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SINO-JAPANESE POLIT ICAL  RELATIONS 

BEFORE THE F IFTH CENTURY A .D .  

Po - ju  L i  

The  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ar i zona ,  1984  

D i rec to r :  Tao  J ing -shen  

The  purpose  o f  th is  thes is  has  been  to  t race  the  

deve lopment  o f  S ino -Japanese  re la t ions  f rom the  ea r l i es t  

records  o f  the  end  o f  the  second  cen tury  B .C .  th rough  the  

f i f th  cen tury  A .D . ,  and  in  so  do ing  to  seek  to  unders tand  

the  spec i f i c  na ture  o f  these  re la t ions .  

These  re la t ions  were  charac te r i zed  by  the  inves t i ­

tu re  and  t r ibu ta ry  sys tems .  These  sys tems  a re  d iscussed  and  

ana lyzed  in  de ta i l ,  f rom the i r  o r ig ins  in  the  o ld  

"commandery -and-d is t r l c t "  f euda l i sm o f  p re -Han  t imes  to  the  

u l t imate ly  pervas ive  ro le  they  exer ted  th roughout  a l l  o f  

Ch ina 's  fo re ign  a f fa i rs .  

Concur ren t  h is to r ica l  deve lopments  i n  Ch ina ,  Japan  

and  Korea  a re  no ted ,  and  the  under ly ing  re la t ionsh ips  

be tween  these  even ts  and  the  sys tem o f  inves t i tu re  a re  

i l l us t ra ted  and  exp lo red .  



CHAPTER 1  

INTRODUCTION 

Some s tudents  o f  h is to ry  a t tempt  to  exp la in  in te r ­

na t iona l  a f fa i rs  by  examin ing  the  ro les ,  in ten t ions ,  and  

po l i t i ca l  t ac t i cs  o f  spec i f i c  ind iv idua ls  ho ld ing  Impor tan t  

pos i t ions  in  ru l ing  organ iza t ions  o r  by  ana lyz ing  spec i f i c  

in te rna t iona l  con tac t .  However ,  i t  i s  be t te r  to  examine  the  

reasons  why  fo re ign  po l i cy  has  fu l f i l l ed  par t i a l  domest ic  

po l i t i ca l  t ac t i cs  and  measures .  A lso ,  bes ides  s tudy ing  

po l i cy  f rom perspec t ives  o f  the  in te rna t iona l  re la t ion  wh ich  

ex is ted ,  the  consc iousness  and  Idea logy  o f  the  ru l ing  c lan ,  

as  we l l  as  the  po l i t i ca l  s t ruc ture  and  h is to r ica l  t rad i t ion  

under l ing  consc iousness  and  idea logy  must  be  ana lyzed .  Th is  

thes is  pa r t i a l l y  answers  th is  ques t ion  by  t ak ing  S ino -

Japanese  po l i t i ca l  re la t ion  as  an  example .  

Wi th  these  p rob lems  in  mind ,  th is  thes is  examines  

the  func t ions  o f  Ch ina  ' s  fo re ign  po l i cy  in  the  Eas t  As ian  

s ta tes  th rough  the  contac t  w i th  Japan  o r  to  examine  the  

common po l i t i ca l  th reads  c rea ted  by  Ch ina ,  i f  any ,  wh ich  run  

th rough  the  h is to r ies  o f  the  Eas t  As ian  s ta tes  be fore  the  

f i f th  cen tury .  A t  the  same t ime ,  th is  thes is  descr ibes  and  

ana lyzes  how the  po l i cy  and  the  th reads  a f fec ted  Japan 's  

in te rna t iona l  po l i t i ca l  and  m i l i t a ry  pos i t ion  In  Eas t  As ia  

1 
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as wel l  as the  un i f i ca t ion  o f  con tend ing  Japanese  s ta tes  and  

Japan 's  domest ic  soc io -po l i t i ca l  s t ruc ture .  



I 

CHAPTER 2  

THE DEVELOPMENT OF  THE INVEST ITURE SYSTEM 

Severa l  s tud ies  on  S ino -Japanese  re la t ions  be fore  

the  ten th  cen tury  have  been  ca r r i ed  ou t  ma in ly  by  Japanese  

scho la rs . *  Th is  thes is  i s  to  cons ider  S ino -Japanese  re la ­

t ions  as  par t  o f  the  h is to ry  o f  the  who le  Eas t  As ian  wor ld ,  

because  the  h is to r ies  o f  Ch ina ,  Korea ,  Japan  and  the  o ther  

Eas t  As ian  s ta tes  a re  no t  poss ib le  to  be  in te rpre ted  inde ­

pendent ly ;  r a ther ,  Eas t  As ian  h is to ry  can  on ly  be  unders tood  

as  the  h is to ry  o f  a  wor ld  w i th  Ch ina  as  i t s  cen te r .  

I f  one  i s  to  cons ider  t rad i t iona l  Eas t  As ia  as a 

un iverse ,  one  can  seek  to  d iscover  common th reads  wh ich  run  

th rough  the  h is to r ies  o f  the  Eas t  As ian  s ta tes .  I n  tak ing  

th is  perspec t ive ,  th is  thes is  w i l l  t rea t  the  po l i cy  o f  

i nves t i tu re ,  o r  inves tment  ( t ' se - fen  g  )  as  a un i fy ing  

th read ,  wh ich  can  he lp  exp la in  the  h is to r ica l  deve lopment  o f  

Ch ina  and  Japan ,  and  the  rec ip roca l  s t ruc ture  o f  S ino -

Japanese  po l i t i ca l  re la t ions .  Converse ly ,  the  h is to r ica l  

mean ing  o f  the  Ch inese  inves t i tu re  sys tem may  be  c la r i f i ed  

th rough  examin ing  the  S ino -Japanese  po l i t i ca l  re la t ionsh ip .  

To  what  degree  the  inves t i tu re  po l i cy  in f luenced  

S ino -Japanese  po l i t i ca l  re la t ions  s t i l l  rema ins  a ques t ion .  

