
Relocation of the population of Al-Habalah Village

Item Type text; Dissertation-Reproduction (electronic)

Authors Al-Maharwi, Saad Ali Gana, 1957-

Publisher The University of Arizona.

Rights Copyright © is held by the author. Digital access to this material
is made possible by the University Libraries, University of Arizona.
Further transmission, reproduction or presentation (such as
public display or performance) of protected items is prohibited
except with permission of the author.

Download date 26/05/2023 09:11:34

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/289444

http://hdl.handle.net/10150/289444


INFORMATION TO USERS 

This manuscript has been reproduced from the microfilm master. UMI 

films the text directly from the original or copy submitted. Thus, some 

thesis and dissertation copies are in typewriter face, while others may be 

from any type of computer printer. 

The quality of this reproduction is dependent upon the quality of the 

copy submitted. Broken or indistinct print, colored or poor quality 

illustrations and photographs, print bleedthrough, substandard margins, 

and improper alignment can adversely affect reproduction. 

In the unlikely event that the author did not send UMI a complete 

manuscript and there are missing pages, these will be noted. Also, if 

unauthorized copyright material had to be removed, a note will indicate 

the deletion. 

Oversize materials (e.g., maps, drawings, charts) are reproduced by 

sectioning the original, beginning at the upper left-hand comer and 

continuing from left to right in equal sections with small overlaps. Each 

original is also photographed in one exposure and is included in reduced 

form at the back of the book. 

Photographs included in the original manuscript have been reproduced 

xerographically in this copy. Higher quality 6" x 9" black and white 

photographic prints are available for any photographs or illustrations 

appearing in this copy for an additional charge. Contact UMI directly to 

order. 

UMI 
A Bell & Howell Infonnation Company 

300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor MI 48106-1346 USA 
313/761-4700 800/521-0600 





RELOCATION OF THE POPULATION 

OF AL-HABALAH VILLAGE 

by 

Saad Ali Gana Al-Maharwi 

Copyright ©Saad Ali Gana Al-Mahanrwi 1997 

A dissertation submitted to the Faculty of the 

DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

For the Degree of 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

In the Graduate College 

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 

19 9 7 



DMI Number; 9738935 

Copyright 1997 by 
Al-Maharwi, Saad All Gana 

All rights reserved. 

UMI Microform 9738935 
Copyright 1997, by UMI Company. All rights reserved. 

This microform edition is protected against unauthorized 
copying under Title 17, United States Code. 

UMI 
300 North Zeeb Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 



THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA@ 
GRADUATE COLLEGE 

As members of the Final Examination Committee, we certify that we have 

2 

read the dissertation prepared by~_s_a_a_d~A_l~i_G_a~na~_A_l_-_M_a_h_a_r_w_i~~~~~~~ 

entitled Relocation of the Population of Al-Habalah Village 

and recommend that it be accepted as fulfilling the dissertation 

requirement for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy 

a .=tJ?z,b/ 
Date 

Date 

~-'1 ·1.1 
Date 

Lt - 7-C/7 
Date 

Final approval and acceptance of this dissertation is contingent upon 
the candidate's submission of the final copy of the dissertation to the 
Graduate College. 

I hereby certify that I have read this dissertation prepared under my 
direction and recommend that it be accepted as fulfilling the dissertation 

Date 



3 

STATEMENT BY AUTHOR 

This dissertation has been submitted in partial 
fulfillment of requirements for an advanced degree at The 
University of Arizona and is deposited in the University 
Library to be made available to borrowers under rules of the 
Library. 

Brief quotations from this dissertation are allowable 
without special permission, provided that accurate 
acknowledgement of source is made. Requests for permission 
for extended quotation from or reproduction of this 
manuscript in whole or in part may be granted by the 
copyright holder. 



4 

Acknowledgement 

I would like to express my appreciation and gratitude 
to everyone for their assistance and contributions when I was 
doing this project. My deepest gratitude and appreciation are 
extended to Professor Ervin H. Zube, the director of this 
dissertation for his support, advice and helpful suggestions 
during various drafts of the project. A special thanks is 
extended to the rest of my committee members, Professor 
Michael E. Bonine, Professor Charles F. Hutchinson, Professor 
Fred S. Matter and Professor Michael D. Bradley. 

I am very thankful to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
King Saud University for its support while I was receiving my 
higher education in the United States. 

My appreciation and gratitude go to all the 
governmental officials at Asir Principality: Prince Khalid 
Al-Faisal, the Governor of Asir Region, Shaaker Shakori, the 
Deputy of the Principality, Ahmed Al-Shahrani and Mohammad 
Al-Azragi at the Local Affairs Department at Asir 
Principality. Thanks is extended to Abdullah Ali Aftan, 
Chairman, Ministry of Social Affairs, Asir Branch, to Sa'aed 
Mosa, Assistant at Social Affairs, to Abdullah Al-Sarhani, 
chairman of the Welfare Association at Asir, to Saad Bin 
Zoma'a, Chairman of Al-Wadiyain Center, to Salih Alwabil, 
chairman of the Asir Region Fire Department, to Ali Albakri, 
his deputy, to Abdullah Arrad, Chairman of the Fire 
Department at Khamis Mushayt, to Mohammed Othaid, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Water, Abha Branch, to Ali Alja'afari and Ali 
Asiri, representatives of the National Company for Tourism, 
and to Mohammed Molqat, the Superintendent of Asir National 
Park. My appreciation goes to Mohammed Mosa, Chieftain of 
the tribe and a special thanks to all the local people who 
participated in this study. 

My deepest gratitude and thanks goes to my wife and 
my children for their support and patience during my studies 
in the United States. Finally, I am thankful to my parents. 



Dedication 

I dedicate this work to my wife, Baqhitah, 

my five children. Naif, Michelle, Mohammed, 

Enas, and Mesa and to the great soul of my 

father, Ali, and to my mother, Saliha. 



6 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

LIST OF FIGURES 8 

LIST OF TABLES 10 

ABSTRACT 12 

CHAPTER 

1. INTRODUCTION 14 

Statement of the Problem 17 

2. REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 20 

Relocation 20 
Involuntary Relocation 21 

A New Approach to the Problem of 
Relocation 35 
Voluntary Relocation 37 

Summary 45 

3. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES AND METHODS 48 

Research Objectives 48 
Methodology 49 

4. DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREAS 52 

Al-Habalah Village (The Former Village) ... 52 
Historical Overview 52 
Natural Landscape 57 

Topography 57 
Climate 60 
Soils 66 
Vegetation 67 

King Faisal Model Village (The New 
Village) 69 
Historical Overview 69 
Natural Landscape 69 

Topography 69 
Climate 70 
Soils 77 
Vegetation 78 



7 

TABLE OF CONTENTS—(Continued) 

Page 
CHAPTER 

5. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 80 

The Process of Relocation 80 
Reason for Relocation 80 
Compensation for Relocation 87 
Hardships of Relocation 97 

Status of Activities Before and After 
Relocation 101 
Degree of Adaptation to the New 

Location 119 
Current Relationship to Former Village . . . 122 
Ownership 122 

Reason for Returning to Former 
Village 123 

Utilization of Resources 124 
Access Status 127 

6. CONCLUSIONS 129 

Summary 129 
Recommendations 139 
Limitations of the Study 144 

APPENDIX A: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR OFFICIALS OF 
MINISTRY OF SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND 
WELFARE ASSOCIATION 146 

APPENDIX B: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE LOCAL 
PEOPLE 149 

APPENDIX C: INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE NATIONAL 
COMPANY FOR TOURISM 152 

REFERENCES 153 



8 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Page 
Figure 

1. Location map of Asir region 53 

2. Location map of the study areas 54 

3. Elevation map of the study areas 58 

4. Contour Map of the study area 59 

5. The mean monthly rainfall in mm during at Abha 
station during the period of 1978 to 1995 ... 62 

6. The mean monthly temperature in degree Celsius 
at Abha station during the period of 1978 
to 1995 65 

7. The mean monthly rainfall in mm at Khamis 
Mushayt station during the period of 1978 
to 1995 72 

8. The mean monthly rainfall in mm at Abha and 
Khamis Mushayt stations during the period 
of 1978 to 1995 74 

9. The mean monthly temperature in degree Celsius 
Khamis Mushayt station during the period 
of 1978 to 1995 76 

10. The offered locations 88 

11. The layout of King Faisal Model Village 90 

12. A house at the new location 91 

13. A house at Al-Habalah Village 91 

14. The transportation system at the new location . . 95 

15. Status of activities before and after 
relocation 102 

16. A farm at Al-Habalah Village 106 

17. A farm at at the new location 106 



9 

LIST OF FIGURES—(Continued) 

Page 

FIGURE 

18. Quantity of water and firewood at the new 
location 110 

19. Quality of grazing lands and soils at the new 
location 112 



10 

LIST OF TABLES 

Page 
TABLE 

1. Total monthly rainfall in mm at Abha weather 
station during the period of 1978 to 1995 . . . 61 

2. Total monthly temperature in degree celsius at 
Abha weather station during the period 
of 1978 to 1995 64 

3. Total monthly rainfall in mm at Khamis Mushayt 
weather station during the period of 1978 
to 1995 71 

4. Total monthly temperature in degree celsius at 
Khamis Mushayt weather station during the 
period of 1978 to 1995 75 

5. Respondent's reaction to relocation 81 

6. Number and kind of accidents at Al-Habalah 
Village 85 

7. Respondents who experienced hardships caused 
by relocation 97 

8. Distribution of activities before and after 
relocation 101 

9. Quantity of water and firewood at the new 
location 109 

10. Quality of grazing lands and soils at the new 
location Ill 

11. Respondents who used firewood at the new 
location 117 

12. Respondents who liked the new location 119 

13. Respondents preferring to live at the two 
locations 121 

14. Ownership of property at Al-Habalah Village . . .123 



11 

LIST OF TABLES—(Continued) 

Page 

Figure 

15. Relocatees who still return to the former 
village 123 

16. Respondents who utilized resources of the 
former village 12 6 

17. Respondents who still had access to the former 
village 12 8 



ABSTRACT 
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Al-Habalah Village is located in the Asir region of 

southwestern Saudi Arabia. The villagers were relocated to 

King Faisal Model Village in late 1979. The main objectives 

of this study were to: 1) identify the reason for relocation; 

2) assess the outcome of relocation in terms of compensation, 

hardships, status of activities before and after relocation, 

and degree of adaptation to the new location; and 3) evaluate 

the population's current relationship to their former village 

in terms of ownership, utilization of resources, and access 

status. 

The major findings of this study indicate that the 

main reason for relocation was the village's inaccessible 

routes, isolation, and complete absence of public services. 

Hardships associated with the relocation included adaptation 

to the new environment, preparing farms, and acquiring homes 

and furniture. Comparison of activities before and after 

relocation indicates some positive effects of the change. A 

notable exception is grazing activities which have sharply 

decreased. The quantity and quality of resources at -the new 

location are variable. For example, the quantity of water is 

highly dependent on rainfall. Also, the quantity of firewood 

is limited, except for the distant mountain zone. In 

addition, while the quality of soils was good, the quality of 

grazing lands was poor as a direct result of the dominant 
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climate and land development. A notable exception is the 

mountain zone. Because of the relocatees ownership of their 

property, such as homes and farms at the former village, they 

are free to go to their former village and utilize the former 

village's resources. The study determined that the basic 

needs which were missing at the former village are found at 

the new location and the population is satisfied with the 

outcome of the relocation. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

Population movement in Saudi Arabia has been 

influenced by nomadism, a livelihood which has played a major 

role in motivating people to move from place to place, region 

to region, and sometimes across borders. Nomadic movement is 

common, especially in an arid desert such as Saudi Arabia 

where grazing lands are limited and poor, and grass and water 

are scarce. As a result, seasonal movement was crucial for 

maintaining healthy herds. To support their economic needs, 

nomads continued their movement paying no attention to 

internal borders. Johnson (1969) noted that the Ruwala, a 

nomadic tribe in Saudi Arabia, not only moved seasonally 

within the country, but the tribe also crossed international 

borders to reach their summer quarters south of Damascus. 

Their home is wherever they find good grazing land and 

available water. It is well known in Arabic culture that 

people need an equal share of water and pasture. 

Although the number of nomads in Saudi Arabia is 

decreasing, there is still a portion of the population 

practicing nomadism. Habibi (1986), for example, noted that 

the nomadic rate in Saudi Arabia was one third of the total 

population of about eight million people. At present, this 

rate has dropped to 4% (Held, 1989), decreasing rapidly as a 
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result of governmental policy, begun in 1912, to settle 

nomads throughout the country. These agricultural areas were 

provided with community services to attract the nomads to 

settle. 

Another motive for movement of the population in 

Saudi Arabia has been the economic opportunities provided by 

the discovery of oil. With the production of oil beginning in 

1938 (Held, 1989) , a demand for laborers — citizens as well 

as foreigners — was created. Job opportunities in oil fields 

not only enhanced the workers' economic status, it also 

contributed to their education providing a chance for a 

better life. As a result, large cities in the eastern region 

of the country have emerged to meet the high residential 

demand. Later, the demand for skilled laborers increased 

throughout the entire country. Citizens, particularly those 

with degrees, migrated to the oil fields seeking work. In 

turn, new large industrial cities were founded in the east 

and west regions of Saudi Arabia. 

Another movement in Saudi Arabia is the movement for 

education. It is limited to youths who have finished high 

school and have the desire to continue studying at the 

university. Seven universities have been founded for this 

purpose. 

While religious movement for the Hajj is an annual 

event, it is required once in a Muslim's life. About two 
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million Muslims, including several hundred thousand Saudis, 

travel to Mecca for the Hajj each year. 

The tourist movement is a new phenomena. The entire 

country, except Taif and Asir regions, experience a hot, dry 

summer climate causing great nvimbers of the population to 

move to summer resorts. Asir National Park, established in 

1981, has attracted thousands — not only Saudi citizens but 

travelers from the Gulf States as well. The security factor 

established by the government has also contributed highly to 

the prosperity and movement of the population. 

In former years, society in Saudi Arabia was a 

combination of many tribes, each with its own territory. 

These tribes raided one another's territory for revenge or 

looting. With the unification of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

by King Abdul Alaziz in 1932 (Held, 1989) , peace and security 

were established in the entire country. 

In the past, absence of security and instability 

influenced the built-up environments in the country. Eben 

Saleh (1994) reports that the design of many settlements was 

planned to provide maximum security. As a result, Asir, one 

of the regions in the Arabian Peninsula which suffered from 

tribal war, provided the security that was considered 

extremely important by inhabitants in the foundation and 

location of villages. These environments were characterized 

by rugged physical typography, especially the mountain zone 
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where some old villages were located in high or isolated 

places that provided security and defense because of the 

complete absence of roads. 

Beginning in 1977, one of the government's plans has 

been to establish a reliable transportation network linking 

together the populated areas of the country (Ministry of 

Communications, 1986) . In this regard, Asir region has 

received careful attention. The establishment of a cohesive 

road system in the region, especially in the mountain zone, 

is a difficult task because of the rugged physical 

topography. The rough terrain and sharp escarpment of Sarat 

Mountains stand as a barrier between urban areas in the 

highland and the urban areas in Tihamah. To establish a road 

system that links these areas, access routes, such as Sha'ar, 

Dala'a and Al-Jawah have been carved in the escarpments of 

Sarat Mountains. As a result, the urban areas in both Tihamah 

and the Highlands have been connected by a paved road system 

which has contributed greatly to the provision of public 

services and development of these populated areas. 

Statement of the Problem 

Unfortunately, the location of Al-Habalah Village, 

one such isolated location in Asir Region, did not enable it 

to benefit from the development projects occurring in the 

region. The village, located just outside both the Tihamah 

area and the Highlands, is nestled in the middle of the 
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escarpment of Sarat Mountains, which created conditions that 

led to the necessity for relocation. 

Al-Habalah Village is 48 km southwest of Abha, the 

capital of Asir region (southwestern Saudi Arabia). The 

village had been permanently populated for several centuries 

until late in 1979 when the population of the village was 

relocated. In contrast to many villages in Asir region that 

were built on flat or gentle terrain, Al-Habalah Village is 

surrounded in three directions by cliffs averaging 3 00 m 

high. This rugged environment makes access to the village 

difficult, if not impossible, for humans, animals, equipment, 

food, and public services. It also prevents extensive 

agricultural activities because of the high risk of erosion 

and limited agricultural lands. However, soils are fertile 

and water resources and grazing lands are abundant. 

Although Al-Habalah Village is rich in natural 

resources, its local population was relocated to King Faisal 

Model Village. The cause and outcome of the relocation, and 

the population's relationship to its former village remains 

unstudied. 

The availability of public services, large 

agricultural lands, and easy access to King Faisal Model 

Village was expected to provide for the well-being and 

personal satisfaction of the relocated people. Nonetheless, 

it is believed that the population maintains a positive 
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relationship to its former village, i.e., in terms of land 

ovmership, utilization of resources, and access. 
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CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

Relocation 

A review of the literature indicates that the number 

of relocated people in the world is increasing, especially in 

third world countries. Population movement takes two forms: 

voluntary and involuntary. According to Hanson and Smith 

(1982) , both kinds of relocation force relocatees to adapt to 

the new location. Cernea and Gugenheim (1993) report that 

both involuntary and voluntary relocations create problems. 

In most cases, involuntary relocation results in complete 

failure, while for the most part, the results of voluntary 

relocation have been successful. 

Westing (1992) believes that today the number of 

relocated people is far greater than ever before in history. 

Both natural and anthropogenic causes drive people to abandon 

their original lands and relocate elsewhere (Newland, 1981; 

Smyser, 1985-86; Beyer, 1989; Widgren, 1990; Appleyard, 1991; 

Cernea, 1991). These two reasons are further categorized by 

Parnwell (1993) into three main causes that are responsible 

for involuntary relocation (1) war, which has erupted in many 

third world countries and which is driven by political 

conflicts where the outcome has been that millions of people 

have been displaced; (2) natural disasters that occur in many 
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parts of the world, especially regions that are prone to 

disasters such as floods, droughts, earthquakes, and volcanic 

eruptions; (3) economic development, especially projects such 

as large reservoirs and mechanization of agriculture. 

