Letters to the editor

In the summer 1977 issue of Progressive Agri-
culture in Arizona, the article “Computing a Way to
Control Coyotes” is of great professional interest
to me.

One statement in the factual portion (the-non-
opinion sampling part) of your fine article should be
re-reviewed for accuracy. That is the paragraph
bridging pages 14 and 16. One of the most persistent
and widely quoted myths regarding Compound 1080
is that it has a “tendency to find its way down the
food chain.”

Certainly secondary poisoning is possible with
Compound 1080 as with many other toxicants, but to
my knowledge tertiary poisoning has never been
demonstrated. Even with secondary poisoning, it
would be oversimplification simply to say that a
‘“scavenger who feeds on the carcass of the coyote”
will be killed. It is a much more complex situation.
Body weight, 1080-resistance, amount of feeding,
portion of carcass fed upon, and amount of 1080
ingested by original victim are only some of the con-
siderations. A lethal combination of such factors
would be much more difficult to achieve at the next
step down the food chain.

As you stated, ““the public” and various wildlife
managers oppose 1080 but the responsibility for this
attitude is to a large measure due to efforts of the
Council on Environmental Quality and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. There also is a segment
of “the public,” and many knowledgeable wildlife
managers, who endorse the use of 1080 because of
its selectivity, effectiveness, economy, and lack of
environmental harm when properly utilized. The
California Department of Fish and Game is on writ-
ten record in the latter group.

So, going back to your food chain paragraph,
since it says that is the reason the people in
Economic Research Service have ascribed to public
opposition to 1080, the article does chemical control
a disservice by perpetuating an erroneous concept.
For the scope of this article, | suggest that a better
statement would be to merely refer to possible
effects of Compound 1080 usage upon non-target
animals.

Sincerely,
Maynard W. Cummings, Unit Coordinator
Extension Wildlife and Sea Grant
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Progressive Agriculture in Arizona welcomes
letters either in response to published articles or
about other agricultural issues and College of Agri-
culture programs in the state. All letters should be
signed and are subject to editing for clarity and space
considerations.




	pa-30-01_020_m