However ,  i t  ce r ta in ly  d id  p lay *  an  ex t reme ly  impor tan t  ro le  

J 
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i n  the  s t ruc ture  o f  Ch ina 's  re la t ions  w i th  her  sur round ing  

s ta tes .  Accord ing  to  N lsh l j ima  Sadao  t fe  ,  Ch ina  and  

her  sur round ing  s ta tes  were  ab le  to  engage  in  a  sovere ign -

sub jec t  re la t ionsh ip  th rough  the  exerc ise  o f  the  inves t i tu re  

po l i c ies ;  these  po l i c ies  were  the  key  tha t  opened  the  door  

to  cu l tu ra l  f low .  The  most  Impor tan t  cu l tu ra l  f ac to r  was  

the  spread  o f  usage  of  Ch inese  charac te rs ,  wh ich  became the  

bas ic  means  o f  communica t ion  fo r  exchang ing  d ip lomat ic  docu­

ments .  S imu l taneous ly ,  i t  enab led  the  subord ina te  s ta tes  to  

learn and  absorb  Chinese language, Confucianism,  Ch inese  

2  Buddh ism,  and  l aw .  

The  inves t i tu re  sys tem was  deve loped  f rom the  o ld  

commandery  ( chdn '%^  }  and  d is t r i c t  (hs len - fy fc  )  sys tem and  

was  a  by-produc t  o f  the  peerage  sys tem,  i n  wh ich  the  Ch inese  

emperors  i n  Ch ' in  i f e  (221 -206  B .C . )  and  Han  ( 206  B .C . -

220  A .D . )  t imes  theore t i ca l l y  had  po l i t i ca l  con t ro l  over  

each  ind iv idua l .  Th is  sys tem o f  peerage  a l ready  cou ld  be  

seen  dur ing  Chou  j i j  ( 722 -481  B .C .J  f euda l i sm.  Dur ing  Han  

t imes ,  fo r  example ,  Ch inese  emperors  bes towed  one  o f  twenty  

d i f f e ren t  honorary  ranked  t i t l es  on  ind iv idua ls .  These  

t i t l es  were  g iven  in  order  to  regu la te  soc ia l  o rder  and  

pos i t ion .  I n  re tu rn ,  the  honored  rec ip ien ts  pa id  du t ies  and  

corvee .  Those  rece iv ing  t i t l es  a lso  rece ived  ce r ta in  

p r iv i l eges  in  soc ie ty  and  be fore  the  l aw .  H is to r ica l  

mater ia ls  show tha t  the  common peop le  cou ld  no t  rece ive  any  
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t i t l es  h igher  than  the  e igh th  rank ,  ca l l ed  "Gent leman ly  

Char io t "  (kung-sheng  &  j j j t  J .  

On ly  government  o f f i c ia ls  and  m i l i t a ry  o f f i ce rs  

cou ld  have  one  o f  the  h igher  ranked  t i t l es .  The  h ighes t  

ranked ,  w i th  wh ich  th is  paper  i s  concerned ,  was  i n i t i a l l y  

te rmed  "Fu l l  Marqu is"  ( ch 'e -hou  4  p t ) ,  and  l a te r  was  

re fe r red  to  as  t 'ung -hou  or  l i eh -hou  ;  i t  was  

g iven  to  mer i to r ious  o f f i ce rs  or  po l i t i ca l  o f f i c ia ls  a f te r  

the  en thronement  o f  Emperor  Kao- tsu  £0 ,  o f  the  fo rmer  Han  

dynas ty  ( 206 -195  B .C . ) .  A f te r  th is  t ime ,  subord ina tes  o f  

the  emperor ,  such  as  f r i ends  and  re la t i ves ,  were  no t  pe r ­

mi t ted  as  c lose  a  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  h im as before .  When  

L iu  Pang  $ }$ }  became the  Emperor  Kao- tsu  in  206  B .C . ,  

some mer i to r ious  o f f i ce rs  were  appo in ted  m i l i t a ry  o f f i ce rs  

w i th  a  ce r ta in  peerage  accord ing  to  the i r  mer i ts .  The  re la ­

t ionsh ip  be tween  L iu  Pang  as  the  Emperor  o f  the  Han  dynas ty  

and  h is  subord ina tes  w i th  o f f i c ia l  t i t l es  or  m i l i t a ry  

o f f i ces  was t rans formed  f ro r  a  p r iva te  re la t ionsh ip  to  a  

bureaucra t i c  one , 3  Af te r  L iu  Pang  ascended  the  th rone ,  th is  

re la t ionsh ip  was  fo rma l i zed ;  and  over  t ime  th is  re la t ionsh ip  

was  de l inea ted  inc reas ing ly  more  c lea r ly .  

Th is  re la t ionsh ip  was a rec ip roca l  one  i n  tha t  the  

Emperor  gave  these  t i t l es  to  mer i to r ious  ind iv idua ls  in  

exchange  fo r  the i r  se rv ices .  A t  l eas t  one  f eo f f ,  equa l  i n  

s i ze  to  one  d is t r i c t ,  was  g iven  to  the  h ighes t  t i t l e -

ho lder ,  Fu l l  Marqu is .  The  en feo f fed  d is t r i c t  was  renamed  a  
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Marqu isa te ,  o r  s ta te  (kuo  ^  The  number  o f  househo lds  

in  each  d is t r i c t  va r ied  f rom 500  to  15 ,000  a t  f i r s t .  Any  

t axes  were  t rea ted  as  the  revenue  o f  these  Fu l l  Marqu is ,  bu t  

they  were  usua l l y  absent  f rom the i r  own Marqu isa te  and  

res ided  in  the  cap i ta l  o f  the  s ta te .  

Bes ides  the  twenty  ranked  titles, Emperor Kao- tsu  

spec ia l l y  reserved  the  t i t l e  o f  "Re ta iner  K ing"  

(chu -hou-wang  )  f o r  d is t ingu ished  mer i to r ious  m i l i ­

t a ry  o f f i ce rs ,  government  o f f i c ia ls ,  and  c lose  roya l  f ami ly  

members .  Each  t i t l e  ho lder  cou ld  rece ive  severa l  command­

e r l es ;  each  commandery  con ta ined  more  than  ten  d is t r i c ts .  

These  f eo f fs  were  a lso  ca l l ed  k ingdoms o r  s ta tes  (kuo  ) .  

I n  Ch ' ln  t imes ,  the  commander les  and  d is t r i c ts  had  

been  managed  by  admin is t ra to rs  appo in ted  by  the  Emperor .  

A f te r  the  per iod  o f  Emperor  Kao - tsu ,  i n  add i t ion  to  those  

commander les  and  d is t r i c ts  d i rec t l y  superv ised  by  the  

Emperor ,  the  Marqu isa tes  and  Re ta iner -K ing -s ta tes  a lone  

to ta led  more  than  th i r ty  commander ies .  For  th is  reason  th is  

sys tem i s  genera l l y  re fe r red  to  as  the  "commandery -and-s ta te  

sys tem"  ra ther  than  the  "commandery-and-d is t r ic t  system" i n  

the  Han  dynas ty .  