Construction of such projects has induced the relocation of 

millions of people. 

Involuntary Relocation 

Involuntary relocation allows no choice: the 

population has to move or they will be moved (Scudder and 

Thayer, 1973). Cernea (1996) notes that poor relocation 

results in impoverishment of relocatees such as landlessness, 

joblessness, homelessness, marginalization, increased 

morbidity and morality, food insecurity, loss of access to 

common property, and social disintegration. 

Relocation may create landlessness. If it is achieved 

with inadequate planning and the absence of rehabilitation 

programs, the result of the resettlement is negative. Mburugu 

(1988) reported that a population in Kenya was affected by 

the foundation of the Kiambere Hydropower project. The study 

found that the relocatees' landholdings were decreased; their 

production of agriculture and number of animals shrunk and 

their income was reduced as a result of the relocation. 

Cernea (1996) reported that displacement may create 

joblessness because: "They lose access to land owned by 

others and leased or share-cropped; lose job opportunities, 



22 

primarily in urban areas; and lose the use of assets under 

common property regimes" (p. 11). 

Relocation increases the risk of homelessness. In 

Cameroon, for example, a resettlement project caused more 

than 2,000 people to become homeless when they found they 

were unable to build their own permanent homes. In China 

about 2 0% of the people relocated because of a reservoir 

became homeless (Cernea, 1996) . 

Marginalization also occurs as a result of 

relocation. Thangaraj (1996) reported that in India, a 

population was marginalized because of a hydro-electric 

project that forced relocation. Before the relocation took 

place, there were 93 marginal farmers. After the relocation, 

their situation grew worse as 37 of the 93 became landless. 

Poor environment affects the health of the relocated 

population. A population in India, relocated to an area 

called Littipalli Rehabilitation Colony, faced health 

problems, such as malaria, diarrhea, and skin diseases 

(Thangarah, 1996). 

Involuntary displacement increases the risk of food 

insecurity. This risk comes when the population "fall[s] into 

chronic undernourishment and food insecurity, defined as 

calorie-protein intake levels [that] fall below the minimum 

necessary for normal growth and work" (Cernea, 1996). Cernea 

reported that this type of impoverishment occurred in China 



when production in the new location decreased after 

relocation. 

Involuntary relocation increases the risk of loss of 

access to common property, such as grazing lands or forests. 

Cernea (1996) reported that these losses drive the relocated 

population to supply their needs for grazing land, firewood 

and edible forest products from the nearby reserve forests in 

the new location which degrades the reserve. 

Relocation deprives the population of social 

relationships and causes social disarticulation. Thangaraj 

(1996) noted that, 

Social and kinship relations enable a group 
of people to remain a community, because 
they provide the bond that helps its members 
overcome periods of time beset with economic 
and social problems. Such relations also 
provide mutual help arrangements, labor 
exchange relationships, production-oriented 
information organizations, etc. (p. 230) 

Relocation of the population by development projects 

and natural disasters force millions of people to leave their 

homes every year. This causes disruptions to the population 

and dismantles their economic base. Cernea (1996) reported 

that at least 80-90 million people have already been 

relocated over the past decade in the third world nations as 

a result of development projects, such as dam construction, 

urban and transportation development. He estimated that about 

four million people in the third world, primarily in Asia, 

will be displaced by the erection of 3 00 dams sponsored by 
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the World Bank. Research indicates that 10,000,000 people 

throughout the world are relocated every year by unavoidable 

development projects (World Bank, 1994) . The impact of such 

resettlement on populations is severe, producing negative 

consequences. Cernea (1996) attributed such adverse results 

to two major factors: "1. The absence of a strategy for 

redressing the problems resettlement creates and 2. by 

inadequate planning and execution" (p. 1518) . 

Poor soils lead to unsuccessful relocation. Ngaide 

(1986) reported that in the establishment of the Kulekhani 

Hydroelectric Dam in Nepal, the population was relocated to 

a less productive land with the result that this population 

was affected economically. 

The goal of relocation should be to improve the 

settlers' economic condition in ways familiar to them. The 

introduction to the population of a new form of crop 

jeopardizes their economy and can cause relocation to fail. 

Scudder (1973) discusses a population that had been relocated 

to Khashm el Girba in Sudan, an area that was insufficient 

for farming. Although the relocation was aimed at 

agricultural intensification, less than 1% of the population 

used that method. Instead, the farmers continued to practice 

traditional agriculture and the land suffered from 

degradation. 
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In national parks, displacement of local people 

occurs when conflict over resource use intensifies between 

the local population and park authorities. In most cases, 

this conflict has been ended simply by relocating the local 

population to nearby areas. When conservation is highly 

stressed, leaving no room for people's needs, national park 

managers ignore the local people. Zube and Busch (1990) noted 

that the indiscriminate removal of local people from national 

parks has caused great hardships making them victims of a 

park's designation. For scientists and environmentalists, 

such as West and Brechin (1991), relocation of indigenous 

people is viewed as a dilemma, especially in developing 

countries. 

Complete restriction of land use may lead to tragic 

consequences that creates a negative perception of the 

protected area among the local people. In India, for example, 

the Ranthambhore National Park was embroiled in profound 

conflict with the local people. In an incident in 1980, 15 

guards and many villagers were injured in clashes (Berkmuller 

& Mishra, 1990) . The local people rose up in arms when 

restrictions were implemented against them, because the park 

provided the only source for their traditional livelihood. 

Orland and Bellafiore (1990) also reported that the 

preservation and opening of Sarnath, a scared Buddhist site 
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in India, resulted in severe conflict between the park and 

local people. 

Conflict and confrontation between conservationists 

and local people have been common in the Amazon, in Papua, 

New Guinea, in Mauritania and in grasslands and swamp areas 

in Latin America. These problems occur as local people reject 

association and collaboration with strangers. In addition, 

they erupt in societies that live a primitive way of life 

(Eibleibesfeld, 1972). Usually, when the conflict leads to 

confrontation and the relationships are at their worse, the 

reserve managers use laws and strict regulations to remove 

the local people by displacement. A tragic example was found 

in Kenya when Tsavo National Park was established where the 

Lianguly tribe of specialized elephant hunters were prevented 

from hunting and their way of life was shattered (Holman, 

1976). 

Fletcher (1990) reported that conservation efforts in 

areas that have local economic activity are difficult to 

sustain, especially in areas inhabited by poor people with 

limited alternatives. The result again is that conflicts 

erupt between local people and park authorities. In the 

Arabian Peninsula, for example, complete restriction on 

grazing lands has led to flagrant violations by the local 

people. For example, Ghabbour (1975) reported that fenced-in 

protected areas have suffered severe violation and invasion 
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by nomadic people who bring their animals, cut the fences and 

graze the lands. 

In describing the hardships of local people when they 

are relocated from their own lands. McShan (1990) wrote: 

Conservation plans must begin to balance 
resource policy with local human needs in 
both the short and the long term. To gain 
some degree of acceptance, conservationists 
will have to restore more of the traditional 
interactions between people and wildlife, 
including systems of direct benefit, (p. 
146) 

If human activities within the park are inevitable, 

at the very least, they should be controlled and reduced, not 

eliminated (Zube & Busch, 1990) . Displacement of local people 

from national parks must be carefully planned to reduce the 

severe impacts caused by relocation. Whether the displacement 

is for humanitarian reasons or because the local people are 

incompatible with the reserve, both situation need careful 

study. 

Most relocations of local people have caused severe 

hardships on the displaced people producing painful and sad 

stories which show that relocation has a negative impact on 

the displaced population. West and Brechin (1991) reported 

that "...displacement and relocation can cause severe 

negative social, economic and cultural impacts..." (p. 365). 

As stated previously in many parts of the world, 

there are cases where resettling the population has resulted 

in tragic consequences. Cahoun (1972) reported that when the 
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Uganda government decided to reserve the Kidepo Valley as a 

national park, the IK's traditional hunting and gathering 

practices were prohibited, causing them to relocate to a dry 

area against their will and to become sedentary farmers. They 

found themselves crowded together in an area that did not 

support their traditional activities. Permanent year round 

drought caused starvation. This tragic unsuccessful 

relocation deprived the IK community of its livelihood and 

culture. 

The relocation of the Maldharis people of Gir 

National Park in India is another tragic story. When Gir 

National Park was established as a wildlife refuge, the park 

authorities claimed that the herds of the Maldharis degraded 

the park's resources. The Maldharis poisoned the lions 

because the lion species ignored its natural prey and 

attacked the Maldharis' cattle. For these reasons, the 

Maldharis were relocated to another area that was 

insufficient for their grazing needs. These lands were 

located between the park and extensive agricultural lands. 

These factors brought on severe impacts, crushing the 

Maldharis culture. Because of political corruption, displaced 

persons who had good political connections with officials 

received good lands while others were given poor lands. The 

ultimate outcome is that the Maldharis lost their cattle and 

their way of life (Raval, 1991). 
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The Ojibway tribe in Canada was relocated from their 

lands and thus was prevented from utilizing its resources. It 

was left dependent on disintegrated welfare and modern houses 

that did not fit the tribe's cultural patterns. This type of 

compensation was actually negative, depriving the tribe of 

its cultural, social, and economic elements. The result was 

high rates of child abuse, neglect, suicide and homicide 

(Shkulnyk, 1985) . 

Deihl (1985) reported that the multiple relocation of 

the Maasia people from many areas and reserves impacted the 

Maasia nomadic lifestyle, its culture and future potential. 

Maghimbi (1990) reported that most of their lands have been 

lost to national parks. More recently, even more lands have 

been taken for the establishment of Arusha National Park. In 

addition, severe drought has forced the Maasia to live in a 

small area. The Maasia are pastoralists and grazing was their 

only activity. Living by a river infected with rinderpest 

caused their animals to become diseased and resulted in the 

tribe no longer being able to practice transhumance because 

their best lands had been lost. 

Relocation of local people from their homeland may 

affect their health. Hough (1991) noted that the 

establishment of Myika National Park in Malawi resulted in 

the relocation of the Phoka people from high altitude lands 
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to lower altitude lands that were dominated by malaria, 

resulting in a high death rate for this tribe. 

Relocation of groups that practice an old fashioned 

lifestyle may affect their survival. Kelso (1993) reported 

that the nomadic, desert-dwelling bushmen in Botswana have 

been driven out of their land by the establishment of natural 

reserves; white men who established commercial ranching; and, 

recently by the wealthy Botswana who wanted the land for 

mineral extraction and cattle ranches. The result was that 

thousands of tribal bushmen have been resettled in camps. 

This tribe has lived in Botswana for more than 25,000 years. 

Of the plight of the Botswana tribe, Kelso (1993) stated that 

"Botswana's bushmen are subjected to widespread torture, 

pervasive discrimination, and forced relocation off their 

traditional lands..." (p. 52) . The tribe has been tortured by 

the police and by the authorities of the wildlife department 

and national parks because the bushmen have been accused of 

hunting violations (Kelso, 1993). The government of Botswana 

has been pushing hard to remove the bushmen who still live in 

the Central Kalahari Game Reserve and to resettle them in 

established camps. The resettlement, however, breaks down the 

tribal society. In addition, the new location lacks hunting 

and gathering opportunities. It also suffers from rainfall 

shortages and thus drought that has caused farming failures. 

Further, the new location caused the tribe to become 
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dependent on handouts and the relocation has indeed been 

tragic. With the death rate increasing greatly because of the 

spread of malnutrition and the complete ban on hunting, the 

tribe left the new settlement and herded its cattle 60 miles 

south of the settlement because of the terrible conditions in 

the settlement. 

When relationships between the lands and local people 

is disrupted, the result may be a decline in the reserve's 

biological diversity. For example, Beede (1991) noted that 

when severe restrictions had been imposed on the local people 

of le Pare National des Cevennes in France, the local people 

left the park, resulting in the decline of the park's 

biological diversity, i.e., predator animals increased, 

impacting small game animals. In this case, the dialogue 

between the park's resources and the local people had been 

cut off. Thus, the traditional human practices that 

maintained the unique quality of the reserved areas were no 

longer available. 

An important factor in support of relocation is 

evidence of impairment to the park. Normally, relocation 

should be recommended only as a last resort. If relocation is 

to be undertaken, it must be done based on detailed studies 

that show that local people have caused severe impairment to 

the park's resources. Another factor to be considered is that 

the social impact should be mitigated by providing displaced 
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people with better conditions and resources. This could help 

soften the impact of relocation. The most important factor 

which will minimize the impact of relocation is the quality 

of the land. Resettling people in an area with fertile soil 

and available water is most likely to result in a successful 

relocation if it satisfies the displaced people (West et al., 

1991) . 

While national projects are often the major cause of 

relocation, natural disasters are another reason for 

relocation. In Bangladesh, Zaman (1991) noted that most 

relocation cases of people hit by floods are not successful 

because the resettling projects have been constructed close 

to the old location. The result is continued erosion by the 

river and problems reappearing because people do not want to 

be located way from their relatives. Relocation has failed 

because governmental policy has been aimed at relocating non-

tribal people to tribal areas, a policy known as 

"tribalization." Furthermore, without study, the government 

relocated people and, in some instances, with promises of 

loans and money that never materialized. 

If careful attention is not paid to certain elements 

that involve relocation, the result is failure. In Ethiopia, 

for example, the relocation of farmers was very painful. 

Pankhurst (1990) reported that people who had been affected 

by the 1984 famine were relocated. The project showed signs 
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of failure from the beginning. People have left the new 

settlement because they had been given only -.1 hectare for 

a garden plot and the rest of the land was communal land. 

They found themselves living among a population that came 

from other districts, regions, religions, and language 

groups. These factors drove those who were resettled to leave 

the settlement. 

In another instance in Ethiopia, Pankhurst (1990) and 

Dejene (1990) reported that thousands of people have been 

relocated by force. The reasons were to balance the 

population distribution over the country, increase 

productivity, provide landless people, such as nomads, with 

lands and reduce degradation rates caused by extensive use. 

The authors described the enormous relocation as 

unsuccessful. The reason was poor planning, poor 

productivity, high cost, and the relocation of urban 

unemployed and nomads against their will. Many families have 

been separated and sent to other locations. The new locations 

have poor soil and water deficits. The lack of adequate 

planning has led to clashes and fighting between the local 

people and the displaced people over available natural 

resources. To stop the flow of people leaving the new 

location, the government issued arrest warrants and 

prohibited traveling. Dejene (1990) described the plight of 

the Ethiopian people and stated that "reasons for their 
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return included serious health problems, the death of a 

family member, poor working conditions and harvests on huge 

farms, poor health, a desire to reunite with family members, 

hostility among natives and homesickness" (p. 176). 

In Mexico, peasant communities were relocated next to 

a dam built to control desert storms in an area that 

otherwise is an arid, riverless plateau. In addition to there 

being no water for irrigation, drinking water had to be piped 

to the communities from 23 km away (Guggenheim, 1993) . 

Relocation may create hostilities between the 

relocated and the host population. Murdock (199 3) reported 

that when the local people of Wadi Haifa were relocated as 

the result of Aswan Dam construction in Egypt, hostility 

emerged between the Arabs (the host population) and the 

Nubians (the relocated people). Hostility occurred because 

the host population saw that the relocated people received 

special attention and differential treatment by the 

government. Another reason was ethnic tension between the two 

groups. Despite the fact that the relocation was based on a 

careful study and the needs of the relocated people were met, 

the relocated people felt unhappy and like strangers in their 

new location. 

Local people have been displaced by the establishment 

of modernization projects. In India, large numbers of tribes 

have been relocated because of the building of dams, nuclear 
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power plants and agricultural projects on the local people's 

homelands. The result has been social and environmental 

destruction for 40% of the tribal people of East India 

(Fernandes, 1991). 

Goodland (1991) reported that the lands of local 

people have significant symbolic and emotional meaning for 

the displaced people and that the lands contain the displaced 

people's dead ancestors' remains. 

Important factors to be considered in relocation are 

that the local people should be given fertile land, access to 

traditional land uses and maintenance of grazing routes. 

These elements are vital to the economic, social and 

psychological well being of the displaced people. They should 

be helped to improve their economic status through fair 

compensation, services, and most importantly, access to 

protected resources. The relationship between the displaced 

people and their traditional resource base should be 

permitted to continue (West, et al. 1991). 

A New Approach to the Problem of Relocation 

Currently, the literature indicates a new attitude 

among national park managers, planners and scientists who 

recommend the rights of the local people be considered 

whenever protected areas are to be established. At the same 

time, they not only demand the right of local people, but 

they stress the pressing need of integrating people's needs 
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with conservation objectives. An example of this tendency is 

noted by Jungius (1976) who commented, "conservation must 

find a way to help indigenous people living at present in 

areas set aside for national parks or reserves to survive in 

harmony with nature without losing their traditional 

lifestyle, their cultural and their integrity as a people" 

(p. 7). 

Another example is noted by Zube and Busch 
(1990), what is equally clear, however, is 
the realization by park authorities and 
others that local populations can no longer 
be ignored by the establishment, planning 
and management of national parks and other 
protected landscapes, whether in lesser 
developed or developed countries (p. 128). 

Garratt (1984) noted that in protected areas, 

managers should determine the impact of protected areas on 

local people. They should provide solutions to reduce, 

soften, and compensate for this impact. Ignoring the rights 

of local people will have a negative impact on the park. 

Dasmann (1984) noted that if local people are not allowed to 

utilize the preserve's resources in a proper way, the goal of 

the preserved area is sacrificed. 

In fact, there are efforts underway in many countries 

of the world to foster positive relationships between the 

preserves and the local people. Most of these efforts and 

techniques are more or less similar. The most comprehensive 

techniques that seem reliable are the four presented by Zube 
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and Busch (1990) based on an international survey. These four 

categories can be summarized as noted by Fletcher (1990): 

(1) Local participation in park management and 

operations. 

