). 

Spanish forces made a number of sallies in an attempt to 

reduce the rebels to peace. Maestre de Campo Montano de la Cueva 

went to Atotonilco and Cristobal Nevares moved into the Conchos 

country. Juan de Barraza marched a few leagues from Cuencame with 



the major portion of the Spanish troops to go to Las Salinas at the 

end of August to cut off the Indians who had been reported to be on 

their way to Las Bocas. Governor Luis de Valdes himself took out a 

force that penetrated into the second salt flat (salina) two days* 

march from the Salinas de Machete. Here the enemy, now suffering 

because of the lack of food, was corraled on the top of a hill and 

forced to surrender (Alegre III 1956: 41-42; DHM 1645; CD 1650a). 

Moranta and his group at the salt flats, which may have included 

a few Tobosos, were pardoned for their activities and given a three-

day truce. Some eighteen to twenty Indians were kept with the Span­

iards as hostages while the others prepared for the coming peace. 

The Indians did not show up by the end of the period granted as they 

had promised; instead they had made use of the time involved in the 

peace negotiations as a ruse in order to make good their escape, 

apparently breaking up into a number of small groups as they left. 

Valdes* Spanish camp was then forced to move to Cerro Gordo, a place 

commonly frequented by the rebels, owing to the lack of supplies. 

Here some of the hostages were put to death. In the meantime, a 

band of some twenty-eight to thirty Indians, including six chiefs, 

was captured by a small Spanish force at Las Bocas (Alegre III 1956: 

42; DHM 1645). 

The governor began to prepare for another sally into Las 

Salinas. Moranta*s group, aware of this, then sent Dominguillo to 

Atotonilco to request peace from Montano, since they were afraid of 

punishment at the hands of the governor for their treachery during 



the previous truce. When Dominguillo arrived he requested that a 

certain Francisco Mama, who had remained with the Spaniards, be sent 

to the Salineros. According to Alegre, Mama was faithful to the 

Spaniards but also was much loved by the Indians, who were now sorry 

they had not followed his advice about refraining from going to war. 

A Salinero testifying later claimed that the Indians had received Mama 

and his message of peace because they were still fearful from the 

attack that the governor had made upon them at the salt flats. By 

this time the governor was again marching through these same flats, 

and the Indians in fear of him travelled day and night to reach 

Atotonilco in order to escape him and make a truce with Montano 

(Alegre III 1956: 42-43; DHM 1645j AHP I646B). 

Meanwhile, the Spaniards had sent a number of envoys to the 

Tobosos with offers of peace, all of which were turned down. Finally 

on May 8, 1645# a Toboso by the name of Juan Largo was sent to the 

rebels with a mule loaded with clothing and supplies as a possible 

inducement for surrender. On the 11th, however, notice was received 

that Juan Largo had died en route to his people, apparently of old 

age (AHP 1645Aa). 

Actually, Montano had made an entry into Concho country, 

leaving Captain Lui3 de Escobar in command at Atotonilco, on the 

border of the territory of the Tobosos, Nonojes, Acoclames, and 

Ocomes. Barraza had already received his instructions to go out 

against the Cabezas who, apparently, were not felt to be in direct 

alliance with the Toboso bands* Specifically, Escobar was to send 
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out an envoy, a Toboso named Cristobal El Gangoso (The Snuffler), 

son of Juan Largo and resident at Atotonilco, to the Tobosos and their 

allies, as they were located nearest to the Spanish holdings in the 

San Bartolome' Valley. An attack upon this area and the destruction 

of the ripening wheat at this time would have been extremely detri­

mental to the mining centers of Parral and San Diego which were supplied 

from here (AHP 1645Aa; CD 1650a). 

El Gangoso returned to Atotonilco around the 24th of June, 

having met with little success, and was sent out again. On his 

second return, he brought with him two of the rebels, a Toboso cap­

tain named Zapata and a Nonoje. These men had been empowered by their 

groups to make a peace offering. Montano, returning from his campaign 

against the Concho, was met by El Gangoso at San Francisco de Conchos 

with word that the Tobosos would meet him at Atotonilco. At the same 

time El Gangoso met and talked with about one hundred Conchos who had 

just arrived in peace at San Francisco. The Spanish authorities 

hoped that when the Tobosos heard how leniently the once-rebel 

Conchos had been treated, this would be an added inducement for them 

to declare peace, although the Toboso, Nonoje, Ocome, and Acoclame 

chiefs had already promised peace to Escobar (AHP l645Aa; CD 1650a). 

Again in the latter part of July, Indian envoys arrived in 

Atotonilco with the ambassador El Gangoso. These included the Toboso 

cacique Cristobal Zapata (the Don Cristobal Doble cited by Zepeda?) 

and another captain also named Cristobal who had come to offer peace 



in the name of all of the Tobosos. Ocome and Acoclame chiefs were 

with them to speak for their peoples as well as a Nonoje named Pedro, 

said to be a delegate from his chief, Juan Casa Zavala (occasionally 

Casabala). The allied "Toboso" groups stated they would come to 

Atotonilco as soon as they had consumed some squash they had planted 

and other food they had on hand. Two women and two children were 

left as hostages by the envoys when they departed for their home 

territories (AHP 1645Aa; DHM 1645; CD 1650a). 

On August 25, Escobar received word that at least part of 

the Toboso groups were two days* journey from Atotonilco; Zapata, 

with another man and two women, were only one day*s travel away and 

would soon arrive at the pueblo. The envoy Pedro was sent out to 

bring in the others within a period of six days. On September 3, 

Cristobal El Gangoso came in with ten Tobosos, half of whom were 

women. The men were chief Cristobal Zapata, his son Ant<£n, and Juan, 

Santiago, and El Peinado (two who were nephews of Cristobal the 

Toboso), plus the Salinero Dominguillo. Montano de la Cueba, who had 

now been in Atotonilco since August 30, received them. The Tobosos 

said they had come in the name of their governor, Don Cristobal, to 

make peace and that they were certain the Spaniards would keep their 

word because of what El Gangoso had reported to them concerning the 

treatment the Conchos had received. At this time Zapata*s band was 

said to be called the Jaquue, and the Nonojes, Ococlames, and Ocomes 

were reported to be still at war (AHP 1645Aa J CD 1650a). 
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Dominguillo, the son of chief Nicolas Baturi, reported that 

he had been sent by the Salineros to request peace. The Salineros 

were now camped close to the Tobosos, and the two groups were in con­

stant contact with each other. The Salineros would come in immediately 

if their peace offer were accepted. The Tobosos and Dominguillo were 

then given meat and flour and told to go and rest before they returned 

to their peoples. Two days later they were given gifts, some of which 

were specifically to ransom the Spanish woman, wife of Antonio Fernandez, 

apparently Antonia Trevino (the names given by Zepeda are Antonio Peres 

de Molina and N. Tramena). According to the Tobosos the Ocomes now had 

her, although they had purchased her from the Cabezas who had captured 

her when they had attacked a wagon train en route to the town of Mapiin^. 

Moranta, they reported, had gone off with the Cabezas and Colorados, 

who were at this time camped a little to the west ("this side") of the 

Salinas de Machete. There was also another group of Cabezas and 

Colorados in this same region. The Toboso envoys were soon dispatched 

to fetch their head chief Cristobal and the remainder of their people 

(AHP 1645Aaj CD 1650a). 

Chief Francisco Mama was sent with Dominguillo to the Salinero 

chief. Mama had just returned from Montano * s campaign against the 

Conchos, and the Spaniards felt that he would be able to relate to the 

rebel Salineros the results of the peace settlement with the Conchos. 

This plan apparently worked, and on the 19th of September Dominguillo 

and another Salinero showed up with the news that the rest of the band 

was on its way to Atotonilco. This was one day after the governor had 



left Cerro Gordo with five companies of military, including many 

Tepehuan and Tarahumara auxiliaries, and marched his camp to Ato-

tonilco. The Salineros arrived on the 30th with captain Francisco 

Mama and the Salinero governor Don Pedro. These men reported that 

their principal chiefs, Don Geronimo Moranta and Don Gaspar, were at 

that time out gathering up the remaining Salineros to take to Ato-

tonilco. Early in October two Cabezas, who had come in with the 

Salineros, were sent out to seek a surrender from their band. These 

rebels, including some Salineros who were neighbors of the town of 

Mapina and who had been terrorized by the arms of Barraza, surrendered 

within a short while. The governor issued orders for the arrangements 

regarding the peace settlement and for the punishment of the leaders. 

Some of the Indians were returned to their mission at Tizonazo and 

others were distributed to various Spanish settlements (Alegre III 

1956: 43-45; CD 1650a; AHP l645Aaj AHP I646B). 

In the early part of October, 1645, El Gangoso was back in 

Atotonilco with the Toboso governor Don Cristobal and a few other 

persons. Cristobal offered to cement peace with the Spaniards, as 

well as to bring in the Nonox (Nonojes) nation which lived in the same 

area as the Tobosos. Cristobal was sent out again but was back before 

the end of the month. On October 31# the Tobosos were formally settled 

in peace at Atotonilco. At this time it was reported that the Nonojes, 

Ocomes, Ococlames (Acoclames), and other nations still in rebellion 

had not yet come to the Spaniards because they had been cut off by a 

squad of soldiers from the troops marching with the Spanish governor 
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Valdes, although Valdes reported at this time that he had suspended 

military action against the Indians in order not to disrupt the efforts 

for peace being made from Atotonilco. The Indians, frightened by the 

soldiers, had returned to theii" own territories, and on November 3rd 

envoys were sent to the Nonojes and Cabezas. The Coyomes (Cocoyomes), 

the now settled Tobosos reported, lived the farthest away and were now 

at peace with the Spaniards. However, the latter sent out special 

envoys to the Coyomes (CD 1650a). 

Many of these bands remained at large for the next few months. 

Negritos were reported to be roaming about the area of Santo Domingo, 

La Cadena, and MapinuL. Ocomes, Nonojes, Cabezas, and another group 

of Salineros (possibly those referred to above as being from Mapimf) 

continued in revolt, although by the end of November the Ocomes, 

Ococlames (Acoclames), and Nonojes had sent messengers to the Spaniards 

to affirm a peace; it was not consummated, however, until the middle of 

January of the following year (AHP l652Dc; CD 1650a; CD [1671]). 

The Salineros who had surrendered began to complain that they 

did not want to return to Tizonazo because of the lack of water and good 

lands. They also objected to being returned to their former missionary, 

Father Diego Osorio. Nevertheless, over these objections the Spaniards, 

with some difficulty, eventually resettled over two hundred at the 

Tizonazo mission. Once there, many misbehaved and a number of small 

groups of Indians began to disappear. Part of this situation, however, 

was due to the intervention of local Spaniards. The captains Montano 

de la Cueva, Escobar, and Ontiveros, apparently for their own personal 



advantage, had surreptitiously told the Indians to ask the Spanish 

governor if they could settle at Cerro Gordo rather than return to 

Tizonazo, and they themselves had promised the Salineros that Cabezas 

Indians would also be settled with them at Cerro Gordo (Alegre III 

1956: 44; AHP I646B; AHP 1652DC ) .  

On December 13th three envoys from the still rebellious 

Salineros of chief Francisco El Tuerto arrived at San Gregorio de 

Naysa. Peace was granted them and El Tuerto brought in some thirty-

three persons from Santo Domingo where they had been camped. Not 

long afterwards the Coyotes, who had formerly been settled at Mapim£ 

and were now reported to be in the area of Santo Domingo and La Cadena, 

were ready to come to peace terms. Furthermore, other bands (apparently 

Salinero) were negotiating for peace at this time—those of chiefs Juan 

Bonifacio and Gabriel Pachon—but it is not entirely clear whether or 

not these constituted two different groups. Eventually they came in 

with El Tuerto, whom they requested to be their governor (AHP I646B; 

AHP l652Dc). 

The Spaniards wanted these people to return to Mapim£, but the 

Indians objected and stated that they were afraid of retaliations by 

the local Spanish population. Not only this, but at Mapimx they would 

be able to enjoy only a partial peace as they were enemies of the 

Alaguna nation (apparently Laguneros). Owing to these reasons and 

because the land in the Mapimf region was rather infertile, the people 

under El Tuerto were eventually settled at an hacienda at Cerro Gordo 



(where seemingly they had been located at some time in the past) 

(AHP 1646B; AHP 1652DC ) .  

The month of January of the following year, 1646, saw a formal 

peace established with a number of the rebel bands. On January 12 

peace was made with chief Francisco Hauchuli (also Hauchile) and fifty-

eight Nonojes at Atotonilco. The next day two Cabeza envoys who had 

been dispatched on October 7 of the previous year returned to Atotonilco. 

They brought with them nine Cabezas and two Matarajes. One of the 

messengers reported that the reason for their delay in coming back was 

that after conferring with the Cabezas they had decided to penetrate 

more deeply into the hinterland. Here they had visited nine other 

nations—Cabacuitac (or Cabacuitae), Totolcoyome, Gavilanes, Matarajes, 

Cocoyomes, Talcocoyomes, Tubaymamar, Macalypilguas, and Babosarigas— 

all of whom had acquiesced in going to the Spaniards to surrender. On 

the 16th of January forty-two Ocomes under chief Miguel arrived in 

Atotonilco and made peace with the Spaniards. Two days later, on the 

18th, 396 persons from ten "nations" led by the Cabezas—Cabezas, 

Gavilanes, Macaltypilguas, Cocoyomes, Cabacbitac, Talcocoyomes, 

Salineros, Tubaymamar, Matarajes, and Babosarigas—also surrendered 

at Atotonilco (CD 1650a). 

