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Places of Cultural Significance 

• History 

− Places associated where people lived, places associated with 
Creation 

• Natural Resource Use 

− Traditional Gathering Areas 

− Traditional Hunting Areas 

− Springs 

• Ceremony/ Sacredness 

− Burials 

− Vision Questing 

− Places of Regional, World, and Local Balancing 
Ceremonies 



Modeling Southern 

Paiute Landscapes 
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Basic Concepts of Southern Paiute 
Cultural Landscapes 
• Southern Paiute epistemology  

− Puha: how this energy force 
defines, influences, and 
connects natural resources, 
people, and places.  

• Elements of the universe  
− The basic components from 

which the world is 
composed  

• Making and using tools 
− Especially important here is 

the cycle of use including 
ritual deposition  

 

• Place  
− A discrete locus of power 

within the larger mosaic of a 
cultural landscape. 

 

• Cultural Landscape 
− The incorporation of places 

and networks of 
connectivity which forms a 
larger mosaic of the 
importance of the land for 
an ethnic or stakeholder 
group. 
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Elements of the Universe 

• The elements of the universe 

include types of air, water, 

rocks, minerals, topographic 

features, plants, and animals.  

 

− Each element and its various 

types have different 

personalities, intensities of 

power, and networked 

relationships with people 

and other elements  

 

• The elements of the universe 

each have a personality, 

much like humans who vary 

in disposition and character 

 

− Elements are attracted to 

people and other elements. 

They can negotiate 

relationships, sharing power 

in some relationships and 

denying it in others  
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Making and Using Tools 

• Numic people begin the life cycle of tools by talking to 
the natural resources from which the tool is to be made.  

 

• Numic people often make new tools and return them to 
the land as an offering of thanks. 
−  A tool may be a perfectly made object that is never used but 

is instead returned to the quarry that has always provided the 
people with tool stone.  

 

− Offerings also may be medicine plants, animal parts, or other 
objects that are given to a cave as ceremonial thanks for the 
knowledge of how to use resources in curing, or for a wish 
granted  
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Places 
• The concept of power argues that 

the fundamental meaning of a place 
derives from the power(s) it 
exhibits. 
− Humans are attracted to these 

powerful places and incorporate 
them into their culture. 

 

• Power is dispersed in a network of 
relationships among the elements of 
the universe 
− Relationships that most resemble 

spider webs. At various points in 
this web, power is concentrated 
producing powerful places, which 
are then recognized and 
commemorated by humans 

 

 

• Powerful places tend to attract 
other powerful elements  

 

• Indian people tend to look first at 
the rock on which the painting and 
peckings occur, and then look 
around for medicine plants. 

 
− The basic assumption of 

interpretation is that the place had 
to be powerful before the rock 
paintings or peckings were made 
there.  
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Cultural Landscapes 
• Cultural landscapes are spatially larger cultural phenomena than places. 

  

• Cultural landscapes are composed of various types of places that are 
connected in various ways.  

 

• The concept of cultural landscape derives from the notion that people’s 
historical memory is anchored on the land, that their cognition of the land 
is shared among them today, and that it is transferred over generations  

 

− There are places that have a central purpose or role in the lives of 
Paiute people and have certain characteristics and are connected in 
predictable ways with other types of places to form landscapes 
illustrating a culturally-based logic of place and landscape. 
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Cultural Landscapes 

• Places are interconnected and linked together to 

make a holistic Southern Paiute Landscape 

• The five types of landscapes are: 

1. Holy Landscapes 

2. Storyscapes 

3. Regional Landscapes 

4. Ecoscapes 

5. Landmarks 



Places- Southern Paiute 

History 
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West Bench 
Pueblo 

Southern Paiute elders and UofA 

ethnographers visited West Bench Pueblo 

because it contains remnants of houses and 

numerous pieces of black on white pottery. 

The black on white pottery originated from 

the Virgin River area, which is part of 

traditional Southern Paiute territory. This 

site is believed to be the location of a 

permanent Paiute settlement. 
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Jacob’s Pool 

Located near Jacob’s Pool are rock art 

panels. Given the rugged terrain, the group 

were not able to hike to the panels, however 

a connection can be made between the rock 

art and the spring. Rock art is often 

associated with springs in Southern Paiute 

territory. Springs are not only necessary to 

survival, but also a source of puha. The rock 

peckings near Jacob’s Pool are possible 
ceremonial, in order to perform a healing of 

the place, or in order to show respect for the 

power of the spring.  