(2) Services delivered by park personnel to local 

populations outside the park, providing identifiable benefits 

to adjacent people. 

(3) Permitting continuous maintenance of traditional 

land uses within the park. 

(4) Local people's involvement in park-related 

tourism. 

Voluntary Relocation 

Any type of relocation that gives choice to the 

population is considered voluntary. Cernea (1996) in his 

report explained the difference between voluntary and 

involuntary relocation as ... resettlement becomes involuntary 

when the choice to remain in place is not granted (p. 1516). 

Voluntary relocation gives the a population the chance to 

negotiate and participate in decision making regarding their 

relocation. In this case, they show some willingness to 

relocate. This willingness comes under the influence of push 

factors such as isolation and absence of public services, and 

the pull factors, such as economic reasons or the 

government's offer of a better life with public services 

(Jacob, 1994; Sarath and Carspecken, 1990). Jacob (1994) 
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noted, "These settlers are usually called voluntary migrants 

or economic migrants because they have a degree of choice 

about migrating" (p. 209) . 

Voluntary relocation and its forms are explained by 

Parnwell (1993) as 

Forms of migration where the mover describes 
that his or her interests, be they economic, 
educational, social or whatever, would be 
better served by moving away from the home 
community to another place. Voluntary 
migration is by far the most prevalent type 
of population movement in the third world 
today, taking a wide variety of forms and 
occurring in response to a very wide range 
of circumstances, (p. 49) 

This seems to indicate that in voluntary cases the relocated 

person has a choice between remaining in place or deciding to 

be relocated. Despite the availability of choice, the 

relocated person is dealing with two main factors: the stress 

of push factors and the attractions of the pull factors in 

the new location (Sarath and Carspecken, 1990). 

Voluntary relocation may occur as a result of a 

difficult or inaccessible location that isolates the 

population. In Tanzania, for example, a program called 

"villagization" was established. The aim of this program was 

to redistribute about 400 poor farming families living in 

isolated Ruvuma region to new settlements. 

Decisions to relocate voluntarily may be the result 

of the absence of public services in the old location. 

Resettlements that provide the population with public 
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services seem to attract relocatees and produce successful 

resettlements. The same group of farming families in Tanzania 

voluntarily relocated to new settlements that was provided 

with clinics, schools, electricity and a water supply. The 

community services improved the relocatees' quality of life. 

This has been described as the most successful feature of 

villagization in Tanzania, especially when the services were 

utilized by the relocatees who did not have them in their 

former isolated location (McCall, 1985; Jacob, 1994). 

In another instance, many settlements called New 

Nubia were established in Egypt. Each settlement was provided 

with all public services, such as electricity, drinking 

water, schools, health centers, mosques, and youth clubs. At 

one of these settlements, Kossou, the relocatees did not have 

enough arable land, but the availability of community 

services, especially schools, enticed the population to 

continue living in the new settlement. The elderly and 

children stayed in the settlement, while the adults went 

north to work on the coffee and cocoa plantations (Lassailly, 

1980). 

The quality of the new location may encourage 

voluntary relocation. In Egypt, many towns were established 

to alleviate the pressure of the overpopulated capital of 

Cairo. The town of the 10th of Ramadan attracted many 

settlers. Despite the fact that the rent of all these new 
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towns is subsidized, the 10th of Ramadan is the most 

successful due to the quality of its fresh air and good 

physical environment. In addition, the 10th of Ramadan has 

factories that attract employees to settle (SWECO, 1983; 

Meyer, 1990) . 

A good location and participation of the people in 

the selection of the site encourages the population to 

relocate voluntarily. The construction of the Aswan Dam in 

Egypt required the relocation of the Nubians who once lived 

in the area that extended from Aswan in Egypt to Merowe in 

Sudan. The relocation was softened by the role of the 

government. The new location was selected based on the 

voluntary choice of the relocatees. In addition, the 

relocatees asked the government for a unified location plan 

that would combine the entire group (Shami, 1993). The 

authorities gave the population the freedom to participate. 

Hamid (n.d.) noted ..Nubians had undergone positive 'social 

changes' without losing their structural characteristics" (p. 

341) . 

Negotiation with the relocatees may lead to voluntary 

relocation. In addition, cooperation of people is another 

important factor that results in successful relocation. Rohe 

and Nouw (1991) reported on the successful relocation of the 

Crest Street community in North Carolina. The construction of 

an express highway required the local community to be 
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relocated. The relocation was supported by the local business 

community but opposed by the general population and Duke 

University, who demanded an environmental impact statement be 

submitted. For that reason, the Crest Street Council was 

formed. The council found that 65% of the community was 

composed of elderly people who had relatives and strong 

relationships within the immediate area. After negotiations, 

an agreement was reached by all parties; the entire community 

agreed to move to an adjacent area to maintain their strong 

social relations. Therefore, the impact was lessened and the 

relocation was considered a success. 

Excellent compensation and mutual trust motivates 

people to relocate voluntary. Ntshalintshali and McGurk 

(1991) reported that the outcome of the relocation of local 

people of Malolotja National Park in Swaziland was successful 

because it was based on careful investigation of the people's 

needs. The establishment of the park necessitated the 

relocation of the local people. Their land in the park 

consisted of poor rocky soil and was located at high 

elevations. In the beginning, the people resisted the move. 

The King, who was interested in establishing the park, 

gathered the population together and asked them if their 

farmland was good. They answered that "basically it was not; 

it was too rocky and cold" (p. 64). Because the king wanted 

them to cooperate, he offered them the incentive of a better 
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location with good soil and more arable land. In addition, 

the new location had community services, such as roads and 

water. Further, the new location provided the relocatees with 

health centers and economic improvements. The people 

voluntary accepted relocation. Success was due to (1) the 

displaced people were helped to find fertile lands; (2) the 

displacement was softened by authorities negotiating the 

displacement with the local population; (3) the people were 

moved to an area with better land than their former lands; 

and (4) the people themselves understood the reasons for 

their relocation. 

Another incentive for voluntary relocation comes as 

a result of a better location that improves the relocatees' 

economic status. In Royal Chitwan Park in Nepal, a conflict 

arose between the park authorities and the local population 

because of the loss of crops and livestock to park animals. 

Negotiations between the local population and the park 

authorities resulted in voluntary relocation of 7000 people 

from ten villages that were most affected by the park's 

animals. The new location was satisfactory because it had 

more fertile soil and was secure for their livestock (Mishra, 

1982). 

Rich resources in a new settlement play a major role 

as an incentive for relocation. The Mutanda Resettlement 

scheme was established by the Zimbabwe government. The 
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project's aim was to achieve a more equal distribution of 

agricultural lands. In this resettlement scheme, subsistence 

farmers voluntarily moved to war-abandoned farms. Later, 

between 1981 and 1983 the government settled 663 families 

into 29 villages (Agritex, 1981) . Each family was given 5 ha 

of agricultural land and they had access to the cominons for 

grazing and firewood collection. The relocation was based on 

careful planning that resulted in successful resettling. The 

new location had sufficient trees for housing construction, 

fruits and firewood, sufficient rainfall, a moderate climate, 

good grazing lands, and suitable soil (Grundy, Balebereho, 

Cunliffe, Campbell, Tafangenyasha, Ferguson & Parry, 1993) . 

In another instance, the authorities of Santa Rosa 

National Park in Costa Rica, in cooperation with ten 

governmental agencies and the United Nation's Relocation 

Taskforce, successfully convinced 28 families to relocate 

voluntarily from the park. The agricultural activities of 

these families had impaired the park. The relocated 

population was given equal or better lands and they relocated 

voluntarily (Sutton and Myron, 1972; Meganck & Goebel, 1979). 

If the relocation of local people gains support from 

the local government, the relocation may succeed and produce 

positive results. In Ecuador, for example. Long (1992) 

reported that a group of local people were voluntarily 

settled in the upper Amazon in Sumaco, an underdeveloped 
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tropical forest. The new settlement was approved and assisted 

by the Ecuadorian government (FAO) and local churches. The 

displaced people built the entire settlement as free 

laborers. While local people and their supporters were 

constructing the new location, the U.S. Agency for 

International Development (USAID) recommended the area for a 

land-use plan. In addition, one of USAID's goals was to 

designate the area as a protected area for conserving 

biodiversity and tropical forests. After long negotiations 

between the Ecuadorian government and USAID, an agreement was 

reached to withhold legal land titles from the relocated 

people. This action was taken to reduce land claims and to 

discourage agricultural activities. By doing so, USAID hoped 

that the relocated people would lose heart and abandon the 

new location. Despite these negative actions on the part of 

the U.S. agency, the Ecuadorian government supported the 

relocation and it is considered successful. 

Maintaining or improving the economic status of 

relocatees is important in their decision to relocate. The 

Zambian government, in collaboration with the FAO, decided to 

exploit the potential of the drawdown of Lake Kriba. At the 

same time the government was attempting to improve the 

economic status of its poor people. The government developed 

a simple basin irrigation scheme designed for this purpose. 

The farmlands were supplied with potable water that was 
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pumped to the site and the farmers' reaction to the scheme 

was favorable (Siakantu, Qasim, & Mjblackie, 1984). 

Summary 

This review of literature indicates that the number 

of people who have been relocated from their original land is 

very high, especially in developing countries. The number is 

expected to grow even greater in the future. This expectation 

is based on many studies conducted by the World Bank. The 

reasons for displacement of the population are usually 

initiated by three major motives. The first is political 

instability, especially in third world countries. War has 

forced millions of people to leave their lands as refugees. 

Second is natural disasters, such as earthquakes, floods, 

hurricanes, drought, etc. These natural disasters drive 

millions of people to seek food and shelter in or out of 

their country every year. The third cause of displacement is 

development projects such as dams, roads, and agricultural 

schemes. These types of problems impose a forced 

displacement, usually involuntary, giving no choice to the 

relocatees. They uproot the population and cause severe 

impacts on the relocated people. The population must move or 

it will be moved. In contrast to involuntary relocation, 

voluntary relocation gives the relocated population the 

chance to negotiate and participate in decision making 

regarding their relocation. Offers of a better life, economic 
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opportunities, or availability of public services entice the 

people to accept relocation. Another reason which may-

initiate the voluntary move is physical isolation. As 

indicated by the literature review, where relocated people 

have participated in the decision regarding their relocation, 

the movements have produced satisfactory results and are 

considered successful. 

Displacement may have negative effects on the 

relocated people. Relocation, if not based on careful 

planning and studies, leads to the impoverishment of the 

relocatees, and can include such consequences as 

landlessness, joblessness, homelessness, marginalization, 

increased morbidity and mortality, food insecurity, loss of 

access to common property, and social disintegration. Unless 

a necessity, relocation should be avoided because of its 

negative impact on the population. It is seen as the last 

resort. It has to be softened by fair compensation in terms 

of equal or better lands that improve the economic status of 

the relocated population. The government should establish a 

rehabilitation program that helps relocatees cope with the 

impact of relocation, especially during the first stage. The 

results of most relocations, especially in developing 

countries, have been negative. Such relocations deprive the 

population of its economy, and, as a result, impoverish the 

people. 
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In conclusion some factors that contribute to 

successful relocation as identified in the literature are 

summarized. Negotiations between officials and the people 

subject to relocation; participation of the people in the 

decision about relocation; prestudy and planning; fair 

compensation; fertile soils; water availability; good grazing 

lands; availability of public services, such as a health 

center, mosque or church, public schools, electricity, and 

transportation system; job opportunities appropriate to the 

relocated people; a healthy environment free of contagious 

diseases; access to common properties, such as grazing land 

and forests; sustaining social cohesiveness; familiar land 

and familar host population; cultural similarities with the 

host population; and equal or better location in terms of 

social and physical accessibility. 
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CHAPTER 3 

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES AND METHODS 

Research Objectives 

The major objective of this study was to determine 

the cause and examine the outcome of relocation of the local 

people of Al-Habalah Village to King Faisal Model Village. 

The objectives for this study were: 

1. Identification of the reason for relocation 

2. Assessment of the outcome of relocation in terms of: 

Compensation for relocation; 

Hardships of relocation; 

Status of activities before and after relocation: 

Employment 

Agriculture 

Grazing 

Firewood 

Degree of adaptation to the new location 

3. Evaluation of the population's current relationship to 

their former village in terms of: 

Ownership 

Utilization of resources 

Access status 
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Methodolocfv 

This study utilized primary and secondary data 

sources. The secondary data have been derived from the 

library through books and articles, and references such as 

documents, articles, brochures and maps related to the 

relocation from governmental agencies in Saudi Arabia. 

Primary data for this study were derived from field 

surveys conducted over a three month period during the summer 

of 1996 and included: (1) focused interviews (Leedy, 1993) 

with the relocated people of Al-Habalah Village, governmental 

officials of Social Affairs, and persons from the Welfare 

Association who were in charge of the relocation, and the 

National Company for Tourism; (2) field observations and 

review of available data on natural resources and description 

of the study areas of the former village and the new 

location. This included descriptions of both sites in terms 

of their historical backgrounds, topography, climatic 

features, soils and vegetation. (3) informal discussions with 

government authorities to obtain supplementary information. 

This included authorities in the: (a) fire department 

stations in Abha and Khamis Mushayt; (b) the city of Ahad 

Rufaidah; (c) the governor of the county of the new location; 

(d) Asir principality; (e) the Ministry of Agriculture and 

Water, Asir branch; (f) the weather stations in Abha and 

Khamis Mushayt; and (g) Asir National Park. 
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A questionnaire (see Appendix A) for governmental 

officials focused on the relocation decision, choice of the 

new location, perceptions of the local people, compensation, 

and the outcome of the relocation. Another questionnaire (see 

Appendix B) was designed for the local people to explore the 

reason for the relocation, hardships caused by the 

relocation, sufficiency of resources in their new location, 

and advantages and disadvantages to the new location. 

Questions were also designed to gather information about the 

features of their former village, their relationship to their 

former village in terms of ownership, utilization of 

resources and access status, their relationship with their 

tribe and their viewpoint about the new location. A 

questionnaire (see Appendix C) was designed for the National 

Company for Tourism in which the first questions explored the 

reasons why Al-Habalah Village was chosen as a tourist site. 

The second set of questions focused on the influence of the 

National Company for Tourism on the relocatees' ownership, 

utilization of resources, and access status in the old 

village, and description of its natural landscape. 

The writer translated the questions into Arabic. 

Interviews with both government officials and the local 

people were conducted in Arabic. The writer was also issued 

a letter from King Saud University, introducing him to the 

population and the government officials. Interview 
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appointments with governmental officials were made in advance 

and conducted separately. Each interview was transcribed. 

The people relocated from Al-Habalah Village are a 

homogeneous group of sixty families. Before initiating the 

interview, the author introduced himself to the local people 

through several visits to help him become familiar with the 

people and vice-versa. The author met with the leader of the 

relocated population and asked the leader to introduce him to 

the people and to arrange interviews, which he did. While the 

target sample consisted of 60 relocated families, 43 

household heads were interviewed because 17 were unavailable. 

The author used a note sheet with key words for each 

question in case there was resistance to taping the 

interview, but the interviewees were very cooperative and 

friendly and did not refuse the taping. Each taped interview 

was then transcribed. The author scheduled interviews to meet 

the time designated by the head of the household. Interviews 

were conducted only with men because of the villager's 

religious requirements. The author also organized visits to 

the former village with several groups and individuals of the 

relocated people. This helped the author locate resources in 

the village and the sites of activities that the population 

formerly used. 
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CHAPTER 4 

DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY AREAS 

Al-Habalah Village CThe Former Village) 

Historical Overview 

Al-Habalah Village is located in southwest Saudi 

Arabia (Fig. 1) . It is about 48 km south of Abha, the capital 

of Asir region about 50 km from Khamis Mushayt, the second 

largest city in the region. According to the United States-

Saudi Arabian Joint Commission on Economic Development 

(1982), the Al-Habalah Village (Fig. 2) was permanently 

populated some 350 years ago. A small group from the Kahtani 

tribe descended to the Al-Habalah area along with their herds 

to escape the Turkish invasion in Asir region (King, 1976). 

According to the respondents, Al-Habalah Village has been 

inhabited by this tribe for about 13 generations which has 

been estimated at more than 650 years. The founder, the 

grandfather of the tribe, Molaik, was a farmer in Alwadiyian 

Village, 6 km east of the new location. He left his farm and 

descended with his herds to Tihamah, the area located below 

and south of Al-Habalah Village. While he was herding in 

Tihamah and on the west slopes of the Sarat Mountains, he 

discovered Al-Habalah site. The richness of Al-Habalah site 
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with its natural resources attracted him. He decided to 

settle there with his family and his herds. He began herding 

and practicing small farming activities that were fed by 

spring water. Later, his family grew until it formed a tribe 

that carried his name, Bani Molaik. As the size of the tribe 

increased, those who were not interested in farming 

activities left Al-Habalah and migrated with their herds 

further down to Tihamah and founded a permanent nomadic camp 

in an area called Dihb Tihamah. This portion of the tribe in 

the Dihb nomadic camp has continued herding to the present 

time. 

Absence of security played a crucial role in the 

establishment of Al-Habalah Village. It was another important 

factor that influenced the founder of the tribe to settle in 

this isolated location. Before and after the Turkish invasion 

of the region, tribes raided each other for revenge or 

looting. Since the location was inaccessible, it played a 

major defensive role. The village is surrounded by high 

cliffs on three sides. The fourth side is also rugged and 

inaccessible. No one can get to the village easily. They must 

take a stairway carved in the face of the cliff. At that 

time, the location of the village and the cliff exposed the 

enemy and enabled the village population to see the invaders 

before they attacked the village. Therefore, the village 

location was very favorable to the population. The 
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unification of the country by King Abdul Alaziz brought 

security and peace to the entire country. As a result, the 

village no longer needed such defenses. Since then, the 

location of the village has been seen as a hazard because the 

population has suffered from isolation from the danger of the 

cliffs when entering or exiting the village, resulting in the 

death of some of the inhabitants. 

