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Some Early History of Dairying In Arizona
By W. S. CUNNLTGlLUl

Dairy Husbandman, Univer itr of Arizona

One of Arizona's Prime Industries Almost Entirely Ousted by King Cotton is Due for a Comeback.
'Many Fine Herds Now Being Developed in the Salt River Valley-The Stability of This In

dustryWill Not be Overlooked by the Enterprising Farmer of Today

DAIRYING,
on a commercial

scale, began in A rizona in

about 1895. Before this time,
dairying was practiced on a small

scale by settlers who made butter

and cheese on their farms. In 1 S 9 6,
however, a San F'rancisco firm sent

an organizer to the Salt Rive�' Valley
and he organized the farmers of that

valley into a co-operative organiza
tion, with the result that the Mari

copa Creamery was built in 1897.

Emory Kays was the moving spirit
of this first creamery, while Frun k

Mognegg was the first president. A'S

there were no cream se parators in

the valley at that time, the whole

milk was delivered to the creamery,
about 16,000 pounds being the aver

age amount of milk received daily

during the summer months.

In addition to the Marieopa Cream

ery, there was another creamery in

operation at Tempe in 1895, at the

location of the present condensery.
The information concerning this

creamery is meager.

The Farmers' Co-operative Cream

ery, which is still running under that

name, was started in 1899 by a group

of farmers headed by Mr. Dawes.

This creamery stopped operation in

1909, but resumed its activities in

1911, when the dairy industry began
its rapid development.
The Hassayampa Creamery was

first built on the Yuma road just
west of Phoenix by August Heglund,
in 1906. It was incorporated in Phoe

nix in 19 08. It was managed by
August Heglund until Bll, when its

management was taken over by John
Dennett.

In 1910, the Maricopa Creamery,
which was about to go on the rocks,
was taken over by B. G. Webster,
who bought controlling interest and

who continued as active manager

until his death.
In 1911 there began a very rapid

development of the dairy industry

TYPlCAL PA rrt BE <;; E_-E rx PDlA COUWfY, WHERE DAIRYL-G lONE OF THE
LEADING JNDUSTRIE

in the Salt River Valley, due to the

completion of the Roosevelt Dam.

This development resulted in the

starting of sm all creameries and

cheese factories in var ious places in

the valley, one of the largest plants
being the milk condenser), at Tempe.
In 1917 Armour & Company com

pleted a large milk condensing plant
in Glendale.

In the beginning, most of the cows

supplying milk for the creameries

were range stock, called at that time

by the farmers mountain cows.

About J.8H13, however, Wm. Osborn

shipped in some Jersey cows. About

twenty years ago Wallace McDonald

began shlpping i::::. improved breeds

of cattle. He imported into the State

Holsteiu-Freisian and. Shorthorn cat

tle, obtained largely from Nebraska,
a nd in 19 ° 7 he purcb ased a splendid
lot of Ayrshire cattle at the National

Dairy f3hOt"Vl'.

J. C. Adams also began importing
Jersey cattle about twenty years ago,
and a little later Henry Renaud

brought in the foundation Holstein
cows and bulls from which he estab

lished his famous herd, which is still

in existence. He secured most of his

foundation animals from W. B. Bar

ney of Iowa.

Frank Reed Sanders, who has

probably had more influence on the

dairy industry of the Salt River Val

ley tb.an any other one person, began
importing catle into Arizona in large
numbers fourteen years ago. Mr.

Sanrleru is an excellent judge of dairy
cattle, �Llld he brought into the State

improved types of both registered
and grade Hristein, Jersey and

Guernsey cattle. His importations
were largely from New York, Massa
ehusetts and Ohio.

Dairying became the leading in

dustry ()f the Salt River Valley, in

creasing rapidly until the year 1917,.
when it was estimated there were

more than 60,000 dairy cows in

Martcopa county. In 1918, however,
cotton became king, and in two years
tlme 40,0(10 cattle were shipped out

of the valley. It is believed that,
eventually, dairying will come to its

own again.
There are a few minor dairy sec

tions of the State, as the Yuma Val

ley, Gila Valley, Santa Cruz Valley,
etc., but in these sections dairying
has never been highly developed.


