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ABSTRACT 

An investigation was made to determine the levels 

of readability of representative works of prose fiction 

by contemporary American authors. Authors were selected 

on the basis of their appearing in the Modern Language 

Association International Bibliography of Books and Arti

cles for the years 195&-1967. Authors appearing in the 

Modem Language Association bibliography were checked 

against Contemporary Authors to determine (1) if they 

were authors of prose fiction and (2) living American 

authors. A representative work of each of the 124 authors 

chosen was analyzed for its readability level by means of 

the Yoakam Readability Formula. The Yoakam formula de

termines readability level on the basis of vocabulary 

difficulty. 

Selected authors were arranged alphabetically 

with a summary of the representative work for each and 

the readability score for each work. Authors were listed 

in order of ascending readability. A mean level of read

ability for the works analyzed was determined to be 110.S, 

or 9»9 in terms of grade level. Plus or minus one stan

dard deviation from the mean indicated a range of from 

7.4 to 12.1 in terms of readability by grade level. 

The conclusion was drawn that works of literary 

merit could be found for students who lacked reading skills 
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commensurate with their maturity otherwise. The sug

gestion was made that future formulas for readability 

based on vocabulary difficulty ought to use a more recent 

study than the Thorndike word list compiled before 1932. 

The Thorndike list was the basis for the derivation of the 

Yoakam formula used in this study. A further suggestion 

was that readability analysis be programed for use with 

computers. 



CHAPTER 1 

i 

INTRODUCTION 

This study is concerned with the readability of 

selected works of contemporary American writers of fic

tion. Prpcedures are outlined for both selection of 
/ 

representative works and testing of works selected for 

their readability. The works are listed both by authors 

selected and the level of readability for each work. 

Statement of the Problem 

The purpose of this study is to seek the answer to 

one major question. Can good literature be identified 

which has some ease in readability to teach literature to 

an audience which is low in reading skills but which has 

some maturity otherwise? In the course of investigating 

this major question, several other questions are considered. 

What is meant by reading? Is the reading of literature 

different from reading other materials? What, in this 

case, is meant by literature? Can good literature be 

identified? Does good literature exist within a vride 

range of readability? What constitutes readability? 

1 
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Significance of the Problem 

Teachers are increasingly faced with the problem 

of educating those who have some degree of physical and 

psychological maturity but who lack basic skills commen

surate with their maturity otherwise. A problem for the 

teacher of English literature arises when the student is 

deficient in reading skills. The drop-out who returns 

to school or the adult who is just beginning to progress 

in his education may very well have skills suitable to 

fifth-grade to eighth-grade reading materials. 

The literary immaturity of fifth-grade to eighth-

grade reading series may forever discourage a mature 

student's education in literature. Yet it is far from im

possible to select literature which has maturity of con

tent and a level of readability which allows those who are 

deficient in basic reading skills to approach the litera

ture. This consideration does not include literature 

which has been deliberately edited to bring down the level 

of vocabulary. A good argument can be made that such edi

tions are not literature at all. Certainly they are not 

the work the author wrote. 

An English teacher trained in reading can select 

literature to match the reading skills of his pupils. 

Ideally all teachers of English should have a course in 

reading. The 1967 "English Teacher Preparation Study" 
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under the direction of VJilliam P. Viall, Executive Sec

retary of the National Association of State Directors of 

Teacher Education and Certification, gives as Guideline II, 

B, that teaching reading should be in the background of 

teachers of English in the secondary schools. (Viall et al, 

1967, pp. Such a case is actually rare. The. 

classroom teacher of English is more often dependent upon 

his literature anthology for selection of literature. 

Even the most cursory examination of the reading 

materials popularly chosen for inclusion in anthologies 

will demonstrate how unsatisfactory present conditions are. 

The current Harcourt, Brace and Company anthologies for 

the junior year, for example, are intended for regular-and-

better and below-average groups. The well-intentioned 

teacher may choose the lower-track volume (Schramm et al., 

1956)-for his.classes which have lower reading abilities. 

The problem with this choice is not only that the literary 

quality of selection is lowered, but also that a random 

sample of readability indicates that the lower-track an

thology is at least three years (by the Yoakam Readability 

Formula) more difficult than the standard edition (Gehlmann 

and Bowman, 195#) intended for average students. 

In an extensive review of textbooks intended for 

use in English classes in high schools, Lynch and Evans 

(1963) reported on second-track anthologies. 



4 

V/e can find no justification whatever for 
such books as these. V7hy should some students 
be deprived of an important part of their herit
age because of fallacious notions about litera-

' ture? Literary pieces vary in many ways, 
including the degree of skill and perception 
required of the reader. Anthologies can there
fore be made less difficult, if that is desired, 
without abandoning literature altogether. 

(Lynch and Evans, 1963, p. 501) 

The problem of the literary merit of what is 

chosen for inclusion in literature anthologies is not ex

clusively confined to anthologies for low-ability groups. 

Neither is the problem of the readability of what selec

tions are made. All students need to be presented with 

literature which they can read and which merits their 

reading. Many, if not most, students in high schools now 

receive their instruction in literature based on the works 

published in standard anthologies. The report of Lynch 

and Evans (1963) indicated that the criteria of literary 

merit and readability were infrequently the basis for 

selection in standard anthologies# 

Assumptions and Limitations 

This study assumes that two basic criteria for 

selection of literature appropriate to the English cur

riculum in high schools are (1) the literary merit of the 

selection and (2) the appropriateness of the readability 

level of the selection to the reading skills of the 
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students for whom the selection is intended. The studies 

of Lynch and Evans (1963) indicated that these criteria 

were not always foremost in the selections included in the 

seventy-two anthologies of literature they studied. 

There are, of course, criteria other than simply 

readability and literary merit to consider in the selec

tion of literature. This study is not a list of recom

mended literature for teaching at any grade level. This 

study merely attempts to indicate that good literature 

can be found at many levels of readability. Any teacher 

of English has the professional responsibility of deter

mining what is appropriate literature for his class. Eng

lish and American literature are particularly rich in 

works of high literary merit. Readability is only one 

criterion to be used in selection. 

Indeed the particular readability formula used in 

this study measures readability only in terms of vocabulary 

difficulty. While studies of investigators such as 

Stadtlander (1939), Latimer (194$)> and Smith (1952) in

dicated that the Yoakam formula correlated highly with 

readability formulas which considered difficulty in syn

tax, there must be exceptions to the generally high degree 

of correlation between word difficulty and syntactical 

difficulty. Gertrude Stein, for example, used a simple 
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vocabulary in her works, but her highly stylized use of 

simple words probably makes her works much higher in 

reading difficulty than any measurement of vocabulary 

difficulty alone might indicate. 

A formula like the Yoakam cannot measure the in

tellectual difficulty of any work. The intellectual dif

ficulty of literature is simply not in direct proportion 

to the difficulty of the workTs vocabulary. Blake's poems 

are made of simple words. Few readers of Blake would ar

gue that his poems are equally simple. 

Just how difficult a work is for a teacher to 

teach or for a student to comprehend is best approached 

through the experience of qualified teachers and the im

mediate context of the class. All this study can indicate 

is how difficult a selected work is in terms of how read

ily recognizable the work's vocabulary is. 

Teachers choose works of literature on bases other 

than word difficulty. This is not to say that the cri

terion of word difficulty is unimportant. Realistically, 

teachers cannot hope to discuss literary values of a work 

which students simply cannot understand unless they look 

up in a dictionary the meanings of an unreasonable number 

of words. Such an assignment becomes the equivalent of 

assigning literature in a foreign language. If the student 



7 

must translate many vocabulary items, he reaches a point 

where he is not reading what the author wrote, but his 

own simplified version, essentially edited to his own 

level of vocabulary. 

Such an argument is not intended to mean that 

literature should always be chosen for its infrequency of 

words new. to the student. Students must have access to 

new vocabulary to become better readers. 

Finally, that this study deals with literature 

written by authors alive during the period 1955 to 1963 

should not be construed to mean that the study advocates 

selection of literature simply on the basis that the work 

is modern. What constitutes relevance in literature is 

a moot question, but no one has advocated seriously that 

literary relevance is solely or even primarily dependent 

on the age of the literature. Unlike great wines, great 

works of literature cannot be assigned to vintage years. 

Definition of Important Terms 

The terms literary merit and readability are im

portant to this study. The definitions for these terms 

as they are used in this study are given below. 

) 
Literary Merit - , 

For purposes of this study, a work has literary 
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importance when its author has been regularly and widely 

conceded by scholars of literature td be an author of 

considerable merit, and, further, thd work is typical of 

the author's critically acclaimed production. For ex

ample, William Faulkner is widely considered to be a 

writer of great importance and a short story like "Barn 

Burning" is typical of the work for which he has been 

praised; on the other hand, while Hemingway also occupies 

a position of considerable merit, a selection from his 

unfavorably received Across the River and Into the Trees 

does not merit selection as typical of his critically 

acclaimed work. 

Readability 

For purposes of this study, readability is closely 

associated with word difficulty. One readability formula 

which estimates readability on the basis of vocabulary 

difficulty is the Yoakam Readability Formula. The Yoakam 

formula is described in the third chapter of this study. 



CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

In his study of reading, E. A. Betts (1946) wrote: 

Reading is a process rather than a subject. The 
development of efficient and versatile habits of ' 
reading and study is a continuous process which 
cannot be terminated when the pupil is admitted 
to the intermediate grades or to the secondary 
school. Since reading is primarily a thinking 
process, reading ability cannot be fully developed 
in the primary school. If this vieitfpoint is 
translated into practice, then very definite pro
vision for systematic guidance in reading should 
be made in the secondary schools. Furthermore, 
the fact that one does not read "reading" but 
reads literature, science, social studies, mathe
matics and the like, places the responsibility 
for systematic instruction on all teachers. 

(Betts, 1946, pp. 74-75) 

The act of reading occurs within a given context. 

One reads literature and one reads telegrams or labels on 

packages of frozen peas, but one reads such communications 

within the contexts of literature or of telegram reading 

or label reading. 

After quoting Korzybski's description of reading 

as "the reconstruction of the facts behind the symbols," 

Betts wrote: 

9 
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Reading is an evaluational process which re
quires specialized types of integrated action. 
In other words, it is purposeful experiencing 
in which mechanics are subordinated to meaning. 
Reading, therefore, is more than the recipro-
cative action of the eyes as they move discon-
tinuously over each line of type; it is more 
than the ability demanded for mere word pro
nouncing; and it involves emotional patterns 
more intricate than those required for aimless 
and colorless oral reading to the teacher. 

(Betts, 1946, p. 7&)  

Can the act of reading within the context of 

literature be distinguished from the act of reading 

within other contexts? The question here is really a 

modification of an inquiry as to what the term literature 

imposes upon communications brought within that context. 

To assign any written communication to the category 

literature imposes upon that communication a system of 

value judgements. An illustration is the system of 

values imposed upon the act of reading the Bible in a 

fundamentalist Sunday school compared to the system of 

values imposed upon the act of reading the same writings 

in a college literature class. In one case the writings 

are viewed within a context of sacred injunctions, in the 

other context as samples within a whole series of aesthetic 

considerations. 