In fact, the original name of the village was 

Dalimah, meaning "oppressive." According to the population, 

the village was named Dalimah during the time of insecurity 

and instability before the unification of Saudi Arabia. 

During that dark era, the village location oppressed the 

invader or the enemy seeking to attack or loot the village. 

When the enemy could not get to the village, he felt 

frustrated and left empty-handed. After the country was 

unified and security was established, the location of the 

village came to oppress its own population by imposing severe 

isolation and preventing the villagers from benefiting from 

the development going on around it. 

This village is now known as Al-Habalah. It is a 

well-known name and has become very popular not only in Saudi 

Arabia, but also in the Gulf States, especially after the 

village became a popular tourist site. The name Al-Habalah is 

derived from the Arabian word ^ Habal which has two 

meanings: the rope and the orchard. According to the 
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population, the original name of the village derived from the 

word A1 Habal which means orchard. Villagers justified this 

name because the village is rich in fruits which grow and 

thrive because of the availability of water. Others believe 

that the name of the village is derived from the same Arabic 

word, but with the meaning of 'rope,' because the villagers 

used a rope to send their foodstuff, and other necessities 

from the top of the cliff down to the village 300 meters 

below. This rope was the only means of transporting anything 

in or out of the village. Based on these aspects, the name 

Al-Habalah denotes both meanings. 

Natural Landscape 

Topoaraphv 

Al-Habalah Village is 2000 meters above sea level 

(Fig. 3 and 4) . The village is located in the middle of the 

escarpment of the west slope of Sarat Mountains between 

Tihamah and the highlands. The village is on rugged and rough 

terrain; it is enclosed on three directions (east, west, and 

north) by sheer vertical cliffs averaging 170-3 00 meters 

high, which isolate it from nearby villages in the region. 

Tihamah canyon, south of the village, features extreme 

inaccessible rugged terrain. Al-Habalah is located on a very 

steep and sharp slope that makes communication with the 

outside areas impossible. This is due to the high elevation 

of the cliffs which are a feature of the west side of the 
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Sarat Mountains. The structure of the village consists of 

basement rocks that are granite with a cover of sandstone or 

basaltic layers (Abdulfattah, 1981). The village is described 

by the United States-Saudi Arabian Joint Commission on 

Economic Development (1982) as: 

...a village nested along the base of a precipice 
some 3 00 meters high, which one must descend to 
approach the homes. This is accomplished through 
vertical climbs in narrow crevices, rock stairs 
built in the face of the cliffs, slides between and 
under rock walls and on horizontal ledges between 
crevices, (p. 6) 

Climate 

Rainfall. The climate of Al-Habalah Village falls 

under the climate of the mountain zone of Asir region because 

of its location in the middle of the western slopes of the 

escarpment. The climate of the mountain zone, as noted by 

Abulfatih (1987), features "rainy cold winters, rainy cool 

summers, and a mean annual rainfall of 458 mm" (p. 354) . The 

mountain zone is the richest area in Saudi Arabia in terms of 

rainfall (Abulfatih, 1981; Al-Khalili & Nader, 1984). 

Rainfall and temperature records for 18 years from 1978-1995 

were obtained from Abha weather station, the station that 

would reflect the climate features of Al-Habalah Village. 

Table 1 and Fig. 5 show that the area has three rainy peaks. 

The first occurs from January to March. The maximum rainy 

season peaks during the spring season from March to early 

May. The third period is the summer monsoon which 



Table 1. Mean monthly rainfall in (mm) at Abha weather station during the period of 
1978 to 1995 

Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug, Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

1978 01.0 18.1 04.8 05.4 50.3 00.0 89.7 13.6 04.9 00.0 00.7 00.4 
1979 71.1 30.7 17.4 04.4 51.1 32.8 21.6 34.9 00.2 19.2 00.0 05.6 
1980 00.0 57.1 25.6 25,0 58.7 00.7 10.1 13,7 01.3 05.1 06.2 TR 
1981 00.0 00.0 133.7 12.4 7206 01.3 24.3 12.8 00.0 00.0 04.7 00.0 
1982 29.5 152.2 28.2 94.6 09.7 19,7 32.0 21,7 00.3 16.3 04.8 11.3 
1983 02.2 362.0 100.7 94.5 29.8 06,4 02.8 33, 5 01.2 00.0 00.0 06.7 
1984 TR 00.0 06.8 TR 66.2 09.3 03.3 34.2 00.4 00.0 00.0 00.8 
1985 57.4 00.0 39.1 45.6 80.6 02.7 04.5 10,0 00.0 00.9 09,1 25.5 
1986 00.0 TR 107.3 101.6 00.0 10.0 03.7 04.9 10.6 01.0 00.0 12.7 
1987 32.8 01.3 50.3 7206 28.3 00.0 02.5 61.6 02.8 TR 01.0 00.3 
1988 TR 46.6 00.0 33.4 TR 06.1 54.9 10.8 01.7 00.0 00.0 00.0 
1989 02.7 08.7 81.6 73.3 16.4 03.0 02.5 08.0 00.0 00.0 00.0 29.6 
1990 08.3 134.7 32.2 227.5 28.7 04.7 16.1 09,3 01.8 00.0 00.0 00.0 
1991 04.8 07.1 17.5 53,8 27.8 TR 05.8 09,1 00,0 12.3 03.9 00.0 
1992 80.6 60.7 11.7 01,4 07.5 00.1 11.8 113,9 39.4 01.4 42,3 01,5 
1993 16.3 39.4 00.6 91,4 19.9 03.9 03.8 37.8 10.7 10.7 03,2 01.0 
1994 00.0 TR 13.6 22.7 27.1 05.2 08.5 02.6 06.9 00.6 01.6 02.0 
1995 TR 18.8 85.7 15,9 43.3 04.7 52.0 32.7 03.5 TR 00.0 02.4 

Mean 17.0 50.6 42.0 54.7 34.3 06.1 19.4 25.3 04.8 03.7 04.3 05,4 

TR = Less than 0.1 mm; 1mm = 0.0394" 
Source: Meteorolgoy and Environmental Protectoin Administration, Abha station 
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starts in June, peaks in August and decreases early in 

September. The highest mean monthly rainfall was 54.7 mm in 

April and the lowest was 3.7 mm occurring in October. Siammer 

rains come as a result of the fronts along with the zone of 

intertropical convergence that moves north over the mountain 

zone (Vesey-Fitzgerald, 1955). Cyclonic rainfall occurs 

during the winter season as a result of the Mediterranean 

atmospheric depression (Buttiker & Ferguson, Jr., 1983). 

In winter and summer the occurrence of fog augments 

weather conditions, contributing to soil moisture and 

enhancing the growth of vegetation. The high elevation of the 

mountains plays a major role in the rain regime, intercepting 

heavy western winds that are loaded with moisture, forcing 

them to drop their load as heavy rain on the mountains and 

the western slopes, including Al-Habalah Village. 

Temperature. The temperature of the mountain zone of 

Asir region (including Al-Habalah) is the lowest in the 

entire country (Al-Khalili & Nader, 1984). Table 2 and Fig. 

6 shows mean temperature from 1978-1995. The temperature 

increases from January, peaked during the summer season 

(June-August) and began decreasing in early September. The 

highest mean temperature occurred in June at about 23.2°C. 

The lowest temperature appeared in January at about 13.1°C. 

Moderate temperatures in the mountain zone, especially during 

svimmer, have made the mountain zone of Asir region the first 



Table 2. Mean monthly temperature in degree celsius at Abha weather station during the 
period of 1978 to 1995 

Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct, Nov. Dec. 

1978 13.9 14.0 16.2 19.1 21.2 23.3 19.6 22.5 20.7 17.4 15.3 13.7 
1979 12.0 15.2 16.6 19.7 20.5 23.9 23,1 21.4 21.5 18.0 15,0 13,8 
1980 13.3 14.6 16.8 19,4 20.5 23.6 22,9 22.3 21.8 18.9 15. 7 13.2 
1981 14.6 14.5 15.6 18,5 20.7 23.4 22.3 21.9 21.4 17.9 15,7 13.2 
1982 13.7 12.8 15.8 17.2 19.5 23.0 22.9 22.3 21.5 17.3 14.3 13.0 
1983 12.3 12.9 15.1 17.2 20.3 22.8 24.0 22.7 21.9 17.7 14.9 12.7 
1984 12.6 14.2 16.9 19.9 20.0 22,4 23.0 22,4 21.2 17.1 15,2 13.7 
1985 13.6 13.7 17,1 17,3 18.5 22.6 22.7 22,8 21.6 17.9 15.5 13.1 
1986 12.3 14.3 16.4 16,2 20.6 22,7 22.9 22.3 20.6 18.0 15.6 13.2 
1987 12.3 14.8 15,7 17.9 19.8 23,5 24.3 22.0 22.4 19.0 15.5 14.1 
1988 13.6 14.5 17,9 17.5 21.9 23.0 22,4 22.3 22.0 18.1 14.6 13,4 
1989 11.9 13.6 15,3 15.5 20.5 22.6 24,1 24.1 23.5 19.7 17,8 13.5 
1990 13.2 13.6 16.7 17.0 21.2 23.1 22.7 23.1 21.9 18.8 15,1 13.7 
1991 14.0 14.5 16.6 19.6 22.7 24.2 23.4 23.1 22.5 17,8 14.6 13.9 
1992 12.1 12.5 15,7 18.6 20.7 22,9 22.3 20.7 20.8 17.5 14.7 13.8 
1993 12.9 13.3 16,7 16,6 19.5 23,2 23.2 22.9 22,1 18.6 15.7 14.0 
1994 13.8 14.8 15.6 19,1 21.6 23,6 22.8 22.0 20,8 18.3 16.4 13.8 
1995 13.6 15.0 15,4 17,7 20.9 23.5 22.2 22.1 21,5 18.5 15.5 13.6 

Mean 13.1 14.0 16.2 18.0 20,6 23.2 22.8 22.4 21,7 18.1 15.4 13.5 

Source: Meteorology and Environmental Protection Administration, Abha station 
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summer resort in Saudi Arabia. Al-Habalah Village is part of 

the mountain zone and experiences warm winters because the 

village is enclosed by the high cliffs from three direction, 

protecting the village from the cold winter wind. 

Soils 

As mentioned, Al-Habalah Village is part of the 

mountain zone of Asir region. The soils of the Arabian Shield 

in general are described by Abd el Rahman (1986) as "In 

alluvial fans, terraces, and floodplains, the soils are 

usually deep (except at the edge) , medium-textured and nearly 

neutral in pH. Their calcium carbonate content is low and 

their fertility level is high" (p. 38). The mountain zone of 

Asir region is the most productive land in Saudi Arabia (Al-

Khalili & Nader, 1984). The soils of the mountain area 

consist of rocky, sandy and loam soils (Abulfatih, 1984) . The 

quality is highly influenced by the prevailing climate. In 

the mountain area of Asir, soils are developed under moist 

conditions with rich vegetation. This produces fertile soils 

that are rich in humus. Run-off transports these fertile 

soils to lower elevation areas. This is apparent in Al-

Habalah Village. The highlands around the village are rich in 

vegetation. 
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Vegetation 

The vegetation of Al-Habalah Village is part of the 

vegetation cover of the mountain zone of Asir region. The 

mountain zone in general and the west slope of the Sarat 

mountains in particular receive a relatively large quantity 

of precipitation. Therefore, the area has the richest 

vegetative cover in Saudi Arabia (Brooks & Mandilt, 1983). 

Classification of most plant species from Asir show a great 

similarity and relationship to plant species from east and 

northeast Africa (Brooks & Mandilt, 1983; Al-Khalili & Nader, 

1984; Buttiker & Ferguson, Jr., 1983; Kerfoot, 1964). Climate 

and topography play a major role in terms of precipitation 

quantity and types and distribution of vegetation. Because 

the village is located in a semi-arid environment, a rich and 

diverse community of plant species thrive there. A variety of 

different plants are recognized, such as Juniperus procera. 

Salicifolia. Asparacms mitis. Evrvpos pinifolia. Plea 

chrvsophvlla. Acacia, Acacia etbaica. rumex nervosus, 

Mavtenus sp. Catotropis procera, Saladora persica. Peganum 

harmala. Aerva iavanica. Ricinus communis, Ziziphus 

nummularia. Acacia tortilis. Convolvulus. Malva parviflora. 

Ocimum basilicum. Zillz spinosa. Rhanterium epapposum. 

Calotropis procera. Cassia italica. Marrubium vulqare L. . 

Mentha lonqifolia. Rhazva stricta. S. Cvclophvlla. Centaurea 

schimperi. Ficus palmata. Cultia richardiana. canyza incana. 
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Dodonaea viscosa. and Lavandula dentata (Mandaville, 1973; 

Abulfatih, Emaraa & Hashish, 1989; Brooks & Mandilt, 1983) . 

Besides the referred to vegetation, the area possesses a 

diverse rich cover of semi-desert perennial and annual 

grasses such as Eurvops arabicus and Themeda triando (Vesey-

Fitzgerald, 1955) that make an excellent range supporting 

grazing activities. Thick, old growth and nearby forests 

consisting of these plants and fruits grow, thrive and 

cluster around natural springs. Plant communities in Al-

Habalah Village have played a crucial role in the village's 

economy. They were a rich and important natural source for 

the population. Plants supported grazing activity that was 

the only source of protein in the village for centuries 

Grazing economy was the first cash source for the villages. 

Plants were the source for construction materials, such as 

roof beams, doors and windows. They were a source of 

firewood, which was vital to the livelihood of the 

population. It was the main fuel source for heating, cooking, 

and preparing tea and coffee beverages. Collecting fuelwood 

was the responsibility of the woman who had to provide her 

house with firewood. Finally, plant species of Al-Habalah are 

a rich natural source that deserves consideration, protection 

and management for economic and medicinal purposes. 
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King Faisal Model Village fThe New Village^ 

Historical Overview 

King Faisal Model Village (Fig. 2) is located about 

35 km south of Abha, the capital of Asir region, in southwest 

Saudi Arabia. It is about 41 km from Khamis Mushayt, the 

second largest city in the region and about 13 km north of 

Al-Habalah (the old village) . It is 2200 meters above sea 

level (Fig. 3 and 4) . King Faisal Model Village originally 

was vacant land owned by the government until the local 

people of Al-Habalah Village were relocated to it in late 

1979. The village took its name from King Faisal who took the 

first step to solve the population's problem. 

Natural Landscatae 

Topography 

King Faisal Model Village is in the Arabian Shield 

belonging to the precambrian and cambrian intrusive periods. 

It consists of metamorphosed sedimentary rocks, volcanic 

rocks and greenstone (Brown, 1960). The area exposes massive 

schists, granites and less basaltic lava cover (Fisher, 

1978) . 

The new village is in an area extending east from the 

Sarat Mountain chain, decreasing in elevation eastward. This 

land shows gentle relief and provides more opportunities for 

settlers. King Faisal Model Village, 2200 meters above sea 

level, is located on Alwadiyain, a plateau, dissected by 
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several valleys that begin in the west Sarat Mountains. This 

zone is a depressed basin enclosed by the high Sarat 

Mountains on the south and west. It receives eroded soils 

that are washed down by run-off from the west mountains. 

Climate 

Rainfall. Due to the absence of a weather station at 

the new location, King Faisal Model Village, the closest 

weather station that reflects its weather patterns is Khamis 

Mushayt, located east of the new village at the airbase. 

Therefore, a record of 18 years of rainfall and temperature 

from 1978 to 1995 was obtained from Khamis Mushayt weather 

station. Table 3 and Fig. 7 show the rainy peaks of the 

eastern zone to the mountains. The first peak begins in 

January, reaches its maximum in April and begins declining in 

May. The second rainy peak is the summer monsoon which begins 

in July, reaches its maximum in August and declines late in 

August. The highest mean rainfall is 35.7 mm occurring in the 

months of April and August. The area receives meager rainfall 

from September to December with the lowest of 1.4 mm 

occurring in December. 

In fact, the location of King Faisal Model Village 

places it within the eastern sector of the mountains in the 

rain shadow zone. The orographic influence reduces rainfall 

in the eastern zone in winter because of the rising low 



Table 3. Mean monthly rainfall in (mm) at Khamis Mushayt weather station during the 
period of 1978 to 1995 

Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

1978 00.5 15.4 19.5 09.8 23.2 01.6 75.8 65.3 00.2 00.0 00.0 05.1 
1979 57.7 01.2 15.0 04.0 46.3 07.1 16.0 100.3 00.8 07.0 00.0 TR 
1980 04.6 09.9 27.3 21.3 79.6 01.9 TR 10.6 00.0 31.5 04.7 00.0 
1981 00.0 TR 55.2 07.2 43.2 00.1 61.6 34.7 00.0 00.0 01.3 00.0 
1982 10.5 66.8 05.4 24.1 09.7 00.6 12.2 20.8 00.0 09.9 00.3 TR 
1983 05.1 100.6 49.3 10.9 27.6 07.5 TR 28.5 TR 00.8 00.0 00.8 
1984 00.0 00.0 01.3 07.3 20.6 03.8 02.8 42.6 TR 00.4 00.0 TR 
1985 57.3 00.0 05.5 18. 5 74.6 00.6 02.3 14.1 TR 00.0 26.5 08.1 
1986 00.0 01.0 62.9 20.3 08.8 09.5 05.6 01.2 07.4 00.3 05.5 00.8 
1987 24.8 00.0 37.0 28.9 35.8 27.2 05.0 39.3 03.0 03.6 00.2 00.0 
1988 TR 14.9 00.0 69.2 00.0 01.2 36.0 03.8 00.9 00.0 00.0 00.0 
1989 TR 00.4 45.7 76.2 04.9 02.7 36.4 64.7 00.0 00.0 00.0 08.0 
1990 01.3 28.2 07.8 132.2 43.6 00.8 38.3 02.3 TR 00.0 00.7 00.0 
1991 TR 07.1 62.8 54.1 11.4 00.6 09.7 06.3 00.0 33.2 00.3 00.0 
1992 15.7 16.7 05.2 02.6 14.7 05.1 63.2 146.1 39.9 00.2 27.6 00.0 
1993 06.7 12.7 09.7 85.1 59.4 20.5 06.5 37.7 01.3 08.6 TR 00.9 
1994 00.0 00.0 02.4 31.3 51.2 TR 44.6 05.2 00.9 01.3 09.4 00.7 
1995 TR 18.7 47.2 39.1 29.2 02.6 17.2 18.2 04.6 00.4 00.0 TR 

Mean 10.5 16.3 25.5 35.7 32.4 05.2 24.1 35.7 03.3 05.4 04.2 01.4 

TR = Less than 0.1 mm; 1mm = 0.0394" 
Source: Meteorology and Environmental Protection Administration. Khamis Mushayt station 
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low pressure formation from the Mediterranean Sea and in the 

spring as a result of the Sudan low pressure formation from 

the southern part of the Red Sea. The high mountains, which 

border the new location from south and west, stand as a 

barrier against the moisture winds, forcing them to drop most 

of their water on the western slopes of the mountains. As a 

result, while King Faisal Model Village receives less 

rainfall in winter and in spring than the mountain zone where 

the old village is located, it also benefits from the 

mountain zone in the form of run-off where some valleys and 

glens drain east. In contrast, the eastern zone receives more 

summer rainfall than the mountain zone as a result of the 

formation of the low pressure arising from the Indian Ocean. 