The  r igh t  o f  the  sovereign and  f inanc ia l  a f fa i rs  o f  

the  k ingdom were  assumed  by  the  Re ta iner  K ing ,  and  i t s  

government  was  independent  o f  and  a lmost  i so la ted  f rom 

the  cen t ra l  government .  However ,  the  Re ta iner  K ing  was  

\ 
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c lose ly  observed  by  a  "L ieu tenant  Chance l lo r "  

( ch 'eng -hs iang  )  o f  the  cen t ra l  government  on  beha l f  

o f  the  Emperor .  The  Retainer King had  the  du ty  o f  hav ing  

regu la r  aud iences  w i th  the  Emperor  tw ice  each  year  i n  spr ing  

and  au tumn;  o therw ise ,  he  wou ld  be  charged  w i th  t reason and  

be  pun ished .  However ,  the  t rend  toward  inc reas ing  indepen­

dence  fo r  the  re ta iner -k ingdoms progressed  l i t t l e  by  l i t t l e  

as  the i r  economic  power  increased ,  and  the  ba lance  o f  power  

g radua l l y  sh i f t ed .  Thus  a  s ta te  sys tem emerged  s im i la r  to  

the the feudal system in the Chou period in which China was 

not  a  s ing le  po l i t i ca l  un i t  bu t  ra ther  a  cen t ra l  government  

oversee ing  many  Independent  s ta tes  hav ing  the i r  own po l i t i ­

ca l  o rgan iza t ion . 5  

I n  later per iods  the  commandery -and-s ta te  sys tem 

w i th in  Ch ina  g radua l l y  deve loped  in to  a  loose  f ramework  con ­

nec t ing  the  Ch inese  Emperors  and  a l i en  ru le rs  under  one  

po l i t i ca l  sys tem.  The  po l i cy  tha t  the  re ta iner -k ingdoms and  

a l i en  s ta tes  cou ld  s tand  on  an  equa l  foo t ing  was  a lso  

deve loped .^  

In  the  po l i t i ca l  admin is t ra t ion  o f  a l i en  s ta tes ,  

t r ibes  and  communi t i es ,  t r ibu ta ry  and  subord ina te  re la t ions  

to  the  Emperor  were  fo rmed  on  the  one  hand ,  whereas  on  the  

o ther  hand  the  a l i en  s ta tes  were  a l lowed  to  keep  the i r  own 

soc ia l  sys tem and  ins t i tu t ions .  Th is  manner  o f  govern ing  

a l i en  s ta tes  was  te rmed  the  " loose  re in"  (ch i -m i  )  

po l i cy  . 7  When an  alien state acknowledged  i t s  po l i t i ca l  
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dependency  on  Ch ina ,  i t s  ru le rs  rece ived  Ch inese  o f f i c ia l  

t i t l es  such  as  Marqu is  (hou  )  and  K ing  (wang  )  and  

wou ld  be  ca l l ed  "ex te rna l  re ta iners"  (wa i -ch  '  en  j r } -  ) .  

The i r  s ta te  t e r r i to r ies ,  ca l l ed  "ex te rna l  t e r r i to r ies"  

fwa i - fan  ^  ) ,  became Ch inese  po l i t i ca l  admin is t ra t i ve  

un i ts  and  func t ioned  as  "kuo"  {s ta tes ) .  Th is  who le  sys tem 

i s  now re fe r red  to  as  the  inves t i tu re  sys tem.  

The  Ch inese  counte r -par t  o f  these  te rms  "ex te rna l  

retainer" and "external territory" were "internal retainer" 

(ne l -ch 'en  1^1  I ,  J and  " in te rna l  t e r r i to ry"  (ne i - f an  ) .  

The  te rm "ne i -ch 'en"  re fe r red  to  the  "Re ta iner  K ing"  

fchu -hou-wang) ,  and  "ne i - f an"  re fe r red  to  the  s ta te  kuo  

ins ide  Ch ina .  

The  ex te rna l  re ta iners  appeared  in  Eas t  As ia  a f te r  

the  re ign  o f  the  f i r s t  Emperor  o f  the  Han  dynas ty .  I n  the  

case  o f  Nan  yGeh  ,  as  an  example ,  the  Emperor  

d ispa tched  an  o f f i c ia l ,  Lu  Ch ia  to  Nan  yOeh  to  bes tow 

on  Chao  T 'o '^& 'PZ i  the  t i t l e  o f  K ing  somet ime  in  the  l a te  

th i rd  or  ea r ly  second  cen tury  B .C .  Th is  was  p robab ly  the  

f i r s t  example  o f  a  Ch inese  Emperor  t rea t ing  a  fo re ign  s ta te  

as  an  ex te rna l  re ta iner  and  conc lud ing  sovere ign -sub jec t  

re la t ions  

Th is  re la t ionsh ip  can  be  fu r ther  i l l umina ted  th rough  

examin ing  the  phraseo logy  used  in  the i r  o f f i c ia l  cor respon­

dence .  The  Emperor  Wen  3L  {180 -157  B .C . )  used  the  te rm 



"Huang- t i  ch in  wen"  ( the  Emperor  reveren t ly  asks  

you)  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  h is  l e t te r  to  Chao  T 'o .  Converse ­

l y  ,  Chao  T 'o  in  h is  l e t te r  to  the  emperor  ca l l ed  h imse l f  

"Ch 'en  T 'o"  ( fo l lower  T 'o )  and  "Man- i  t a -chang- lao"  

(barbar ian  g rea t  e lder ly  man) .  Moreover ,  he  

o f ten  used  the  words  "Me l -ssu  t sa i -pa i "  

( a  man  who  i s  wor thy  o f  a  foo l i sh  dea th  rece ives  your  

honor 's  o rder ) ,  "Shang-shu"  (p resen t  a  document  to  

the  Emperor )  and  "Huang- t i  p i -hs la"  jL  T  (h is  ma jes ty  

the  Emperor ) .  These  show tha t  Chao  T 'o  acknowledged  h imse l f  
Q 

as  the  Emperor 's  sub jec t  by  us ing  the  more  modes t  t e rms .  

Chao  T 'o  a lso  made  a  copy  o f  the  o f f i c ia l  sea l  f rom the  

C h i n e s e  E m p e r o r  s h o w i n g  h i s  s u b j e c t i v e  l o y a l t y T h e n ,  h e  

demonst ra ted  h is  l eadersh ip  by  us ing  the  t i t l e  and  sea l  i n  

h is  re la t ions  w i th  peop le  bo th  ins ide  and  In  the  sur round ing  

a rea  o f  Nan  yOeh .  

The  above  ment ioned  sovere ign -s ta te  re la t ionsh ip  

cou ld  be  found  be tween  Ch ina  and  such  s ta tes  as Min-yOeh  

J& .  ,  Tung-yOeh  ^  ,  Hs i -ou  ,  Hu i  ,  and  

Ch 'ao -hs len  Th is  re la t ionsh ip  was  charac te r is t i ­

ca l l y  d i f f e ren t  f rom those  be tween  Ch ina  and  o ther  s ta tes  

such  as  Hs iOng-nu  $  .  / Is  a  resu l t  o f  the  war  i n  201  

B .C . ,  Ch ina  and  Hs iOng-nu  made  a  pac t  o f  f r i endsh ip .  Ch ina  

p resented  Hs iOng-nu  w i th  p rec ious  c lo ths  and  food-s tu f fs  

annua l l y .  Subsequent ly ,  Hs iOng-nu  s tood  on  a  super io r  
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d ip lomat ic  and  po l i t i ca l  pos i t ion  a t  l eas t  un t i l  the  re ign  

o f  Emperor  Wu ( 141 -87  B .C . ) .  