The contention that reading literature is different 

from reading other written communication is at least as 

old as Aristotle, who stated in the Rhetoric; 
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Proofs are either artificial or inartificial. 
By "inartificial" I mean such things as have not 
been supplied by our own agency, but were already 
in existence —such as witnesses,, depositions 
under torture, contracts, and the' like: by "arti
ficial" I mean such things as may be furnished by 
our method and by our own agency; so that, of 
these, the "inartificial" have only to be used; 
the "artificial" have to be invented. 

(Aristotle, 1909, p.9) 

And later in the Rhetoric: 

With regard to those proofs which are wrought 
by demonstration, real or apparent, just as in 
Dialectic there is Induction on the one hand, 
and Syllogism or apparent Syllogism on the 
other, so it is in Rhetoric. The Example is an 
Induction. The Enthymeme is a Syllogism; the 
apparent Enthymeme is an apparent Syllogism. 
I call the Enthymeme a Rhetorical Syllogism and 
the Example a Rhetorical Induction. All men 
effect their proofs by demonstration, either 
with examples or with enthymemes; there is no 
third way. 

(Aristotle, 1909, p. 11) 

As is often the case with Aristotle, he seems 

here to have had a series of notes about a subject without 

a really comprehensive working out of the full subject, 

but the implications are clear: all works of art are 

inductions. The inductive thesis is dependent for its 

meaning on the total induction. Hence, to look at lit

erature as mere ilustration of a point the author was 

trying to make and to attempt to resolve the whole arti

ficial induction into a thesis analagous to the deductive 

premise is to miss the characteristics of induction. 
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A modern view of this same principle appears in 

William K. Wimsatt's "The Intentional Fallacy.11 

,The poem is not the critic's own and not the 
author's (it is detached from the author at 
birth and goes about the world beyond his power 
to intend about it or control it.) The poem 
belongs to the public. It is embodied in lan
guage, the peculiar possession of the public, 
and it is about the human being, an object of 
public knowledge. What is said about the poem 
is subject to the same scrutiny as any state
ment in linguistics or the general science of 
psychology. 

(Wimsatt, 195$> P- 5) 

Can good literature be identified? The question 

is better phrased, "Has good literature been identified?" 

For the value judgements which hold literature as good or 

bad are often too closely associated with philosophical 

considerations of a wide range to be objectified into one 

code against which every piece of literature can be tested. 

But critics have commented on some works and ignored- others. 

Commentary does exist, and much of that commentary seeks 

to evaluate a work. What is felt to be good literature 

can be at least estimated by a standard of critical atten-

tion. 

The readability of a piece of writing is merely an 

index to the reading difficulty of the piece. What makes 

one piece of writing more difficult to read than another 

is a complex issue, but one index of difficulty is vocab

ulary. The job of distinguishing what is difficult to 
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read„on the basis of syntax or cultural or psychological 

maturity is a slippery task at best and beset with the 

•most reprehensible sorts of subjectivism. Word difficulty 

has the advantage of cutting widely across the whole field 

of reading instruction. 



CHAPTER 3 
) 

DESIGN OF THE STUDY 

An evaluation of literary merit and readability 

involved selection of works to be analyzed for readabil

ity, the application of a standard readability formula, 

and the compilation of results ensuing. These evaluative 

procedures were carried out as described in the rest of 

this chapter. 

Procedures Used 

First, a list of contemporary writers discussed 

in important literary journals was compiled from the en

tries under American literature in the Modern Language 

Association International Bibliography of Books and Ar

ticles for the years 1953-1967. The years selected rep-

resented the most recent ten years of published bibliography 

available at the beginning of this study. 

Second, the names derived from the Modern Language 

Association bibliography were checked against Contemporary 

Authors. Names from the Modern Language Association bib

liography were eliminated when the names (1) did not ap

pear in Contemporary Authors or (2) were listed in Contem

porary Authors as not having written prose fiction. 

Third, a typical work of prose fiction was located 

14 



for each of the authors appearing on the derived list. 

Whenever possible, the work was representative of the 

author's short fiction. Lynch and Evans (1963) pointed 

out in their study of selections likely to be included 

in published English literature anthologies that an 

author's short fiction is his work most likely to reach 

an English classroom in an anthology. 

Fourth, each representative work was subjected 

to readability analysis by application of the Yoakam 

Readability Formula, and a reading difficulty index was 

assigned each selection. 

Fifth, derived data were listed by author# This 

list appears in the data section in the fourth chapter of 

this study. 

Sixth, a list of authors was compiled in order of 

ascending readability of their selected works. This list 

appears in the data section in the fourth chapter of tliis 

study. 

A mean readability level of the selected works 

was computed, as was a standard deviation for the distri

bution of readability level in the selected works. These 

figures appear in the data section in the fourth chapter 

of this study. 
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Sources of Data 

The two major sources of data in .this study were 

the Modern Language Association International Bibliography 

of Books and Articles and Contemporary Authors* These 

works are described below. 

Source One: Modern Language Association International 
Bibliography of Books and Articles 

The Modern Language Association is the world's 

largest organization of scholars in language and literature. 

The annual bibliography prepared by the Modern Language 

Association lists articles published and books reviewed in 

an international selection of important scholarly journals. 

The annual bibliography is the most important regularly 

issued general guide to scholarship in literature. 

Source Two: Contemporary Authors 

Contemporary Authors is a comprehensive biographical 

and bibliographical guide to American authors living at the 

time of their first inclusion in the work. Biographical 

and bibliographic data are supplied by the authors them

selves. The work is kept up to date by regular supplements 

and indices. Contemporary Authors begins listing authors 

in I960. Authors selected for this study were leving and 

listed in Contemporary Authors during the period 1960-196$. 
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Description of Data-gathering Instrument Used 

For purposes of this study, the readability formula 

devised by Gerald A. Yoakam and printed in his Basal Read

ing; Instruction (1955) was used to determine levels of 

readability of selected items of literature. A description 

of the Yoakam formula appears below. 

Nature of the Formula 

The Yoakam formula measures the readability level 

of materials to determine what reading ability is required 

to read the materials successfully. Reading difficulty 

is determined by the difficulty of the vocabulary used in 

the material. Reading ability is expressed in terms of 

grade level. A work which requires the reading ability 

of an average fifth-grade student is assigned a readability 

score of 5*0. The scale developed by Yoakam runs as high 

as fourteenth-grade level. 

Derivation of the Formula 

The Yoakam formula was devised as a result of 

Yoakam*s experience in checking school readers and listing 

the use of words in the readers according to the words1 

entries in Thorndike's TeacherTs Wordbook of Twenty Thousand 

Words (1932). Thorndike listed the 20,000 most frequently 

appearing words in English and assigned each a serial number 

from one to twenty on the basis of where the" word appeared 
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in the distribution. A word appearing in the first thousand 

words listed was assigned a serial number of 1. A word 

appearing in the second thousand words was assigned a serial 

number of 2, and so forth through the first twenty thousand 

words. Yoakam noticed that the frequency of occurrence of 

words high in serial numbers coincided with a general in

crease in reading difficulty. A tentative scale was devised 

and indicated that frequency of words with high serial 

numbers increased with the difficulty of the reading materi-

3.1* 

Validation of the Formula 

The tentative scale was used by Stadtlander (1939) 

to determine the validity of the basic assumptions of 

Yoakam. The tentative scale was validated by comparison 

with a reading-comprehension scale developed by Stadtlander 

and a New Stanford Reading Test, Form W, given to 2,763 

children in grades four to six. Latimer (194$) later con

firmed the validity and reliability of the Yoakam formula 

as a predictor of reading difficulty in a study comparing 

the Yoakam formula with predictions made by the Lorge and 

Flesh formulas. 

Use of the Formula 

The Yoakam formula requires the following steps: 

1. Select reading material to be measured. (In this study 



works were selected on the basis of a list derived 

from the Modern Language Association International 

Bibliography of Books and Articles for 195$~1967 

and Contemporary Authors.) 

Determine the size and number of samples to be used. 

(In this study short stories were sampled on five 

randomly assigned pages; each sample contained two 

hundred words. Novels were randomly sampled a 

number of times determined by their number of pages 

divided by ten. Each sample was two hundred words 

in length.) 

Scan samples to locate all words with a Thorndike 

serial number of four or higher. 

Add the serial numbers obtained from each sample. 

Average the total samples obtained. 

Locate the grade level of the selection on the Yoakam 

scale (Yoakam, 1955, P* 336). 



CHAPTER 4 

PRESENTATION OF THE DATA 

The data derived from subjecting selected works 

of contemporary American prose fiction to readability 

analysis are presented in this chapter. First, the se

lected authors are arranged alphabetically. Each author's 

work is briefly summarized, and the readability score for 

each work is given in terms of the Yoakam scale. Second, 

a list of the authors in ascending order of the reada

bility of their works is given. Third, the mean level of 

readability and the standard deviation are given for the 

range of readability scores derived' from the selected 

literature. 

Selected Authors 

The following is a list of selected authors. A 

representative work for each author was selected and is 

here briefly summarized. The readability level by the 

Yoakam scale is given for each work listed. 

20 
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Aiken, Conrad. 

"Impulse." Short Story Masterpieces* Edited by 
Robert Penn Warren and Albert Erskine. New York: 
Dell Publishing Co., 1955* '• 

Author: Born in 18$9» Conrad Aiken is a well known 

•writer of novels and shorter fiction. 

Work: "Impulse" is the story of an ordinary man 

who on impulse shoplifts. He is caught in 

his theft, and his world of job, wife, and 

family suddenly collapses around him. 

Readability: 11.0 
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Algren, Nelson* 

A Walk on the Wild Side. New York: Fawcett 
Fublications, Inc., 1956. 

Author: Born in 1909, Nelson Algren is a writer of 

novels and shorter fiction. Though born in 

Detroit, he has lived for most of his life 

in Chicago, the setting of most of his fiction. 

He won the National Book Award of 1949 for 

his novel The Man with the Golden Ann. 

Work: A Walk on the Wild Side is set in the South, 

particularly New Orleans. A Rabelaisian 

Bildungsroman. the novel concerns a country 

boy*s initiation into the seamier side of 

life. 

Readability: 12.3 
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Angoff, Charles. 

"Jerry." The Best American Short Stories 1946. 
Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 194o» 

Author: Born in 1902 in Russia, Charles Angoff came 

to the United States in 1903. He has been 

published widely as a'poet, short-story 

writer, and novelist; and he has served 

as an editor with publications such as The 

Nation and The American Mercury. 

Work: "Jerry" is the story of two boys working 

together and learning about each other and 

life. One is the son of immigrant Russian 

Jews, the other the son of Irish Catholics. 

The setting is South Boston early in the 

twentieth century. 

Readability: $.2 
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Auchincloss, Louis, 

"Billy and the Gargoyles," New World Writing, I 
(1952), 34-45. 

Author: Born in 1917, Louis Auchincloss is a novelist 

and short-story writer. His works often in

volve the vicissitudes of upper-class Amer

icans, perhaps one reason his fiction has 

placed high on best-seller lists. 

Work: "Billy and the Gargoyles" is set in an ex

pensive, exclusive boysT preparatory school. 

The other schoolboys' demands for conformity 

finally drive one boy to a breakdown. 

Readability: 11.3 
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Baldwin, James. 

