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NARRATIVE REPORT OF M.M. WINSLOW, YUMA. COUNTY, ARIZONA.

SEPTE1ffiER 16 TO NOVEMBER 30, 1920.



1. FARM BUREAU.

When I took over the work in the county of Yuma
there was no farm bureau in existence, nor had there been
one in the past. While some farmers appreciate the fact
that no well defined and successful program of agricul
tural extension work can be executed without organized
effort, none have been willing to cooperate with the county
agent to form a farm bureau.

Since coming here I have talked the farm bureau
movement, and there is reason to believe that some interest
is being aroused, and that in time a start can be made
that will grow and become permanent.

At present there are two active farm organizations
in the valley, one composed of the alfalfa growers and the
other of the cotton growers. The county agent has been able
to work through these two organizations in handling a number
of problems to the satisfaction of all concerned.

2. PROGRAM OF WORK.

No program of work was attempted for the three re

maining months of the year. A quick general survey was
made of the agricultural conditions, and suoh assistance
rendered the farmers as was found urgent during the harvest
season.

3. AC TIVITIES.

(a) Alfalfa seed oertification�

This projeot took the greater part of my time during
September, Ootober, and the first half of November. It was

necessary for the county agent to classify the various fields
of alfalfa and certify as to the variety before the owners

could sell their seed.

This service is highly valued by the alfalfa growers
as it gives their seed a reputation that it would not other
wise have, and Yuma Valley Certified Hairy-Peruvian alfalfa
seed is well known to the trade throughout the Southwest.

The certification work as it has been handled in the

past gave some grounds for criticism, so we thought best to
strengthen it in some respeots in order to protect the rep
utation of certified seed, and to maintain the confidenoe of
the buyers.



The manager of the Yuma Valley Produce Growers Associ
ation places a value of $10 per acre on 6000 acres of
Hairy-Peruvian alfalfa or a total of $60,000 as the finan
cial gain the seed growers were enabled to make through the
service.

(b) Cotton.

A number of meetings have been attended and several
oonferenoes held to discuss plans for cotton planting next
year. There is a demand for a better variety of ootton for
planting in the va'l.l.ey as all of the sho rt staple varieties
are quite badly mixed. This problem does not ooncern the
Pima variety as pure seed oan be obtained from the Salt
River Valley. However, Pima made only about one-third of
the total cotton acreage, and was not very well liked by
many of the growers.

This question is arousing oonsiderable interest and is
becoming an organized effort upon the part of one oommunity
to improve one of our leading orops. Results are going to
materialize which will mean the betterment of the 100a1
ootton growing industry of the Yuma Valley.

(0) :Marketing.

Assistance was given to the Yuma Valley Produce Grower's
Association in marketing problems arising from the sale of
Hairy-Peruvian alfalfa seed. I helped to draw up the crop
contract that is to be used next year.

The value of cooperative selling has been explained to
individual farmers, and propaganda carried on in support of
a stronger alfalfa seed grower's association. One local
paper has given considerable publicity to the movement through
my efforts.

At present, through the alfalfa seed growers, we are start
ing a campaign for a state pure seed law and a noxious weed
law for the protection of the seed growers, primarily, but
for the proteotion of Arizona agriculture in general.

(d) Rodent Control.

Through the assistance of Mr. A. W. l�ore of the Biolog
ical Survey, 41 farmers have been enabled through demonstration
of proper methods in using poisoned grain, tp practically
rid their farms of the destructive Pooket Gopher. Through
our supervision, the Heclamation Ijervice has treated about
20 miles of ditches, ]cilling nearly 95% of the rodents.



4. OUTLOOK FOR NEXT YEAR.

The outlook for next year is not as promising as we
would like, since many of our farmers plunged on cotton and
suffered severe losses in many cases. This situation can
be better appreciated when it is realized that nearly 40
per cent of the local farmers are unable to meet the next
payment on the purchase price of their land. I might add
that a large acreage of land changed hands the past two
years.

We are going to work for more diversified farming,
less cotton acreage and higher yields per acre, and the in
troduction of livestock and dairying. The farm bureau idea
will be pushed, and it is hoped that next year will see the
organization of a worthwhile farm bureau in Yuma county.

Respect�ully submitted,

( s ie-ned) M. 1-;1. Winslow.