I n  th is  case  a lso ,  exchanges  o f  o f f i c ia l  documents  

be tween  the  two  s ta tes  t e l l  us  much  about  the  na ture  o f  

the i r  re la t ionsh ip .  Both  the  l e t te r  o f  Ch ie f ta in  Mao-

tun  (Mao- tun  shan-yO ^  "3"  ;  209 -174  B .C . )  o f  

Hs iOng-nu  to  the  Emperor  Wu i n  176  B .C .  and  the  Emperor 's  

response  in  174  B .C .  used  the  phrase  "ch ing  wen"  ^  

(respec t fu l l y  ask  J .  I n  th is  example  i t  can  be  seen  tha t  

Hs iOng-nu 's  in te rna t iona l  pos i t ion  s tood  on  a t  l eas t  the  

same foo t ing  as  Ch ina 's .  Some scho la rs  po in t  ou t  tha t  the  

two  na t ions  were  i n  "a  sta te  of  r i va l  s ta tusor  "an  equa l  

adversary"  ( t i - kuo  ^  ) re la t ionsh ip ,  wh ich  means  tha t  

the  assoc ia t ion  was  equa l  i n  te rms  o f  "11"  (ce remony;  

e t ique t te ;  p ropr ie ty )  . ^^  

A f te r  the  dea th  o f  Ch ie f ta in  Mao- tun  in  174  B .C .  h is  

son ,  Ch ie f ta in  Lao-shang  (Lao-shang shan-yO ;  

174 -160  B .C . )  ascended  the  th rone .  The  Emperor  Wu sen t  a  

g i r l  as  a  subs t i tu te  fo r  h is  daughte r  w i th  her  ca re taker ,  

Chung-hs ing  Shuo  ^  (second  cen tury  B .C . ) ,  to  Hs iOng-

nu .  Th is  ca re taker  persuaded  Ch ie f ta in  Lao-shang  to  use  a 

l a rger  " tu"  (wooden  shee t  fo r  charac te r -wr i t ing )  and  

a  l a rger  "y ing"  £ j }  ( sea l ) . 1 4  Both  the  p resenta t ion  o f  the  

g i r l  and  the  sugges t ion  o f  the  ca re taker  a re  ev idence  o f  

Ch ina 's  humi l i a t ion  before  HsiOng-nu .  I n  49  B .C . ,  Emperor  

YOan  71J  ( 49 -33  B .C . )  d ispa tched  Han  Ch 'an  M  and  
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Chang  Meng  to Hsidng-nu  and  conc luded  an  agreement  

w i th  Fu -han-yeh  shan-yO ^ ( 58 -31  B.C. ) ,  the  new 

ch ie f ta in .  The  con ten t  o f  the  agreement  was  severe ly  c r i t i ­

c i zed  by  Emperor  YOan 's  o f f i c ia ls  because  I t  s ta ted ,  i n  

par t ,  tha t  i f  e i the r  s ta te  b roke  the  agreement  I t  wou ld  

15  
rece ive  pun ishment  f rom Heaven .  Th is  imp l ied  tha t  the  

Hs iOng-nu  ru le rs  shared  the  r igh t  to  the  mandate  o f  Heaven ,  

wh ich  was  o r ig ina l l y  the  so le  domain  o f  the  Ch inese  Emperor .  

Th is  b rought  fu r ther  d isgrace  upon  Ch ina .  

However ,  Ch ina 's  po l i t i ca l  pos i t ion  was  no t  a lways  

lower  than  tha t  o f  Hs iOng-nu .  For  example ,  i n  the  second  

cen tury  A .D . ,  bo th  Ch ina  and  Hs iOng-nu  en te red  in to  an  

agreement  concern ing  the  p rob lem o f  ex i l es  who  sought  re fuge  

in  Hs iOng-nu .  These  agreements  s ta ted  tha t  Hs iOng-nu  was  

p roh ib i ted  by  Ch ina  f rom accept ing  any  exi les  f rom China ,  

Wu-sun  Ja  5$ ;  ,  o r  Wu-huan  j f y  The  l eader  o f  the  

Weste rn  F ron t ie r  Reg ion  S ta tes  who  rece ived  o f f i c ia l  sea ls  

f rom the  Ch inese  Emperor  i nd ica t ing  the i r  subord ina t ion  to  

Ch ina  were  t rea ted  in  the  same ca tegory .  Once  Ch ina  

ach ieved  a  super io r  s ta tus  v is -a -v is  Hs iOng-nu ,  she  ins is ted  

on  ma in ta in ing  i t  w i th  a l l  nat ions:  every  s ta te  had  to  

accept  the  d ic ta tes  o f  the  Emperor .  S ince  Hs iOng-nu  was  now 

subord ina te  to  Ch ina ,  ex i l es  cou ld  no  longer  f l ee  there .  

Ac tua l l y ,  by  the  end  o f  the  Former  Han  dynas ty  ( 206  

B .C . -8  A .D . )  Ch ina 's  po l i t i ca l  p res t ige  had  a l ready  

overshadowed  tha t  o f  Hs iOng-nu .  Hs iOng-nu 's  invas ions  in to  
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China  had  decreased .  As  the  ba lance  o f  power  be tween  the  

two  s ta tes  sh i f t ed ,  so  d id  the i r  po l i t i ca l  re la t ionsh ip .  

A f te r  i n i t i a l l y  be ing  in  "an  equa l  adversary"  re la t ionsh ip ,  

th is  re la t ionsh ip  evo lved  to  the  po in t  where  Ch ina  ca te ­

gor i zed  Hs iGng-nu  as a  "Gues t  Re ta iner"  ( k 'o -ch 'en&JL . ) ,  

i n  wh ich  imper ia l  in f luence  was  l ess  p reva len t  and  on ly  

spec ia l  aspec ts  o f  "11"  (p ropr ie ty )  were  observed  

The  case  o f  Hs iOng-nu  was  except iona l ,  wh i le  tha t  o f  

Nan-YOeh  and  Ch  ' ao -hs ien  were  more  common.  The  subord ina te  

re la t ionsh ip  charac te r is t i c  o f  the  l a t te r  two  s ta tes  became 

the  s tandard  pa t te rn  o f  S ino - fo re ign  re la t ions  up  un t i l  the  

n ine teen th  cen tury .  