"Sonny1s Blues." Fiction of ̂ he Fifties. Edited 
by Herbert Gold. New York: Doubleday and Co., 
1959. '• 

Author: Born in 1924, James Baldwin is perhaps the 

best known Negro writer in America. His. 

novels, short stories, and essays have con

cerned the plight of the Negro in mid-century 

America. 

Work: "Sonny*s Blues" is a short story set in 

Harlem and concerns the life of a young jazz 

musician, his music, his family, and his 

addiction to heroin. 

Readability: 7«1 
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Barnes, Djuna. 

"Aller et Retour." Spillway, London: Faber and 
Faber Ltd., 1962. 

Author: Born in 1392, Djuna Barnes has achieved con

siderable praise for her sensitive psycho

logical studies of life among the member^ of 

the European upper classes. 

Work: "Aller et Retour" is a short story about a 

trip made by a mother to the country house 

in which her daughter is living. The em

phasis of the story is focused upon an im

pending marriage and the moods evoked by 

the setting. 

Readability: 



Barth, John. 

"The Remobilization of Jacob Horner." The-
Esquire Reader. Edited by Arnold Gingrich, 
Rust Hills, and Gene Lichtenstein. New York: 
Popular Library, 1961. 

Author: Born in 1930, John Barth is a writer of 

novels and shorter fiction. His novel 

The Sot-V/eed Factor. established his 

reputation for combining high literary 

skill with humor and erudition. 

Work: "The Remobilization of Jacob Horner" is 

a first-person narrative of a young Johns 

Hopkins graduate student who one night 

is immobilized by indecision. He is 

noticed by a man who can cure him, a 

half-quack doctor who runs art institution 

dedicated to remobilization. 

Readability: 13.0 



2g 

Bellow, Saul. 

"Two Morning Monologues." The Partisan Reader. 
Edited by William Phillips and Philip RahV." fJew 
York: The Dial Press, 1946. ! 

Author: Born in 1915» Saul Bellow is one of Amer

ica^ best known novelists. Though born 

in Canada, he grew up in Chicago and was 

educated in Midwestern universities. As 

a novelist, short-story writer, and critic, 

he has concerned himself with a broad spec

trum of life in America. 

Work: "Two Morning Monologues" brings forth the 

inner speculations of a young college grad

uate who finds himself without work, to the 

distress and humiliation of his family. The 

time is the early days of World War II. 

Readability: S.5 



29 

Berryman, John. 

"The Lovers." The Best American Short Stories 
1946. Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1946. 

Author: Born in 1914, John Berryman is a well known 

poet who has also received honors for his 

short stories. 

Work: "The Lovers" relates one summer's adolescent 

love affair, the affair*s ultimate dissolution, 

and the growth in perception of the boy who 

is rejected. 

Readability: 11.0 



30 

Bishop, Elizabeth, 

"The Farmers Children." The Best American Short 
Stories 1949» Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1949* 

Author: Born in 1911, Elizabeth Bishop is best known 

for her poetry. She has also written fiction 

of considerable merit. 

Work: "The Farmers Children" is a simple, sensi

tive tale of how two boys come to freeze to 

death in a cold barn. 

Readability: 9»9 



31 

Bourjaily, Vance. 

"Varieties of Irreligious Experience: A Con
fession of U.S.D. Quincy." The Esquire Reader. 
Edited by Arnold Gingrich, Rust Hills, and Gene 
Lichtenstein. New York: Popular Library, 1961. 

Author: Born in 1922, Vance Bourjaily is a short-

story writer, novelist, and editor of modern 

fiction. 

Work: "Varieties of Irreligious Experience: A Con

fession of U.S.D. Quincy" concerns a young 

man recalling two acts of desecration: one 

is the time his brother was caught as an ac

complice to theft while at a private military 

school; the other is the time when the nar

rator and friends invade a grave while stationed 

in the U.S. Army in Syria. 

Readability: 10.5 



32 

Bowles, Paul. 

"Under the Sky." The Best American Short Stories 
1949o Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1949. ! 

Author: Born in 1910, Paul Bowles is a novelist, 

writer of short stories, and a composer of 

opera, chamber music, and incidental and 

background music for the stage. He is also 

the translator of Sartrefs No Exit and Jean 

Giradoux1s Madwoman of Chaillot for the 

American stage productions. 

Work: "Under the Sky" is the story of the seduction 

of a frightened, threatened American tourist 

in Mexico. The story focuses on the seducer, 

a Mexican peasant. 

Readability: 9.2 



33 

Boyle, Kay. 

"The White Horses of Vienna." First-Prize Stories 
1919-1963. Garden City: Doubleday and C0.7 

Author: Born in 1903, Kay Boyle is a prolific "writer 

of poetry, short stories, and novels. Wife 

of an American civil servant in Europe, she 

has given many of her works a foreign setting, 

Work: "The "White Horses of Vienna" has its setting 

in the country home and office of a physician 

just before the Nazi takeover of Austria, A 

young Jewish doctor arrives to replace the 

regular physician, whose leg has been broken 

under circumstances having to do with the 

troublesome political atmosphere. 

Readability: 7»3 

7 



34 

Bradbury, Ray. 

"The Big Black and White Game." The Best American 
Short Stories 1946. Edited by Martha Foley. Bos
ton: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1946. 

Author: Born in 1920, Ray Bradbury is a well known 

and prolific writer of short stories and. 

novels. He is one of the few serious Amer

ican authors to have written science fiction, 

as well as more conventional fiction. 

Work: "The Big Black and White Game" concerns an 

annual baseball game between the white guests 

and the Negro staff at an exclusive summer 

resort. A white player hurts a Negro player 

unfairly, and the Negro's revenge is ruthless. 

Readability: 10.2 



35 

Brooks, Gwendolyn. 

"We*re the Only Colored People Here." The Best 
Short Stories by Negro Writers. Edited by 
Langston Hughes. Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 
1967. 

Author: Born in 1917 > Gwendolyn Brooks received the 

Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 1950. She is 

also a novelist and writer of short stories. 

Work: "WeTre the Only Colored People Here" concerns 

the simultaneous elation and nervousness of 

a Negro couple who break out of their ghetto 

and attend a movie theater customarily vis-?-' 

ited only by whites. 

Readability: 8.5 



36 

Buck, Pearl. 

"The Enemy." Interpreting Literature. Edited by 
K. L. Knickerbocker and H. Willard Reninger. New 
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1965® 

Author: Born in 1392, Pearl Buck is a Nobel laureate 

in literature, particularly famous for her 

studies of oriental life. She is the author 

of nonfiction, short stories, and novels. 

Work: "The Enemy" is a short story about a Japanese 

doctor who saves the life of an American 

soldier during World War II. 

Readability: 7.0 



37 

Burnett, Whit. 

"The Cats Which Cried." The Best Short Stories 
1934. Edited by Edward J. O'Brien. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1934* ! 

Author:- Born iri 1&99, Whit Burnett is a well known 

anthologist and writer of short fiction., 

Work: "The Cats Which Cried" is the story of an 

American expatriate in Paris. The time is 

between the World Wars. The American is 

reduced to vending toy cats on the streets. 

Readability: 10.7 



33 

Burroughs, William. 

"The Ticket that Exploded." The Moderns. Edited 
by LeRoi Jones. New York: Corinth Books, Inc., 
1963. 

Author: Born in 1914, William Burroughs is a novelist 

and writer of shorter fiction. 

Work: "The Ticket that Exploded" is a fragment which 

was later expanded into a novel. Defying sum

mary, the work is characteristic of Burroughst 
\ 

hallucinatory prose. 

Readability: 11.1 



39 

Cain, James, 

"Dead Man." 0. Henry Memorial Award Prize 
Stories of 1936. EcTited by Harry Hansen. 
Garden City: Doubleday, Doran and Co., Inc., 
1936. 

Author: Born'in 1&92, James Cain has been an editor 

and writer of short stories and novels; he 

is particularly noted for his portrayal of 

callous characters. 

Work: "Dead Man" is.the story of a runaway boy 

who fights with and kills a railyard de

tective. The story focuses on the boy's 

reaction to the crime. 

Readability: £.2 



• 40 

Caldwell, Erskine. 

"Horse Thief," The Best of the Best Short Stories. 
Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1950. 

Author: Born in 1903, Erslcine Caldwell is well known 

for his novels and short stories, particu

larly those works dealing with rural Southern 

life. 

Work: "Horse Thief" is the story of a man accused 

of stealing a horse, who cannot reveal his 

innocence without compromising the repu

tation of a young lady. 

Readability: 5»0 



41 

Calisher, Hortense. 

"In Greenwich There Are Many Gravelled Walks." 
Fifty Best American Short Stories 1915-1965. 
Edited by Martha Fol*ey. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1965. 

Author: Born in 1911 > Hortense Calisher is a writer 

of short stories and novels. 

Work: "In Greenwich There Are Many Gravelled 

Walks" is frequently anthologized as a 

representative of the type story often 

printed in The New Yorker after World 

War II. Typically, this story focuses 

on upper-middle-class young people in 

a moment of stress. 

Readability: 11.5 



42 

Capote, Truman. 

"A Christmas Memory." Breakfast at TiffanyTs, a 
Short Novel, and Three Stories. New York: The"" 
New American Library, 1959. 

Author: Born in 1924, Truman Capote is a writer of 

novels, essays, short stories, and a li-. 

bretto of a musical comedy. 

Work: "A Christmas Memory" is the story of the 

special relationship between a boy and 

his spinster cousin. Set in the rural 

South, events concern their preparations 

for Christmas. 

Readability: 12.7 



Chase, Mary Ellen. 

43 

"Salesmanship0. Henry Memorial Prize Stories 
1931* Edited Hy Blanche Colton Williams. 

harden City: Doubleday, Doran and Co., Inc., 
1931. 

Author: Born in 13$7, Mary Ellen Chase is a novelist 

and writer of short stories. 

Work: "Salesmanship" is about an ambitious, overly 

effusive young salesman who is unknowingly 

callous in selling a suit of clothes. 

Readability: 10.3 



44 

Cheever, John. 

"Torch Song." Short Story Masterpieces.'Edited 
by Robert Penn Warren and Albert Erskine. New 
York: Dell Publishing Co., 1955. 

Author: Born in 1912, John Cheever is a novelist 

and short-story writer whose works have . 

concerned the anxieties of modern Americans. 

Work: "Torch Song" concerns the narrator's ob

servations and personal involvement with 

a parasitic female. 

Readability: 7»4 



45 

Chute, Beatrice Joy. 

"The Legacy." A Reader for Parents. Edited by 
the Child Study"~Association of America. New 
York: W. W. Norton and Co., Inc., 1963. 

Author: Born in 1913, Beatrice Joy Chute is a popu

lar novelist and short-story writer, much 

of whose work has appeared in women*s mag

azines. 

Work: "The Legacy" is the story of a fathers 

intervention into the social affairs of 

his daughter and the revelation of her 

character in the face of his bungling. 

Readability: 9*7 



46 

Clark, Walter Van Tillburg. 

"The Wind and the Snow of Winter." The Best of 
the Best Short Stories. Edited by Martha Foley. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1950* 

Walter Van Tillburg Clark is a well known 

novelist, writer of short stories, and 

teacher of writing. His stories often , 

have Western settings. 

"The Wind and the Snow of Winter" concerns 

an old prospector who returns to what once 

was a prosperous, lively gambling community. 

