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ABSTRACT 

This research study, entitled Domestic Violence: A 

Profile of the Victim in Pima County, took 1990 information 

from the Pima County Attorney's Office Adult Diversion 

Program, and compiled a profile of the domestic violence 

victim in Pima County. Data was derived from police reports 

and questionnaires answered by the participants which were 

contained in files at the Pima County Attorney's Office. 

It was shown that the subjects displayed a number of 

similar specific characteristics. They were between the 

ages of 25-44, had 0-3 children, were Caucasian or Hispanic, 

had the gross yearly income between 0-20,000 dollars. It 

was also shown that the majority of the domestic violence 

came from a spouse or an unmarried partner, that the 

incidents involved alcohol and that the subjects suffered 

minor injuries which required little or no medical 

treatment. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A huge man knocked on the door of a house. A 
middle aged woman wearing a denim skirt and blouse 
with dark hair answers and says 'May I help you?' 
'Are you Sarah Conner?' he responds. 'Yes,' she 
replies and he then proceeds to pull out a large 
gun and shoot her dead in a violent manner (The 
Terminator. Hemdale Films, 1982). 

There is a long chase, the smaller being is 
pursued by the larger being for no apparent reason 
except that they obviously don't like each other. 
The smaller acts fast and obtains a bomb from out 
of nowhere and hands it to the larger. Within 
seconds, the bomb goes off, and the unfortunate 
recipient is left on the floor in several pieces. 
The more fortunate walks off unharmed and 
seemingly very proud of himself (Metro Goldwyn 
Meyer, 1991). 

He lured his victims, most of them black males and 
homosexual, from shopping malls, bus stops, and 
bars by offering them money to pose for pictures 
at his apartment where he then drugged them with 
sedatives, strangled and dismembered them (People 
Weekly. August 12, 1991, p. 35). 

These are a small sample of the type of violence 

Americans are all exposed to every day and . .we all 

suffer from it, directly and indirectly ..." regardless of 

socioeconomic status, ethnicity, or religious affiliation 

(Goode, 1984, p. 23). With so much violence in the media, 

it is not surprising that Americans live in an extremely 

violent society with thousands of people murdered in the 

United States each year, and thousands of people raped and 
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assaulted every year (Langone, 1984). There is one type of 

violence, however, that is so serious that it prompted C. 

Everett Koop, the Surgeon General of the United States, to 

give a speech about it in 1982, and that is domestic or 

family violence. During his speech, Koop went so far as to 

say that ". . . if we truly care about human life, if we 

truly care about the future of our society, then we have to 

move to confront the terrible implications of family 

violence in America" (Goode, 1984, p. 237). Yet, despite 

such a clear statement that something must be done, domestic 

violence is still not readily talked about or made an issue 

of research, due to the fact that it is seen as 11. . . the 

dark side of the basic human organization. . . (Goode, 1984, 

p. 239). 

Domestic or family violence can be defined as 

assaultive behavior against spouses, children and/or other 

family members (Besharov, 1990). Such behavior can include 

beating with or without weapons, yelling and screaming, or 

threats of violence. There is generally a primary abuser 

and a victim. What is extremely horrifying, however, is 

that millions of households experience a crime of violence 

in any given year (Langone, 1984). Yet we still know almost 

nothing about what causes this violence as current research 

leaves much to be desired (Besharov, 1990). 
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One area that needs to be examined is the specific 

qualities, if any, that are possessed by the domestic 

violence victim (Follingstad, 1990). Such information would 

be valuable in order to adequately provide services and 

shelters that would allow them to survive and overcome the 

violence in their lives, as well as enacting stronger laws 

punishing abusers and protecting the victim (Goode, 1984). 

This study provides information in the form of a profile of 

the domestic violence victim in Pima County, Arizona. 

Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study was to compile data collected 

by the Pima County Attorney's Office Adult Diversion Program 

for the domestic violence offenders regarding the domestic 

violence victims into a profile. This profile was of the 

typical victim in Pima County whose abuser had been arrested 

and had been accepted into the diversion program. The 

profile will be comprised of the following components: 

1. The gender of the victim. 

2. The age of the victim. 

3. The ethnicity of the victim. 

4. The relationship between the abuser and victim. 

5. The employment status of the victim. 

6. The economic status of the victim's family. 

7. The alcohol and drug use involved in the domestic 

violence. 
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8. The level of injury the victim incurred. 

9. The frequency of domestic violence occurrences. 

The hope was that with such a profile the Pima County 

Attorney's Office will be able to establish a program 

specifically designed for these victims. 

Assumptions 

There are several assumptions that were made for 

purposes of this study. They are as follow: 

1. The administrators of the initial assessment, 

intake, police reports, and information forms were 

unbiased when taking the information. 

2. The questionnaire used by the diversion program is 

sufficiently valid and reliable to produce 

meaningful data. 

3. The individuals answering the questionnaire were 

competent, able to read and understand the 

questions, and answered them openly and 

truthfully. 

Limitations 

This study is based only on those victims whose abusers 

was arrested in Pima County and accepted into the Pima 

County Attorney's Office Adult Diversion Program. 

Therefore, it is only a valid profile for these victims and 

not those outside the realm of identification. 
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Definition of Terms 

The following terms will be utilized for the remainder 

of this study. 

Abuser. The person who has been arrested for 

physically harming, or threatening to harm, another 

individual in an intimate, sexual, peer, family, or 

cohabitative relationship. 

Domestic Violence. As defined by the Arizona Revised 

Statutes, Criminal Code 13-3602: 

Domestic violence means any act which is a 

dangerous crime against children, if the 

relationship between the victim and the defendant 

is one of marriage or former marriage or of 

persons of the opposite sex reside or having 

resided in the same household or if the victim and 

the defendant or the defendant's spouse are 

related to each other by consanguinity or affinity 

to the second degree (p. 532). 

Gross Family Income. The amount of money a family 

earned each year prior to taxation. 

Physical Abuse. Any act in which one person touches 

another person in a violent manner which can include 

pushing, kicking, pinching, spitting, punching, hitting, 

choking, burning, stabbing, pulling hair, clubbing, or 
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throwing objects. This act is intended to cause physical 

damage to the victim. 

Socioeconomic Status (SES). Socioeconomic status which 

is categorized and labeled lower, middle, or upper class, 

and is dependent on the yearly gross income of a family. 

Threatening Abuse. When one person emits verbally that 

they will cause physical harm to another person, and the 

recipient of the threat believes that it will be carried 

out. 

Victim. "Some person or thing destroyed or injured by 

some action, accident, or circumstance" (Webster's 

Dictionary. 1975, p. 311) . In the case of domestic 

violence, this person is injured, harmed or threatened by 

another individual in an intimate, sexual, peer, family, or 

cohabitative relationship. 

Summary 

"Violence is our fastest-growing public health problem" 

(Langone, 1984, p. 1). One of the most prevalent forms of 

violence in our society today is domestic violence (Langone, 

1984). However, relatively little is known about it, 

especially about what the victim of such abuse looks like 

(Besharov, 1990). 

This study provides a profile of a victim in Pima 

County whose abuser is participating in the Adult Diversion 

Program. The profile was derived from information obtained 
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by counselors working for the program. This profile may 

lead to the development of programs in Pima County to aid 

such victims in their familial relationships. Chapter 2 

will be a literature review and will provide current 

information on violence, domestic violence, and the domestic 

violence victim. 
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CHAPTER 2 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Introduction 

In recent years, interest has grown in exploring 

America's proneness for violence, including identifying the 

causes as well as the effects on the American society. This 

chapter will review what has been written about violence in 

America, domestic violence in general, and concludes with 

what is known about the domestic violence victim. 

Theories on Violence 

"Violence in all its aspects has grown to become one of 

the major public health problems in American society today" 

(from a November 1982 speech by Dr. C. Everett Koop, Surgeon 

General of the United States) (Goode, 1984, p. 19). 

Historically, there have been two different forms of 

explanation, which are now both considered to be prominent 

factors, for the violence in American society today. The 

first is called nature, and relies on biological aspects 

that humans are born with for its explanation of violence, 

such as chromosomes, hormones, and a specific part of the 

brain which causes violence to be inherent in humans. The 

chromosome theory stems from the fact that some men have 

been found to have an extra Y chromosome in their DNA 

makeup, and these men have tended to be more violent than 
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those with the regular XY chromosomal makeup (Langone, 

1984). "Men with this extra chromosome are unusually tall, 

somewhat retarded, highly sexually motivated, and they may 

be more aggressive than normal males" (Langone, 1984, p. 

42). There has been a lot of controversy surrounding this 

theory, however. Some recent information has lead some 

researchers to say 

. . . the extra Y chromosome . . . may not 

necessarily make a man directly violent: rather 

. . . XYZ men may have learning disabilities and 

lower intelligence, and that these disadvantages 

may be what starts them on a life of crime. . . 

