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has tried commercial fertilizers, . but
not barnyard manures. Mr. Gumm
has raised more than 50,000 pounds
of onions to the acre. Other growers
have equalled this record.

Onions must be watered often,
about every six days. They take

about as much water as alfalfa. It

is the usual practice to cultivate clean

until well along in midsummer when

a few weeds and grass are permitted
to grow up in the rows to provide
shade. This method of culture is un

der question at the present time..
The onion seed beds are planted in

September and replanting to the field
is done in February. The sets are

seven inches apart in the rows to give
ample room for the onions to develop.
The harvesting is done in the late
summer.

Mr. Gumm's neighbors say that he
is very deserving of the title, "The

Arizona Onion King." He is given
the credit of creating and developing
an industry which promises to win

(Continued on Page 18.)
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GROWING VALENCIAS IN COCHISE COUNTY
By GUY TRAIL, '25

Cochise County is Rapidly Becoming an Onion Growing Center of no Little

Merit, and This Product Bids Fair to Rival the Excellent

Quality of the Arizona Lettuce and Grapefruit.

If you were at the State Fair and

overheard a business-like farmer call

himself the "Onion King" of Arizona,
you were in the presence of J. A.

Gumm. He rules in the kingdom of

Cochise County, in the southeastern

part of the state.
For the past six years Gumm has

taken as much pride in producing
onions as the champion orange grow
er takes in growing blue-ribbon fruit.

Growing onions with Gumm is both a

hobby and a commercial enterprise.
Two years ago Cochise county

onions were brought to the Univer

sity by Extension men. The size and

quality of the Arizona Valencias sur

prised the most enthusiastic boosters
for this new industry.
The onion industry in Cochise

county has had a remarkable growth.
About five or six years ago Mr. Gumm

planted some Spanish onions. He be

lieved he could grow better stuff than
was imported for the trade in this

country. From this modest beginning
the acreage has grown until it was

more than 80 acres the past season.

The bulk of the crop is grown in the

San Simon and San Pedro valleys.
Plans are under way now to set out

about 800 acres next spring. The

Sulphur Springs Valley farmers are

going into the business on an exten

sive scale.
So far this fall, 65 carloads of

Cochise onions have been shipped out

by the Cochise County Valencia On
ion Growers' Association. The on

ions are sold on the Chicago whole

sale market. They are packed in 30-

pound crates and graded according to

the count per box. The onions are

graded as "72s", "50s" and "Jumbos".

They are always sweet and keep
well. On good land, and with proper

culture, it is not unusual to find 40

per cent of a field of onions averaging
two pounds each.
While growers in this section are

A FIELD OF VALENCIAS IN THE SAN SIMON VALLEY.

staunch believers in the future de

velopment of the crop, profits do not

come easily. Onion growing is more

like vegetable gardening than any

thing else, and that means endless
work and careful attention to many

vexing details. Proof of the intensity
of onion growing is shown by the fact

that most of the plantings are small,
the average farmer going in for not

more than five acres.

It is estimated by careful growers
that the gross profits per acre will

average between $1,000 to $1,500.
This season prices have run from 4

to 6 cents F. O. B. cars, the onions

being put in Chicago for a cent addi
tional. The demand is generally ac

tive, because the only competition is
with the Spanish crop which must be

imported.
How does Mr. Gumm grow his

champion onions? By giving them

the proper soil and culture. On his

farm near Benson he plows under

oats in January to provide the onion

roots with the proper fertilizer. He
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fresh laurels for the state. In the
near future it is predicted that Ari
zona onions will be as widely known
for their excellence as Arizona grape
fruit and lettuce.
Mr. Gumm has, up to the present,

given much of his time and thought
to seed production. Of course, he has
interests in the plantings of the San
Simon valley. Naturally, seed is in

great demand with the acreage in

creasing by leaps and bounds and the

pioneer of the industry has been tax

ed to the utmost to keep pace with
the demand for seed. Only this year
has there been seed enough to satis

fy any considerable number of grow
ers.

In a conversation recently with an

Extension specialist we were informed

that yields this season had on the
whole been rather poor, because of
the fact that the soil was new and

tillage practices were still in the ex

perimental stage. It has been pretty
well demonstrated this season that
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The Secret of Case
Efficiency

CASE field reports cover fully the cause and rem

edy of every interruption in the satisfactory op
eration of Case machines. Case engineers have re

duced the handling of these reports to a science.

Month by month they chart the comparative effi

ciency and durability of the parts and units affected.
Month by month the charted information is checked
against the record of repair parts sold. From this
record an endurance factor is established by the

simple formula:

Number parts used

Numbermachines
= Endurance factor foreach part.

Every effort is made to reduce this factor to the
lowest possible point. The whole process of refine
ment is continuous and now almost automatic in its
operation. No weakness of any kind can escape
attention.

This is why the development of Case machines can

be, and has been, carried to a point far in advance of
the ordinary. This is the secret of the efficiency
and dependability of every Case machine.

J.I.CaseThreshin�MachineCo.
(Established 1842)

Dept. A7S Racine, Wisconsin
Case Farm Tractors, Steel Threshers,
Silo Fillers, Baling Presses, Steam En
gines, Road Machinery, Grand Detour

Plows and Disk Harrows.

NOTE--Our plows and harrows are NOT
the Case plows and harrows made by the

J.l Case Plow Works Company

o

the growing of grass in the rows to

make shade for the onions is of doubt
ful value, because the grass consumes

its part of the fertility in the soil and

consequently takes food from the

plants. Several growers were con

vinced that they would employ clean
cultivation next summer. Practically
all are making a study of fertilizers,
because the soil is new and lacking in

fertility.
Cochise onion producers are be

ginning to ask whether they will be
be able to find a ready market at fair

prices for their product in the next

few years as production increases.
Can they displace the imported onion?
Will overproduction bring its usual

plague of ruinous prices? The lead
ers of the new industry are studying
marketing as well as production, pro
ceeding with caution and resorting to

tried and true methods of distribution.

A permanent wound dressing for
fruit trees may be made by mixing
dry Bordeaux mixture with raw lin
seed oil. It is harmless and effective.

The best way to "cure" all kinds of

poultry diseases is to keep the house

clean, to feed good feed, and give
daily opportunity for exercising.

FOR SALE

PEDIGREED
SINGLE COMB RHODE

ISLAND RED COCKERELS
Hatching Eggs After

Feb. 1, 1925
Heavy Laying Strain of

Proven Merit

Shady Rose Poultry
Pens

H. E. Hammel 1430 E. 4th
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