Figure 8 shows the rainfall compression between Abha weather 

station, which reflects the rainfall characteristics of the 

mountain zone where the old village is located, and Khamis 

Mushayt weather station, which reflects the rainfall patterns 

of the eastern sector of the mountains where King Faisal 

Model Village is located. Since both Khamis Mushayt weather 

station and King Faisal Model Village are located in the 

eastern zone, they are affected by the rain shadow factor in 

winter and in spring. 

Temperature; The weather data obtained from Khamis 

Mushayt weather station shows the monthly and the mean 

temperature in degrees Celsius. Table 4 and Fig. 9 shows that 
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Table 4. Mean monthly temperature in degree Celsius at Khamis Mushayt weather 
station during the period of 1978 to 1996. 

Year Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

1978 13.6 14.3 16.8 19,3 21.4 23.4 20.9 22.0 21.0 17.8 15.7 13.3 
1979 14.2 15.1 16.8 19.2 20.8 22.7 23.2 21.6 21.4 18.0 14.4 13.9 
1980 13.3 15.4 17.2 19.5 20.7 23.4 23.6 22.6 21,6 19.0 16.1 12.8 
1981 14.4 15,1 16.0 18.9 20. 7 22.9 22.4 22.0 21.3 18.2 15.9 12.9 
1982 13.3 14.1 16.8 17,8 20.8 23.0 23.0 22.6 21.8 17.7 14.4 13.0 
1983 12.6 13.2 16.3 18,0 20.7 23.0 24.1 23.0 21.7 17.2 14.9 12.6 
19841 12.3 14,1 17.5 20.1 20.5 22.5 23.6 22.4 21.5 17.4 15.1 13.4 
985 13.3 13.9 17.4 17.6 18.8 22.4 22.8 23.2 21.8 18.4 15.9 13.4 
1986 12.8 14.8 17.0 16.8 21.3 23.2 23.8 23.2 21.4 18.9 16.4 13.9 
1987 12.8 16.2 16.7 19.0 21.1 24.2 25.1 22.9 23.4 20.0 16.6 14.9 
1988 14.5 15.5 18.9 19.7 22,4 24.2 23.2 23.6 23.0 19.3 15.9 14.5 
1989 12.9 14.7 16.2 17.2 22,3 23.9 25.4 24.0 23.0 19,1 17.2 13.9 
1990 14.0 14,0 17.7 18.1 22,2 24.1 23.6 24.2 22.9 19,4 15.8 14.6 
1991 14.7 15.4 17.4 20.3 23,8 25.0 24.1 23.9 23.2 18,8 16.7 14.8 
1992 12.8 13,5 16.6 19.6 21.6 23.9 23.1 21.6 21.8 18.4 15.8 14,7 
1993 13.7 14.3 17.7 17.4 20.7 23.8 24.1 24.1 23.0 19.6 16.9 15,3 
1994 14.8 15.8 16.5 20.0 22.7 24.6 23.5 23.2 23.2 19.7 17.9 15,0 
1995 15.0 16.1 16.7 18.9 21.9 24.8 23.3 23.5 22.6 19.6 16.6 14,8 

Mean 13.6 14.8 17.0 18.7 21.4 23.6 23.5 23.0 22.2 18.7 16.0 14.0 

Source: Meteorology and Environmental Protection Administration. Khamis Mushayt station 
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temperatures begin increasing in January and reach their 

maximum in July. During summer, temperatures increase from 

June to September and then start to decrease. The highest 

mean temperature is 23.6°C in June while the lowest is 13.6"C 

occurring in January. 

Soils 

Few studies have been done on Asir soils in general 

and no data are available for the study areas in particular. 

A detailed study that classifies the region's soils is 

needed. Some soil studies have been done on certain spots in 

the region, including general soils classification by Abd El 

Rahman (1986), Abulfatih et al (1989), and Brooks & Mandilt 

(1983). The soil of King Faisal Model Village is similar to 

the soil found in the mountain zone of Asir region. Such 

soils from alluvial fans, terraces, and floodplains are deep, 

medium-textured, and nearly neutral in pH. They are low in 

calcium carbonate and very fertile (Abd el Rahman, 1986). 

Brooks and Mandilt (1983) noted "The mountain soils of the 

region have not proved alkaline (6.5-7.5 pH) and their 

textures range from loamy silt to silty clay to sandy loam. 

The first 15 cm often produces an average of 8 percent 

organic matter, quite high for Peninsula soils and reflecting 

the favorable climatic environment for plant development" (p. 

358) . It is well known among farmers of Asir region that the 

area where King Faisal Model Village is located is very 
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productive and has good soil because the soil is washed down 

by run-off from the western mountains that are rich in 

vegetation cover. Such soil is developed under moist 

conditions and its high fertility is increased by the hiamus 

elements that are produced by vegetation. Abulfatih (1984) 

notes that soils of the mountain zone consist of rock, sand 

and loam. Therefore, soils of the new village are deep and 

productive. Respondents verify that soils of King Faisal 

Model Village are fertile and productive. 

Vegetation 

Rainfall distribution is a crucial factor that 

impacts vegetation cover. In Asir region, departing east from 

the mountains, vegetation cover decreases. It is attributed 

to the rain shadow effect that influences plant distribution 

in the eastern zone. Plant species cover decreases eastward. 

Therefore, the location of King Faisal Model Village has poor 

vegetation cover. The west mountains (Jabal Alsahin and Jabal 

Alsayhani) are rich in a variety of plant communities that 

are extremely dominated by wild olive junipers, such as 

Juniperus phoenixia. Juniperus procera. Juniperus Macropoda 

(Kerfoot, 1964). There are other plant communities that 

thrive frequently in the mountain zone, such as A. asake. A. 

ethbaica. Commiphora sp. Blepharis persice and Publicaria 

adenesis. Grass species are abundant in this zone, such as 

Hvpanhenia. Themeda triandra. Chrisopoaon aucheria and 
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Sporobolus marqinatas (Brooks & Mandilt, 1983). Other 

abundant plant species such as shrubs that originate and 

thrive in the desert and semidesert environments found in the 

area and low elevations such as in valleys are acacia and 

tamarisk. Because the location of King Faisal Model Village 

is in a basin located east of the mountain zone, it receives 

a great amount of moisture that supports diverse types of 

plants. The mountains border the location immediately from 

the south and west directions. Therefore, the rich mountains 

with dense vegetation contribute to the location. Wadis 

(valleys) that descend east from the mountains run through 

the village supporting the village's vegetation with 

moisture, enriching the soils with more alluvial soils and 

humus. They also contribute to natural water recharge. Other 

plant species are F. Salicifoia. Eurvops pinifolia. Peganum 

harmala. Zillz spinosa. Rhanterium epapposum. Marrubium 

vulgare L., Rhazva stricta. S. Cvclophvlla. Centaurea 

schimperi. and wild cactus (Mandaville, 1973; Abulfatih, 

Emaraa & Hashish, 1989; Brooks & Mandilt, 1983) . Annual 

grasses grow abundantly in the new location, especially after 

the rainy season. They are very important as a grazing 

forage, overall, vegetation cover sharply declines eastward 

and acacia becomes the most dominant type of plant and a 

major source for firewood. 
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CHAPTER 5 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The Process of Relocation 

Reason for Relocation 

In 1968, in addition to the request for public 

services, the local people of Al-Habalah Village requested a 

road from the government. Officials reviewed the request for 

the road and found that it was impossible to provide to the 

village because the difficult location was very narrow and 

limited. In addition, the road could not be built because of 

the high stand of the cliff which would collapse if it were 

established. And, the road required the destruction of the 

cliff which would destroy the village as all necessities of 

life, such as springs, farms, and homes were located 

immediately beneath the cliff. As for the other public 

services requested, there was just not enough space. Even if 

it were possible to establish public services in the village, 

the small, rough, and rugged area of the village left no room 

for expansion in the future for the growing population. 

Investigation by the government showed that 

relocation was the only viable option to solve the problem 

because of the outlined limitations. However, the villagers 

had two choices: 1) continue living in Al-Habalah Village 

with its limitations; or 2) accept relocation to a locality 
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where all their needs would be met. The population's reaction 

to the relocation showed that only 2% rejected the idea of 

relocation while 98% of the respondents welcomed relocation 

(Table 5) . 

Table 5. Respondents^ reaction to relocation 

N % 

Respondents who welcomed relocation 42 98 

ResDondents who rejected relocation 1 2 

Total 43 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Summer 1996. 

This was a voluntary relocation. The population made 

the decision to accept relocation when they realized that it 

would ease the difficulty of inaccessible routes, isolation, 

and lack of public services imposed by the severe rugged 

physical location of Al-Habalah Village. Difficulty of access 

to the village was a profound problem because there were 

three major routes in and out: Alshartah, Alshagab and 

Shartaht Dal, and one minor route — all very dangerous. 

Alshartah, the most used route, is located in the 

cliff on the northwest side of the village. Respondents 

viewed this route as the main gate to the village. It 

descended from the top of the cliff and ended in the Giyat 

forest. Alshartah means descent. It was devised many decades 
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ago to be used only by humans. It is the major route to the 

village because it descends directly to the village as a 

short cut. It is inaccessible by animals or a person carrying 

a bundle of any sort. One must climb through it because it is 

carved vertically in the cliff. Stony stairs were built in 

the sandstone cliff, laid over pieces of wild olive inserted 

in holes dug into the cliff. In some parts of the route, 

especially the most dangerous, ladders are hung from the 

cliff and some small rest areas can be found along the way. 

According to the respondents, climbing this route required 

careful attention, experience and skill. Ascending or 

descending took between 15-3 0 minutes depending on age, sex 

and weight. For strangers, it usually took more than an hour 

and in most cases, they would not attempt to descend the 

cliff. 

Alshagab was the second route of Al-Habalah Village. 

It is located on the east side of the village and was barely 

accessible by humans and certain types of animals, such as 

donkeys, goats and sheep. This route was over rugged terrain 

and located far from the village. Thus, using Alshagab 

required a longer time to get in or out of the village. 

Alshagab was considered the economic gate to the village 

because it was the only route that was accessible by donkeys, 

goats and sheep. Local people used this route to take their 
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animals, animal products and agricultural products to local 

markets to sell. They also bought their needs from the local 

markets and loaded them on donkeys to return to the village. 

Respondents sometimes had to help donkeys descend or ascend 

the route because of road difficulties. 

Shartaht Dal is the third route of the village. In 

contrast to Alshartah and Alshagab, Shartaht Dal was used to 

serve only the inaccessible southwest site of the village 

called Dal. It, too, was a difficult route demanding careful 

attention, experience and skill. Descending or ascending 

through this route could only be achieved by climbing. 

Because Alshartah was the central and most used route 

to the village, the villagers erected a pulley (na^amah) and 

a rope on this route to transport food and materials down 

into the village. 

The rope and the pulley fna^amah). The na'amah was 

located on the highland over the top of the vertical cliffs 

west of the village. Its location was carefully chosen so 

that no projections hindered the loaded rope. The na^amah is 

a pulley that is attached to the upper part of a strong piece 

of wild olive wood. The wooden holder was recently replaced 

by pieces of iron welded together to perform the same 

functions as the wood. The iron lasts longer, tolerates a 

greater load, and requires less maintenance. The population 

faced serious hardships whenever the wood broke. In addition. 
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it was dangerous if it broke while someone was using it, 

because it could pull a person down the side of the cliff to 

certain death. 

At one time, another rope and pulley was set up on 

the top of the cliff on the southwest side of the village in 

Almagtal. A villager built his own na' amah because of the 

problems he experienced transporting his stuff and food 

through the rugged narrow roads of the village to where he 

lived. Unfortunately, a short time later, the wood broke 

because of a heavy load; the rope and load pulled him down 

the cliff and he died immediately. Another na'amah was set up 

above the Dal area to serve herders who lived in that area. 

This na'amah no longer exists either. 

A fourth difficult and barely accessible route is 

from the south direction of the village. This area is very 

rugged and was used as an access for herding goats. Because 

of the ruggedness of the area, the goats went out and grazed 

by themselves and came back by themselves. It was also 

important for the villagers who moved their herds down to 

Tihamah canyon when grazing lands around the village were 

poor and dried up during the non-rainy season. Many accidents 

resulted in severe injuries and death along this route also. 

Accidents. A number of villagers have fallen from the 

cliffs and died. Others have fallen from the edge of the 

village itself and have died. Before relocation, there were 



no official records of these accidents. According to the 

respondents, 3 to 12 people have fallen from the cliffs and 

5 or more people have fallen from the village itself and died 

because of the village's rugged topography. The area of the 

village was also very dangerous for children. It had no open 

space to act as a playground, so children have fallen from 

the village while playing and died. Since 1985, accidents 

have been officially recorded by the Khamis Mushayt Fire 

Department (Table 6). 

Table 6. Number and kind of accidents at Al-Habalah Village 

Year # of Accidents Kind of Accident # of deaths 

1985 1 trapped 
1986 2 trapped 
1987 2 trapped 
1988 none none 
1989 2 trapped 
1990 1 trapped 
1991 none none 
1992 2 trapped 1 
1993 8 trapped 2 
1994 none none 
1995 none none 
1996 3 trapped 

Source: Khamis Mushayt Fire Department 

Socially, the tribe had a difficult time in the 

village. Because of rugged topography and a lack of a meeting 

place, the villagers did not have frequent social gatherings. 

For example, respondents said, "when we need to meet or when 

one of us wanted to invite the tribe for a feast, we needed 
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to shout to the closest neighbor and tell him the message. 

The first neighbor then conveys the message to the neighbor 

next door to him until the message reaches the last one and 

the entire village." They used the echo of the cliff that 

made the sound of shouting louder. Respondents said doing 

this reduced the need of going through the difficult, narrow 

and rugged routes within the village. In addition, the tribe 

was socially isolated from the outside world. Respondents 

said that other people from the outside world would not risk 

descending to the village because they were terrified by the 

village's routes. Occasionally, the population had contact 

with the other branch of the tribe living in Tihamah Dihb. 

They traveled through one of the routes that took 7-10 hours 

of walking. Further, the village and its routes were very 

dangerous for the elderly. Because they were not strong 

enough and did not have the ability to climb the cliff, they 

had to spend their lives in the village. 

The impossibility of establishing public services in 

the village, along with the isolation imposed by the 

difficulty in travel because of the rugged terrain, were 

crucial factors that drove the population to accept 

relocation. For example, respondents said in a dire 

emergency, when a patient needed to be hospitalized, he or 

she could not be transported outside the village because the 

patient had to be carried on shoulders a long way and no one 
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could climb the vertical routes with a heavy load. So the 

patient stayed in the village, either to die or recover. 

Occasionally pregnant women died because they could not 

deliver their babies naturally and there was no way to take 

them to the hospital. 

Hence, relocation was seen by the respondents as a 

great opportunity to get away from the isolated location of 

the old village and acquire the much needed public services. 

Compensation for Relocation 

The relocated people consisted of sixty families. 

When they accepted relocation, they were offered two sites 

from which to choose a new location. The two sites (Fig. 10) 

were Alma'arba, about 35 km east of the old village, and the 

present site of the new location in Al-Wadiyain, 13 km north 

of the old village. Both areas were located within the 

population's larger tribe of Rufaidah. This was considered 

relocating the group to a familiar population and territory. 

According to the relocated families, they chose the second 

area because its location was close to the region's cities, 

roads, public services, fertile soils, and open area. In 

fact, many years ago, before the tribe's grandfather migrated 

to Tihamah and permanently inhabited the former village of 

Al-Habalah, he used to be a farmer in Al-Wadiyain, the new 

location. Each family also received a home and a farm. 
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Sixty homes were built for the relocated families on 

an area of 4 km^ (Fig. 11) . The area of each unit is 400 

The area of the house is 200 m^ and the porch is 200 m^ (Fig. 

12) . The design of the new village is laid out so that four 

houses are built on one square of land with an area of 1600 

m^. Although the relocated people are linked to each other 

through kinship and intermarriage, they were given the 

freedom to choose their neighbors. The new houses meet health 

requirements such as sanitation and use of modern materials. 

Each house consists of three bedrooms, living room, kitchen, 

and one bathroom. The village is intersected by wide paved 

streets that are provided with lighting. It has gardens and 

playgrounds (Fig. 11). These houses are modern, organized, 

and provide comfort and a greater number of rooms for the 

relocated population. The design of the new village 

encourages social interaction between villagers as the homes 

are close to each other. In addition, the village is provided 

with all means of public services, including a mosque where 

people meet five times a day. According to officials, these 

homes were built at the expense of the governor of Asir 

region. Prince Khalid A1 Faisal at a cost of 15 million Saudi 

Riyal. 