County Agent.
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November 26, 1920.

Mr. w. M. cook ,
Extension Director,

Tucson, Arizona.
Dear Mr. t:ook:

I suppose you must think I am one of the most
cheerful liars you have ever known for here it is almost four
months since I left the service and the report which I promised
to send you so promptly bas not even been mentioned. Of course
I was as busy as I could be up to the last minute, in fact I
carried a lot of the alfalfa seed certificB.tion work along and
sent it back from here. The alfalfa seed work had reached a

point where it became necessary for me to examine and classify
every alfalfa field in the Yuma Valley and this I did before I
left and it was quite a job. ihe issuing of the certificates
also took time as it was n.ecessary to check each one carefully
as to location and class. A new seal press was required and
this I ha.d to get after I reached here and send back for use in
Yuma. I had intended to make rather a full report on this seed
work and wanted a couple sets of tags to use as exhibits and I
thot I would never be able to get them, however, they finally
came thru and I am sending them with this so that you may know
how and to what extent the seed was UCertified".

As I understand it, Form 6 (Revised Nov. 1919),
is intended as a guide for making a report of some seventeen
.pages, altho it is headed as an Annual Report. I am not cer
tain that I could follow the suggestions with any degree of
accuracy and as they seem to deal largely with Farm Bureau
activities and other lines of work foreign to Yuma County I
have used the form merely to record the conditions existing
along the lines indicated.

I did a good deal of advisory work along various
lines at all times but at no time could I make any headway �ith
the Farm �ureau movement. I was fairly successful in getting
a cotton Growers Association organized, mainly relating to the
importation of cotton pickers, and the Yuma Valley Produce Growers
Association was revived and made effective for the handling of
alfalfa seed and especially certified Peruvian seed. To accom

plish this much seemed to require an unre�sonab1e rumount of time
and work altho the results appear to justify the effort and should
be of value in furthering other organizations.



WMC2.

Perhaps the most important work for the year was

the classification-of the alfalfa fields and the certification
of the seed. The work for this year is a continuation of a

written project undertaken by me in cooperation with the
University in 1918 and carried thru 1919 practiqally without
change as to method but conditions arising in 1920 seemed to
permit and require certain changes. Previous to this year I
issued and attached tags to alfalfa seed sacks containing
seed represented as being harvested from fields which I had
examined and classified as either Smooth or Hairy Peruvian
and so far as I am able to determine few if any errors occurred.

However J there was always some uncertainty as to .the
identity of the seed and in order to remove this doubt I decid
ed this year to examine and classify all alfalfa fields in the
valley and make an office record showing location and class,
and from this record to issue certificates of purity to any or

all growers, tags, however, to be attached only to such sacks
as carried certificates-of identity from both the grower and
cleaner. I am inclosing copies of the form usedJ these being
printed for the Yuma Valley �roduce Growers Association altho
any o rner' dealer or cleaner could be substi tuted.

Heretofore I had been compelled to use a variety of
color for the tags but this season I decided to use only blue
for the Hairy Peruvian and red for the Smooth Peruvian. No tags
were ever attached to the Cbilian or co��on alfalfa. Tbis year
I placed the year of issue on the tags and also on the seal press
with the letters U. A., representing the University of Arizona.
As a check showing authenticity I have always initialed all tags
before attaching them to the sacks. It has not been po�sible to
seal the sacks so that the seals would require breaking before
the seed could be reached altho any attempt to change the contents
of the aacks would be apt to be detected, at least if such a

change were attempted while the seed was still in Yu�a, and as the
tags are attached by wire thru the sewing at the top a retailer
would naturally break the seal before selling in small quantities.

One thing or another prevented the University assisting
much and the classification represents my ideas for commercial
purposes. The work is far from perfect but is about the best I
could devise to assist in stabilizing a comparatively important
industry. Tbat the work was of considerable value, perhaps several
times its cost is, I think, indicated by the action of the growers
in perfecting their association and making a specialty of certified
seed. Buyers early reco,�ized the value of the classification and
certification and usually made their contracts conditional upon my
decision. An attempt was made to improve the type of the Hairy
-Peruvian thru selection but pressure of other work prevented any
definite results along this line. The importance of the industry,
in my opinion, justifies type fixing work.



WMC3.