(Langone, 1984, p. 43). 

Another biological explanation of violence concentrates 

on the role of hormones, chemicals that originate in the 

endocrine glands and regulate certain physical reactions 

(Langone, 1984). At Rutgers University it was found that 

giving synthetic sex hormones, especially those responsible 

for development of masculine characteristics, increased the 

potential for aggressive behavior in male and female 

offspring, and another study found that boys whose mothers 

had been treated with a sex hormone .were subject to more 

disciplinary action in school, and their daughters grew more 

angry more often and with more intensity than those whose 

mothers had not had the hormone treatment (Langone, 1984). 
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This theory, too, has been associated with some controversy, 

and many critics say that it takes environmental factors 

along with these hormones in order to make an individual 

violent (Langone, 1984). 

The third nature theory is that man is inherently 

violent, and there are certain parts of the brain which 

presuppose the human race to be violent. Evidence for this 

theory is said to be found in the fact that animals close to 

humans have been seen to be violent (Gunn, 1973). For 

example, "... male langur monkeys sometimes invade a 

troop, drive out the resident male, and then kill young 

infants (Langone, 1984, p. 14). In addition, ". . . several 

prominent scientists and writers have suggested that because 

we evolved from animals with violent instincts, we, too, 

carry such impulses about in us like time bombs" (Langone, 

1984, p. 16). It has also been proven through different 

experiments, such as removing both temporal lobes from 

rhesus monkeys, and studying those with some destruction of 

the septum, that there are three areas of the brain which 

are specifically related to violence in humans (Gunn, 1973). 

These areas are the hypothalamus, neocortex, and the limbic 

system (Gunn, 1973). Konrad Lorenz has even gone so far as 

to say that "... there cannot be any doubt . . . that 

intraspecific aggression is, in man, just as much a 

spontaneous instinctive drive as in other higher 
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vertebrates" (Langone, 1984, p. 18). This view has also 

come under fire with the argument that the evidence of 

inherent aggression in animals, no matter how closely 

related, cannot be proof of such a thing in human beings 

(Langone, 1984) . 

There is an opposing view to the causes of violence in 

humans, which is called the nurture view. This view is 

based on the theory that humans develop their ability to act 

violently toward each other from the environments in which 

they live. One such theory which attempts to explain 

America•s tendency toward violence goes back to early 

frontier life. This view was first expressed by historian 

Joe Franz in a 1968 paper, as he wrote 

. . . the experience of frontier life brought out 

less desirable traits in Americans: their greed 

and their disregard for human life . . . the timid 

never gathered the riches, the polite nearly never 

. . . the frontiersmen were without concern about 

social values. . . (Goode, 1984, p. 28). 

Frantz believes that such violence, which was brought about 

by the harsh frontier environment, just continued to be an 

accepted way for Americans to live (Goode, 1984). 

Another such theory suggests that aggression and 

violence is learned rather than an inherited response 

(Langone, 1984). This has been supported by a number of 
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experiments and observations in both animals and humans, 

such as teaching instinctive enemies like the cat and mouse 

to live together without hostility (Langone, 1984). In 

addition, studies of child abuse has shown that these 

children who are deprived of love and beaten often become 

child abusers themselves when they become parents. 

There have also been said to be specific environmental 

factors which influence an individual's tendency toward 

violence (Gunn, 1973). These factors were expressed by 

former U. S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark when he wrote 

Most crime in America is born in environments 

saturated in poverty and its consequences: 

illness, ignorance, idleness, ugly surroundings, 

hopelessness. . . . Every major city in America 

demonstrates the relationship between crime and 

poor education, unemployment, bad health, and 

inadequate housing (Langone, 1984, p. 27). 

Such an environment has been said to produce a negative 

self-concept, especially in regard to behavior, a tendency 

to look outward for control, and repeated criminal behavior 

all of which are said to contribute to violence (langone, 

1984). 

The current theories tend to combine the ideas of 

nature and nurture, saying that 11. . . violent actions 

cannot be explained simply by drawing attention to single 
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causes. . . (Langone, 1984, p. 13). This view is never more 

true than in the case of domestic violence where a variety 

of factors tend to contribute. 

One popular approach to the study of family violence is 

called the Sociological Approach (Russell, 1988). This 

approach emphasizes the family as a system embedded within 

the larger society and combines cultural antecedents with 

socioeconomic factors to explain family violence. Such 

cultural factors which are suggested to be prevalent in 

this approach are "... historical sanctions or norms 

supportive of violence against women, and familial 

background characteristics, including an individual's 

experience with family violence in childhood" (Russell, 

1988, p. 178). Along with these, the sociological approach 

contends that isolation of the family and socioeconomic 

factors such as unemployment and low income increase the 

likelihood of violence in the family (Russell, 1988). What 

this approach emphasizes is that there are several things 

contributing to domestic violence, and in order to 

understand it ". . . the entire system must be considered 

with variables interacting as parts of the whole" (Pagelow, 

1984, p. 9). 

Domestic Violence 

"You are more likely to be physically assaulted, 

beaten, and killed in your own home at the hands of a loved 
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one than anyplace else, or by anyone else in our society" 

(Gelles fit Straus, 1988, p. 18). According to the 

literature, such familial violence takes two primary forms 

called spouse abuse and child abuse, and each can be broken 

down into different dimensions (Sigler, 1989). To begin 

with, spouse abuse is abuse which occurs between married 

individuals, and while it is generally believed that it is 

the wife who is the victim and the husband the abuser, some 

research has shown that the number of husbands who are 

abused by their wives is almost equal (Pagelow, 1984), but 

because husbands are usually physically stronger than their 

wives, wife abuse results far more frequently in physical 

injury, therefore, the literature tends to look at wives as 

the victims and husbands as the abusers (Goode, 1984). 

Typically, it is the physically abusive situation that is 

focused on with one explanation being that those cases and 

examples that are outrageously severe receive more attention 

because the public responds to severe physical damage 

(Sigler, 1989). This type of physical abuse can be defined 

as any use of force with intent to do harm (Sigler, 1989), 

and can include such acts as slapping, hitting, beating, 

pushing, pinning down, or struggling with (Pagelow, 1984). 

There are, however, other types of violence in abusive 

marital relationships, such as psychological and emotional 

abuse (Sigler, 1989). 
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The most hidden, most insidious, least researched, and 

perhaps the most damaging form of intimate victimization is 

psychological and emotional abuse (Gelles & Straus, 1988). 

Because it is difficult to identify the specific factors 

that cause psychological or emotional damage in individuals, 

it is the intent of the abuser that determines this type of 

abuse (Sigler, 1989). This type of abuse is used to reduce 

the ability of victims to defend themselves (Sigler, 1989), 

through the use of belittling, scorning, ignoring, tearing 

down, harping, and criticizing (Gelles & Straus, 1988). The 

third form of spouse abuse is neglect, which ". . . can 

range from the subtle denial of access to life-maintaining 

resources, such as food and medical attention" (Sigler, 

1989, p. 12). This type of abuse tends to be one in which 

wives are generally the victims due to the fact that men are 

still the primary breadwinners in some families, and have 

traditionally controlled the financial resources of the 

family (Sigler, 1989). 

The literature has shown that there are some general 

causes that may turn a husband into a wife-batterer (Goode, 

1984) . The first of these are the fact that wife abusers 

tend to react to all problems and difficulties violently, as 

if it were the only solution, and that they feel the 

husband's role is always to dominate and control while the 

wife's role is to submit and obey (Goode, 1984). They also 
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tend to have low self-esteem, negative self-concepts, and 

feel helpless, inadequate, and ashamed (Sigler, 1989). 

While these are considered to be psychological factors, 

there are also environmental factors involved. The first of 

these is that abusers come from violent homes (Sigler, 

1989). Occupational status and unemployment have also been 

linked with spousal abuse (Sigler, 1989), with the typical 

abuser being employed part-time or not at all and a total 

income in the poverty level causing him to worry about 

economic security and to be very dissatisfied with his 

standard of living (Gelles & Straus, 1988). Finally, wife 

abusers tend to be between 18 and 24 and married for less 

than 10 years. 

There are also a number of common characteristics of 

women who are victims of abuse (Sigler, 1989). To begin 

with, abused women are more likely to come from families 

that encouraged passivity and controlled emotions, in 

addition to isolating themselves socially, assuming 

responsibility for the abusive situation (Sigler, 1989). 

They also tend to be plagued with low self-esteem, negative 

self-concepts (Sigler, 1989), complicated by the fact that 

they are bound to the relationship by economic hardship, the 

fact that they have children who need a father's economic 

support, and they doubt they can get along alone (Gelles, 

1979). Pregnancy has also been shown to be related to the 
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frequency of abuse, with pregnancy increasing the incidence 

of violence (Sigler, 1989), as well as changing the nature 

of the violent attack from one focused on the fact to one 

more focused at the stomach (Gelles & Straus, 1988). 