Readability: 7,6 

Author: 

Work: 



Connell, Evan S. 

"The Condor and the Guests." Fiction of the 
Fifties. Edited by Herbert Gold. New lorlc: 
Doubleday and Co., 1959. 

Author: Born in 1924, Evan S. Connell is a writer 

of short stories and novels. 

Work: "The Condor and the Guests" is set in the 

Midwestern home of an American who has re

turned from a trip to Peru with a female 

condor. Middle-class sensibilities are 

played out in the shadow of this living 

gargoyle. 

Readability: 10.5 



4S 

Coumos, John, 

"The Story of the Stranger," The Best Short Stories 
of 1932. Edited by Edward J. O'Brien. New lorlc: 
Dodd, Mead and Co., 1932, 

Author: Born in 18&L, John Cournos is a novelist and 

writer of short stories. 

Work: "The Story of the Stranger" concerns an English 

visitor in Russia who discovers his host's 

faith healer is an escaped lunatic. 

Readability: S.4 



49 

Cozzens, James Gould. 

"Total Stranger." First-Prize Stories 1919-1963» 
Garden City: Doubleday arid' Co., 1963. 

Born in 1903, James Gould Cozzens is a well 

known writer of novels and short stories. 

Many of his works are concerned with the' 

mores of upper-middle-class Americans. 

Cozzens won the Pulitizer Prize in 1949 

for his novel Guard of Honor. 

"Total Stranger" concerns a boy who is going 

back to his school with his father. On their 

way they meet an old girl friend of the father 

and the boy learns more about his father and 

himself. 

Readability: 10.5 

Author: 

Work: 



50 

Dahlberg, Edward# 

"Because I Was Flesh." The Best American Short 
Stories 1962. Edited by Martha Foley and David 
Burnett. Boston: Houghton Mi'fflin Co., 1962. 

Author: Born in 1900, Edward Dahlberg is a novelist, 

literary essayist, poet, and writer of short 

stories. 

Work: "Because I Was Flesh" is a first-person nar

rative of a boy leaving home; the narration 

is largely philosophical, introspective, and 

meditative. 

Readability: Above fourteenth grade level. 



51 

De Jong, David Cornel. 

"So Tall the Corn," The Best American Short Stories 
of 1932. Edited by Eclward J. O'Brien. New York: 
Dodd, Mead and Co., 1932. 

Author: Born in 1905, David Cornel De Jong is a short-

story writer and novelist. 

Work: "So Tall the Corn" is the story of a farmerTs 

sonTs pondering the relationship between his 

hard-working mother and his unfaithful father. 

Readability: £.7 



52 

Derleth, August, 

"The Panelled Room." Twenty-five Modern Stories 
of Mystery and Imagination. Edited by Phil Stong. 
Garden City: Garden City Publishing Co., Inc., 
19 W. 

Author: Born in 1909, August Derleth is a prolific 

writer, best known for short stories and 

novels of horror and mystery. 

Work: "The Panelled Room" is a horror story set 

in a haunted house. 

Readability: 7*0 



53 

De Vries, Peter. 

"A Cold Potato." Mid-Century: An Anthology of 
Distinguished Contemporary American Short Stories. 
Edited by Orville Prescott. New York: Pocket 
Books Inc., 195$. 

Author: Born in 1910, Peter De Vries is a novelist 

and short-story writer whose work comically 

chronicles the exasperations of modem living. 

Work: "A Cold Potato" concerns the fumbling at

tempts of a husband to demonstrate affection, 

Readability: 11.3 



54 

Dos Passos, John, 

"Red, White &nd Blue Thanksgiving." American 
Harvest. Edited by Allen Tate and John Peale 
BishopT New York: L.B; Fisciier Publishing Corp., 
1942. 

Author: Born in 1396, John Dos Passos is famous for 

his novels and short stories concerning 

American life. 

Work: "Red, White and Blue Thanksgiving" is set in 

an American home on a Thanksgiving day during 

World War I. The talk is of war and pacifism. 

Readability: 9.0 



55 

Eastlake, William. 

"In a While Crocodile." Fiction of the Fifties. 
Edited by Herbert Gold. New York: Double'da'y and 
Co., 1959. 

Author: Born in 1918, William Eastlake is a novelist 

and writer of short stories. 

Work: "In a While Crocodile" is set in Southwestern 

Indian country. A reporter attempts to trace 

the last days of a jazz musician and runs in

to the Indian view of matters. 

Readability: 8.6 



56 

Ellison, Ralph. 

"Flying Home." The Best Short Stories by Negro 
Writers. Edited by Langston Hughes. Boston: 
Little, Brown and Co., 1967. 

Author: Born in 1914, Ralph Ellison is a distin

guished writer of novels, essays, and 

shorter fiction. 

Work: "Flying Home" concerns one of the first 

Negroes to be trained as an American piiot. 

His training plane crashes on the property 

of a white Southern bigot. 

Readability: 9.4 



57 

Farrell, James T. 

"Studs." This Is Besti Edited by Whit Burnett. 
New York: The DialPress, 1942. 

Born in 1904, James T. Farrell is a novelist 

and short-story writer. Much of his work 

concerns ordinary life in Chicago, the city 

where he grew up. 

"Studs" is the story of a Chicago tough. 

This story was later expanded into the 

Studs Lonigan trilogy of novels. 

Readability: 11.0 

Author: 

Work: 



53 

Fast, Howard. 

"Departure." Departure and Other Stories* Boston 
Little, Brown and Co., 1949. 

Author: Born in 1914> Howard Fast is a novelist and 

short-story writer. 

Work: "Departure" tells of American volunteers* 

retreat with Spanish Republican forces from 

Barcelona. The time is the Spanish Civil 

War. 

Readability! 



59 

Ferber, Edna. 

"No Room at the Inn," This Is My Best. Edited 
by Whit Burnett. New York:' The Dial Press, 1942. 

Author: Born in 13S7, Edna Ferber is the author of 

popular novels and shorter fiction. 

Work: "No Room at the Inn" is a short-story ver

sion of the Christian Nativity. The setting 

is the Jewish flight from Nazi-occupied 

Poland. 

Readability: 7.6 



60 

Fiedler, Leslie. 

"Four Academic Parables," The Girl in the Black 
Raincoat* Edited by George Garrett. New York: 
Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1966. 

Author: Born in 1917, Leslie Fiedler is a novelist, 

short-story writer, and critic. 

Work: "Four Academic Parables" gives four pro

fessors* erotic fantasies concerning a fe

male student who attends their classes. 

Readability: 3.6 



61 

Fisher, Vardis. 

"Martha's Vacation." American Stuff. New York: 
The Viking Press, 1937-

Born in 1895» Vardis Fisher is a widely 

published novelist and short-story writer. 

"Martha's Vacation" is a short story about 

an illiterate young girl giving birth to 

her illegitimate child and her happiness in 

the hospital's atmosphere. 

Readability: 7«3 

Author: 

Work: 



62 

Garrett, George. 

"The Old Army Game," Fifty Best American Short 
Stories 1915-1965. Edited by Martha Foley. Boston 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1965. 

Author: Born in 1929, George Garrett is the author of 

novels, short stories, and poems. 

Work: "The Old Army Game" has as its setting army 

basic training. The action concerns an en

listed man's Pyrrhic victory over a sergeant. 

Readability: 10.7 



63 

Gold, Herbert 

"Love and Like." Fiction of the Fifties* Edited 
by Herbert Gold, New York: Doubleday and Co.. 
1959. 

Author: Born in 1924, Herbert Gold is a novelist, 

anthologist, and writer of short stories. 

Work: "Love and Like" is a short story in which 

a middle-class couple discover their di

vorce has not cooled their antagonisms. 

Readability: 9.1 



* 64 

Goodman, Paul. 

"The Facts of Life." The Partisan Reader. Edited 
by William Phillips and' Philip Rahv. New York: The 
Dial Press, 1946. ' 

Author: Born in 1911, Paul Goodman is a well known 

novelist, short-story writer, and essayist. 

Work: "The Facts of Life" concerns the frustration 

of a middle-class Jewish family when the 

child of the family begins to discover her 

Jewishness. 

Readability: 12.9 



65 

Gordon, Caroline. 

"Tom Rivers." The Best Short Stories 1934« Edited 
by Edward J. O'Brien. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co. 
1934. 

Author: Born in 1&95t Caroline Gordon is a distin

guished writer of novels and- short stories. 

Work: "Tom Rivers" is set in the American West. 

A boy learns what masculinity is from his 

cousin. 

Readability: 6.1 



66 

Goyen, William. 

"Her Breath upon the Windowpane." The Best Amer
ican Short Stories 1951* Edited by Martha Foley. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 195l» 

Author: Bom in 1915, William Goyen is a novelist 

and short-story writer. 

Work: "Her Breath upon the Windowpane" is the story 

of an older woman who has spent her life main

taining her family and is now alone. 

Readability: 9.2 



67 

Grau, Shirley Ann., 

"The Beach Party." The Best American Short Stories 
1966: Edited by Martha Foley and David Burnett. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.,' 1966. 

Author: Born in 1929, Shirley Ann Grau is a well 

known writer of novels and shorter fiction. 

Work: "The Beach Party" centers around a young 

girlTs sensitivity to her companions and 

her reaction to a drowning. 

Readability: 12.4 



6g 

Green, Paul# 

"A Tempered Fellow." Stories of the South Old 
and New. Edited by Addison rfibbard. Chapel Hill: 
The University of North Carolina Press, 1931. 

Author: Born in 1894, Paul Green is a playwright, 

film writer, novelist, and shorts-story 

writer. 

Work: "A Tempered Fellow" is the story of a hard

working, simple farmer who strangles his wife 

who leaves him for the pleasures of town. 

Readability: 9.4 



69 

Hale, Nancy. , 

"Who Lived and Died Believing." Fifty Best Amer
ican Short Stories 1915-1965. Edited by Martha 
Foley. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1965. 

Author: Born in 190&, Nancy Hale is the author of 

novels, short stories, and essays. 

Work: "Who Lived and Died Believing" is set in a 

hospital for the mentally ill. The central 

characters are a patient who has had a 

severe mental breakdown and her nurse whose 

personal relations are causing her anguish. 

Readability: 7*7 



70 

Halper, Albert. 

"The Oldest Brother." Prairie Schooner Caravan. 
Edited by Lowry C. Wimberly. Lincoln: The Uni
versity of Nebraska Press, 1943 • 

Author: Born in 1904, Albert Halper is a novelist 

and short-story writer. 

Work: "The Oldest Brother" is a short story about 

a young man who goes to Chicago to join his 

successful oldest brother and discovers that 

whatever success the oldest brother has, has 

been purchased at the cost of his integrity. 

Re adab ility: 6.5 



71 

Hawkes, John. 

"The Owl." The Goose on the Grave. New York: 
New Directions, 1954» 

Author: Born in 1925, John Hawkes is a writer of 

gothic short stories and novels. 

Work: "The Owl" is a short novel set in a gloomy 

medieval atmosphere. A hangman ponders his 

role and the life around him. 

Readability: 13.5 



72 

Heller, Joseph. 

"Castle of Snow." The Best American Short Stories 
1949* Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1949. 

Author: Born in 1923, Joseph Heller is a writer of 

novels and short stories. 