In addition to the work in alfalfa seed a cotton
seed project was carried on under written agreement with
the Uhiversity and certain cooperators in the Yuma and Gila
valleys. This was undertaken in 1919 thru the distribution
of two bushels of �igh gr�de Mebane cotton seed secured by
Prd' • Thompson and Mr. !Vlebane and placed by me in the hands
of practical growers'under written agre'='msnt as to growing
and handling and from this small ounnt;ity sufficient seed
was secured for the planting of about 350 acres in the spring
of 1920 and from all indications this acreage will fur�ish
all the good seed of this variety that will be required for
future plantings in this 'territory. The yields of this
cotton were in every instance much better than adjoining
fields of the best grades of the same yariety existing
in the valley and I believe this, small effort will result in at
least a ten per cent incr�ase in yield where planted. Of
course the effort of the long staple people to establish the
Fltma"exclusively'may have some effect on the interest taken
in better short staple seed altho in my �pinion there will
always be a considerable acreage of short staple planted in
lower end of the �uma valley and any assistance that can be

given to secure larger yields and higher grades will result
in a direct benefit to the rancbers.

As I have stated, much time and effort was expend-
ed in attempting to perfect arrangements for the securing of
such labor as might be needed for harvesting the current sea

son's crop of cotton. Several meetings were held and a lot of
arguing done but I believe that out of it all we were in better
shape to handle the proposition than a.t any previous time. The
question of financing the work is the difficult part, there being,
much feeling against any charge for this purpose in a universal
way and unless the cost can be equally distributed over the 'whole
acreage it becomes unreasonable upon individuals. It is a hard
proposition and it will certainly be a blessing to the l.uma valley
when they become wise enough to cut their cotton acreage to a

reasonable amount, such as the community can harvest without
outside labor, and further diversify their farm operations. In
my opinion there is room for real assistance along this line in
t�e future for it can only be a question of time until the Yuma
ranchers will be compelled to' get away from special crops. When
such time arrives they will undoubtedly be more inclined to wor-k
together with a real community spirit.



WMC4.

The work done in organizing the alfalfa seed growers
consisted in reviving an old organization incorporated some

.

years ago more especially for the handling of cantaloupes but
which had become almost inoperative thru lack of' interest and
difference of' opinion but its powers as incorporated were so
broad that it seemed wiser to rebuild than to start an entirely
new association. New officers were elected and additional stock
sold to provide the necessary funds and when I left the associa
tion was in very good working shape. A considerable saving had
been effected thru the purchasing of sacks in quantity and there
was a general. feeling that t�e farmers could work together to
their own advantage. There .was also a much keener interest taken
in the proper classification of the fields and in the purity and
auality of the seed to be offered for sale. .

.

Assistance was given the Biologi.cal Survey in a cam-

paign for the extermination of gophers and I believe more progress
made than in any previous effort. The gopher question is a real
one in the Yuma valley and because of the peculiar conditions ex

isting there will in all probability be a continuing one.
Assistance was given the Home Demonstration Agents in

their work altho comparatively little good seems to result from
short- time infrequent visits in this line. An earnest Vlorker,
permanently located, who would be willing to live and work and
sweat with the women of the valley could undoubtedly accomplish
much good.

Other Extension Service workers were helped as oppor
tunity offered and an effort made to further the work where poss
ible. No fairs were held altho exhibits of the Yuma Commercial
Club were looked after in a general way. Aid was given in the
starting of the Yuma Mesa Citrus Exp. Farm which I think will be
of great value to that part of the Yuma Project. Many other things
were given such time and attention as their importance seemed to
warrant.

That the County j�gent work is fairly well established
and apr-r-ecLat ed by the people of Yuma County is, I thin�, shown
by the willi:l.gness of supervisors to a.ppropriate funds to the limit
of their powers a.nd in their expression'of a desire to ha.ve the
work continue. In this connection I would strongly recommend that
the present state law be properly amended to permit additional
appropriations beyond that possible under a ·strict interpretation
of existing statues. A little work, vigorously and persistently
prosecuted, should secure a very satisfactory enactment and permit
of expansion and continuance of the work as and where justified.

Trusting that the above rambling report will be of some

value to you, I remain,
Sincerely yours,

J. W. Longstreth,
Ex.County Agent, Yuma Count,

Arizona"
'


