
Feeding Hens for Winter Production

Item Type Article

Authors Boggs, L. C.

Publisher College of Agriculture, University of Arizona (Tucson, AZ)

Journal Arizona Agriculturist

Rights Copyright © Arizona Board of Regents. The University of Arizona.

Download date 24/05/2023 20:56:15

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10150/303011

http://hdl.handle.net/10150/303011


,_............ ·•·• ··••· · •••••··•·•••••··••••··•·· ··•··••.e·.••.•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..• ' •..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•.••..•..•..•.. I,

.,

i

! ARIZONA AGR ICULTURIST
+
, Entered as second-class matter December 5 1925, at the post office at Tucson, Arizona, under Act of March 3, 1879.
!
!

� VOLUME III. JANUARY, 1926 NUMBER 4

; O··O··.··.··.··.··.·· O··.··.·· 8..g••�••••••••••••••.............

FEEDING HENS FOR WINTER PRODUCTION

IN
nature the hen laid her eggs in

the spring of the year because at

that time only was she able to

obtain all the elements in large quan

tities necessary for the formation of

an egg. In our present day system of

intensified poultry culture, the suc

cessful commercial poultryman en

deavors to make the fall and winter

conditions as nearly identical with
those of the spring time as possible.
He substitutes meat scraps or milk

for the bugs and worms that are

prevalent only in the spring time and

By L. C. BOGGS, Extension Poultryman

of good quality. The reason for this

is that the fundamental principles of
nutrition are carefully considered in

compounding each ration.
If a poultryman can obtain con

sistently throughout the year the vari
ous ingredients necessary for mix

ing egg laying mash and scratch

feed, there are several advantages in

feed cost, which is by no means a

minor point. Second, every poultry
man should know exactly what he

is feeding, as to kind and quality.
Third, he should vary the mixture

10 :00 A. M. All the green feed they
will consume, well distributed so that
each bird will obtain its share.
1:30 P. M. Mash moistened to a

crumbly consistency with sour skim
milk or butter milk. If milk is not

available water may be used. Feed

only the amount the birds will con

sume in about 30 minutes.
4:30 P. M. Scratch feed; about 6

pounds per 100 birds in the litter.
Mash to be kept in self-feeding hop
pers before the birds at all times.
If artificial lights are used on the

Just an Il1ustration of What Good Feeds and Feeding Practices Applied to a Good Hen Will Do. On the Left
Is 78 Pounds of Raw Material, in the Center Is the 4-Pound Living Machine, and on the Right Is 33 Pounds of
Manufactured Products in the Form of 263 Eggs.

which material is absolutely necessary
for the formation of the white of
the egg. He finds that he .must house

against severe cold weather in order
to obtain the maximum number of

eggs in winter. In fact, he goes so

far as to use artificial illumination
in order to provide the hen with the

longer working day. All these things
make it possible for the hen to lay
more eggs in the late fall and winter

when eggs are high priced.
There are numerous methods of

feeding poultry, and approximately
as many rations recommended for

laying hens as there are experiment
stations and feed companies com

pounding poultry rations. The

strange thing is that they each give
practically the same results if the

ingredients used in the mixtures are

according to the needs of the birds
and the market price of the various

ingredients. If, however, an indd
vidual is unable to balance a ration

scientifically as to protein, carbohy
drates, mineral matter and fiber con

tent, he should consult some person
who is able to do this before he
makes a change in the ration. Great
harm can be done to birds by feed

ing an excess of a certain grain
merely because that grain is the

cheapest to be obtained.
The following is a system of feed

ing along with a simple ration that
has given very good results during
the winter season.

A. M. as soon as the birds are off
the roost. About four pounds of

scratch per 100 hens hens fed in

litter to induce exercise.

birds at night, feed the scratch grain
at the time the lights are turned on.

