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Camp Verde's 4 -H Shooting Sports Club from left to right: Steve Drake, Cody Forrester, Danny Rezzonico, Aron Pettijohn, and Frank
Drake.

Camp Verde 4 -H'ers

Right on Target
by Lorraine B. Kingdon

Aron Pettijohn is a sharpshooter
and a hunter. He knows his guns.

He knows how to be safe on the trail.
Aron Pettijohn is 12 years old and a

proud member of the 4 -H Shooting
Sports Club in Camp Verde. He and
fellow 4 -H'ers Frank Drake, 17; Steve
Drake, 16; Cody Forrester, 15; and
Danny Rezzonico, 18, are a competi-
tion- winning target shooting team.

Their skill at the Verde Valley Fair
led to a highly prized invitation from
the Army National Guard to be the first
Arizona team to compete in the Junior
Air Rifle National Team Championship
in Camp Perry, Ohio. This meet is the
Olympics of air rifle target shooting,
says Larry Drake, club leader.

Drake is an enthusiastic supporter

of in 4 -H and shooting sports. "I've
always believed in formal training for
kids who are going to go hunting. We
teach firearm safety, courtesy and a lot
more than just target practice.

"I hope we can make bullet -rid-
dled road signs an endangered spe-
cies," he says firmly.

Camp Verde wholeheartedly sup-
ports their sharp shooting 4 -H team.
Although the National Guard helped
with expenses, the trip to Camp Perry
cost each teenager approximately
$320. But the town put together a
gymkhana, a raffle and a yard sale to
raise nearly $3,100. J and G Sales,
Prescott, donated the airline -proof
shipping containers for the air rifles.

The state 4 -H Foundation bought

the four special air rifles required for
the match, Daisy model 853 single -
pump 177 calibre pellet guns. Other
4 -H shooting sport clubs will also be
able to use the guns in future competi-
tions.

Tell Aron to hit the bullseye and he
will, more often than not. So will his
teammates. Their skills weren't per-
fected overnight; the team has prac-
ticed many long hours. Almost half the
teenagers who signed up when the
club started dropped out before the
course was completed, Drake says.

But, just ask Aron -or Cody, Steve,
Danny or Frank -what they remem-
ber about the 4 -H group and the
answer is unanimous. "It's fun!"
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