The  s ta tus  o f  "ex te rna l  re ta iner"  was  a  cond i t iona l  

one ;  these  s ta tes  were  expec ted  to  fu l f i l l  ce r ta in  ob l iga ­

t ions  to  Ch ina .  For  example ,  dur ing  the  re ign  o f  Emperor  

Hu i  1^ , (195 -188  B .C . ) ,  a  Grand  Admin is t ra to r  ( t ' a i - shou  

^  ) o f  L iao - tung  Commandery ,  who  was  the  med ia to r  

be tween  Han  Ch ina  and  We i -Man  Ch 'ao -hs ien  ^  ̂  

ext rac ted  two  p ledges  f rom tha t  s ta te .  F i rs t ,  the  ex te rna l  

re ta iner  had  to  take  up  gar r i son  du t ies  and  p revent  the  

18  
invas ion  o f  fo re igners .  Th is  du ty  was  based  on  "midd le  

k ingdom"  (chung-hua  )  i deo logy ,  wh ich  sought  to  

separa te  a l i en  s ta tes  and  t r ibes  f rom Ch ina ,  and  wh ich  

recogn ized  the  t rue  va lue  o f  human  be ings  on ly  i n  the  

19  
Ch inese  peop le .  Second ly ,  the  ex te rna l  re ta iner  must  no t  

i n te r fe re  w i th  the  t rave l  o f  anyone  who  w ished  to  v is i t  
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20 
China  o r  who  had  an  o f f i c ia l  aud ience  w i th  the  Emperor .  

The  ra t iona le  fo r  th is  po l i cy  was  te rmed  "c iv i l i z ing  

in f luences"  (wang-hua  )  o r  "k ingcra f t "  (wang- tao  

) ,  wh ich  imp l ied  the  cu l t i va t ion  o f  v i r tue .  The  

Emperors  were  cons idered  to  be  endowed  w i th  v i r tue ;  the  

21 
cu l t i va t ion  o f  v i r tue  wou ld  c rea te  an  idea l  wor ld  order. 

the  Ch inese  be l i eved  tha t  fo re igners  v is i t ing  Ch ina  d id  so  

because of their admiration of the Chinese rulers' virtue. 

Th is  po l i cy  cou ld  then  l ead  to  open  up  po l i t i ca l  re la t ions  

be tween  Ch ina  and  fo re ign  s ta tes  wh ich  had  fo rmer ly  been  

severed .  

Th is  po l i cy  i s  c lose ly  re la ted  to  the  concepts  o f  

"Emperor"  (huang- t i  )  and  "Son  o f  Heaven"  ( t ' i en - t zu  

) .  I n  order  to  es tab l i sh  Confuc ian ism as  the  o f f i c ia l  

ideo logy  in  the  Former  Han  dynas ty ,  r e l ig ious  r i tua ls ,  

ancestor  worsh ip  and  modes  o f  conduct  were  rev ised  and  

cod i f i ed .  These  were  based  on  the  po l i t i ca l  ideo logy  o f  

"kingcraft" or "civilizing influences". However, a 

ra t iona le  fo r  the  concept  o f  "huang- t i "  (Emperor )  was  s t i l l  

l ack ing .  Confuc ian ism was  a  c lass ica l  thought ,  and  i t  was  

d i f f i cu l t  to  jus t i f y  a new au thor i ty  w i th  i t s  precepts .  The  

F ive  C lass ics  J£d id  not  show any  re fe rences  to  th is  

concept .  

I t  was  th rough  the  acceptance  o f  the  theory  o f  

"ch  ' en -we i "  ( ve r i f i ca t ion  o f  p rophec ies ) ,  tha t  Con­

fuc ian ism was  ab le  to  l eg i t im ize  the  ex is tence  o f  the  
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Emperor  as  a  wor ld  ru le r .  "Ch 'en"  i s  the  character for 

"na tura l  phenomenon" ,  and  re fe rs  to  a  p rophecy  o f  the  

fu tu re .  S ince  Confuc ian  thought  d id  no t  seek  to  exp la in  

un iversa l  phenomena ,  the  te rm "we i "  was  added ,  Imp ly ing  and  

in te rpre ta t ion .  Both  o f  these  te rms  have  myst ica l  con ­

no ta t ions  bu t  cou ld  so lve  the  necessary  p rob lems  w i thout  

con t rad ic t ing  the  bas ic  tene ts  o f  Confuc ian ism.  

Here to fo re ,  It was be l ieved  tha t  the  idea l  ru le r  was  

one  who  wou ld  gu ide  the  peop le  w i th  h is  na tura l  v i r tue .  The  

Heaven  ( t ' i en -J^ )  appo in ted  such  a  ru le r  ca l l ed  the  "Son  o f  

Heaven" .  The  Emperor  was  then  the  ru le r  o f  the  Un iverse  

(shang- t i  )  who  was  appo in ted  by  the  decree  o f  Heaven  

and  possessed  abso lu te  au thor i ty .  The  books  o f  "We i"  such  

as  The  Bud  o f  Or ig ina l  L i f e  of  Spr ing  and  Autumn 

(Ch 'un -ch ' lu  vaan -ming-pao  ^5 j  . 2 2  The  

Ver i f i ca t ion  of the  Book  o f  H is to ry  (Shang-shu  we i  

and  The  Ver i f i ca t ion  o f  Changes  ( I  we i  %  ̂  ) 2 4  

exp la in  "Emperor"  as  a  b r i l l i an t  ru le r  (huang-huang  iJ j t ,  J  

o r  abso lu te  ex is tence  o f  the  Un iverse  (ch ih - tsun  ch ih  hao ,  

-I_. ). Thus the term "Emperor" in the 

25  
book  o f  "We i"  cou ld  be  reconc i l ed .  

I n  p rac t ica l  usage ,  however ,  the  func t ion  o f  

" t * i en - t zu"  was to  ru le  over  ba rbar ians ,  and  tha t  o f  

"huang- t i "  was  to  govern  k ings  and  marqu is  w i th in  Ch ina .  

Th is  f ac t  i s  ev iden t  f rom an  examina t ion  o f  the  o f f i c ia l  

sea ls  o f  the  per iod .  Three  k inds  o f  sea ls  w i th  the  Ch inese  



15 

charac te rs  "huang- t i "  were  p repared  fo r  In te rna l  a f fa i rs»  

and  those  in  wh ich  the  charac te rs  " t ' i en - t zu"  were  inscr ibed  

were  used  fo r  ex te rna l  d ip lomat ic  re la t ions .  / Is  regards  the  

"Son  o f  Heaven"  ( t ' l en - t zu ) ,  the  concept  o f  Heaven  as  the  

au thor i ty  regu la t ing  the  o rder  be tween  Ch ina  and  a  fo re ign  

s ta te  was  impor tan t  because  an  agreement  be tween  the  two  

pa r t i es  was  made  under  the  au thor i ty  o f  Heaven .  I f  one  o f  

them v io la ted  the  t rea ty ,  i t  wou ld  incur  pun ishment .  There ­

fo re  any  agreements  re la ted  to  fo re ign  a f fa i rs  had  to  use  

the  t i t l e  "subord ina ted  to  the  Heaven ,  the  son  o f  Heaven" ,  

I n  examin ing  th is  mat te r  fu r ther ,  Wang  Mang ,  who  

spear -headed  the  na t iona l i za t ion  o f  Confuc ian ism,  t r i ed  to  

t rans la te  Confuc ian  concepts  in to  po l i t i ca l  r ea l i t y .  He  

emphas ized  the  idea  o f  d is t ingu ish ing  Ch inese  s ta tes  f rom 

barbar ian  s ta tes ,  wh ich  po l i cy  cou ld  be  observed  in  the  g ra ­

dua l  worsen ing  o f  re la t ions  be tween  Ch ina  and  Hs iOng-nu ,  and  

i n  the  a l i ena t ion  o f  Koguryo  and  the  Weste rn  F ron t ie r  Reg ion  