In November, after the first groups of Salineros and Tobosos 

had surrendered, Governor Luis de Valde's ordered an investigation of 

the motives behind the uprising. A number of Indians were questioned, 

and the results were those typically obtained by the Spanish procedure 

of interrogating witnesses and delinquents. Aside from the somewhat 



different variations in the stories, it seems clear that the Indians, 

particularly the Salineros, were aware that they should admit nothing 

that might implicate themselves. Responsibility for the rebellion, 

raiding and other crimes was often placed on other persons or on other 

bands. Salineros blamed the Tobosos. The little information that came 

to light concerning the Spanish woman and her children in the main 

corroborates Alegre's story, as well as the fact that it was apparently 

indeed the Ocomes to whom the Cabezas traded her. It was stated on 

several occasions that booty from raiding was shared with other groups; 

one Salinero declared that his band had divided their proceeds with a 

large tribe called the Come cfbolas (AHP l652Dc; CD 1650b). 

Ger<$nimo Moranta, the Salinero governor from Tizonazo, claimed 

that an Indian unknown to him personally had advised his Salineros to 

leave the mission because the Spaniards were planning to hang them. 

Out of fear the Indians had left and Moranta, under orders from the 

Spanish Alcalde Mayor, had gone out later to bring them back. It is 

not too clear what happened after this. The Spaniards in one of their 

campaigns at a place called E1 Penol de la Porcingula (probably at 

Las Salinas—see above) corraled the Salineros who had promised peace. 

The people were in general agreement with this, according to Moranta, 

but one man, Francisco El Tuerto, had insisted that the peace offer 

was merely a ruse under which the Spaniards were planning to capture 

and execute them. Consequently, the Salineros had retired farther into 

the back country, and judging from other information it must have been 

soon after this that the band of Salineros under El Tuerto broke off 
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from the main group. At the time of these testimonies the latter were 

now ready to settle down in peace. Moranta also claimed that the 

pillaging and murdering that had taken place during the uprising had 

been done by the Tobosos, Matarajes, and Negritos, and that only sane 

six Salineros had been involved. He later admitted, however, that 

another group of Salineros, those governed by Don Cebrian, had committed 

some raiding but had kept all the booty for themselves. Despite this 

declaration, other information indicates that most if not all of Don 

Cebrian*s band had been with the rest of the Salineros. Moranta did 

not know if the captives taken by the Indians during the revolt were 

dead or alive (AHP I656B; AHP l652Dc; CD 1650b). 

Other Salinero witnesses filled out Moranta*s story. Some 

stated that they had gone along with the uprising because the rest of 

their people had been in favor of it. Apparently not all of the 

Salineros had been at Tizonazo at the time of the rebellion. Some had 

been working on nearby haciendas and as soon as they had heard the news 

of the revolt they had left to join their people. Others claimed that 

they had never learned exactly why the Salineros had left Tizonazo, 

although some cited trouble with certain Spaniards as the reason. The 

principal conflict mentioned involved sane Salinero coWboys who had 

been working at an hacienda at Ramos which belonged to a certain Dofia 

Marifa, She had implicated them in the theft of some animals in which 

it was thought that Tobosos and Cabezas had been involved. Some 

witnesses claimed that the Salineros had left the hacienda because 
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of the fear of punishment and others that Dona Mar£a had become angry 

and had sent them away (AHP l652Dc). 

The Toboso governor, Don Cristobal, whose group had been living 

at Atotonilco, gave his Toboso version of the uprising. When he had 

heard that the Ocomes were planning to go on the warpath, he personally 

had gone to than in an attempt to get them to change their minds. Then, 

during his absence, he learned that his own braves had fled from 

Atotonilco. While on his way to intercept them out in the back country 

he learned that the Spaniards were blaming his group as well as other 

"Tobosos" as the perpetrators of a number of robberies and murders. 

With this, he and his people, out of fear, retired farther into the 

desert. For a while they had been at El Penol de la Porcingula (which 

would seem to indicate that they had been together with the Salineros). 

Don Cristobal, and later Zapata, admitted that the Tobosos had had a 

hand in some of the raids committed during the hostilities (CD 1650b; 

AHP l652Dc). 

After January of I646, the province of Nueva Vizcaya enjoyed a 

short period of peace, although it is not certain if all the nations 

that took part in the uprising surrendered. At the end of February, 

the Viceroy wrote that over 2,000 Indians of the province had been 

reduced to peace and that some 150 of the leaders had been executed 

for their deeds (Hackett 1926: 162). However, by the middle of the 

year several of the bands had gone back on the warpath. Tobosos, 

Nonojes, Ocomes, Acoclames, Otolcoclomes, and even Conchos were 

mentioned (CD 1646a; AHP l646Ab). About this same time the 



inhabitants of Tizonazo rebelled, after suffering some five months of 

a plague of cocolixtli. The ethnic identity of the Indians is not 

mentioned, but certainly many were Salineros and perhaps some were 

Tepehuanes. Some forty families remained faithful to the Spaniards 

and were taken to Inde by their missionary for protection. Many of 

the rebels were returned to the mission at the beginning of the 

following year (AGN 1645-1647a). 

Information on the desert-dwelling Indians is practically 

nonexistent from this time until the early 1650*s. However, one minor 

event in April of 1647 indicates that there were still rebel groups in 

the hinterland. A group of Indians, of unstated ethnic affiliation, 

while on a pilgrimage were attacked by enemy Indians on the road to 

Parral. They were beaten and their clothing and an image they were 

carrying were taken from them. Their assailants informed them that 

if they were caught again with such images they would be killed. It 

was not determined exactly who the attackers were, but it was thought 

that they were Salineros under the protection of Baltazar de Ontiveros, 

who a little over a year earlier had been named "protector" of the 

Cabeza Indians (these two terms were possibly used interchangeably 

here) (AHP 1647J AHP l652Dc). 



C. The 1650*3 

Not all of the desert bands surrendered in I646, and from the 

available documentation some raiding by these peoples continued during 

the next few years. Moreover, whatever peace the province of Nueva 

Vizcaya as a whole enjoyed was short-lived. In 1648 and again in 1650, 

the Tarahumara to the west of the Parral district revolted, the second 

time destroying the newly founded town of Villa de Aguilar near the 

Papigochic River. In the 1650*3 there is evidence of the desert 

dwelling Indian's raiding activities becoming more intense. To make 

matters worse, while the tribes of the Greater Bolson were stepping 

up their warfare, in 1652 the Tarahumara rebelled for a third time, 

although they were put down in the same year (Spicer 1962: 30,32). 

In the midst of all of these enemy hostilities Spaniards 

either made expeditions themselves against these rebels or they insti­

gated friendly Indians to do so. The frontier situation at times must 

have appeared desperate to the Europeans. As seen from the capital of 

Parral the Indian wars, for a while at least, were being carried out 

on two fronts, to the west among the Tarahumara and to the east 

with the Tobosos and Salineros. Despite this, either by their own 

direct efforts or indirectly through those of their Indian allies, 

the Spaniards managed to soundly defeat the rebel Indians on several 

occasions. Battles occurred at such places as Acatita, Rio Angosto, 

and Guapagua, but the most notable one was fought at the Penol de 



San Miguel de Nonolat when several Toboso bands were virtually wiped 

out (BL 1649-1700; AHP l652Ab; AHP 1653Ad). 

A number of different Indian nations took to the battle field 

in the decade of the l650*s and the events of this period foreshadow 

in large degree much of the future history of Spanish-native relations 

in this area. The nomadic Indians were becoming increasingly efficient 

in raiding and warfare against the Europeans, while at the same time 

they were expanding their geographical range of operations. Moreover, 

the larger historical contact pattern of the reduction of the number 

of distinct Indian bands can also be noted. This trend in the decrease 

in the number of "nations" took place for several reasons, one of the 

foremost being annihilation at the hands of the Spaniards and their 

allies. Another pattern that becomes increasingly clear at this time 

was the establishment of peace by Indians and their settling down 

among the Spaniards for short periods, only to rebel and to return to 

the desert and their raiding activities. The Spanish practice of hand­

outs during and after these negotiations was no doubt a factor in 

inducing Indians to consent to peace on many occasions. The total 

picture is one of a rather continual round of peacemaking and 

rebellion. 

One Spaniard, Antonio de Medrano, described some of the 

desperation the Europeans felt at times under the onslaught of enemy 

Indian attacks. Writing from Durango in 1657, he cited the atro­

cities that the Indians committed in all parts of the Nueva Vizcayan 

province. These, he said, were executed with such cunning that their 



authors appeared to be phantoms; the only persons permitted to see 

the enemy were those unfortunate enough to fall into his hands. 

Medrano suggested that the most efficacious means of putting an end 

to these hostilities was to seek out the rebels in their own terri­

tories as had already been done on several occasions by the Spanish 

governor. However, this was becoming more difficult to carry out 

since for some time the rebels had been operating outside of their 

tribal territories. They had been reported as far south as the areas 

of San Juan del Mesquital, Sombrerete, and Durango (AHP l657Bb). 

The situation of Spaniard pitted against marauding desert 

Indian is only part of the story since other Indians were sometimes 

involved. Medrano*3 letter possibly only hints at the complexities 

of the hostilities the Europeans were forced to face at this time, 

although the natives were now in effect ranging far outside of their 

own territories. In January of the year of his writing, a large scale 

assault involving about 100 enemy Indians had been made on Los 

Cerrillos, three or four leagues from the Nazas River. The assail­

ants had spoken in Mexican, Concho, and the Salinero tongues although 

one of the attackers was reported to have said in Mexican that the 

attacking force was made up entirely of Salineros and that no other 

group should be blamed. The reason the Concho language was employed 

by the attackers remains unexplained by this statement. On another 

occasion a Conchos imprisoned in Durango for murder and theft in the 

jurisdiction of Chalchihuite3, declared that his accomplices had been 

five Salineros, including one woman, and four Cabezas. About this 



same time, a band of Julimes and Chisos had attacked a Spaniard and 

an Indian only six leagues from Durango. The fact that these Indians 

were operating this far south amazed the Spanish authorities (AHP 

l657Bb). 

Actually, this and other information indicates that some of 

the trouble was coming from Indian hacienda workers rather than from 

the permanently rebel groups living in the back country. These 

laborers would get together for specific assaults and disband after­

wards. The hacienda Indians were accustomed, particularly during the 

summer season, to retire from their places of work to look for food 

as well as for other (unspecified) reasons. The chance of their 

banding together on these occasions for raiding parties was naturally 

increased. Furthermore, crimes committed by other persons were 

probably often blamed on the desert Indians and lend confusion to the 

reports about the activities of these nomads (AHP l654Aa; AHP l654Ac; 

AHP l657Bb). 

The situation of the "Salineros" and the "Cabezas" also 

appears to be somewhat complicated. During part of the 1650*s, a 

number of these groups were allied on the Spanish side to the extent 

that they were employed as auxiliaries against the Toboso bands. 

Many of these people apparently worked for Spaniards on haciendas and 

other establishments. However, Spaniards felt that from these places, 

as well as from their mission of Tizonazo, Salineros and Cabezas would 

sneak off to raid Spanish holdings as they had done when they had been 
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in full rebellion. Furthermore, at times these groups were considered 

"worse11 than the "Tobosos." During the hostilities of the 1640*3 

Governor Valde's felt that they were more dangerous enemies than the 

Tobosos. In October of 1645 he wrote that the excesses of the 

Tobosos, Nonojes, Ococlames (Acoclames), and Ocomes were minor 

(por menores) while those of the Salineros and Cabezas were extreme 

(exsorvitantes) (CD 1650a). 

Conchos Indians, who as a group were fairly peaceful, were 

sometimes also cited as raiders together with the Tobosos and Salin­

eros, particularly in the region north of Parral. Despite the wide 

and intense raiding, the Spaniards here at this time seem to have been 

quite well aware that they were not dealing with any general alliance 

against them but rather with a number of independent nations. Aside 

from the fact that raids were often widely separated from one another, 

the Spaniards knew that many of the Indian "nations" were traditional 

enemies of each other and would not dare trespass upon another*s 

territory. It was also recognized that interband relations were not 

static and that a number of different temporary alliances were formed 

and dissolved, as well as that groups that would not join in a revolt 

often would be attacked by the rebels. The Tobosos, Acoclames, and 

Cabezas had done this to the Laguneros forcing them to leave their 

lands and to move under Spanish protection (AHP l654Ad). 