Although it is true that men are often victims of domestic 

violence, there is no research that has focused on this 

phenomenon, therefore, there are no profiles of battered 

men. 

Child abuse is the type of family violence which has 

the longest tradition of theory and research, therefore, 

there seems to be much more known about it than other types 

of family violence (Finkelhor, Gelles, Hotaling, & Straus, 

1983). Child abuse includes such things as physical abuse, 

sexual abuse, psychological abuse, neglect and abandonment 

(Sigler, 1989). Physical abuse of children can be defined 

as . . the intentional nonaccidental use of physical 

force, or intentional nonaccidental acts of omission, on the 

part of a parent or other caretaker interacting with a child 

in his care, aimed at hurting, injuring, or destroying that 

child" (Pagelow, 1984, p. 48). It frequently results in 

bruises, broken bones, or other serious injury (Pagelow, 

1984) . 

Sexual abuse of a child refers to sexual relations 

between an adult and a child (Pagelow, 1984), and can be 

defined as the exposure of a child by an adult to any 
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experience designed to or reasonably expected to produce 

sexual stimulation in either party (Sigler, 1988). Physical 

force is not used in most cases when sexual abuse of 

children occurs at home, rather, the abuser uses enticement, 

persuasion, bribery, and verbal intimidation in order to get 

the child to cooperate (Sigler, 1989). Psychological abuse 

of a child occurs when there is exposure to an experience of 

psychological or emotional distress by an adult. This type 

of abuse, however, is extremely difficult to define due to 

the fact that it is difficult to know what is 

psychologically damaging to the child, as well as the fact 

that it is difficult to know the intent of the parent when 

subjecting their children to certain behaviors (Sigler, 

1989) . Such things as calling a child dumb, stupid, and 

other verbal attacks and destroying toys or favorite items 

can, however, be placed in the realm of psychological or 

emotional child abuse (Gelles & Straus, 1988). 

Lastly, child neglect and abandonment are acts of 

omission, and can be defined as 

. . .  a  c o n d i t i o n  i n  w h i c h  a  c a r e t a k e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  

for the child either deliberately or by 

extraordinary inattentiveness permits the child to 

experience avoidable present suffering and/or 

fails to provide one or more of the ingredients 

generally deemed essential for developing a 
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person's physical, intellectual, and emotional 

capacities (Pagelow, 1984, p. 54). 

With this sort of abuse, parents may fail to adequately 

feed, clothe, or supervise their children or simply and 

completely be psychologically unavailable to their children 

(Gelles & Straus, 1988). As with psychological abuse, 

neglect is difficult to prove in specific cases because 

determining whether the parents neglected their children by 

choice or because they did not have the financial means is 

sometimes difficult to know, however, it has been predicted 

that neglect occurs twice as frequent as physical abuse 

(Gelles & Straus, 1988). 

Although there are several different types of child 

abuse, there are common characteristics that those who 

commit any type of child abuse share. The first of these is 

that violent parents are likely to have also been exposed to 

violence (Gelles & Straus, 1988). Child abuse tends to be 

intergenerational in nature and those who are abused as 

children are at higher risk of abusing their own children 

(Sigler, 1989). Violent parents are likely to be social 

isolates, making little contact with neighbors (Sigler, 

1989), and have lived in their community for less than two 

years (Gelles & Straus, 1988), as well as being of a low 

socioeconomic status and are under social stress (Sigler, 

1989). In addition, there are also some personality traits 
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these parents possess (Sigler, 1989). The abuser is rigid 

with severe value systems, a strict disciplinarian, and 

exhibits mental or emotional deviation (Sigler, 1989). 

The most likely children to be abused are under the age 

of 13 with the most dangerous period between the ages of 

three months to three years because they are at their most 

defenseless (Gelles & Straus, 1988). Other than that, the 

primary characteristic of child victims is that they are 

born to parents who were abused as children (Sigler, 1989). 

Dimensions of Domestic Violence 

Even though there are some differences between spouse 

and child abuse, it is obvious that they are related and 

there have been found to be similar characteristics among 

all types of domestic violence. The first of these is 

called power differentials (Pagelow, 1984). In this 

instance, power refers to the ability to impose one's will 

upon another with or without consent or resistance by using 

force, and the term power differential refers to the fact 

that in abusive relationships, there is always a bigger or 

stronger one with the greater access to valued resources who 

impose their wills on other who are smaller, weaker, or 

without resources (Pagelow, 1984). In fact, power, 

confrontations, and perceived threats to domination are 

underlying issues in almost all acts of family violence 

(Gelles & Straus, 1988). 
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The second of these common factors is social isolation 

with abusive families tending to be isolated both from 

family support and the support of community organizations 

(Dickstein & Nadelson, 1989). Such isolation prevents 

detection, and allows the family to ignore positive social 

values and monitoring that might inhibit the violence 

(Bolton & Bolton, 1987). It also serves to keep resources, 

expertise, and the input of others from the family all of 

which would be helping factors to stop the violence (Bolton 

& Bolton, 1987). The next factor found in most violent 

families is alcohol use and chemical dependency (Pagelow, 

1984). This is, however, a correlational rather than a 

causal relationship (Pagelow, 1984), meaning that alcohol or 

drugs may serve as an excuse to allow a violent person a 

rational for disinhibition or discontrol rather than alcohol 

or drug causing the violence to happen (Dickstein & 

Nadelson, 1989). 

There are certain common effects that domestic violence 

has been shown to have on virtually all victims. The first 

of these is the development of low self-esteem, leaving them 

feeling worthless, powerless, helpless, and humiliated 

(Gelles & Straus, 1988). Battered women generally have 

feelings of shame, self-blame and were ashamed of being 

beaten (Gelles & Straus, 1988). They tend to feel that they 

deserve the beating because they provoked their partners. 
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Along with these psychological effects, there are also many 

physical problems reported by battered spouses such as 

backaches, headaches, fatigue, restlessness, loss of 

appetite, problems sleeping, in addition to a tendency to 

age prematurely looking 10 or 20 years older than they are. 

Child victims of child abuse have been shown to be more 

inclined than nonvictims to exhibit such symptoms as bed-

wetting, poor self-concept, a tendency to withdraw and 

become isolated, and a pattern of hyperactivity and tantrums 

(Gelles & Straus, 1988). In addition, these children suffer 

from poor developmental and personal competence and 

frequently enter adolescence with severe personal deficits 

(Gelles & Straus, 1988). Studies have shown that abused 

children in newly formed groups expressed fewer positive 

emotions, directed fewer positive and negative behaviors to 

peers, initiated less social interaction and engaged in less 

complex play behaviors than those children who were not 

abused (Hotaling, Finkelhor, Kirkpatrick, & Straus, 1988). 

Other studies have also shown that abused children, 

especially boys, have a much greater chance of becoming 

involved in juvenile crime (Gelles & Straus, 1988), and that 

these children are more likely to grow up to be violent and 

to abuse their own children (Hotaling, Finkelhor, 

Kirkpatrick, & Straus, 1988). 
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With such detrimental consequences, it is obvious that 

more research needs to be done in order to discover the 

causes of family violence as well as what can be done in 

order to prevent it (Hotaling, Finkelhor, Kirkpatrick, & 

Straus, 1988). This study was intended to do just that and 

the following chapter will explain the method and procedures 

for gathering the data, the Pima County Attorney's Office 

Adult Diversion Program, and profile the Pima County 

community. 
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CHAPTER 3 

METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

Introduction 

The purpose of this study was to compile a profile of 

the victims of domestic violence in Pima County. This 

chapter will outline the methods and procedures used, 

including the subjects, the Pima County community, data 

analysis procedures, and the study's limitations. 

Domestic Violence Program 

The information regarding the domestic violence victims 

was obtained from the 1990 files and questionnaires form the 

Pima County Attorney's Adult Diversion Program. The 

information in these files came from police reports, 

interviews by the diversion counselor, and questionnaires 

answered by the abuser and the victim. The diversion 

program was established in 1989 in order to give 

individuals, arrested in Pima County on domestic violence 

charges, an opportunity to learn new coping skills to help 

diminish their tendency for violence. This program is in 

lieu of prosecution, and all charges are dismissed upon 

successful completion of the program. There are several 

steps taken before an individual is actually accepted into 

the program, however. First, they are arrested, and at 

their pretrial hearing, they are ordered by the judge, as a 



33 

condition of their release, to contact the diversion office 

within 24 hours. Failure to do so results in their 

rearrest. Once they contact the office, they are set up for 

an interview with one of four diversion counselors. 