Work: *"Castle of Snow" has its setting in the era 

of the Depression. A Russian immigrant finds 

that the only job he can get to support his 

family is to be a strikebreaker. 

Readability: 11.5 



73 

Hersey, John. 
"Why Were You Sent Out Here?" The Best American 
Short Stories 194&. Edited by Martha Foley. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.,( 1943. 

Author: Born in 1914, John Hersey is a journalist, 

novelist, and writer of short stories. He 

won the 1945 Pulitzer Prize for fiction with 

his novel A Bell for Adano. 

Work: "V/hy Were You Sent Out Here?" is set in China 

just after World Wa,r II. An old colonel is 

irritated by a younger man his same rank, and 

the older man remembers the days earlier in 

his career when he too annoyed an older offi

cer. 

Readability: 11.3 



74 

Horgan, Paul. 

"The Peach Stone." The Best of the Best American 
Short Stories 1915-195C). Edited by Martha Foley. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1952. 

Author: Born in 1903, Paul Horgan is a novelist, 

historian, and writer of short stories. 

Work: "The Peach Stone" concerns the viewpoints of 

four people riding together in a car taking 

the body of a baby girl to her grave. The 

scene is the rural Southwest. 

Readability; 7.4 



75 

Hughes, Langston. 

"Cora Unashamed." The Best Short Stories 1934. 
Edited by Edward J. O'Brien,. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1934. ! 

Author: Born in 1902, Langston Hughes is a poet, 

novelist, essayist, and writer of short 

stories. 

Work: "Cora Unashamed" concerns a domestic servant 

who reveals the hypocrisy of the family she 

serves. The setting is the Midwest. The 

servant is a daughter of the only Negro fam

ily in town. 

Readability: 7.4 



76 

Hunter, Evan, 

"To Break the Wall." Discovery, Number Two. 
Edited by Vance Bourjaily. New York: Pocket 
Books Inc., 1953* 

Author: Born in 1926, Evan Hunter is a novelist and 

writer of short stories. 

Work: "To Break the Wall" concerns a young man 

who is a teacher to a class of young toughs. 

The action centers around a knife fight which 

develops between the teacher and two of the 

boys. 

Readability: 8.5 



77 

Hurst, Fannie. 

"She Walks in Beauty." The Best Short Stories of 
1921. Edited by Edward J." 'O'Bri'en.. Boston: Small, 
Maynard and Co*, 1921. 

Author: Born in 18$9, Fannie Hurst is a prolific 

writer of short stories and novels. 

Work: "She Walks in Beauty" concerns a young girl 

who devotes her life to keeping secret her 

mother* s addiction to heroin. 

Readability: 10.7 



73 

Jackson, Shirley. 

"One Ordinary Day with Peanuts." Fifty Best Amer
ican Short Stories 1915-1965* Edited by Martha 
Foley. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1965. 

Author: Born in 1919, Shirley Jackson is a well known 

writer of novels and short stories. Much of 

her work is characterized by a tone of psycho

logical gothicism. 

Work: "One Ordinary Day with Peanuts" has a central 

character whose remarkable good nature turns 

out to be only one side of his. personality. 

Readability: 7.6 



79 

Jarrell, Randall. 

"Gertrude and Sidney." The Best American Short 
Stories 1954. Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1954* ' 

Author: Born in 1914, Randall Jarrell is best known 

as a poet, but his short stories have re

ceived considerable praise too. 

Work: "Gertrude and Sidney" is the story of a pow

erfully intellectual woman and the man she 

becomes dependent upon. 

Readability: 7.5 



go 

Jones, James, 

"A Bottle of Cream." New World Writing, XIII 
(195$), 267-279. 

Born in 1921, James Jones is the author of 

novels and short stories. He won the Nation

al Book Award in 1952 for his novel From' Here 

to Eternity. 

"A Bottle of Cream" is a short story of a 

man and how he learns that telling the truth 

never gets one ahead, either as a child or 

as an adult. 

Readability: 3.3 

Author: 

Work: 



Si 

Justice, Donald. 

"Vinelandts Burning." Prize Stories 1954: The 
2* Henry Awards. Edited by Paul Engle and Hansford 
Martin. Ne\? York: Doubleday and Co., 1954« 

Author: Born in 1925, Donald Justice is a poet and 

short-story writer. 

Work: "Vineland's Burning" concerns a socially 

maladjusted boy who spends one summer watch

ing buildings burn. 

Readability: S.4 



82 

Kerouac, Jack, 

n'The Mexican Girl." The Best American Short Stories 
1956, Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1956. 

Author: Born in 1922, Jack Kerouac is a novelist, 

short-story writer, and a spokesman of the 

Beat Generation artists. 

Work: "The Mexican Girl" relates the adventures of 

an itinerant young New Yorker among the mi

gratory- worker camps in California. 

Readability: 10.9 



Lee, Harper. 

To Kill a Mockingbird, 
T56T. 

S3 

New York: Popular Library, 

Author: Born in 1926, Harper Lee is a novelist. To 

Kill a Mockingbird won the Pulitzer Prize 

for fiction• 

Work: To Kill a Mockingbird is set in a small town 

in the South, and the action centers around 

children watching their father defend a Negro 

accused of a crime. 

Readability: S.4 

n® 



34 

Lewis, Janet. 

"The Wife of Martin Guerre." Anchor in the Sea. 
Edited by Alan Swallow. New' York: The Swallow 
Press and William Morrow and Co., 1947. 

Author: Born in 1899» Janet Lewis is a writer of 

novels and short stories. 

Work: "The Wife of Martin Guerre" is a short novel 

set in sixteenth-century France. A woman 

brings trial against a man who claims to be 

her missing husband. 

Readability: S.2 



35 

Lytle, Andrew. 

"Jericho, Jericho, Jericho." American Harvest. 
Edited by Allen Tate and John Peale Bishop. New 
York: L.B. Fischer Publishing Corp., 1942. 

Author: Born in 1902, Andrew Lytle is a novelist 

and short-story writer. 

Work: "Jericho, Jericho, Jericho" is a short story 

set in the South. An old woman on her death

bed recalls her long struggle to keep her 

rich farmland intact. She realizes that the 

land will slip away when her grandson marries 

a girl with city tastes# 

Readability: $.0 



86 

Mailer, Norman. 

"The Paper House." New World Writing, II (1952). 
53-69. 

Author: Born in 1923, Norman Mailer is an essayist, 

movie script writer, playwright, novelist, 

short-story writer, and politician. He re

ceived the National Book Award for his non-

fiction Armies of the Night. 

Work: "The Paper House" is a short story set in 

occupied Japan. An American sergeant in

sults a Japanese geisha and she retaliates. 

Readability: 9.2 



57 

Malamud, Bernard. 

"The Magic Barrel," Fiction of the Fifties. Edited 
by Herbert Gold. New York: Doubleday and Co., 1959. 

Author: Born in 1914> Bernard Malamud is a novelist 

and short-story writer. He received the 

National Book Award for fiction in 1959 i*or 

his book of short stories The Magic Barrel. 

Work: "The Magic Barrel" is set in New York- City. 

A young rabbi seeks a bride from a match

maker. 

Readability: 9.0 



88 

McCarthy, Mary. 

"Cruel and Barbarous Treatment." Short Story 
Masterpieces, Edited by Robert PennlSfarren and 
ATb'ert ErsYxne. New York: Dell Publishing Co., 
1955. 

Author: Born in 1912, Mary McCarthy is the author of 

nonfiction, literary criticism, novels, and 

short stories. 

Work: "Cruel and Barbarous Treatment" concerns an 

upper-middle-class young wife, her love affair, 

and her divorce 

Readability: Above fourteenth grade level. 



S9 

McCullers, Carson. 

"The Ballad of the Sad Cafe." The Ballad of the 
Sad Cafe and Other Stories. New York: Bantam 
Books Inc., 1964* / 

Author: Born in 1917, Carson McCullers is the author 

of novels and short stories. She is par

ticularly well known for her studies of psy

chological gothicism in Southern settings. 

Work: "The Ballad of the Sad Cafe" is set in the 

rural South. The story focuses on the 

strange relationships among a cafe owner, 

her.estranged husband, and a dwarf. 

Readability: 10.2 



90 

Michener, James. 

"The Cave." Mid-Century: An Anthology of Distin-
§ uished Contemporary American Short Stories. Edited 
y Orville Prescott. New York: Pocket Books Inc., 
195S. 

Author: Born in 1907, James Michener is an essayist, 

novelist, and writer of short stories. He 

won the Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 194$ 

for Tales of the South Pacific, from which 

"The Cave" was taken. 

Work: "The Cave" is set in the South Pacific during 

World War II. A group of Americans listen to 

the reports from an Englishman behind enemy 

lines. When the Englishman*s broadcasts stop, 

the Americans go look for him. 

Readability: 10.0 



91 

Miller, Authur, 

"I DonTt Need You Any More." The Best American 
Short Stories I960. Edited by""Martha Foley and 
David Burnett, Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 
I960. 

Author: Born in 1916, Arthur Miller is one of the 

best known playwrights in America. He is 

also a novelist and writer of short stories. 

Work: "I DonTt Need You Any More" concerns a young 

boy growing to awareness of his Jewish fam

ily and the world around him. The setting 

is an Atlantic-seashore summer resort. 

Readability: 9.3 



92 

Miller, Henry. 

"The Cosmological Eye," Transition Workshop* 
Edited by Eugene Jolas. New York: The Vanguard 
Press, Inc., 1949. 

Author: Born in 1891, Henry Millers fame came from 

his early novels which were written and pub

lished in Paris and banned under obscenity 

laws from entering the United Statesi All 

of his work is presently available in most 

states. 

Work: "The Cosmological Eye" is a fragment from 

his work which Miller chose for publication 

in Transition Workshop. The work centers 

on an artist's vision of his own paintings. 

Readability: 12.5 



93 

M6tt, Frank Luther. 

"Footnote to Mortality." Prairie Schooner Caravan. 
Edited by Lowry C. Wimberly. Lincoln: The Univer
sity of Nebraska Press, 1943. 

Author: Born in 1S86, Frank Luther Mott is a journalist 

and writer of short stories. 

Work: "Footnote to Mortality" concerns the life of 

an electrician who operates the electric chair 

in a state prison. 

Readability: 11*3 



. 94 

Mumford, Lewis. 

"The History of a Prodigy." The Smart Set Anthol
ogy. Edited by Burton Rascoe and Gro'ff Conk'lin. 
New York: Reynal and Hitchcock Inc., 1934* 

Author: Born in 1#95> Lewis Mumford has written short 

stories and nonfiction. He is particularly 

well knovm for his studies of the urban Amer

ican environment. 

Work: "The History of a Prodigy" is a short story 

relating the narrator's view of a particularly 

beautiful, brilliant young girl before and 

after her malrriage. 

Readability: Above fourteenth grade level. 



95 

Nabokov, Vladimir. 

"Time and Ebb." The Best American Short Stories 
1946. Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1946. 

Author: . Born in 1399, Vladimir Nabokov began his 

literary career in Russia but is now an 

American citizen. He is a writer of verse, 

short stories, and novels; he has taught 

Russian literature and language; and he 

was at one time Curator of Butterflies at 

the Museum of Comparative Zoology in Cam

bridge, Massachusetts. 