 

Jacob’s Pool may also be a ceremonial place 

on a pilgrimage trail to the top of the 

Vermillion Cliffs. 
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San Juan Paiute Homestead 

Up until the mid 1930s members of the San Juan Paiute tribe lived in this area 

of Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. The Blue Lee (Aipara) family 

irrigated their fields with water from the Paria River and raised various crops 

and herded sheep. Additionally, they traded with the Euro-American families 

living in the area that had farms and a trading post. 
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Horse Valley 

In a response to the impacts of large-

scale colonization and disease 

epidemics, the Southern Paiutes along 

the Santa Clara developed several 

coping strategies. Some Paiutes 

continued to live and farm along the 

Santa Clara but on a much-reduced 

scale. Some worked for the Mormon 

settlers and others moved to mining 

camps and towns while others 

retreated to the Shivwits plateau as a 

region of refuge. 

 



Southern Paiute Natural 

Resource Use Areas 
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Intermediate Disturbance 

• Theory by Joseph Connell (1978) “Diversity in 
Tropical Rain Forests and Coral Reefs “ 
Science 199(4335): 1302-1310. 

 

• Theory suggests that biodiversity and 
biocomplexity are increased in ecosystems 
where intermediate disturbances occur in both 
time and space. 
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Increasing Biodiversity and Biocomplexity 

• Burning to create patch 
ecologies- particularly Indian 
Rice grass (waii) 

 

• Whipping Piñon Pine trees to 
promote tree growth during 
pine nut harvesting. 

 

• Creating Natural Resource 
Partners with Beavers along 
the Santa Clara River 
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Twin Point 

Indian people discussed with the UofA 

team that it was common to gather agave 

near the edge of the Grand Canyon and 

that agave was 

often prepared near the area it was 

collected. 

Twin Point was probably an 

important gathering area for 

Southern Paiutes. Found along 

the rim of the canyon are 

numerous agave roasting pits. 
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Willow Gathering Site 
Southern Paiutes have developed many 

ways to promote a sustainable 

environment. Paiute ecosystem 

management often involves pruning, 

plucking, and burning like Indian Rice 

Grass or waii and Indian Tobacco or 

sawak wape. They must be burned in 

order to increase the number of plants 

growing in a specific area and to ensure 

that the plants will continue to grow in 

that precise location.  
Three Leaf Sumac (Willow) is a key material 

used in basket and cradleboard weaving. In 

order to use the willows they have to be a 

certain length, and they must be straight and 

flexible. To ensure that the stems grow straight 

and are desirable for weaving, they are pruned 

annually. By pruning, they are promoting 

healthy productive plant growth in addition to 

shaping the perfect weaving material. 
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Condor Release Site 

San Juan Paiute cultural 

consultants stated that condors 

represent a source of recognized 

power. San Juan Representatives 

describe the Condor as a source of 

danger.  

 

One elder stated, “This bird has power 

but power to hurt people, only 

medicine men could not be hurt by 

these birds. Don’t touch the snake, the 

rattlesnake, don’t touch the condor, 

stay away from the big spider.” 
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Signature Rock 

Prior to Euro-American encroachment, Southern 

Paiutes would have used this area to gather 

numerous medicinal and other use plants. The 

water source would have sustained either a 

permanent settlement or a temporary camp. It is 

possible that people, who lived at West Bench 

Pueblo traveled to Signature Rock to gather plants 

or hunt. 



Ceremonial Places 
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Little Black Mountain 

The meaning of a given rock marking or 

panel is neither intended for the public or 

widely shared by a community or ethnic 

group; rather, the exact meaning is revealed 

to humans individually. 

Tumpituxwinap derives from supernatural 

authorship, whether it is made by spirits or 

revealed to the individual who then writes 

down on the rock what the spirits have 

revealed to the individual. 