During the interview, several questionnaires are taken 

from both the offender and the victim if possible (Appendix 

B). The decision to accept or reject the individual for the 

program is made by the counselor, and is based on their 

answers. Those accepted generally have few or no prior 

arrests or domestic violence incidents, and caused minor or 

no injuries to their victim. Once accepted, they receive 

weekly counseling from the domestic violence counselor as 

well as other programs in the community, as deemed 

necessary, such as alcohol or drug counseling, and family or 

couples counseling. Currently, however, this program is 

only for the abuser, and no program exists at the Attorney's 

Office for the victim of the abuse. 

Subjects 

The subjects generated by this program were extremely 

diversified. They were both male and female, ranging in age 

from 16-75, come from Caucasian, Hispanic, and Asian races, 

and from lower, middle, and upper-class socioeconomic 

status. They were all from Pima County. They were 

identified as victims of domestic violence by the fact that 

they had been threatened or physically attacked and harmed 
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by another member of their family and/or household, and 

their abuser had been arrested on a domestic violence 

charge, and accepted into the Adult Diversion Program. 

Pima County Community 

Pima County is located in the state of Arizona, and is 

comprised of five diversions which are Ajo, Arivaca, Marana, 

Papago, and Tucson. There are 666,880 occupants, according 

to the 1990 census data. Tables 1-7 break down the 

different categories of population, population by race, sex 

by marital status, and households in Pima County. 

Domestic violence is broken down into eight categories 

in Pima County (personal communication with Bob Lehner on 

September 9, 1991). These categories are: 

1. Aggravated assault: includes bodily injury, use 

of weapon intended to cause harm, and injury 

requiring hospitalization. 

2. Vandalism/criminal damage: which is harm to 

property, including community property, such as 

breakage. 

3. Disorderly conduct: screaming and yelling so as 

to bother others. 

4. Misdemeanor: includes activities such as 

violating a restraining order. 
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Table 1 

Population Of Persons Bv Sex Bv Aae For Pima County (1990 

Census of Population and Housing^ 

Age Total Male Female 

All 66,880 326,266 340,614 

Under 1 8,622 4,437 4,185 

1-2 21,314 10,971 10,343 

3-4 19,974 10,232 9, 742 

5 9,934 5,134 4,800 

6 9,371 4,775 4,596 

7-9 28,327 14,345 13,982 

10-11 18,133 9,288 8,845 

12-13 17,251 8,850 8,401 

14 8,130 4,074 4,056 

15 8,295 4,268 4, 027 

16 8,205 4,205 4, 000 

17 8,642 4,445 4,197 

18 10,395 5,185 5,210 

19 12,749 6,371 6,378 

20 12,525 6,325 6,200 

21 11,835 5,882 5,953 

22-24 31,439 16,381 15,058 

25-29 56,625 28,920 27,705 
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Table 1—Continued 

Age Total 

30-34 57,990 

35-39 52,990 

40-44 45,108 

45-49 34,145 

50-54 28,110 

55-59 27,180 

60-61 11,162 

62-64 17,374 

65-69 30,369 

70-74 24,464 

75-79 17,985 

80-84 10,894 

85+ 7,764 

Male Female 

28,819 28,750 

26,397 26,593 

22,650 22,458 

16,584 17,561 

13,309 14,801 

12,875 14,305 

5,168 5,994 

7,814 9,560 

13,539 16,830 

10,839 13,625 

7,555 10,430 

4,176 6,718 

2,453 5,311 
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Table 2 

Population Of Total Hispanic Race In Pima County (1990 

Census of Population and Housing) 

Area Name Total Population Total Hispanic Origin 

Pima County 666,880 163,262 

Ajo Division 3,405 1,401 

Arivaca Division 36,365 8,868 

Marana Division 15,502 2,895 

Papago Division 7,785 382 

Tucson Division 603,823 149,716 
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Table 3 

Total Population of White And Black Races in Pima County 

(1990 Census of Population and Housing! 

Area Name White Not Hispanic Black Not Hispanic 

Pima County 454,919 19,455 

Ajo Division 1,726 5 

Arivaca Division 23,688 477 

Marana Division 12,022 181 

Papago Division 157 8 

Tucson Division 417,326 18,784 



39 

Table 4 

Total Population Of American Indian. Eskimo. Aleut. Asian, 

and Pacific Islander In Pima County (1990 Census of 

Population and Housing). 

Area Name American Indian Asian and 

Eskimo and Aleut Pacific Islander 

Not Hispanic Not Hispanic 

Pima County 17,005 11,228 

Ajo Division 256 17 

Arivaca Division 3,126 170 

Marana Division 308 83 

Papago Division 7,230 5 

Tucson Division 6,085 10,953 
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Table 5 

Total Population Of Other Not Hispanic (1990 Census Of 

Population and Housing) 

Area Name Other 

Not Hispanic 

Pima County 

Ajo Division 

Arivaca Division 

Marana Division 

Papago Division 

Tucson Division 

1,011 

0 

36 

13 

3 

959 
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Table 6 

Sex Bv Marital Status In Pima County (1990 Census of 

Population And Housing^ 

Total Male Female 

Never Married 145,255 80,606 64,649 

% 27.6 31.4 23.8 

Married but 

Separated 277,179 139,152 138,152 

% 52.7 54.7 50.8 

Separated 10,256 4,371 5,885 

% 2.0 1.7 2.2 

Widowed 36,150 6,262 29,888 

% 6.9 2.5 11.0 

Divorced 56,984 23,769 33,215 

% 10.8 9.4 12.2 
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Table 7 

Household Type And Size Of Pima County Households (1990 

Census Of Population and Housing! 

Total Family Nonfamily 

1 person 72,719 N.A. 72,719 

% 27.8 78.9 

2 person 90,499 74,737 15,762 

% 34.6 44.0 17.1 

3 person 39,860 37,282 2,578 

% 15.2 12.0 2.8 

4 person 33,014 33,014 771 

% 12.6 19.0 0.8 

5 person 15,398 15,200 198 

% 5.9 9.0 0.2 

6 person 6,190 6,132 58 

% 2.4 3.6 0.1 

7+ person 4,112 4,072 40 

1.6 2.4 0.0 
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5. Custodial interference: the noncustodial parent 

interferes with the custodial parent's rights, 

such as seeing the child without consent. 

6. Trespassing: violation of a protective order. 

7. Other assault: includes minor injury violations 

such as bruises or scratches as well as noninjury 

violations such as threats. 

8. Other felony: Those violations not encompassed by 

the previous assault charges. 

The number of occurrences for each category for 1990, 

according to the information in the Planning and Research 

Department of the Tucson Police Department and conveyed by 

Sergeant Bob Lehner (see Table 8). 

Procedures 

In order to conduct this study, it was necessary to 

obtain access to the 1990 files from the Pima County 

Attorney's Office which contained questionnaires answered by 

the victims and police reports. The information from these 

files was gathered and input into a computer at the Pima 

County Attorney's Office, and the profile was obtained from 

this computer. The information includes the sex, race, age, 

marital status, income level, and number of children of the 

victim, as well as the frequency of domestic violence and 

level of injury caused by the abuser to the victim. 

Information regarding the abuser is also available from 
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Table 8 

Type And Number Of Occurrences Of Each Type of Domestic 

Violence Categories (Personal communication. Bob Lehner. 

September 9. 199U 

Type Number of Occurrences 

Aggravated Assault 227 

Vandalism/Criminal Damage 836 

Disorderly Conduct 580 

Misdemeanor 246 

Custodial Interference 37 

Trespassing 193 

Other Assault 

Minor Injury 2317 

No Injury 1242 

Other Felony 4 
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the sane computer system (Hale, 1991). It should be 

mentioned that the Human Subjects Committee at the 

University of Arizona gave its approval for this study to be 

conducted (Appendix A). 

Summary 

This chapter looked at the methods used to gather data 

which were police reports, interviews, and questionnaires. 

This data was then input into and retrieved from the Pima 

County Attorney's Office computer system. The subjects were 

also defined as women and men ages 15-75, of Caucasian, 

Hispanic, and Asian races, and from lower, middle, and upper 

social classes. These subjects were defined as victims by 

the fact that their abuser was arrested on a domestic 

violence charge, and placed into the Adult Diversion 

Program. Finally, the analysis procedures were identified 

as nonparmetric procedures. In the next chapter, the 

results of this study will be explored, and the profile of 

the victim defined. 
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CHAPTER 4 

RESULTS 

Introduction 

This study was designed to compile information 

regarding victims of domestic violence from the Pima County 

Attorney's Office Adult Diversion Program into a profile. 

