Dean Darrel Metcalfe discusses a UA research project with Associate Dean L. W. “Pete” Dewhirst, director
of the Agricultural Experiment Station.

Metcalfe named dean while successor sought

Dr. Darrel S. Metcalfe was named Dean of the
University of Arizona College of Agriculture Jan. 26,
1979 by University President Dr. John P. Schaefer.

Metcalfe had served as acting dean for a year. He
has been part of the College of Agriculture faculty
since 1958, as professor of agronomy, director of
Resident Instruction, assistant director of the Agri-
cultural Experiment Station and research scientist
in agronomy.

After a nationwide search and screening effort
did not result in selection of a new dean in 1978,
Metcalfe, 65, agreed to serve as dean while the
selection process continues.

Schaefer termed Metcalfe’s appointment, “‘the
capstone of more than 20 years service to the col-
lege, the university and the state,” and said, “We
are committed to replacing Metcalfe with another
outstanding individual and intend to continue to
search diligently for a person of proven leadership
qualities.”
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He said that Metcalfe and his eventual successor
would be charged with:

‘1. Establishing and maintaining strong research
programs in the Agricultural Experiment Station
oriented to providing direct benefits to Arizona
agriculture and all Arizonans.

“2. Operating the programs of the Cooperative
Extension Service in a manner that will give Arizona
communities, especially rural communities, what
they need and what they want.

3. Maintaining a strong, progressive, nationally
competitive curriculum and a faculty of the quality
required to ensure the very best learning oppor-
tunities for our students.”

Metcalfe succeeds Dr. Gerald R. Stairs, who
resigned as dean in early 1978 and is now at Duke
University.
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