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HIGHER 'VALUES IN FAMILY LIFE

� E hear the expression of

\)\/ higher values or higher life
used a great deal in con

nection with the budget. Andrews
in his "Economics of the Household"
prefers to call this phase of the bud

get advancement expenditures rather
than higher values. He thinks this
term is more definite. However, both
expressions include the same things.
In making provisions for higher val

ues we consider education, health,
church and philanthropy, recreation,
gifts and certain other things which
lead to the betterment of the individ
ual.

Money spent in the development of
higher life is an indication of charac
ter far more than money spent for
clothing, food, or shelter. Personal

tastes and ideals willl be the guiding
principles in the former while in the
latter there is less of a choice. Care
ful thought upon the subject of high
er values will bring a more definite
sense of those values.

Twenty-five per cent of the total
income is usually allowed for the high
er values of life. The amount spent,
of course, will vary more or less ac

cording to the individual family;
that is it will vary with the size
and income of the family. According
to Engel's Laws of Consumption, as

the income increases the expenditure
for higher life will increase. When
the income is extremely small and per

haps the family is large, scarcely any

of the income can be allowed for de

velopment.
In deciding how much a family

should spend on its higher life, it

first should be decided what the in

c'ividuals wish to accomplish in this
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life. If it is to he a family where
each member is to have the best ad

vantages, these goals will be deter
mined. One father and mother in work

ing out their budget set the following
goals or aims of life: 1. to make the
utmost out of the man in his profes
sion, 2. to be able to give the child
ren a good education, and 3. to have

enough to live on in old age. I think

these are very good aims and this

family no doubt, had a successful and
worth-while life if they followed the
aims.
Too often the family has false stan

dards of higher life. I don't believe
these standards are usually cons

ciously followed, beeause if people
only stopped to think,' and found they
were not following the best plan they
would change them. The idea of spend
ing to keep up with one's neighbors,
regardless of income, is perhaps the

biggest fault of American families.
We feel that because someone else has
a big car we must have one; or be
cause the lady next door has a fur

coat we should have one. In former

times we had less of this because

practically all of the social activities
were carried on in the home. The
clubs, hotels, and various amusements

places were not present with all the
expense.

Trying to attain an intangible social
status is a false standard. Some

people believe it necessary to send

children to private schools. With all
the advantages of the present public
schools this is a foolish idea. Money
is often spent on correspondence
courses or special lessons which prove'
worthless. Some kinds however,
prove valuable. Entertaining above
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a family's ability is a poor thing to do
for it destroys the purpose of enter

tainment.
Each member of the family aids in

making the higher life of that family
what it is. It is the duty, and at

the same time the privilege, of the

mother to guide and direct the things
constituting the higher values. The

mother and father should set aside
a certain part of their income for the

education of their children and of
themselves. Good books and maga
zines should form a part of every

person's life. Many families neglect
the health of its members. Children
should be watched very carefully and
when medical attention is needed it

should be given. Values received
from the church, Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C.
A. and various clubs are not to be
underestimated. It is through many
of these places we receive inspirations
and make friendships that direct us

toward a richer life.
Much of higher life of our modern

civilization comes from recreation.

We find many families ignoring
health problems, education, church

and charity and spending all of their

higher life allowance on recreation.
This is not right and should he cor

rected.
The part which the mother plays

in developing higher values in the

family is a very important one. It is

usually she that determines where
the children shall go away to school.
which church they shall attend, and

what form of recreation they shall

have. Each generation will seek the

higher values of family life in a dif
ferent way, but the best values are

f'ained slowly and as a matter of

vrowth through conscious effort. If
the mother but realize this, set her
r-oals (seeing that they are not false),
have a spirit of patience, unselfish
ness, and love about her home, wirth
while lives and enriched personalities
will be the result of her efforts for

the higher values of life.

PASSING THE BUCK

"Yes, Rupert," said his mother, "the
1,aby was a Christmas present from
the angeles.'
"Well, Mama," said Rupert, "if we

1 'ly him away carefully and don't
use him, can't we give him to some

body else next Christmas?"