In the former village of Al-Habalah, the houses were 

one to two stories and constructed of local materials, such 
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Fig. 12. A house at the new location 

Fig. 13. A house at Al-Habalah Village 
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as stone and mud (Fig. 13) . The houses consisted of several 

rooms, each with separate functions. The first floor, for 

people, was designed to house the animals. The second floor 

was used bythe family as a kitchen, sleeping room, guest room 

and storage. It had small windows and doors made of local 

wood. Stones were glued to each other by mud. The roof was 

made of strong wood laid on horizontal beams of olive trees. 

The leaves of the wild palmtree were laid over this wood and 

cemented with mud. Mud was also used to plaster the inside of 

the house. There were 12 houses in Al-Habalah; some have 

collapsed; others are about to collapse. Another type of 

shelter in the village were huts made of wood which lacked 

any means of sanitation. 

Because the relocated population were farmers, 

providing them with farms was seen as the crucial element to 

attract them to the new location. Therefore, each of the 60 

families was given a 10,000 sq. meter farm located about 800 

meters southwest of the village (Fig. 11). 

The third type of compensation provided the villagers 

with all the public services that did not exist in the former 

village, such as public schools for both girls and boys, a 

health center, mosque, youth club, vocational and day care 

center for females, electricity, public phones, roads, 

drinking water, playgrounds, garbage containers and 

collection, and a sewage system. These public services have 
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created social changes. Education, for example, was a great 

concern for the relocatees. At the time of the relocation, 

the illiteracy rate among the people was 90% (officials) . The 

establishment of public schools attracted the attention of 

the entire village. The children were not the only ones to 

benefit from this educational opportunity. Older adults had 

the chance to study in the school. For example, there was an 

educational program for parents who wanted to learn to read 

and write. This program took place after sunset for about 

four hours. The relocatees who were a semi-nomadic society of 

herders and farmers have now become a sedentary society that 

benefits from the availability of the education which enables 

them to obtain government jobs. 

A health center, with all required equipment, a staff 

of doctors and nurses, and a pharmacy and ambulance, (Fig. 

11) was established in the village to provide medication and 

first aid. In case of an emergency, the health center 

transports critical cases by ambulance to the nearest 

hospital located at Ahad Rufaidah city. 

A mosque is a very religious element in Islam. Since 

the relocatees were religious Muslims, the mosque is a very 

important place for worshipping and Islamic rituals. The 

mosque, built within the village (Fig. 11) , was provided with 

all means of services such as electricity, furniture, 

bathrooms with running water, copies of the holy Quran, books 
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and a microphone that is used for prayer call. The mosque's 

social task is to function as place where people gather for 

prayers five times a day. After prayers, they meet each 

other, and sit and talk. 

The village is linked to the region's electrical 

power supply, providing each house with electricity. The 

youth club, established in the village, is a social place 

where relocatees play sports, read books from a small library 

and meet for socials and entertainment. The village also has 

a vocational center for females, provided with equipment for 

learning to sew, do needle work (embroidery), wool weaving, 

and cooking, in addition to learning how to read and write. 

This center also provides day care that functions as a 

preschool for young children. Phone service has not as yet 

reached individual homes in the village. Phone service was 

spreading from the region's capital based on several stages. 

Each stage took time and effort, i.e., phone service has been 

provided to the homes and commercial areas located on the 

main street of the village. According to officials, phone 

service will reach each home in the village in the near 

future. 

The transportation system (Fig. 14) is another 

crucial element of public service in the village. The new 

roads of King Faisal Model Village link the village east to 

Al-Wadiyain, Ahad Rufaidah, Khamis Mushayt and west to Asir 
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National Park and Abha as well as with the rest of the 

country. The road system as well as other public services are 

the arteries of life that the relocated people said they 

appreciated very much because of the decades that they 

endured the absence of public services, especially roads. 

Another community service is water. The village has 

a reservoir that provides drinking water. Since two wells 

which had been dug did not have satisfactory water quality, 

the government supplies the village with potable water 

through tankers. When the desalination plant that supplied 

Asir region with potable water was established, the 

population preferred the desalted water, which they 

considered better quality, be supplied to their homes. The 

closest desalted reservoir to the village is located at Ahad 

Rufaidah. The price was about $1.30 U.S. currency per ton. In 

1996, the governor of the region ordered officials in the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Water, Asir branch, to 

redistribute free potable water to the village as soon as it 

was available (officials) . 

Playgrounds and gardens are another public service 

established in the village. Officials revealed that more 

equipment was due to be installed. Garbage containers were 

placed around the gardens to keep the village clean and free 

from garbage. Garbage was collected twice a week by Ahad 

Rufaidah city. 
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Each house in the village was linked to the sewage 

system. This system transports the waste to a reservoir 

beneath the earth's surface. 

Hardships of Relocation 

Relocation of the local population of Al-Habalah 

Village has caused the villagers some hardships. Table 7 

Table 7. Respondents who experienced hardships caused by 
relocation 

N % 

Experienced hardships 34 79 

Did not experience hardships 9 21 

Total 43 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Summer 1996. 

shows that 79 percent of the respondents report that they 

experienced hardships induced by relocation and 21 percent 

did not. 

The hardships as stated by the respondents were 

adaptation to the new location, preparation of new farms and 

providing their homes with the required furniture. 

Adaptation to the new life and to the new environment 

was the first hardship faced by the relocatees. They found 

the new environment required a new way of life. For example. 
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the area was accessible by car. They now use the car for 

movement which is a new way of life for them. While they were 

semi-sedentary in the old village, they became permanently 

sedentary in the new location. During the first stage of 

relocation, because their farms were not ready for 

cultivation, they acquired their living requirements directly 

with cash. In the new location, they had to pay for 

electricity which was something they did not have before. At 

the former village women worked side by side with the men 

herding or they collected firewood. At the new location, they 

had to stay home which was required by their culture and 

religion, or they had to study and find a job. Children used 

to tend the herds in the former village; at the new 

location, they went to school. Respondents were very 

appreciative of the schools and said, "educational 

opportunities in the new location help us very much in terms 

of enhancing our economic status and incomes. Even we, the 

middle aged men and elderly, we got the opportunities to 

study and we can find jobs. Some of us got degrees and got 

governmental jobs. Our children got degrees and are working 

with the government." The old way of life, the nomadic and 

seminomadic, was gone, replaced by a new way of life. They 

became a more modern society that had experienced dramatic 

social changes. For example, seminomads, whose livelihood 

depended mostly on herding and farming, were now engaged in 
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governmental jobs. They became a modern society when they 

went to live in new homes that met health and sanitation 

requirements. They once utilized water directly from its 

source and in small quantity. At the new location, they used 

water from the faucet. They used to use firewood for heating 

and cooking; it has been replaced by ovens and electricity. 

Preparation of the new farms, which were larger than 

the ones they left behind, was the second hardship the 

relocatees faced in the new location. Although the site of 

the new farms was a gentle, flat area, farms had to be 

prepared for cultivation. Therefore, farm fields were 

flattened, leveled, and walled. Wells were dug. Cultivation 

of the new farms required modern technology, such as the use 

of tractors. Modern methods of cultivation were not used in 

the former village because of inaccessibility and the small 

size of the farms. The old farms were cultivated by hand; on 

the new farms, water had to be lifted from the well by 

machine (pumps) . Although they had the opportunity to procure 

interest-free loans from the agricultural bank in Asir to 

purchase pumping machinery, only 24 percent of the farmers 

did so. Those who did not take loans prepared their farms at 

their own expense by resorting to their savings. The 24 

percent who benefitted from governmental loans were the needy 

who found it helpful to prepare their farms through such 

loans. 
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Providing the required furniture in their new homes 

was another hardship experienced in the new location. Each 

household received a one unit house and each householder 

prepared his house to the degree that fit the new life. 

Furniture used in the old village was no longer fit for the 

type of homes and the way of life at the new location. The 

carpeting in their homes in the old village was made locally 

by the women from the wool of their herds. It was woven and 

used in a very simple way. The new home required modern 

carpeting that covered almost the entire house. Other 

furniture needed for the new life, such as refrigerator, 

oven, utensils, washer, drier and TV, had become necessary. 

All had to be bought and that was considered a hardship. 

Although relocation of the local people of Al-Habalah 

Village was the first of its kind in Asir region, hardships 

of the relocation were reduced and softened. Government 

agencies and the governor of the region showed their concern 

and willingness to help the population over the problem of 

isolation and inaccessibility. For example, the relocatees 

were asked for their participation and opinion in choosing 

their new location. Besides the new house and farm, the new 

village was provided with all means of public services with 

a follow-up program established to enhance and overcome any 

problem at the new location. Most important, the relocatees 

still owned their former village property and they had the 
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opportunity to utilize its resources. In fact, the goal of 

relocation of the local people of Al-Habalah Village was 

humanitarian — to solve the problems of a population that 

was isolated by the location of its former village. 

Status of Activities Before and After Relocation 

Employment. The location of the former village 

isolated the population and, therefore, contributed to the 

complete absence of public services in general. As a result, 

the majority of respondents were mostly engaged in grazing 

and cultivation, while a small percentage were engaged in 

government jobs. 

Table 8 and Fig. 15 show the niimber of respondents 

employed before relocation was about 12 percent because the 

Table 8. Distribution of activities before and after 
relocation 

Activities Before % After % 

Farmer 36 41 

Herder 52 24 

Employee 12 33 

Jobless 0 2 

Total 

Source: Survey by the 

100 

author. Summer 1996. 

100 
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location of the former village was isolated and inaccessible. 

Absence of education in terms of school availability kept the 

population illiterate and, therefore, they practiced grazing 

and cultivation. The 12 percent who were employed abandoned 

the former village for governmental jobs and a better life. 

At that time, they did not have a degree so they accepted the 

average type of job. When they became governmental employees, 

they began their education, which later contributed to their 

promotions. These respondents adapted to the new comfortable 

way of life out of their village and they did not return to 

the village. One respondent, for example, told the author 

that when he retied from the army, he could not go back to 

the former village because of the village's dangerous routes 

and isolation. He rented a house close to the new location 

and was waiting for relocation. Another respondent said he 

rented a house in a nearby village because he was an employee 

and because he wanted his children to enroll in elementary 

school. 

In contrast to the former village in terms of 

employment rate, Table 8 and Fig. 15 also show that the 

percent of employment among relocatees had jumped to 3 3 

percent. This was attributed to the availability of schools 

which gave the opportunity for education to both young and 

older people. One respondent said, "I came to the new 

location and I started my education at the new location. I 
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got a degree and I applied for a job and I got one." Outside 

employment was the second activity at the new location 

preceded by agriculture. Governmental jobs were the most 

preferable activity desired by the relocatees because 

governmental jobs were convenient and well paying. 

Governmental jobs were also considered the main source of 

income because of the amount of the salary. As a result, 

relocatees encouraged their children to continue their 

education which they believed is the key for a promising 

future. 

Agriculture. At the former village, after grazing, 

cultivation was the second activity which the relocated 

population relied on for their livelihood. Table 8 and Fig. 

15 show that 3 6 percent of the respondents were engaged in 

agricultural activity at the former village because of the 

availability of important agricultural elements, such as 

water and fertile soils. The only limitation stressed by 

respondents was the problem of limited agricultural lands 

that was imposed by the rugged topography which caused 

shallow soils and severe erosion by run-off. Cultivation 

depended entirely on natural springs which were utilized to 

irrigate agricultural lands and as a source for drinking 

water. The springs, Alkhatamah, Aljarah, Alghayad, Almagtal, 

and Dal, are located in the base of the cliff. Water was 

divided between the population based on the size of the farm. 
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The village utilized no additional water resources, such as 

traditional wells or rainwater. According to respondents, 

agricultural activity did not depend on rainfall because 

water from natural springs was sufficient for agriculture and 

potable water. 

Due to the extreme rugged and steep topography of Al-

Habalah Village, agricultural lands were small, limited and 

prone to severe water erosion by run-off. Terrace farming 

(Fig. 16) was practiced. The largest farm field was about 

four meters wide and fifty meters long or about 200 square 

meters. Because of run-off erosion in some locations, farmers 

transported extra soils on their shoulders and laid it on the 

rocky floor (respondents) . Farms were arranged in consecutive 

order up and down the slopes. All fairms were curved into the 

slopes, and stretched to the base of the cliff. 

Rainwater from the highlands that fell from the high 

cliffs to the village was diverted to the lower Tihamah 

beneath the village. The villagers established a khaleei. a 

water path, composed of piles of rocks and soil, which 

functioned to direct water away from the village, preventing 

an impact on the farms, homes and the village as well. The 

khaleei required constant maintenance because if the piled 

rocks were destroyed, water would stray from its path and 

cause segments of the cliff to fall onto the village. 
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Fig. 16. A farm at Al-Habalah Village 

Fig. 17. A farm at the new location 
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Water from natural springs was sufficient to support 

irrigation. Water was collected in a kadamah or a small area 

below the spring, curved and walled by dirt. Water from the 

natural spring was collected overnight in the kadamah. A 

riha. a circular shaped stone with a hole in it, was 

installed in the kadamah as part of its wall. At sunset, 

farmers sealed the hole of the riha with tree leaves. While 

the hole of the riha was closed, the water of the spring 

seeped into and was collected in the kadamah area overnight. 

Irrigation began early in the morning. Farmers removed the 

tree leaves from the hole in the riha. and water flowed 

through small ditches (aflajs) designed to follow a certain 

path that was dependent on the gravity of the topography. 

This method is no longer used. At the present time, it has 

been replaced by new materials. Water is conveyed from the 

spring to the farms by a plastic tube. 

A kadamah was owned by several farmers, depending on 

the number of farms to be watered and was divided between 

farmers based on the size of their farms. Water from natural 

springs flowed year round and was not influenced by rainfall 

fluctuations. 

Although the village had high soil fertility and 

water availability, self-sufficiency in agricultural products 

was not reached because of the limited cultivatable lands 

imposed by the rugged topography. Because of high soil 
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fertility at the former village, all plants, native or 

exotic, grew and thrived (respondents). For example, coffee 

beans, pear, banana, orange, lemon, almond, and guava were 

grown at the former village and produced a good quantity of 

products. This can be attributed to the humus in the soils 

formed under the influence of a semi-arid climate. Besides 

these exotic fruits and vegetables, the main agricultural 

products of the village were husk, wheat, barley, corn, 

grape, raisin, pomegranate, fig, apple, apricot, peach and a 

variety of other fruits. 

On the other hand and in contrast to the agricultural 

activity at the former village, which was the second activity 

after grazing, agricultural activity at the new location 

became the first occupation of the respondents. Table 8 and 

Fig. 15 show that 41 percent of the respondents are engaged 

in farming activity at the new location. This can be 

attributed to the fact that each family received a larger 

farm (Fig. 17) at the new location than what they had at the 

former village. 

Unlike the former village in which cultivation 

depended completely on natural springs, cultivation at the 

new location relies mostly on rainfall as was the case for 

the entire region. As a result, traditional wells were dug 

for the purpose of irrigation. Farming at the new location 

was highly affected by the influence of rainfall that 
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contributed to the water level. Some farm locations were 

dissected by glens and farmers diverted these small glens 

fkhaleei) to direct water to the farms. During the rainy 

season, the khaleei increased the water level at the 

traditional wells. What, then, were the farmers' evaluation 

of the quantity of water and the quality of soils at the new 

location? 

Farmer respondents complained about water quantity at 

the new location; that it was insufficient. Table 9 and Fig. 

Table 9. Quantity of water and firewood at the new location 

Water Firewood 
# of Respondents % # of Respondents % 

Sufficient 16 47 7 22 

Insufficient 18 53 25 78 

Total 34 100 32 100 

Source: Survey by the author: Summer 1996. 

18 show that 47 percent of farmers said that water quantity 

was sufficient for irrigation, while 53 percent believed 

that the water quantity was insufficient for irrigation and 

was not the same as that at the former village. 

In the old village, people utilized natural springs 

that flowed all year round and they were not affected by 

rainfall fluctuations. When they moved to the new location, 

they found the impact of rainfall on their activities was 
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crucial. Further, the relocatees needed more water for 

cultivation because they continued to use the traditional 

method of irrigation that consumed a lot of water. New 

methods of irrigation that conserve water, such as drip 

irrigation, would have contributed highly to water 

conservation. Such methods of irrigation are used and 

recommended in arid lands. 

The point of view of the majority of farmer 

respondents about soils at the new location was positive. 

Table 10 and Fig. 19 show that 79 percent of farmers said 

Table 10. Quality of grazing lands and soils at the new 
Location 

Grazing Lands Soils 
# of Respondents % # of Respondents % 

Good 6 30 27 79 

Poor 14 70 7 21 

Total 20 100 34 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Summer 1996. 

that soils at the new location were good, while 21 percent 

said soil quality was poor. In fact, the soils of the new 

location are very fertile because they were washed down by 

the run-off from the mountain zone and they were rich in 

hiimus due to the rich vegetation cover of the mountains. In 

addition, soils at the new location were deep soils in which 
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roots grew deeper. One farmer said, "Soils in the new 

location are good and they are deep." 

Because of a farm's location and larger size in a 

flat accessible area, cultivation at the new location 

required the use of tractors for cultivating and pumps for 

raising water from the traditional wells to the farms. This 

was a new method of irrigation for the relocatees. Although 

the soils of the farms are fertile, some products such as 

coffee beans and banana, which the relocatees used to grow at 

the former village, did not grow at the new location. The 

main agricultural products were fruits, grains, and 

vegetables, such as grape, pomegranate, fig, apricot, peach, 

wheat, barley, and corn. Alfalfa was also grown and used as 

a forage plant for domestic animals. 

Grazing. Table 8 and Fig. 15 show that grazing was 

the main activity at the former village. Before relocation, 

52 percent of respondents were engaged in herding. In Al-

Habalah Village, rainfall had an immediate impact on grazing 

activity. 