This profile was originally intended to be that of the Pima 

County domestic violence victim whose abuser had been 

arrested and had been accepted into the diversion program, 

and would include the following components: 

1. The gender of the victim. 

2. The age of the victim. 

3. The ethnicity of the victim. 

4. The relationship between the abuser and victim. 

5. The employment status of the victim. 

6. The economic status of the victim. 

7. The alcohol and drug involved in the domestic 

violence. 

8. The level of injury the victim incurred. 

9. The frequency of domestic violence occurrences. 

The hope was that this information could be used by the 

Adult Diversion Program in order to establish a program 

specifically designed for these victims. 



47 

Subj ects 

The subjects were 160 Pima County residents who were 

victims of domestic violence whose abuser had been arrested 

and placed into the Pima County Adult Diversion Program. 

They came from both genders, several different races, and 

different socioeconomic backgrounds. The specific 

demographic information of the subjects is included in the 

results. 

It was thought at the onset of this study that the 

victim of every abuser in the program was interviewed by a 

diversion counselor, however, this did not prove to be the 

case. Much of the information, therefore, was gathered from 

police reports, which were not as detailed as would have 

been ideal, and in addition, much of the information which 

was hoped to be gathered just was not available, again, 

leaving the profile not as detailed as was originally hoped. 

Instruments 

The information was obtained from the 1990 files and 

questionnaires form the Pima County Attorney's Adult 

Diversion Program. The information in these files came from 

police reports, interviews by the diversion counselor and 

questionnaires answered by the abuser and the victim. The 

information was input into a computer at the Pima County 

Attorney's Office, and the results were obtained from this 

computer. 
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Results 

Table 9 show results generated from the computer at the 

Pima County Attorney's Office, and is a profile of the Pima 

County victim of domestic violence. It should be noted that 

the discrepancy with regard to the numbers not adding up to 

160 or 100% is due to the fact that in some cases 

information was unavailable. The age of the victim was not 

always recorded in the file. Table 9 shows that most of the 

participants were between the ages of 25 and 44, and that 

there were no victims over the age of 69. Victims over the 

age of 44 account for only 9% of the reported sample. This 

data show that the age of the domestic violence victim seems 

to influence the incidence. 

Table 10 shows that all but three of the participants 

were either Caucasian or Hispanic. This result could be due 

to the fact that the prison population tends to be made up 

of a majority of minority individuals and the sample was 

taken from a population that were not being prosecuted. It 

could also be due to the fact that most of Pima County is 

made up of Caucasians and Hispanics. 

Table 11 shows that virtually the same amount of 

participants were employed and unemployed. This information 

was not available on every victim which accounts for the 

numbers not adding up to 160 or 100%. 
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Table 9 

Aae Of Study Victims 

Age Number % 

Under 18 6 4 

19-21 6 4 

22-24 6 4 

25-29 19 12 

30-34 23 14 

35-39 7 4 

49-44 10 6 

45-49 2 1 

50-54 3 2 

55-59 1 1 

60-64 4 3 

65-69 3 2 

70 and over 0 0 

97 57 
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Table 10 

Ethnicity Of Victims 

Ethnicity Number % 

Caucasian 92 58 

Hispanic 30 19 

African American 1 1 

Native American 2 1 

Other 0 0 

125 79 

Table 11 

The Employment Status Of The Victims 

Employment Status Number % 

Employed 49 31 

Unemployed 43 27 

92 58 
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Table 12 shows that a majority of the victims had an 

income level between 0-20,000 dollars annually. This is 

less than the poverty level identified by the United States 

Government. Again, this information was not taken from 

every victim. 

Table 12 

The Annual Income Of The Victim 

Annual Income Number % 

Under $10,000 84 53 

$10,001-20,000 50 31 

$20,001-30,000 18 11 

$30,001-40,000 0 — 

Over $40,001 2 1 

154 96 

Table 13 shows that a majority of the victims had from 

0-3 children, with 53% having 1, 2, or 3 children. Only 14 

had 4-6 children. 
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Table 13 

Number Of Children Each Victim Has 

Number of Children Number % 

None 40 25 

1 child 28 18 

2 children 40 25 

3 children 15 10 

4 children 8 5 

5 children 3 2 

6 or more children 3 2 

137 77 

Table 14 shows that the majority of the victims were 

abused by either their spouses or unmarried partner. 

Table 15 shows that the majority of the victims have 

been in a relationship with their abuser for less than one 

year. In addition, it shows that long term relationships, 

from 6-20 years appears to be hazardous to the victims. 
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Table 14 

Relationship Between The Victim And the Abuser 

Victim Relationship Number % 

Spouse 78 49 

Unmarried Partner 36 23 

Sibling 5 3 

Parent 3 2 

Other, Child, 

Ex-Spouse 14 9 

136 86 
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Table 15 

Length Of Time Each Victim Has Been In The Relationship With 

Their Abuser 

Time In Relationship Number % 

Less than 1 year 42 26 

2 years 11 7 

3 years 5 3 

4 years 15 10 

5 years 3 1 

6-8 years 19 12 

9-12 years 12 8 

13-20 years 20 12 

2 0-3 0 years 7 4 

Over 30 years 3 1 

137 84 
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Table 16 shows that the majority of the victims 

suffered either minor or no physical injuries. This could 

be due to the fact that those admitted into the Diversion 

Program are those who are less violent. 

Table 16 

Physical Injuries Incurred Bv The Victims 

Injuries Number % 

None 72 45 

Minor, No Treatment 64 40 

Moderate, Treatment 15 10 

Serious, Hospitalized 3 1 

154 96 

Table 17 shows that alcohol was used in some incidents, 

but not in others. However, it is interesting to note that 

only 28 of the incidents reported alcohol use, and only 42 

of the 160 victims reported this information at all, 

therefore, this may not be a true picture. 
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Table 17 

Alcohol Use At Incident 

Alcohol At Incident Number % 

Yes 28 18 

No 14 9 

42 27 

Table 18 shows that if alcohol was used during the 

incident it is most likely that it was in large amounts. 

Again, only 40 of the victims reported this information, so 

this may not be accurate. In addition, this area needs to 

be studied further, particularly, more information is needed 

about types of alcohol used by the abusers. 

Based on the data, it can be said that the majority of 

domestic violence victims in Pima County whose abuser was in 

the Adult Diversion Program have the following 

characteristics: (a) They are between the ages of 25-44 

years, (b) They are Caucasian or Hispanic, (c) They have 0-3 

children, and (d) They have a gross yearly income of 0-

20,000 dollars. It can also be said that the majority of 

the domestic violence comes from a spouse or unmarried 
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Table 18 

Amount Of Alcohol Used At Incident 

Amount Of Alcohol Number % 

Some Alcohol 6 3 

A Lot of Alcohol 22 14 

None 12 8 

40 25 

partner who they have been living with for one or less 

years. What the data shows regarding the employment status 

of Pima County domestic violence victims is that they are 

about equally divided between the employed and the 

unemployed categories. 

Summary 

In order to compile this profile, information was 

gathered from 160 victims of domestic violence who reside in 

Pima County. They were identified as victims by the 

circumstances that their abuser was arrested on a domestic 

violence charge and placed into the Adult Diversion Program. 

This information was input into a computer system at the 
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diversion program office and retrieved from that same 

system. Due to the unforeseen fact that not all of the 

victims of the abusers in the program were interviewed by 

the diversion counselor, much of the information was taken 

from police reports, or was unavailable at all, which 

resulted in the data being less abundant and detailed than 

was originally expected. The data did show, however, 

certain common characteristics, such as age, ethnicity, 

socioeconomic status, and the aspects of the violence, were 

displayed by the majority of the subjects. The following 

chapter will include a discussion of the conclusions and 

recommendations resulting from this study. 
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CHAPTER 5 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Introduction 

This study was designed to provide a profile of the 

domestic violence victim in Pima County. The subjects were 

identified as domestic violence victims by the fact that 

their abuser had been arrested on a domestic violence charge 

and placed in the Pima County Attorney's Office Adult 

Diversion Program. The information was gathered from files 

in the Pima County Attorney's Office which included police 

reports, interviews by the diversion counselor and 

questionnaires answered by the abuser and the victim. This 

information was then input into the computer system at the 

Attorney's Office, and the results were generated from that 

same computer system. 

The profile was to originally have contained nine 

different components relating to the victim: gender, age, 

ethnicity, relationship between abuser and victim, 

employment status, economic status, alcohol and drug use 

involved in the violence, level of victim injury, and the 

frequency of domestic violence occurrences. However, due to 

the fact that not all of the victims of the abusers in the 

program were interviewed by the diversion counselor, much of 
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the information was limited to police reports, or was not 

there at all. The missing information included gender, age, 

employment status, and annual income of the victims. In 

addition, much of the information regarding the domestic 

violence incidents themselves was not available, such as 

alcohol use, amount of alcohol, number of incidents, 

probability of reoccurrence of violence, and the 

relationship between the victim and the abuser. This 

resulted in a more abbreviated and less detailed profile 

than was initially hoped. 