Work: "Time and Ebb" is set in the future and 

concerns the nostalgia of an old scientist 

for the days of the first half of the twen

tieth century. 

Readability: Above fourteenth grade level. 



96 

Nathan, Robert. 

"The Snowflake and the Starfish," The Saturday 
Evening Post Stories 1959« New York: Doubleday 
and Co., Inc., I960. 

Author: Born in 1S94* Robert Nathan is a prolific 

writer of novels and short stories. 

Work: "The Snowflake and the Starfish" is set in 

a seashore summer cottage. The action con

cerns the fantastic adventures of tvro chil

dren and a sea witch. 

Readability: 7.5 



97 

Nemerov, Howard. 

"Unbelievable Characters." The Best American Short 
Stories I960. Edited by Martha Foley and~David 
Burnett. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co*, I960. 

Author: Born in 1920, Howard Nemerov is a poet, short-

story writer, and novelist. 

Work: "Unbelievable Characters" is the story of a 

young man who recalls his uncle's tale of a 

skywriter and the mysterious messages he 

wrote against the sky. 

Readability: 9.4 



93 

Nin, Anais. 

"The House of Incest." Transition Workshop* Edited 
by Eugene Jolas. New York: The Vanguard P"ress, Inc. 
1949. 

Author: Born in 1903, Anais Nin is a novelist and 

short-story writer. She has been associated 

with the group of American expatriate writers 

in Paris between World Wars I and II. Her 

writing is characterized by in-depth psycho

logical studies of the characters she creates. 

Work: "The House of Incest" is a fragment from her 

novel of the same title. This section is a 

psychological portrait in sound and color 

images. 

Readability: 10.2 



O'Connor, Flannery. 

99 

"Parker's Back." The Best American Short Stories 
1966* Edited by Martha Foley-and David Burnett. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.,' 1966. 

Author: Born in 1925, Flannery O'Connor is a short-

story writer and novelist. She is particu

larly famous for her psychological studies 

of Southern life. 

Work: "Parker's Back" concerns the troubles of a 

tatooed man with his fundementalist wife. 

Readability: 8,U 



100 

O'Hara, John. 

"Early Afternoon." Great Short Stories of John 
O'Hara. New York: Bantam 

Author: Born in 1905, John 0THara is a novelist and 

short-story writer. Much of his work con

sists of portraits of people living in metro

politan New York City and studies of middle-

class life in urban Pennsylvania. 

Work: "Early Afternoon" concerns a middle-class 

businessman on the afternoon of the day he is 

fired from his job. 

Readability: 7*6 



101 

Olsen, Tillie. 

"Tell Me a Riddle." First-Prize Stories 1919-1963. 
Garden City: Doubleday and Co., 1963. 

Author: Born in 1913» Tillie Olsen is a short-story 

writer. 

Work: "Tell Me a Riddle" concerns a husband and 

wife who have been married for nearly fifty 

years, and the action focuses on the linger

ing death of the wife. 

Readability: 10.7 



102 

Parker, Dorothy. 

"The Standard of Living." This Is Mjr Best, Edited 
by Whit Burnett. New York: ?Ee Dial Press, 1942. 

Author: Born in 1$93, Dorothy Parker is a writer of 

poetry, short stories, and literary reviews 

and criticism. 

Work: "The Standard of Living" concerns two young 

office girls who imagine themselves to be 

living an elegant life on their meager wages. 

Readability: S.4 



103 

Porter, Katherine Anne. 

"The Downward Path to Wisdom." Story and Structure. 
Edited by Laurence Perrine. New York: Harcourt, 
Brace and World, Inc., 1966. 

Author: Born in 1&90, Katherine Anne Porter is a 

highly esteemed novelist and short-story 

writer. 

Work: "The Downward Path to V/isdom" is a short 

story about a small boy through whose eyes 

are seen the domestic squabbles in the 

homes of his grandmother and his parents. 

Readability: 6.2 



10k 

Powers, J. F. 

"The Devil Was the Joker," Fiction of the Fifties, 
Edited by Herbert Gold. New York: Doubleday and 
Co., 1959. 

Author: Born in 1917» J. F. Powers is a novelist and 

writer of short stories# His novel Morte 

d*Urban won the National Book Award for fic

tion. Much of his work concerns the lives 

of Roman Catholic laymen and clerics. 

Work: "The Devil Was the Joker" is the story of a 

young man who has been removed from seminary 

and wants to return. He takes a job driving 

a salesman of cheap religious trinkets and 

literature. 

Readability: 9.7 



105 

Price, Reynolds. 

"The Warrior Princess Ozimba." Prize Stories 1962 
The 0. Henry Awards. Edited by Richard Poirier. 
New York: Doubleday and Co., Inc., 1962. 

Author: Born in 1933» Reynolds Price is a novelist 

and short-story writer. 

Work: "The Warrior Princess Ozimba" concerns an 

annual trip to an old family servant who 

evokes nostalgic memories. The story is 

set in the South. 

Readability: 4.4 



106 

Pyiichon, Thomas. 

"Entropy." The Best American Short Stories 1961. 
Edited by Martha Foley and David Burnett. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1961. 

Author: Born in 1937* Thomas Pynchon is one of Amer

ica's better known writers of novels and 

shorter fiction. 

Work: "Entropy" is set in a long, wearing, lease-

breaking party in Washington, D.C. The 

guests are would-be American expatriates. 

The action centers around the host's re

action to the guests and a pet bird's dy

ing. 

Readability: Above fourteenth grade level. 



107 

Rand, Ayn. 

Anthem. Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxfcon Printers. 
Ltd., 1961. 

Author: Born in 1905, Ayn Rand has written didactic 

novels. She is the originator of a school 

of egoistic philosophy. 

Work: Anthem is a short novel about a superior in

dividual who is unhappy in a nightmare land 
v 

of equalitarian collectivism. 

Readability: 6.5 



log 

Rechy, John, 

"El Paso del Norte." The Moderns* Edited by LeRoi 
Jones. New York: Corinth Books, Inc., 1963. 

Author: Born in 1934, John Rechy is the author of 

novels and short stories. 

Work: "El Paso del Norte" is a selection from 

Rechy*s work. This selection focuses on 

a description of El Paso, Texas, and the 

people who live in the city. 

Readability: 10,6 



109 

Richter, Conrad. 

"Early Marriage." Roundup Time. Edited by George 
Sessions Perry. New York: Whitt Lesey House, 1943* 

Author: Born in 1&90, Conrad Richter is a writer of 

novels and short stories. Many of his works 

have as their setting the early days in the 

American Southwest. 

Work: "Early Marriage" is the story of a young girl 

who, accompanied only by her younger brother, 

travels across the wilderness of early New 

Mexico to reach the post where she is to be 

married. 

Readability: 9.5 



110 

Roth, Henry. 

Gall It Sleep. New York: Avon Books, 1964. 
i 

Author: Born in 1906, Henry Roth wrote only Gall It 

Sleep, a book first published in 1934* Re

published in I960, the work has received, 

wide critical acclaim for its picture of the 

social environment of the 1930*s. 

Work: Call It Sleep is a Bildungsroman of an immi

grant Jewish boy growing up in New York City. 

Readability: 11.1 



Ill 

Roth, Philip. 

"The Contest for Aaron Gold." Fifty Best American 
Short Stories 1915-1965> Edited by Martha Foley. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1965. 

Author: Born in 1933 > Philip Roth is the author of 

short stories and novels. 

Work: "The Contest for Aaron Gold" concerns a young 

artist who finds work in a boys* summer camp. 

One of his students turns out to have consid

erable talent, and a struggle ensues between 

the life of the camp and the goals of art. 

Readability: 7.6 



112 

Salinger, J. D. 

"A Perfect Day for Bananafish.'" Mine Stories. 
New York: New American Library, 1$)61. 

Born in 1919,. J.D. Salinger is a popular 

novelist and short-story writer. 

"A Perfect Day for Bananafish" focuses upon 

the psychological stress of a young middle-

class American. 

Author: 

Work: 

Readability: 3.1 



113 

Sandoz, Mari. 

"Peachstone Basket." Prairie Schooner Caravan. 
Edited by Lo-wry C. Wimberly. Lincoln: The Uni
versity of Nebraska Press, 1943. 

Author: Born in 1901, Mari Sandoz is an essayist, 

biographer, novelist, and short-story writer. 

Work: "Peachstone Basket" is a short story about 

the celebration a tov/n holds to honor its 

founder. A displayed trinket reveals that 

his past might have been less than honorable. 

Readability: 11.0 

/ 



114 

Saroyan, William. 

"Resurrection of a Life." Fifty Best American 
Short Stories 1915-1965. Edited! by Martha Foley. 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co.,' 1965. 

Author: Born in 1908, William Saroyan is a play

wright, novelist, and short-story writer. 

Work: "Resurrection of a Life" concerns a nar

rator who recalls his boyhood and the 

thoughts and feelings he had about America 

and himself. 

Readability: 10.2 



115 

Schmitt, Gladys, 

"All Souls." The Best American Short Stories 1944« 
Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Co., 1944* 

Authoi*: Born in 1909, Gladys Schmitt is a poet, short-

story writer, and novelist. . 

Work: "All Souls" concerns a husband whose wife has 

recently died. On Halloween he rejects the 

company of his son and daughter-in-law, his 

mistress, and the way his life is, and he set

tles into memories of when he and his wife 

were young. 

Readability: 11.6 



116 

Schwartz, Delmore. 

"America! America!" The Partisan Reader. Edited 
by William Phillips and Philip Rahv. New York: 
The Dial Press, 1946. ! 

Author: Born in 1913, Delmore Schwartz is a writer 

of poetry and short stories# 

Work: "America! America!" is the story of a young 

musician who returns from Paris, cannot find 

employment, and stays home listening to his 

mother's tales of how Jewish immigrant fami

lies found prosperity in America. 

Readability: 9*5 



117 

Shaw, Irwin. 

"The Eighty-Yard. Run." Short Story Masterpieces. 
Edited by Robert Penn Warren and Albert Erskine. 
New York: Dell Publishing Co., 1955. 

Author: Born in 1913, Irwin Shaw is a writer of 

short stories, novels, travel literature, 

and motion-picture scripts. 

Work: "The Eighty-Yard Run" concerns a man, a 

failure in middle age, who recalls his mo

ment of glory on his college football field. 

Readability: 9.0 



118 

Spencer, Elizabeth. 

"First Dark#" Prize Stories I960: The 0. Henry 
Awards. Edited by Mary Stegner. New York: 
Doubleday and Co., Inc., 19o0i 

Author: Born in 1921, Elizabeth Spencer is a novelist 

and short-story writer. 

Work: "First Dark" is set in the South where home, 

family, and custom complicate courtship. 

Readability: 6.4 



119 

Stegner, Wallace. 

"The Blue-Winged Teal." First-Prize Stories 1919-
1963. Garden City: Doubleday and Co., 1963. 

Author: Born in 1909, Wallace Stegner is a novelist, 

writer of short stories, and teacher of writ

ing. 

Work: "The Blue-Winged Teal" concerns the strained 

relationship between a boy and his father, 

who has returned to being a poolhall oper

ator soon after the death of his wife. 

Readability: 10.3 



120 

Steinbeck, John. 