Herding became an inherited livelihood that was part 

of the population's culture. Rich range lands motivated local 

people to raise goats, the only animal that could move and 

graze in such an isolated and rugged environment. In 

addition, grazing was the dominant activity because the 

agricultural lands were small and limited by the village's 
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rugged topography. Two nomadic camps, Altahalah and Almaf jar, 

in Tihamah (located immediately south of Al-Habalah) were 

used during the dry season when grass quantity decreased in 

the village. This migration was to keep their animals 

healthy. To keep their farms operational, some family members 

migrated with the herds while others stayed in the village. 

Migration to these two camps occurred mostly during winter 

because during this season, Tihamah is warm and grass 

quantity is good. During the wet spring and summer seasons, 

family members who had migrated returned to the village with 

their herds. 

In contrast to grazing at the former village, grazing 

at the new location seemed to have lost its value and had 

become the third activity, considered by respondents as a 

secondary source of livelihood. Table 8 and Fig. 15 show that 

24 percent of respondents were engaged in raising animals at 

the new location compared to 52 percent at the former 

village. So, what caused grazing to decrease at the new 

location? 

Table 10 and Fig. 19 show the quality of grazing 

lands based on responses of herders at the new location. For 

example, 30 percent of herder respondents said the quality of 

grazing lands at the new location was good, while 70 percent 

said it was poor. The justification given by respondents who 

answered good was they can graze wherever they want with no 
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problems. They stressed the mountain zone which was located 

south and west of the new location. The mountain zone was 

rich in vegetation and considered an excellent range. The 

problem with grazing at the new location was the lack of 

laborers to take care of the animals from sunrise to sunset. 

Family members, such as women and children, who used to graze 

the animals at the former village were now busy at the new 

location with schools and jobs. Therefore, 20 percent of the 

herders who raised animals and were busy with other jobs had 

imported foreign labor to graze animals in nearby grazing 

lands. Grazing for this portion of herders was a secondary 

source of income. Animals were raised mostly for family 

consumption and they could afford the salary of foreign 

labor. The 70 percent who answered that grazing lands at the 

new location were poor have their justification. They said 

that at the beginning of relocation, grazing lands were 

excellent. Later, the quality and the area of grazing lands 

located west and between the village and the mountains shrunk 

as they were reclaimed and converted to commercial 

agricultural farms, especially for vegetables and fruits that 

were grown with the newest methods of irrigation such as drip 

irrigation. Because the new location was excellent for 

cultivation, the value of the lands has increased. Field 

observation and respondents' replies indicated that there 

were fixed routes that led to the mountain zone for grazing. 
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but some herders viewed the new cultivated lands as a barrier 

to grazing. In fact, the new location, except for the 

mountain zone located south and west of the village, had poor 

vegetation cover as a direct influence of the dominant arid 

climate. Therefore, 25 percent of herders, who said their 

livelihood still depended more or less on herding, grazed 

their animals outside the new location at the nomadic lands 

while their children lived at the new location to benefit 

from schools and public services. It is expected that this 

type of grazing activity will disappear with the death of the 

older generation. Young children have already adapted to the 

new location and education has enabled them to find jobs that 

replaced the grazing activity. 

Firewood. Rich vegetation cover, providing a vital 

source of firewood at the former village, fully satisfied the 

population's needs. Firewood contributed greatly to the local 

people's livelihood. Most important, firewood was abundant 

and was the main source of fuel for heating, cooking, and 

preparing tea and coffee. No other source of energy, such as 

kerosene or gas for heating and cooking, was used. The 

gathering of firewood for the house was the responsibility of 

the woman. 

In contrast to the importance of firewood in the old 

location, usage of firewood at the new location has decreased 

to some degree among respondents. 
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Table 11 shows that 74 percent of relocatees still 

used firewood while 26 percent did not, indicating a 

continuing high demand for firewood at the new location. 

Respondents who stopped using firewood at the new location 

noted the availability of electricity and gas that made the 

Table 11. Respondents who used firewood at the new location 

# of Respondents Percentage 

Used firewood 32 74 

Did not use firewood 11 26 

Total 43 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Simmer 1996. 

use of ovens more convenient. Some respondents said use of 

firewood in modern homes damaged the quality of homes by 

smoke. Table 9 and Fig. 18 show that 22 percent who still 

used firewood believed that the availability of firewood was 

sufficient while 78 percent did not. Respondents who did not 

experience a firewood deficit said that they collected it by 

themselves (men) from nearby areas on their farms, but mostly 

from the mountains. For them, available firewood was not the 

problem. The problem was they had become so busy, they had no 

time for firewood collection. 
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Then why was firewood considered a deficit at the new 

location? First was the fact that the new location had poor 

vegetation cover which did not provide adequate firewood, 

except from the mountain zone located south and west of the 

new location. Second, collection of firewood was the 

responsibility of women but due to cultural and religious 

reasons, most women no longer collected firewood. In 

addition, some respondents reported that firewood collection 

by a man was shameful. Therefore, relocatees preferred to buy 

firewood from local markets rather than collect it 

themselves. 

Joblessness, another category that did not exist 

among respondents at the former village, showed up at the new 

location after relocation. Observation indicates that the 2 

percent of jobless respondents shown in Table 8 and Fig. 15 

are mostly elderly people who had a slim chance of finding 

work at the new location. 

In sum, data show that some changes occurred in job 

distribution among relocatees and that a major fluctuation 

was the result of relocation. Some activities experienced 

positive changes while others decreased. Before relocation 52 

percent of respondents were herders, followed by 3 6 percent 

of respondents who were engaged in cultivation and the 

remaining 12 percent were engaged in other employment. At the 

new location, occupations of the respondents were led by 
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cultivation at 41 percent followed by non-agricultural 

employment at 33 percent, grazing at 24 percent, and a new 

category of joblessness at 2 percent (Table 8 and Fig. 15) . 

A chi-square test was applied to the relationship between 

activities and found to be statistically significant. The 

X2(dF3,p<0.01)=15.9359. 

Degree of Adaptation to the New Location 

The relocated people have developed a high degree of 

adaptation to the new location. It was found that 98 percent 

of respondents liked living in the new location while 2 

percent did not like it (Table 12) . 

Table 12. Respondents who liked the new location 

# of Respondents % 

Liked the new location 42 98 

Disliked the new location 1 2 

Total 43 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Summer 1996. 

Acceptance of the new location was attributed to 

factors that helped relocatees adapt to the new life. The 

availability of public services, transportation accessibility 

and job opportunities created a comfortable life that 

differed from what they experienced before relocation. In 
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addition, the population had been relocated to a familiar 

land where they and the host population belonged to the same 

tribe of Rufaidah. They had no disagreement with each other 

because they had the same customs and culture. An important 

element about the relocation was that the tribe was not 

separated. The tribe at Al-Habalah once suffered from 

isolation and poor contact with other tribal members because 

of the difficulties of routes. The new location was 

accessible by modern transportation that facilitated movement 

and the new area was strategically located close to the 

region's major cities. 

The two percent who did not like living at the new 

location attributed this opinion to insufficient water for 

cultivation, but they appreciated and acknowledged the 

importance of accessibility of the new location and public 

services. Although the quantity of water, vegetation cover 

for firewood and grazing was poor, they felt happy about the 

new location despite the fact that agricultural and grazing 

activities had become a secondary source of livelihood. The 

population at the new location has become engaged in school 

and governmental jobs that leave no time for grazing or 

agriculture. Agriculture and grazing activities demanded more 

time and effort, and, at the same time, revenue returns were 

small. Usage of firewood was decreasing because of the 

availability of electricity and gas and the type of homes in 
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which respondents now lived. Governmental jobs had become the 

main source of livelihood, and that was highly preferred. 

Therefore, respondents stressed the value of education which 

was the tool for permanent and well-paid governmental jobs. 

Eighty eight percent of the respondents, when asked 

about their preference for living in either of the two 

locations, preferred the new location, while 12 percent 

preferred living at the old village on the condition that it 

would include public services (Table 13). 

Table 13. Respondents preferring to live at the two locations 

# of Respondents % 

Preferred King Faisal Model Village 38 88 

Preferred Al-Habalah 5 12 

Total 43 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Summer 1996. 

A majority of respondents preferred living at the new 

location because they felt comfortable and happy there. Their 

former life as farmers and herders was harsh. In addition, it 

was affected by the isolation that was imposed by the natural 

location of the old village and absence of public services. 

Living at the old village was a tough and primitive way of 

life. The new location offered opportunities such as easy 

access, availability of public services and job opportunities 
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that the old village did not provide. Those who preferred 

living at the old village were mostly elders who spent most 

of their life at the old village. In addition, they had a 

slim chance for education and jobs because of their age. 

On the other hand, for the purpose of overcoming the 

relocatees' difficulties at the new location, a 

rehabilitation program was established. According to 

officials, some shortages, such as the paving of local 

streets, establishment of public lighting, and garbage 

collection were already solved; others, such as desalted 

water and the phone, were underway. 

Current Relationship to the Former Village 

Ownership 

The relocation of the local people of Al-Habalah 

Village to King Faisal Model Village did not dispossess the 

relocatees from ownership of their property at the old 

village. Table 14 indicates that at the time of this study, 

98 percent still owned their property, while 2 percent did 

not. This one individual has now sold his property at the 

former village. Since relocation in late 1979 up to now, most 

relocatees visit the village for enjoyment and remembrance of 

their original home town where they lived for such a long 

time. 
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Table 14. Ownership of property at Al-Habalah Village 

# of Respondents % 

Still owned property 42 98 

No longer owned property 1 2 

Total 43 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Summer 1996. 

Reasons for Returning to Former Village 

Some of the relocated population have stopped 

visiting the old village, while some have maintained contact 

with it. Table 15 shows that 84 percent of the respondents 

still went 

Table 15. Relocatees who still return to the former village 

# of Respondents % 

Returned to old village 3 6 84 

No longer returned to old village 7 16 

Total 43 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Summer 1996. 

to the former village while 16 percent did not. The 

respondents who stopped going to the former village did so 

because they had nothing to do there and the village did not 

fit their new life because of its inaccessibility (they did 
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not use the old routes any more due to their difficulties) 

and lack of public services. They were happy and busy with 

their new life at the new location. 

Those relocatees who returned to the former village 

did so for enjoyment and remembrances of experiences they had 

at the former village. After the population was relocated to 

King Faisal Model Village, Asir National Park was officially 

opened to the public. Even though the village is not part of 

the park, and the park had no link to the village's 

relocation, when tourists visited the park, they also visited 

the village. Subsequently, it has become a well-known tourist 

site. 

Utilization of Resources 

Because the location of the former village was 

adjacent to the park, the village received many visitors from 

the park and the number has continued to increase. As a 

result, the National Company for Tourism was established in 

1994 to serve and utilize the economic potential of the 

increased visitation. According to the company, the location 

of the village was attractive to tourists. For example, the 

cliff over the village gave an attractive view of Tihamah 

canyon. The cliff provided a means of sport, such as 

climbing. In addition, the location of the village was unique 

and exposed a rich cultural heritage such as the stone homes, 

the cemetery which was located at the base of the cliff in 
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caves, the terrace farms, the old irrigation system, the old 

routes, and natural features, such as the springs, the mature 

growth of natural forests around the springs, the pleasant 

climate that developed fog during summer and winter, the 

geological features, and a variety of wild flowers and birds. 

The company built a cable car that transported visitors from 

the highlands (on the top of the cliff) down to the village. 

The company provided all means of services that helped 

visitors enjoy the village, such as modern restaurants, 

cafeterias, playgrounds, a fancy hotel, bathrooms, mosque, 

fire department, health center, food store, garage and police 

station. The company walled off the upper part of the cliff 

for security reasons because the cliff was dangerous and 

visitors could fall and be killed. The village has become a 

famous tourist site not only in Saudi Arabia but also in the 

Gulf States and receives about three thousand visitors a day 

(National Company for Tourism). 

According to the respondents, the establishment of 

the National Company for Tourism attracted a portion of 

respondents to continue to return to the former village. 

Table 16 indicates that 42 percent of respondents went to the 

village for the purpose of cultivation and did not utilize 

other resources, such as collection of firewood or grazing 

because they found it difficult in terms of transportation 

and inaccessibility. The 58 percent who did not utilize 
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resources, went to the former village for enjoyment and 

remembrance. 

Table 16. Respondents who utilized resources of the former 
village 

Firewood % Grazing % Cultivation % 

Yes 0 0 0 0 15 42 

No 36 100 36 100 21 58 

Total 36 100 36 100 36 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Summer 1996. 

According to respondents, the establishment of the 

National Company for Tourism at the former village attracted 

the relocatees to return to the old village to cultivate and 

to contribute to local tourism by selling their agricultural 

products to the tourists. Respondents found it a great 

economical opportunity which allowed them to benefit from 

tourism at their village. Now they cultivated and sold their 

products to the visitors at the village itself. The 

respondents grew agricultural products, such as fruits, 

vegetables, coffee and herbs, which produced cash and which 

the tourists preferred. The return of the villagers to the 

old village to cultivate represented the cultural aspect that 

contributed highly to tourism in the village. Doing so 

revived the cultural element that attracted more visitors and 
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enhanced and maintained the village's cultural resources. The 

company contributed to the old main route (Alshartah) by 

enhancing it with new ladders and maintenance. The company 

also encouraged five of the relocatees to establish a 

traditional restaurant which served the tourists traditional 

food and traditional Arabic beverages of the local people, 

such as tea and coffee. In the traditional restaurant, 

respondents talked and answered questions the tourists may 

have had about the village. The owners of the traditional 

restaurant were allowed to use the cable car free of charge 

to transport whatever the restaurant needed to maintain its 

business, such as food and drinks. 

Access Status 

The three old major routes to the village were still 

accessible. The main route (Alshartah) was the most used 

route by relocatees and by tourists who liked the sport of 

climbing. This route descended directly to the village and 

was enhanced by more ladders. At the same time, it was a very 

dangerous route in terms of accidents. Descending to the 

village through the village routes demanded high skills and 

experience which the local people understood more than the 

tourists. Table 17 shows that 72 percent of the respondents 
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Table 17. Respondents who still had access to the former 
village 

# of Respondents % 

Had no access problems 26 72 

Had access problems 10 28 

Total 3 6 100 

Source: Survey by the author. Summer 1996. 

who went to the former village had no access problems. They 

descended to the village through the old routes or they paid 

for a ticket for the cable car. Twenty eight percent of the 

respondents complained about access problems imposed by the 

company because they desired to use the cable car free of 

charge. The situation regarding the free use of the cable car 

for the local people has not been settled at the present 

time. Coordination, arrangements, and discussion were needed 

between the two groups to settle this dispute. According to 

the respondents, they had not yet discussed the issue but 

they were sure they would get a positive response from the 

company regarding the use of the cable car, at least for 

those who were engaged in cultivation at the old village. 
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CHAPTER 6 

CONCLUSIONS 

Throughout the world, relocation of populations has 

mostly been involuntary with the aim of taking the 

population's land without providing fair alternatives or 

adequate compensation. The relocatees are uprooted and 

deprived of a choice. The result is usually disastrous 

because of destruction of the economy and disruption of the 

culture. There are many sad stories reported in the 

literature attesting to the misery of the population being 

relocated. 

In contrast with involuntary relocation, voluntary 

relocation frequently gives the population a choice and the 

opportunity to participate in the determination of their new 

location. This is why voluntary relocations tend to be 

successful. One example of this phenomenon is the topic of 

this dissertation, Al-Habalah Village. 

Summarv 

The primary objectives of this study were to: 1) 

identify the reason for the relocation; 2) assess the outcome 

of relocation in terms of compensation, hardships, status of 

activities before and after relocation, and degree of 

adaptation to the new location; and 3) assess the 
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population's relationship to their former village in terms of 

ownership, utilization of resources, and access status. 

Isolation and inaccessibility imposed by the physical 

location of Al-Habalah Village as well as the absence of 

public services were the main reasons for relocation. The 

village, located on the west slopes of the Sarat Mountains, 

is situated in an escarpment between Tihamah and the 

highlands. The village is surrounded on three sides by a 

three hundred meter high cliff. The fourth side, which drops 

into Tihamah Canyon, is also rugged and inaccessible. The 

village was inhabited 13 generations ago by the founder of 

the tribe. He migrated from the highlands to the Tihamah area 

along with his herds. While he was herding at Tihamah, he 

discovered land rich in natural resources which he called Al-

Habalah Village. His descendants continued living at the 

village until relocation. Officials found the village so 

isolated by the cliff that surrounded it that establishment 

of public services was impossible due to the difficult access 

and limited area. As a result, relocation of the villagers to 

a suitable location was seen as the only solution to the 

problem. 

The relocatees were offered two places, both within 

the larger tribal area called Rufaidah, to choose as their 

permanent location. The first location, Almuraba'a, was 

located east of the former village. The second location north 
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of it, closer to the major cities of the region, is the 

present location of King Faisal Model Village. Also, the 

chosen location is within the Al-wadiyain area which is one 

of the region's best agricultural lands in terms of water 

availability and fertile soils. 

Because of their agricultural background, providing 

the relocatees with farms was seen as a positive aspect to 

relocation by the government. The new location was provided 

with a full array of public services and each of the sixty 

families relocated was given a 10,000 square meter farm and 

a new home. 

Even though hardships induced by relocation were not 

considered profound compared to those discussed in the 

literature, the relocatees faced hardships which they felt 

were induced by the nature of the relocation. The first 

hardship was the problem of adaptation to the new location. 

The second was the preparation of the new farms, and the last 

was providing their new homes with furniture that fit their 

new life. The hardships of the relocation were softened by 

several actions. A rehabilitation program was established to 

enhance and overcome problems at the new location. Most 

important, the relocatees still owned their property in the 

former village and they still had the opportunity to utilize 

its resources. 
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The relocation of the population from Al-Habalah 

Village to King Faisal Model Village did create some changes 

in the status of activities of the population. In fact, the 

relocation brought positive changes and enhanced their life 

quality. At the former village a majority were semi-nomadic 

herders and farmers with a small percentage of the population 

engaged in other employment. After relocation, cultivation 

became the dominant economic occupation. This increase in 

agriculture can be attributed to better soil fertility and 

larger farms. Outside employment became the second largest 

occupation category at the new location. This was a result of 

the availability of education. Grazing became the third 

category because of the poor vegetative cover and the rapid 

development of nearby lands at the new location. Grazing 

became a secondary source of income for most of the 

relocatees and was considered a difficult means of 

livelihood. A new category (joblessness) appeared at the new 

location, especially among the elderly. Changes which 

occurred in the relocatees' activities were influenced by the 

economic values encountered at the new location. Some 

activities created more income with less effort than others. 