At various times the local citizenry petitioned the governor 

at Parral for an alleviation of the Indian menace. At such occasions 



the governor held conferences with various officials about the wild 

Indians. Opinions given by a number of persons in 1654 were typical 

of those held throughout much of the historical period. The desert 

Indians were described as people who did not want to work or to cul­

tivate the land; they wished only to live by what they could steal 

from the Spaniards. When they did surrender, which was frequent, 

they came in under the guise of peace to enjoy the protection afforded 

by the Spanish administration. However, always within a short while 

they would revolt and withdraw to their old haunts. The word of these 

Indians in peace treaties was simply worthless. In 1654» the priest 

at Parral testified that in his eighteen years experience in the area 

the Tobosos and their allies had made peace many times, but on not a 

single occasion had they kept it. A recent episode at Atotonilco was 

a good example; here the Indians had been settled with a missionary 

and furnished with everything they needed—fooc^ clothing, and animals 

to plow their fields. Still, the Indians had remained only a short 

time before they had revolted. In the 1650*s it appears that a large 

consensus was developing to the effect that the only solution to the 

enemy hostilities was to make war on the Indians until they were 

annihilated. While efforts were made in this direction, the actual 

extermination of the enemy Indians would not be realized for almost 

another 100 years (AHP 1653Ac; AHP l654Ad; AHP 1718 Ab). 

One event that occurred in the I64O* s probably contributed 

to the unsettled conditions in Nueva Vizcaya during the mid-

seventeenth century and later. Although a detailed analysis of the 



factors involved is not possible at present some of the writers of 

this period thought that this was the case. In 1646, the missions 

at Parras and San Pedro de la Laguna were secularized, after some 

fifty years of Jesuit activity there. The Black Robes kept one small 

establishment at Parras, but the area was now in the hands of the 

secular clergy. Jesuit writers somewhat exaggeratedly attributed the 

wars with the Neuva Vizcayan natives to this event, partly because of 

the dissentions that had been allowed to build up among the several 

nations after secularization. There is likely to have been some truth 

to this, and one would guess that Jesuit mediation between Indians 

and Spanish citizens had also been important (Dunne 1948: 86; DHM 

1653; AGN nd; DHM ca 1706). 

On May 1, 1653, the Jesuit Gaspar de Contreras, one of the 

two men who had remained on at Parras after the secularization, penned 

a description of the situation as he saw it. This, and another report 

rendered about fifty years later seem in part to outline the context 

of some of the events of the following decades# Contreras blamed the 

secular priests for inefficiency and stated that after the Parras 

missions had been handed over to them, the "Laguneros" had returned 

to their old haunts in the interior and had left the towns depopulated. 

The Jesuits who remained at the old mission town were still attempting 

to work with the Indians as much as possible; they had managed to get 

some to come in to them for Lent of this year and a few had even 

confessed. Some of the Indians, however, had told the Jesuits that 

"the Faith" was now finished and they were no longer Christians. The 
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people of San Lorenzo, one of the towns of La Laguna, had also revolted, 

Contreras said, and were ceaselessly executing robberies and thefts, 

including attacks on Parras. He stated that these rebels had sent a 

message to him to the effect that they would come in and surrender as 

soon as the Jesuits returned to take over the area (DHM 1653; AGN nd). 

The later report, written by an anonymous Jesuit about the 

year 1706, noted that only two secular priests had been sent to take 

over the six missions at Parras and San Pedro (three at each place), 

which had had an equal number of missionaries. By the time of this 

writing only a very few persons from the nations that had settled at 

Parras remained. Of the nations at La Laguna—Salineros, Vaqueros, 

Molineros and Cabezas—the Salineros had departed and the Laguneros 

and Baganeros (Molineros and Vaqueros?—tribal identity here is not 

clear) had been forced to remove themselves to the town of Parras, 

owing to the hostilities of the Tobosos (DHM ca 1706). 

Regardless of cause and effect, the secularization of the 

Jesuit missions in the Parras-Laguna district did occasion a change 

in the power structure and economy of the region. At a minimum there 

was a lessening of control over the Indians by virtue of the smaller 

number of clerics, and this included a reduction of direct face-to-

face contact between native and secular priests (DHM 1653; DHM ca 

1706). At the same time, when the Jesuits relinquished their control 

in the area, their role as an economic force there stopped—a large 

ranch that they had had there, for example, was abandoned. After the 

Jesuit evacuation the Urdinola hacienda nearby had been forced to 
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serve as the principal bulwark in the defense of Parras and it had 

prevented the abandonment of the town by its own military force 

(AGN nd). 

Events are sketchy for the first couple of years of the 

1650*s. In the early part of 1650 a number of Toboso bands, some 

of which had been settled at the mission of Atotonilco, went on the 

warpath. These Tobosos and the Salineros and Cabezas were reported 

to be executing a constant round of hostilities, although there are 

practically no details for the next year or so. At the first of the 

next year, the Spanish governor Diego Guajardo Fajardo reported that 

there were over 30,000 natives in the kingdom of Nueva Vizcaya, and 

underscored that there had been many Indian raids. Since the 1650 

peace with the Tarahumaras, he noted, the Tobosos, Nonojes, Acoclames, 

Gavilanes, Salineros and Cabezas had diminished their belicose 

activities to some extent, although they had not ceased to commit 

robberies and atrocious crimes, a deeply ingrained custom with them. 

The Tobosos, Nonojes, and Ococlames (Acoclames) were at this time 

sending proposals of rebellion to the Tarahumaras and Conchos. The 

governor feared that all of the nations of the province would revolt, 

a fear not totally unfounded since the Tarahumara did rebel again the 

following year, although it is not known that the Toboso proposal had 

any effect upon this Tarahumara decision. Guajardo Fajardo described 

the rebels as moving from town to town, raiding settlements as far 

south as Mapinuf, some sixty leagues from Parral. About this same 

time, however, some Salineros and Cabezas had made peace with the 

Spaniards (BL 1649-1700), 



In October of 1651 Captain Juan de Barraza summarized the 

declaration of an Indian woman. The Indians from Tizonazo had con­

gregated with a number of other bands for the purpose of avenging 

the deaths of two Indians who had been killed at the place of Palmitos. 

These groups were planning to join the Baburigames (Babozarigames), a 

large nation from the hinterland, to make war on the Spaniards since 

they were now acquainted with Spanish territory and with how the 

Europeans lived. This "talk" and plan had had its origin at the 

Tizonazo mission. Barraza commented that he had no confidence in 

the Salineros, Cabezas (of which there were only a few at Tizonazo 

but many in the back country), and Babozarigames who had some time 

previously offered to fight the Tobosos because since their offer they 

had not been heard of again (BL 1649-1700). 

In 1652 many attacks, attributed to both "Salinero" and 

"Toboso" bands, were reported over a wide area, from Parral to San 

Miguel de las Bocas (AHP l652Dbj AHP l652Bb; BL 1649-1700). In 

July, Felipa, an Indian woman fluent in the Mexican language, the 

daughter of Don Cristobal the Toboso governor (appointed—again?— 

as such in Atotonilco in June of 1649)* arrived in Parral to request 

peace. Her story was that her father, together with another six or 

seven Indians, had separated from the Nonojes, Ocomes, and Acoclames 

with whom they had been associated—and presumably from the rest of 

the Tobosos—who had become angry with Don Cristobal when he had 

reprimanded them for raiding the Spaniards. These rebels, consisting 



of some ten groups including Cabezas and Salineros, were camped at 

this time at a mountain called Tuacague, located somewhere to the 

west of the Sierra de Jaque (Jaco). Here they had their families 

and horses, abundant mesquite and water, as well as many items of 

Spanish military paraphernalia, including arquebuses, which they had 

taken from the people they had killed. They were led by three chiefs-

two Nonojes, Cristobal and Caza Zavala, and a Gavilan named Joxocomi— 

and planned to fight the Spaniards until they had annihilated them. 

Her father, Felipa claimed, would have come to the Spaniards, together 

with another Gavilan chief, and given himself up except for his great 

fear of Juan de Barraza and the other Spaniards who, he felt, would 

hang him, Felipa was given several gifts and a document which 

formally assured her safe conduct (the usual Spanish procedure), 

and was sent back to fetch her father (AHP l652Ac). 

By August 12 Felipa was back with the Spaniards—without her 

father. She reported that just before she had arrived at her own 

camp she had been stopped by a group of Nonojes. These had treated 

her with a good deal of hostility, had taken the gifts from her, and 

had accused her of collaborating with the enemy. Then, after visit­

ing her father she had returned to Atotonilco. Actually, it appears 

that the problem her father had with the other Toboso groups was that 

many of his own people had been killed by Barraza and those remaining, 

since her father was an old man (or at least was considered to be 

ineffective), had simply moved into closely related bands. This had 

left him without much of a following, as well as probably with a great 



deal of criticism. It was also learned at this time, partly from 

Felipa, that some hacienda laborers, seemingly mostly Conchos, had 

been in touch with the enemy and had sent them stolen cattle. Several 

of these men were questioned and it was learned that the Tobosos and 

allied bands were camped at a place called Nagolcaguel, located west 

of Jaque from where they were planning to raid the Parral district 

(AHP l652Ac). 

Meanwhile, farther south the Salinero faction of Don Cebri^n 

and the Cabezas had banded together for the warpath. In the early 

part of August of 1652 three members of this group arrived in Inde, 

stating that they wanted to Join the Spaniards. They claimed they 

were Tepehuanes, although they had been raised at the mission of 

Tizonazo with Salineros and their governor was Don Cebrian. The 

latter was now at El Canutillo. According to these three, their 

group had left Tizonazo three weeks after Holy Week of the present 

year and had joined the Cabezas led by Santiaguillo (AHP 1651A). 

The two nations had gone to a spot called La Magdalena from 

where Santiaguillo had sent his brother, Diego, back with a mixed 

squad of Salineros and Cabezas to raid in the area they had just come 

from. Santiaguillo had then taken the remainder, plus the women and 

children, to Santo Domingo. Here they waited for Diego who showed up 

with his men five days later with a large herd of horses, a captive 

girl (apparently an Indian) oi' around seven years old, and the scalp 

of an Indian woman. This group had been raiding around the Nazas 

River as well as in the Inde region (AHP 1651A). 



From here Santiaguillo and Diego took the group to a point 

about two leagues from El Gallo where they had made mescal and eaten 

all of the horses. Afterwards, Santiago sent his brother out again 

with the best braves of both the Salinero and Cabeza nations to attack 

Los Palmitos and the Ontivero's hacienda to obtain all the horses and 

clothing they could. This war party met Santiaguillo's group a week 

later at Las Salinas de Machete, but was forced to report little 

success owing to the resistance put up by the Spaniards. They had 

brought with them only a few horses and mules, plus some saddles and 

a little clothing. Not a single scalp had been taken (AHP 1651A). 

About a day's journey from Las Salinas these Salineros and 

Cabezas had met another nation in revolt, the Baborimamas led by 

Chief Baltazar. Santiaguillo regaled them with part of the booty of 

horses and clothing his people had collected. The combined group 

travelled the next two days in the direction of Toboso territory. 

Then the chiefs decided, since they had already made so many raids 

and could only expect punishment at the hands of the Spaniards, that 

the only thing left for them to do was to continue the war until the 

latter were exterminated. They sent two ambassadors to the Tobosos, 

Acoclames, Gavilanes, Nonojes and other Toboso bands, located at that 

time a couple of day's travel from Atotonilco. The message they 

carried was that all the tribes should join and carefully go and 

distribute themselves along the borderland country facing Parral. 

From this series of positions war parties could be sent out to wreak 

all of the damage possible on the Spanish enemy (AHP 1651A). 



Santiago then decided to visit the Cxbolas of Coahuila to 

enlist their aid. However, the party had hardly begun its trek east­

ward when the three declarants began to feel that they themselves were 

in danger. They figured that they should get away from Santiago*s 

people as soon as possible, particularly since the Cabeza-Salinero 

bands had killed an uncle and a brother of one of them because of 

refusal to cooperate. The next morning the combined group broke up 

into a number of small parties in order to hunt more effectively along 

the way. The three Tepehuanes, plus two of their spouses and the wife 

of Don Cebrian, made good their escape. Don Cebrian had remained 

behind at Tizonazo during this uprising (AHP 1651A). 

In mid-September of 1652 Governor Guajardo Fajardo, now 

engaged in a campaign against the Tarahumara, decided to take time 

out to move against the Tobosos. Toboso raiding had become so serious 

at this time that it was felt that pacification of the desert tribes 

was more urgent than putting down the current Tarahumara uprising. 

Spanish troops, led by Guajardo, left for Toboso country on September 

13 and 15. After several encounters between the Spanish scouts and 

the enemy, the main body of soldiers corraled a great number of the 

Indians near a rocky crag (penol) called San Miguel de Nonolat, a 

spot where Spaniards reportedly had never penetrated before. The 

enemy camp was surprised on the 26th, and a number of persons were 

killed and their food and water supply destroyed. The remainder took 

refuge in nearby Nonolat where the Spaniards besieged them for three 

days, containing the Indians in such a way that they could not avail 



themselves of flight, their usual defensive procedure in tight 

situations. A pitched battle ensued, with a great many arrows and 

rocks. When the Spanish forces began to slow down, Barraza promised 

them they could keep some of the captives they made (that is, to sell 

later as slaves). Finally, a truce was called on the 29th. The 

Nonoje chief, Don Francisco de Casa Zavala, his son, and the chief 

of the Acoclames, came into the Spanish camp with a banner. The 

Indians agreed to bring all of their people down from the crag. 

However, by the next day the natives were still in hiding and 

Guajardo broke the truce and attacked, causing a great many casual­

ties (Alegre III 1956: 223; Saravia III 1954: 329-330; BL 1649-1700; 

AHP l652Da; AHP l652Ab). 

