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RADIO ON THE FARM
By JOHN W. McINNES, '27

This Modern Invention Has Done More For the Advancement of the Farm
as a Profitable Business and a Pleasant Home Than Any

Other Institution of the Past

IN
the past five years no

development has so ma

terially aided the farm

er or added to his pleasure so

much as has radio. Radio has
been known for a long time

but the period farmers are

most interested in is this past
half decade.

It was in February, 1921

that the first market reports
were broadcast by Radio- tel

ephone from the Minnesota

Experiment Station. In this

same year K. D. K. A. East
Pittsburg inaugurate) the
first regular schedule, broad

casting market reports.
The value of Radio to the

rural population was imme

diately seen by men in the

business world who were in-
terested in agriculture. As a result

during 1922 more than 100 regular
Radio broadcasting stations requested
the privilege of putting market re

ports on the air. Regular organized
schedules from 80 stations in differ

ent parts of the country was the re

sult, The farmers saw the value of

the information that might be ob

tained from such service and they
demanded. more than such information
as the number of fat hens delivered to

Omaha, the number of canner cows

held over a the Chicago Market, the

number of tubs of butter received in

San Francisco, etc, in a certain day.
More general information regarding
the market, and the probable trend
of the market by statement from an

authority was demanded by farmers.
Besides this they saw the value of up
to-the-minute weather forecasts.
In answer to this request weather

forecasts were broadcast and a great

saving was effected when as early as

1922 in the Arkansas valley alone,
the next year after Radio was accept
ed by the farmers a $1,350,000 saving
of livestock from floods was effected,

by warnings broadcast from several
stations in that vicinity. With a flood

loss of 36 millions of dollars, portable
property to the extent of 4 millions

of dollar was saved as a result of

the e warnings. In the Chicago dis

trict in this same year perishable
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goods saved
amounted to

during cold waves

$10,000,000 and this

winter was not a severe one.

Estimates based on reports bf 1,056
county agents show that the growth
of Radios on farms has been enormous

as follows:

Year No. Radios on farms

1922

1923

1924

145,000

365,000
550,000

This growth is certainly enormous,
and shows the great zest with which
the rural population has taken Radio,
and that today there is a Radio in one

out of ten farm homes. The news by
Radio is supplemented by the action
of 7 million rural telephone subscrib

ers, so that news of a coming cold
\
wave will be in practically every farm

home within fifteen minutes after it

is broadcast by Radio.

A recent development along edu

cational lines is the National Radio

Farm School broadcasting timely ad
vice and suggestions along all lines
in the field of Agriculture. When you

get such men as H. H. Kildee. of

Iowa, Dr. W. L. Burleson, of Illinois
or Dr. C. H. Eckles, of Minnesota at

the "Mike" you may well know that

your time is not to be wasted. Such
is the class of men who are on the

air each day except Saturday and Sun

day, at 1 o'clock central standard
time from five stations.

WMAQ Chicago.
WDAY Fargo.
KFKX Hastings.
WOC Davenport.
WHK Cleveland.

No farmer is wasting his time at

the Radio at this hour listening to a

talk on poultry raising, dairying, or

legumes.
So far I have dealt with Radio as a

business proposition.
Now comes this instrument as a

diversion from the days labors. Why
not eat fried chicken or pumpkin pie,
the kind that Mother still makes, by
a Radio musical program. Then after

the chores are done and the calves

are bedded down, listen to "Little

Jack" Little sing a few songs even

though he is in Nebraska or Iowa.
"It takes a heap 0' livin' in a house

to make a home," but Radio is doing
a lot to make living in the farm house

the most enjoyable home in all the
world.

PLENTY OF THEM

Girl. young, refined, wishes posi
tion taking care of grown babies.


