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County Agents Take
Research to Farmers

As part of the College of Agriculture
"team" at the University of Arizona,
county agents in each county of the state
bring the campus and the laboratory right
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to the farm. In the photo above, John
Heward ( right) and County Agent Amos
H. Underwood look over a sign on Rew-
ard's farm near Holbrook where a coop -

erative research and demonstration pro-
gram is under way.

In this program, alfalfa varieties and
fertilizer treatments are being studied.
Cooperating in this test in addition to
Mr. Heward and the county agent, are
the extension and experiment station ag-
ronomists and soils scientists as well as
the National Plant Food Institute. The
program was developed last fall at the
request of Navajo county farmers.

Other similar types of "research on the
farm" programs are underway throughout
the northern part of the state and in other
areas as well. In addition to the alfalfa
test, a corn test is being conducted in Na-
vajo county; irrigated pastures, corn hy-
brids, sorghum and corn forage tests in
Yavapai county; corn and sorghums in
Coconino county; Bermuda grass, barley
varieties, sorghum seed production and
varieties in Mohave county; and small
grains, forage sorghums, and alta fescue
in Apache county.

All of these tests, as well as others lo-
cated on farms and at the University's
many experiment stations throughout the
state, have as their objective the solution
to pressing farm problems - and the
demonstration of how such solutions can
be put into effect on a practical basis.

Through active cooperation of all in-
terested parties, real progress is being
made on a variety of specific and some-
times very complex situations where they
exist -right on the farm.

The Outmoded Sign

The sign beside the doorway was old
and faded : OLAF OLSEN - BLACK -
SMITHING & HORSE SHOEING. We
saw that sign every day, as we walked
past the shop to school, back in our mid -
west childhood.

Forty years ago there was the sound
and smell of horses being shod. There
was the activity of shaping and fitting
the steel rim to the felly of a wagon
wheel, the sharpening of plow points,
making of runners for bob sleds. Olaf
Olsen, a youngster from Denmark, was
a genius and an indispensable man in
our community.

Olaf is still there, although the horses,
the farm wagons and bob sleds are gone.
Olaf has a flair for making intricate parts
for the modern farm machinery used to-
day. There is no delay in the harvest to
wait for parts because, "Olaf can fix it,
do a good job quickly, so we can get back
in the field right away."

Olaf, these past few years when a
younger man takes much of the load, has
also revealed an artistic skill in wrought
iron work. Homes on the better streets
boast stair rails and decorative porch sup-
ports attesting his sense of strength, beau-
ty and utility. Olaf is still indispensable,
though the horse -drawn days are gone.

Oddly, the sign remains the same,
either through accident or sentiment we
do not know. Scarcely readable now, it
still attests to the skill of "OLAF OLSEN
-BLACKSMITHING & HORSE
SHOEING."

Perhaps we, in this business of educa-
tion and scientific research, are somewhat
like Olaf, that skilled craftsman of our
home town. We still carry the label of
"College of Agriculture," although courses
of study, laboratory techniques, modern
equipment, new realms of science, prep-
aration for new professional fields of ac-
tivity, all have been changed vastly in
recent years. Like Olaf, we've been just
too busy to change the sign by the win-
dow.

Actually, this College of Agriculture
can prepare a young person for hundreds
of important, interesting, highly paid vo-
cations, of which farming and ranching
are only a part. Likewise, the soils labora-
tory, the water research laboratorie3, the
chemistry laboratories. the field trials at
branch experiment stations throughout
the state, all have been transformed in
recent years by the new techniques, new
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learning and new devices which meet the
needs of a new day.

We can train a young man, in this Col-
lege of Agriculture, to be a valued realty
officer in a bank, a foreign service career
employee, a fabrics research scientist for
the textile industry, a research chemist for
the farm chemical industry, or editor of
a farm magazine. Name a hundred other
interesting, modern, socially useful occu-
pations and we'll tell you how we train
for them, too.

The term "College of Agriculture" has
historical substance, dating from the time
when a new land and growing population
required trained men to develop the re-
sources of soil, plants and animals. Nor
do we, today, neglect for an instant the
importance of these basic needs of any
civilization.

But, like Olaf, we have responded to
the new needs of a new day, developing
new talents so that, like he, we may al-
ways be useful to the community we
serve.

Wite/t4.,
Dean
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