Summary and Results 

Despite the lack of information, the final results did 

show a number of specific characteristics which a majority 

of the subjects displayed. First, the subjects tended to be 

between the ages of 25-44 years of age suggesting that those 

in early to middle adulthood were more likely to be victims 

of abuse. Next, the subjects were most likely to be of 

either Caucasian or Hispanic ethnicity, and tended to have 

0-3 children. In addition, the data revealed that the 

subjects were in families in which the gross yearly income 

was between 0-20,000 dollars. Probably the most important 

information showed the relationship between the abuser and 

the victim and the dynamics of the abuse. The study showed 

that (1) the majority of the domestic violence came from a 
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spouse or an unmarried partner who they have been living 

with for one year or less, (2) that the incidents involved 

"a lot" of alcohol, and (3) the subjects incurred minor 

injuries which required little or no medical treatment. 

Conclusions 

In light of these results, it seems that specific 

populations could be targeted for education and prevention 

programs. It would seem that because these subjects were 

generally in their early to middle adulthood, it would be 

beneficial to educate individuals residing in Pima County on 

domestic violence, its causes, effects, and preventions 

before they reach this at-risk age group. Such individuals 

would include high school students as. well as those early in 

college. Taking into account the result that showed a 

majority of the subjects had a gross yearly income of 

$20,000 or less, it would also seem necessary to concentrate 

efforts at education and prevention of domestic violence on 

those in the lower socioeconomic classes. Again, people in 

this income group would tend to be college students which 

would make prevention programs important at Pima Community 

College and University of Arizona student counseling 

services. Although it should be noted that this does not 

mean that domestic violence does not occur within families 

with higher incomes, as it has been shown in other research. 
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Finally, due to the fact that the subjects were in the 

relationship for one year or less and had 0-3 children, it 

would seem important that information regarding domestic 

violence as well as prevention strategies be given to any 

couple early in the relationship either through premarital 

or couples counseling, if at all possible. 

Recommendat ions 

From this study, some recommendations for therapists, 

training, program development and further research were 

generated. First it would seem vital for all therapists, 

because it is likely that all therapists will come into 

contact with domestic violence during their career, to be 

aware of the magnitude of domestic violence as well as its 

importance on the whole family unit. It would also seem 

vital that all therapists receive training on how to 

recognize and treat victims of domestic violence and their 

families. It is imperative that all therapists know of the 

specific resources in their community. 

Recommendations regarding program development are that 

programs aim at prevention through education. Because 

domestic violence thrives on the silence of its victims, it 

is important for any program to be as publicly vocal as 

possible in the hopes of encouraging the victims to speak 

out and seek help. Any program designed to help t he 
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victims of domestic violence must be prepared to deal 

specifically with the serious lack of self-esteem and self-

worth that will inevitably arise, as well as financial 

problems. It would also seem important that any program 

designed to help the abuser would also include some type of 

assistance for the victim. A program that did involve the 

victim as well as the abuser would help to break the cycle 

of the abuse by helping the entire system. 

Finally, further research would include more detailed 

information regarding the domestic violence victim. Such 

things as family background, what keeps them with the 

abuser, and some type of self-esteem inventory. The more 

detailed the information and profile, the easier it will be 

to develop a worthwhile program to help. This type of 

information would include things that I hoped to find, such 

as the family history of the victim, the alcohol or drug use 

by the victim, as well as the gender of each victim. 

Summary 

It should be noted that this study is based only on 

those victims whose abuser was arrested in Pima County and 

accepted into the Pima County Attorney's Office Diversion 

program in 1990. Therefore, it is only a valid profile for 

these victims and cannot be generalized to those outside of 

the realm of identification. There were also several 
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assumptions made for the purposes of this study. They are 

as follow: 

1. The administrators of the initial assessment, 

intake, police reports, and information forms were 

unbiased when taking the information. 

2. The questionnaire used by the diversion program is 

sufficiently valid and reliable to produce 

meaningful data. 

3. The individuals answering the questionnaire were 

competent, able to read and understand the 

questions, and answered them openly and 

truthfully. 

This study was hindered by the unforeseen circumstance 

of some of the victims of the abusers in the Adult Diversion 

Program not being interviewed by the diversion counselor. 

Much of the information, therefore, was taken only from 

police reports, or was unavailable. This resulted in a much 

less detailed and abundant profile than was originally hoped 

to be compiled. 

This is, however, the only known profile in Pima County 

of its domestic violence victims, and is therefore extremely 

useful to the Diversion Program and the community as a 

whole. It has provided valuable insight into what a Pima 

County Victim looks like, and this information can aid those 
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involved in the community in helping them. Although there 

are several programs which aim at rehabilitating the abuser, 

there are few which offer such assistance to the victim, and 

since it is only through rehabilitating the entire system 

that domestic violence will case to exist, many more victim 

programs need to be established. Hopefully, this study will 

aid in this process. 



APPENDIX A 

HUMAN SUBJECTS APPROVAL 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF 

Human Subject Committee ARIZONA 1690 N. Warren (B!dg. S26B) 
Tucson, Arizona 85724 
(602) 626-6721 or 626-7575 

HEALTH SCIENCES CENTER 

July 30, 1991 

Terry Randolph 
Department of Counseling and Guidance 
Education 218 
Main Campus 

RE: Victims of Domestic violence-A Profile 

Dear Mr. Randolph: 

We received your above referenced project. Regulations published 
by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services [45 CFR Part 
46.101(b)(5)] exempt this type of research from review by our 
Committee. 

Consult your department chairman for approval, the requirement of 
a subjects' consent form and any other departmental guidelines. 

Thank you for informing us of your work. If you have any questions 
concerning the above, please contact this office. 

Sincerely yours, 

William F. Denny, M.D. 
Chairman, 
Human Subjects Committee 

WFD:sj 

cc: Departmental/College Review Committee 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE QUESTIONNAIRE 
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Person Interviewed: 

D.V.D.P. Counselor: Date:_ 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVERSION PROGRAM 

Initial Assessment 

Defendant Partner 

Name: Name: 

Address: Address: 

Phone: (Home) Phone: (Home) 

(Work) (Work) 

(Message) (Message) 

Presently Employed: Yes No Occupation: 

Employer: Address: 

Length of time on present job: 

Less than 1-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 More than 
1 year years years years years 12 years 

Age: 
18-20 21-25 26-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 60+ 

Date of Birth: Social Security #: 

Last grade completed in school: 

<9th 9-12 1-2 A.A. 3-4 B.A. Grad. 
Grade H.S. College 

Where did you attend school:. 

Ethnicity: 
Caucasian Hispanic African Native Other 

American American 

Monthly Income: Gross: Take Home: 

Marital Status: Married Not Married Separated 
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Living Situation: Living with Not Married Separated 
Partner 

Number of Children: 
None 1 2 3 4 5 6+ 

Ages of Children: 

Number of Dependents: 
None 1 2 3 4 5 6+ 

Length of Time in Present Relationship Married and 
Unmarried: 

Less than 1-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 13-20 20-30 More a 
year yrs yrs yrs yrs yrs yrs 30 yrs 

Armed forces experience: Yes No 

If yes, did you serve during wartime: Yes No 

Please explain: 

Non-combat duty Combat duty 

Prisoner of War: Yes No 

If yes, please explain: 

Honorable discharge: Yes No 

Please explain: 

Have you ever been arrested in the past? Yes No 

Charges: 

Please explain: 



If yes, were you found guilty of a crime? Yes No 

Charges: 

Please explain: 

If yes, what was your sentence? Time served 

Probation Parole Diversion 

Name of Probation, Parole, or Diversion Officer: 

Name of Agency: 

Did you complete your sentence? Yes No 

If no: Violated Other: 

Multiple Offenses: 

Have you ever been involved in counseling or a mental health 
program? 

Yes No If yes, please explain: 

Name of counselor(s)/agencies: 

Have you ever been hospitalized for mental health reasons? 

Yes No If yes, please explain: 

Do you have any ongoing physical health problems? 

Yes No If yes, please explain:_ 
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Have you had any serious accidents or illnesses in the past? 

Yes No If yes, please explain: 

Do you drink alcohol: No Yes 

If NO: Did you ever drink? No Yes 

If YES: When was the last time you drank? 

Less than 1-3 3-6 6 mos 1-3 more than 
1 month ago mos. mos. mos. mos. 3 yrs ago 

What kind of drink? 

How much did you drink at a time? 

How often did you get drunk or loaded? 

Why did you stop? 

If YES: When was the last time you drank? 

Less than 1-3 3-7 1-2 3 wks- More than 
24 hrs ago days days weeks 1 mth 1 mth ago 

What kind of drink? 