S ta tes . 2 ^  A co in  ca l l ed  "huo-ch (3an"  ^  produced  in  Wang  

Mang 's  re ign  was  d iscovered  in  nor thern  Kyushu .  H is  po l i t i ­

ca l  in f luence  ex tended  in to  Japan  in  the  per iod  o f  Yayo i ,  

( second  cen tury  B .C .  -  second  cen tury  A .D . ) ;  however ,  wha t  

po l i t i ca l  re la t ionsh ips  ex is ted  a t  tha t  t ime  i s  no t  known.  

A t  the  l eas t ,  Japan  was  a  g rowing  power  as  were  the  Korean  

S ta tes  

Even  wh i le  Ch ina 's  Confuc ian  fo re ign  po l i cy  was  

deve lop ing ,  the  de fens ive  fo rces  o f  fo re ign  s ta tes  were  
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Increasing. China 's  m i l i t a ry  super io r i t y  ex is ted  under  a  

cond i t ion  o f  a  ba lance  o f  power  w i th  the  fo re ign  s ta tes .  I n  

the  l a te r  Former  Han  per iod  ( f i r s t  cen tury  B .C .J ,  fo re ign  

po l i t i ca l  re la t ions  w i th  Japan  and  the  Korean  s ta tes  were  

be ing  fo rma l i zed ;  however ,  i t  was not  easy  to  app ly  the  

commandery -and-s ta te  sys tem to  them.  The i r  po l i t i ca l  and  

soc ia l  g rowth  inh ib i ted  the  es tab l i shment  o f  th is  sys tem.  

Never the less ,  desp i te  res is tance ,  th is  theory  had  been  

t rans la ted  in to  po l i t i ca l  rea l i t y  by  the  t ime  o f  the  th i rd  

and  four th  cen tur ies  A .D .  

The  ma jor  p remise  fo r  exerc is ing  the  inves t i tu re  

sys tem was  tha t  Ch ina  needed  a wel l -o rgan ized  in te rna l  po l i ­

t i ca l  s t ruc ture ,  s ince  the  ex te rna l  po l i t i ca l  sys tem was  a  

re f l ec t ion  o f  the  in te rna l  one .  A lso ,  the  Eas t  As ian  s ta tes  

had  ach ieved  a  su f f i c ien t ly  advanced  l eve l  o f  po l i t i ca l  

soc ie ty  so  tha t  bo th  s ta tes  were  ab le  to  engage  in  d ip loma­

t i c  communica t ion .  Th is  sys tem worked  more  e f fec t i ve ly  in  

an  agra r ian  soc ie ty  where  Confuc ian ism was  eas i l y  accepted .  

Ch inese  cu l tu re  cou ld  no t  be  success fu l l y  t ransp lan ted  to  

nomad ic  t r ibes  because  they  migra ted  f requent ly .  The  

ba lance  o f  power  was  ano ther  f ac to r ;  i n  t imes  when  the  

Ch inese  were  c lea r ly  super io r ,  the  sys tem worked  we l l .  

Fur ther ,  bo th  Ch ina 's  and  the  fo re ign  s ta tes '  in te rna l  con ­

ditions affected the working of the Investiture system. 

When one of the par t i es  was  no t  po l i t i ca l l y  s tab le the  

sys tem e i the r  cou ld  no t  be  es tab l i shed ,  o r  wou ld  f a l l  apar t .  
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f t s  N ish i j ima  s t rong ly  emphas ized  I n  h is  researches, 

a s imple  t r ibu te  f rom a  fo re ign  s ta te  was  no t  su f f i c ien t  to  

es tab l i sh  the  investiture re la t ionsh ip ,  because  Ch ina  migh t  
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not  respond  to  the  fo re ign  s ta tes '  t r ibu te .  In  many  

cases ,  Ch ina  took  the  in i t i a t i ve  ro le  in  such  re la t ions ,  

wh ich  became es tab l i shed  on ly  a f te r  Ch ina  acknowledged  the  

ex is tance  o f  the  t r ibu ta ry  s ta te  and  confe r red  an  o f f i c ia l  

t i t l e  and  sea l  on  i t .  A lso ,  i n  the  ea r ly  Han  dynas ty  

(second  cen tury  S.C.J  a  t r ibu te  was  no t  reques ted  by  Ch ina  

bu t  was of ten  a  vo lun ta ry  ac t ion  on  the  par t  o f  a  fo re ign  

s ta te  who  w ished  to  be  a  subord ina te  and  to  accept  Ch inese  

p ropr ie ty  (11  )  and  v i r tue  ( t e  )  t o ta l l y  o r  

pa r t i a l l y .  

The  p rac t ice  o f  rece iv ing  t r ibu te  was  no t  an  

express ion  o f  economic  exp lo i ta t ion  on  Ch ina 's  pa r t .  I n  

ac tua l  p rac t ice ,  the  Ch inese  Emperors  gave  away  more  re tu rn  

g i f t s  than  they  rece ived .  The  Ch inese  government  even  

res t r i c ted  the  f requency  o f  t r ibu ta ry  ac t i v i t i es  due  to  i t s  

in te rna l  f inanc ia l  cond i t ion  and  the  excessive expenses  

incur red .  For  fo re ign  s ta tes ,  most  o f  the  exo t ic ,  p rec ious  

and  luxur ious  goods  f rom Ch ina  were  no t  qu i te  up  to  the  

qua l i t y  and  quant i t y  o f  the  s tandards  o f  tha t  per iod ;  one  

no tab le  except ion  be ing  the  g i f t s  tha t  the  Emperor  sen t  to  

29  
the  Hs iOng-nu  ch ie f ta in ,  Fu -han-yeh ,  as  "Gues t  Re ta iner" .  

T rade  was  ab le  to  be  in i t i a ted  immedia te ly  upon  the  

p resenta t ion  o f  t r ibu te  to  the  Emperor  o r  h is  representa t i ve ,  
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but  overa l l ,  commerce  was  no t  ve ry  ac t i ve  dur ing  the  Han  

period.  ̂  Chinese goods were able to be purchased as 

needed  th rough  marke ts  i n  the  f ron t ie r  a reas  ca l l ed  

"kuang-sh ih"  ' j 3  (  "border -a rea  marke t"J  .  S ince  the  

soc ie ty  o f  a l i en  s ta tes  in  those  days  was  s t i l l  c lose  to  a  

s ta te  o f  na tu re ,  and  soc ia l  c lass  and  s ta tus  were  no t  

c lea r ly  d i f f e ren t ia ted ,  purchas ing  power  and  demand  were  no t  

ve ry  s t rong;  In te rna t iona l  t rade  was  thus  l im i ted .  Goods  

f rom Ch ina  were  t rea ted  as  s ta tus  symbols  by  the  p r iv i l edged  

and  d id  no t  p lay  a  ma jor  ro le  in  cu l tu ra l  d i f fus ion .  