However, if the lights are turned
on early in the morning, the evening
scracth feed should be given at 4:30
as mentioned above, then after the

birds are on the roost, scatter the

morning's grain in the litter so that

they may start working as soon as

they get off the roosts the next morn

ing.
Oyster shell, grit and clean water

should be accessible to the birds at

all times.
Mash

100 pounds bran
100 pounds shorts
100 pounds ground barley
100 pounds yellow corn meal
100 pounds meat scraps

(Continued on Page 14)
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25 pounds bone meal

25 pounds charcoal
15 pounds fine ground oyster shell
5 pounds fine ground salt

Grain
50 pounds wheat
100 pounds yellow corn

25 pounds barley
25 pounds mila maize or Hegari.
Following are {some possible

changes that may be made without

materially affecting the chemical an

alysis of the entire ration.
In the Mash

If wheat is grown on the farm and
more of it is desired to be used in

the ration, 200 pounds of ground
wheat may take the place of the 100

pounds of bran and shorts. If a

heavy grade of oats can be obtained,
ground oats may be substituted for
the ground barley. If skim milk is

available for the poultry it may be
substituted partly or entirely for the

meat scraps. Figure that about three

gallons of sour skim milk or butter
milk per day for each 100 hens is

necessary to completely take the place
of the meat scraps in mash. Feed
the skim milk to the bird in a sour

condition each day, as sour milk is

more easily digested than sweet milk.

This should be fed in wooden troughs
or non-metal containers, as the chem
ical action of the lactic acid in the
milk in contact with the metal often
causes serious trouble in the birds.

In the Scratch Feed
The barley or milo maize may be

replaced by a heavy grade of oats.

One hundred pounds of wheat may be
used instead of 50, but it is not ad
visable with the present high prices
of that grain or during cold winter
weather.
Care should be taken never to feed

mouldy grains, as sick birds and a

greatly decreased production will re
sult from such practice. It is well
not to use mash hoppers that hold
a month's supply of mash because the
mash becomes stale and unpalatable
when more or less exposed fo rso long
a time.
A good feeder should handle a few

of his birds occasionally to note their

body condition. If they are too fat
increase the amount of mash con-
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sumed by cutting down on the scratch
and increasing the amount of moist

mash, using milk with which to

miosten it. If they are too thin, in
crease the scratch grain consumption
and cut down on the amount of moist
mash. Make all such changes grad
ually and judiciously.

THE HESPERIDES, OR
ABOUT GOLDEN APPLES

(Continued from Page 11)
better than ordinary, but not as good
as last year.

Packing started shortly after pick
ing. The first car was sent to Mil
waukee on October 28th when it sold
for $9.00 per box delivered. This was

the price on all sizes from 150's down.
The 126's brought $8.00 and the 100's

and larger $7.50 delivered. The fruit
was sold quite generally throughout
the East, almost entirely by private
sale, though a few auction sales at

Cleveland and Chicago brought re

turns above the average of even the

private sales. This was due to the

quality of the fruit and the excel
lence of the pack.
Tulare County, California started

shipping at the same time as Arizona,
but fortunately did not increase very

rapidly in volume, and for two weeks
was far behind our schedule. One
thousand cars were shipped during
the week of November 16th from this

locality, and on November 23rd caused
a drop in prices: but the season as a

whole was a very successful one.

At the present writing Mgr. Mill
er of the Arizona Citrus Grower's

packing house estimates that the

average price on the first Navel pool
will return the members about six
cents on the pound. "This is rather

a remarkable price, and one entirely
satisfactory to the growers," he

stated.
The best quality of the Valencia

ornages sold for a price not equaled
in several years. Some of the auc

tions paid as high as $11.00 and

$12.00 for the sizes most in demand.
The 176 and 200 sizes drew a prem

ium, with marked declines for the

larger and smaller fruit.

Twenty-eight cars of grapefruit of
the Clayson variety were shipped on

the first grapefruit pool, four going
East and the remainder being dis
tributed along the Pacific Coast from
Vancouver to San Diego. The aver

age price received was a little better

(Continued on Page 18)