How much do you drink at a time? 

How often do you get drunk or loaded? 

Do you want to change your alcohol-use pattern? 

Yes No Please explain: 
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Do you use drugs? No • Yes 

If NO: 

Did you ever use drugs? No Yes 

If yes, when was the last time you used drugs? 

Less than 1-3 3-7 1-2 3 wks- More than 
24 hrs ago days days weeks 1 mth 1 mth ago 

What kind of drugs? 

How much do you use at one time? 

How often do you use drugs? 

Do you want to change your drug-use pattern? Yes No 

Please explain: 

If YES: 

When was the last time you used drugs? 

Less than 1-3 3-7 1-2 3 wks- More than 
24 hrs ago days days weeks 1 mth 1 mth ago 

What kind of drugs? 

How much do you use at one time? 

How often do you use drugs? 

Do you want to change your drug-use pattern? Yes No 

Please explain: 

After the last incident of violence, did you tend to blame 
yourself? 

Yes No 

Blame your partner (or other victim)? Yes No 
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If you blamed someone or something else, specify: 

Have you been in other situations like this last incident? 
(arguments, fights, violence) 

Yes No 

If yes, when did you have the first incident? 

How long ago was that? 

Less Once a Every Every Every Every More 
than year 6-12 3-6 1-4 week than 
once months months weeks once a 
a yr week 

Has anyone been injured? Yes No 

Who: 

If yes, how often is someone injured? 

What is the worst injury someone has received in one of 
these incidents? 

Did they get medical treatment? Yes No 

If yes, please explain: 

Describe the incident which led to this arrest: 
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Was anyone injured? Yes No 

If yes, who? 

What sort of injuries were received? 

None Minor, no treatment needed 

Moderate, treatment needed Serious, hospitalization 
needed 

Permanent disability 

Did any of the following get involved at the time of the 
incident? 

no one Law officer Neighbors Counselors 

Other family members Medical personnel 

Minister or Priest Friends 

Others: 

Did any of these people discuss your problems with violence 
with you? 

Were you drinking or using drugs at the time of last 
incident or violence? 

No Some alcohol A lot of alcohol Drugs 

How upset were you after the last incident of violence? 

Not upset Slightly upset Upset Very upset 

In how many of the incidents were you drinking or using 
drugs? 

None of them Less than half Half the time 
the time 

More than half All of them 
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Have you used a weapon or an object as a weapon in any of 
these incidents? 

No Yes If yes, what? 

In how many of the incidents was a weapon used? 

None of them Less than half Half the time 

More than half All of them 

Do you have any weapons in your possession (car, home, 
etc.)? Yes No 

If yes, please explain: 

Would you be willing to get them out of the house? 

Yes No 

What will you do with them? 

What are the chances that another incident like the most 
recent one will happen again? 

Don't know Won't happen Probably not 

Fifty/Fifty Probably will Definitely will 

Who is available to give you support during troubled times? 

Family in town Friends (your own) Counselor 

Family out of town Friends (of both parents) 

Priest or clergy 



Is there anything else that you feel I should know about 
you? 

•Explanation of Diversion Program 
•Positive and negative consequences related to criminal 
justice system 
•Positive and negative effects related to individual, 
partnership, and children 
•Review of temporary contract 

Are you willing to sign a temporary contract and abide by 
the conditions of the contract? 

Yes No 



78 

PIMA COUNTY ATTORNEY'S 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVERSION PROGRAM 

ASSESSMENT SUMMARY 

DEFENDANT; 

Defendant: 

Date of Birth: Date of Arrest: 

Charge(s): 

D.V.D.P. Counselor: Date: 

ASSESSMENT PROCESS: 

Assessment Summary Based On: 

Initial Assessment Interview with Defendant: 

VICTIM: 

Second Assessment Interview with Defendant: 

VICTIM: 

In-Person Contacts with Defendant: 

OTHERS: Telephone Contacts: 

with Defendant OTHERS: 

PRIORS/HISTORY OF VIOLENCE/RELATED FACTORS 

Prior Offenses: 

History of Violence (Duration, frequency, severity): 
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Related circumstances/behavior patterns (substance abuse, 
stress factors, etc): 

PERFORMANCE D.V.D.P. RE: CONTRACT CONDITIONS 

Summary of contract compliance: 

D.V.D.P. RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Recommendation 

1. Disposition Diversion Prosecution 

Dismiss 

2. Length of Diversion 3 months 6 months Other 

3. Comments: 

COUNTY ATTORNEY RESPONSE 

Regarding: 

1. Disposition Diversion Prosecution Dismiss 

2. Length of diversion: 3 months 6 months other 

3. Comments: 

Signed: Date: 
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PIMA COUNTY ATTORNEY'S 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVERSION PROGRAM 

DIVERSION CONTRACT 

A. The primary goal of my participation in this program is 
to ELIMINATE VIOLENCE IN THE HOME. 

B. I understand that, while Anger and Conflict are a 
normal part of family life, I WILL NEVER JUSTIFY THE 
USE OF VIOLENCE in my family. 

C. I understand that, abusive behavior is a relationship 
issue in which each partner MUST BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
HIS/HER OWN BEHAVIOR 

D. The primary goal of my participation in the Domestic 
Violence Program is to LEARN AND DEMONSTRATE the skills 
which will prevent any further violence or abuse in my 
relationships with partner and family members. 

CONTRACT CONDITIONS 

1. Contract with family members 

2. Attendance and participation in Services: 
a. 

b. 

3. Limits on Alcohol/Drug use: 

4. Additional restrictions on contact with 
Individuals/Places/Weapons: 

5. Monitoring contacts with D.V.D.P. Counselor: 
a . 
b. 

6. Fee Payment for D.V.D.P. ($25.00 in a money order or 
30 hours community service). 
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CONSEQUENCES 

POSITIVE CONSEQUENCES; 

1. My compliance with the conditions of this Contract will 
keep me eligible for D.V.D.P. participation and 
continue the suspension of my prosecution on Domestic 
Violence Charges. 

NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES; 

1. Another Domestic Violence offense will result in MY 
REMOVAL FROM THE PROGRAM and my prosecution on Domestic 
Violence charges by the County Attorney. 

2. A violation of other conditions on this Contract will 
result in additional conditions and restrictions. 

3. More than one violation will put my D.V.D.P. status at 
risk, leading to prosecution on Domestic Violence 
charges. 

4. 

THIS IS A TEMPORARY CONTRACT UNTIL THE COUNTY 
ATTORNEY'S OFFICE ACCEPTS THE DEFENDANT FOR 
PARTICIPATION IN THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVERSION 
PROGRAM. 

Signed; Date: 

Signed: Date: 
D.V.D.P. Counselor 

PERMANENT CONTRACT 

This contract will continue in FULL force until such 
term that the charges against the defendant are 
dismissed per the County Attorney's Office with the 
Domestic Violence Diversion Program. 

Signed: Date: 

Signed; Date: 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVERSION PROGRAM 

ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST 

No Remorse 
Denial/Minimization 
Victim not involved 
in violence/abuse 
Severe injury 
requiring medical 
attention 
Severe emotional 
trauma to victim 
Children observing 
violence 
Endangerment of 
children/other 
family members 
Use of weapon/object 
as weapon 
Extensive history 
of violence 
History of escalating 
intensity of violence 
Previous criminal 
justice involvement 
re: violence 

Previous treatment 
to address violence 

Previous D.V.D.P. 
involvement 

Violated conditions 
of D.V.D.P. temporary 
contract 

Remorse 
Responsibility for actions 
Mutual violence/abuse 
with victim 
No severe injury 
Minimal emotional trauma 
reported by victim 
No children observing 
violence 
No endangerment of 
family members 
No weapon 

No priors re: violence 

No previous treatment 
re: violence 

No previous D.V.D.P. 
involvement 

Complied with conditions 
of D.V.D.P. temporary 
contract 
Positive prognosis -
assessed by service 
provider 

No extensive history 
of violence 
No escalating intensity 

Negative prognosis -
assessed by service 
provider 
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DEFENDANT'S STATEMENT 

Be it remembered on this day of , 
19 , that you , after 
having been advised, before making any statement with 
reference to the offense you have been charged with, 

THAT you have the right to remain silent THAT anything 
you say can and will be used against you in a court of 
law should you not satisfactorily complete the Adult 
Diversion Program and THAT you have also the right to 
have an attorney present here and now. 

Do you read, write, and understand the English language? 

Do you understand your rights? 

Do you desire an attorney here and now? 

Understanding your rights, are you prepared now to give a 
voluntary statement? 