A number of Toboso bands took part in this encounter, which 

was one of the most decisive in Toboso-Spanish military history. In 

one statement Guajardo Fajardo reported that there was a "great number 

of the enemy which comprised five nations: Nonojes, Acoclames, 

Gobossos [in another version this reads "Jogosos"], over half of the 

Tobosos, and Masames." Later reports estimated the number of enemy 

Indians killed between 200 and 345* and from 100 to some 270 prisoners 

taken (Alegre III 1956: 223; Saravia III 1954: 329-330, BL 1649-1700; 

AHP l652Da). A field certification of October 4 claimed 300 warriors 

dead and ISO women and children taken prisoners (BL 1649-1700). 

Governor Guajardo then returned to the Tarahumara country with 

the major portion of the Spanish troops. He left two subordinates, 

Captain Juan Gutierrez Tamayo and Sergeant Major Cristobal de Nevares, 
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to reconnoiter the general Toboso and Salinero region, together with 

the men under General Barraza. Their orders were to punish the Salin-

eros, Cabezas and their allies, as well as all those Tobosos who had 

escaped from the Penol de Nonolat affair (Saravia III 1954: 327, 329-

330; AHP l652Ab). For over a month these forces roamed a broad area 

which included the places of Rio Angosto, San Pedro de la Laguna, 

Parras, Sierra de Acatita, Sierra de Sonteco, Sierra Colorada, Sierra 

de la Ventanilla, Sierra Prieta, and Aguachila. A few abandoned camps 

were located, of varying sizes, including one large rancheria which 

was considered to have contained definite signs of mourning for those 

lost at a fracas at Acatita (AHP l652Ab). 

This battle of Acatita had taken place some time before the 

middle of November. Gutierrez Tamayo reported that at a minimum 200 

enemy warriors, very well armed including shields (chimales). had 

participated (AHP l653Aa). Judging from the size of the forces 

involved, this encounter was apparently more than a minor skirmish. 

Declarations taken later from ,lCoahuila,, Indians shed some light on 

the event. An old man, testifying in the presence of Barraza in Parras, 

said he had gone to visit the Baborimamas and Babozarigames to retrieve 

his daughter whom they were holding. While there, he had learned that 

a number of nations had held a large junta at a camp situated among 

the mountains of Acatita, Sonteco, and Colorada (AHP l652Ab). 

The Indians had been about to 3ally on Parras when they had 

seen the dust of two or three persons moving in the direction of the 

water hole at Acatita. One half of the warriors went down to meet them, 



killing one Spaniard and an Indian. A second Spaniard escaped. At 

this moment a great many Spaniards and their Indian allies had emerged 

from Acatita, surprising the enemy who was totally unaware that a 

Spanish fores was in the vicinity. Heavy fighting ensued in which 

many of the rebels were killed, including the Talcoyote chief and his 

son, and the captain of the Baborimamas. The remaining warriors fled 

back to their camp. Here the bands had decided to split up and go 

their own separate ways. The old man reported that he had also heard, 

before he had left the enemy at Sierra Prieta, that the Baborima-aas 

and Babozarigames had met some other tribes from the distant hinterland, 

the names of which he did not know. They had entered into a friendship 

agreement with these people, formalized with a peyote ceremony and the 

exchange and sacrifice of two boys (AHP l652Ab). 

Two days after this testimony, on the 14th of December, two 

Indians from Coahuila arrived in Parras. They had been sent by Barraza 

over two weeks before to contact the "Coahuilas" (specific bands 

unstated) at Aguachila, and they had brought back three of the chiefs 

with them. The rest of the "Coahuilas" at this time were camped at a 

clump of maguey plants four leagues from Parras. They had come to 

offer their services to Barraza so that it would be understood that 

they were not part of the rebel groups. The captain, named Bega 

(Vega?), and the other "Coahuila" chiefs, gave the Spaniards essen­

tially the same story of the events at Acatita as the old man had before 

them. There had been more than six nations involved, however, not only 

Babozarigames, Baborimamas, and Talcoyotes, but also Salineros, Tobosos, 

and Matarajes (AHP l652Ab). 
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The "Coahuilas*" account varied concerning the events following 

the skirmish. The several bands had held a meeting that same night and 

had decided to split up. The Salinero captain, Santiaguillo, was going 

to Inde to see Captain Levario to surrender. They had then sworn peace 

among themselves, carrying out the ceremony mentioned previously by the 

old man. Only, it was the Salineros who had given one boy to the Babo-

zarigames and Matarajes, and the latter had reciprocated by sending one 

of their own lads to the Salineros. After this, they had taken leave 

of one another (AHP l652Ab). 

The Babozarigames had then gone to camp at Sierra Prieta, which 

lay behind Sierra Colorada. Some twenty of them tried to cut off the 

"Coahuilas" when the latter were going down to see Barraza. Apparently 

a fight was in the air, although it did not take place immediately as 

the "Coahuilas" were greater in number, and the Babozarigames simply 

went along beside them. This was in the morning. That evening, after 

travelling some four or five leagues, the Babozarigames on two or three 

occasions started to attack the "Coahuilas," but each time desisted. 

Then they decided to spend the night with the "Coahuilas" to see if 

they could find out if the Spaniards were still in the general area. 

The next day the two bands parted company, and no hostilities material­

ized. It is uncertain what the "Coahuilas" did after their arrival in 

the Parras vicinity or, for that matter, where they were at the time 

of the Acatita affair (AHP l652Ab). 

A number of enemy bands were still at large. The Spanish 

forces left to campaign again, reconnoitering into the Mapimjf region, 
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Sierra de Pelayo and Pozo Hediondo, then to Pantita, and to Los Patos, 

three leagues from Cerro Gordo. At Los Patos Barraza received orders 

to march to the Tarahumara in the early part of January. In a letter 

to the governor hs suEisied up his feelings of ths mors than two months 

of reconnaissance since the Nonolat battle—considering the many 

leagues travelled, and over the worst country imaginable, the effort 

had been largely unsuccessful (AHP l652Abj AHP l653Aa). 

What had happened, apparently, was that for the most part the 

Indians had managed to outmaneuwer and constantly dodge the Spanish 

troops. The Spaniards opined at one point that the enemy could never 

be reduced by the force of arms. The Salinero governor, Don Francisco 

Mama, together with other Salineros who had remained faithful and were 

now marching with the Spaniards, concurred in this. They felt that a 

general pardon issued by the governor of Nueva Vizcaya might more 

effectively bring the rebel Indians to surrender (AHP l653Aa). 

Reports from other areas of the Toboso country also indicate 

that the Indians were making themselves scarce at this time. While 

Barraza was in Parras questioning the "Coahuilas," four envoys from 

the Mamites and Julimes reported back to Governor Guajardo Fajardo in 

the Tarahumara. These messengers had been sent to the Chisos, the 

Tobosos* northern neighbors, but had failed to locate them. They had 

returned by way of Toboso territory and not only had not run into a 

single person but, they stated, they had not even seen any tracks 

(AHP 1653Aa). 

Despite the fact that Barraza and the Spanish forces remained 

in the area until January of 1653# the evidence indicates that raids 



upon Spanish settlements and other holdings had become more frequent 

as time progressed. From the reports it is often difficult to deter­

mine which Indian groups were involved in the individual attacks. 

Information came in from El Gallo that it was the Cabezas and Salin-

eros who were operating in this area. In the early days of December 

of 1652, a sally was made into Toboso country to the Sierra de las 

Canas in what was thought was pursuit of the enemy, but nothing was 

found. The Spaniards felt that Salineros, Cabezas, Tobosos, Nonojes, 

Ocomes, Acoclames, Negritos, Gavilanes, Matarajes, Babozarigames, and 

Baborimamas were all taking part in the hostilities. Raids were 

committed in the areas of Santa Cruz, San Jose, San Juan del Rxo, 

and Los Palmitos, among other places, and Tobosos were blamed for 

some attacks in Tarahumara country. Cuencame" was practically depop­

ulated. A number of raids in the Parras district were attributed to 

the Salineros and Cabezas (AHP l653Aa; AHP l653Ba). 

In the latter part of October a report from Saltillo stated 

that a number of the Coahuila groups from around the town of Parras 

had left to join the rebel Salineros. These tribes were planning a 

large scale attack on Parras. An Orame Indian, testifying at the 

Hacienda de las Mesillas near Saltillo, stated that the peoples 

involved included Tusares, Tocas, Gueyapaes, Tetecos, and Sipopolas. 

Other wild nations were also being asked to join and clothing 

(capisayos and fresadas) had been sent to them as inducements 

(AHP 1653Aa). 
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The several Salinero chieftains, including Geronimo Moranta 

and Francisco Mama, were asked to send messengers to the Cabezas 

requesting the latter to go out and fight the Tobosos. Included in 

the message was the notice that the Spanish governor was coming with 

well over eight hundred troops from his punitive expedition against 

the Tarahumara and he would castigate the Cabezas in the same way he 

had the Tarahumara if they did not come over to the Spanish side# The 

chief of the cfbolas was asked to help the Cabezas—his brother, 

Agustinillo, and an old man, who were at Inde at the time (April) 

were to carry the message to him. Meanwhile, Salinero and Toboso 

bands had killed five Indians from Tizonazo who had been out on patrol 

with Moranta, and had murdered another party searching for wild tobacco 

in the Los Patos area because they were friends of the Spaniards. 

One Indian, Frasquillo, who had been with a group looking for palm 

branches for Palm Sunday was captured and carried off alive (AHP 

l653Ad). 

The Cabezas and their allies accepted the proposition made to 

them by the Spanish governor. Santiaguillo ^ent word to Barraza that 

he and the rest of his people were furious with the Tobosos because 

his own brother had been one of the five from Tizonazo they had killed. 

He was leaving immediately to get the cfbolas, Corcobados, and other 

nations (apparently including the Babozarigames) from the north of 

Parras to join them against the Tobosos. They were planning on 

attacking the latter from behind from the r£o Angosto region (AHP 

1653Ad). 
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It is impossible to determine how many enemy Indians were 

actually operating. One rumor had it that there were twenty rancherias 

consisting of some two thousand people at Sierra Colorada alone—but 

it may be that Spanish imagination under the duress of hostilities had 

run overboard. Another, perhaps more realistic, report referred to 

some six hundred of the enemy camped at Acatita. This, however, was 

after the attack and battle that Gutierrez Tamayo had made there. If 

the several bands at that place had in effect split up as reported and 

had remained separated, this rumor is open to some question (AHP 1653Aa). 

The year 1653 saw no let-up in the hostilities of the desert 

peoples. In the spring enemy attacks were reported in a number of 

different areas. The Tarahumara towns of San Felipe, San Ignacio, and 

Santa Cruz were raided, seemingly mainly by Conchos and Julimes although 

it is likely that some Toboso raiding parties probably were also involved. 

Three soldiers were assaulted by a force of over one hundred and fifty 

enemy warriors, said to be Tobosos. Cabeza and Salinero bands were 

still active in the general Parras district, and two large groups of 

the rebels were reported at Sierra Colorada. It was felt that these 

people were in communication with the Cabezas and Salineros, said to 

be in "feigned" peace at Tizonazo and other places. Salineros and 

their close congeners the Cabezas, Matarajes, Babosarigames, and 

Baborimamas were blamed for activity in the general region of Inde^ 

Cuencame, the Tepehuan Atotonilco, Santa Catalina, and Papasquiaro 

(AHP l652Ba; AHP l653Ae). 



By July, the Spaniards were of the opinion that it would not 

be long until the Tobosos were duly chastized for their wrongs. The 

force led by the friendly Salineros had grown—the Pies de Venado and 

the Tusares, consisting of forty to fifty braves, from Farras had now 

joined them—and was now considered to be a good bit larger than that 

of the Tobosos and their associates. Furthermore, some forty Chisos, 

said to be known enemies of the Tobosos, arrived in Parral after 

having been called by their governor, a Concho named Hernando de 

Obregon. These Chisos wanted to go to war against the Tobosos since 

the latter had recently killed some of their people. They claimed 

that before they had left their own country, they had sent a message 

to the tribes on the Rio Grande area to join them in the battle against 

the Tobosos (AHP l653Ad; AHP l653Bb). 

The Chiso situation was somewhat more complicated than this, 

however. A little after the Chiso visit to Parral the Franciscan, 

Fray Francisco de Cervantes, made a trip down the Conchos River in 

early September to Julimes. From here he went to a Chiso camp led 

by Chief Alonso, one of the captains who had gone to Parral in July. 

Alonzo warned Cervantes not to continue farther into Chiso country 

because all the other Chiso bands were friendly with the rebel Tobosos. 

These Chisos, he said, were resentful over the deaths of two of their 

chiefs at Los Peyotillos shortly before, as well as because they 

claimed that when they had visited Parras they had not been paid, 

although Chief Alonzo in another place did say that his group had 

received compensation. The Spaniards disclaimed this stating that 



the usual gifts of clothing, flour, and meat had been distributed to 

the Chisos. This seemingly was a Chiso excuse for not going to fight 

the Tobosos. In the meantime, Cervantes did send a message to the 

hostile Chisos to see if they could be induced to join the Spanish 

side (AHP l653Bb; AHP l653Bd). 

Obregon, the governor of the Concheria, then reported in 

Parral. He corroborated the story of the lack of payment of some of 

the Chisos as the reason they had not wanted to fight the Tobosos. 

