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WHERE, OH WHERE?

In each issue PROGRESSIVE AGRICUL-
TURE will publish a picture of an Ari-
zona view, one which cannot be confused
with any other. At right is the first such
picture. Just for the fun of it, we'd like
our readers to search their memory of
back trails to see if they can identify the
scene.

Here is the first one. How many of
you readers know where this group of
ranch signs stand, obviously at a road
intersection ?

If you don’t know, turn to Page 13
and get the answer.
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Cotton Experts Keep
Anxious Watch On

Weevils 1n Sonora

The possibility of the boll weevil mov-
ing from Mexico into cotton growing
areas of Arizona is very definite, an ento-
mologist told the Western Cotton Pro-
duction Conference at Phoenix this
spring.

Dr. H. G. Johnston of the National
Cotton Council, Memphis, stated no one
can say, with any degree of assurance,
that the boll weevil in northern Sonora
will or will not be able to survive in cot-
ton fields in the Santa Cruz Valley or in
the Salt River Valley.

“But at the rate it has spread over the
entire Caborca area during the past six
years, and the close similarity of much of
this area to cotton areas in Arizona, it
certainly should be placed in the category
of a very definite threat,” Dr. Johnston
explained.

Dr. Johnston stated that today there
are at least two biologically different boll
weevil strains — one adapted to a humid,
rainfall climate and another to a dry, hot,
desert climate. Substantial evidence exists
the eastern strain is not capable of sur-
viving in western cotton areas.

The story is different with the western
strain, however.

In the Caborca area, where production
has expanded greatly since World War
I1, boll weevils were first found in 1956.
In six years it had spread over the entire
area. Two years ago, weevils were found
in the Magdalena vicinity.

A U. S. Department of Agriculture
survey in 1962 revealed estimated losses
of one bale or more per acre in many of
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the fields. Of vital concern to Arizona
and California growers, Dr. Johnston
said, is that infested fields at Agua Calien-
te are no more than 30 miles from Ari-
zona cotton north of Nogales and the
infestation at La Solina is about 140 miles
from the San Luis-Yuma area on the
Colorado River.

As a result of the survey, the U. S.
Department of Agriculture and Mexican
officials conducted a spray program last
fall. A complete evaluation cannot be
made until early this summer, but pre-
liminary results look encouraging, Dr.
Johnston explained.

Boll weevils were found at Delicias in
1950 and the Presidio Valley of Texas in
1953. In three years, they had spread over
the entire valley, and serious damage was
done in some fields the second year. The
entomologist said that since 1957 exten-
sive control schedules have been followed,
and costs up to $45 per acre have been
reported by growers.

By 1961 weevils had spread up the Rio
Grande Valley some 150 miles. A co-
operative project was initiated to apply
insecticides to all the infested area from
just above the Presidio Valley to the
lower end of the El Paso Valley.

Cooperating were the National Cotton
Council, U.S.D.A., Texas Experiment Sta-
tion and State Department of Agriculture,
and the Mexican government.

Results have been most encouraging,
Dr. Johnston reported, and chances are
good weevils will be eliminated from this
area.

Dr. Johnston told the growers that lots
of additional information is needed con-
cerning western boll weevils and that
research now under way by the U. S. De-
partment of Agriculture and The Univer-
sity of Arizona should provide some of
the needed answers.
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Cochise County
KAWT, Douglas—Check local listings.
KHIL, Willcox — Mon. thru Fri.,
7:45 a.m.

Coconino County

KCLS, Flagstaff — Tues. and Thurs.,
8:20 a.m.

KGLS, Flagstaff (Home Agent) —
Thurs., 9:45 a.m.

KPGE, Page — Fri., 2:30 p.m.

Graham County
KATO, Safford — Sat., 9:30 a.m.
Maricopa County

KTAR, Phoenix — Mon. thru Sat.,
5:30 a.m.

KUPD, Phoenix — Mon. thru Sat,,
5:30 a.m. and 12:25 p.m.

KPHO, Phoenix — Mon. (cotton re-
port) 12:40 p.m.; Thurs. (dairy and
livestock report) 12:40 p.m.

Navajo County
KD]JI, Holbrook — Tues., 12:45 p.m.
Pinal County

KPIN, Casa Grande — Mon. thru Sat.,
6:55 a.m.; Mon. and Fri., 9:30 a.m.;
Tues., Thurs. and Sat., 12:20 p-m.;
Fri., 5:00 p.m.; Sat., 7:00 a.m.

Santa Cruz County
KNOG, Nogales — Mon., 6:30 a.m.

Yavapai County
KYCO, Prescott — Mon., Wed. and

Fri., 5:55 p.m.
KNOT, Prescott — Mon., Wed. and
Fri., 5:35 am.

Yuma County
KVOY, Yuma — Mon. thru Fri., 5:45
a.m.
KYUM, Yuma — Mon. thru Fri., 6:25
a.m.