Grazing, for example, lost its economic value because it 

demanded more labor and more effort by the entire family. It 

was the main activity of the respondents at the former 

village because of the availability of rich vegetative cover 
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that was conducive to grazing. In addition, with the absence 

of public services, especially schools, children and women 

provided free labor. At the new location, children and women 

became involved in education. Some respondents still grazed 

at the new location and, to solve the problem of labor, 

imported foreign labor to herd their animals. In addition, 

lands around the new location, especially lands located 

between the village and the mountain zone, were developed for 

agriculture. 

To overcome these problems, special consideration was 

given to the herders in the design of the village and its 

farms. Clear routes were designed and left open to lead 

animals from the village to the mountain zone. Still, herders 

complained about the absence of laborers and time required 

for grazing. As a result, relocatees became engaged in 

education and governmental jobs because these were seen as 

the best source of income with the least amount of effort. 

Such activities are considered suitable for the new location. 

Agriculture was now the main activity despite the 

respondents' complaints about the water deficit. Contrary to 

the complaints of the respondents, a study showed that water 

availability was satisfactory and soil quality was excellent. 

Increased agricultural activity was encouraged by the 

closeness of the local market where agricultural products 

were sold. Furthermore, the new location was accessible by 
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transportation that linked the village with the entire 

region. 

Usage of firewood at the new location decreased 

slightly. While some respondents who used modern technology, 

such as ovens and electric heaters for heating and cooking, 

did not use firewood, the majority continued to do so. 

Respondents who got firewood from nearby areas, especially 

from the mountains, said there was no firewood deficit. On 

the other hand, respondents, who got their firewood by buying 

it at the market complained that they had experienced a 

firewood shortage. The problem faced by these respondents was 

that they had no time to collect firewood and they felt it 

was not worth the time. They also asserted that collection of 

firewood was the responsibility of the woman and it was 

shameful for the man to do. Women became engaged in 

educational jobs and as housekeepers which left no time for 

firewood collection. The need for firewood at the new 

location was not crucial, especially with the availability of 

electricity and gas in a petroleum country such as Saudi 

Arabia. The problem of grazing, which declined because of 

land development around the village, was also experienced 

with firewood. Nonetheless, the mountain zone located south 

and west of King Faisal Model Village remained an excellent 

source for grazing and firewood collection and the mountain 
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zone was rich in vegetative cover similar to the former 

village as they were both located in the same mountain zone. 

The relocation of the local people of Al-Habalah 

Village to King Faisal Model Village did not dispossess the 

relocatees from ownership of their property at the old 

village. The majority of the relocatees still owned their 

property at the former village. After relocation, a majority 

still returned there. Those who stopped did so because of the 

inaccessible routes, its isolation, and absence of public 

services. They were happy and busy with their new life at the 

new location, and they were no longer interested in the old 

village. Relocatees who kept returning to the former village 

did so for enjoyment and remembrance. Some continued 

cultivating the land as a means of utilizing the resources. 

Because the location of the former village is 

adjacent to Asir National Park, the village's natural 

panorama as well as the strange location attracted many 

visitors from the Park. With the number of visitors 

increasing, the National Company for Tourism was established 

in 1994 to serve the public and utilize the economic 

potential. The company established a cable car which 

transported visitors from the highland on the top of the 

cliff to the village below. It also provided services to the 

visitors, such as modern restaurants, cafeterias, 

playgrounds, a fancy hotel, bathrooms, mosque, fire 
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department, health center, food store, garage, and police 

station. The company walled off the upper part of the cliff 

to prevent people from falling off the cliff. With the 

establishment of the National Company for Tourism, a portion 

of the relocatees were enticed to return to the village to 

cultivate and sell their agricultural products to tourists at 

the village itself, thus eliminating the need to transport 

their agricultural products to local markets. Further, five 

relocatees were permitted to establish a restaurant to serve 

tourists with the traditional food and drinks of the local 

people, such as Arabic coffee and tea. 

The old routes to the former village were still 

utilized by the local population who returned there. Most 

relocatees used the main route, Alshartah, because it 

descended directly into the village. The relocatees and the 

National Company for Tourism enhanced this route for use by 

both the local people and the tourists. While most of the 

relocatees had no access problem, others complained they did 

and they wished to use the cable car free of charge because 

they were the original population of the village. Except for 

the five owners of the restaurant, who had free use of the 

cable car to transport supplies, free use of the cable car by 

the remaining local people had not as yet been settled. More 

coordination, arrangements, and discussion were needed to 

settle this problem. 
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In conclusion, the literature review on voluntary 

relocation indicates that certain incentives motivate a 

population to relocate voluntarily. These incentives might 

include improved economic conditions, the government's 

promise of a better life, the availability of public services 

which include education, health centers, utilities, roads, a 

mosque or a church, potable water, social clubs and other 

community services lacking at the old location. Other 

incentives for voluntary relocation may be the quality of the 

environment, the opportunity for greater social relations, or 

the offer of compensation and mutual trust. A better location 

with rich natural resources or free access to the commons 

would also play a major role in voluntary relocation. 

For the population of Al-Habalah Village, the 

inaccessibility and isolation of the village contributed to 

the absence of public services. Therefore, the goal of this 

relocation was humanitarian, it was to solve the population's 

problems by relocating them to a site that provided them 

services and enabled them to enjoy a better life. Relocation 

allowed the relocatees to benefit from the nationwide 

development that was occurring and which the population could 

not have experienced at Al-Habalah because of its extreme 

isolation and rugged location. In fact, the voluntary 

relocation of the population induced positive social changes 

within the tribe in addition to positive economic 
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improvements and benefits. The new location, King Faisal 

Model Village, provided all means of public service. Each 

family was given a large farm and a new house. The 

availability of greater job opportunities and the nvimber of 

employees increased over that at the former village. The 

ralocation was to a familiar host population and a familiar 

land which featured excellent soils for a people whose 

principle occupation had been agriculture. The new location 

contributed to education for all members of the tribe. While 

the woman's role at the former village was one of herder, 

farmer, and firewood collector, here women have been provided 

opportunities for schooling and jobs. The Al-Habalah 

population had suffered from severe isolation and social 

fragmentation. Relocation enhanced strong social 

relationships by reuniting members of the tribe. Further, 

relocation did not dispossess them of their properties at the 

former village. There is no evidence in the literature that 

this has occurred anywhere else in the world. Relocatees 

continue to farm at their former village and also to benefit 

economically from tourism, which has become a major factor at 

the village. In conclusion, the population of Al-Habalah is 

in a very unique situation. Not only was the population 

voluntarily relocated, it still retains the use of its old 

land. 
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A combination of factors can contribute to a 

successful location: Negotiations between officials and those 

subject to relocation are important. This will help to create 

mutual trust and point out obstacles that need to be 

considered. The participation of the people in decision

making as well as the offer of more than one selection site 

may be used as an incentive to increase their willingness to 

relocate. Soils in the new location should be fertile to 

promote productive cultivation. In addition, providing a full 

array of public services, such as public schools, a health 

center, a mosque or a church, social clubs, a transportation 

system, and electricity will entice the relocatees to remain 

in the new location. Relocation is enhanced by settling the 

people with a familiar host population, which prevents 

hostilities between the old and new population. Further, 

establishment of a follow-up program may overcome problems 

the population experienced initially at the new location. 

Recommendations 

The relocation of the local people of Al-Habalah 

Village to King Faisal Model Village was the first- of its 

kind in the Asir region and was done for humanitarian 

reasons. This relocation brought many benefits to the people. 

First, it did not dispossess the relocatees from ownership of 

their former land. In addition, they were relocated to one of 

the best agricultural locations in the region with good 
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soils, accessibility and public services. The relocation 

increased the number of agricultural jobs, provided larger 

farms, and better homes. And, the relocation reunited the 

tribe after a long period of separation because of the 

difficult location of the old village. The relocatees felt 

happy at the new location. 

To instill a greater sense of pride and encourage 

future improvements, the local people, the Department of 

Social Affairs, and the city of Ahad Rufaidah should 

undertake to maintain and upgrade the new village. It is 

suggested that the following points be considered at King 

Faisal Model Village: 

• The area that had been designated for gardens which 

were never built should be planted with local plants and 

provided with amenities and children's play equipment should 

be installed to be used by the population. This will 

contribute to the attractiveness of the village and encourage 

the population to keep the village clean. 

• The local people should plant more native trees in 

the village, especially on streets, around the entrances of 

homes, and around public and private buildings. This, too, 

will contribute to the beauty of the village. 

• The areas in the village which are reserved for use 

as playgrounds for children should be prepared properly and 
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equipped with swings, benches, soft soils, grass, and similar 

amenities. 

• More garbage containers are needed, especially in 

areas around gardens and playgrounds which are located in the 

center of the village. The use of containers will contribute 

to the village's cleanliness. 

• Manure from animal herds in the village should be 

transported to the farms, not collected and located in the 

village itself. This produces an unsanitary environment, bad 

smells, and attracts flies and rodents. The manure is a 

natural fertilizer which can contribute to soil fertility at 

the farm. 

• Animal herders should control their animals within 

the village. Uncontrolled animals grazing in the village may 

be killed by passing cars. 

• Animal herders need to be instructed in the 

principles of animal husbandry to go as reduce traditional 

grazing practices which require so much of their time and 

effort. This can minimize salary for foreign laborers. 

• Farmers should adopt new methods such as drip 

irrigation which can be financed by resorting to interest-

free loans for equipment and free consultatoins available 

from the Agricultural Bank at Asir. This can conserve water 

and increase agricultural production. Farmers should also 

consider conversion from traditional agriculture methods. 
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which require greater effort and provide less revenue, to 

other modern farming methods, such as the use of manufactured 

fertilizers, selective seeds and greenhouse production in the 

winter. 

• Because the village is close to the largest markets 

in the region, farmers should plant agricultural products 

which have high market demand, such as fruits and vegetables. 

• Relocatees can benefit from the Saudi Lending Bank 

by obtaining interest-free loans for enhancement and 

restoration of their homes when needed. They can also obtain 

interest-free loans from the Saudi Real Estate Bank for 

erecting a new home. 

The following recommendations, which apply to Al-

Habalah Village, are a way for the tourist company to 

maintain the appeal of the old village as a tourist 

attraction. 

• The natural landscape at the village should be 

protected by controlling the number of man-made 

infrastructures, such as roads, restaurants, and hotels. 

• The cultural attributes of the village, such as 

architecture, old irrigation systems, the cemetery, farms, 

routes, and the rope pulley system used for delivering goods 

from the rim to the village should be repaired and enhanced 

to restore the flavor of the past. 
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• Native plants should be used throughout the 

village. Use of native plants should be increased because: 

water is available; soils are appropriate; they fight erosion 

run-off by stabilizing soils; and they will beautify the 

landscape. The use of exotic plants should be discouraged. 

• Native plant species should be protected and 

reserved for economical and medical purposes. Although this 

may be achieved through signs that ask tourists not to damage 

them by trampling, or cutting as firewood, fencing may be a 

necessity. 

• New physical improvements are needed to control the 

increasing number of visitors and vehicles. Without these 

improvements, more plants will be destroyed. This can be 

controlled by adding more and larger parking lots and 

designated trails on the highland above the village. 

Consideration should also be given to limiting the number of 

visitors to the village at any given time. 

• Designated trails in the village itself are 

crucial. These trails can guide the movement of tourists to 

specific places and also protect plants and soils from 

trampling and destruction. 

• Greater attention must be directed to the problem 

of waste disposal (garbage and other materials). 

• Signs are also needed above the village to advise 

visitors against throwing rocks from the highlands on the 



144 

cliff to the village below. Such actions are dangerous 

because of the risk of accidents to people in the village. 

• Signs need to be posted prohibiting vandalism and 

graffiti to keep the village from being degraded. 

• Fences should be installed around the southern part 

of the cliff to contain visitor movement and prevent 

accidents. 

• To reduce the pressure of visitors on the village, 

new viewing sites should be developed by establishing more 

trails or by restoration of the old routes within the village 

which lead to a new site south and southwest of the village. 

• Shops and commercial areas around the village and 

along the roads which lead to Al-habalah Village should 

retain the indigenous forms and materials and thus maintain 

the present view. 

• The National Company for Tourism should provide the 

local people of Al-Habalah Village with more job 

opportunities, such as tourist guides, interpreters, security 

guards and waiters. This will enhance and foster a positive 

relationship between the company and the local people. 

Limitations of the Study 

Some limitations were encountered during the 

preparation of this study. Secondary data relating to the 

relocation of the local people of Al-Habalah Village was 

limited. Absence of detailed information or studies about the 
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features of the landscape in both locations was considered a 

limitation and dictated the need for extensive field 

observation. Because the relocatees were so busy, 

appointments and waiting for the interviewees was time 

consviming. Absences of some of the relocatees limited the 

choice of the author who had intented to interview the entire 

male population. Further, movement at the rugged and 

inaccessible location of Al-Habalah Village for observation 

was risky and time consuming. 
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APPENDIX A 

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR OFFICIALS OF MINISTRY OF 

SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

Hello, I'm , a Ph.D. student 

at the University of Arizona, U.S.A., sponsored by King Saud 

University. I'm conducting a study about the relocation of 

the Al-Habalah population. I would appreciate it if you would 

answer these questions about this matter. 

1. Why were the local people of Al-Habalah Village 

relocated? 

2. Can you tell me who was responsible for their relocation? 

Explain. 

3. How was the new place chosen? 

4. Before relocation, had any study been done to assess the 

suitability of the new location? Explain. 

5. Were the local people consulted prior to this action? 

Explain. 

6. Were there negotiations with the local people about the 

relocation? Explain. 

7. If there was negotiation, was there agreement on the 

relocation? 

8. Have the people suffered hardships as a result of the 

relocation? 

9. If yes, what have these hardships been? 

10. Has anything been done to soften these hardships? 



147 

11. Have the villagers been compensated for the relocation? 

12. How would you describe Al-Habalah Village in terms of 

vegetation, soil, water, climate, wildlife, geology and 

topography? 

13. How would you describe the new location in terms of 

resources similar to those at Al-Habalah such as: 

Water Grazing lands 

Fertile Soils Firewood 

14. In the new location, do the local people practice the 

same agricultural and grazing activities as in their 

former village? 

15. Are public services available in the new location that 

were not available in the old village? Explain. 

16. Have customs changed as a result of moving to the new 

location? Explain. 

17. In your opinion, what are the major differences between 

the old village and the new village? 

18. Do the local people have adequate productive lands? 

Explain. 

19. Are there any problems or disagreements that exist 

between the relocated people and the host population? 

Explain. 

20. Have the local people been separated from their tribe by 

the relocation? Explain. 
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21. Are there any differences in contagious diseases between 

the old and new village? 

22. Do you think the relocation has been successful? If yes, 

what were the major factors that contributed to its 

success? If no, what were the major factors that 

contributed to lack of success? 
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APPENDIX B 

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE LOCAL PEOPLE 

Hello, I'm a student and I'm studying your relocation 

from the old village to the new village. I'd appreciate it if 

you answered some questions. 

1. Did you live in the former village? (If no, end 

interview.) 

2. Do you like your new location? 

3. How did you feel about your relocation at the time it 

occurred? Explain. 

- Were there good points about it? Explain. 

- Were there bad points about it? Explain. 

4. What were the reasons for your relocation? 

5. Did you agree to the relocation? Explain. 

6. Has the relocation caused hardships? 

Yes No 

7. If yes, what type of hardships have you experienced 

because of the relocation? 

8. Has the relocation separated you from your tribe? 

9. Have you received any support from the government? 

Explain. 

10. Do you have sufficient resources in the new location, 

such as Water Grazing lands 

Fertile soils Firewood 
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11. Have you experienced hardships in acquiring these 

commodities? If yes, explain. 

12. Do you have easy access to all your grazing and farming 

activities? Explain. 

13. Do you have basic public services in the new location? 

What are they? 

14. Are there differences in customs in the new location? 

Explain. 

15. Are there disagreements between you and the host 

population? Explain. 

16. Did you continue to go to your former village after your 

relocation? 

17. Do you still have access to your former village? 

Yes . Explain. No . Explain 

18. Do you still utilize resources from your foinner village 

such as Firewood Cultivation 

Grazing Property 

19. What features did you like about your former village? 

20. What was your job before you were relocated? 

21. What is your job now? 

22. Did you have a constant monthly income? 

Yes No 

23. What is your relationship to your former village now as 

a tourist site? 
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4. Given the choice between the new village and the old 

village, which one would you prefer? Why? 
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APPENDIX C 

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS FOR THE NATIONAL COMPANY FOR TOURISM 

Hello, I'm , a Ph.D. student at 

the University of Arizona, U.S.A., sponsored by King Saud 

University. I'm conducting a study about the relocation of 

the Al-Habalah population. I would appreciate it if you would 

answer these questions about this matter. 

1. Please describe Al-Habalah Village in terms of 

vegetation, soils, water, climate, wildlife, geology, 

topography and cultural resources? 

2. Do the relocated people from Al-Habalah still own their 

property in the old village? 

3. What were their activities in the fomner village? 

4. Do they still have access to the resources they used when 

they lived there? Explain. 

5. Are they allowed to utilize resources at Al-Habalah 

Village? 

6. Why was Al-Habalah Village chosen as a tourist site? 

7. When did the National Company establish its tourism 

activities at Al-Habalah Village? 

8. Has the population benefitted from tourism? 

9. How would you describe the present relationship between 

the National Company for Tourism and the local people? 
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