However, he added that the main reason was that the Chisos were 

related by marriage to some of the Tobosos# Furthermore, on their 

trip back from Parral, some of the Chisos had died and others had 

claimed later that the flour the Spaniards had given them had been 

poisoned (AHP l653Bd). 

Before the 10th of the month Geronimo Moranta sent word that 

his combined force of well over 200 Indians had hit the Toboso bands 

with a surprise attack at Rio Angosto. These Tobosos had been caught 

completely off guard at daybreak, after having held an all night dance 

celebrating the success of a recently returned raiding squad. Moranta 

reported that 180 adult males, not counting the women, children and 

aged, had been killed. A later report put the total down to somewhat 

over 100, however, including only about thirty adult males. Many 

others had escaped with wounds, including one El Zurdo and Don 

Cristobal El Toboso. The hand and scalp of one Gavilan chief had 

been sent along with the bearers of the news, who announced that 

Moranta*s men were bringing in some fifty prisoners. Santiaguillo's 
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and Cebrianf3 bands, together with the Babozarigames, were coming in 

with Moranta in order to ask for pardon for themselves and for their 

allies. The Cxbolas with the others were returning to their terri­

tories, although they informed that they were ready to help the Span­

iards in whatever they were asked in the event of another campaign 

against the Tobosos (AHP l653Ad). 

The nations that had fought with Moranta and the Tizonazo 

Salineros had been the Cabezas of Santiaguillo, the Salineros of Don 

Cebrian, the Mayos, the Tusares, the Matarajes, the Babozarigames, the 

Cfbolas, and another band of "wild" Salineros. However, considering 

the previous reports, it is quite possible that other bands were also 

involved. The combined Toboso forces were said to have included the 

Tobosos proper, Gavilanes, Nonojes, Acoclames, Ocomes, Coyotes 

(probably Cocoyomes), and Baborimamas. At the same time, six other 

"Toboso" chiefs with their people were reported to have been in 

Ocotan and one squad from the ftfo Angosto group had been out in the 

Parral district at the time of the attack (AHP l653Ad). 

After January of this year of 1653, Spanish troops apparently 

had not been employed in the Toboso war. The entire action had been 

carried out by Indians, led by the Salineros under Moranta. The 

Spaniards had often furnished supplies, however. Through the good 

offices of the Tizonazoans, and with the promise of a general pardon 

and of payment for all enemy scalps (cabezas) brought in to them, the 

Spaniards had been able to induce a number of rebels to join their side 

to put down the more recalcitrant Toboso bands (AHP l653Ad). 



On August kt the victorious Salineros and their allies marched 

into Parral "with much order," carrying a red (colorada) flag with a 

cross on it, and a pole from which hung Toboso scalps. With them were 

the chiefs Gsronimo Moranta, Francisco Mama, Juan Concho, and Pedro 

Negrito, with thirty-eight warriors. Moranta and the others were 

thanked for their fine action and asked what they wished to do. They 

replied that they wanted to go back a second time to fight the Tobosos, 

for which they planned to join their allies, the Cabezas, C:£bolas, Mayos, 

Babozarigames, Tatalcoyomes, Tusares, Ygoquibas, Yguitoros and others. 

Together they would track down the enemy. The Tusares, at any rate, 

and perhaps some of the others from the Parras district, were at this 

time in revolt and raiding around the Laguna country. The Spaniards 

wanted them either exterminated or reduced to peace. The Salineros 

were to try to get the Tusares to join them as allies by working 

through the Cxbolas, Mayos, and Babozarigames. The same was to be 

done with the Baborimamas, who were still holding a mestizo woman 

they had captured in Guatimape (AHP l653Ad). 

The Spaniards at this time were making an all-out push to 

reduce or to eliminate the Indians who were causing such a menace 

from the desert. They were, and so they told the Salineros, attempt­

ing to bring Chisos, Julimes, and Mamites into the fracas to hit the 

enemy at Ocotan and Las Encinillas, as well as some Tarahumaras who 

were coming with a large quantity of poison (for their arrows) for 

the enemy. All the Indian allies would later be adequately paid in 

cloth (sayal). blankets (frasadas). and knives (AHP 1653Ad). As an 
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indication of the effort being made against the Tobosos at this time, 

the Spanish governor in July, while conferring with Chiso chiefs in 

Parras concerning an entrada against the Tobosos, as an added induce­

ment, promised them that once the Tobosos were eliminated the Chisos 

could have their territory in recompense (AHP l653Bb). 

Toboso women, prisoners captured by the Salineros at r£o 

Angosto, were interrogated. The bands convoked at this place had been 

Tobosos, Nonojes, Ocomes, and Gavilanes. This battle, plus the previous 

attack at Nonolat, had seriously reduced some of the "Toboso" groups. 

The Toboso proper were now virtually extinct. The few Acoclames and 

Nonojes remaining had joined the Ocomes, although there is some con­

fusion in the testimonies regarding this since these groups seem to 

have gone back to their own territories after the encounter. There 

were also reportedly only a few surviving Govossos and Gavilanes. The 

Baborimamas had remained with the "Tobosos" for a while after the 

Nonolat battle but had later separated, although the friendship 

between the two groups remained. From these testimonies, both the 

dwellers of Las Salinas and those of the Laguna district were long­

standing enemies of the "Tobosos" (AHP l653Ad). 

These women also gave their views of recent events and of the 

general intentions of the Tobosos. Before the Nonolat battle, Don 

Cristobal had been at Bacata with his people. This was a place with 

poplar trees and water located west ("this side") of ft£o Angosto. 

Here the Tobosos had agreed among themselves that they wanted to 

submit to peace before war was made on them but they had not known 



how to ask for it. After the several battles with the Spaniards and 

their allies, the various Tobosos bands had split up. When they had 

gotten back together again, some of the Ocomes had invited the others, 

which included the Nonojes and Gavilanes, to dance and they all went 

to Rfo Angosto. Here three Salineros had visited the "Tobosos" with 

the message that their people wanted to be friends with them. The 

envoys departed that evening but the next morning at dawn the entire 

group of Salineros came in force and attacked the "Tobosos" by sur­

prise. Many had been killed and the three declarants had been taken 

prisoners. These women felt that Don Cristobal at this time would 

probably be back at Conune, and the "Tobosos" would want peace since 

they now found themselves surrounded by so many enemies (AHP l653Ad). 

On August 23, Esteban de Levario at Inde reported information 

he had received from the Cfbolas. The "Tobosos" who had escaped from 

the Rfo Angosto affair had fled to Ocotan and had joined four bands 

of their allies there. In vengeance, they had killed one of two 

Salineros who had been among them for many years. The second had 

escaped to the Colorados, and from there to the cfbolas. Meanwhile, 

the Toboso forces had moved to a place west of Ocotan where they were 

making up a new supply of munitions for their last effort to avenge 

their losses in recent battles—they planned on fighting the Cibolas 

first, and then to go after the Salineros and Spaniards. When the 

Cibolas had learned of this they had called together all of their 

neighbors and had prepared to wait for the "Tobosos" (AHP l653Ad). 
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With this news, Levario decided to send out a contingent of 

Salineros from Inde under Moranta, which he expected to arrive at 

Cuatro Cienega3 by September 13. These Salineros would pick up the 

Tusares, Ygoquibas, ana others of the rarras area on their way. If 

they had not yet encountered the enemy by the time they had reached 

Cuatro Cie'negas, they were to send a message to the Chisos, who had 

promised to be in the Ocotan region. The two groups would then join 

forces against the "Tobosos" (AHP l653Ad). 

This plan was never carried out. On their way through the 

desert, the Salineros had learned that the "Tobosos" were at Guapagua. 

Moving to this spot they ran into Don Cristobal with ten warriors and 

their wives, but no children. The Salineros attacked and killed all 

but one man, Anton, and took the women captives. Here the Salineros 

learned that the Nonojes and Acoclames were at Las Encinillas and that 

the Ocomes, Gavilanes, and others had separated but were in the Ocotan 

area (AHP 1653Ad). 

Under questioning Anton revealed that since the R^o Angosto 

battle, the Toboso groups had not dared to go out on more raids, 

partly because of their few numbers. However, a small sortie was made 

into the Parral district about this time by one Santiaguillo, who had 

been killed in the last attack on the Tobosos. This party had been 

met by those who had escaped at r£o Angosto. Anton had also heard 

that the Ocomes, Baborimamas, and many wild Indians from the hinter­

land had been responsible for a raid on Atotonilco in the Papasquiaro 

area when a few Tepehuanes had been killed. The Ocomes had carried 



out another raid back in May. Anton later summed up Toboso raiding 

activities with the statement that these groups often sent out parties 

although they were not always successful (AHP l653Ad). 

The Salinero Morants opined at this time that most of the 

Tobosos bands had been pretty well wiped out and that the only real 

threat left was from the Gavilanes of El Zurdo. However, since these 

had also been rather thoroughly beaten there probably was not much 

danger of more attacks by them. Consequently, there was no need to 

carry out another campaign against the Gavilanes for the time being, 

especially since water was so scarce in the hinterland at this time 

of the year (September). In any event, according to Moranta, with 

the demise of El Zurdo and his group in the future there would be no 

more enemy to cause hostilities to the Spaniards and friendly Indians 

(AHP l653Ad). 

Other Indian allies rounded out the Spanish information of the 

desert and its enemy tribes. The two Salinero captains, Francisco 

Mama and Pedro Negrito, together with six Cilbolas from Cuatro Cianegas 

testified in Parral. The Tusares had been quiet and at peace since 

their raid on Parras in May when they had stolen a herd of horses. 

The reason they had remained away from the Parras settlement was that 

they had not been paid for their work at the haciendas, although 

actually only ten or twelve men had been working out of a total of 

forty or fifty braves of the whole nation. The declarants had no 

new3 of the Baborimamas as they had not penetrated into the territory 

of the latter. They all felt that the wisest course of action with 



regard to the still hostile Toboso bands -would be to send an envoy 

to them to call them in to peace (AHP l653Ad). 

With this the Spaniards decided to send an Ocome woman to tell 

the Nonojes, Ocomes, Acoclames, Cocoyorae-s# Hijos de las Piedras, and 

Hijos de los Palos, to come in immediately and give themselves up— 

otherwise Anton, the son of Zapata, would be hanged and soldiers would 

be sent out to exterminate the rest. This envoy was to leave from 

Atotonilco with another Indian, taking the usual flag and written and 

sealed documents giving her safe conduct (AHP l653Ad). 

On October 7, word was received in Parral that the Tobosos 

groups had for the most part separated from each other. Casa Zavala 

and Brazos Chiquitos were about a day*s journey from Jaque, others had 

withdrawn to the Ocotan area, and Zapata was still elsewhere. Just 

prior to this, however, it had been learned through a Concho source 

from the Chisos that Acoclames, Nonojes, Coyotes, and Hijos de las 

Piedras were convoked together (AHP l653Ad). 

On the 26th, the Spanish captain Diego Galiano brought seven 

Indians into Parral, six Ocomes and one Toboso. One of the Ocomes 

was a woman; two were brothers of the Ocome chief, El Zurdo (appar­

ently the same as El Mapochi—see below); the Toboso was Cristobal 

Zapata. They had come to request a pardon for their crimes, as the 

Spaniards put it. The governor received them, granted them the peace 

they sought, and told them that if they had surrendered sooner they 

would not have suffered such terrible devastation at the hands of the 

Salineros. Previous declarations had indicated that a few Tobosos 



had wanted peace for some time, and the reason Zapata had not been 

with the Tobosos during the last attack (when Don Cristobal was 

killed) was because he had gone to the Ocomes to talk peace to them. 

However, the young Ocome braves had the principle opponents to this 

move (AHP l653Ab; AHP l653Ad). 

This delegation stated that the other Tobosos had not come in 

because the several bands had split up and were now living apart from 

each other, corroborating the report received earlier in the month. 

However, it would not be long before they arrived to settle the peace. 

Casa Zavala, the Nonoje chief, had retired with some of his people 

and the others had not been able to locate him. The declarants were 

not certain of the whereabouts of the Acocolames—this group had been 

so decimated at Nonolat that only twelve were left, and it was thought 

that they had gone to join Casa Zavala*s band. Several envoys were 

selected to go out and contact these bands. The Spaniards tried to 

impress upon them a sense of urgency because Chiso3 and Salineros had 

already been sent to seek out and destroy the Tobosos (AHP l653Ab). 

In effect, this is precisely what happened to the Acoclames, 

or at least to one group of the Acoclames. Don Hernando de Obregon, 

the Indian governor of the Conchos, Julimes, Mamites, and Chisos, took 

a party of some eighty-five men (which may or may not have included 

Chisos) into Toboso country. Two days* travel from Las Encinillas 

(in the general area of Espiritu Santo) they encountered a small band 

of Acoclames. In the skirmish that followed, eight or ten men and a 

woman were killed and one woman and three girls taken prisoners. At 
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least three escaped but it was presumed that two would die of wounds 

because of the Conchos* poisoned arrows. Later testimony informed 

that there had been no more people at this rancheria because they had 

been killed in previous battles (AHP l653Ab). 