"Flight." Short Story Masterpieces. Edited by 
Robert Penn V/arren and Albert Erskine. New York: 
Dell Publishing Co., 1955* • 

Author: Born in 1902, John Steinbeck is the author 
/ 

of novels, short stories, and essays, and 

winner of the Nobel Prize for literature. 

Work: "Flight" is a story of a boy who kills a man 

in a brawl and the boyTs escape into the 

mountains. 

Readability: 9»0 



121 

Stuart, Jesse, 

"Dawn of Remembered Spring." The Best of the Best 
American Short Stories 1915-195̂ 7 Edited by Martha 
Foley, Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1952. 

Author: Born in 1907, Jesse Stuart is a novelist and 

short-story writer. Many of his stories are 

set in his native Kentucky, where he has re

mained as a high-school teacher. 

Work: "Dav/n of Remembered Spring" is about a young 

boy on a snake hunt. He brings a smile to 

his weary elders when he believes two mating 

copperheads are fighting one another. 

R eadab ility: £.0 



Styron, William. 

"Long March." Discovery, Number One. 
John W. Aldridge and Vance Bourjaily. 
Pocket Books Inc., 1953• 

Author: Born in 1925, William Styron is a novelist 

and short-story writer. He won the Pulitzer 

Prize in fiction for his novel The Con

fessions of Nat Turner. 

Work: "Long March" is a short novel concerning the 

pressures on men and officers while enduring 

a forced training march in the Marine Corps. 

122 

Edited by 
New York: 

Readability: 12.9 



123 

Swados, Harvey. 

"The Dancer." Fiction of the Fifties. Edited by 
Herbert Gold. New York: Doubleday and Co., 1959. 

Born in 1920, Harvey Swados is a writer of 

short stories and novels. 

"The Dancer" is a picaresque short story of 

a young man who goes to New York to become a 

dancer. 

Readability: 11.2 

Author: 

Work: 



124 

Tate, Allen. 

"The Immortal Woman," The Best Short Stories 1934. 
Edited by Edward J. O'Brien, Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1934. 

Author: Born in 1899, Allen Tate is a poet, critic, 

novelist, and short-story writer. 

Work: "The Immortal Woman" is set in a decaying 

neighborhood in Washington, D. C. The nar

rator's revelations are shaped by what he 

overhears from his mother's conversations 

and what events transpire in the street he 

overlooks. 

Readability: 7»1 



125 

Taylor, Peter. 

"A Wife of Nashville." The Best of the Best Short 
Stories. Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Co., 1950. ! 

Author: Born in 1919, Peter Taylor is a short-story 

writer and novelist. 

Work: "A Wife of Nashville" concerns a woman who 

loses her illusions about life, while she 

learns to live with the illusions of her hus

band, her sons, and the family servant. 

Readability: 7.5 



126 

Traven, B. 

"The Night Visitor." The Night Visitor and Other 
Stories. New York: Hill and Wang, 1966. 

Author: Born in 1S90, B. Traven's exact biography is 

unknown* He is a novelist and writer of short 

stories. Much of his work has its setting in 

Mexico. 

Work: "The Night Visitor" is a short novel set in 

the Mexican wilderness. The central character 

is left in care of a ranch near an ancient 

grave and is obsessed with spirits from the 

past. 

Readability: 10.7 



127 

Updike, John. 

"A Gift from the City." The Best American Short 
Stories 1959« Edited by,Martha Foley and David 
Burnett. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1959» 

Author: Born in 1932, John Updike is a critic, poet, 

novelist, and short-story writer. 

Work: "A Gift from the City" concerns an urban 

family paralyzed by a Negro's demands for 

charity. 

Readability: 11.2 



12S 

Van Doren, Mark, 

"I Got a Friend." The Best American Short Stories 
1955. Edited by Martha FoXey. Boston: Houghton 
Hlfflin Co., 1955. 

Author: Born in 1394, Mark Van Doren is a novelist, 

poet, essayist, critic, and short-story 

writer; 

Work: ,fI Got a Friend" concerns the courtship prob

lems of a sailor who invents a friend to fac

ilitate disengagement and finds himself in a 

trap when the device is turned against him. 

Readability: 4.5 



129 

Vidal, Gore. 

"Erlinda and Mr. Coffin." New World Writing. 
I (1952), 130-139. 

Author: Bora in 1925, Gore Vidal is a playwright, 

essayist, novelist and short-story writer. 

Work: "Erlinda and Mr. Coffin" is a short story 

told by a Southern gentlewoman reduced to 

taking paying guests. Events center around 

one of her guests and a female assumed to 

be his minor ward. The assumption is proved 

to be false in a flaming finale to a local 

production of Camille. 

Readability: 13.0 



130 

Vonnegut, Kurt. 

God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater or Pearls Before Swine. 
New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1965 V' 

Born in 1922, Kurt Vonnegut is a writer of 

short stories and novels. Much of his early-

work was in the area of science fiction;'re

cently he has been praised for his satires 

of modern life. 

God Bless You, Mr. Rosewater is a satiric 

novel concerning the heir to a family for

tune and philanthropic foundation. 

Readability: 12.2 

Author: 

Work: 



131 

Warren, Robert Penn. 

"When the Light Gets Green," American Harvest* 
Edited by Allen Tate and John Peale Bishop. New 
York: L.B. Fischer Publishing Corp., 1942. 

Author: Born in 1905, Robert Penn Warren is a critic, 

editor, poet, novelist, and short-story writ

er. He won the Pulitzer Prize in 1947 for 

his novel All the Kinĝ s Men, and the Pulitzer 

Prize for verse in 195$ for Promises. 

Work: "When the Light Gets Green" is set in the 

South. The narrator recalls a day from his 

boyhood when hail fell to ruin a tobacco crop 

and his grandfather was sure of his impending 

death. 

Readability: 6.4 



132 

Wellman, Manly. 

"School for the Unspeakable." Twenty-five Modern 
Stories of Mystery and Imagination. Eclated • by 
Phil Stong. Garden City: Garden City Publishing 
Co., Inc., 1941* 

Author: Born in 1903, Manly Wellman is a novelist 

and short-story writrer primarily concerned 

with mystery and science fiction. 

Work: "School for the Unspeakable" is a gothic tale 

in which a new schoolboy arrives late at 

night and is taken to the wrong school, one 

closed down fifty years ago when the head

master went mad and killed three of his pupils. 

Readability: 11.6 



Welty, Eudora. 

133 

"Livvie." Selected Stories of Eudora Welty. New 
York: Modern Library, 1954» 

Author: Born in 1909, Eudora Welty is well known for 

her novels and short stories, particularly 

those concerning life in the South, 

Work: "Liwie" concerns an old man and his young 

wife in the rural South. While the husband 

is dying the wife ponders her situation. 

Readability: 6.7 



134 

Wescott, Glenway. 

"The Sailor." American Harvest* Edited by Allen 
Tate and John Peale Bishop. New York: L. B. 
Fischer Publishing Corp., 194^• 

Author: Born in 1901, Glenway Wescott is a novelist 

and short-story writer. 

Work: "The Sailor" is a short story concerning a-

younger brother who returns to his family*s 

Wisconsin farm. He tells his older brother 

of his initiation into the life of a sailor. 

Readability: 10.7 



135 

West, Jessamyn. -

"Road to the Isles," The Best American Short 
Stories 1949« Edited by Martha Foley. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1949. 

Author: Born in 1907, Jessamyn West is a novelist 

and writer of shorter fiction particularly 

well known for her portraits of Quaker life 

in rural Indiana. 

Work: "Road to the Isles" is one of Jessamyn WestTs 

stories about Cress Delahanty, an adolescent 

girl growing up in California. In this story 

she learns that her concern for her parents1 

behavior is equalled by their concern for her. 

Readability: 10.3 



136 

White, E. B. 

"The Hour of Letdown." Interpreting Literature. 
Edited by K. L. Knickerbocker and H. Wil'lard 
Reninger. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 
Inc., 1965. 

Author: Born in 1399, E. B. White is a journalist, 

essayist, and short-story writer. 

Work: "The Hour of Letdovm" concerns the confusion 

arising in a bar when a man and his robot 

both order drinks. 

Readability: 10.5 



137 

Whittemore, Reed. 

"The Stutz and the Tub." Prize Stories 1954: The 
0* Henry Awards. Edited by Paul Engle and Hansford ' 
Martin. New York: Doubleday and Co., 1954» 

Author: Born in 1919, Reed Whittemore is a poet and 

short-story writer. 

Work: "The Stuta and the Tub" is about a young man 

who takes a girl to an amusement park they 

had knovm as children. He finds the cheap 

prizes of the concessionaire have new mean

ing to him. 

Readability: 9.1 



13 & 

Wilbur, Richard# 

"A Game of Catch." Prize Stories 1954: The 0, 
Henry Awards. Edited by Paul Engle and Hansford 
Martin. New York: Doubleday and Co., 1954* 

Author: Born in 1921, Richard Wilbur is best known 

as a poet and translator of poetry, but he 
/ * ' 

has also written essays, criticism, and 

short stories. 

Work: "A Game of Catch" concerns a young boy whose 

imagination is the exasperation of his peers. 

Readability: 9»9 
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Wilder, Thornton. 

"The Warship." Pulitzer Prize Reader. Edited by 
Leo Hamalian and^E^moncPL. Volpe. New York: Popu
lar Library, 1961. 

Author: Born in 1&97, Thornton Wilder is a playwright 

novelist, and writer of short stories. He 

won the Pulitzer award for fiction in 1923 

for his novel The Bridge of San Luis Rey. 

Work: "The Warship" is a short-story fantasy about 

a warship shipv/recked in the South Pacific 

and the descendents of the survivors. 

Readability: 13•2 
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Williams, Tennessee. 

"The Resemblance Between a Violin Case and. a Coffin 
The Best American Short Stories 1951. Edited by 
Martha Foley. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1951. 

Author: Born in 1914, Tennessee Williams is a play

wright, novelist, and writer of short stories 

He is famous for his studies of Southern life 

Work: "The Resemblance Between a Violin Case and a 

Coffin" i's set in the South. The action cen

ters around a brother's observations of his 

sister's growing up. 

Readability: 12.0 
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Wilson, Edmund. 

"The Man Who Shot Snapping Turtles." Contemporary 
Short Stories, Vol. III. Edited by Maurice Baudin, 
Jr. New York: Bobbs-Merrill; Co., 1954« 

Author: Born in 1&95> Edmund Wilson is a writer of 

short stories, a novelist, and a literary 

critic. 

Work: "The Man Who Shot Snapping Turtles" concerns 

a man who takes violent action when he learns 

• another manTs passion may also be his mania. 

Readability: 10.3 
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Winters, Yvor. 

"Brink of Darkness." Anchor in the Sea* Edited 
by Alan Swallow. New York: The Swallow Press and 
William Morrow and Co., 1947# 

Author: Born in 1900, Yvor Winters is best known for 

his literary criticism, but he has also writ

ten poetry and shorter fiction. 

Work: "Brink of Darkness" is a short story about 

the perceptions of a young schoolteacher left 

alone in an isolated farmhouse after a death 

in the farmer*s family. 

Readability: 10.0 
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Wouk, Herman, 

The Caine Mutiny. New York: Doubleday and Co., 
Inc., 1951* 

Author: Born in 1915 > Herman Wouk is a popular writer 

of short stories and novels. 