One  po in t  wh ich  needs  to  be  ment ioned  here  i s  tha t  

cu l tu ra l  f low  was  ma in ly  a f fec ted  by  Immigran ts  a t  tha t  

t ime .  Agr icu l tu ra l  t echno logy  and  mate r ia l  innova t ions  

cou ld  be  impor ted  and  accepted  by  fo re ign  s ta tes  much  f as te r  

than  l i t e ra ry  express ions .  A lso ,  cu l tu ra l  absorp t ion  d id  

no t  a lways  go  hand- in -hand  w i th  po l i t i ca l  communica t ion ,  

except  where  a  fo re ign  sta te  had  reached  a  ce r ta in  l eve l  o f  

c i v i l i za t ion  and  had  exper ienced  a  need  fo r  Ch inese  cu l tu re .  

One  s ide -bene f i t  o f  cu l tu ra l  d i f fus ion  was  tha t  i t  

he lped  to  avo id  wars .  I n  the  same manner  as  t rea t i es ,  t r i ­

bute, and return gifts, the system itself had the function 

of  negot ia t ion .  The  ex te rna l  s ta tes  cou ld  use  Ch inese  
w f  

i n f luence  as  a sa fe  cush ion  upon  wh ich  to  o rgan ize  and  

advanced  po l i t i ca l  soc ie ty  and  to  con t ro l  loca l  l eaders  and  

their people. This system helped to facilitate the stable 

format ion  o f  the  s ta te ,  he lped  en force  po l i t i ca l  con t ro l  
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over  o ther  s ta tes ,  and  he lped  es tab l i sh  a  sma l l  wor ld  o rder  

ou ts ide  Ch ina  p roper .  

Dur ing  the  ea r ly  Han  empi re ,  bo th  Nan-yOeh  and  Ch 'ao -

hs ien  became ex te rna l  re ta iners  o f  Ch ina .  The  pa t te rn  in  

wh ich  fo re ign  s ta tes  subord ina ted  themse lves  to  Ch ina  d id  

no t  appear  un t i l  the  Ch ' in  dynas ty .  The  f i r s t  Emperor ,  

Ch ' ln  sh ih  huang  xbk  JL  ,  un i f i ed  Ch ina  and  en forced  the  

commandery -and-d is t r i c t  sys tem;  th is  sys tem was  much  p re ­

fe rab le  than  to  a t tempt  to  cont ro l  the  who le  o f  Ch ina  

d i rec t l y .  A t  tha t  t ime ,  app ly ing  th is  sys tem to  fo re ign  

s ta tes  was  no t  even  cons idered .  I t  was  no t  un t i l  the  Former  

Han  dynas ty  ( 206  B .C -8  A .D . )  tha t  Ch ina  adopted  the  

commandery -and-s ta te  sys tem,  en feo f f ing  lands  w i th  o f f i c ia l  

t i t l es  to  roya l  f ami ly  members  and  d is t ingu ished  mer i to r ious  

o f f i c ia ls  as  we l l  as to  fo re ign  ru le rs  ou ts ide  Ch inese  

t e r r i to ry .  Th is  ac t ion  ac tua l l y  reduced  the  in f luence  o f  

the  Emperors  because  o f  the  resu l t ing  d iv is ion  o f  power  and  

the  rev iva l  o f  f euda l i sm.  However ,  by  u t i l i z ing  the  

commandery~and~s ta te  sys tem a long  w i th  a  commandery -and-

d ls t r l c t  sys tem,  po l i t i ca l  in f luence  cou ld  ex tend  to  ou ts ide  

Ch ina .  Thus ,  a l i en  s ta tes  rece ived  o f f i c ia l  t i t l es  and  

sea ls ,  i n  the  same manner  as  the  in te rna l  re ta iners ,  and  

they  became par t  o f  Ch ina 's  admin is t ra t i ve  un i ts .  

One  d i f f e rence  be tween  the  in te rna l  and  ex te rna l  

re ta iners  was  tha t  the  in te rna l  re ta iners  were  usua l l y  g iven  

to  members  o f  the  L iu  c lan ,  roya l  f ami ly  members ,  and  nob le  
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and  mer i to r ious  persons .  An  o f f i c ia l  ca l l ed  the  "L ieu tenant  

Chance l lo r "  was  d ispa tched  to  superv ise  the  l and  and  

re ta iner .  A f te r  the  Rebe l l ion  o f  the  Wu and  Ch 'u  

s ta tes  In  154  B .C . ,  the  In te rna l  re ta iners  los t  the  r igh t  o f  

sovere ign  power  w i th in  the i r  own po l i t i ca l  domains .  

A t  f i r s t  the  ex te rna l  re ta iners  were  qu i te  l i t e ra l l y  

"ex te rna l " ,  and  cou ld  ma in ta in  the i r  own independence .  

The i r  t rad i t iona l  ce remonies ,  cu l tu re ,  Ins t i tu t ions ,  e tc .  

were  permi t ted  to  be  p reserved .  Ch inese  l aws  and  e th ics  

were  no t  necessar i l y  absorbed  and  accepted  by  the  popu lace ;  

on ly  the  ru le rs  were  in f luenced  by  Ch inese  "v i r tue  and  

p ropr ie ty"  to  some ex ten t .  As  communica t ion  opened  up  

be tween  Ch ina  and  her  subord ina te  s ta tes ,  some o f  these  

s ta tes  de te rmined  to  ma in ta in  the i r  cu l tu ra l  independence  

inso fa r  as  poss ib le .  

However ,  beg inn ing  in  the  l a te  Former  Han  per iod ,  

s t rong  Ch inese  in f luence  began  to  endanger  the  fo re ign  

s ta tes '  independence .  Th is  was  due ,  i n  par t ,  to  the  

Inc reas ing ly  s t rong  cen t ra l i za t ion  o f  Ch ina .  China 's  i n te r ­

na l  re ta iners  los t  sovere ign ty  over  the i r  s ta tes  and  were  

d i rec t l y  cont ro l l ed  by  o f f i c ia ls  d ispa tched  f rom the  cen t ra l  

government  dur ing  the  re ign  o f  Emperor  Wu ( 141 -87  B .C . ) .  