The rocks were once alive, were once people, 

but became rocks for human benefit. The 

writings on them related to this transformation 

and are part of the cosmos. The strong beliefs 

that the rocks are alive, have power, and 

spiritual value, and fit into the larger scheme 

of things, corroborate the ethnographic 

conclusion that the Indian worldview 

perceives that all the world is alive, its 

components all interconnected and 

interdependent, and that power or knowledge 

is revealed to individuals through dreams and 

private visits to such locations as rock art sites. 



University of  Arizona 29 

Diamond Butte 
Diamond Butte is a high point in 

a relatively low-lying area; it is 

a self-voiced protuberance 

located along the landscape; that 

is to say, a place that speaks to 

people. This striking feature is 

possibly a power spot. High 

points are generally viewed as 

power spots. Puha is called 

down by these places and then is 

dispersed across the landscape. 

Further contributing to the 

concentration of puha is that 

Diamond Butte is a volcanic 

feature. Volcanism is viewed as 

an activity in which the Earth is 

reborn and renewed. 



University of  Arizona 30 

Little Springs Lava Flow 

Little Springs has evidence that Indian people 

interacted with the lava flow and the near by 

volcano for ceremonial purposes. Ceremonies 

were conducted on the lava flow itself. Trails 

were constructed across the flow leading to 

geologic structures called “hornitos.” At these 

hornitos, pottery would be placed along the edges 

in order to catch the lava as it is forced to the 

surface. The lava then engulfs the pottery and 

subsequently the lava cools and the sherd rocks 

are formed. Indian people believe that the sherd 

rocks were most likely used as ceremonial objects 

or offerings. 

Little Springs is part of a series of connected 

places that constitute a ceremonial local 

landscape in the Uinkaret district of the 

Arizona Strip. 
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Namapweap Nampaweap is a complex rock art site that is part 

of a series of sites that make up a local 

spiritual landscape on the Arizona Strip. 

Accompanying the Tumpituxwinap at this site are 

a spring and a rock shelter. In Southern Paiute 

territory, rock art is often associated with springs. 

Springs are needed to sustain life and are sources 

of puha. Caves and rock shelters are also 

associated with rock art. They are knowledge and 

power seeking places that are both physically and 

spiritually connected to rock art panels. 



Cultural Landscapes of the 

Arizona Strip 
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Some Assumptions on Pilgrimage Trails 

• Ceremonies are conducted at places with high concentrations of puha 
and thus it would be too dangerous for people who were not religious 
specialists to stay for long periods at ceremonial places. Therefore people 
who use a ceremonial area must have had to travel to it from safe home 
bases.  

• Southern Paiutes would have come from oasis-based agricultural villages 
located away from ceremonial places else where, like those located north 
of Mount Trumbull in the Kanab Creek area, the Virgin River area near 
present day Zion National Park and the Santa Clara River area 

• People traveling to the Mount Trumbull area would have used the major 
trails leading to this portion of the Arizona Strip. Many of the trails have 
been given Anglo names because Euro-Americans traveled these trails 
during the exploration and expansion periods. These old Indian trails cut 
across large portions of the Arizona Strip and into Utah and Nevada.   
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Pilgrimage Trails on the Arizona 
Strip 

• Mount Trumbull is connected to two local landscapes.  

• The first is a ceremonial landscape that focuses on a pilgrimage to Toroweap 
Overlook (and Vulcan’s Throne) at the North Rim of the Grand Canyon.  

• The second local landscape utilizes Mount Trumbull as a power spot on a 
pilgrimage to a ceremonial landscape at Vulcan’s Anvil at the bottom of the 
Grand Canyon.  

• Both local landscapes involve trails along the pilgrimage which lead in Mount 
Trumbull followed by a visitation at Nixon Spring. One landscape, and perhaps 
both given the spiritual needs of the pilgrims, involve purification, acquiring 
puha, and puhapah at Little Spring.  

• It seem likely, given what we know at this time, that the two landscapes are 
interactive inasmuch as they conclude where past lava flows from the North Rim 
have filled the Colorado River from top to bottom forming a massive upstream 
lake. Evidence of former lava flows exist in abundance at the Vulcan’s Anvil, 
Vulcan’s Throne, and Lava Falls are. 
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