Work: The Caine Mutiny is a study of mutiny in the 

modern American navy. 

Readability: 10.2 



144 

Yerby, Frank, 

"Health Card." The Best Short Stories by Negro 
Writers. Edited by Langston Hughes. Boston: 

17 Brown and Co., 1967. 1 

Author: Born in 1916, Prank Yerby is a writer of 

short stories and a novelist, widely pop

ular for his historical romances, although 

these works have received little critical 

acclaim. Yerby1s critical acclaim as a 

writer comes from his works with a modern 

setting. 

Work: "Health Card" concerns the difficulties of 

a young Negro soldier and his visiting wife 

in a small Southern town during World War IX. 

Readability: 7*6 
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Author 

Price, Reynolds 

Van Doren, Mark 

Caldwell, Erskine 

Porter, Katherine Anne 

Spencer, Elizabeth 

Warren, Robert Penn 

Halper, Albert 

Rand, Ayn 

Welty, Eudora 

Buck, Pearl 

Derleth, August 

Baldwin, James 

Tate, Allen 

Boyle, Kay 

Fisher, Vardis 

Horgan, Paul 

Hughes, Langston 

Cheever, John 

Jarrell, Randall 

Taylor, Peter 

Nathan, Robert 

Clark, Walter Van Tilburg 

Readability 

4.4 

4.5 

5.0 

6.2 

6.4 

6.4 

6.5 

6.5 

6.7 

7.0 

7.0 

7.1 

7.1 

7.3 

7.3 

7.4 

7.4 

7.4 

7.5 

7.5 

7.5 

7.6 



Author 

Ferber, Edna 

O'Hara, John 

Roth, Phiiip 

Jackson, Shirley 

Yerby, Frank 

Hale, Nancy 

Lytle, Andrew-

Stuart, Jesse 

Gordon, Caroline 

Salinger, J.D. 

Angoff, Charles 

Cain, James 

Lewis, Janet 

Jones, James 

Cournos, John 

O'Connor, Flannery 

Parker, Dorothy 

Justice, Donald 

Lee, Harper 

Bellow, Saul 

Brooks, Gwendolyn 

Fast, Howard 

Barnes, Djuna 

Hunter, Evan 
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Readability 

7.6 

7.6 

7.6 

.7.6 

7.6 

7.7 

8,0 

8.0 

8.1 

8.1 

8.2 

8.2 

8.2 

8.3 

8.4 

8.4 

8.4 

8.4 

8.4 

8.5 

8.5 

8.5 

8.5 

8.5 



Author 

Eastlake, William 

Fiedler, Leslie 

De Jong, David Cornel 

Dos Passos, John 

Malamud, Bernard 

Shaw, Irwin 

Steinbeck, John 

Gold, Herbert 

Whittemore, Reed 

Goyen, William 

Mailer, Norman 

Bowles, Paul 

Miller, Arthur 

Ellison, Ralph 

Green, Paul 

Nemerov, Howard 

Schwartz, Delmore 

Richter, Conrad 

Chute, Beatrice Joy 

Powers, J.F. 

Bishop, Elizabeth 

Wilbur, Richard 

Michener, James 

Winters, Yvor 

Readability 

a.6 

3.6 

3.7 

9.0 

9.0 

9.0 

9.0 

9.1 

9.1 

9.2 

9.2 

9.2 

9.3 

9.4 

9.4 

9.4 

9.5 

9.5 

9.7 

9.7 

9.9 

9.9 

10.0 

10.0 



Author 

Bradbury, Ray 

Saroyan, William 

Nin, Anais 

Wouk, Herman 

McCullers, Carson 

Chase, Mary Ellen 

West, Jessamyn 

Wilson, Edmund 

Stegner, Wallace 

Bourjaily, Vance 

White, E.B. 

Connell, Evan 

Cozzens, James Gould 

Rechy, John 

Burnett, Whit 

Garrett, George 

Olsen, Tillie 

Traven, B. 

Wescott, Glenway 

Hurst, Fannie 

Kerouac, Jack 

Aiken, Conrad 

Berryman, John 

Sandoz, Mari 
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Readability 

10.2 

10.2 

10.2 

10.2 

10.2 

10.3 

10.3 

10.3 

10.3 

10.5 

10.5 

10.5 

10.5 

10.6 

10.7 

10.7 

10.7 

10.7 

10.7 

10.7 

10.9 

11.0 

11.0 

11.0 



Author 

Farrell, James T. 

Burroughs, William 

Roth, Henry-

Updike, John 

Swados, Harvey 

De Vries, Peter 

Hersey, John 

Calisher, Hortense 

Heller, Joseph 

Schmidt, Gladys 

Wellman, Manly 

Auchincloss, Louis 

Mott, Frank Luther 

Williams, Tennessee 

Vonnegut, Kurt 

Algren, Nelson 

Grau, Shirley Ann 

Miller, Henry 

Capote, Truman 

Styron, William 

Goodman, Paul 

Vidal, Gore 

Barth, John 

Wilder, Thornton 
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Readability 

11.0 

11.1 

11.1 

11.2 

11.2 

11.3 

11.3 

11.5 

11.5 

11.6 

11.6 

11. S 

11.8 

12.0 

12.2 

12.3 

12.4 

12.5 

12.7 

12.9 

12,9 

13.0 

13 »0 

13.2 



Author 

Hawkes, John 

Dahlberg, Edward 

Mumford, Lewis 

Pynchon, Thomas 

McCarthy, Mary 

Nabokov, Vladimir 
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Readability 

13.5 

above grade 14 

above grade 14 

above grade 14 

above grade 14 

above grade 14 

Derived Statistics 

1. A mean level of readability for authorsT works- sam

pled was 110.3. This represents 9.9 in terms of grade 

level. 

2. The standard deviation computed for the range of 

readability of authors* works sampled was 43.7. Plus or 

minus one standard deviation from the mean was equal to 

the range from 7.4 to 12.1 in terms of readability by 

grade level. 



CHAPTER 5 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

This chapter reviews the general problems and 

procedures of this study, gives the results of the analy

ses performed, and makes recommendations for further 

studies of the problems discussed. 

Restatement of the Problem 

This study concerned the readability of selected 

works of contemporary American prose fiction. Procedures 

were determined for selection of representative works of 

authors chosen on the basis of literary merit, and se

lections were sampled for their readability level. A 

special aspect of this study was to locate works which 

met the criteria of literary merit and low readability. 

Description of Procedures Used 

The Modern Language Association International 

Bibliography of Books and Articles for the years 195&-

1967 was consulted to construct.a list of American authors 

whose works had recently received critical attention 

in a wide range of scholarly journals. The names ob

tained from the Modern Language Association bibliography 
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were checked against the listings in Contemporary Authors 

to determine if the author had written prose fiction. 

Authors who (1) did not appear in Contemporary Authors 

or (2) did not appear to have written prose fiction were 

discarded. The resulting list contained 124 names of 

authors of contemporary prose fiction. A representative 

work was located for each of these authors, and each work' 

readability was measured by the Yoakam readability formula 

The data derived from the above procedures were 

(1) an alphabetically arranged list of authors, their rep

resentative works, brief summaries of the works, and the 

works' readability scores in terms of grade level; (2) a 

list of authors arranged in ascending order of readability 

of their sampled works; and (3) a mean level of readabil

ity for works sampled and a standard deviation within the 

established range of derived readability scores. 

Principal Findings and Conclusions 

,1. The mean level of readability for a sampling of rep

resentative prose fiction of 124 contemporary American 

writers was 110.B, or 9»9 in terms of grade level. 

2. A standard deviation computed for the range of read

ability for a representative sampling of contemporary 

American prose fiction was 43.7. Plus or minus one stan

dard deviation from the mean was equal to the range from 

7.4 to 12.1 in terms of readability by grade level, thus 
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indicating that about sixty-eight percent of the works 

sampled fell within that range. ; 

3. Of the 124 works sampled for readability, forty-nine 

works had readability levels below the ninth grade. This 

would indicate that prose fiction of literary merit with 

readability levels below the average reading ability of a 

student in high school can be located. 

4. Of the 124 works sampled for readability, nine works 

had readability levels below the seventh grade. This 

would indicate that prose fiction of literary merit can 

be located for students whose reading skills are con

siderably below average and yet have psychological and 

physical maturity. 

Recommendations for Further Research 

Further applications of readability formulas to 

literature. The results of this study indicated that one 

can locate mature prose fiction by contemporary American 

authors at readability levels low enough to be useful with 

students whose levels of reading skills are low. Further 

research should indicate important literature is also availa

ble from other periods of time and other authors of various 

nationalities. The results of such research would provide 

English teachers with a list of materials from which the 
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teacher could assign significant literature to a student 

at or near the level of the student's reading skills. 

Such a list would also allow the teacher to anticipate 

the level of reading difficulty of works of literature 

assigned and design assignments with regard to the read

ability levels of the literature and the reading skills 

of the students. 

Modifications in Future Readability Formulas. 

This study considered the application of a reading for

mula based on difficulty of vocabulary best suited to the 

needs of determining reading difficulty of literature. 

The aprticular formula used in this study was the Xoakam 

formula, which is based on a list of word frequency com

piled by Thorndike before 1930* While the Yoakam formula 

is probably the easiest and fastest readability formula to 

apply, manual application of the formula is time consuming. 

Few teachers have the time on their own to survey a wide 

range of literature by such a method. If what the teachers 

seek is mature literature with low readability, the task 

is especially difficult. Only seven per cent of the items 

surveyed in this study yielded readability levels lower 

than seventh grade level. Based on these considerations, 

the following recommendations concerning an adequate and 

efficient measure of readability are made: 



155 

1. The word-frequency list upon which the loakam formula 

is based is out of date. The Thorndike list reflects 

current usage before 1930. Words such as radar do not 

even occur in the Thorndike list. An up-to-date word-

frequency list appeared in A Computational Analysis of 

Present-Day American English (Kucera and Francis, 1967). 

An adequate and accurate readability formula based on 

vocabulary difficulty should be based on current word 

frequency. 

2. The Thorndike list is formed lexically, but the appli

cation of the Yoakam formula is often made morphemically. 

For example, Thorndike listed common with a count of one 

an(* commonly with a count of seven; adverb was listed with 

a count of twelve, but adverbial did not appear in the 

first 20,000 words. Using the Yoakam formula, one counts 

common and commonly with their serials from the Thorndike 

list, yet adverb and adverbial are both counted as twelve, 

the serial assigned adverb. Yoakam1s directions (Yoakam, 

1955» P» 335) are to score variants with the same count as 

the root word unless the variant has been scored by 

Thorndike. This practice is inconsistent and comes from 

a basic inadequacy of the Thorndike list. An adequate 

word-frequency list to assess reading difficulty ought to 

be arranged morphemically. A slight adjustment in the 
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more recent A Computational Analysis of Present-Day 

American English, (Kucera and Francis, 1967) could supply 

such a list. 

3. A Computational Analysis of Present-Day American 

English (Kucera and Francis, 1967) is already available 

on computer tape. Slightly adjusted, the tape could be 

used with.a readability formula like the Yoakam to speed 

up the estimation of a workTs readability. The process 

necessary to compute readability by the Yoakam formula is 

subject to assignment to computer analysis to insure accu

racy and increase the speed of results. 
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