A captive woman reaffirmed that the Toboso bands were anxious 

for peace. The Nonoje chief, Cristobal, the Acoclame chief, and chief 

Buelchomi (of unstated affiliation), had all agreed to submit to the 

Spaniards. Casa Zavala was reported to be at Jaque and was trying to 

convince his people to surrender but he was running into a good deal 

of opposition. The band called Caoyotes or Cocoyomes and one other 

group helped all of the rebels but at this time refused to leave their 

own territories to make peace (AHP l653Ab). 

The situation remained for the most part the same with the 

entrance of the year 1654» There was little or no let-up in the 

raiding of Spanish settlements. However, for a while it did seem that 

peace with the "Tobosos" finally was going to be consumated. On 

January 14th, the Tobosos Zapata and Antonillo (Ocome?) returned 

to Parral bringing with them the Ocome chief, Hernando de los Brazos 

Chicos, as well as a few children. Brazos Chicos requested lands at 

a spot two leagues from Atotonilco because his people did not want 

to live at the mission. He said the missionary would put the Indians 

to work and send them on errands to such an extent that they would not 

have time to work their own fields. In view of this, and for the 

interim until the Nonoje, Casa Zavala, and the remaining Indians came 

in to settle, the governor ordered that the natives now with the 



Spaniards remain with Captain Galiano near Atotonilco. It was finally-

decided, however, that these Tobosos should be settled at Atotonilco 

(A H P  1 6 5 4 A C ) .  

In February, Brazos Cnicos returned from his trip to the back 

country to look for Casa Zavala whom he had been told to convince to 

go to the Spaniards to surrender. He had located the Nonoje chief, 

together with El Zurdo or El Mapochi at Conuli. During their confer­

ences to plan for peace, the Cocoyomes had arrived with the news that 

while their own envoys had been in Parral making similar arrangements 

with the Spanish governor, the Chisos had attacked those who had 

stayed behind, killing seven persons# At this time they had come to 

ask Casa Zavala and El Zurdo to join them against the Chisos to avenge 

these deaths. These two leaders agreed to thi3 and informed Brazos 

Chicos that they would surrender to the Spaniards as soon as they 

had finished their campaign with the Cocoyomes (AHP 1654AC). 

In the following month, peace negotiations were totally 

frustrated, a pattern that was repeated many times in the history of 

Spanish-desert Indian relations. On March 16, the people already at 

Atotonilco picked up and left, taking with them a herd of horses and 

mules that belonged to their protector, Captain Diego Galiano. Only 

five persons stayed behind. By the 23rd, four of these had also fled 

the mission, and the Spaniards felt that the one remaining had been 

left there as a spy. His story, however, was that he had been away 

in the town of Santa Ana and had not known of the others1 withdrawal 

and he had not been previously informed of such plans. He had wanted 
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to follow the first group the next day, but his mother had told him 

not toI When questioned at another time, however, he changed this 

story and said that two of the women had informed him of the projected 

escape. It seems that Galiano had asked that some Indian women be 

sent out to make mescal and that Brazos Chicos and Zapata had feared 

that Galiano*s motives had not been wholly honorable, so they had 

decided to flee. The Spaniards discarded this explanation since 

there were other easier, not such round-about, ways to procure Indian 

women. This deponent stated on this second questioning that he had 

remained behind because he had been raised among Spaniards (AHP 1654AC; 

AHP 1718Ab). 

This same Indian, Diego Cestfn, was questioned again, this 

time under the threat of torture. He declared that two "Tobosos," 

one the son of Zapata, had come to Atotonilco two days before the with­

drawal, sent by the chiefs of the Ocomes and Gavilanes. Some Tobosos 

were still with the latter who wanted the people at Atotonilco to 

join them and then they would all go to Guapagua, territory of the 

Tobosos and Salineros. With this news those at Atotonilco had departed, 

leaving Cestxn behind to spy for them. An Ocome was going to act as 

courier between Cestin and the rest in the hinterland (AHP 1654Ac). 

Their plan was to break up into a number of parties each of 

which would operate in a different region—one group in Baus in the 

Roncesvalles mountain, another around Atocha, and the Tobosos in 

another (unstated) area. From these points they would then execute 

as many raids as possible, killing as many people as they could, and 
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they would be able to take the cattle and horses they stole back to 

their own territories. Allied with them were the Cocoyomes, a small 

band called the Coyotes, and apparently the Hijos de las Piedras. 

Cestm alSO dSClarSu th&t the uaj.o abuut uiic WOlXieS OU QX gO-Lllg IrO 

fight the Chisos was not true. The Ocomes did not make the campaign, 

although it was possible that the Cocoyomes had been attacked by the 

Chisos. He also related a number of assaults of the previous three 

years by Ocomes and Tobosos in the Parral district. The recent 

raiding, at any rate, had been carried out by the Acoclames, Nonojes, 

and the Hijos de las Piedras tinder chief Casa Zavala (AHP 1654AC). 

In the early part of April, Spanish forces made an encounter 

with a small band of the enemy, considered to be Tobosos and Gavilanes. 

Five prisoners were taken alive and later hung by General Barraza. 

During the interrogation proceedings before their execution, they gave 

a run-down on the current situation of the rebel bands. In essence, 

there were three principal groups. One was led by Casa Zavala and 

consisted mainly of Acoclames and Nonojes; the second was made up of 

several "nations" the chief of which was a Concho named Frasquillo; 

the third was the Ocomes and Gavilanes and their allies led by El 

Mapochi. While these "clusters" were kept more or less separate in 

the minds of the declarants, there was also a good bit of cooperation 

among the groups. It was with the first group that the "Tobosos" from 

Atotonilco had joined (AHP 1654Acj AHP l655Ab). 

The existence of some Conchos operating out of Toboso 

territory helps clarify in some measure the conflicting and garbled 



reports of attacks in the general Parral region, along the eastern 

border of the Tarahumara, and in the Concho country itself. There 

was good evidence, linguistic and from the types of arrows found, that 

both Tobosos and Conchos were the culprits—and sometimes the attackers 

appeared to be a mixed group, or a raid would be attributed to one or 

the other group in different reports. At the same time, the Chisos 

were cited for hostilities in this region. The Concho governor, 

Obregon, testified that he had good evidence that the Chisos were not 

at peace, which contradicted other reports concerning Chiso activities. 

The latter had been in on at least some of the attacks, including the 

killing and capturing of a number of Julimes (Conchos) Indians at the 

place of Ocotlan. Soon after this, Chisos made a second visit to 

Ocotlan where they announced to the Julimes there that they were not 

at peace, and then they apparently proceeded to kill two of the latter. 

Arrows discovered at Agua Escondida (near Babiscomalba?) where three 

Conchos had been murdered indicated that Chisos as well as Acoclames 

and Nonojes had been the perpetrators (AHP l654Aa; AHP 1718Ab). 

These Indian declarants also filled in on some of the recent 

activities of the "Tobosos." After leaving Atotonilco, El Mapochi or 

El Zurdo (?) had returned to Gaqueque (Guapagua?) to call the others 

together. He was bent on avenging the deaths of his relatives, to 

die fighting if need be# From here he took thirty-seven braves from 

"all" the bands and was off to the area of Cerro Gordo. Another party 

of sixteen men was to go to Mapimi, under the chief of the Imudagas, 

after El Mapochi1s group had departed (AHP l654Ac). 
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El Mapochi first went to Santo Domingo, and then to El Charco. 

From the latter place his brother took a squad of eleven men to the 

Casanga River, Coneto, and the Pass of Balquitame, into the Sierra of 

Santiago Papasquiaro to Guatimapl', and then to San Juan del Rio. All 

along the way there were too many people and the cattle and horses 

were too well guarded for an attack. The party then decided to return 

to the river by Cuencame where they had previously agreed to meet El 

Mapochifs larger force. The latter reprimanded his brother for coming 

back empty handed (AHP l654Ac). 

El Mapochi left immediately for home (apparently) because of 

3ome killings his group had made at San Lorenzo, where they had also 

stolen some clothing. He ordered a smaller squad under the command 

of the chief of the Gordo band to return to San Juan to look for horses, 

as the Indians were out of food. El Mapochi*s brother was to go back 

with him and the group departed for Pantita. The smaller squad left 

and stole two horse herds from near the town of San Juan del Ifcfo. 

These they began to drive back to camp, travelling partly at night. 

At Pantita they recognized that someone else had recently been there 

before them so they sent out scouts to investigate whether it had been 

friend or foe. Shortly afterwards the squad was attacked by Spanish 

troops. The chief of the Gordos was killed and the others were 

captured (AHP 1654AC). 

Indian attacks continued on into May. Raids took place at San 

Miguel de las Bocas, attributed to the Cabezas, in the area of Babis-

cuamalba, upriver from San Francisco de Conchos, attributed to Tobosos 
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who had had a largo herd of horses and were dressed as Spaniards (l), 

at Xaguey, nine leagues from Parral on the Conchos (Florido?) River, 

and also attributed to Tobosos. However, a Concho who testified later 

thought that Chisos might have bean involved because of some of the 

arrows and of the hair style of some of the warriors (AHP l655Bc; 

CD 1655-1663). In one assault in April the ten to twelve attackers 

remained unidentified but their dress indicated that they might have 

been hacienda workers—they were unpainted, some wore pants (calzones). 

most were with blankets wrapped around their bodies and wore a tonsure 

type of hair cut (AHP l654Ab). Salineros and Cabezas were still being 

accused of raiding although some were also fighting as auxiliaries 

for the Spaniards (AHP 1655BC). 

The heavy raiding kept up. In the latter part of 1654 in the 

month of October attacks were reported at Los Charcos, near Las Bocas, 

and later in December around Inde and El Gallo (AHP l654Aa; AHP l654Ac). 

At the beginning of 1655# the raiders hit Los Palmitos in the juris­

diction of San Juan del Rfo, Las Cruces in the Nazas River region, and 

around the area of Cuencame'. The Tizonazo Salineros were called out 

again as auxiliaries. In the early part of January they met and 

battled the enemy, estimated to be about one hundred and forty warriors, 

at Tonalquisa about three leagues from the town of Los Palmitos. Eight 

braves were killed and some thirty-five women and children were taken 

prisoners. The rest escaped (AHP 1655AB; CD 1655-1663). Later in 

November a raiding party was surprised in the region of the headwaters 

of the Florido River in the Sierra de Huejotitlan, where in its haste 



to get away it left a great quantity of its stolen booty behind 

(AHP l655Aa). 

Chisos are mentioned increasingly in association with some 

of the more northern of the Toboso bands, but their- exact involvement-

is uncertain. For at least two years the Spaniards had been attempt­

ing to enlist the Chisos to go out against the Tobosos, even sending 

them clothing and supplies but with no success. Then, in September 

of 1655, eighty-six Chiso warriors appeared in Parral to see the 

governor. They were now ready, or so they claimed, to make war on 

the Tobosos and they wanted supplies and payment from the Spaniards 

for the campaign (AHP l655Ab; AHP 1718Ab). 

These Chisos had an interesting tale to tell regarding the 

Tobosos, a story that affords some evidence that Indians could and 

did learn they could exploit the Spaniards in ways other than by 

raiding. Before their arrival in Parral they had fought the Tobosos 

at Chicaumuca (Chocamueca) or Sierra Prieta, killing many (ninety-

eight according to their own record on a notched bow) and taking many 

prisoners. The Tobosos had later retaliated and had retaken all of 

the prisoners except three small boys, whom the Chisos had brought 

with them as a gift for the Spanish governor. At this time the Chiso 

women and children had remained behind at a place called Bacabto, and 

the Tobosos were camped at Los Tlacotes. The Chisos were ready to go 

out after them in order to avenge the deaths the Tobosos had caused 

them (AHP l655Ab). 
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The three boys, who were said to be a Nonoje, an Acoclame, 

and a Toboso, were eventually questioned by the Spaniards. It turned 

out that the entire story of the Chisos had been a hoax, and that no 

such battle with the Tobosos had takon place# All three boys were 

Chisos, two were brothers and their father's name was Casa Zavalal— 

(or was this the name they had been instructed to give?). The inter­

preters were asked what language the testimony was being given in— 

it was Chiso as the boys did not understand Toboso. The boys went on. 

At this moment, the Tobosos, Acoclames, Nonojes and other bands were 

with the Chisos, dancing with the head and clothing of a Spaniard they 

had killed, and there were two Tobosos with this group in Parral. The 

boys recounted that the Chisos had stolen much clothing from the Spaniards 

and had taken it back to their country. Their parents, before leaving 

on the present trip to Parral, had told them to go along with the first 

story and that eventually they would come and retrieve them from the 

Spaniards. Their mothers had said that they were going to a good land 

where there was much to eat. Despite this attempted deception, the 

Spaniards, in conformity with long standing policy, regaled this Chiso 

party with gifts, and ordered them to go back and to remain in their 

own territory and to fight against the Tobosos (AHP l655Ab). 

Reports on the activities of the desert dwelling Indians drop 

off tremendously in the latter years of the decade of the 1650*3, owing 

certainly in the main to the lack of extant documentation rather than 

to an actual decrease in their raiding. Many attacks continued to be 

reported in the year 1655 • It was noted that the aggressors spoke in 
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several languages: Concho, Salinero, "Toboso" (Gavilan and Acoclame), 

as well as Mexican. Specific persons among the enemy were sometimes 

recognized—a Concho from Los Corrales, and a left-handed leader, 

apparently the now famous El Zurdo or El Mapocni (the "left-handed 

one" in Spanish and Mexican respectively—see below) (AHP l655Ab). 

