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Data from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) STORET computer system was analyzed
to determine the present nutrient concentrations in the Verde River watershed and concentrations
were found to be high. Total phosphate concentrations were found to be at or above the standards
set by EPA. The limited data indicate that nitrogen is probably the limiting nutrient, but other
factors are probably involved. It was found that the majority of the nutrient loadings occurred
during high runoff events indicating most of the nutrients are from nonpoint sources. New standards
for total phosphate and total nitrogen are recommended for this watershed.
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