“Our goal is to raise, socialize, love and protect
these puppies, while they are in training to be

guide dogs for the blind.”

Special Dogs...
Special Trainers

Story and Photos by Mike Shannon

Fourteen-year-old Kari Erickson
cried for days.

She was going to Flagstaff to give
away Lija, a 2I-month-old female
golden retriever that she had raised
from a puppy.

“We all cried,” Kari’'s mother,
Michalyn, said.

Kari’s 12-year-old brother, Jack,
stayed home.

“Jack had already said goodbye to
Lija and we had left the house,”
Michalyn said. *‘I forgot something and
went back inside, he was lying on the
couch just sobbing.”

Jack knew his sister would be giv-
ing Lija’s leash to a man who would take
the dog to its new home.

That was three years and three
dogs ago.

For the Erickson family of Tucson,
the process of raising puppies and giv-
ing them away has become a family
affair. And although giving away a dog
isnt easy, they say the rewards are
worth it.
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Kari was—and Jack is—a member
of the Pathfinder Puppies 4-H Club, a
group of 25 Pima County residents
who train guide-dog puppies.

“Our goal is to raise, socialize, love
and protect these puppies, while they
are in training to be guide dogs for the
blind,” says Michalyn, the club’s leader.

The excitement in her voice rises
noticeably as she speaks of the pro-

gram. “It's my favorite subject,” she
admits.

“We have 13 puppies currently in
training,” she said.

The puppies become part of the
4-H member’s family for between 12
and 18 months. Club members provide
basic obedience training such as
housebreaking, and introduce the dog
to as many new situations as possible
before returning it to the Guide Dogs
for the Blind Inc. breeding and training
farm in San Rafael, California.

“We want to return to them a dog
who has been exposed to any environ-
mental situation possible—stores, res-
taurants, even planes and buses,”
Michalyn says.

Once the dogs are back on the
farm, they begin six months of exten-
sive harness training. During this
period, the dogs will either graduate
and become guide dogs or ‘“‘wash out
of the program,” Michalyn says. About
half of the puppies that start the pro-
gram graduate, she says.
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Jack Erickson and his golden retriever Wendell take a break from guide dog training.
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Eleven of the puppies raised by
members of the Pathfinder club have
graduated and now are serving as
guides to blind people.

Kari, a senior at Rincon High
School in Tucson, says she decided to
raise a guide-dog pup because “it was
something that was going to help
someone else and it was a new
experience.”

But, she says she didn’t know how
tough it would be to give Lija away.

“It never hit me that I'd really have
to give the dog back until it happened,”
Kari says. “l started spending a lot
more time with her. There were a lot of
times in my room that I just sat and
cried. It hurts and it’s really sad.”
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In March 1983
Michalyn helped form
Pathfinder Puppies
4-H Club to provide
leadership and sup-
port to members who
raise puppies.

But, Kari says it’s not all pain and
sorrow. She says raising a guide-dog
puppy provides a sense of accomplish-
ment, recognition and satisfaction.

Kari first trained Lija in the funda-
mentals so the dog could pass harness
training She was invited to attend Lija’s
graduation and present the dog to her
new owner. Also, she had done some-
thing positive for someone else.

These are the benefits that have
led the Ericksons from Lija to Jackson,
from Jackson to Wendell and now to
Kearny.

Jackson, a male golden retriever,
was raised by Kari and Jack. Wendell,
also a male golden retriever, was raised
by Jack. Jack and Michalyn are now
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raising Kearny, a female German
shepherd.

Raising and training dogs runs in
the Erickson family. Michalyn teaches
an obedience-training class for pup-
pies at Old Pueblo Dog Training Club
Inc. She served as training director for
Handi-Dogs Inc. from 1977 to 1980.

In fall 1983 Michalyn quit her job as
a health clerk with the Tucson Unified
School District to devote more time to
the guide-dog program.

“I have an interest in dogs that
help people,” Michalyn says. “When
Kari got into the dog project in 4-H, we
heard about the puppy- raising project.
“We applied (to receive a pup for train-
ing) in August 1982 and received Lija six
months later. It’s a rewarding and fulfill-
ing project. And we’ve grown more ex-
cited about it the longer we've been in
it.”

In March 1983 Michalyn helped
form Pathfinder Puppies 4-H Club to
provide leadership and support to
members who raise puppies.

“When theyre (club members)
facing their dog going back, they need
to know somebody else understands
exactly how they feel,” Michalyn says.
“And when they're anticipating the
puppy’s coming, it’s fun to anticipate
together.
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“Also, it gives us a sense of iden-
tity; we can say, ‘We are Pathfinder
Puppies 4-H Club; we are raising guide-
dog puppies.”™

Not just any puppy can become a
guide dog. Guide Dogs for the Blind
maintains a select breeding stock of
Labrador retrievers, golden retrievers
and German shepherds, all registered
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Guide dog training is not confined to
the sidewalk. Guide dog candidates
also learn to negotiate bus steps and
aisles.

by the American Kennel Club.

Guide Dogs for the Blind Inc., a
non-profit organization that began in
1942, provides guide dogs and a four-
week, in-residence training program
free of charge to any qualified blind
person.

Dogs with a special temperament,
intelligence and size have been de-
veloped by the school following more
than 30 years of breeding and re-
search.

When the puppies are three
months old, they leave the school’s
kennels to begin their initial training in
the homes of 4-H members. Members
like Jack Erickson whose pride in his
club is evidenced by the green T-shirt
he wears. The shirt boldly states in
white letters, “happiness is raising a
guide dog puppy.”

On January 11 Jack and Michalyn
received their new puppy, Kearny. But
on the same day Jack had to give Wen-
dell back. Something he says wasn't
easy.

“Iwas sad that day, but after giving
up two dogs already, | kind of knew
what to expect,” Jack says. “It’s not that
it was much easier, | was just better
prepared. I knew what was going to
happen and [ brought my Kleenex this

time.” {1
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Venomous Animals of Arizona

Venomous Animals of Arizona, by Dr. Robert Smith, is a complete guide to
e e the fascinating and often dangerous creatures that inhabit our state. Beau-

Julcy Fru ts tifully illustrated, the 134-page book helps the reader to understand and

Growing citrus trees can be a cinch  appreciate, rather than fear, Arizona's venomous animals. A handy reference

with the right tools and a copy of Juicy ~ for desert dwellers, Venomous Animals of Arizona makes a great gift. $6.50

Fruits. In this new videotape, UA

garden expert Terry Mikel explains

how to cultivate delicious citrus fruits in

your own back yard. TOtal Horse Cal‘e

Run time: 19 minutes

VHS or BETA $1995

You and your horse will both enjoy
Total Horse Care. UA veterinarian Dr.
Kathleen Henry takes you step by step
through nutrition, grooming, shoeing,
exercise and veterinary care. Keep
your horse happy and healthy with the
Total Horse Care videotape.

Run time: 28 minutes

VHS or BETA $1995

The Arizona Chaparral

A culmination of 30 years research, The Arizona Chaparral details the
growth, development and nutritive value of these important forage producing
shrubs. This 90-page book, by Dr. Floyd Pond and Dr. Ervin Schmutz, serves as
a valuable reference to this group of evergreen shrubs. $5.00

Address: 1) N | =m B
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Make check payable to University of Arizona — Cooperative Extension Service.
All orders must be prepaid. ‘Price includes postage and handling.

- _ Venomous Animals of Arizona Send to:

. JuicyFruits O VHS O BETA Agricultural Communications
Total Horse Care 0 VHS OBETA  College of Agriculture
The Arizona Chaparral University of Arizona

e Tucson, Arizona 85721
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