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CULLING PULLETS
By L. C. BOGGS, Extension Poultryman

Give the Smaller Pullet a Chance-Flock Segregation Rather than Cull
ing, the Profitable Way of Handling Pullets

Q
AN pullets be culled by the
method used in culling
hens?" This is a common

question asked by poultrymen at this
time of the year. As yet, we have no

satisfactory method of determining
by the body characteristics of a pullet
before she comes into production, the
number of eggs she will produce the

following year.
It is true that the large, vigorous,

early maturing pullets are as a rule
the most profitable birds in the flock;
but this does not mean that all the

slowly developing birds should be dis

posed of as culls. There are many

pullets among this latter class that,
when given a chance, will prove them
selves to be money-makers.
Last fall the writer visited the place

of a certain poultryman who had
about 1000 pullets. A large percent
age of these birds were in production
and had been producing for several

weeks. Three weeks prior to the visit
this poultryman had decided to cull
out and sell the small, undeveloped
pullets. He caught 250 of this type
and put them in a separate pen in

order to fatten them before putting
them on the market. The only kinds
of feed available on the place were

the laying mash and scratch feed that
the entire flock was receiving, so this
was fed to the culls. Now, let us see

what happened. At the time of the
writer's visit, this poultryman was

ready to turn 75 percent of these

birds, that three weeks before looked
like culls, back into the main flock as

heavy producers. They had come into

production during this time and look

ed as good as his best pullets. This

was not due to the' fact that his

housing facilities were insufficient to
take care of 1000 pullets, but because
these backward birds could not com

pete with the more vigorous, early

maturing pullets in securing the prop
er amount and kind of feed necessary
to bring them into production.
To ocassionally spend about 15 min

utes in the laying house, carefully ob

serving the actions of the birds in the
flock, will reveal many things to a

thoughtful poultryman. One thing es

pecially is noticeable in a large flock.
At the dry mash hoppers will be rows
of large, healthy, red-combed, pro

ducing pullets. If a smalL backward

pullet that shows no sign of coming
into production as yet tries to get
some of this mash which she needs
for her development, she is driven

away by the stronger individuals.
By dividing the large flocks into

two pens, separating the early matur

ing pullets from the late, much bet
ter returns per bird from the entire
flock will he obtained. Flock segre

gation rather than culling with pul
lets is profitable.

THE COUNTY FARM AND HOME WEEK
Farm and Horne Week in Maricopa County on January 19,' 20, 21, a Big

Success-Meetings to Be Held in Yuma County February 2, 3, 4
and in Apache County February 16, 17, 18

� HE County Farm and Home

U week has become a reality in
Arizona. These meetings are

arranged by the State Extension Ser
vice whose headquarters are in Tuc

son. Farm and Home Week has been

an annual affair in Arizona for sever

al years, but previously it has been
held in Tucson. Now meetings will be
held in several counties, thus giving
the farmers throughout the state an

opportunity of attending the meeting.
The purpose of Farm and Home Week

is to carry the College of Agriculture
to the people on the farms. That it
will come nearer fulfilling its pur

pose with County Farm and Home

Weeks is self evident. Arizona is a

state of immense distances which
means that a large attendance at any
one place is impossible. Arizona's
diversified agriculture, ranging from

sub-tropical to north temperate, makes
it impossible to plan a program that
would be of practical value to all

farmers of th estate.

The first County Farm and Horne

Week was held at the Roosevelt

Neighborhood House near Phoenix

on January 19, 20 and 21, 1926. Both

Farm and Horne programs were pre

sented, the sessions being separate
with a few exceptions. At these meet

ings eighteen representatives of the

University were on the program and

fifteen others not connected with the

University were also on it. This does

not include the members of bureaus
who gave demonstrations in jelly
making and who were connected with

the boys and girls club work. The

attendance at all the meetings rang
ed from fifty to over a hundred, and
at the last meeting approximately
one hundred and seventy-five people
were present. It was voted to hold
a Farm and Horne Week in Maricopa
County again next year, the meeting
to be held in a different community
in the county.

Two special programs were present
ed under the titles of Cotton Day and
Horticulture Day. These programs
were planned to meet specific demands
in the Salt River Valley. Harry Stew

art and John B. Duerson, both grad-
uates of the University, featured in

these programs.

Two other County Farm and Home

Weeks will be held this year, one in

Yuma County on February 2, 3, and 4

and the other in Apache County on

February 16, 17, and 18.

HIS MEANING

Mother: "James, I told you to ex

change those kidneys for liver."
James: "I know you did, mother,

but when I told the butcher you had

changed your mind and wanted liver

he said what you needed was brains,
so I brought brains."