The  s ta tes  were  reduced  to  po l i t i ca l  subd iv is ions  and  were  

t rea ted  in  the  same ways as  a  commandery -and-d is t r i c t .  Th is  

t rend  cou ld  a lso  be  observed  in  some o f  the  ex te rna l  

re ta iners  and  t e r r i to r ies .  
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The  ex is tence  o f  the  commandery -and-s ta te  sys tem d id  

no t  con t rad ic t  the  ex is tence  o f  the  ex te rna l  re ta iner  

sys tem.  The  commandery -and-s ta te  sys tem was  an  ex tens ion  o f  

the  Ch inese  ru le rs '  po l i cy  o f  expand ing  Ch ina 's  t e r r i to ry  

and  in f luence ,  bu t  p rac t i ca l l y  i t s  en forcement  f aced  po l i t i ­

ca l  l im i ta t ions .  There fo re ,  the  ex te rna l  re ta iner  sys tem 

needed  to  co -ex is t  w i th  the  commandery -and-s ta te  sys tem;  and  

i n  p rac t ice  i t  wou ld  have  been  imposs ib le  to  b r ing  a l l  the  

ex te rna l  re ta iner -s ta tes  in to  the  commandery -and-s ta te  

sys tem.  Th is  can  be  seen  f rom the  fo l low ing  examples  o f  

Nan-yOeh  and  Ch 'ao -hs ien .  

I n  Nan-yOeh ,  the  L ieu tenant  Chance l lo r ,  LO C/iia£-?te, 

i ns is ted  tha t  Nan-yOeh  shou ld  no t  be  an  ex te rna l  re ta iner ,  

and  tha t  the  k ing  and  queen  shou ld  no t  pay  a  v is i t  to  

Emperor  Wu.  I n  113  B .C ,  Emperor  Wu d ispa tched  two  thousand  

t roops  w i th  a  Ch inese  o f f i c ia l ,  Han  Ch ' i en -ch ' iu  ^  ,  

and  a  younger  b ro ther  o f  the  Nan-yOeh  queen ,  Ch lu  Lo  ,  

to  Nan-yOeh  to  p lo t  the  k i l l i ng  o f  LO Ch ia  and  to  over th row 

the  government .  Th is  a t tempt  was  no t  success fu l .  I n  the  

fo l low ing  year  a  pun i t i ve  fo rce  was  sen t  to  Nan-yOeh ,  and  

the  an t i -Ch inese  elements were suppressed  in  111  B .C .  The  

government  was  over th rown,  and  Nan-yOeh  was  d iv ided  in to  

32  
n ine  Ch inese  commander ies .  

Dur ing  the  same per iod ,  Yeh - lang  and  T ien  
- t 

,  s ta tes  ma in ta ined  the i r  Independence  as  ex te rna l  
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re ta iners . However, several other  southweste rn  t r iba l  

s ta tes  were  conver ted  in to  commander ies  because  the i r  

l eaders  k i l l ed  the  Ch inese  envoys  who  reques ted  re in fo rce ­

ments  to  reso lve  the  con f l i c t  i n  Nan-yOeh ,  and  thus  re fused  

to  coopera te  w i th  Ch ina .^  

The  government  o f  Ch  ' ao -hs ien  was  a lso  over th rown by  

Ch ina  and  was  conver ted  in to  the  commander ies  o f  Lo - lang  

,  HsOan- t 'u  ,  L in - tun  ,  and  Chen- fan  j|  ̂  . 

The  k ing  Wei  Yu -ch 'O  , a grandson  o f  We i  Man ,  d id  

no t  have  an  aud ience  w i th  the  Emperors ,  and  a lso  prevented  

envoys  o f  Chen  JL  and  Chen- fan  s ta tes  f rom v is i t ing  the  

Emperor .  Ch 'ao -hs ien  a lso  a l lowed  re fugees  f rom Ch ina  to  

s tay  the re .  These  inc iden ts  were  incons is ten t  w i th  the  du ty  

o f  ex te rna l  re ta iners  and  the  ideo logy  o f  "k ingcra f t " .  I n  

109  B .C .  Emperor  Wu d ispa tched  t roops  to  Ch 'ao -hs ien  a f te r  

We i  Yu -ch 'O  murdered  She  Ho  $  ,  the  Commandant  o f  the  

L iao - tung  commandery .  I n  the  summer  o f  108  B .C .  We i  was  

murdered  by  a  fo l lower ,  N i  Hs i  Soon  a f te r  Ch 'ao -

hs ien  was  d iv ided  in to  four  Ch inese  commander ies .  

Even  though  Emperor  Wu conver ted  bo th  Nan-yOeh  and  

Ch 'ao -hs ien  in to  commander ies  and  d is t r i c ts ,  the  commandery -

and -s ta te  sys tem became g rea t ly  s t rengthened  a f te r  Con­

fuc ian ism was  na t iona l i zed  a t  the  end  o f  the  Former  Han  

dynas ty .  Po l i t i ca l  re la t ions  wi th  fo re ign  s ta tes  were  thus  

expanded .  



CHAPTER 3  

EARLY RECORDS OF  S INO-JAPANESE POLIT ICAL  RELATIONS 

A t  th is  t ime  h is to r ica l  and  a rchaeo log ica l  mate r ia ls  

cannot  p rov ide  us  w i th  enough  in fo rmat ion  to  accura te ly  

recons t ruc t  S ino -Japanese  re la t ions  be fore  the  War r ing  

S ta tes  (Chang-kuo  ®  )  pe r iod  (403 -221  B .C . ) .  However ,  

Ch ina 's  remarkab le  in f luence  on  Japan  had  begun  a t  l eas t  by  

the  re ign  o f  Emperor  Wu ( 141 -87  B .C . ) .  Dur ing  th is  per iod  

the  nor thern  Korean  pen insu la  ivas  ru led  over  by  four  comman-

der ies  under  Ch ina 's  d i rec t  ju r i sd ic t ion .  Ch ina  g radua l l y  

became aware  o f  Japan  po l i t i ca l l y  th rough  the  commander ies  

and  the  South  Korean  s ta tes .  

There  a re  th ree  Ch inese  records  on  S ino -Japanese  

re la t ions  dur ing  the  Han  per iod  (206  B .C . -220  A .D . ) .  Few 

f ac ts  can  be  ve r i f i ed  d i rec t l y  f rom these  f ragmenta ry  and  

one -s ided  h is to r ica l  mate r ia ls ;  we  can  on ly  con jec tu re  about  

the  na ture  o f  Japan 's  re la t ions  w i th  Ch ina .  The  f i r s t  

record  o f  S ino -Japanese  re la t ions  appears  in  the  H is to ry  o f  

the  Former  Han  Dynas ty  (Han-shu  ) .  I t  records ,  " In  

Lo - lang  y j jL  Sea  the re  l i ved  Wa peop le .  There  were  more  

than  one  hundred  s ta tes .  They  had  an  aud ience  [w i th  the  

Emperor  o r  h is  o f f i c ia ls ]  every  year  regu la r ly .  " * 7 5  These  

sen tences  re fe r  to  the  per iod  a f te r  108  B .C .  when  the  
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