Mv Voluntary Statement is as Follows: 

Defendant's Signature/ 
Date 

Witness' Signature/Date 
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Name: 

Interviewer: Date: 

HAS YOUR PRESENT PARTNER DONE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING TO YOU? 
CHECK IF THE ACT HAS HAPPENED ONCE, TWICE, THREE TIMES, MORE 
THAN THREE TIMES, OR DID NOT OCCUR. FOR EXAMPLE. . . 
(Interviewer demonstrates how to use the checklist). 

ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Slap 

Grab 

Punch 

Push 

Kick 

Push to 
ground 

Choke 

Bite 

Pull hair 

Twist arm 

Pin to 
ground or 
wall 

Hold 
(against 
will) 

Hit with 
object 

Beat up 

Use gun 

Use knife 
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ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Use other 
weapon 

Force to 
have sexual 
inter
course 

Force to 
have sex 
with other 
people, 
object, 
animals 

Break 
objects 

Throw 
objects 

Break down 
door 

Throw 
food 

Punch fist 
through 
wall 

Harm or 
neglect 
pet 

Threaten 
to hit or 
abuse 

Threaten 
to sexually 
abuse 

Threaten 
to destroy 
property 
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ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Express 
intense 
jealousy 

Threaten 
to kill 

Threaten 
to commit 
suicide 

Force 
partner to 
do something 
against his/ 
her will 

Tell her/ 
him what 
she/he can 
and cannot 
do 

Be verbally 
aggres
sive 

Other 

What kind of injuries were sustained as a result of these 
acts: 

Swelling Wounds from use Broken 
of weapons nose 

Broken Scratches Bruises 
nose Black eye Muscle 
Need of surgery spasms 

Other: 
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Name: 

Interviewer: Date: 

HAVE YOU EVER DONE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING TO YOUR CURRENT OR 
MOST RECENT PARTNER? CHECK IF THE ACT HAS HAPPENED ONCE, 
TWICE, THREE TIMES, MORE THAN THREE TIMES, OR DID NOT OCCUR. 
FOR EXAMPLE. . . (interviewer demonstrates how to use the 
checklist). 

ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Slap 

Grab 

Punch 

Push 

Kick 

Push to 
ground 

Choke 

Bite 

Pull hair 

Twist arm 

Pin to 
ground or 
wall 

Hold 
(against 
will) 

Hit with 
object 

Beat up 

Use gun 

Use knife 
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ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Use other 
weapon 

Force to 
have sexual 
inter
course 

Force to 
have sex 
with other 
people, 
obj ect, 
animals 

Break 
objects 

Throw 
objects 

Break down 
door 

Throw 
food 

Punch fist 
through 
wall 

Harm or 
neglect 
pet 

Threaten 
to hit or 
abuse 

Threaten 
to sexually 
abuse 

Threaten 
to destroy 
property 
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ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Express 
intense 
jealousy 

Threaten 
to kill 

Threaten 
to commit 
suicide 

Force 
partner to 
do something 
against his/ 
her will 

Tell her/ 
him what 
she/he can 
and cannot 
do 

Be verbally 
aggres
sive 

Other 

What kind of injuries were sustained as a result of these 
acts: 

Swelling Wounds from use Broken 
of weapons nose 

Broken Scratches Bruises 
nose Black eye Muscle 
Need of surgery spasms 

Other: 
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Name: 

Interviewer: Date: 

HAS YOUR FATHER OR MORE EVER DONE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING? 
CHECK IF THE ACT HAS HAPPENED ONCE, TWICE, THREE TIMES, MORE 
THAN THREE TIMES, OR DID NOT OCCUR. FOR EXAMPLE. . . 
(Interviewer demonstrates how to use the checklist). 

ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Slap 

Grab 

Punch 

Push 

Kick 

Push to 
ground 

Choke 

Bite 

Pull hair 

Twist arm 

Pin to 
ground or 
wall 

Hold 
(against 
will) 

Hit with 
obj ect 

Beat up 

Use gun 

Use knife 
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ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Use other 
weapon 

Force to 
have sexual 
inter
course 

Force to 
have sex 
with other 
people, 
obj ect, 
animals 

Break 
objects 

Throw 
objects 

Break down 
door 

Throw 
food 

Punch fist 
through 
wall 

Harm or 
neglect 
pet 

Threaten 
to hit or 
abuse 

Threaten 
to sexually 
abuse 

Threaten 
to destroy 
property 
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ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Express 
intense 
jealousy 

Threaten 
to kill 

Threaten 
to commit 
suicide 

Force 
partner to 
do something 
against his/ 
her will 

Tell her/ 
him what 
she/he can 
and cannot 
do 

Be verbally 
aggres
sive 

Other 

What kind of injuries were sustained as a result of these 
acts: 

Swelling 

Broken 
nose 
Need of surgery 

Other: 

Wounds from use 
of weapons 
Scratches 
Black eye 

Broken 
nose 
Bruises 
Muscle 
spasms 
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Name: 

Interviewer: Date: 

HAVE YOU EVER DONE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING TO PREVIOUS 
RELATIONSHIP PARTNERS (DATING, LIVE-IN OR MARRIED)? CHECK 
IF THE ACT HAS HAPPENED ONCE, TWICE, THREE TIMES, MORE THAN 
THREE TIMES, OR DID NOT OCCUR. FOR EXAMPLE. . . 
(Interviewer demonstrates how to use the checklist). 

ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Slap 

Grab 

Punch 

Push 

Kick 

Push to 
ground 

Choke 

Bite 

Pull hair 

Twist arm 

Pin to 
ground or 
wall 

Hold 
(against 
will) 

Hit with 
object 

Beat up 

Use gun 

Use knife 
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ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Use other 
weapon 

Force to 
have sexual 
inter
course 

Force to 
have sex 
with other 
people, 
obj ect, 
animals 

Break 
objects 

Throw 
objects 

Break down 
door 

Throw 
food 

Punch fist 
through 
wall 

Harm or 
neglect 
pet 

Threaten 
to hit or 
abuse 

Threaten 
to sexually 
abuse 

Threaten 
to destroy 
property 
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ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Express 
intense 
jealousy 

Threaten 
to kill 

Threaten 
to commit 
suicide 

Force 
partner to 
do something 
against his/ 
her will 

Tell her/ 
him what 
she/he can 
and cannot 
do 

Be verbally 
aggres
sive 

Other 

What kind of injuries were sustained as a result of these 
acts: 

Swelling Wounds from use Broken 
of weapons nose 

Broken Scratches Bruises 
nose Black eye Muscle 
Need of surgery spasms 

Other: 
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Name: 

Interviewer: Date: 

HAVE YOU EVER DONE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING TO ONE OF YOUR 
FAMILY OR ANOTHER MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD? CHECK IF THE 
ACT HAS HAPPENED ONCE, TWICE, THREE TIMES, MORE THAN THREE 
TIMES, OR DID NOT OCCUR. FOR EXAMPLE. . . 
(Interviewer demonstrates how to use the checklist). 

ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Slap 

Grab 

Punch 

Push 

Kick 

Push to 
ground 

Choke 

Bite 

Pull hair 

Twist arm 

Pin to 
ground or 
wall 

Hold 
(against 
will) 

Hit with 
object 

Beat up 

Use gun 

Use knife 
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nNPF TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
ONCE TWICh m THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Use other 
weapon 

Force to 
have sexual 
inter-
course 

Force to 
have sex 
with other 
people, 
obj ect, 
animals 

Break 
objects 

Throw 
objects 

Break down 
door 

Throw 
food 

Punch fist 
through 
wall 

Harm or 
neglect 

Threaten 
to hit or 
abuse 

Threaten 
to sexually 
abuse 

Threaten 
to destroy 
property 
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ONCE TWICE THREE MORE THAN DID NOT 
THREE TIMES OCCUR 

Express 
intense 
jealousy 

Threaten 
to kill 

Threaten 
to commit 
suicide 

Force 
partner to 
do something 
against his/ 
her will 

Tell her/ 
him what 
she/he can 
and cannot 
do 

Be verbally 
aggres
sive 

Other 

What kind of injuries were sustained as a result of these 
acts: 

Swelling Wounds from use Broken 
of weapons nose 

Broken Scratches Bruises 
nose Black eye Muscle 
Need of surgery spasms 

Other: 
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Name: Date: 

What do you and your partner argue over most? Rate in terms 
of frequency. 

VERY FREQUENT SOMETIMES RARELY NEVER 
FREQUENT 

Housekeeping 

Sex 

Socializing 

Money 

Children 

Commitment to 
relationship 

Ways to talking 
to each other 

Who makes the following decisions? 

WIFE HUSBAND BOTH 

Buying a car 

Having children 

What house or apartment 
to choose 

What job your wife/ 
husband should take 

Whether you should go 
to work or quit work? 

How much money a week 
to spend on food 

How much money to spend 
on entertainment 

Where to go out for 
an evening 
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