Again Tarahumara and Concho villages, as well as Spanish 

settlements, were the targets of these attacks, many of which probably 

were carried out by the Nonoje-Acoclame-Concho combine with Casa 

Zavala. It is quite possible that other Concho groups were also 

involved. Certainly Casa Zavala*s group can account for much of the 

raiding along the Concho-Tarahumara border area. Fray Hernando de 

Urbaneja, for example, reported that Tobosos and Nonojes had attacked 

his mission of Santiago Babonoyaba in June. The Jesuit, Jose Pascual, 

constantly maintained that the raids around his mission of San Felipe 

were executed by Conchos. The evidence from other sources, however, 

conflicted with Pascual1s contention and it seems probable that often 

it was the Casa Zavala group that was involved. In two testimonies 

it was declared that only a few Conchos were with Casa Zavala, namely 

Frasquillo and his son, but this information was given by two women 

in Parral. However, there may have been more than the previous infor­

mation seemed to indicate, since Indians of other ethnic affiliation 

did often join the backcountry raiding bands (AHP 1655A). 

In 1656 raids were reported, among other places, at Los 

Palmitos, San Juan del Rio, the Nazas River, Cuencame', Ocotan, 

Canatlan, Mapimi', and San Juan de Casta—the raiding territory of 



El Mapochi*s "Tobosos" and Salineros. The Cibola Indians sent word 

that on one occasion they had seen a great party of the enemy travel­

ling in the direction of Los Palmitos at El Cerro de las Minas. On 

another occasion the Cibola, while fighting for the Spaniards, in the 

area of El Peftol Blanco, encountered an enemy party, estimated to be 

about forty persons. They attacked and literally burned them out of 

a grassy wooded area where the enemy had taken refuge, pursuing those 

who escaped (AHP l656Aa). 

Spanish reports came in that the Salineros were partly respon­

sible for the hostilities, although there were not testimonies from 

captured enemies that Salineros actually had been with their raiding 

parties. In February, the missionary at San Pablo, Geronimo de 

Figueroa, wrote that the Salinero auxiliaries in Spanish pay, while 

on a campaign led by Cristobal Nevares from Cerro Gordo, had met with 

the enemy at a place called Las Animas. From here the two groups had 

gone together to Los Amoles where they had feasted on a horse and a 

mule that the enemy had stolen. When they took leave of each other, 

the enemy moving toward San Pablo, the Salineros had blotted out the 

enemy1s tracks (AHP l656Aa)« 

Chisos were sometimes with the Tobosos. In a battle at Sierra 

del Diablo between Spanish forces under Cristobal Nevares and the 

Tobosos, the Chisos were reported to have sent help to their Toboso 

allies (the date of this battle is uncertain, although it took place 

sometime after September of 1655). In June of 1656, Conchos in 

Spanish employ had gone to Ocotlan where on the far side they found 
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an abandoned rancheria, which they judged to have belonged to Chisos. 

They followed a trail from here to a dark mountain (Chocamueca?) 

where they calculated that these Chisos had gone to join the Tobosos 

/ ATTT) 1 LcL 

In preparation for further hostilities, in September of 1656 

a Spanish force with a number of Salinero auxiliaries under Captain 

Juan Gutierrez Tamayo was sent to reconnoiter Toboso country for 

permanent waterholes in the event a campaign was necessary during 

the dry season. One watering spot was located at La3 Canas, apparently 

considered to be about on the border of Toboso territory. No water was 

found in Toboso country except at a place seven leagues from Las Canas. 

This was in the area of Sierra del Diablo, and apparently the springs 

here had their origin someplace around this mountain range. The 

battle ground at Sierra del Diablo where Nevares had met the Tobosos 

the previous year was also reconnoitered but no tracks were discovered, 

and no water source is mentioned for this place. Some thirteen leagues 

from the second water hole, a third was located with its source from 

the river that ran by the Cerro Gordo presidio (AHP l656Aa). 

The year 1657 apparently saw no let-up in Indian raids. In 

the north, the Tobosos were reported raiding in the general region of 

San Felipe, San Pedro, and San Francisco de Conchos. In July one 

Spanish squad went through the Sierra de Diego Perez. Eight leagues 

on the Parral side of Los Peyotillos, they picked up enemy tracks 

that were interpreted as indicating that the Indians had been moving 

on horseback at top speed without stopping to drink or to water their 



animals. Six leagues on the far side of Los Peyotillos the tracks 

split, about half going in the direction of Espfritu Santo and the 

rest to Los Tlacotes (Tobosos, plus Chisos?). In November, killings 

occurred between San Francisco ue Conchos and Rami annmalha and near 

the confluence of the Conchos and Florido rivers. The trail left at 

the latter place also went in the direction of Los Tlacotes (AHP 

l657Bb). 

In October of 1658, forty-seven Chisos showed up at the pueblo 

of San Antonio (Julimes?) near San Francisco de Conchos with nine 

scalps and a hand. Their story was that they had followed the governor*s 

orders and had entered Toboso country. They had located only one small 

camp of Nonojes and Acoclames between the mountain ranges of Jaque and 

Conune. They wiped out the entire group, consisting of four men, five 

women, and a few children, and then continued on to Parral. The 

Spanish governor thanked them for their action and remunerated them 

with gifts. He also admonished them to return to their own territory, 

to stay there, to plant it, and not to let any enemy nation pass 

through it (AHP l65&Aa). 

Back in March of this same year, Francisco de M&idez wrote from 

Zape that there were a great many enemies who would surround the 

Spanish settlements from all sides, spy on them, and then enter them 

in the darkness of night. They often foread the Spaniards to keep 

off their own highways. One Spanish contingent had two encounters 

with hostile Indians near Canatlan. In the second, when the enemy 



left part of its gear behind, the Spaniards estimated, somewhat 

exaggeratedly, that the opposing force had consisted of some 1000 

warriors. Several prisoners were taken, and evidence from the tracks 

after the babble indicated that many had boon wounded (AHP 2.65SAg) • 
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D. From 1660 to 1690 

Spanish-Indian contact history in Nueva Vizcaya for the thirty 

years between 1660 and 1690 was characterized by a continual round of 

raiding and peace making activities. The period was marked by two 

major revolts and the demise of the Salineros and Cabezas as raiders 

in the province, although unfortunately there is not enough informa­

tion on these events to place them adequately in a historical context. 

In both uprisings, one in 1667 and the second in 1684, only four years 

after the great revolt of the Pueblo Indians of New Mexico in 1680, 

Conchos and other neighboring Indians took part. Indeed, these 

rebellions can be considered as major precisely because these more 

peaceful people were actively involved in the hostilities. It is by 

no means clear how the desert dwelling Toboso and Salinero groups fit 

into these outbreaks, although they were on the warpath on both 

occasions. Again, as in the 1644 episode, it appears that the 1667 

and 1684 revolts for the desert nomads were more in the nature of an 

intensification of their regular raiding activities. This should not 

be too surprising since for some time raiding Spanish holdings had 

been a necessary and integral part of the native economic and cere­

monial life. 

In the 1667 Revolt the Salineros, Cabezas, and associated 

nations allied themselves with the Tobosos, Acoclames, and other 

"Toboso" bands. Conchos Indians, including Julimes, were reported 

to have joined "Tobosos" and "Salineros" or at least to have tried 



to, but this is uncertain. The Concho portion of the rebellion was 

quickly put down; the day before Christmas of the same year Governor 

Antonio de Oca Sanniento reported that the members of this nation who 

lived along the Tarahumara border had now been pacified, although "the 

enemy Indians of the Tovosso Salinero nations and their allies" were 

still at war. Owing to the great numbers of the enemy and because of 

the deficiencies in Spanish defense organization, the governor wrote, 

the rebels encountered little opposition and the province was "infested" 

with wars. While causes of the 1667 outbreak are not known, there was 

about this time a drought, that had been followed by a famine and a 

plague (Hackett 1926: 138-192; BL 1649-1700; DHM 1669; DHM 1667a; 

DHM 1667b; UTD 1671-1685). 

The 1684 occasion was a general conflagration that covered 

the entire central northern Mexican area. It is uncertain what con­

nections this outbreak had exactly with the revolt four years before 

in New Mexico when the Spaniards were driven completely out of that 

province southward to El Paso. However, following upon the heels of 

the New Mexican hostilities as it did, Spaniards felt that there was 

some communication between the New Mexican pueblos and the Nueva 

Vizcayan rebels in 1684. As in the 1667 affair, the Conchos and 

neighboring Jumanos were rather quickly quieted although the desert 

raiders continued their activities much as they had done previously 

(Hackett 1926: 218-224; Spicer 1962: 152-163). 

The Salineros and Cabezas were particularly prominent in the 

thirty years after 1660 and they held the leadership, such as it was 



at this time, among the desert tribes during much of this period. In 

this position they seem to have felt the effects of Spanish retaliation 

more than the other nations, although again much documentation is lack­

ing on this point. The Salineros at Tizonazo totally abandoned their 

mission and were replaced there by Indians from the west coast. Some 

of the Salinero-Cabeza groups, such as the Matarajes, seem to disappear 

at this time, while one of the most active bands, the Cabezas under 

Don Pedrote, about 1690 finally capitulated and settled at Parras where 

it remained permanently peaceful. 

During the latter half of the seventeenth century, the Salin­

eros and Cabezas were considered by the Spaniards to be their greatest 

enemies and the principal culprits, motivators, and leaders of the 

enemy Indians, including Tobosos, cfbolas, and various groups from 

the Coahuila area. According to Spaniards testifying before the 

governor in Parral at the time of the I667 Revolt, these Indians 

during the term of office of governor Davila y Pacheco (1654-1661) 

had revolted three times, and another three to six times when Fran­

cisco de Gorr^ez (1662-1665) was in office. The responsibility for 

the abandonment of many haciendas and mines in the province of Nueva 

Vizcaya was placed on these people (Bancroft 1884: 337; AHP l667Aa). 

The Tizonazo Salineros cooperated with the back country rebels 

as spies, which was supported by the fact that the Tizonazoans pos­

sessed an abundance of Spanish material goods given to them by the 

raiders. Desert dwelling Salineros often went to Tizonazo and many 

Salineros had been recognized in raids. Furthermore, Salineros had 
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recently tried to kill their own governor (that is, the one appointed 

by the Spanish authorities), because he would not condone their 

activities. Then they had elected another one to take the first one,s 

place, forcing him to retire to the town of Inde. The provincial 

governors from Diego Guajardo Fajardo on had wanted to exterminate 

the Salineros by the sword but the missionaries had constantly 

opposed this. Spaniards in 1667 felt that the Salineros should be 

done away with and the pueblo of Tizonazo razed. They wanted per­

mission to kill members of this nation on sight (AHP l667Aa). 

Ten years later in 1677, similar opinions were put forth by 

a number of the citizens of Nueva Vizcaya and Salineros and Tobosos 

again were indicted. It was felt by the persons testifying that the 

general policy that had been followed until this time had been largely 

ineffective. The rebels had surrendered a great number of times 

always, however, with the same results—after a short period the 

natives would only break the peace and flee to the back country where 

they would take up their raiding activities again. Even when they 

were at "peace" they would manage to steal a great many cattle and 

horses, and this notwithstanding the fact that they were always given 

an abundance of seeds and tools to farm with. Throughout this period 

from time to time opinions were made to the effect that the policy of 

handouts to the Indians wa3 ineffective since the Indians, and occa­

sionally the latter admitted to this (see below), would merely take 

what they could get before they returned to their old haunts (AHP 

l667Aa). 
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In the early 1660*s several groups, including Salineros and 

C^bolas, were operating in the general Laguna area, and apparently 

at this time some Cabezas were residing at Parras (AHP 1662Cj AGN 

1662). In the latter part of 1666 a Tepehuan from the town of El 

Penol Blanco was released by one of the rebel desert bands with which 

he had spent a short sojourn. He claimed he could not identify his 

captors by nation although all the raids he reported had been in the 

region of El Peffol Blanco and Cuencame, which would make it likely 

that they had been "Salineros" or possibly El Mapochi* s "Tobosos" 

(AHP l669Ba). 

In January of 1667 during the revolt of this year a combined 

force of "Salinero" and "Toboso" bands attacked a wagon train near 

El Gallo (said to be the place from where the enemy would make its 

sallies into Spanish territory) killing the entire guard. A Spanish 

contingent went after the raiders, corralling and battling them at 

Acatita, although only three or four of the enemy were killed. After 

this skiraish at Acatita a number of attacks occurred in the Nazas 

River and Tepehuan country—at San Juan del Rio, Covandonga, Palmitos, 

Guatimape, and Texame, as well as on some of the Tarahumara missions. 

On one occasion three Franciscans were killed and the Indians donned 

their clothing. In August a Spanish expedition was made to the Sierra 

del Diablo, called "the land of the Tobosos," and later another into 

the Las Canas area where several waterholes, including that of Las 

Batuecas, and a campsite with many bones of cattle and horses, were 

discovered. In early November the Toboso governor, Don Francisco 



102 

(El Tecolote?), wont to the town of San Antonio (de Julimes) to 

request peace and a settlement at Baviscomalba on the Conchos River. 

This was carried out but the Indians withdrew immediately after the 

first of the year (Hackett 1926: 188-192; BL 1649-1700; DHM 1667a; 

DHM 1667b; DHM 1669; UTD 1671-1685). 

On the 16th of February of 1667, it was learned that Don 

Alonso Santiago, chief of the Cabezas, and several of the rebel 

nations had gone to the missionary at Tizonazo to request peace. 

They left two hostages there, apparently to show their good will. 

One of the hostages soon fled, however, stealing three horses, after 

which a number of attacks were made in the area, including ones on 

Palmitos, Huejotitlan, and Roncesvalles, and Santa Catalina de 

Tepehuanes. The last place, according to a later certification, was 

hit by a group of 150 warriors (BL 1659-1700). However, by September 

of this year Governor Oca Sarmiento claimed that the Salineros, 

Cabezas and other nations had been "punished" (UTD 1671-1685). 

While hostilities seem to have been rather heavy at this time, 

there is little specific information on the assaults and raids. One, 

in June of 1667, involved a band of Tobosos and Cabezas, many of the 

latter from the Tizonazo mission. These attacked a Spanish party of 

fifteen persons at La Encina de la Paz. The sole survivor was a 

priest, the Jesuit Father Rodrigo del Castillo. Castillo later 

opined that the Indians had spared him because they had been afraid 

of the "power" he possessed. They had told him a story of how on 

a prior occasion they had captured and then released some Franciscans 
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who later in vengeance had caused many to die of the disease 

cocolistli. The good Father was given his freedom at the Cerro 

Gordo presidio where the Indians were planning an attack. Because 

of his prestige with the enemy he managed to stop the impending blood­

shed, although the Indians stole all of the cattle belonging to the 

garrison (Alegre III 1956: 289-291; AGN 1667; DHM 1669). 

Hostilities continued in the following year. Two wagon trains 

were attacked by over 300 Indians, according to one report (DHM 1669). 

By 1669, the Indian inhabitants of Tizonazo had again abandoned their 

mission (DHM 1668). 

In August of 1670, the governor reported from Durango that the 

Conejos Indians at the hacienda of Antonio Medrano and the Negritos at 

the town of Cuencame under chief Francisco Machado were responsible 

for the many murders and robberies in this area. Arrows discovered 

were of the types employed by Salineros, and Conchos Indians (the 

Conejos may actually have been Conchos) and Gavilanes living at the 

hacienda of Medrano were indicted as well as Machadofs people at 

Cuencame', all said to be in contact with the rebels. Later several 

Indians from haciendas of the area confessed to having trafficked with 

the enemy and to having taken part themselves in some of the raids 

(AHP 1670B). 

Attacks continued throughout the area and the enemy was 

rumored as far south as Durango. The Salineros were apparently in 

the thick of raiding activity. By 1671, they still had not returned 

to Tizonazo and on March 10 the governor ordered that forty Tepehuan 
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Indians with their families be sent to repopulate the mission. At 

the beginning of 1672, the rebel Salineros were at the Sierra de la 

Cadena and the Sierra de Ramos in the Mapimi area. At this same time 

some Salinero chiefs were being held prisoners by Spanish authorities, 

who were hoping to utilize them as a lever to obtain a surrender from 

the rest of the Salineros although little resulted from this endeavor. 

Around the middle of the year the Salineros, Cabezas, and their allies 

went to Las Bocas to make peace, but they did an about face and with­

drew soon afterwards. The governor attempted to induce them back to 

the Spanish fold with gifts, but to no avail (AHP 1673Aa; AHP l674Ab; 

AGN 1672). 

Although the year 1673 was again plagued with Indian raids, 

toward the end of the year various efforts for peace were made by the 

Indians. In October, a large number of Chisos arrived in San Francisco 

de Conchos stating they wanted to embrace the Catholic faith. This 

request the Spaniards accepted but because of the difficulties involved 

in settling these Chisos all in one place, it was decided to distribute 

them among the several haciendas and other establishments in the Parral 

district (AHP l673Ab; AHP 1673 Ac). 

Again, in December, one chief Marcos and other captains of the 

Tetecores, Guisacales, Obayas, and Contotores from Coahuila went to 

Cuencame' and asked for a settlement under missionary Father Bernabe' 

de Soto. They also offered to fight the Spaniards1 enemies, the 

Salineros and Cabezas. About a month previous to this, it had been 

reported that some 150 Indians from several nations—Colorados, 
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Negritos, Cabezas, Salineros, Bovoles, and Guisacales—had gone to 

Saltillo to make peace in order to settle in Coahuila. However, Don 

Marcos and his companions testified that the Cabezas and Salineros had 

not been in Saltillo, but that four to six persons from these bands 

had gone to see them in their home territories below the town of 

Coahuila. According to the present declarants, the Cabezas and Sal­

ineros had claimed they had been avenging the deaths of the many people 

who the former governor, Francisco Gorraez (1662-1665), had killed at 

the church cemetery in Tizonazo. However, now they were ready to make 

peace and live among the Coahuila groups—they had no more reason to 

fight because the present governor had never done them any harm 

(Bancroft 1884: 337; BL 1649-1700). 

So much for these efforts toward peace on the part of both the 

Indians and the Spaniards since nothing was accomplished until the 

following year. Salineros were operating heavily in the region of 

Inde'. Back in the spring of 1673 Spanish troops had sallied and made 

an encounter, taking away the enemy*s animals and clothing. During 

the skinnish a Salinero, Felipillo El Tartamudo (The Stutterer), was 

recognized. He had been accompanied by about twenty Indians, all who 

succeeded in escaping. In June, Juan de Nevares reported he had 

reconnoitered the Sierra de Ramos, Mojitome, and from Tizonazo to 

the Nazas River, but had not found a single trace of the enemy, who 

apparently had successfully eluded him (AHP 1673Aa)• However, in 

December governor Garcia de Salcedo complained of the daily occurrences 
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of Indian attacks. One report had come in that the enemy was running 

stolen horses by the town of El Penol, seven leagues from Cuencame. 

Garcia personally took out a contingent and met the enemy at a place 

called La Junta de los Rios, killing two and capturing an equal 

number (AHP l673Ab). 

The prisoners, a Cabeza and a Baborimama, testified that their 

squad had consisted of seven men, and that there was another five-man 

party working the San Juan del Rio area. The Mayos were allied with 

these groups, which had raided as far south as Guadiana or Durango. 

Santiago, the brother of the now acting Cabeza chief, had gone to see 

the Cibolas to determine if it was true that the "Coahuilefios" were 

planning on making peace and, apparently (this part is not too clear), 

if the Cibolas also had any such intentions. Felipillo El Tartamudo, 

they said, had gone with three of his brothers to visit Don Juan 

Mapochi who, with chief Galiano, was actively raiding in this area. 

This party had spent a number of days with Mapochi. When they had 

returned, Felipillo had sent Mapochi three Indian women who had 

taken gifts of stolen clothing with them to give to their host. 

El Mapochi had wanted El Tartamudo to join his band for a raid on a 

wagon train (AHP l673Ab; AHP l674Ab). 

These declarants also told of an attempt on governor Oca 

Sarmientofs (1665-1670) life when a combined force of Salineros and 

Tobosos (probably El Mapochi1s group) had attacked the party he was 

travelling with at the Nazas River. Two Tobosos had been killed. 
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Interestingly enough, during this period these two groups were in 

touch with the Spanish Sergeant Major, Valerio Carte's, because, they 

said, he would give them blankets, clothing, and food when they asked 

for them (possibly in the attempt to buy them off). However, on one 

occasion they had burned and destroyed Cortes' hacienda at Guajuquilla, 

although they still considered him their friend (AHP l673Ab). Cortes 

may have been "too" involved with the Indians, judging from the case 

brought against him in which his many "disobediences" to Spanish 

authority were cited (Bancroft 1834: 337; Hackett 1926: 194-198)* 

The witnesses continued, ending up with a rundown on the recent 

raiding activities of the Cabezas and allied bands. From the time the 

Salineros had withdrawn from Tizonazo they had occupied the area 

between Las Canas, Acatita, and the Laguna district. This year they 

had gone to Mapimf because chief Santiago had heard that a Franciscan 

had passed by there on his way to Parral with some "Coahuilenos," 

Baboles, and Tetecores to request a peace treaty from the Spanish 

governor. Santiago had ordered El Tartamudo and the chiefs of the 

other allied bands to move to Mapim^ while he went to confer with 

the tribes of Coahuila. During this interim these Salineros were to 

utilize Mapimx as a base from which to raid—but only for horses, 

according to one declarant, to be used as food; they were not to 

commit any killings. The Cabezas explained why his people had 

refused previous peace overtures from the Spanish authorities which 

had been sent to them from Durango—after the matter had been dis­

cussed among them, they had decided it was simply a trick (AHP l673Ab). 
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On previous occasions these same bands had attacked Avino 

twice, once killing ten or eleven persons, and the second time, mak­

ing one kill and taking a captive. At Puana they killed some women, 

and burned another in a hut at the spring of Sancho Jimenez. At La 

Laja they put to death some Indians and carried off their wives, then 

attacked a mule train at La Silla, murdering twelve to fourteen persons. 

Between Saltillo and Mazapil they assaulted another mule train and 

killed ten or eleven persons; at Caopas they had murdered two Lagunero 

Indians and a Spaniard; and, on the Aguanaval River they had killed 

another Spaniard and two Indians and stolen a large herd of horses 

(AHP l673Ab). From another source the Spaniards learned that the 

Salineros and Cabezas had hit a settlement at La Laguna during the 

past month where they fought the Bahaneros and killed their captain 

(BL 1649-1700). 

Then, another Spanish sally was made and finally on December 

29, 1673, Spanish troops attacked and soundly defeated the Salineros, 

Cabezas, Mayos, and others in the Sierra de Mapimi, killing about 

forty warriors (a later report said 100 persons), and capturing all 

of the women and children. The rest escaped but some surrendered 

later to settle in peace. Among those who gave themselves up were 

the chiefs Pedro, Bartolome', and Fabian (AHP l674Aa; BL 1649-1700). 

In the early part of 1674 the chiefs of some five bands of 

"Tobosos," but also including the Guijacales (Guisacales from 

Coahuila?), arrived in Parral asking for peace. Four of these 
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chiefs were Juan Mapochi, Juan Galan, Juan Campos, and Galeano. 

They wanted to surrender at this time because they did not want to 

happen to their people what had taken place with the Salinero bands. 

After listening to them and accepting their story, Governor Garcia de 

Salcedo assigned them various places in the area in which to settle. 

Other Coahuila nations, including the Babozarigames, were in the 

process of settling in peace by July, although in March such groups 

as the Tetecores, Guicales (Guisacales?), Obayas, and Contotores were 

reported to still be in revolt (AHP l674Aa; BL 1649-1700; BL 1709-1715)• 

About this same time, the Franciscan Fray Juan de Larios made 

the long trek from Coahuila to Parral with a number of Salineros, 

Cabezas, and Mayos, to assist these men in requesting that their women 

and children captured in December of the previous year be restored to 

them. The trip was fruitless and the party returned home. However, 

when they arrived at Cuatro Cienegas and Father Larios tried to take 

leave of the Indians, they killed one of his mules (Portillo 1887: 

80j BL 1674). 

By the beginning of 1675 these groups were in rebellion again. 

In January a Contotore declared that a few Babozarigames had stolen 

some horses from Parras and that the Salineros, Cabezas, and Mayos 

had been raiding as far south as the towns of Nieves and Sombrerete. 

He felt that the Babozarigames could be settled in peace but that the 

Salineros, Cabezas, and Mayos would have to be exterminated since they 

did not trust the Spaniards and would never give up their war against 

them (Portillo 1887: 81-83; BL 1674). During the spring of this year 
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a number of the more northern of the Coahuila peoples were making 

their peace with the Spaniards, but not the Salineros, Gabezas, and 

their close associates. In March Fray Larios told of information 

about some of the rebel groups that he had obtained from the Guiquesales 

and their "great chief" Esteban, at San Ildefonso some twelve leagues 

south of the Rio Grande. The Gabezas, whom they had tried to call in 

to peace, were now at Mapimi, and the chief of the Contotores had gone 

to fetch the Babozarigames. The chief of the latter turned over to 

him a Spanish captive who had been held formerly by the Cibolas. This 

Spaniard and his brother, now held by the Colorados as a "slave," had 

been among the Indians many years and the latter was said to no longer 

speak Spanish (Portillo 1887: 77-78, 80-82, 85, 93; BL 1674). 

The following month the chief, Salvador, of the Babozarigames 

testified in Ciudad de Guadalupe, Coahuila, when he arrived there to 

surrender. He had been baptized at Tizonazo, and the band called Pies 

de Venado was allied with his group. He reported that the Cabezas had 

no intention of giving up. The group at this time was very small— 

fifteen men and four old women because the rest of the members were 

still being held in Parral—and they planned to continue fighting 

until they were exterminated. They were captained by Alonso Santiago. 

The Gabeza Don Fabian with three others had separated from this band 

and had gone to a place next to Los Charcos next to Mapimi and to 

Parral to live peacefully. From other sources it was reported about 

this time that the Cabezas were in touch with groups from the Rdio 

Grande area (Portillo 1887: 94-96; BL 1674)* 


